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LIFE 


OF 

DR. BARROW. 


It has been so often remarked that the life of a scholar affords no materials for 
bio<^raphy, that the saying* has at last made itself true. Wt' have few mate** 
rials for the lives> of most of our philosophers, and poets, and di^ines. Their 
names and their works survive, but their history is gone. It was silJowed lo 
perish, and the w'orld has been defrauded of an instruction, in some cases 
superior to that whi<‘h their writings convey, because it w’us assumed that their 
history I'ould not be told, or rather that theirs was no history at all. Taking 
it for granted, that noisy exploits and strange adventures are the only profier 
materials for the biographer, no one has taken the pains to tell us of the diffi- 
culties wliich this or tliat other scholar encountered in his unobser\ed career, 
the means by which he overcame them, and those efforts of genius and in- 
dustry, and inelluMls of study, by which he uained his eminence of literary 
renown. Tht* result is before us, and we are welcome to admire it ; but the 
means by winch that result was attained, and which to many w^ould have been 
ni(»re instructive by fur, are for ever forgotten. The office of a biographer 
ha> been often misunderstood. It is not to tell the same sort of things about 
all sorts of men. It is lo record thost* flistiiictive qualities and jK'Culiar labours 
which made them 'vhat they were. It is to tell, in the case of such a man as 
Harrow, iu \ii*tue of what powers of mind — by what process of intellectual 
culture — from what advantages of study and training, he was enabled to write 
his Sermons, and his Treatise on the Pope’s Supremacy; and in consequence 
of what mental bias or predisposing incidents he w^as led to WTite such book«!, 
rather than a New Herbal, or a Commentary on the Laws of England. It is 
to tell what made him greaty and why he was a great theologian rather than a 
great jihysician or lawyer. But this is just the thing which it is verj difficult 
for any one at this day to tell exactly, because his contemporaries considered 
themselves dispensed from the obligation. The few notices in the Preface of 
Abraliam Hill contain the principal facts of his exieTnal history — the schools 
at which he was educated, and the stations in the Church or University to 
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which he was Bucces&ively promoted. Some incidents of minuter and more 
chahicteristic significance are preserred in Dr. Pope’s Life of the Bishop of 
Salisbury. Ward, in his Lives of the Gresham Professors, and Bayle in his 
Dictionary, have made collectanea of such materials us had fallen in their way. 
From these, with his Miscellaneous Works, and some occasional notices else- 
where, we have endeavoured to compile an authentic narrative of our Author’s 
Life, though with deficiencies which it is easier to regret than to supply. 

There was an Isaac Barrow, son of another Isaac Barrow of Spincy Abbey, 
in Cambridgeshire, who held various important offices in the Church of England 
daring the reign of Charles IL He was successively Librarian of Peterhouse, 
Cambridge ; Chaplain of New College, Oxford ; Fellow of Eton College, 
Cambridge ; Rector of Dowiiham ; Bishop and Governor of the Isle of Man ; 
and died in 1680 Bishop of St. Asaph. This Dignitary we mention chiefly for 
the sake of warning the reader that he is not the Isaac Barrow whose Life we 
intend to write. From the identity of their names, and from their flourishing 
at the same period, and holding office in the same Cliurch, the Bishop and 
his more illustrious nephew and namesake have been often confounded together; 
and, as in a recent instance, not to the advantage of the greater and wiser 
man. The Bishop died at Shrewsbury, but was buried in the Cathedral Church- 
yard of St. Asaph, whore his monument still stands, inviting the passers-by 
to pray for the soul of the departed prelate — ‘ O introeuntes domum Domini^ 
orate pro anima Isaaci Barrow* &c. We are not aware that it htis ever 
been proved that tliis Popish inscription wus a compliance with any request of 
Bishop Barrow himself ; but it can in no way of fairness be identified with the 
more celebrated name of Dr. Barrow% The Doctor died three vears before 
his uncle the Bishop ; and we need not say, that the torn!) of one of the ablest 
assailants of Popery is disfigured by no mark of the Beast. Had the author of 
the Treatise on the Pope’s Supremacy survived his titled relative, it is possible 
that the memory of both might have l»een saved from a stigma under which 
each has suffered, and that the tomb at St. Asaph’s might have been as imma- 
culate as the monument in Westminster Abbey. 

Dr. Isaac Barrow was the son of Thomas Barrow, a citizen of London, 
and linendraper to Charles I. ; and grandson to Isaac Barrow of Spiney Abbey. 
The exact date of his birth has been strongly contested, and may now be con- 
sidered a hopeless sera in chronology. His executor and biographer, Abraham 
Hill, says that he was born in October 1630, and this account is apparently 
confirmed by the Doctor’s father. But his friend Dr. Walter Pope asserts tliut 
he could not have been born either in October, or in 1630 ; for Barrow used 
to say, that the 29th of February was in one respect the best day of the year 
on which a man could be born — for whilst his fellow -collegiat(*s treated him 
to a birth-day dinner once a-ycar, he required to entertain them in his turn but 
once in every four years. Leap-year did not fall on 1630. 

At the age of four he lost his mother — a circumstance which may partly 
account for that hoisterousness of disposition by which his boyish years were 
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8ignaIi2efl*-juBt as the linen patent df the Ijondon merchant may hare conr 
tribnted its own share to the devoted loyalty of both father and son. 

He was early sent to the Charter-House School, then recently opened ; but 
during the two or three years of his attendance he made small progress in 
learning. The only talent which he displayed was in exciting quarrels among 
his companions, when ho was sure of finding exercise for bis pugilistic powers, 
in which his pre-eminence was acknowledged. ‘‘ Ftw his book he minded it 
not and so studiously did he eschew all learning, that his father not only 
repented his original purpose of making Isaac a scholar, but, in the bitterness 
of his heart, would express the wish, that if it pleased God to lake away any 
of his children, it might be this unhopeful sou. What became of his more 
promising children no one now can tell. 

As the only expedient which held out any prospect of improvement, Mr. 
Barrow resolved on trying what a change of school and school-companions could 
accomplish, and for this pur]X)se sent his son to Felsted in Essex. Here, 
under the skilful management of an anxious instructor, the energies of this 
impetuous youth were directed into a safer and more liseful channel. He 
soon discovered such talent and trustworthiness, that his master appointed 
him preceptor to Lord Viscount Fairfax of Einely, then a pupil at Felsted. 
The responsibility of this new station was just the motive which Isaac Barrow 
needed, in order to concentrate his strenuous and vivacious mind on what 
would have otherwise been irksome learning, and to repress that fondness for 
obstreperous sports, w'bich the “ little tutor” felt would now be wholly out 
of character. His ardour thus right directed was never extinguished, and 
the bullying recklessness of the schoolboy became courage in the man. The 
combativeness remained — but he substituted arguments for blows. 

When ready for the University, the distractions of the times had nearly 
foreclosed his farther progress. His name had been entered as a pensioner of 
Peterhouse, nhen his uncle, who had procured his admission to that college, 
^as ejected for writing against the Covenant; and at the same instant, his 
father, who in better days might have maintained him at either University, was 
attending in patient poverty upon the King at Oxford. At this forlorn inter- 
val, the hopes of tlic youthful scholar, and, as it eventually proved, the fame of 
Cambridge and the interests of science, were rescued by a benevolent indivi- 
dual. This was Dr. Henry Hammond— one of those generous spirits whose 
rare beneficence looks to their contemporaries more like a severe protest than 
an encouraging example. One of the ways in which he displayed his zeal for 
religion, was by discovering and helping forward young men, whose talents and 
piety fitted them for the service of the church, as much as their poverty hin- 
dered them. Barrow was one of those whom he thus wisely and kindly aided ; 
end the fact deserves to be had in remembrance, when his Hebrew and Gnostic 
learning are forgotten— if that shall ever be. In the present instance, Dr. 
Hammond lived to see his bounty rewarded in the distinguished talent and 
early eminence of his protegee ; whilst Dr. Barrow lived to testify his grati- 
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tude in a copious Latin epitaph, which is exceedingly just in the main, though 
some of it appears to liavo been written for the sake of the antithesis. 

In February 1645, Barrow entered Trinity College, Cambridge ; but in 
those days of civil and religious dissension it required mudi prudence to live 
quietly even in a college. The English Universities were then as strictly 
closed against Ejnscopalians as they are against Presbyterians now ; and for 
some years the Thirty-nine Articles were supplanted by the Covenant. This 
oath, the prelatic principles of Barrow hindered him from taking ; but either 
by his own address, or through the forbearance of the Heads of Trinity, his 
non-compliance was connived at. He had gained the good opinion of Dr. 
Hill, the Presbyterian Master of his College, who, meeting him one day, laid 
his hatui on his head, and told him, Thou art a good lad ; ’tis pity thou art 
a cavalier.” On another occasion the joung cavalier was indebted to the good 
offices of the same magnanimous sectarian. It devolved on him to deliver the 
Latin Oration in the Hall of Trinity College, on the aniversary of the gun- 
powder treason, in 1(551 ; and in the opening of his discourse, he ])ronouTired 
such a glowing <»ulogy on the reign of James, that it was const nied into a re- 
flection on the times of Oliver. Some of the most impatient spirits among 
the Fellows were so moved, that they proposed the expulsion of the petulant 
orator ; but were overnJed by the interference of Dr. Hill, who told them, 
“ Barrow is a lietter man than any of us.” * 

The circumstances in which Barrovv found himself at college would have 
damped a less ardent mind, and might have beim abused b) one less conscien- 
tious. But the knowledge that he had no patron on whom to depend, incited 
him to redoubled diligence, that he might become a patron to himself ; and the 
feeling that he W'as now amenable to no earthly guardian, became a reason for 
setting a closer guard upon himself. It was his honourable diligence and steady 
deportment which recommendtd him to his college su|>eriors. 

The variety and success of the‘«e early studies are sufficiently attested by 
the academic exercises preserved in his miscellaneous works, embracing a inul- 
iitude of questions in plijsics, metaphysics, ethics, and theology. Thus, in the 
space of two years we have the following subjects discussed — and we give the 
list as an interesting sample of academic labours in the seventeenth century:— 

Habitus humani acquisiti nrni sunt revora diversi a memoria humana. 

Visionem lieri posse absque specie, aut imagine sensibili, probabile est. 


* “ ProbaWy not without some misgiving of his own conscience. Such is Mr. Hughes s 
commentary on the speech of the Mastei of Trimt} ; which, even allowing that it is accurately 
leported, can with no fairness be construed into a self-condemnation. Dr. UiU was paying a com- 
pliment to a hchulai, not passing a judgment on himself and his colleagues. And oven had it been 
otherwise, the saying might only indicate that genuine humihty winch is quite compatible with u 
conscience void of offence towards all men. 
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CaerteBiana hypothesis dc materia et motn.haud satisfaeit prsecipuis nature 
phsenomenib. 

Dantur rationes boni ct mali ssternsD et indispensabiles. 

Daniur substantise incorporse e natura sua immortales. 

Dantur formao substantiales. • 

Coiiscieutia erronca obligat. 

ChrLbtus per mortem fuit sacrificium proprie expiatorium pro peccatis. 

Obodientia Christi non tollit obodiuntiam Christianam. 

These exercises are chiefly entitled to distinction from the pliancy, profu- 
sion, and enerp^y of their diction — we do not say from the purity of their idiom, 
llien* can have heou no mannerism about B«irrovv, for he is the same in I^tin 
as in Plnglish. If there be a difference, it is that he indulges himself before his 
aca<leini( audience more freely in his turn for sarcasm and irony, than lie felt 
entitled to do in the presence of a Christian 4 ongregution. PVom his Oration 
on Coramciicoment-day 1 G 51 , it would appear that the Puritan youth of a Pres- 
1 )} tericiii coll('ge biwl a relish for humour no less eager tlian their more jovial 
snreossor*- ; for the entire address of the moderator is occupied with a denun-* 

( ifituai of that iinmoderale lo\e of mirth which had invaded the place of learning; 

If It 1 m' tme, as rumour fiOls, that you liave S 4 » tired of all substantial fare as 
to nauMMte the banquet of eloquence and the feast of sound philosophy — that 
iiolluiii* has fur yon an\ relish except painted (omfits and unmeaning trifles~ 
tJiat not evt‘ri wimIuih will please >ou, unless without its own peculiar flavour; 
iKn* liutli, unles-, seasoned with a jest; nor reason, unless soaked in fun — then 
m ui unluiky hoin ha\o I been assigned as your purvejor, neither born nor 
bre tl tt» **uth a frivolous c onf(»ctionary. The insatiable apjietito of laughter keeps 
itself within no hounds. ITav^t you rrowded to this place for the puq>ose of 
listoiiiiig, and stud}ing, and making progrss; or only for the sake of laughing 
at this thine:, ^nd inAing a jest of that other? As if Folly herself kept court 
amongst 11' — as if here were the market-jdace and universal emporium of non- 
t, 4 *nse — ym drink in with greedy cars jibes, and squibs, and ribaldry, and then, 
v^lw'n wi ‘11 (OTisidered and im])rove 4 l, set tliem all a-( irculating again. There is 
nothing so remote from levity which you do not instantly — such i^ your al- 
ili^iny — transmute into mirth and absurdity. And let a discourse be such as 
lo ini>vt* no laughter, nothing else will please — neither dignity, nor gravity, nor 
solidity — ludtlier strength, nor point, nor )X)lish.” This oration is curious, in 
louiiettion with the literary history of the age. Unless Barrow has allowed 
himself more than the usual rhetori<*al licence, the junior members of the 
university must have been a peculiarly laughter-loving gtmeration in the early 
]years of the commonwealth. The passion for wit was stronger than the love of 
learning. If so, may not the puritanic quaintness have originated this unpu- 
ritcuiical distemper ? And may not the wit and jollity of Charles the Second's 
court be referred in its origin to the schools of the Puritans? Such reactions 
are not unprecedented. 

liis scholarship and obliging disposition w^ere «io well known, that he found 
abundant employment in writing themes for comiianioiib less diligeui or gifted 
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t.lifi-i r* himself ; though for all the services of this sort which he rendered, he 
never obtained any recompense except one pair of gloves. 

The entire extent of his private studies cannot now be ascertained ; but it 
is interesting to know that, weary of systems of natural philosophy, in which 
he found nothing of nature, he early betook himself to the reading of Des Carteb, 
Galileo, and I^ord Bacon. 

In 1649 he was elected Fellow of his college, and immediately resolved on 
the study of medicine. The reason of this choice was, that he saw no prospect 
of promotion to men of his persuasion in a church avowedly antiprelatic. He 
therefore applied himself with his wonted diligence to his medical studies, and 
soon made distinguished progress in the three sciences which then constituted 
a physician — anatomy, botany, and chemistry- It may here he remarked, that 
these are the only sciences to which he hail been at any time addicted, of which 
he has left no express memorial in liis works, and of w'hich hardly a trace is 
discernible in his general compositions. The reason of this may have been, that 
he only applied to them for u short interval, and then relinquished them for 
ever. In these studies he had a companion, whose zeal might have gone near 
to make Barrow a naturalist like himself. This was the illustrious Hay, w'hom 
he had all along ‘‘ for his so(*iiis studiorutn^ and sometimes his fellow-traveller 
in simpling, and always for his very much esteemed friend.” It must have 
been ensnaring work to go a-siunpU'ng with the author of “ Stiiq^es Britannicae.” 
But Barrow^s medical career soon terminated. In a conversation with his 
uncle, the future Bishop of St. Asaph, he was convinced that his present in- 
tentions were incompatible with the oath which he had taken on receiving his 
fellowship, and by which he was bound to make theology his profession ; and 
with a promptitude of decision which does him credit, he at once abandoned 
what he hoped would be lucrative for what he knew to be right, and resumed 
the study of divinity- 

The resumption of his theological investigations ga\e a new and important 
turn to his studies. In reading Scaliger’s Notes on Eusebius, he was struck 
with the dependence of chronology on astronomy ; and as it was not Barrow’s 
way to learn anything by halves, or take on trust w'hat he could ascertain for 
himself, he procured, as an introduction to astronomy, the Almagest of Ptolemy. 
But finding that this and all other astronomical works depended on mathematics, 
he laid them aside till he should master Euclid- However, once initiated in 
this enticing study, he did not find it so easy to recal from it his eager and 
vigorous mind ; but the Conic Sections of Apollonius, the Spherics of Theo- 
dosius, the works of Archimedes, &c., foUow'ed in quick succession. At the 
outset of his geometrical researches, he had for his associate his amiable friend 
John Ray \ but the mathematician soon shot far ahead of the naturalist, and 
he was left to converse alone with the philosophers of Alexandria and Syracuse. 
As a proof of the ardour with which he prosecuted a study once begun, his 
executor mentions that he found written at the end of his copy of Apollonius — 
** April. 14 Mai. 16. Intra hsec tenlporis inter\alla peractum hoc opus and 



LIFE OF DIL BARROW. 


XMl 


tlie bame gentleman mentions, that “ in all his studios, his method was not to 
leave off his design till he had brought it to effect; except in the Arabic lan- 
guage, in which he made an es^uy for a little while, and then deserted it/* 

It was os a mathematician that Barrow first became known to the public. 
His edition of Euclid’s Elements appeared at Cambridge in 1655, and was fol- 
lowed in two years by the Data, Unlike most editors of Euclid, he has given 
the fifteen books of the Elements entire*, occasionally nubstituting demon- 
strations of his own, c»r shortening mid simplifying those of his author. 

In 165*1, the great Du])ort r(‘>igned the Greek professorship at Cambridge, 
and recommended his pujnl, Mr. Isaac Burrow, fur his successor. On this 
ocuision he justified the. good opinion of his patron, by a probationary exercise 
of distinguished merit; but the elect<»rs decided in favour of his competitor 
Mr. Ralph Widdrington. Barrow’s friend and cotemporary, Abraliain Hill, 
atlrilnitt's his disappointment 1o a suspicion ou tlie part of the parliamentary 
commissioners, that hfj was tainted with Arminian notions; whilst a more 
recent biographer discovers a likelier reason in Widdrington’s relationship to 
Till* Speaker of Cromwell’s Parliament — a circumstance which, in his opinion, 
“ woulil weigh more with these worthies'’ ihun literary merit. Mr. Hughes is 
needlessly ingenious in calnmnluting these “ w’orthiea.” Abraham Hill thought 
it reprinieh enough that they alUiwed theological orthodow to influence them in 
fh<* cboice of a Greek professor. We do not agree with Mr. Hill, nor does 
th(* usnge of the. patrons of our English Universities always agree wdtli him 
i itlier. The purliainontory coinuiishioners ludieved that tlie instructor of the 
future ministry of llit* C'hiircli should himself be sound in the faith, and they 
believed that an Arminian was not sound. Mr. Hughes may think that they 
a ere wTong in this; but he must nut d<*ny that tliey W(*re right in nssuming 
that IhiiTou was an Ai-minian. If it be Arminianism to deny personal elec- 
tion, p.irticnlar redemption, and the perseverance of the saints, tlien Barrow 
w^as an Arminian. 

Whatever were the reasons, Barrow lost the (xreek professorship, and the 
disa]*pi)iiitim*iit confirmed a purpose of setting out to explore soine foreign 
countries. \Vc ha\e somewhere seen it mentioned, that he obtained a tra^ el- 
ling fi'llowslup ; but there is no hint of this in his correspondence, or in the 
earlier accounts of his life. In one of his letters to his owm college, he tells 
them that he has reached Paris, and will take a breathing-time there until 
their appndiatiou encourage him to complete his journey, or their censure 
coin])el him to bivaJc it off — ‘‘donee prngressum suum aut vestra approhatione 
animat ub absoKere aut roprsehensionc deterritus abrumperc cogatur.” But all 
tills and more, might be said in complaisance to his former colleagues, without 
his b(*ing indelded to llumi for the means of putting his purpose in execution. 
And if he had suih a tra\elling fellowsliip, it must have been scanty, for he 
v\as obliged to sell his hooks in order to complete his equipment. 

We cannot now well estimate the importance of foreign travel to the scho- 
lar, the philosopher, or the theologian of that day. When, in the absence id* 
VoL. L b 
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books of travel, forci^yn roiintri(*a could only he known hy bein*^ seen — when 
England rontaiiicd no m\iheuin except some private cupboard of curiositioB — 
and when tlie works of many classics and fathers, and some rno^lerns, could only 
be seen in manuscript in some rich library, — the two or three years which a 
man of learning spent abroad were the most amassing period of his life, and 
he came home, not v^ith the m(*re air of one that had seen the world, hnfc a 
prodigy of learning and wisdom — the referee of fireside scholars, and the 
adnuration of his favoured or venturesome compauions. If a man in 
those days wished to undi*rstand things thorougblv, like the Father of history, 
he must go and see them for hiinscdf — witness Ilisbop Hall, .Fohu Ruy^ and 
our own Sir James Balfour. 

It was in the month ol* Juno iGoS, that Barrow left the shores of England. 
In an epistle of Latin hexameters, we have all the details of his voyage, per- 
formed — like most poetical voj ages — ^in a cra/y Vi*ss<’l, amidst sea-sickness, and 
retarded by a calm. At I’aris lie found the exil(‘d <*ourt of Charles II., where 
liis father was still in attendances and, like his prince, in |K)ver1y. It gratified 
the generous heart of Barrow, that out of his own slondiT resources he was 
able to administer to the wants of his father. Tlie situation of Mr. 'riiomas 
Barrow gave his son near access to the Court, and favourable opportuuiti<'s foi 
observing the state of feeling in the high pl:ire*i of Frauc(». These he improved 
with diligence, vvliioh showed u turn for diplomacy; and a Jong letter to lus 
college, dated Feh. 7» H>5/> (^IfWG N. S.) ])reseuts us with ^nne of the results 
of his observation. 

Here public affairs jiresent an aspect of externed tranquillity. Ever}- 
whore jveacc smiles with benignant aspect ; the whole kingdom throughout, th(* 
din of arms is not beard. Without, fortune ilattero with prosjierhy — within, 
all IS afloat in luxury. In the palai e, magnificence and revelrv hold court — 
all is an endless round of play-acting, dancing, feasting, rejoicing — every man 
in his humour, and no day of evil coming. But what security there it. for all 
this felicity, what heavings toward a slorni may agitate fhe Ikisoiu of this 
deep, and what lonipcsts may ho struggling forth from tlie caverns of clandes- 
tine consultation, the more knowing must detenniiie. 'J'lu* seeds of mischief 
have not yet shot through the thin mould that covcm-s th(‘m ; but perpetually 
watered as they are, it is easy for shaip e)es to see how far their roofs are 
striking. For whore violence is the basis, who can guarantee stability r and 
who can pli^dge the patience of an iidihicied people, whilst the books of a cc»ase- 
less extortion are raking in their vitals? (ckJus vuen^a perpeUda cjraciionum 
hamU pjrcnterantvr.) Where the memory of past wrong and the sense of pre- 
sent grievance inflame them against the nobles — where the udininistration of 
law is confided not to men of legal skill or blameless character, but to the best 
bidder — whore military and civil promotion is irrespective of merit, and the 
strongholds of the public safety are opened by a golden key — where the sol- 
diers, after lavishing their lives for the common weal, get promises for pay, 
and count it good luck when they get a tenth of their wages — where, in short, 
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the people are relaiiuKl in not by the silken cords of kindnosis but 

by the reins of terror and tlie force of fear,— where such bcandals strike every 
eye, what tranquillity can be lastiuj??” ^ 

Then follows a character of the deep politician, at tliai time supreme in 
the councils of Louis XIV. As much in justice to IJairow as to Cardinal 
Mazarin, we ought to givc» this sketch. “ At the head of affairs is one sprung 
from the land of the giants (Sicily), who, rising from obscurity to the sacerdotal 
scarlet, presumed to dispute for the chief authority in the state with princes of 
royal lineage, and aided by their valour, prudence, and popularity — yet tri- 
umphed in the unequal contest* Again, battling with adverse fortune, hurled 
from his eminence, in exile, and declared the jmblic enemy, he contrived to 
procure his own return, to regain the helm, to clieck the triumph of his ene- 
mies, to convert some of them into instruments of bis own, and drive the others 
off the field. Now that be is r(»pluced in the seat of authority, he seems to 
occupy it more st'curely than e\er. lie has astricted to liiiuself by matrimo- 
nial alliance, the chief of the nobility; the governors of the provinces wait 
upon his nod ; and he has filled the frontier garribttus u ith men of his own 
creating, and who ha\e nothing to hope except from him. The revenues of the 
realm flow through his <*offers ; and by him (‘ach ap|K)intment in the army, the 
state, the court, the law, sold and settled. IJis word is law, his w'ili the 
rule of duty, his command the detree «jf faU». Of course, one who managed to 
emerge from dust and darkness into such a splendour, who could project or 
execute such jmrposes, must Ir.ne genius and great (‘ndowments. But these 
are all debased by abundance of dros^. Wliilst accounted powerful and for- 
tunate, be has not yet earned the glory of greatness of soul. A want of good 
faith dims the lustre of good management, and ? craving avarice imparls a 
meanness to all his grand exploit**. Nor can lie ]M>puiar 1«> the last, who 
is inonopolisetl by such a lo\e of money. This is the engine which will hurl 
from its jilace our Mar[K?sian rock — this Deltas, djuvrirov sojerorv— which will 

upset this fortune si) well foiind(‘d and so strongly prop]jed. Whilst by every 
device he scrape** together tnniaure for himself, along with the gold he pockets 
the hatred of the p ‘opli* ; he is rich in money, hut poor in good wishes ; and 
whether his jirofits be not loss, time will discover.” 

Barrow was gratified to find that Protestantism was viewed with some fa- 
vour at court. During an interview with the Queen, the Archbishop of Toulouse 
had complained of the progri'S', d heresy in his proviiqi^, and implored her 
Majesty’s assistance in putting down these serlUhus innovators. The Queen 
instantly replii^d, that she had tried their allegiance, and had found them more 
faithful subjects than some who charged them with sedition. One of the 
marshals of France who stood by affirmed the same. And when the King, 
who happened to come uj), Icurneil the subject of conversation, he closed the 
discussion by saying, that he quite agreed with them, and would take care to 
perpetuate to his Protestant subjods e\ery immunity secured to them by his 
piedccessors. 
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Our truT^^F gives a ttieiancholy account of the state of learning in the 
university. Wilii the exception of Amanld^ whom the Jesuits had expelled 
for favouring the Janllmists, and Robervaile, the mathematician, he looked in 
vain for a successor to the Petaviuse^ the Sirmonds, and the Gassendis of the 
past. He Wits disappointed even with the extent of the collegiate buildings. 
Though they should be all piled into one mass, they could not rival Trinity, 
in extent or magnificence. This mention of his Alma Mater gives occa* 
eion to his ending his epistle with a most passionate apostrophe to that home 
of his learning : ** Though I should traverse all the regions on which the sun 
looks down, never do I hope to see the match of youl At the very thought of 
you, how is my spirit refreshed, and how does my heart rejoice ! How hard to 
be separated from you! how hard to thi^ of any thing besides ! To-morrow 
shall I turn my thoughts to Italy — to Germany next day. This day let me 
dwell with you. With you I began, and with you must end. The Most High 
defend you, and pour into your bo^m peace and plenty, worth and wisdom 
Whatever might be Barrow’s reason for setting out on his travels, disgust with 
the Fellows of his college was not the cause. 

When some months had passed in Paris, he proceeded to Florence, where 
also ho made a lengthened stay. The chief attractions of this city were the 
library and museum of the Grand Duke. Besides perusing many of the rarer 
volumes in that noble collection, he seems to have been much interested by the 
study of 10,000 medals, which formed a cabinet under the charge ot Mr. 
Fitton, an English antiquarian patronised by the duke. 

From Florence he wished to proceed to Rome, but was deterred by tidings 
of the plague. He therefore took advantage of an English vessel in the port 
of Leghorn, bound for the Levant, to prosecute his journey as far as Constan- 
tinople. He has given an r musing account of this voyage in a long set of 
Latin elegiacs* In this poem, by far the most admirable thing is his sketch of 
their Enghsh captain : — 

Cor bene compositum, frons exporrecta, benignum 
Ingenium, sermo comis, aperta manus. 

On ship-board and at sea, so steady and so thoughtful — ashore, so reckless and 
jolly. As soon as he dischaiged his cargo, he dismissed his cares. 

Lsptus amioorum cunctas circumvolat ndes, 

Alternusque illos in sua regna rapit. 

Colloqoso, cantu, vino, conviva benignus, 

Tffiw fart Ittcis, t«iedia nocte tulit. 
lntegl|^ ventre giganteo vinota recondit, 

Nec dubitat plenos evacuare cados. 

Nec vino cerebrum gerit erpugnabile, Ac. 

iJuring the voyage, the courage of this gallant commander was tested by an 
Algerine pirate. They were attacked in the Ionian Sea, but gave the corsair 
so warm a reception, that be was fidn to sheer of^ and leave them to prosecute 
their voyage. Throughout the engagement Barrow kept on deck, and stood 
to his gun with the rest of the crew. Talking on this subject afterwards, Dr. 
Pope asked him, “ Why did not you get down into the hold, and leave the 
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defence of the to those whom it concerned?” He ansiiered^ ** It coneerned 
no man more than myself : I would rather have lost my life dbnn hate Mleni. 
into the hands of these morcilebs infidels*”* 

After touching at Smyrna, they arrived at Conatantmople in the close of 
1657* Barrow’s stay of twelve months at Constantinople is usually ittOntfoned 
merelv as a stage in his travels. To us it seems important as a stage m hia 
mental history. It was at Constantmople that he formed his acquaintaaoe with 
the works of Chrysostom. It must have been inspiration to read the Homilies 
of that prince of preachers, m the city where he penned and spoke them twelve 
centuries before. Do the Sermons of Barrow retain no trace of thm uispira^ 
tion ? We cannot imagine such a student, m such circumstances, perusing 
page by page — ior he read the whole — each folio of the great Greek father — 
without transfusing somewhat of his spint into hit own. It was for something 
better than quotations — though he quotes from him abundantly — that our 
author was indebted to bt. John of Constantmople* In thus pointing out 
Chrysostom as one of the sources of Barrow’s eloquence, we surely need not 
say that we are not charging him with plagiansm. Plagiarism is the vice of 
intellectual poverty , and a mind so iich in its own resources as to be capable 
of thorovghfy appreciating Chrysostom would be incapable of stealing from 
him. It would have no occasion, and it would not know how to appropriate 
the pilfered treasure. Borrowed tnatettals arc not available to such minds, 
for they cannot be fitted into their own workmanship ; but borrowed skill in 
the use of materials is always \aluable. 

During his residence in Turkej, Barrow was much ocnipied m studying 
the Mahometan religion. It possessed more theological importance in those 
days than now , for it was not then so decidedly the exhausted and waning su« 
perstition which it now is. It usually occupied a place second only to Popery 
m the systems of that century ; but in the discourses of Barrow it receives a 
prominence whuh it did not usually obtain m the pulpit, and which shows that 
his mind had been specially am^ted by its pculianties. In his miscellaneous 
Latin works aie an epitome of the Turkish faith, and a ver} long fragment of 
a poem, “ De Religione TurcicA.” 

One of the most remarkable things in Barrow’s travels is the number of 
friendships which he contracted as he passed along. At Florence, he not only 

* Muib eailicr than this, Bairow hod giM.n a proof not more of great courage than gloat strength, 
and more thm eith r cf ^ highly gonoroun spirit When a youth, he was on a visit to a friend m 
the countr^r Being a \ery oa ly riber, he had nunttrid out into the jTirden before any of the 
famil) had appeared , when a fierce mastiff, vvhich had been let loose from his chain for the pro* 

tection of the premists during the night, attacked him with gtoat fury He seised the inimal by 
the thioat and contriied to throw him down and Ue upon him , and whilst msttert were in this 
sitiation, his first impulse was to despatih his assailant Uoweicr, it struck him that it would be 
exceedingly unjust to kill even a dog for doing his duty— * os he himself had no busraesi to be 
wandering about before break of day. Accordingly, enrtmg hia vmce, he called ao loikd that 
aome of the household were alarmed, and haataning to his asawtoiice, rescued the stdudar and 
the dog from their perilous prediuunent 
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M so comphuiy attached to 
WiMtjr a fipqipk ttondoOt that ivhen he was on the point of 

heMMlo^ were exliaii0ted» his ipercantile friend 

bun wildi se mmk money as he required. Barrow did not 
)lG|;^y^ ^ Ar his ed^ffeo of JEpclid’s Data is dafieated to Mr. Stock. 

^ Blj^ffius he i^eceiimd many attentions from the EngUsh ocmsul, Spencer 


l^ton^ onwbom deatbhewrote al^nEkgyt 6^^ And at Constan- 

li^eg^ he contracted a jBnieiiddii]]^ wUidi lasted through life^ with*Sir Thomas 
' IhmdM^ the English embassadior» and Sr Jonathan Daws. These friendships 
were not sudi dsddnous intimacies as strangers of the same nation will form 
when esaually thrown together in a foreign land ; hut they were cemented by 
a sincere and mutual affection, and became peipetnaL This £set says much for 
the frank and amiable dispositions of our author. As ha could presently 
learn to play at all games, so he could accommodate his discourse to ail capa- 
cities, so that it could be agreeable and profitable. He could argue a point 
without arrogance or passion, to convince the learned, and could talk pleasantly 
for the entertainment of easier minds, though he still maintained his own cha- 
racter, which had some such authority as is insinuated in these words of Cicero 


to Atticus — * Non te Bruti nostri vultioulus ab istd omtione deterret His 


delight in society might be almost inferred from the longing regrets with which 
he recalls at distance the pleasant fellowship of Trinity. Colloquiis istis 
lepidis, ingenious, proficuis, quoties me immiscui ! Quoties foco vebtro assidere 
visus sermonibus vestns avidus inhiavi, neo non ipse pro more meo raras voces, 
plerumqtte ad rem parum spectantes interseytti 1” 

After he had spent more than a year in Turkey, he set out on his journey 
home. He had no sooner landed in Venice, than the ship which conveyed him 
took fire, and, with all its cargo, was consumed. From Venice he proceeded 
to England, passing through Germany and Hdland, and arrived at Cambridge 
sennetime in 1659, after an absence of four years. 

Immediately on his return he procured Episcopal ordination from Bishop 
Brownrigg. In doing so, he gave a proof (ff his scrupulous conscientiousness. 
The statutes of Trinity require that every Fdlow shall within a certain time 
etkter into orders, or quit the college. At this period the statute was frequently 
violatad. Many made the d^iressed state of Episcopacy a reason for not ob- 
tainmg ordination, whilst they still continued on the foundation. Barrow’s 
casttietry determined otherwise. 

Tb&re was not a more loyal subject than Isaac Barrow. His devotion to 
the Btuarts was more than loyalty. It was idolatrous adulation. 

Trea mode Carolidtss numero gaodet Beus isto, 

Laelatiatn mbui ne sinat lUe suam; 


* Of bis way of discourse I shall here aote one thug, that when his optniim was demanded, 
he M sliQally speai to the unpertuice as well as to the truth of the question: this was an excel- 
kali aAraetege^ and to be met with (n fttr tnenh oonTOreation 

Tiaotare mnnati norunt. aftstUnare panel 


A HlLlr 
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hardljr nutcbed bf ^ EtHthsianiiuni «& Ottirlak todl i^aHwii 

K4|| :S0X0(Uifi¥ dtfi^rMa i f*th Annii« * * 

*H^^ «rp|p«r K«^«A,af, mm mmXm 

The Solonum of ^ aorth bed no rmdn of bj$ flam ia ti»e 

but, if her bud Greek enotigb to ttU^iOtBind the Setlei^r, ebe my hieitr , 

thought it a doabtfisd compliment to be styled fair as theipieaii of the South/ 
The Bestoratiou excited his unfeigned joy, and no sermon of his oondudes k 
more glowing strains than tho Thanloigitisig ** upon the £ii^ Hafipy Re* 
turn." He was not content with prose. Ha has dealt out his congtaboteioA 
in sixty-five laborious Alcaics, end has bestowed on General Honk e panegyric 
of nearly eq^iial length 

* Qvm te Buno altera, Mouka, 

Laos manet, &(c. 

Tu nisi nutantem vatidis cerriribus asm, 

Anglicus Alcides, fulcisti .... 

Bellerophon nost^, nosterque Georgius, %c. 

It is a pity that he should have stoc^ped to panegyric so imcesrive, .and — even 
though it had been true — so dang^us. It did no good either to the kiiig or 
himself. Charles did not requite congratulatoiy odes with bishoprics, and Banrour 
lived long enough to conclude his own series with the following distich : — 

Te optavit rediturum, Carole, nemo; 

£t seuslt nemo te redilsse minus. 

But the Restoration indirectly led to Barrow's preferment. It occasioned the 
resignation of the Greek chair by Professor Widdrington ; and though an un« 
successful candidate before, he was this time elected without (^ppositioa. It 
would be difficult to name the professorship for which Barrow was not qualified, 
or for which he could not soon have qualified himself. But we questiou whether 
a Greek prelection was the exercise for which he was pre-eminently fitted. 
That he was conversant with tlie language, and able to translate it, no one can 
doubt ; but it may be doubted whether he possessed that Attic taste-.— that fine 
— and dehcate ear, which arc as essential to make a fkseinatiiig or in- 
spiring teacher, as a knowledge of syntax and synonymes is to make a sound 
and accurate scholar. We have our reasons for saying so. No one will assert 
that Barrow was distinguished for an exquisite taste, still less that he was 
eminent for a musical ear. His attempts at versification in the dead languages 
abound in false quantities. He seems to have limited his proper buriuess as a 
professor to the mere study of wardn. Ut vocularum ludicrum aucupium 
morose non dcspiciam,” Ac.; and he speaks of his professorship as a gmnmft^ 
tical tread-mill (pistrmum gramma^cum.) ]3ut the surest proof of all is to 
be found in bis own confession, tliat during the first year after his appointment, 
he lectured on SD|dioclos to empty baches ! 

It must, however, be said in his behalf^ that he entered on the discdiaige 
of his new duties with a sufficieut sense their magnitude, and with a very 
humble depreciatiou of his own abSities. In his Inauguml Address, after mm- 
merating ffis predecessors from Erasmus to Duport, be exclaims— When I 
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^kuitruMift fbr their writings, crowned 

(Mid^ oad ihewMie my eyoB nponmyed^ and coQtieiiiplatd 

the mimvm rf my my vimmty^ lAe long interrup- 

ts <of % etdl^ Ubi ancoaOi ilaMiMa of my etj^e, and the sctmtiziess 
^ btcttedt^ fendtara^ n Araadfiil coiu^ntnafekm aeiaea me, deepeir 

me» a ptdeiMs wxSam my countenance discdbuied by Tarioos 
^thahllbiQ, thinking what a deed I have attempted, what a burden I am binding 
W> -my ahouldeim to what a peril I am expowng my devoted head!”—" What 
' am !, that with feeUe arm t riftduld handle the apear of Achilles? What a 
dwarf am I, that I should wiunch his dub from the fist of Hercules ? I, a wasp, 
' dbat I should choms the Cicadas? such a |ay, that after so many Attic nightin- 
gales, I should attempt a Grecian lay? In short, what am 1, that I should essay 
a task which has tried the strength of men who have read more authors than I 
have seen, who have published more woribi than I can master, and who carry 
in their memories more books than I have collected in my library?”* He tells 
them, " that he cannot for veiy horror look down from his eminence on such an 
aug^ assemUage, lest his head should grow giddy, and be should sink appalled 
under a sense of the incredible boldness which had elevated him so far above 
his proper station,” It was not long till his considerate audience relieved his 
modesty ; for in his next Oration from the same place, he tells them that be 
has bemi sitting there, like Prometheus on his rock, muttering to deserted 
benches Greek phrases and derivations. Perhaps a wandering freshman had 
occamonally stumbled in, but as soon as he heard three words of tragic Greek be 
was sure to scamper off— -till at last he was left in such a sobtnde, that ho felt 
comforted in knowing that he ooold not disgust any more of them— for none 
bf them were there.” It appears that Sophocles had been the subject of bis 
first course of prelections; but the tCEigedian having failed to secure an au- 
dience, he resolves to discard him, and in this second address starts the question, 
Whom diall he substitute in his place ? The election falls on Aristotle, and 
0# ibe wbrks of Aristotle, on the " Rhetoric to Theodectes.” This, like the 
perusal of St. Chrysostom, we deem a significant event in the literary histoiy 
of Barrow* From reading that OraUo Sarcamica, we can have no doubt that 
^ Aristotle was his master among the ancients. Some of the praise which he 
aixsunuiiateB tm his favourite may now appear excessive ; but at all events, it 
proves the einoerity and ardour of Barrow’s admiration. And we cannot help 
thinkiiig him a wiser man, who re&d Aristotle till he found something to praise 
in Mm, than many since his time, who have no better reason for sneering at 
Aristotlei than that they have not read him, or have not capacity to understand 
hhm Nor could Barrow have chosen, among all the works of the Stagyiite, 
4me more suitifole for the purposes of academic study than the Theodectean 
Bib0tori(% In the present age it is little quoted, and more seldom read. But 
In «Mfc because it is not the beet book 0% the subject, It is a severe work. 

^ * OiAttu euih Gr»f*ir Uttgim «ikccntlf*nt, 1660 . 



LtF» OF Pm tmow. ^ ' 'm 

It bas not tmifbm or 

oTea Qttifictfliaai i biM; for ^ Wmn^ 

it k befoxo ibMi Xt is bo fAltom^faki^ sul {»i«eti4»l-^B0 
me, and yet so briof^every wjimkm ^nutdsd in tbo dsepsst ]E|K»wM|pi vS 
our nature, and yet rendered so unosti^iMi^ fsitiiffislr, as to V fitted fisMSiO^ 
most common uses of the most unpretendb; we are surpmsi 

and sorry that prejudice should have sent it Into i^litioii. Bartow was a«v 
quainted with it. He made it a tent^ioofc at Cambridge; but befiwe that, w« 
BuspOct he had made it a text-bode for himself. It would not be difficult to 
illustrate almost every rule of the Aristotelian Rhetoric with examples firom t^e 
Sermons of Barrow. In one psrticular, he wot|ld hare contented the heart of 
his ^reat preceptor— always making Icgtc the groundwork of his eloquence ; 
for some of the most striking passages in Barrow are only logic animated. In 
another respect there is a remarimble dififerenoe betwixt the acholar and lus 
master. In st^te they have no resemblance. Each may surely be allowed to 
have been master of his native tongue— but they show that mastery in a very 
different way. Aristotle shows it by always employing the fittest word^ 
Barrow by employing appropriate words^ In a language foil of tenqiting sync- 
nymes, \ribtotle showed a decisive promptitude of 6election**^in a scantier dih* 
lect, Barrow had not self-denial to reject a fislicitous expression when it came, 
although he had already used another sufBciently expressive. With AiistotiK 
it is exquisite dictionis proprieta6”-^with Barrow, ** mirifica ubeftss f but 
singularly enough, with both the effect is nervosa vk.” When speakiiig of 
riietonc, it may be worth while mentioning mi exemplification of one of its 
%urc8 rarely exemplified— we mean an abrupt termination— givmi by Barrow 
at the close of the discourse above referred to. Having announced that the 
subject of their future studies was to be the Rhetoric of Anstotle, he proceeds— 
Expectatifi jam forsan, imo metuitis, ut de rhetonefi dicam aliqoid ; ut elo** 
quentiflp diutius imtnorer encotmis celebrandae : quasi vero ipsa se satis ihetorica 
non esset dlcendo ; quasi non ad laudandam eloquentiam ipsa imprimis i^us sit 
eloquentil, a qufi ego tarn longe absum, tarn vehementer abhorreo, ut ad ejus 
vel Btupeam nomen, ad solam mentionem obmutescam. Dixi.** We are not 
sure that the cleue^'ness of this sentence is surpassed by anything in the au- 
thor’s Latin Orations. 

The influence of Aristotle on Barrow is not a fact to be ovcsrlooked by those 
who study literary history for its most important purpose— the analysis of li- 
terary talent, or in other words, tb discover the sources of literacy greatness. 
The mould of Barrow’s mind was not originally Aristotelian. Xt was rather 
formed after the type of Plato’s — more mathematical than logical— more coh- 
templative than didactic— remarkable for amplitude rather than oonoentration* 
But the taste of the times» and his occasions of study, brought him more con** 
vertant with the less om^nisl mmdi and in Benw we have an emnnide of 
a Platonic genius tutored by the Aristotelian diariplme. Othm msy discu«$ 
iho question, whether it would have been few tibe advantage of suTb a gettiUh to 
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liave been wJioHy left to its native bent ? and whether Barrow would have been 
a ^eater man, had he not made Aristotle his idol ? All that concerns his 
biographer is to mentiohi the fact, which is simply this — that of all the ancients 
there is none whom he extols so highly, ^juotes more frequently, or appears to 
have studied more carefully, than Aristotle. 

July 16, 1662, having now taken his degree of Bachelor in Divinity, be 
was elected Professor of Geometry in Gresham College, London. In this 
situation he gave a proof of the extent of his attainments, by supplying for a 
time the place of his colleague Dr. Pope, Professor of Astronomy, whilst 
himself discharging the duties of his own department. 

Barrow had now obtained employment to his liking. The abstract sciences 
were those for which his mind was formed, and it was with an eifort that he 
applied to any other. This, too, was a propitious time for these sciences in 
England. They were reviving in the persons of Hooke and Wallis, and Wren 
and Collins, and without anachronism we may add Newton. Their cultivation 
was no longer confined to insulated individuals ; but they were prosecuted by 
such numbers, and wdth such success, that the need was felt of some mfrepot 
for their discoveries. The Philosophical Society at Cambridge, and the Royal 
Society in London, were the first fruits of this revival of the sciences. J3arrow 
was not one of the original Fellows to whom the royal charter was granted, but 
he was elected, May 166.3, in the first choice mode by the Council. lie has 
not enriched the Philoso}diic4il Transactions by any ])aper of liis own. 

In the same year 1663, Mr. Lucas founrW a Professorship of Muthematios 
at Cambridge. Barrow’s friend and pulron, Bisliop Wilkitis, liad siiirici<uit 
interest with the trustees to ])r()cure tlie appointment for him. And he de- 
served it. Not only had he discharged his obligations to Gresham College to 
the satisfaction c»f every one, Imt he hud given a striking display of his recti- 
tude and disinterestedness by declining an offer of rich preferment in the church, 
because the condition of teaching the patron’s son looked too like a simpniacal 
compact. The same disinterestedness ocroiupanicd him back to Cambridge. 
He might, without violating any law, and even without manifest injury to his 
patrons, have maintained bis jdaci'. in Gresham CoUt'ge, along with his Luca- 
sian Professorship. But as his own exigencies, and still less the interests of 
science, did not require it, hci rPbigned his appointment in the metropolis and 
went to live at Cambridge. Knowing too, how apt such foundations were to 
subside into sinecures, he stipulated that it ^'bould be one of the condititms of 
the nomination, that both he and his successors should be bound to present the 
University every year with ten written lectures. 

This was the third professorship to which Barrow had been elevated within 
a period of four years. His inaugural address ou each occasion is preserved. 
They are much in the same strain. They all begin with an eulogium. In 
taking possession of the Greek, chair he praises his predecessors — in entering 
on the Gresham and Lucuisian Professorships he extols the founders. These 
panegyries occupy about half ihe oration, and suggest another topic by way of 
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coutrabi — the depreciation of himself. “ Iiifantulum Hercnli^ patuUioiiem 
Atlanti, Phaelontem Phcpbo qnendam successisse.” This ia usnally the least 
manly and taataftil part of the performance. Such extravagant self-debaaement 
in public, and in language of studied eloquenoe, is a dangerous humility. There 
is a pride in thus ostentatiously trampling on our pride, and it is sure to ob* 
tain no credit with the audience. The following sentence with which he con* 
eludes his opening lecture in the mathematical school, is the only becoming 
sentiment of the kind which we have noticed, and it is happily conceived. If 
1 have tired you,” he says, facile me consolabor, quinimo magnopere congra- 
tulabur mihi, validum inde deducturus argumontum, certum angurium desnmp- 
turns, quod optimum me hodie prmstiterim mathematicum, hoc esi, pessiinum 
oratorem.” The only other thing which these orations contain is an argument 
for the pre-eminent excellence of that department of study on which they are 
about to enter. An opening lecture can funiish little scope for variety, when 
even Barrow’s ha\e the appearance of recipe* 

Barrow retained his new professorbhip for six years only, and as he then 
took a formal leave of Geometry, this may be the place — though it should 
occasion our anticipating a few incnlents — to give some account of his mathe- 
matical studies. 

Ilih oditioiiR t>f Euclid’s Elements and Data have been mentioned already. 
Ilib next publication did not appear till 1672. It was his “ Lec tiones Opticse,” 
which be prepared for the press at the close of his professional labours, and 
dedicated to the executors of Mr. Lucas as the first-fnuts of their endowment. 
Among tlie friends who had urged the publication of these Lectures, was his 
pupil Mr. Isaac Newton. In his preface he mentions, that D. Isaacus 
Newton, Collega uoster, peregregine vir indolis oc insignib peritioe,” had revised 
the text, and not only suggested some corrections, but supplied some impor- 
tant additions from bis own store. Anotlier friend who had much to do in 
the publication of the Lectures was Mr. John Collins, whose extensive cor- 
responckmce with the mathematicians of the 17th century, both at home and 
abroad, has since been given to the world, under the title of “ Commercium 
Ei»ibtolicum.” * The foUowing are two of the letters w’hicli Barrow addressed 
to this zealous friend, whilst his Optics” were in the press : — 

“ Dear Sir, “ Easter^Eoe^ 16C9. 

“ I have received all yours. The first, if it Lad been delivered to me in 
time, might have prevented you some trouble ; for had I known Mons'. Huy- 
gens had been printing his Opficksy I should hardly have sent my booke. He 
is one that hath had considerations a long time upon tliat subject ; and is used 
to be very exact in what he does ; and bath joyned much ex|)erience with bis 


* The reader mill find Bariovr’e mathematicai correapondcnce in the Appendur. It h cha- 
racterUtle of the man, and in many ways carious. We do not hnuv any edition of bis works in 
wluch it has appeared. * 
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specuIatiojiB. What I have done w oidy what in a small time my thoughts 
4id suggest, and I never had opportunity of any experience ; bo that I have 
great reason to believe what ho hath done with so much advantage in all re- 
spects, will be much more perfect, yet seeing perhaps there may be in mine 
some things, which have not occurred to him, or which he did not intend to 
consider, you may, if you think good, proceed in ordering the impression ; the 
manner of which I wholly refer to your discretion. I have severall new (I 
suppose) geometricall theoremeh of a general importance ; which j)erhaps I may 
put together, and add as an appendix^ having digested them into Lec tures, &c. 
I intended to send you some of them, but my busynesse hath hindered me ; 
which (besides pupills and other ordinary employments) bath been imposed 
upon me by the College. ^Tis to make Theological Dibcourses (as our Sta- 
tutes order) upon the chiefe points of Cateehisme (the Creed, Decalogue, Lord’s 
Prayer, Sacraments, &c.) which out of terme so takes up my thoughts, that I 
cannot easily apply them to any other matter. For 1 have that imperfection, 
as not to be able to draw my thoughts easily from one thing to another.” 

« Dear Sir, « April 23 , 1 m. 

“ I received your last, and thereby perceive that your honest printer 
yet somewhat slow in performance. I request you to blott out tlios(* four erses 
inscribed Juventuti Acctdemicat: for a friend, wliose advice I asked, bath per- 
suaded me that they are not proper. For the 13th Lecture, being 1 t(»okc the 
pains to cxscribe it, and prepare it (»s w(‘ll as ever I should doe it, as 1 thinko) 
I had rather it should passe; but um content you should doe therein us )ou 

please Concerning the character which you spoke of, of my bookes, 1 

shall esteeme luyself obliged to you, if you will effect that there be nothing 
said of them in the Pliilosophicall Reports beyond a short and simple account 
of their subject. 1 pray let there be nothing in commendation or discommen- 
dation of them ; but let them take their fortune or fate pro vaptn ketoris. 
Any thing more will cause me displeasure, an<l will not doe them or me any 
good.” 

The sensible aud modest request conveyed in the close of this letter was 
strictly complied with — for though an account both of his Lectiones Opiicce 
and Geometric^ was inserted in the Philosophical Transactions (vol. vi.), there 
18 not a word either in commendation rr discommendation.” Thair fate was 
to be very little noticed at the time ; for after they had been severul } ears in 
the wcrlj, lie hoard of only two men who ha<l given them a careful perusal. 
These were Slusius t»f Liege, aud James Gregory in Scotland. The latter had 
seen the Lectiones Optiew, aud w'rites time to Collins — “ Mr. Barrow in his 
Opticks sheweth himself a most subtil geometer, so that I think liim superior 
to any that ever 1 looked upon. 1 long exceedingly to see his Geometrical 
LectvreSf especially because I have some notions upon that subject by mee. I 
entreat you to send them to mee presently, as they come from the presse, for I 
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esteem the auttior more than yee can imagine.” Though he could not but be 
gratified with the approbation of snch a man, he could not afford td publifili for 
so select a circle of readers ; and the general neglect of such subjects tended to 
produce in his own mind a dissatisfoctionVith the science itself. Fur though 
his edition of Apollonius, &c. appeared subsequently to his Optics, it had bei^ 
prepared for the press before them ; and with the publication of the latter work 
he seems to have taken leave of mathematics altogether, lie resigneil the 
chair in 1 GG9, and at his own request was succeeded by his favourite pupil, the 
iminort.al Newton. 

The value of Barrow’s mathematical labours has been underrated by some 
recent writers. The following is the fairest estimate of their importance which 
we remember to have met with : — His Lectiones GeometriccB are filled with 
profound investigations respecting the properties of curvilincal figures ; and in 
the method of tangents which he has explained in that work, we clearly discover 
the germ of the fiuxional calculus* This ingenious method, which is a great 
simplification of the rule given by Fermat, differs in nothing but the notation, 
^rom the method of finding the subtangent by the Differential Calculus. The 
Optical Lectures of Dr. Barrow are distinguished by the same original views 
which rhuracterize his l^ectures on Geometry. His beautiful theory of the 
ajqiarent place of ohjccta seen by refraction or reflection, and the elegant de- 
tcnninjitions which he has given of the form of the images of rectilineal objects 
receive^l from mirrors and lenses, entitle him to the highest praise. By push- 
ing these researches a little farther, Barrow could not fail to have discovered 
the caustic or Tsrhirnhausenian curves.”* To this we have only to add the 
service which he rendered to mathematical science by restoring the works of 
some of its great fathers. To publish imp^o^od editions of Euclid, Archimedes, 
Apollonius, and Theodosius, should of itself have procured for Barrow a place 
of note in the history of matliematical learning. But be hud a still more ori- 
ginal merit In the improvements which he introduced into the language of 
geometry. He discarded many of the cumbrous circumlocutions which had 
been considered essential to the ancient strictness^ and by a judicious employ- 
ment of symbol*' did much to promote its perspicuity. At the same time he 
bad too high veneration for the approven methods of antiquity, to substitute 
in their place the notation which then began to prevail. For tliis he was often 
commended by Newton, f 

After all, it is frivolous to be disputing at this time of day about the ex- 
tent of Barrow’s mathematical acquirements. His fame does not rest on the 
fact of his having held two geometrical professorships in succession — of his 
having been admired by the greatest mathematicians of the day — of his having 


* Edin. Encyclop. Art. Barrow. 

t Pemberton’s View of Sir Isaac Newton’s Pbilpsophy,”— Preface. Pembertons own opi- 
nion of Barrow is, that he may be esteemed as having diewn a compaM of invention equal, if 
not superior to any of the moderns, our author (Newton) only excepted.” 
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been the tutor and predecesscMr of Newton. It rests on his works, and these 
are such that we do not know of any one throughout the whole of last century 
who ever doubted hia pretensions. Even those whu* had not English or sense 
enough to understand his Sermons, allowed that he was a mathematician.* 
And Montucla, who called him a poor philosopher because he believed in the 
irntnortality of the soul and the existence of God, is full of “ admiration^' and 
** enchantment'* when ho speaks of the fertility of ideas and tlie multitude of 
new and mriouh theorems “ de ce mvanl geomotre.”'!' 

And yet for as ^scinating as he found hib favourite science, he seems to 
have been haunted for some time before he quitted it with an uneasy feeling 
that there was a science yet nobler on which he bught to be employed. To 
divinity he had early determined himself, and one occurrence after another had 
diverted him from its special prosecution. During the last years of his profes-* 
sional life, this uneasiness appears to have increased upon him ; and while com* 
menting on Archimedes, he could not help casting a wistful glance on such a 
book as Suarez de Legihus as more appropriate and pleasant employment. 
Abraham Hill has copied from the fly-leaf at the beginning of his Apollonius, 
the following beautiful ejaculation. We do not translate it. The original 
volume with its autograph inscription is still preserved, if we do not mibtake, 
in the Li})rary of the Royal Society: — 

*0 rt.ia* y SfiV T 'I, 

Ttt autem, Dominus, quantiis es Gcomotial qnum onim haec scientia nullos ter- 
minos habcat ; cum in hempiternum nuvDvuin thoorematum inventioiii locus rclin- 
quator, otiam pencb hutnanuin ingcziium, tii iino htec omnia intuitu porspccta habes, 
absque cat(‘na conf>c«iucntiarnin, absque tu^liu domonKtrationum. Ad emtera pciie 
nihil facerc potest intclicctus noster; ct tanqnain brutorum phantasia videtur non 
nisi incerta qusedam soiimiare, unde in iis quot siuii homines tot existunt fere sen- 
tentim; In his coii««piratur ab omnibus, in hih hunuuium ingenium be posse aliquid, 
imo iiigcns arujuid tt mirificum viaiim est, ut nihil inagis mirum, quod enim in 
Cfetcrjs pene incptuui, in hoc eflScax, bcdnlnm, probperum, &c. To igitur vel ex 
hac re ainaro gaudeo, te suspicor, atque ilium diem dcsidcrare suspiriis fortibiis in 
quo purgata monte ot claro oculo non hacc solum omnia absque hac sticccssiva et 
laboriosa iinaginandi cura, vcruiu multo plura et majora ox tua bonitate et iminen- 
bisbima sanctiLsimaquc benignitaie conspicere et scire concodatur. 

Barrow’s was not an unuMial situation. He felt that he was held fast in the 
hand of a science which had early caught and enchained him ; and yet he knew 
that he w’as not where he ought to bo, till once he had given himself wholly to 
another wliich had still earlier and holier claims u)K)n him. His £rst attempt 
was a compromise. He sought to impirt a theological complexion to his ma- 
thematics. If he could not give himself to Bible divinity, he would at least 
fiftudy a divine philosophy. But he found that even this would not satisfy the 
claims of coubcicnce. At his ordination ho had vowed to serve God in the 
Gospel of his Son, and he could not make a Bible out of Euclid, nor a pulpit 
out of his matheindt ical chair. His only redress was to quit them both. 

* Ih<taf Barrow, Tbeolf>j!ripn obspui , matliematunen plu»* conuu ’* EHcyrlop^dii Meihodtqut, 
f Moultuti Hibtoiii iIpii Mdtht^miitiqnos An, VJl tom. u p. SS. 
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What may haTe been the full extent of the feeling at work in the mind of 
this conscientious man^ we havo scarcely the means of determining* May we 
hope that God, by his Spirit, was teaching him to “ count all things but loss 
f(»r the exceUency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord?*^ Or was it 
only that he felt unhappy till he was engaged In the work which he had selected 
for the business of his life ? Whatever was the reason, his abdication of the 
professorship confirms the remark, that “ his whole history is one of resigna- 
tion of profits upon principle " 

After this he lived quietly a Follow of his College, busied only in writing 
Sermems, many of which u ere never preached. The only preferment in the 
Church which he obtained, was first a small sinecure in Wales, from his uncle 
the Bishop of St. Asaph; and afterwards a prebcndul stall in the Cathedral of 
Salisbury, from his friend Dr. Seth Ward, its Bidiop. This preferment brought 
no increase of fortune to the contented holder ; for he dispensed all the income 
in charity, and resigned both the one and the other as soon as he reached the 
summit of his earthly ambition in Udng made MastiT of Trinity. 

This ajipoiiitment tot»k place in l(i72. His predecessor was Dr. Pearson, 
wdiose nldest w^ork is, like Barrows (»\vn, an Exposition of the (^reed. We 
supposL* that the world is indebted for both works— one of them the most 
hvinu'd, and the other the most eloquent Exjiosition of the Apostles* Creed in 
lb(» English language — to that statute of Trinity alluded to in Barrow's letter 
formerly quoted (p, xwiii.) Dr. Pearson W'os promoted to the Bishopric of 
Che-'ter, and Burrow to the Mastership of Trinity. On this occasion the 
King made some small amends for the neglect with which he had, throughout 
twohe years, tn*ated tJie loyal son of a devoted servant, hy saying that “ he 
hail givi‘u it to the best scholar in England.’* His Majesty had surely been 
long in discovoiing his most learned sabj<»rt, and must ha\o thought learning 
t'asily rew’arded, when he bad no bishopnc to bestow on ‘‘ the best scholar in 
England.” 

When the patent of his a])p(>intnient was brought to him, he found that it 
eonliiined a clause permitting him to marry, a privilege wliich had been ex- 
tended to some of his predecessors. But as be considered tlie dispensation a 
direct violation of statute, he refused to accept it, anil was at the expense of 
having u new patent made out, exempt from the obnoxious permission. As 
A^mlrew Mehdlle said of the Kirk, he could say of his College — that he w'as 
wedded to it. And ho was exceedingly indulgent to it. Tliat wealthy corpo- 
ration had been accu-stomed to uphold its credit for opulence by the style in 
which It maintained its Master. lie was allowed the luxury of a coach, and 
had a variety of perquisites from the College revenue. All these Dr. Barrow 
remitted, and a<l0]>ted wiser expedients for sustaining the magnificence of the 
foundation. He set on fool a subscription for building a College library, and 
wade prodigious exertions in furthering his cherished project. Besides his 
own pecuniary contributions, which were very large, Mr. Hill mentions, that , 
he wrote out wdiole quires of jiaper in lettej> to rich and influential personages. 
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^chiefly ivbo had been tdmini of that College ; and not content with so* 
liciting their support) he always made a point of acknowledging any counta* 
nance whidi they nuight have given* The result of his zeal and unremitting 
labours, was the erection of an edifice* which has ever since been one of the 
architoctural glories of Cambridge, and which has from time to time received, 
in addition to its other acquisitions, the entire libraries of learned collectors. 

The only incident of a public kind which broke in upon the arti> e retire- 
ment of liis College life, was his election to the Vice-Cxliancellorship of the 
Univerbity — the duties of which did not prove onerous, and us soon as they 
were discharged, he gladly relinquished an office which he coveted all the less 
because it was counted an h<mour. In this plux'e, seated to his ease and 
satisfaction, a station wherein of all others in the world he could have been 
most useful, and which he meant not to make use of as a step to ascend higher, 
he abated nothing of his btudics. He yielded the day to public business, and 
took from his morning sleep many hours, to increase his stock of Sermons, and 
write his Treatise on the Pope’s Supremacy. lie understood Popery both at 
home and abroad ; he lind narrowly observed it, militant in England, trium- 
phant in Italy, disguised in France ; and had earlier apprehensions than most 
others of the approaching danger, and would ha\^e appeared with the forwardcNt 
in a needful time.” * 

The Treatise on the Pope’s Supremacy he did not live to jmldish. It is 
Raid that the state of his manu'^cript, preserved in Trinity College Library, 
indicates the prodigious pains which he had bestowed uiion it, chielly in the 
compilation of authorities. As it L, no one can ojien it at any page without 
being struck by its amazing research. Yet Barrow was not satisfied with what 
he had already quoted. Many confirmatory passages were fttill in his iniud, fur 
the insertion of which he had left blank spaces at the time : when on his ch'ath- 
bed, he placed the whole in the hands of Dr. Tillotson, saying, ‘‘ I hope it is 
indifferent perfect, though not altogether as I intended it, if (Jod had granted 
me longer life,” Hod he himself not indicated these omissions, no one could 
have detected them. No argument of moment, nay hardly any considera- 
tion properly belonging to it, hath escaped his large and comprehensive mind. 
He hath said enough to silence the controversy for ever, and to deter all vvih() 
men, of both sides, from meddling any farther with it .’’f And what the Arch- 
bishop has said about its nrgumpnis is equjdly true of its testbnonies. In the 
words of a modern critic, Wo can imagine nothing wherounto to liken the 
glorious work of Barrow, but the mighty telescope of Ilerschel — an instru- 
ment which brings up, from the abyss of space, a countless multitude of lumi- 
naries, which hid themselves from the search of onussisted vision. Even so docs 
the gigantic labour of Barrow call up from the deptlis of antiquity a galaxy of 
wituebses, which pass over our field of view' in perfect order and distinctness, 
and shed a broad and steady illumination over the path of the inquirer.” f 

' A. Um. + Arclibibhop Tillotbon, in preface. J Brithh Critic, vol. a. p 149. 
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He was in the prime of life» and ** occupying^' amidst these labours^ when the* 
messenger of death came for him. He had gone to London in April 1677* snd on 
the 1 3th of that month preached the Passion Sermon at Guildhall* This was the 
4 >econd sermon for which he over receiyed a pecuniary recompense, and was the 
last sermoru save one, which he ever spoke in public. It is a long discourse, and 
in some respects the most remarkable and interesting in his collected works. 
The exertion of deJivoring this sermon brought on a cold, which terminated in 
fever. The following account of his last sickness is from the pen of his affec- 
tionate friend Dr. Pope : — “ The lust time he was in London, whither he came, 
as it is customary, to the election of Westminbtcr scholars, he went to Knigbts- 
bridge to give the Bishop of Salisbury a visit, and then made me engage my 
word to come to him at Trinity College immediately after the Michaelmas en- 
suing. I cannot express the rapture of joy I was in, having, as T thought, so 
near a prospect of his charming and instructive conversation : I fancied it would 
be a beaten on earth; for he was immensely rich in learning, and very liberal 
and communicative <»f it, delighting in nothing more than to impart, to others, 
if (hev desiroil if, whatevc*r ho bad attained by rnucli time and study: but of a 
sudden all my hopes vanished, and were melted like snow liefore the sun. Some 
few' d^^^^ after, he f*anie again to Knightbbridge, and sate down to dinner; but 
I ubsened be did not eat : whereupon 1 asked him, how it w'as with him. He 
anNwered, that he had a slight m(Us}iosition hanging about him, with which he 
had struggled two or three days, and that bo hoped hy fast hi and opium to 
get it t>ff, as he had removi'd another and more dangerous sickno'^s at ('onstan- 
tinojile some \ears before. But these remedies aMiiled him not : his malady 
proved, in the event, an inward, malignant, and insuperable fever, of which he 
died May 4, 1677. in the 47th year of his age, in mean lodgings, at a sadlorts, 
near (haring (^rim^ which he had used for several }eiii*s : for though his con- 
dition was much bettered by his obtaining the mastership of Trinity College, 
yet that hod no bad influence on his morals ; he still continued the same bumble 
person, and could not be prouiled upon to take more respectable lodgings.” 

I'he following particulars are recorded in the life of liis successor, Dr. John 
North ; though ^here seems to be a discrepancy regarding the jduce of his death 
which w'e are unable to explain: — The good Dr. Barrow ended bis days in 
London, in a prebend’s house, that had a little stair to it out of the cloisters, 
which made him call it a mn7i’{i nest, and I presume it is so called at this day. 
The Master’s diboaso was an high fever. It had been his custom, contracted 
when he was at Coustaulinophs in all his maladies, to cure himself with opium. 
And, being very ill, (probably) augmented his dose, and so inflamed his fever, 
and at the same time obstruct c<l the crisis : for he was as a man knocked dowrt, 
and had the eyes of one distracted. Our Doctor (North) seeing him so, wus 
struck with horror ; for he, that knew liim so well in his best health, could best 
distinguish ; and when he left him> he concluded he should see him no more ; 
and so it proved.” 

VoL. I. 
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Dr. Barrow was buried in Westminbter Abbey. His friends, by a sub- 
scription Bxnong tbemselyes, erected a marble monument, surmounted by a 
bust, to his memory. The inscription on that monument was composed by 
Dr. Mapletoft, Professor of Physic ju Gresham Colleg'e, who, like BaiTow 
himself, afterwards relinquished medicine for the ministry. 

ISAACUS BARROW, 

S. T, P. Begi Carolo Ih a Sacris, 

Vir prope divinus, et vere magnus, si quid magni Iiabont 
Pietas, probitas, tides, summa eruditio, par modcsfia, 

Mores sanctissimi undequaque et suavissiini. 

Goomctrise Professor Loudini Gresliamcnsis, 

Grsecffi Linguse, et Mathcscos apud Cantabrigienscs suos. 

Cathedi'as omncs, ccclesiam, gentem ornavit. 

Collegium S. 8. Trinitatis Prseses illustravit, 

Jactis Bibliotheca) vere regiee fuudatuentia auxit. 

0\»es,Vw)tiores, et umveTii^ura amVAtam, 

Ad majora natus, non coutexnpsit, sed religuit seculo. 

Doum, quein a feneiis coluit, cum primis iiniiatus est 
Paucisslmis egendo, benefaeiendo qiiam pluriniis, 

Etiam posteris, quibiis vel mortuus concionari non dosinit. 

CsBtera, et pone majora ex scriptisj^^eti possunt. 

Abi, Lector, ct eemulare. 

Obiit IV. die Mail, Ann. Dorn, mdclxxvit. 

Altat. XLVji. 

Monuinentum hoc Amici posucre. 

“ What-like a man was Isaac Barrow?” Tliis question W’ould have been 
more easily answered, were we sure ot possessing an authentic jmrtrait. Mr. 
Hill asserts that “ Ins picture was never made from the life, and (lie effig} on 
his tomb doth little resemlde him.” But the account of Dr. Ward is different. 
He tells us, that lie could never he prevailed on to sit for his picture ; but 
some of his friends found means to get it taken without his knowledge, wliile 
they di\(‘rted him with such discourse as engaired Ins attention.” * It is farther 
stated, that this likeness was taken by Mis. Beale, a celebrated portrait -painter 
of that day, and it is even added in whose poshossion the picture then was. The 
likeness has some internal evidence ; for Barrow is said to have borne a strong 
resemblance to the figures of M. Brutus on the Roman Denami. At all events, 
he was below the middle size, and very thin, hut remarkably athletic and strong. 
He had a fair complexion, and a tranquil countenance, with a penetrating ex- 
pression ; grey and somewhat short-sighted eyes ; light auburn hair, naturally 
much curled* 

Of bis general habits not much can now be told. He was a very early riser, 
and — ^with two exceptions — very temperate in his habits. He indulged greatly 
in all kinds of fruit, alleging, that if the immoderate use of it killed hundreds 
in autumn, it w'as the means of preserving thousands throughout the year. But 
he was still fonder of tobacco. He called it his Probably ho had 


Ward’k Luev of tbe Grevham Piolessorn, p. 163. 
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learned the use of it where be found the opium which killed him at last * — in 
Turkey. He believed that it helped to compose and reg^ulate his thoughts* 
But doubtless," as Ward remarks, with some simplicity, and more truth, « the 
sedatontsss of his mind, close attention to his subject, and unwearied pursuit of 
it till he conquered all its difficulties, joined with a great natural sagacity and 
solid judgment, were the true secret why he thought bO justly, and wrote with 
that great accuracy and cleame&s.” 

The fclovenliiiess in dress for which he was remarkable when a schoolboy, 
continued with him all his days. A ludicrous example of its effect on one 
occasion is related by Dr. Pope. Dr. Wdkins, while rector of St. LawTence- 
Jewry, a^kod Dr. Barrow to preach for him one Sunday when be felt indisposed. 
Accordingly the Doctor came, and mounted the pulpit in bis ordiiiaiy crafts- 
man-looking guise, u'ith a pale meagre t^ountenance, his collar unbuttoned, and 
his long silky curls dangling in uncombed confusion. Immediately all the 
congregation was in an uproar, us if the church were falling, and they scam- 
pering to have their lives, eat'h shifting for himself w^lh great precipitation. 
There was such u noise of pattens of serving-maids and ordinaiy women, and 
of unlockitig of pews, and cracking of seats, caused by the younger sort climb- 
ing haslilv over them, that I confess, 1 thought all the congregation w^re mad. 
Bu^ the good Doctor, seeming not to take notice of this disturbance, proceeds, 
names his text, and preacliod his sermon to two or three gathered, or rather 
left tt)gc1her, of which numhor, as it fortunately happened, Mr. Baxter, tliat 
eminent Non-coiiforiuist, was one." Among those who staid out the sermon 
was a young man, aj)pareutly an apprentice, or at best the foreman of a shop, 
who at costed the Dot lor a> he came down fnnn the pulpit — “ Sir, be not dis- 
mayed, foi r asiipre you 'twus a g(*od sermon.” Afterwards, when Dr. Pope 
asked hini. ^ imt ‘lid you think when you saw' the congregation running away 
from ,ou?” J thought,” said he, “ they did not like me or my sermon; and 
I have no reason to 1 k» angry with them for that.” — “ But what was your opi- 
nion of the apprenticf* ?” “ I take him to be a very civil person, and if I could 
meet witli him, Pd ])^e^ent him with a iKillle of wine.” The matter did not 
end here. In Dr. Wilkins's (‘ongregution were a number of grave wealthy 
citi/eiis, wh(» having ))t*en accustomed to hear a succession of the abh*st minis- 
t(Ts, hotl constituted themselves into a lH)ard of sermon-approvers. Theae judges 
came in a body to Dr. Wilkms, to remonstrate with him for allowing “ an igno- 
rant scandalous fellow” to occupy his pulpit; ailding, that they supposed ho was 
a starved i-uvalier, or a country ]iarson, who had Iwen se(jue‘vtered for delin- 
quency, When they had ftnisbed their representations, the worthy Hector told 
them that they had mistaken for once — as tlie person whom they thus despised 
was a pious man, a learned scholar, and an excellent preacher. For the con- 
firmation of what he said, he appealed to Mr. Baxter, who happened to be with 
him at the time, and whom they all allowed to be a competent judge. Then, 
said Mr. Baxter, « Dr. Barrow preached so well, that I could wilhngly have , 
been his auditor all day long.” On hearing this deliverance from such a quar- 
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, tetv they wre not a little confused, ^nd had no better apolog^y to ofier than the 
bad one, that they had not waited to hear the sermon. By way of reparation, 
they begged that Dr. Wilkins would prevail on hiw friend to try thorn once more, 
when they promised to bring all theiic families, and remain to the end. But 
Dr. Barrow had got enough of St. LawrGnce-.Tewry. 

Though at one period of his life he had suffered much from the narrowness 
of bis fortune, ho never was infected with the love of money, nor of the luxu- 
ries which money can procure. Had he accepted and retained all the lucrati\e 
preferments which were offered to him, he would have ««pent his latter years in 
opulence ; but he never failed to resign sucli preferment as soon as he could 
dispense with it ; and when lie did at last accept an offer whi<h many would 
liave coveted for its emoluments, he bliowed that he was ambitious of it for 
better reasons, by relinquishing most of its worldly advantages. Dr. Pope once 
heard him say, “ I wish I had five hundrcHl pounds.” The Doctor answered, 
That's a great sum for n philosopher to desire; what would you do with so 
much?” “ I would give it,” said he, “ to my sister for a portion, and that 
would procure her a good husband.” He soon got the sum ; for he received 
exactly five hundred pounds for putting a new life into the corp.9 of his pre- 
bend at Salisbury. The same indifference to monffy appears in one of his letters 
to Collins (insert e<l in the Appendix), from which it appears that his publisher 
liad realized some hundreds by the sale of his Euclid, but had not been ^ei) 
exac't in liis accounting. Still, rather than liave any dispute, or “ do the shadow 
of an injury” to the widow of his bookseller, he would say no moie about the 
matter. Almost all the projierty wliieh he left was his hhrsirv. It as so w ell 
selected, that it sold for more thau it cost. 

Ilift good-nature seems to have been iuexhaustilde. The oasy facetiiiusnesc 
and rich iiistruction of Ins ordimir^ discourse drew many around him, and tliere 
is no instance of his having ever vexed or injured any one bj. a mischievous or 
unguarded remark. “ Of all the men I ever had the happiness ti> know,” says 
Tillotson, ho was the freest from offending in word, coming as near as is 
possible for human frailty to do, to the perfect idea of St. James his perfect 
mmV It is one of the ^eg^e^^ of liis executor and biograjiher, Hill, that he 
could hear of no enemy and no calumny from which to vindicate him. Tlio 
happy equability of his spirits, his bU|>eriority to selfish considerations, his hu- 
mility and large benevolence, secured for him an unusual amount of affection 
and gootl will. It made little matter wh^re he dwelt— for if he had not friemls 
before liim he soon could make them, and he always carried gocMl w'Ishes along 
with him. The “ friends of Barrow” were a large conniiunity, of which he 
was tlio unconscious centre — many of them drawn towards one another chiefly 
by their regard for him — and ^et so quiet was his fascination, that it was not 
till they lost him that they knew how they had loved him. 

His obliging turn exposed him to inconveniences, which it required some 
aelfodeiiial to bear with. But there is no merit in obliging where it costs no- 
thing. IBt time WAS much encroached ou vidien a student b) the importunities 
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of his idle acquaintsnces to supply them with College themes^ sod to sssist 
them out of other difficulties in which their dread of study> and peihsps some* 
times tlieir love of his society^ had involved them. And in a^ daySy dder 
friends took a like advantage of his talents and his facility. His Prelections on 
Aristotle, his Perspective Lectures, and one manuscript after another, disap- 
peared in the custody of some learned friend, who found it the easiest way to 
become famous, to make the originalities of another his own. 

It was liis plan, in whatever he engaged, to prosecute it till he had brought 
it to a tennination. As the reader may remember, he spe^aks of it as lus im- 
perfection, not to bo able to draw his Ujoughts easily from one thing to aii- 
other.’’ In consoquence of this im|>erfectiou,’' he soon completed whatever 
he undertook. The only exception was an attemj>t which be made to loam 
Arabic. He soon abandoned it, prolmbly from an idea that it v, ould not repay 
the laiwur of acquibition. The morning was his favourite time for study. He 
kept a tinder-box in hib apartment, and during all of the winter and some of 
the other months, he rose before it was light. He would sometimes rise during 
the night, burn out his candh'. and return to bed again. 

His evecutors U(tc Dr. John TDlotsun, afterwards Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and Abraham flill, Esq. It was under the careful revision of the former, 
and v^ilh a biographical ])rcface by the latter, that his Theological Works made 
their aj)pe.irance in KiS!!, lu throe volumes folio. 

And conci'rniiig (hose, wliat can we now say that has not been anticipated 
by the admiral ion of the thousands wrho have read them during the last cen- 
tury and a half? In regard to their liest merit — th(*ir usefulness as dibcourses 
on religion — there is bcarcely evaggeriition in the saying of their editor, that 
** he nnibt either be a j)erfi*ctly good or a prodigiously bad man, that can read 
them <)\or wdth. ut bdng the better for them.” And the same remark may be 
exteuled to Ilnur literary excellence. He must be singularly fastidious, or 
hingulariy dull, who can read them without pleasure; and cither perfect in 
el(»queiue, or pr(»(ligiously imapable of it, who can read them without ad\an- 
tage. 

Ill reading Jlurrow’s Sermons there is one circumstance which ought not 
to be forgotten. He seldom had the advantage of addressing any of them t(» 
an asfe*uubled audience. When a sultject appeared to him important, or had 
long occupied his thought b, or when he expected that it would be for his own 
advantage to turn upon it his special attention. Ids plan was to select a text 
and <*ompose a sermon, lu ihmising this form be had an ulterior view to the 
benefit of others, but in preparing it, the preaching of it w^as the remote and 
contingent conbideration. Bearing this in mind, we will be better able to 
account for many things, which in a sermon immediately intended for the pul- 
pit, it would be difficult to justify; such as the excessive length of some, and 
the portentous learning of others. Had Barrow written these discourses for a 
congregation whom he was in the habit of meeting from Sabbath to Sabbath, ^ 
and wdth whom he w'as h<»)ding week-day converse from house to house — m 
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as to measure tbeir capacity aud ascertain their inortJ and spiritual wants — his 
good sense would hare suggested many alterations, which would have brought 
them nearer the form of a popular address. Hill tells us, that bad he been a 
settled preacher he intended them shorter, and he would have trusted to his 
memory ” Had he been settled^ their brevity would not have been the only alte- 
ration. The long paragraphs would have been shortened ; the Greek and Latin 
would have l^een translated ; the scholastic phrases would have been omitted, 
and Aristotle and Seneca would have been more sparingly quoted. By this 
process their value to the scholar and theologian might have been lessened ; but 
they would have become safer models of pulpit eloquence.* 

On the few occasions when Barrow did appear in public, he seems to have 
given his written sermons in tht*ir unabridged dimensions. His “ Sj)iial Ser- 
mon,” ou “ The Duty and Reward of Bounty to the P(K)r,” was delivered at 
full length ; and we can quite believe the assertion, that three hours and a half 
were spent in speaking it . When it was finished, and he was asked if he was 
not tired, he acknowledged ‘‘ that he began to be weary of standing so long.” 
We are not told wliether tiie patience of the aldermen held out to the close of 
this long infliction; but occasionally Ihc endurance of his auditory ga\e wa)'. 
At fmo time, when preaching in Westminster Abliey, the hour ailo\^ed for the 
sermon had expired, and a multitude of jieople had, as usual, assembled for ilie 
purpose of viewing the interior. The servuntH. who saw no jirospecl of a lor- 
mination to the service, and trembled for the loss of the customary gratuities, 
at last could refrain no longer, but ‘‘ caused the organ to be struck up against 
him, and w'ould not give over playing till they had blowed him down.” 

There arc three great qualities which co-exist in Barrow — f(‘rtiJ(‘ invent i(»ii, 
conclusive reasoning, and energt^ic diction* Some will study and admin* him 
for one of these excellencies, and others for another. Some liave fixed their 
attention so exclusively upon the logic, as to deny the rhetoric ; and others 
have been so amazed and carried away with the fulness of the diction, that they 
have doubted whether such a fluent writer could be a solid reasoner. But 
whatevei may he refused, w^e know of none who has witliheld from Barrow 
the praise of clear conception and a vigorous originality, llis ideas are, like 
his own person, rather compact than colossal, full of a strenuous vitality, 
stamped with genius, but not finicnlly attired. The argument seems to have 
been his first concern. At the outset, he fixes his eye upon his pro])osition, 
and sets forward to it with the rectilineal precision a rigid mathematician; 
but in his progress he accumulates, from either side of liis path, such ston» of 
fruits and flowers, that you fancy he has forgot his errand, and lost his way — 
when, without fatigue, and without a deviation, he lands you at the conclusion. 
The argument cost him labour — the subsidiary thoughts came spontaneous. 


* There ig much truth in the remark of Le Clerc— ** I.e8 eermons do cot Auteur eout plutut 

dee Ttaatez^ ou lee DiMertations exactCH, que do eimplce Heronguee pour plaire i la multitude.’"-* 
Unxvtmdlti tome iii. p. 82 b, 
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His style is sometimes blovenlvy but never feeble. He sometimes uses m 
expression obsolete even in his own day, or which bos become vulgar in ours— 
but never one which does not fully convey liis sense, and strengthen tlie sen- 
tence where it stands. His very harshness is forcilde ; and peculiar as is his 
idiom, its peculiarity is not felt as an affectation. It is the natural prcsiuct of 
a singular mind favoured with rare Hd\antugcs — a mind fresh and luxuriant 
in itself, and enriched from the treasures of ancient genius — exercised and 
strengthened in the change of many climes, and in the intercourse of many 
congenial souls. If there be any affectation whate\er in the stjle of our author, 
it is the curious one alleged by (\)leridge. “ Burrow,” says that subtile critic, 
“ often debased lu« language merely to evidence his loyalty. It was, indenl, no 
easy task for a man of so much genius, and such a pro<*ise mathematical mode 
of thinking, to adopt, even for a moment, the slang of I/Estrange and Tom 
Brown ; hut he succeeded in doing so sometimes. With the exception of such 
pails Barrow must be c(»nsid('red as closing the first great period of the Eng- 
libh language. Di}deu l»egaa the second.”* 

With a certain class of jKjrsons, one circumstance has favoured the popu- 
larity of Barrow's Sermons. The peculiar truths of the gospel are not bremght 
into that jironiiiience which would have made these discourses foolishness” tc» 
man} who have taste to relish their other evcelleuces, but who for the sake of 
no htiTiirv excolleiue whatever would study u kiok inculcating in its simplicity 
and lnlm»ss the* great doctrine of the New Testament. Barrow did not deny 
that <loctrine. He o< lasionally vindicates it, and more frequently implies it. 
We trust that his own soul was resting on it. But he had not sufficient prac- 
tical atijuamtame with the common case of careless and half-aw'^akened sinneiw 
U\ fhel, that tlie only plan for preaching effectually to them, is to shut them 
uj) unto the faith as it is in Jesus.” Had he preached more frequently, and 
enjovcHl oppoil unities of dealing W'lth his hean*rs more closely, he would sooner 
have come to the determination of St. Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 2. As it is, he was not 
silent because he was ashanuMl. He was coming more and more to glort/ in 
the cross ; and it s an interesting fact, that this was the subject of the sermon 
the preaching of which occasioned hU last sickness, and in prepanng which for 
the pre^sB he employed his dying hand. In some respects it is the noblest 
specimen of sacred eloquence which has survived him ; and of all that he has 
written, the best fitted to answer the great end of prcac-hing — ‘‘ Christ alone 
exalted” 


* Coleridge’s Tablc-TaiL, voL li. p. 337. 
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LETTERS OF DR. BARROW TO MR. JOHN COLLINS. 


HoNorBED StR, — I received the booke of SnelJius, and that f>f your own com- 
position, which you were pleased to bestow upon me, and for which 1 thank you, 
though must confesse it doth somewhat sur}>abse my capacity, who liave little ac- 
quainted my selfe with tliat kind of practicks, and indi'cd hardly will) any. That 
little study I have employed upon mathematical busynesses, bcujg never designed to 
any other use than the bare knowledge of the general reasons of things, as a scliolor, 
and no farther; so that if you propound any thing to me, I pray please to doe it iu 
the most general and abstract termes, as neere the geometricall sl^le, as you can; 
otherwise 1 shall hardly understand the questions. 

Concerning the bookes you mention, I have most of them, particularly Ilugcnius 
dti Magnitudine Cirouli (which I would gladly have compared with Suclliiis), hut 
his Treatise do Quadratura Circuli, &c. I have not, hut would gladly see, and have 
it to my selfe, if procurable ; for I excetMlingly estteme his writings ; and if true 
that he hath sett out an Algebra, I should be glad to hav i* it, though 1 kenii nr* 
Dutch, and would try what I could divine out of it. 

1 was familiarly acquainted with Kenoldiiius at Florence ; and lu‘ was then work- 
ing upon his Algebra. We may expert a collection of what is in former writers, 
but whether mut‘h new I cannot tell. 

What you speake concerning the ParabolieaU Conoitls, 1 doc* not under'^taiid whe- 
ther it is by way of inquiry or offer. If you aske me, I answer, that I tlunke I have 
sufficient reason to pronounce, that generally the proportions between segments made 
by plaines parallel! to the axis (or otherwise) cannot geometrically be found out ; 
because they cutt all the circles parallell to the base in diffeient UTiexplicahle pro- 
portions; so that it were but a vaine labour to endeavour the invention of them. 
However I am now employed in thoughts so different, that 1 cannot well compose 
my mind to thinke upon it. If you remember, Mersennus and Torricellius doe 
mention a general method of finding the tangents of curve lines by composition of 
motions ; but doe not tcdl it us. Sucli a one 1 have some timi* found out, and did 
thinke to send it to you, it being only one theorem v ery easily and simply demon- 
strated; but wanting leisure to dresse it, 1 will attend till you call for it, if you 
thinke such a curiosity worth the regarding. 


Trinity College^ SeptemJier 5, 1664. 

Honoured Sib, — Were I to compute the portions pf sphaere or aphaeroid, 1 

should onely use these rules out of Archimedes ; or : rnn — is the 

portion of the* sphaere (putting r for the radius, and n for the axis of the portion), 
and : >^ | --- the portion of the sphaeroid (putting r for the lotus rec^ 

turn, and t for the transvetsamy and n for the axis of the portion*) 
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SERMON L I 

TllK PLEASANTNESS OF BELIGIOK. 

l*aov, ill. 1 7. — Hrt twfys art mys of plea-^ 
sanfnei^s^ and aU her paths aro peaoe. 

Tin: iDOanini^ of these words sec'ms plain 
and obvious, and to n(‘ed little explication. 
Jier IW7/V, that is. the nays of Wi-^doin. 
What this WisdoTu is, 1 sliall not under- 
take a<*eurat<‘ly to describe, liriefty, I 
understand b^y it, an habitual skill or faculty 
of judging aright about matters of practice, 
and choosing according to that right judg- 
ment, and conforming the actions to su^ 
good choice. Ways and paths in Scripture- 
dialect are the 0010 * 50 ^ and manners of a^:- 
tion. Eor dttin^ there is commonly called 
\mlkmg ; and the methods of doing arc the 
^oays in \iliich ^0 walk. By pleasant nrss 
may be meant the joy and d< ‘light accom- 
jianvmg, an<l l>y peace tlic content and sa- 
tisfdcti«in ensuing such a course of actions. 
So that, in short, ^he souse of these words 
s<*ems siiu]»l) to bo this ; that a course of 
hf(' (in eob'd by wisdom and good judgment 
is delightful in the practice, and brings 
content after it. The truth of wliieli pro- 
position it shall be my endeavour at this 
time to coniirni by divers reasons, and 
illustrate by several instauees. 

1. Then, Wisdom of itself is delectable 
and Siatibfactory, as it inipU(*s a revelation 
of truth, and a direction of on*or to ns. It 
is like light,* pli'asant to hcnold, casting 
a syirightly lustre, and diffusing a benign 
inthience ail about ; prestmting a goodly 
]>rcspoct of things to the eyes of our mind ; 
displaying objects in their due shapes, pos- 
* s mtatu luce menu liommls nihil dulciut — < u 
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tures, magnitudes, and colours ; quicken- 
ing onr spirits with a comfortable warmth, 
and disposing our minds to a cheerful ac- 
tivity ; dispelling the darkness of ignorance, 
scattering the mists of doubt, driving away 
the spectres of delusive &ncy; niitigi^ 
tin^ the cold of sullen melancholy ; disoo- 
venng obstacles, securing progress, and 
making the passages of life clear, open, and 
pl(*asant. We are all naturally endowed 
with a strong appetite to know, to see, to 
pursno truth ; and with a bashful abhor- 
reney from being deceived and entan^ded 
in mistake. Anil os success in inquiry mer 
truth affords matter of joy and triumph ; so 
being conscious of error and miscarriage 
therein, is attended with shame and sor- 
row. These desirt*s Wisdom in the most 
perfect manner satisfies, not by entertain- 
ing us with dry, empty, fruitless theories, 
upon mean aiul vulgar subjects; but by 
enriching our minds with excellent and use- 
ful knowledge, directed to llu* noblest ob- 
jects, and servicealile to the highest ends. 
Nor in its own nature only, but, 

1 1, Much more in its woi^iy consequen- 
ces is Wisdom exceedingly pheasant and 
peaceable: in general, by disposing ns to 
acquire and to oiyoy all the good, delight, 
au(l happiness we are capable of; and 
by frej^ing us from all the inconvenienoos, 
mischiefs, and infelicities our condition is 
subject to. For whatever good from clear 
understanding, deliberate advice, sagacious 
foresight, stable resolution, dexterous ad- 
dress, right intention, and orderly proceed- 
ing, doth naturally result, Wisdom wnfor* : 
whatever evil blind ignorance, lU^e pae- 
^iimptimi, unwary credulity, procipitati* 
rashnes , «mleadypurjK)be,i)l eontrivam c. 

A 


2 THE PLEASANTNESS OF RELIGION. [sruMoN t 


backtvardness, inability^ uBwieldinefis and 
<^onfai>ion of thought, beget, Wisdom pre- 
vents. From a i housand siuircs and treach- 
erous. allurements, from innumerable rocks 
and dangerous surprises, from exceedingly 
many ueeUIess incumbrances and vexatious 
toils of Rmitless endeavour, she redoonis 
and secimos us. More particulai'ly, 

IIL Wisdom assures us we take the best 
course, and proceed as we ought. For by 
the same means we judge or^ht, and re- 
flecting upon that judgment arc assured 
w e do so : as tlie same arguments by w hich 
wo demonstrate a theorem convince us we 
have domoiibtratcd it, and the some light 
by wliich we see an object makes us know wo 
sec it. And this asstuance in the progress 
of the action exceedingly pleases, and in 
the sequel of it inhiiitciy contents us. He 
that judges amiss, not perceiving clearly the 
rectitude of his process, proceeds usually 
with a dubious solicitude ; and at length, 
discovering his error, condemns his own 
choice, and receives no other satisfaction 
but of repentance. Like a traveller, who, 
being uncertain whether he goes in the 
right way, wanders in continual perplexity, 
till he bo informed, and then too late, un- 
derstiiuding his mistake, with regret seeks 
to recover himself into it. But he that 
know s his way, and is satisfied that it is the 
true one, makes on merrily and carelessly, 
not doubting be nhall in good time arrive to 
his desired journey’s end. Tw o troublc- 
s(»me mischiefs therefore Wisdom frees us 
from, the company of anxious doubt in our 
actious, and the consequence of bitter rc- 

i »cntancc : for no man can doubt of what 
»e is sure, iior repent of what he knuw's 
good. 

IV. Wisdom begets in us a hope of suc- 
cess in our actious, and is usual]) atUaidod 
therewith- Now, what is m«»re delicious 
than hope? what more satisfactory tliau 
success? That is like' the pursuit of a fi\- 
inp enemy, this like gathering the spoil; 
that like viewing the ripe corn, thU like 
the jo) of harvest itself* And he that aims 
at a gocul end, and knows he uses proper 
means to attain it, why should he despair 
of success, slui'e effects naturally follow 
tlicir causes, and the Divine Providence is 
wont to afford its concourse to such pro- 
ceedings ? Beside that such well-grounded 
hope confirms resolution, and quickens ac*- 
tinty, wliich mainly i‘unduoe to the pro- 
sperous issue of dedgus. Farther, 

V. Wisdom prevents discouragement 
from the postdbility of ill success, yea, and 
makes disappointment itself tolerable. For 
if cither the foresight of a possible miscar- 


riage should discourage us from adven- 
turing on action, or inculpable frustration 
were intolerable, we should with no heart 
apply ourselv os to anything ; there being no 
designs in this world, though founded upon 
the most sound advice, and prosecuted hy 
the most diligent endeavour, which may 
not bo defeated, as depending upon divers 
causes above our power, ana cir<'umstan- 
ces beyond our prospect. The inconstant 
opinions, uncertain rcsolulions, mutable 
affections, and fallacious jn"etcnees of men, 
upon which the accomplishment of most 
projects rely, may easily de<*eive and dis- 
appoint us. The iinp(*rceptible course of 
nature exerting itself in sud<len tempests, 
diseases, and unlucky casualties, may sur- 
prise us, and give an end to our busiuosses 
and lives togcth<T. However, the irre- 
sistible power of the Divine Providence, 
guided by the unsearchable counsel of his 
will, we can never be assured that i1 will 
not interpose, and hinder the cflects of our 
endeavours. Yet nutwithstaiuhng, when 
we act prudently, we have no reason to bo 
difalieortcnod ; because, having good inten- 
tions, and using fit means, and hav ing done 
our best, as no deserved I lame, so no con- 
siderable dauuige can arrive to us: and 
though we find Almighty God hath crossed 
m», yet we are sui’c he is not displeased with 
us. WliieJ) considi ration, wlu'rewil h W is- 
domfiunushes us, will makethc w orst success 
not only tolerable, but comfortable to us. 
For hence we hav e reason to hope, that the 
All-wise Goodness reserv es abettor reward 
fur ns, Mid will sometime recompeus(‘ not 
only tlie good purpose s we* unhappily puj*- 
sued* but also tlu unexpected disappoint- 
ment we patiently endiirtd; — and lliat 
however we sh.ill bi no losers in the end. 
Which diwouisc is inaiiil) f(»rtifie(lby coii- 
sidtriiig how the best an<l wisest attempts 
have often imscarned. We sec Moses, 
authorized by God’s command, dincted 
by liis eounsel, and conducted b) his hand, 
intended to bring the Israelites into the 
land of Canaan ; yet by the uiu'easonable in- 
credulity and stubborn perverseness of that 
people he had his purpose frustrated. The 
holy prophets aftcrwai'd earnestly endea- 
voured to contain tbo same people within 
compass of obedience to the divine com- 
mands, and to reduce them from their 
idolatrous and wicked courses ; yet without 
correspondent effect. Our Saviour, by the 
example of his holy life, continual instruc- 
tion, and vehement exhortations, assayed 
to procure a belief of and submission to 
his most excellent doctrine ; yel how few 
heli<Vvd hU repot t^ and complied with bis 
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! Vott, Ahuight/ God himself 
oflen eomjdiiitis, boiv in a nianiuT hih de- 
sinDS Horv d(*fi*atf*d, his desires thwarted, 
his <^fiers refused, his coun<<els rejected, 
his ex peotalio«'» deceived. Whert^fore (saith 
he eonoerniiig his vineyard j, taAcn 7 
it (should bring forth graprs^ hronght it 
forth wild graj^sf*- And again, 7 have 
spread out nnj hmds all the day to a rebels 
lofUs people,^ And again, I have men sent 
mi to you aU my prophets^ daily ruing up 
t m ly^ and unding th in . yi t th y hearkened 
not unto me.'' Wliorefore there is no good 
t*aiisc* we should be <lisheart(‘ni d, or vexed, 
when success is wanlincr to wcll-advis<*d 
purposes. It is foolish and ill-grounded 
intentions^ and prac tiers uii warrantable by 
good reason, that make the undertakers 
'solicitous of Slice e«s, and being defeated, 
lea\e them diseonsoldle. Yiw farther, 

VI. Wisdom makes all the troubles, 
grn fs, and pams im ident to life , whether 
casual adversirus, or natural afllietious, 
caK> ami sup])orlable ; In lightly xaluiiig 
the im]»ortaiKC', .ind modciatiiig the in- 
fliKjKi of them. It sufiers not bus> fancy 
to alter the nature, tomplity the degi’ee, or 

I xlend the duration t»f them, by represent- 
ing lliem moie sad, heavy, and remediless 
than they truly are. It allows them no 
foi ce bc*j OIK I what naturally and necessarily 
they Jiave, nor contributes nourishment to 
their increase. It keeps them at a due 
distance, not permitting them to encroach 
upon tht‘ soul, or to propagate their in- 
ilmme beMnid their proper ^sphere. It 
w ill no+ let exteriwil iniselianees, as poverty 
and disgrace, to produce an inward sense 
whiehis besond their natural ettic.M'yi nor 
corporeal aflections of sickness and pain 
to (ii^tuih the miml, with which the} have 
nothing to do. The region of these nia- 
Imnaiit distempers being at most but the 
habit of the bod} , wisdom by effectual an- 
tidotes repels them from the heart, and 
inward parts of the soul. If an} thing, 
^iii, and our uuw orthy niiscuiTiages toward 
Gull, should vex and diseomposc us : yet 
this trouble, Wisdom, by represontiug the 
dj\ine goodness, and his tender mercies in 
oim evrr-hlessed Kodeemor, doth perfectly 
allay. And as for all otlier iid\ or cities, it 
kImIcs thiir noxious power, by showing us 
lin y aie either merely imaginary, or \ei*y 
short and teniporar} : that tJiey admit of 
Vi UK dy, or at mixsl do not exclude coni- 
foit, not wholly himhiiug the operations 
ol the iiiin«l, nor f'xtingiushing its joys; 
that ibt} ma> have a jaofituhle u^e, and 

I I a am end; and, howevti*, ueithirim- 
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ply bml conscience, nor induc'e obligation 
to punishment. For, 

V li. Wisdom hath always a good con- 
science attending it, that purest delight 
and richest cordial of the soul ; that brazen 
wall, and impregnable fortress against Imth 
externa] aaaaulis, and internal commotions; 
that continued fea.st^ whereon the mind, 
destitute of all other repast, with a never 
languishing appetite, mav entertain itself; 
that faithful witness, and impartial jud^e, 
whoever accuses, alw^ays acquitting the lu- 
nooont soul ; that certain friend, in no strait 
failing, in no adversity deserting ; tliat sure 
refuge in all storms of fortune, and per- 
secutions of disgrace ; which, as Solomon 
here Jioi"S, renders a man's sle^ sweety 
and imdisturbed with fearful phantasms, 
his heart light, and his steps secure ; and, 
if an} thing, can make the stoical paradox 
good, and cause the wise man to smile in 
extremity of torment; arming his mind 
with an invincible courage, and infusing a 
due confidence into it, whereby he bears up 
cheerfully against malicious reproach, un- 
dauntedly sustains advorsit}, and triumphs 
over bad furtmie. And this invaluable trea- 
sure the wise man is only capable of pos- 
sessing ; who certainly knows, and heartily 
apjiroves the grounds upon which he pro- 
ceed*.; w hereas the fool, building his choice 
upon blind chance, or violent passion, or 
giddy fancy, or uncertain example, not up- 
on the steady warrant of good reason, can- 
not a^oid being perplexed with suspicion 
of mistake', and 80 necessarily is depriied 
t)f the comfort of a good conscience. 

VIII. Wisdom confers a facility, ex-pert 
readiuess, and dexterity in action ; which 
is a I cry pleasant and commodious quality, 
and exceedingly **wtetens activity. To <}o 
things with difficulty, strugglmg, and im- 
moderate contention, thMitartens a man, 
quells his courage, blunts the edge of his 
resolution, renders him sluggish and averse 
from busines*., thougli apprehended never 
so necessary, and of great moment. These 
obstructions wisdom removes, facilitating 
operations by directing the intention to 
ends possible and attainable, by suggesting 
fit means and instruments to work by, by 
contriving right methods and courses of 
process ; the mind by it being stored with 
variety of good principles, sure rules, and 
happy expedionts, reposed in the memor}, 
and ready upon all occasions to be pro- 
duced, and cmplo}ed in praidioe. 

IX. Wisdom begets a somid, healthful, 
and barmoniou>. loiuplexion of the soul, 
disposing u*i Willi judgmelit t > dutingmsb, 
aiul with plccisuic to ixli^h savoury iUil 
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wholesome kit to nauseate and i*c- 

jcct such as are irmateM and noxious to 
m > ; thnrehj capadTVing us to enjoy i)lea- 
santly and innocently all those c;o<^ things 
the divine Goodness hath provided for and 
consigned t4) us ; m hence to the soul pro- 
ceeds all that comfort, joy, and vigour, 
wdiich results to the body from a good con- 
Rtitutiou and pi'rfect hemth. 

X. Wiwlom acquaints us with ourselves, 
our own temj)er and constitution, our pro- 
pensions and pssions, our habitudes and 
capacities ; a thing not only of mighty ad- 
vantage, but of infinite pleasure and con- 
tent to us. No man in th(» world lc‘sS 
knows a fool titan himself; uay, he is more 
than 5gii(»rant, for he constantiv errs in the 
point, taking himself for, iind demeaning 
iiimsidf as toward another, abetter, a wiser, 
and abler man tlum be is. He hath won- 
deiful eoneeits of his own qualities and 
faculties ; he affects commendations incom- 
petent to him ; he soars at employ mimt 
surpassing his ability to manage. No co- 
medy can represent a mistake more odd and 
ridiculous than bis : for he wanders, and 
stares, and hunts after, but never can find 
nor discern himself; but always encoun- 
ters with a false shadow instead thereof, 
which he 'passionately bugs and admires. 
But a wise man, by constant observation, 
and impartial riHeetioii upon liiniself, 
grows very familiar w ith himself*: he per- 
ceives his own inclinations, which, if bad, 
he strives to alter and correct ; if good, 
he cherishes and corroborates them : ho 
apprehends the matters he is fitting for, 
and capable to manage, neither too mean 
and unworthy of him, nor too high and 
difficult for him; and those applying his 
care to, he transacts easily, cheerfully, and 
succebsfidly. ISo being noillier pufted up 
with vain and overweening opinion, nor 
dejected with hoartlesh diffidence of him- 
self ; neitlicr admiring, nor dt'spisiiig ; 
neither irksomely hating, nor fondly loving 
himself ; he continues in good humom*, 
maintains a sive friendship and fair corre- 
spondence with hinLself, and rejoices in the 
retirement and private conversation with 
his own thoughts : whence flows a pleasure 
and fcialihfaction uncxpressible. 

XL Wisdom procures and preserves a 
constant favour and fair respect of men, 
purcl^es a good name, and upholds re- 
putation in the w'orld: which things are 
naturally desirable, commodious for life, 
eneourogeiUents to good, and preventive 
of many inconveniences. The composed 
frame of lulud, uuifmni and (‘uiucly de- 
ineaiiouj’. eompliant and inofieiisivo <on- 


versation, fair and punctual dealing, con- 
siderate motions, and dexterous addresses 
of wise men, naturally beget esteem and 
affeetioD in thost‘ that ob'^erve them. Nei- 
ther than these things is there anything 
more coinnu‘tidahle to human regard. As 
symmetry and harmony to the animal 
senses, so delectable is an even temper of 
soul and orderly tenour of actions to ra- 
tional apprehensions. Folly is freakish and 
humorous, impertinent and obstreperous, 
iiHMmstant and inconsish'nt, peevish and 
exceptions ; and consequently fastidious to 
socLotv, and jirod active of aversation and 
disresjiect. But the wise man is stable in 
his ways, consonant to liimstdf, suiting his 
actions to liis words, and those to his prin- 
ciples, and all to the rule of rigid reason ; 
so that you may knt)w where to find him, 
and how to deal with him, .'ind may easily 
plea-»e him, whieh makes his ac{piaintanee 
acceptable, and his poison valuable: be- 
side that real worth of itself commands 
respect, end extorts veneration from men, 
and usually prosperitv waits upon his well- 
advised attempts, whi(h (Exceedingly adorn 
and advance the eredit (d‘th(* undertak-Er: 

I however, if ho fail sometime, his usual do- 
portinent salves his reimte, and easily mak(*s 
it credible it was no fault of his, but of his 
fortune. If a fool jjrosper, the honour is 
attributed to propitious chance ; if he mis- 
carry, to his own ill management : but the 
entire glory of happy und(‘rtakings crow ns 
the head of Wisdom ; while the disgrace 
of unlucky events falls otherwhere. His 
light, like that of the sun, cannot tot.illv 
he eclipsed ; it may be* dinmu'd, but iiov er 
extinguished, and always maintains a day, 
though overclouded w ilh misfortune. Who 
less esteems the famous African captain for 
being overlhrovin in that last fiital battle, 
wherein be is said to have showm the bo^t 
skill, and yet endured the worst of suecess ? 
Who contemns Cato, and other the grave 
eitirens of Rome, for embracing the just, 
but iinpro‘‘p(*rous cause of the connnon- 
vealth ’ A w^^c man’s eircuinstancos may 
vary and fluctuate like the floods about a 
rook; hut he persists iinmoveably the sanu', 
and his reputation unshaken ; for he can 
always render a good account of his actions, 
and by reasonable apology elude the as- 
saults of reproac'h. 

XII. Wisdom instructs us to examine, 
compare, and rightly to value the ob- 
jects that court our affections, and chal- 
leng(* our care ; and thereby rcgulat(*s our 
jin‘4<-ions, and moderates our end(*avoiirs, 
which beget*- aplra*.ant serenity and peace- 
aide tioncpullity of mind. For whtn, being 
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deluded with falso shows, and relyinjp np. 
on ill-grouudcd presumptions, wo highly 
esteem, passionately affect, and eagerly 
pursue things of little worth in themselves, 
or coneerninont to us, as we unhandsomely 
prostitute our affections, and prodigally 
inis-spend our time, and vainly lose our 
labour ; so the event not answ cring our ex- 
pectation, our minds thereby arc confound- 
ed, disturbed, and distemper cd. But w hen, 
guided by right reasem, we coneei^e great 
esteem of, and zealously are (*namoured 
with, and vigorously stri\ e lo attain tilings 
of oxeellHui worth, and weighty conse- 
<juenee; the eonseieiiee of having well 
placed our affections, and well employed 
oiu* paiii'*, mid the experience of fruits cor- 
respemding to our hopes, ravishes our mind 
with unexpressiblo content. And so it 
U : present appearance and vulgai* conceit 
ordinarily impose u))on om- fancies, dis- 
guising things with a cleceitlul \arnish, and 
rcpi'cscntiiig those that are vainest wilh 
the gn'atest advantage ; whilst the noblest 
objects, being f»f a more subtile and spiid- 
tual nnturt*, like f.iirc'r.t jewels inclosed in 
a homei} box, asoid the notice of gross 
sense, and pass undisei rned by iw. But 
the light iif Wisdoio, ns it uiimaoks spe- 
cious im}ujsturi‘, and bereaves it of its false 
colours ; so it penetrates into the rc^tire- 
inents of true ex<'ellenoy, and reveals its 
genuine lustre. I’or exani])le, corporeal 
pleasurt‘, which so piuveriully allures and 
en< bants us, Wisdom dt'clai'es that it is 
but a jiresenl, im.miuihiry, and transient 
sutihfuction of brutish sense, dimming the 
light, mllviug tht‘ heauty, impairing the 
vigour, and rc'^^iaining the activity of the 
iiiiiul ; <livtTting from hotter operations, 
and indisposing it to enjo) jmrer deliglil.H; 
h living no eomfortahle relish or gladsome 
memory Indiind it, but oftmi followed with 
bitiei m‘ss, ngret, and di^tgrace ; That the 
profit the world so greedily gapes after is 
but a possession of trifles, m»t valuable iu 
iheuwtdves, nor rendering the masters of 
them so; accidentally obtained, luid pro- 
nuhoiiously enjojed by all sorts, but eum- 
moidy by the worst of men; dillicultly ac- 
quired, and easily lost ; now ever, to be used 
but fur a very short time*, and then to be 
r<‘signed into uncertain baiuL : That the 
honour men so dote upon i.s ordinarily but 
llie difference of a few petty cireiunstauces, 
a pt’culiar name or title, a determinate 
idaee, a distinguishing ensign ; things of 
only imaginary exeidlenec, derived from 
eliaiiec, and conferring no advantage, ex- 
cept from some little influence they have 
i*j on the arbitrary opinion iiud fickle Lu- 


inour of the people ; complacence in which 
is vaiiK, and reliance upon it dangerous : 
That power and dominion, which men so 
impatiently struggle for, are but necessary 
eyus introduced to restrain the bad tem^ 
pers of men ; must evil to them that enjoy 
them ; requiring tedious attendance, ms- 
tractxngcare, and vexatious toil; attuned 
with frequent disappointment, opprobrious 
censure, and dangerous envy; having such 
real burdens, and slavish incumbrances, 
sweetened only by superficial pomps, strain- 
ed obsequiousness, some pc*1ty privileges 
and exemptions scarce worth the mention- 
ing ; Thi^ wit and parts, of w'hich men 
make such ostentation, are but natimal en- 
dowmeniH, commendable only in order to 
use, apt to engender pride and vanity, and 
hugely dangerous if abused or misemploy- 
ed. What slmuld 1 mention beauty, that 
fading toy ; or bodily strength and activity, 
qualities so palpably inconsiderable? Up- 
on these, and such like flattering objects, 
so adored by vulgar opinion, wisdom exer- 
cising severe and impartial judgment, and 
perceiving in them no intrinsic excellence, 
no solid content springing from tliem, no 
porfeetiun thence accruing to the mind, no 
high rcw'ard allotted to them, no security 
to tlic fiitwe condititm, or other durable 
advantages proceeding from them ; it con- 
cludes they deserve not any high opinion of 
the mind, nor any vehement passion of tKc> 
soul, nor any laborious care to be employ- 
ed oil them, and moderates our afieotious 
toward them: it frees us from ?m.\ioas 
desire of them ; from being ti-anspoided 
with excessive joy in the acquisition of 
them; from being overwhelmed with dis- 
consolate sorrow at the missing of them, 
or parting wilh them ; from repining and 
envying at thost‘ who have hotter success 
tlimi ourselves in the procuring tljein ; from 
immoderate bdl in getting, and care iu pre- 
serving them : and so delivering us from 
all these unquiet anxieties of thought, 
tumultuous perturbations of passion, and 
tedious vexations of body, it maintains our 
minds in a cheiTtul calm, quiet indifferency , 
and comfortable liberty. On the other side, 
tilings of real worth and high concernment, 
that produce great satisfaction to the mind, 
and are maixdy eonducible to our happi- 
ness, such as are a right understanding 
and strong sense of our obligations to Al- 
mighty God, and relations to men, a souml 
temper and complexion of mind, a virtuous 
disposition, a capacity to disekargo llic 
duties of (»ur places, a due qualification in 
enjoy the happiness of the -jther world; 
I tht^e and such like things, ly di«:c*uvci\ng 
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thoh* nature, and the efl^otB reaiilfcifi(g from 
them, it en^ea us highly to esteem, ar- 
dently to and maustriously to pur- 
sue ; BO preTenting the inconvenienees that 
follow the want of them, and couYeying 
the benefits arising from iho possession ot 
them. 

XlIX. Wisdom distinguishes the ciroum- 
stances, limits the measures, determines 
the modes, appoints the fit seasons, of ac- 
tion; so preserving decorum and order, 
the parent of peace, and preventing oon- 
fusion, the mother of iniquity, strife, and 
disquiet. It is in the business of human 
life as in a btdlding : a due proportion of 
bigness, a fit situation of place, a corre- 
spondency of shape, and suitableness of 
colour, is to be observed between the parts 
thereof, a defect in any of which requisites, 
though the materials hap to be choice and 
excellent, maJees the whole fabric deformed 
and ugly to judicious apprehension. The 
best actions, if they swell, and exceed their 
flue measure, if they bo unskilfully mis- 
placed, if in uncouth manner perf(»nned, 
they lose their quality, and turn both to 
the disgrace ana disadvantage of life. It 
is commendable to pray j hvA they that 
would always be performing that duty, by 
their absurd devotion procured to them- 
selves the title of heretics : and they that 
will stand praying in places of public con- 
course, dc6t3rved our Saviour’s reprehen- 
sions; and those men who, agaiast the 
custom and ordinary use, would ncetls pray 
with their faces covered, you know tliat St. 
Paul insinuates of them, that they were 
fond and contentious persons. Friendly 
admomtion is very lamlable, and of rare 
use ; but being upon all occasions immo- 
derately ubcd, or in public society so as to 
encroach upon modesty, or endamage re- 
putation ; or when the person admonished 
IS otherwise employed, and attent upon his 
business; or being delivered in an im- 
periously insuHbg way, or in harsh and 
opprobrious language; it becomes unssu 
voury and odious, and both in show and 
effect resembles a froward, malicious cx- 
ceptiousness. It were infinite to compute 
in bow many instances want of due order, 
measure, and manner, do spoil and incom- 
modatc action. It is wisdom that applies 
remedy to these mis(‘bicfs. Things must 
be compared to, and arbitrated by, her 
standard, or else they will contain some- 
thing of monstrous enormity ; cither strut- 
ting in unwiiddy bulk, or sinking in de- 
fective scantness. If she do not fasliion 
and model cir<’um»taiices, they will sit ugly 
on tlie things tliat weai them ; if she do not 


temper the colours, and desci'ibc the linea- 
ments, the draught of practice will be but 
rude and impcorfect, and little resemble the 
true patterns of duty : but if she interpose, 
and perform her part, all tliin^^s will ap- 
pear conformable, neat, and delicate. 

XIV. Wisdom discovers our relations, 
duties, and concernments, in re.ycct of 
men, with the natural grounds or them ; 
thereby b(»th qualifying and inclining us to 
the discharge of them: whence exceeding 
comenience, plcasai*e, and content ensiu's. 
By it we understand we are parts and 
members of the great body, tbe universe ; 
and are therefore concerned in the good 
management of it, and ai*c thereby obligc'd 
to procure its order and peace, and by no 
irregular undertaking to disturb or discom- 
pose it ; which makes us honest and peace- 
able men: that we proceed from the same 
primitive stock, are childi'cn of the same 
rather, and partake of tlie same blood w ith 
all men ; arc endowed with like faculties 
of mind, passions of soul, shap<‘ of body, 
and sense of things ; that we have eijually 
implanted in our original constitution, in- 
clinations to love, pity, gratitude, sociable- 
ness, quiet, joy, reputation : that we have 
an indiKpeiisablo need and iiripalient il('sirc 
of company, assistance, comfort, and relief; 
that th(*reibre it ih according to the desitni 
of natui'c, and agreeal)le to reason, that to 
those, tc» w'hom our natural condition by 
so many banfls of cognation, similitude, 
and mutual necessitudo, liatli knit .uid con- 
joined us, wo should bear a kind respect 
ondtondor aflection; should cheerfully con- 
cur in undergoing tlie common burdetis ; 
should heartily wish and industriously pro- 
[ mote their good, assist them in accomplish- 
ing their reasonable desires, thankfully re- 
quite the com’tcsies rccched from them, 
congratulate and rejoice with them in their 
prospenty , comfort them in their disti'esscs, 
and, as we aro able, relieve them; how- 
ever, temlorly eompassionatc their disap- 
pointments, miseries, and sorrows. This 
renders us kind and courteous neigh- 
nours, sweet and grateful companions. It 
represents unlo us tlie dreadful eifects 
and insupportable mischiefs arising from 
breach of faith, contravening the obliga- 
tions of solemn pacta, infringing public 
laws, deviating from the received riues of 
equity, violating promises, and interrupt- 
I ing good correspondence among men ; by 
which considerations it engages us to be 
good citizens, obedient subjects, just deal- 
ers, and faithful friends. It minds us (tf 
the blindness, imjiotence, and levity, the 
proiumiss to mistake, ainl uiisbeluiviour 
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tliat human nacure noc(*«^sarily w EubjVct 
to ; deserving rather our commiboration, 
than ang^ or hatred ; which prompts ns to 
hear tho infirmities of our brethren, to be 
gentle in CGnbure, to bo inbeUbible of potty 
affronts, to pardon injuriob, to be pati<‘nt, 
exorablo, and reconcilable to thobo that 
give us greatest cause of offence. It teac'hes 
us, th(' good may, but the e\ il of our neigh- 
hour can in no wise* advantage us ; that 
from the sulferiiig of any man, hiniply con- 
sidered, iu» h(‘m fit can accrue, nor natural 
sdlisfiwtion arise to us; and tliat therefore 
it is a Viiiii, base, brutish, and unreasonable 
thing, for anyrau.se whatsoever, to desire 
or dilight in the gi’icf, pain, or misery of 
our neighbour, to hate or envy him, or in- 
sult over him, or devise Tuischicf to him, 
or prosecute reveng<‘ upon him ; whi<*h 
makes us civil,. nobh*, and placable ene- 
mies, or rather no cnemi<*b at all. So that 
Wisdom is in effect the genuine parent of 
ill moral and political viriue, justice, and 
honesij ; as Solomon says in her jierson, 
/ lead IN the way of nqlitermwss^ and m 
the mlUtst of the pat/us of judgm/niA And ^ 
liow sw^eet these are in the practice, how j 
f uinfortahlc in the rojis(*f[uences, tho testi- j 
mony of t ontmual i \pei ieie^e. itnd the iina- ’ 
lumou coiisi nt of all wise men suffi< ienlly 
diclarc. Hut farther, 

XV. Tlie principal advantage of Wisdom 
is, its acquainting us with the nature and 
n.ison of true religion, and affording con- 
victive arguments <o persuadt to the prac- 
the oi it; which is accoiu[»anied with the 
jmnst delight, and attcmled with the most 
solid ( outent imauinahh*. 1 say, the nature 
of rtligion, whiTiin it consists, and what 
it iM|uir(*s; the miijtake of which pro- 
iliKith dailv so many mischiefs and ineoii- 
\ eni(*Mces m the w or Id, ami expobcs so good 
a name to so much rejiroach. It bhoweth 
it oonsistclh not in fair professions and 
glorious pictcncis, but in real practice; 
not m a pertinacious adherimi'c to any sect 
or jMirtv, but in a sineorc Jove of goodness, 
and dislike of naught inesb, wherever dis- 
covering itself ; not in vain (»st4mtations 
and llouribhes of out vv aid p( rformance, 
but in an inward good comph‘viun of mind, 
exerting itself in works of true devotion 
an<l charity ; not in a nice orthodoxy, or 
p< litic subjection of our judgmcnlb to the 
peremptory dictate^ of men, but in a sin- 
ct‘re love of truth, in a hearty approbation 
of, and compliance with, the doclrinea 
fundamentally good, and necessary to bo 
bi lieved ; not in harsh ceiiburing and vi- 
rulently inveighing against others, but in 

* Prov VJII. 20. i 


careful amending our own ways ; not in a 
peevish crossness and obstinate rcj^ugnancy 
to received laws and customs, but m a quiet 
and peace^e submissiot): to the express 
laws of God, and lawful commands of man ; 
not in a furious zeal for or against trivial 
eireumstauees, but in a conscionable prac- 
tising the subbtaiitial parts of religion; 
not in a frequent talking or contentious dis- 
puting about it, but in a ready observance 
of the unquestioiidnie rules and prescripts 
of it : in a word, that religion oon.sists in 
nothing else but doing what becomes our 
relation to God, in a conformity or simili- 
tude to his nature, and in a willing obedi- 
ence to his holy will ; to which by potent 
incentives it allun^s and persuades us ; by 
representing to u.« hib transcendently glo* 
rhms attributef , conspicuously displayed in 
the frame, order, and government of the 
world : that wonderful Power, which cr(‘ct- 
cd this great and goodly fabric ; that in- 
comprem nsible Wisdom, which preserves 
it in a coubtaiit harmony; that immense 
Goodness, which hath so carefully provided 
for the various necessities, delights, and 
oomfiirts of its imuimerable inhabitants. I 
say, by representing those' infinitely glori- 
ous pcvfi Ltions, it engages us with highest 
respect to esteem, revercnci*, and honour 
him. Also, by minding us of our nianifuld 
ohligatious to him, our receiving being, 
life, reason, sense, nil the faculties, ptiwt^rs, 
cic<ilcnci(s, privileges, and commodities 
of oui* natures from him; of hia tender 
care and loving providence continually sui>- 
portiiig and protecting us ; of his liberal 
beneficence, patient indulgeni^e, and ear- 
nest dt'siro ot' our good and happiness, by 
manifold expressions evidently nianifestca 
toward 'us ; it inflames us witli ardent love, 
and obliges us to oflBcious gratitude toward 
him. Also, by declaring the necessary and 
irreconcilable cemtrariety of his natiare to 
all impurity and perverseness, his peerless 
m^esty, his irresistible power, and his all- 
seeing knowledge, it begets an awful dread 
and a devout fc*ar of him. By discovering 
him, from his infinite benignity, willii^g, 
and from his unlimited power, only able to 
supply our needs, relieve us in distresses, 
protect us from dangers, and confer ^y 
valuable benefit upon us, it engendm faith, 
and encourages us to rely upon him. By 
revealing to us his super-emment sove- 
reignty, uncontrollable dominion, and ur- 
qaSstionable authority over usj togetlier 
with the admirable excellenoy, w isdom, an(i 
equity of his laws, so just and reasonable 
in thi'niselves, so suitable to otu* nature, 
so condujible to our good, so easy and 
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praoiksahk, so swoet and C 0 iiiferta.ble ; it 
poiwAiHj Inclines, and bjr a gentle fcnrce, 
as k laere, oonsMns m to obedieiice. Bj 
8uche6ficadioiiai(idiieemeato urges 

ns to all duties of religloii, and withal surely 
dtaeots us (as 1 before said) wherein it ooo* 
sists $ teaching m to have right and worthy 
a|){U(elienri(msof the divine nature to which 
onr devotion, if true and good, must be 
suited and conformed : ana so it fraes us, 
aa from Irreligion and profrne neglect of 
God, so from fond sup^8titic«is, the sour- j 
oes cd $0 much evil to mankind. For he 
that wisely hath considered the wisdom, 
goodness, and power of God, cannot ima- 
pne God can with a regardless eye over- 
look his presunmtuous contempts of his 
laws, or endure W to proceed in an out- 
rageous defiance of Heaven, to contiuue 
hurting himself, or iii|juring his neighbour; 
nor can admit uxureasonimle terrors, or 
entertain suspicious conceits of God, as of 
an imperious master, or implacable tyrant 
over him, exacting impossible performan- 
ces from, or delighting in the fatal miseries 
of his creatures; nor can suppose him 
pleased withhypocritiGal shows, and greatly 
taken with superficial court.<)hips of cere- 
monious address ; or that he can in anywise 
favour our fier^ zeals, fierce passions, or 
unjust partialities about matter of opinion 
and ceremony ; or can do otherwise than 
detest aU factions, harsh, uncharitable, and 
revengeful proceedings, of what nature, or 
upon what ground soever ; or that he can 
be so inconsistent with hunsclf, as to ap- 
prove anything but what is like himself, 
that is, righteousness, sincerity, and bene- 
ficence. 

Lastly, Wisdom attracts the favour of 
God, purchaseth a glorious reward, and 
socuretb peipetual foUoity to us. For God 
l(rb(ih none hut him that dweUeth with wU- 
dom» And, Glorious is the fruit of good 
luhours ; and the root of wisdom shall never 
fttll mvay.* And, Happy is the man iltat 
Jindeth vnsdom; And, Whoso fmdeth her, 
findeth hfe^ and shall obtain fivour of the 
LardJ Those are the words of wise So- 
lomon, in the book of Wisdom, and in the 
Proverbs. God loveth her, as most agree- 
able to his nature ; as resembling him ; as 
an offspring, beam, and efilux of iliat Wis- 
dom which founded the emi;h, and esta- 
bliahed the heavens ; as that which beget- 
teth honour, love, and obedience to Ids 
commands, and truly glorifies him ; and as 
that which promotes the good of his crea- 
tttres, which he earncstlv desires. And 
the paths rite k^ads in are such as directly 
• •Win vii Mj.ii. iS *rro\ lii 13, mii 


tend to the promised inheritajice of joy 
and bliss* 

Thus have I simply and plainly presented 
you with part of what my meditation sug- 
gested upon this subject: it remains that 
we endeavour to obtain this excellent en- 
dowment of soul, by the faithful exercise 
of our reason, car(‘ful observation of things, 

, diligent study of the divine law, watchful 
reflection upon ourselves, virtuous and 
religious practice ; but especially, by im- 
ploring the divine influence, the original 
spring of li^ht, and foimtain of all true 
knowledge, mllowing St. Jameses advice : /f 
any manlack uisdorn, let him ask it of Qod^ 
whogiveth freely. Therefore, O everlasting 
WMom, file Maker, Redeemer, and Go- 
vernor of all things, let some comfortable 
beams from thy great body of heavenly light 
descend upon us, to illuminate our dark 
minds, and quicken our dead hearts ; t<» 
inflame us with ardent love unto thee, and 
to direct our steps in obedience to th} law s, 
through the gloomy shades of this world, 
into that region of eternal light and b^iss, 
where thou reignest in perfect glory and 
msyesty, one God ever blessed, world with- 
out end. Amen. / 


SERMON 11. 

THE PROFITABLENESS OF GODLINERR. 

i Tiu* iv. 8. — But godliness is profitable 
for all things. 

How generally men, with most unanimous 
consent, are devoted to profit, as to the 
immediate scope of their designs ami aim 
of their doings, if with the slightest atten- 
tion we view what is acted upon this theatre 
of human afiairs, we cannot but di.sceni. 
All that we see men so very serious and 
industrious about, which w'c (*all business ; 
that which they trudge for in the streets, 
which they work or wait for in the shops, 
which they meet and crowd for at the ex- 
change, which they sue for in the hall, and 
solicit for at the court, which they plow 
and dig for, which they march and fight 
for in the field, which they travel for at 
land, and sail for (among rocks and storms } 
upon the sea, which they plod for in the 
closet, and dispute for in the schools* (j^ea, 
may we not add, which they frequently pray 
for and preach for in the church : ) what 
is it hut profit :■ Is it not this apparent 1\ , 
for which men so eagerly contest and qiiiir- 
rel, so bitterly envy and emulate, mi fic mly 

• Su iitXot us SurmaStf fmvrartu -- Aiib- 
t«ph. Plut. » Prov, XU 33 
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ekinour and inveigh, so cuTmiflgfly supplant 
and underminiS one another; stu^Teth 
their hearts with mutual h^^tred and spite, 
which tippeth their tongues with slander 
and reproach, which oftra embmetii their 
hands wi*^ blood and slaughter ; for which 
they expose their lives and limbs to dai^er, 
for which they undergo grievous toils and 
drudgeries, for which itiey distract their 
mind with cares, and pierce their kt*art 
sorram; to which they sacrifice their pre- 
sent ease and content; yea, to which com- 
monly they prohtitulc their hontiur and 
conscience ? This, if you mark it, is tlie 
great mistress, which is with so passionate 
riiality cver^'where wooed and courted ; 
this is the cijmmon mark, which ali eyes 
aim, and all endeavours strike at ; this the 
liirc which men demand for all their ;»ains, 
the pri^e they hoj)e for all tlieir c^mliatb, 
the harve.st they seek from all the year’s as- 
siduous labour. Tliis is the bait, by which 
you may inveigle most men any whither ; 
and the most certain sign, by which you 
may pi ognosticato what any man will do : 
for mark whore liis pi ofit is, there will he 
be. This some professedly and with open 
face, others sl}l) and under t)dn veils of 
preteiM e (under gmse of friendship, of love 
to public good, of loyalty, of religious 
zeal) ; some directly and in a plain track, 
others oblicpiely and by subtile trains; some 
by sordid and base means, others in wavs 
more cleanly and plausible ; some ^avely 
and mode^lfy, others wildly and fuiiously; 
all (very few excepted) in one manner or 
another, do cdearly in most of their pro- 
ceedings level and drive at.^ 

Tbispractue, then, being so general, and 
soeiug that men are reasonable creatures, 
that it is so camiot surely proceed from 
mere brutishmss, or dotage; there must 
he some fair eoh ur or somblaiioti of rea^ 
son, which draweth men into, and carrieth 
them forward in this way. The reason 
indeed is obvious and evident enough ; the 
very name of profit hnplieth it, signifying 
that whi< h is useful, or oouducible to pur- 
poses really or seemingly griod. The gain 
of money, or of somewhat equivalent there- 
to, is liierefore specially termed profit, 
because it readily supplieth necessity, fur- 
nishetli ronveiuenco, feedeth pleasure, sa- 
lisfieth fancy and curiosity, promoleth ease 
md liberty, supporteth honour and dig- 
nity, procureth power, dependencies, and 
fi iendbhips, rondircth a man somebody 

* Friraa fere vota, et euaotifi nutissinria tomplis, 
D»iti4. ut emoftut* ac. Jitr Hut. x. 

Ouiiies ad afftettun atqus app( ilium uulitatis «>uaf 
nature j|tAiits nin^'lsUTio atquv imiiuluouc ducuntui 
Lut Lath 2. 


condldmble in the world ; infine, emildeth 
to do good, or to perfbrm works of bene- 
ficence and charity. Profit is therefoeeo 
much affected and pursued, because it is, 
#or doth seem, apt to procure or promote 
some good desmable to us. 

If, therefore, a project should be pro- 
posed to us, very feasible and probable to 
succeed, in pursuance whereof assuredly 
we might obtsin great profit ; methmks, in 
consistence with ourselves, and conform- 
ably to our usual manner of acting, we 
should be very read^ to embrace and exe- 
cute it. Such a project it is, which, in my 
text, by a very trusty voucher and skilful 
jud^ of such tilings, and one who had 
himself fully experimented it, is proposed ; 
which in itself is verv practicable, so that 
any of us may, if wo have a mind to it, and 
will bo at the pains, tbrouglily compass 
and carry it on : w^hich will exceedingly 
tom to account , and bring in gains unto us 
unspeakably vast ; in comparison whereto 
all other de^igos, which men with so much 
care and toi] do pursue, are very unprofit- 
able or detrimental, yielding but shadows 
of profit, or bringing real damage to m>. 

It is briefly this, to be religious or pious; 
that is, in our minds btedfastly to believe 
fui God (sudi as nature in some measure, 
andrevelatioumore clearly, declaretbhim); 
in our hearts eamcbtly to love and reverence 
him, through all our practice rincerely and 
diligently to observe his laws. This is it 
which St. Paul affirineth to be profitable 
for all thmgs^ and wliich it is my intent, 
by God's help, to recommend unto you as 
such ; demonstrating it really to be so, by 
representing bome of those numberless Ih'- 
nefits and ^vantages which acci*ue frimi 
it, extending to all conditions and capaci- 
ties of men, to all btates, all seasi>iis, and 
in effect to all affairs of life. 

It hath been ever a main obstruction to 
the practice of piety, that it hath been taken 
for no friend, or rather for an eneiny to 
profit ; as both unprofitable and prejudi- 
cial to its followers : and many semblances 
there are cctuntcnancing that opinion* For 
religion soemeth to smother or to slacken 
the industry and alacrity of men in follow- 
ing profit, manjr ways : by charging them 
to be content with a little, and carem for 
nothing ; by diverting their affections and 
cares from worldly aikirs to matters of an- 
other nature, place, and time ; prescribing 
in the first pi Ate to seek things spiritual, 
luavonh, and future; by disparaging ^ali 
secular m alth, as a thing, in comparison 
tf»virtic and spiritual goods, v<ryineaii 
and nuonsidtnildc ; by ducking' j.'i<fdy 
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desires and aspirtn^ thoqgiits after it; by 
dvUMrrwg the most ready ways of getting 
it (yioleaoa, eaacdoa, fraud, andibStery); 
y(‘a, straitening the best wavs, eag^ ooTO, 
and diiigonoe ; by commending strict Jus-, 
tice in all cases, and always taking p^t 
with conscience when it cl^heth with in- 
terest ; by paring away the largest uses of 
wealth, in the prohilntioii of its free enjoy- 
ment to pride or pleasure ; by enjoining 
lihoral commnnicaaon thereof in ways of 
charity and mercy ; by engaging men to 
exp(i)ee their goods sometimes tu uniidn<mt 
haaard, sometimes to certain loss ; obliging 
them to forsake all things, and to embrace 
poverty for its sake. 

It favoureth thi'j conceit, to obsc?rve, that 
often bad men by impious coiarses do ap- 
pear to thrive and prosptT ; while good 
men seem for their ^odness to suffer, or 
to be no wise visibly better for it, enduring 
much hardship and distress. 

It furthereth tlic prejudice, that some 
persons, void of true piety, or imperfectly 
good (some dahhlef's in religion), do not, 
from their lame, slight, and superficial per- 
formances. feel satisfactory returns, suck 
as they did presume to find ; and thence, 
to the defamation of piety, are apt to say, 
with those men in the prophet, It is vain 
to serve God i etnd what profit is it that Wu* 
have kept his ordinanwe^ am that toe have 
walked fmmmfully before the Lord of hosts 
Yea, that sometimes very pious men, being 
out of humour, and somewliat disco^nposed 
by the urgent pressures of affliction, the 
disappointments and crosses incident to all 
men h<‘re in this region of trouble, an* apt 
to complain and express themselves dissa- 
tisfied, biding with Job, Jt jmfiteth a mm 
nothing that he should delight himself with 
God, What advantage wiU it he unto me,, 
and what profit shall I have,, if [he vUansed 
from my sin or with David, Vtrily I have 
<leansrd my Jieurt in vain,, and washed my 
hands in imoemey : for all the day long J 
hove been plagued,, and chmtmed every 
momvig,^ 

To these considerations, disadvantageous 
in this respect to piety, may be added, that 
Ihe constant and certain profits emerging 
from it (although incomparably more sub- 
stantiaL nnd to the mind more sensible 
than any other) are not yet so gross and 
palpable, that men, who fr«)ra being im- 
mersed In earth and flesh arc blind in error, 
dull of apprehension, vain and inconside- 
iirte in their judgments, tainted and vitiated 
in their palates, can discern tlieir worth, 

^ Mai. ill 14. ( Job xxsj\. 9; xkxv. 3 

« Ixxhi. IS, 14 


or relish their sweetwes*!. Hence it is that 
so many follow the judgment and practice 
of those in Job, who say unto Ood^ Depart 
from us; forwe desire not the knowledge of 
iky uHsys, What is the Almighty,, that w 
should serve him f and what profit should 
we leave,, if we praij unto him 

For voiding whicli prejudices, and the 
recommendation of St. Paul’s proje<*t, I 
shall, as I said, propose some of those innu- 
merable advantages, by considering which 
the immense profitalileness of piofy will 
appear. And first 1 shall mention those 
considerations which more plainly do im- 
ort universalitj ; then shall toueh some 
eiiefits thereof, seeminL»^ more pai*ticular, 
yet in offtKrt vastly large, and of a vei y dif- 
fusive influence. 

J. First, then, we may iMinsidi'r, that 
piety is exceeding useful for all sorts of 
men. in all capacities, all states, all r<‘)«L- 
tions; fitting and disposing them to ma- 
nage all their respective cimccniintnts, to 
discharge all their peculiar dulhs, in a 
proper, just, and decent manner. 

It rendereth all suiieriors equal and nio- 
derate hi their administrations ; mild, coev- 
teous, and affable in their converse ; henitrn 
and condescensivc in all tlieir denu'aiiour 
toward their inferiors.** 

Correspondenlly it disposeth inferiors fo 
be sincere and faithful, modest, loxiiig, re- 
spectful, diligent, apt willingly to yield due 
subjection and service,* 

It inelineth priuecs to be just, genll(», 
benign, careful for their subjects’ good, 
apt to administer jiistii'e uprightly, to pro- 
tect right, to encourage virtue, tu check 
wickedness.*^ 

Answerably it rendereth subjects loyal, 
submissive, obedient, quiet, and poju'ealile, 
ready to yield due honour, to pay tlie tri- 
butes and bear the burdens imposed, to 
discharge all duties, and observe all laws 
prescnlied by their governors, coiisciou- 
ably, patiently, cheerfully, without reluet- 
ancy, grudging, or murmuring.* 

It maketh {^ents loving, gentle, pro- 
vident for their children’s good education, 
and comfortable subsistence ; children, 
again, dutiful, respectfiil, grateful, apt to 
requite thoir parents. 

Husbands from it become affectionate 
and compliant to their wives ; wives sub- 
missive and obedient to their husbands.* 

• Job xxi. 14, IS* ' Bph v!. 9; Col iv 1. 

g Epb. \x 9 ^ Col lii. 33 1 I Pet ii. 18. 

1 Koni. xiu. 1 , Tit iii 1 ; l^Pet. 11. 13 ; 1 Pot. iv. 9 ; 

Phil. fl. 14 

s kph VI 4, Col. iii. 21; ITfan. v 8, Kph vl 1: 
Col Hi 20. 

• Kph V 2't; Col. 111 . 19; I Pot. ili 7, Eph \ 22. 
Ctil ih 18. lit ii9, IPot. m. 5. 
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It (lj.sj>oibeth friends to be friends indeed, 
full of cordial idTection and good-will, en- 
tirely faithful, finuljr corustant, industri- 
ouhly careful, and active in performing all 
good offices* mutually. 

It engageth men to be diligent In their 
calling, faithful to their trusts, contented 
and peaceable in th(‘ir stathsu, and Utereby 
seruceable to public good. 

It rendereth all men jiLst and punctiud 
in their dealing, orderly and quiet in tlieir 
behaviour, eoiucteous and coinplaisant in 
their conversation, friendly and cliai*itabie 
upon all occasions, apt to aAsisi, to reUeve, 
to comfort one another.® 

It tieth oil relations more fastly and 
strongly, assureth and augment eth ml cn- 
d<*arinent3, enfurceth and establislieth ail 
obligations hy the finii bauds of conscience ; 
Ket aside which, no engagement can hold 
sure against temptations of interest or plea- 
sure. Much difference there is between 
^»ei‘formiug Ihese duties out of natural tem- 
per, fear of punisliment, hope of temporal 
reward, selfish design, regard to credit, 
or other the like principles, and the dis- 
ciiarging them out of religious conscience ; 
tills alone will keep men tight, uniform, 
resolute, and stabJ(* ; uhereas all other 
princi]>les are loose and slipper), will soon 
1)6 shaken and falUT. 

In consequence, to those practices spring- 
ing from it, piety removeth oppr4‘ssiou, vio- 
leiiec, faction, disorders, and murmurings, 
out of the state ; schisms and scaudalh out 
of the ciiurch ; pride and haughtiness, sloth 
and luxury, detraction and sycophantrv, 
out of the court ; corruption and partiai- 
ily out of judicatures ; clamours and tu- 
mults out of the street ; brawlings, grudges, 
.ind jealousies, out of families ; extortion 
and to/i*uage out of trade ; strifes, emu- 
lations, slanderous backbitings, bitter and 
foul language, out of conversation : iu all 
])laccs, in all sock ties, it produceth, it 
fuivanceth, it establisheth, order, peace, 
safety, prosperity, all that is good, all that 
is lovely or nondsome, all that is couveni* 
cut or j^easant for human society and com- 
mon life. It is that which, as the Wise 
Man saiih, exaUeth a mHionj it is that 
which estci>hsheth a throne,^ 

It is indeed the best prop and guai'd that 
can be of government, and of the comiuon- 
u ^al ; for it settle^li the body politic in a 
sound constitution of health; it firmly ce- 
mciiteth the ports thereof; it puttcui all 
Ihiiigs iuto a right order and steady course. 

» Old VI. 2, 10; Fhll. tv. S; I Thew m 12, 2Cor 
i\ IJ 

« riuv XIV 84, XVI. 12, XX 2S; xxUr 14, vm IS, 
x^iv s 


I It procuretfa mutual re^eist and Af&otion 
I between governors and subjeots, whence 
axiseth saiHy, ease, and pleasure to both. 
It rendereth men truly good (that is, just 
fnd honest, sober and cunaiderote, modest 
ind peaceable), and thence ajit, witliout 
any consto'aint or stir, to yield every one 
their due ; not affected to needless change, 
not disposed to raise any disturbance. It 
patteih men in good humour, and keepeth 
them in it ; whence things pass smoothly 
and pleasantly. It cherisheth worth, and 
encourageth industry; whence virtue fiou- 
risheth, and weldih is jncrea'^cd ; whence 
the occa»ons and means of disorder are 
stopped, the pretences for sedition and foe. 
tion are cut off. In fine, it certainly pro- 
curcth the benediction of God, the source 
of all welfare and prospenty ; whence, 
Wfim it goc^th jtcdl mth Uw rtghteo^is^ the 
city rejiAcetks and, Whin, righUouH 
are in authority^ the people rtjoice^^ saith 
the great politician Solomon. 

It is therefore the concernment of all 
men, who, as the Psalmist sp<‘ukctb, 
sire to live well^ caid would fain sfe good 
days:^ it is the special interest of great 
persona (of the magistracy, the nobility, 
the gent^, of all persons that have any 
considerable interest in the world), who 
would safely and sweetly exyoy their dig- 
nity, power, or wealth, by oil means to 
jirotccl and promote piety, as the best in. 
stroment of their security, and undisturb- 
edly enjoying the accommodations of their 
state. ’Tb m all respects their best wis 
dom and policy ; that which will as well 
preserve their outward state here, as sa- 
tisfy their consciences within, and save their 
hereafter. All the Machiavelion ai*ts 
and tricks, all the sleights and fetches of 
worldly craft, do signify nothing in compa- 
rison to this one pmn and easy way of se- 
curing and turtberiog their interests. 

^ If, then, it be a gross absurdity to de- 
sire the fimita, and not to take care of the 
root, not to cultivate the stock whence they 
sprout ; if every prince gladly would have 
ms subjects loyal and obedient, every nuis- 
ter would have his servants honest, diligent, 
and observant, every parent would have his 
childi'on officious and grateful, every man 
would have his friend faithful and kind, 
every one would have iboso just and sin- 
cere, with whom he doth negociate or 
converse ; if any one would choose to he 
related to such, and would esteem tlieir 
relation a happiness ; then consequently 
should every man in reason strive to fur- 

• Prov xi 10 ; xxlx. 2. 

P PmU xxxiv. 12 , 1 Fat. Hi 10. 
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iher piety, from whence alone Ihoae good 
dispositions and prActiees do proceed. 

If. Piety doA fit ainan for lulcondificm^^ 
qualiiViiig him to pass thropgh Aem all 
with the best advantape, isisely , cheerfuUvi) 
and salhlj ; so as to incur no considerable 
ham or detriment hy them. 

Is a man prosperous, high, or wealAy 
in oondition r Hety guardeth him firom all 
the miachiefii incident to Aat state, and 
disposed him to ei\joy the best advantages 
thereof. It keepeth him from being swelled 
and puifed up wi A vain conceit, from be- 
ing transported wiA fbn#coinplacence or 
confidence therein ; minding lum, that ii 
is purely Ae gift of God; that it absolutely 
dependeth on liib disposal, so that it ma^ 
soon be taken from bim ; and that he can- 
not otherwibc than by hiunility, by grati- 
tude, by the good use of it, be secure to 
retain it ; minding bim also, Aat he shall 
assuredly be forced to render a strict ac- 
count concerning the good management 
thereof. It preserveA him from being per- 
verted or corrupted with At' temptations 
to wliich that oondition is most liable ; from 
luxury, from sloth, from stupidity, from 
forgetfulness of God, and of himself; main- 
taining among the floods of plenty a sober 
and steady mmd. It fenceA him from in- 
solence, and fobtuous contempt of others ; 
rendereth hitn civil, oondescensive, kind, 
and helpful to those who arc in a meaner 
state. It instructeth and incitcA him to 
apply his wealth and power to the best uses, 
to the service of God, to the benefit of his 
neighbour, for his own best reputation, and 
most solid comfoi't. It is Ae right ballast 
of prosperity, the only antidote for all the 
inconveniences of wealth ; tliat which sc- 
curcth, sweetcneth,and sanetifioth all other 
goods : without it, all apiuurent goods are 
>ery m^xious, or extremely dangerous; 
riches, power, honour, ease, pleasure, are 
so many poisons, or so many snares, with- 
out it. Again, is a man poor and low in 
the world? Piety doth improve and sweeten 
even that state : it keepcA his spirits np 
above dejection, desperation, and discon- 
sulatencss ; it freeth liim from all grievous 
solicitude and anxiety ; showing him, tliat 
although he seemeth to have little, yet 
he ujMiy be assured to want notliing, he 
having a certain succour and never-failing 
supply from God’s good providence; that, 
notwithstanding the present straitness of 
his condition, or scaiitness of outward 
things, he haA a title to goods infinitely 
mure precious and more cousidiTable, A 
j»ious man cannot but apprelicnd himself 
like the child of a rno^t wtidth) , kind, and 


I careful fatlier, who, although he haA yet 
nothing in his own possession, or passing 
under his name, yet is assured that he can 
never come info any want of what is need- 
ful to him : the Lord of oil things (who 
haA all tilings in heaven and earA at his 
di«tposa1, who is infinitely tender of his chil- 
dren’s good, who doth incessantly watch 
over them) being his gracious Father, how 
can he fear to be left destitute, or not be 
competently jirovided for, as is truly best 
for him ? 

This is the difference between a pious 
and an impious man. Is the pious man in 
need ? he hath then an invisible refuge 
to fly to, an invisible store to fiirnisli 
him ; he hath somewhat beyond all pre- 
sent things to hope in, to comfort him- 
self with: whereas the impious person hatli 
notliing beside present appearances to sup- 
port or solace himself by ; the w^hich fail- 
ing, down he sinketh into dejection and 
despair. Is the good man in affliction ? he 
knowoth that it cometh not on him without 
God\« wise appointment, nor without g(N)d 
intention toward him, for probation, exer- 
cise, and improvement of his virtues, or 
for wholesome correction of his had <lis- 
positions ; that it is only physic and disci- 
pfine to him, which shall have a comfortable 
issue ; that it shall last no longer than it 
is expedient for him that it should : where- 
fore he patiently submitteth to it, and un- 
dergoeA it cheerfully, with the same mind 
wherewith a patient sw^allowcth down an 
unsavoury potion, which he presumeth w ill 
conduce to his health.* Never, indeed, 
hath any man enjoyed more real content, 
or hath been more truly satisfied, tlirni good 
men have been in a seeming depth oi ad- 
versity. What men c^er ui>oi) earth lia\e 
been more sorely afflicted, have underwent 
greater losses, disgraom, labours, troubles, 
distresses in any kind, than did tlic holy 
Apostles? Yet did thej most hcai lily re- 
joice, exult, and triumph in them all.f 
Such a wondrous virtue hath piety to 
change all things into matter of consola- 
tion and joy. No contliliou in effect eon he 
evil or Lo a pious man ; his very soi - 
rows are plcsisant, his infirmities ai*e whole- 
some, his wants enrich him, his disgract'o 
adorn him, his burdens case him ; his 
duties are jirivihgcs, his falls are the 

* Seitnus nmicos Del ab amantiAsimOp mloiiicor- 
dissbnu Ffiiro mala uta poinalia reciyn ru. non ut 
IKciiani Heu viucUotaixi Irocuiidias hoU niafriM ut < (»i - 
rectionos et medfemoenta BtultUiie at .idjuuiMita \ir- 
tutus ut inaUeattoDoe eiv« fabncatioiiet<. tt tunsioia^, 
s)Te aUutiouu, et candidationus. — Ou/l rut ue 
Stutaw 

t *l**«if*i/f u,*\f n , 

Kmf -*e« »t», 
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grounds of advfuncement, Lis very sms (as 
breeding contrition, humility, ciroumspco- 
tion, and vigilance) do bett^ and profit 
him : whereas impiety doth spoil ernty con- 
dition, doth corrupt and embase alf good 
things, doth embitter all the conveniences 
and comforts of life* 

I II. Piety doth virtually comprise within 
it all other profits, ser\i^ all the dt^siM 
of them all : whatever kind of desirable 
good we can hope to find from any otliei* 
profit, we may be assured to enjoy fi’om it. 

He that hath it is ipso facto vastly rich, 
is entitled to immense treasuies of most 
precious v ealth ; in comparison whereto, 
all the gold and all the jeaels in the world 
are mere baubles. He hath interest in 
(iod, and can call him his, who is the ull^ 
and in regard to whom all things existent 
are less than nothings The infinite povi er 
;md wisdom of (iod belong to him, to he 
ever, upon all fit occasions, employed for 
luh benefit. All the inesthmihle treasures 
of hea\ cn (a place infinitely more rid* than 
the Indict) are his, after this moment of 
life, to ha\e ai d to hold for ever : so that 
grtat ri'a‘'()n ha<l the Wise Mau to say, 
tliat In thv fu}yso of the righteous is much 
irtmurtJ Piety therefore U profitable, 
as imniedintdy instating in wealth: and 
\ili<rcds ihc desired Iruits of profit an 
chiefly these, honour, p4iwer, pleasure, 
safety , IiIk riy , case, opportuuity of getting 
knowledge, means of benefiting otbers ; au 
these, we shall see, do abundantly accrue 
from piety, and in truth only from it. 

The pious man is in truth most honoui'- 
able. Tntet homines pro momo est optimus,* 
Sell til Seneca * whom Solomon translateth 
tlms : The righteous is more ercellcnt than 
his ueighhour,^ He is diginfi<‘d by the most 
dlusltious titles, a son of God, a friend and 
ta\ uurite to the so\ eroign King of the w orld, 
an luir (if heaven, a denizen of the Jeru- 
salem above : titles far surpassing all those 
which worldly state doth assume.* tic is 
approved by the best and most infallible 
judgments, wherein true honour resideth. 
He is respected by God hhiiMdf, by the 
holy angels, by the blessed saints, by all 
good and all wise ptisons; yea, commonly, 
by all men •'* for the effects of genuine piety 
arc so venerable and amiable, that scarce 
any man con do otherwise than in his heart 
much esteem him that worketh them. 

The pious man is also the most potent 
man : he hath a kind of omnipotency, be- 
cause he (>an do whatever he will, that is, 

* K«r’ 0 Aym^ riAMsw-— Aristot. 

atn. 1)1, 3 

» Prov XV 6 t Prov. xii. 

■ &«n hp. xo. • Vtov. xii. 8. 


wi^t he ought to dojf because the 
Divine Power is ever ready to assist him 
in his pious enterprises, so that ie^ da 
all tAingi hy Christ that strengtheneih Am* 
He IS able to combat and vanquish him 
Ibat is i staui asyi migity one t to 

wage war with happy success against pria- 
dpalUm and powers. He con^uereth and 
commandeth himself, which is the txravest 
victoxy and noblest empire; he quelleth 
fleshly lusts, subdueth inordinate passions, 
and repellelh strong temptations. Ho, 
hy his fnlthy ooercomeih the world with a 
conquest far xuage glorious than ever any 
Alexander or Caesar could do. He, in fine, 
doth perform the most worthy exploits, 
and deserveth the most honourable tri- 
umphs that man can do. 

The pious man also doth enjoy tl)e only 
true pleasurPh ; hearty, jmre, solii, durable 
plea^iures ; such ph*asures as those of which 
the divine Psalmist singefli: In thy pre^ 
senee is fulness of joy ; at t/uf right hand 
there are pleasures for eoermore,^ That 
all jay in belMug^ that gaiety of hope^ 
tliut incessant rejoicing in the Lord^ and 
greatly delighting in his law^ that continual 
feast of a good oonscience, that serving the 
Lord with gladness^ tliat exceeding glad- 
ness with Ootf s countenance^ that comfort 
of the Holy Spirit^ that joy unsjmakahle 
and full of glory;' the satisfaction result- 
ing from the contemplation of heavenly 
truth, from the sense of God's favour, and 
the pardon of liis sins, from the influence 
of God's ^ace, from the hopes and anti- 
cipation or everlastiiig bliss : these an* plea- 
sures indeed, in comparison whereto all 
other pleasures are no more tlian brutish 
s»msualitie8, sordid impurities, superficial 
touelies, transient flaslies of di light ; such 
as should be insipid and unsavoury to a 
rational appetite ; such a^ are tinctured 
with sourness and biU(,rriCs^, have painful 
remorses or qualms consequent. J All the 
pious man's ])erformanccs of duty and of 
devotion are full of pure b;itisfaction and 
delight here ; they shall be rewarded witli 
perfect and endless joy hereafter. 

As for safety, the pious man hath it most 

t Tnntuin quantum vult piKaat. qui se nisi quod 
debet u<m putat poflsti — Senec. sc 

t Uuid fcTiim juoundius, quam Fatria et Do- 
mini reooiioUiatio, quam terftatlf vevelatio, quant 
errornm rccognltlo, quam totretra cHminum veiiia > 
que major voluptaa^ quam taatidlum Ipllus voi)iptati«. 
quam aa'cali totiua coiitemptua, quam vera lllwrta.* . 
quam ronbcipiitia int^ra, quamvwattlAciena, quHin 
mortia tunor nuUua, «c. ?— Tert. de Sparfae x ) 

« Pro> \yi 38 , xxY. 88. iTtie Sen. da Bon. %. 7. 

1 Ta. xvi. n 

' Kmi) x\ 13 , Bd), lU. 6 ; Phif. ir. 4 ; Pa xHH i , 
OXU 1 , 1. 8 , cvh. IS, 24. 47, 70, 77, Sa* I n, 143 1 4. 8. 
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abboluic and 6uro $ lie bmg guarded bj 
Aimigbty aud wisdom; un- 
itlf'T m i^hadmf of G 0 d'$ mng9i Goil Wh 
haldhig him mtn hand^ ordMn^ ms 
so that none of thm shall sUde^ hold- 
ing his sost in. lifr^ tmd buffering not h%$ 
feet to he moved be being, by the grace 
and mercy of God, secured from the as- 
hauita and iTUpreasions of all enemich, fx*om 
ain and guilt, ftom tlm devil, world, and 
Hesh, from death and hell, which are our 
most formidahJo, and iu eSbct only dan- 
geroufi enemies. 

As( for liberty, the pious man most en- 
tiroly and truly doth enjoy ihnt ; be alone 
is free from captivity to tnat cruel tyrant 
Satan, from tlio misoraI)le slavery to sin, 
from the grievous dominion of fust and 
passion. He can do what he ploaseth, 
having a mind to do only what is good and 
tit. The Law h(^ obbcrveth is wortliily 
called the perfect kno of Hheity:^ the Lord 
he sorveth protendeth only to command 
freemen and friends : Ye are my friends^ 
said he, if ye do whatever I comwawl you; 
ivnd, If the Son set you free, thru are ye 
free indeed.^* 

And for ease, it is he only that knoweth 
it ; having his mind exempted from the dis* 
traction of care, from disorder of passion, 
from anguish of conscience, from the drud- 
geries and troubles of the world, from the 
vexatious ojid disquiets u hich sin prod ucetb. 
He hndetb it made good to him, which our 
Lord inviting him dSd promise, Co>iiiS unto 
»*e, all ye that lahour and are heavy laden^ 
and / tvill give you rest , ^ he feeleth iJr truth 
of tliosc divine assertions, l^hou mlt keep 
hm in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on thee ;• and, threat peace have they which 
love thy law^ and nathtng shall offend themJ 
As for knowledge, the pious man alone 
doth attain it considerably, so os to bocomo 
truly wise and learned to purpose. AW 
yacn, saith the WLe Man himself, who knew 
well, understand not judgment: hut they 
that seek the Lord amerstand all things.^ 

It is the irtous man that enqdoy eth his mind 
upon the most prop<*p and worthy olyeets, 
Diat knoweth tnings which certainly best 
dei-ei*ie to be known, that hath his soul 
enriched with the choicest notions; ho 
skilleth to aim at the best ends, and to 
tuinpash them by the fittest means ; he cau 
assign to each thing its duo worth and v«u 
liie : he can prosecute things by tlie best 

* Oi tint •AiuS-utft iXX' if Mm oX# 

< 1 rti rhrysoftt ay(l Thuod 
■»V'» wii M, \\\y\ 7 .K 1 I }, lxl.4;\ci 4, \xNvti 2i; 
Cikiv I17,\xv\il 223, JKcviv 1.23, 1x^1 16. 
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gictliods, and order his af!airs in ilie best 
maimer : so that he is sure not to be de* 
feated or disappointed in his endeavours, 
nor to misspend his care and pains, with- 
out answerable fruit. He hath the beht 
master to instruct him in his studies, and 
tbe best rules to direct liim in his jnroceed- 
ings : ho cannot bo mistaken, seeing in his 
judgment and choice of tilings he con- 
spireth with infallible wisdom. Therefore 
S tuo'tSiiy axavf the pioUS Wm IS the 

exquisite philosopher,^ The fearoftheLord^ 
that is wudom ; and to depart from eml is 
I understanditig. The fear of the Lord (as is 
said again and again in Scripture) is the 
fwnd (or top) of wisdom, A good tutdei- 
standing have all they that keep his com- 
maudments,^ 

Farther ; the pious man is enabled and 
disposed (hath the power and the heart) 
most to benefit and oblige others. 1 le doth 
it by his succour and assistance, by his in- 
.struotion and adnee, which he is oer ready 
to yield to any man upon fit occasion : hi* 
doth it by the direction and encourauement 
of his good example ; be dolh it by lu» con- 
stant ntid earnest prayers for <ill men : he 
doth it by dj'awing down bit things from 
heaven on the place wdicrc he resideth. He 
is upon all accounts the most true, the most 
common bencfa(*tor to mankind; all his 
neighbours, his country, tlio world, are in 
some way or other obliged to him : at least, 
he doth all the good he can, and in wiah 
doth benefit all men. 

Thus all the fruits and consequences of 
profit, the which engage men so eagerly to 
pursue it, do in the best kind and highest 
degree resttU from piety, and indeed only 
from it. Ail the philosophical bravadoes 
concerning a wise man being only rich, 
only honourable, tmly happy, only above 
fortune, arc verified m the pious man ; to 
him alone, as such, with a sui'c foundation, 
without vanity, with e\ideut reasem, those 
aphorisms may be applied. They are i»a- 
radoxes and fictions abstracting from reli- 
gion, or coHoidcring men only under the 
light and power of nature ; but supjwsing 
our religion true, a good Christian soberly, 
without arrogance, in propi^rtion and ac- 
cording to the measure of Ins piety, may as- 
sume them to himself, as Iholiol} Apostles 
did ; I jHiSsess all thing^y Icon do all things ^ 
he may in a sort say after Si. Paul. 

As for all other profits, seciudinu it, they 
are but imaj^nary and countcrfiit, mere 
shadow s and illusions, yielding only i>ainted 
shows instead of substantial fruit. 

It Trlsmeg < Jobxxvib. ‘is * ICrov u 10 . 1 7. 
I^al. CXI. lU , c&ix 34, 104, UO. ^ Scu ku jU. 
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If from bare worldly wealth (that which 
lisurpeth the name of profit here) a nu*n 
Hoeketh honour, he U deluded, for he 18 not 
thereby truly honourable 5 he is but a »hin- 
inpr earth-worm, a weB-tx*aj)ped ,w, a gaudy 
slatup, a theatrical jpandee : with God, who 
jiulgeth most riffhlly, he i» mean and dea- 
pioablc : no intelligent person cau inwardly 
respect him. Even here, in this world of 
falliLcy and dotage, the wfbest and hoberest 
men, whose judgment usually doth sway 
that of others, cannot but contemn him, as i 
master of no real good, nor fit for anv good 
jnirjiose ; as seeing that in tlie end he will 
}irovc most beggarly and wretched. 

If a man aftecteth power thence, he is 
grievously mistaken : for, instead thereof, 
be proveth exceedingly feeble and imtio- 
teiil ; able to perform nothing worthy a 
man, eubject to fond humours and pas- 
.Mons, servant to divers lusts and pleasures, 
captlmted Injtlua dp^oitat hb pleasure ^over^ 
buriK* by temptation, hurried by the stream 
of the world, and liable to tlio strokes of 
tort line. 

If bo pvopouiidcth to himself thence the 
cnjoMiuntof pleasure, he will also much 
t.iii tlanin: for in lieu thereof ho shall 
find care and troulde, surfeiting and dis- 
ease, wearisonu» sanely and bitter regrtt; 
bemu void of all true delight in his mind, 
lalisftu tioii m his conscience ; nothing here 
))( mg able to furnish solid tiod stable plea- 
sure. 

It he fuiK’ictli safety, he deludeth liim- 
»'clt: for how cau he bo safe, who is des- 
titute of (lod’s pioteetiori and succour; 
who IS the object of Divine Wrath and ven- 
pHMuee ; who is assailed by many tierce and 
powoiful oueiuie'* ; whom the roaring lion 
i- ready to devour; whom death and 
dt » d( a/i M( t/on are i‘omlng to seize ujioii ; 
w bom guilt ibreatenetb, and hell gapeth 
tor; who, withoui any guard or iciice, 
.taiideth exi>osed to such imminent, such 
horrid and ghastly dangers?' 

If lie thirst for libcity, he will be £rus- 
t ’at* d : for he I'an be no othc rwist* tliati a 
slave, while he continueth impious 5 Amnzv 
tot dominotuM^ quot eUiorutU; a slave tosa 
tnany masUrs as he keepeth ekes ® a slave 
to himself and bis own lusts; carrviiig 
about with him the fellers of unsaliable 
clitiire; being hampered with inconsistent 
a lid irregular afiectioiui. 

Ease be cannot obtain, la'ing oppressed 
with unwieli^ burdens of sin, of care, of 
trouble ; being tossed with restless agita- 
tions of lust and passion ; being iht 

• 1 Thes8. V. 3, Vrov. x, 90, 

■^August, ti'ruv. xxt. *2S. 


troubled sea^ wMch emnot rest^ whose miers 
cast m smre smd 

If he meanetli to ^et wisdom, he is oqt ; 
for wisdom and impety are tneompatiibie 
Uphgs* , All his koowiei^ is vain, $11 itii^ 
spc^culations ore no better than dreams, 
smog be erreth in the main point, and i^ 
not wise to salvation. 

lie is, in tine, extremely mistaken, and 
in idi hia projects will be lamentably dis- 
a^iinicd, whoever fancioth any true profit 
without piety ; he nevt^r can attain to be 
so much ns W'eaJthy ; hut drudge and plod 
what be can, must be a beggar, and a for- 
loru wretch. For how can he he anywise 
rich, who doth w ant all the best things, the 
only valualde things in tlie world, which 
any man may have, which any good man 
doth pusHLMs? I low can ho be rich, who 
is destitute of the most needful accom- 
modations of life; who constantly feedeth 
on the coarsest and most sordid faro (the 
dust of pc'lf, the dung of sensuality 5) who 
hath no faithful or constant friends (no- 
thing cai'tbly can be such ;) who is master 
of nothing but dirt , or chafP, or smoke ? 
Whereas ^so riches do consist, not in what 
one enjoy cth at present (for that can be 
hide), but ui a presumed ability to enjoy 
afterward what he may come to need or 
desire ; or in well-grounded hopes that he 
sliall never fall into want or distress. How 
can that man be licb, who hath not any 
ooutidence in God, any interest in him, any 
reason to expect his blessing? yea, who 
hath much ground to fear the displciir- 
sure of him, in whose hand all things arc, 
and who arbitrarily disposeth of all ? Piety, 
therefore, is the only profitable thing, ac- 
cording to just esteem. She is more pro- 
(ims than ruhies, and all the things wn 
can desire are not to be compared to ker.° 
Upon this account it is most ti ue, what the 
Psalmist oftirmeth, A iittk that the right- 
tons hath is better than great ruhes of the 
ungodhp^ 

IV, That commendation is not to be 
omitted, which is nearest at hand, and 
suggested by St. Paul himself to back this 
assertion concerning the universal profit- 
ableness of piety ; For^ saith hc^ it hath 
the promise of the life that now ta, and of 
that which is to come : that is, God hath 
promised to reward it with blesfrin^ apper- 
taining to this mortal life, and with tliose 
which concern the future eternal State. 

As for the blessing of this life, although 
God hath not prorniHod to load tlie godly 
man with afiluenco of worldily things, not 
to put him into a splendid and pompous 
* Isa. Jvii 30. « Pruv. Ui. 15* f Ph. xxxvii. 15. 
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gulrb ; not to difipcnse to him that which 
nuaj 3 erve for pampering Ihe flesh, or Ra- 
tifying wanton fhnqy; not to exempt him 
from all Ihe inconveniences to which hn* 
man nature and this worldly state are sul^ 
joet I yet hath he promised to fomi^ him 
with whatever is n^ihl or convenient for 
him, in due fheasnre and season, the which 
he doth best understand. There is no good 
thing which a man naturally desireth, or 
reasonably can wish for, which is not in 
express terms proposed as a reward, or a 
result of piety. 

In general, it is declared, 
are vpon the head of the just ; that no good 
thing God mil withhold from, them theA 
tmlk uprightly; that, whatever otherwise 
doth fall out, assuredly shall he well with 
them that fear God : that. Blessed is every 
one that fiareth the Lord^ that wodheth in 
his ways : happy shaU thou he^ and it shall 
he well tintk thee ; that, There shall no evil 
happen to the just ; that All things work 
together for good to them that lave God,^ 

Particularly, there are promised to the 
pious man, 

A supply of all wants. — The Lord will 
not stjyfer the soul of the righteous to fa^ 
nmh. The righteous eateth to the satisfying 
of his soul There is no want to them that 
fear Chd, The young lions do tecA, and 
ev0er hunger ; but they that seek the Lard 
shall not want any good tking,'^ 

A protection in sdl dangers. — The eye of 
the Lord is upon them that fear him^ umm 
them that hope in his mercy; to deliver their 
sad from deaths and to keep them alive in 
famine. There shall no evil befaU thee,^ 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling ; He shall give his angels charge 
over thee^ to keep thee in aU thy ways* 

Guidance in all his undertakings and 

proceedings The steps of a good rtum are 

ordered by the Lord — none of his steps 
shall slkk* In all thy ways ackmwl^e 
him,^ and he shaU direct thy paths ^ 

Success and prosperity in his designs. 
^Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in hm^ cm he shaU bring it to pass , — 
^VhQ$8oever He doeth,^ it shall prosper — 
Thou shaU decree a thir^,^ am it shaU be 
established; md the UgU shall shine upm 
iky ways. The Lord shaU eonmandahtess* 
ing upm thee in thy Hh^houses,^ and in dll 


^ free, V. a ; n«it. xjtvJU. xw. 9 ; Vt, IxxxW. 1 1 ; 
Viil, 1*2; Isa. lil. 10 ; Ps. ex^vill. 1. Vs (ProT. 
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» Prw. X. 8 4 aUU 85; P«al. 9* 10. ; xxxiii. I9i 

xxx;1i. % 19. 

MPtfoi; xxxm. 18 ; xxxlv. ijxU. 7; xxxVli.S8: 

^ « je|i. xxxwii. 23, &c. ; Pfov. Hi, 6 ; {Prov. xi. 3, S; 
xvi S), 


thd thou sdtest thine hmd unto. Thine ex* 
pectatim MU not heed off.^ 

Comfinrtable eojonng the fruits of his 
industry* — Thou shall eat the labour of 
thine hands,^^ 

Satis&otion of all reasonable desires.*— 
The desiretfthe righteous shaU he granted. 
Delight thyself in the Lord,, and He shall 
give thee the desires of thine heart. He will 
juMl the desire of than that fear him : he 
um hear their cry, emd unit save them,* 
Firm peace and quiet.— tpork of 
righteousness shall he peace ; and the ^ect 
of righteousness, quietness and assurance 
fnr ever,* Great peace have ^wy which love 
thy law. The fruit of righteousness is sawed 
in peOce,^ 

Joy and alacrity. — Light is sown for the 
righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart. In the trun^ession ofm etSl man 
there is a snare * but the righteous doth sing 
and rejoice,* 

Support and comfort in afflictions. — He 
healeth the broken in heart, and hindeth up 
their wounds. Be of good courage, and 
he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hope in the LordJ- 

Deliverance from trouble. — Many ate 
the afflictions of the righteous, hut the Lord 
deliver eih him out ofiJtem all. He keepeth 
aU his hones, not one of them is broken,^ 
Preservation and recovery from mis- 
haps, and miscarriages. — Though he fall, 
he shall not he utterly cast down : far the 
Lord uphoMeth him with Ids hand,* 

Preferments of all sorts, to honour and 
dignity, to wealth and prosperity. — Wait 
upm the Lord, and keep his way ; and he 
snail exalt thee to inherit the lend. By 
humility and fear of the Lord are riches 
and honour. Blessed is the man that feareth 

the Lord wealth and riches are in his 

house. The upright shall have good things 
in possession. If they obey and serve him, 
th^ shaU spend their days in prosperity, 
and their years in pleasure. The tabernacle 
of the righteous shall flourish,^ 

Long life.— fear of the Lord pro^ 
hngeth days, - By me thy days shall be 
multiplied, md the years of thy life shall 
be increased. Let thine heart keep my com- 
mandments ; for length of days, and long 
life, and peace^ shaU they add unto thee.* 


« p»..xxxTii. 5; 1. d; Jobxxit. 25; Deut. xxviii. 8* 
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A goodiuune ondurinK death * — TAe 

fnemtry of the ju$t %9 hl$9mdJ 

BlessiinFfi entailed on posterity*—- iSTw 
seed shall be mighty upon earth ; the gene^ 
ration of the upright sAaM he blessed. The 
root of the righteous shall not be moved,* 
Thus is a liberal dispensation even of tem- 
poral ^odsannexedby God^sinfisdlibleword 
unto the practice of piety. It is indeed more 
frequently, abundantly, and explicitly pro- 
miaod unto God’s an<aent people, as being 
a conditional ingredient of flic covenant 
made with them, exhibited in that as a re- 
compense of their external pei*formance of 
religious wi>rks prescribed m their Law.^ 
The Gospel doth not so clearly propound 
it, or so iiiuoh insist upon it, as not princi- 
pdly belonging to the evangelical covenant, 
the which, in reward to the performance 
of its conditions by us, peculiarly doth offw 
blcssiiigs spiritual, and relating to the fu- 
tm-e state : as also S(*arce deserving to be 
mentioned in comparison to those superior 
bles'^ingsJ Yet as the celestial benehts, al- 
thougli not oiM'nly tendered in the Jewish 
Law, were yet mystically coucbetl therein, 
:ui<l closely designed for the spiritual and 
li( arty praclisers of religion ; so is the col- | 
lation of temp(»r»l accommodations to be 
understood to belong to all pious Chris- 
tiana : there is a codicil^ os it were, annexed 
to the New Testament, in which God sig- 
iiiiietli his intention to furnish his diildren 
wdth all that is needful or convenient for 
th^'in. Ills providence hath not cejised to 
watch over us, his huimty doth not fail to. 
W'ard us even in this respect ; his care will 
not be wanting to feed us and clotlie us 
comfortably, to protect us from evil, to 
prosper our good undertakings. Hence 
doth he command us to core for nothing, 
but to vast our cate upm him^ to rceom- 
nmd our business tohm^ because heeareth 
for us ; he will never formhe us ; he will 
hear our jirayers, and help us.*^ Hence we 
arc enjoined not to trust in uncertain riches^ 
hut in the living God^ who giveth us richly 
ali things to ertjoy^ Hcnco it is said, that 
Thi divine power hath given us aV thirds 
pertaining unto life and g>dlhms^ through 
the knouMge of him that called us to glory 
and virtue , Hence it is promised by our 
Lord, that, we seek Jirst the kingdom 
God^ all things shall be added to us,^ 
Hence it is inferred, as consequential to 
the natiure of the evangelical dispensation, 
that we cannot want any good tmng: i/c, 

» Prov. X. 7, 25. 
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I saith S t J^aul, that spared not hU am 
hut de^ered him up fir us ally haw shall he 
! not UfUh him aho freely give us all Mifst • 
in fine, hence it is proposed as notonous, 
that nothing is permitt^ to fall out other* 
wise than as conduoeth to our good. fVe 
know^ saitli St. Paul, that all things work 
together for good unto those that love God : 
nor wiU Gody in any case, suffer us to be 
temptedy by any want or pressure, beyond 
what m are able to bear.* Thus is piety 
evidently profitable, as having the promises 
of this lifiy or exhibiting all temporal bless- 
ings desirable to the practisers thereof. 

But infinitely more profitable it is, as 
having the promises of the future lifcy or as 
procui*jng a title to those incomparably 
more excellent blessings of the other w'orld ; 
those indefectible treaswreSy that incorrupt 
tiblcy widefledy and neoer-fiding inherit 
tanesy reserved in heaven for us ; that ex~ 
eeeding weight of glory; those ineffable 
joys of paradisey^ that lightsome counte- 
nance ani beatifying presence of God; 
that inconceivably and unexpressibly joy- 
ful, glorious, perfect, and endless blihs; 
briefiy, all that is conipvibcd apd intimated 
in those words of the Apostle, JHye hath 
not seeUy nor ear heardy neither have entered 
into the heart of maVy the things which God 
I hath prepared for them that £)ve him J In- 
finitriy profitable surely must that be, whicli 
pr(H‘ureth those things for us : and in these 
respects great reason had St. Paul to say, 
that Godliness is prtjfitahle fir aU things. 
But farther to evidence and recommend 
this point, 1 might propound certain {le- 
culiar advantages ari^ing from piety, which 
have a very general influence upon our 
lives, and do afford mito them exceeding 
benefit ; but this I must, in regard to the 
time and your patience, at present forbear. 


SERMON III. 

THE PROFITABLENESS OF GODUNES8. 

1 Tim. iv, 8 . — Bid godliness is profitable 
fir all things. 

In discoursing formerly upon these words, 
did propound divers general considerjlk- 
tions, serving to confirm and recommend 
this assertion of St. Paul. I shidl now in- 
sist upon some others more particulsr, 
which yet seem much condneiMe to the 
same purpose, declaring the vast utUity of 
religion or piety. 

1. We may consider that religion doth 
prescribe the truest and best rules of action; 

« Rom. viu. 32. f Rmn. vifi. n ; ! Car. x, 13. 
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thence entSghtiMMiig <w ttinAy end reeti- 
ottr preciiee in cllnteMiers, end txpoa 
m occa^iQ^, m that wbatmr U perfor^ 
eoear(]in8 to it, ie done erett eiid tpiscly, 
irtth a oomel;jrmce In regard toethere, 
wiijh a c^erind eattefaetian in otqr own 
snSnAt. Aa beet nfisnrenee that thinge 
are ten etpaUa of, io dnd happy suoceas 
end'teefleu^ 

Of all things in the world, there is no- 
thing more genera^ profitable than %ht : 
Irr it we converse wiui the world, and have 
all tifings set before us ; by it we truly and 
oasily discern things in uioir right 
nitaae, shape, and colour; by it wo gui& 
our steps SMcly in prosecution of what is 
good, and shtmning what is noxious ; by it 
(uur spirits are comfortably warmed and 
olieerM, enr life, consequently our health, 
ipiw vigoW, and activity are pi^scTved* The 
Ite tewfits doth to%ion, whi^ is the li^t 
or out soul, yield to it. Pious men arc chiL 
dreii K)/ the Sght ; pious works are w urks of 
light ehm^ t^ore meu. God's wwd (or 
irue religion) i$ a lamp ufUo our fiet^ anda 
light mio mrpoith ;* enabling us to perceive 
things, and judge rightly of them ; toaoh- 
ing us to walk atraitly and surely, without 
erring or stumbling; qualifying us to em- 
hraco what is usefd, and to avoid hurtful 
things ; preserving our spiritual life, and 
dkfporing us to act well with a vigorous ala- 
mdty ; without it a man is stark oHud, and 
utterly benighted, gropeth in doubt, wan- 
teeth in mistake, trippeth upon all ooca- 
^una, and often falleth into mischief. The 
pathofthej^^ saiththe Wise Man, is as the 
sMning The wag of the wicked if as 

^darkness; they hum mt at wkat they stumble* 
Mighteousness heepeth him that is upright in 
the ways hut w&hedness overthrowwt the 
siwnerj^ 


Again : it is a fair ornament of a man, 
and a grand convenience both to himself, 
and to others with whom he converseth or 
d.^aleth, to act regularly, uniformly, and 
consistently ; freeing a m^*s self from dis- 
traction and irresolution in his mind, fi'om 
change and CQXrfusioh in his proceedings $ 
securing others firom delusion and di^p- 
pointknent in their transactions with him. 
Even a bad rule constantly observed, is 
therefore better than none ; order and per- 
severance in aaqr way seemeth more conve- 
veniont than roving and tossing about in 
unoertajuties.* But, seduding a regard to 
the preeepts of religion, there can hardly 

Wvdtp imsAcofot 

S $ Jekn xll. 
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be any mare or settled rule, which firmly 
oan engage a man to, or effectually restrain 
a man anytlu^* 

There is scarce in nature anything so 
wild, so untractahle, so unintelngible, as 
a man who hith no bridle of conscience 
to guide or check him* A profane man is 
fflm a ship, without aoehor to slay him, or 
rudder to steer him, or compass to guide 
him ; so tliat he is tossed with any wind, 
and driven with any wave, none knoweth 
whttiicr : whether bodily temper doth sway 
him, or passion dotli hurry him, or inte- 
rest doth pull him, or example leadeth him, 
or company invcigleth and hiuleth him, or 
humour transporteth lum; whetlier any 
such variable and unaccountable causes 
determine him, or divers of tliem together 
distract him : whence he so rambleth and 
hovereth, that he can seldom himself tell 
I what in any case he should do, nor can 
another guess it ; so that you cannot at 
any time know where to find him, or how 
to deal with him ; you cannot witli reason 
ever rely upon liim, so unstable he is in all 
Ms ways* He is in effect a mere eliild, 
ail humour and giddiness, somewhat worse 
than a beast, which, following the instinct 
of its nature, is constant and regular, and 
thence tractable; or at least so untractahle, 
that no man will be docei\ed in meddling 
with him. Nothing, therefore, can bo more 
unmanly than such a person ; notliing can 
be more unpleasant than to have to do with 
him.t 

But a pious man, being steadily go\ erm d 
by conscience, and a regard to certain 
principles, doth both understand him^oif, 
and is intelligible to others : he pre.sently 
descrieth what in any case he is to do, and 
can render an account of liis acting : you 
may know him clearly, and assuredly Icll 
what he will do, and may therefore ililJy 
confide in him4 

What, therefore, law and government 
are to the public, things necessary to pre- 
serve the world in order, peace, and safety 
(that men may know what to do, and distin- 
guish what is their own), thatis piety to each 
man's private state, and to ordinary con- 
versation: it frcelh a man's own life fVom 
disorder and distraction ; it prompteth men 
how to behave themselves toward one an- 
other with security and confidence. 

This it doth by confining our practice 
within settled iiotmds: butte advantage 
appearelh greater, considering that the 

tMiMl flKt Uun eottiiratiiin, twaa xauttifotme, tot «o 
tarn wtriU alllDCf Ibufl eonoieam atcufl iMeratum, quam 
adli. 1. 
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rides which it proscribolh arc the host that 
can be* Such tb (7 must needs liC, us j^o- 
ceeding from iniallihle wisdom^ and itn^ 
motive jfoodtiesS ; being indeed nc ether 
than laws which the all-wise and most gra- 
cious Lord and Maker of the world, out 
of tender hindness to his sut^cts and crea- 
tures, with especial regard to otw welfare, 
hath been jpleabed to enact and declare. 
What of old he said to the Israelites con- 
cerning their laws, may with f^’cater ad- 
vanlJipe be applied to those vhich slionld 
regulate our li\ea: Antlnoa\ hraet^ what 
doth the Lord thy God require ofthee^ hut 
to four the Lord ihy^ Gnd^ to tvulk in all hh 
wuys^ md to love A«w, and to serve the Lord 
thy Uod with all thy lieart^ and with aV thy 
soul; to keefi ilte contmmdntents of the 
Lord^ and m statutes^ which 2 carmand 
thee this day for thy good (For thy good : 

that was the design of thcir being com- 
jiiaudcd, thereto the observance of them 
did tend.) Aud that commendation , w hich 
hy llu Levites in Nehemiah is given to 1 hat, 
doth more clearly and folly agree to the 
(^l» (gcnoral and perfect) institution ; 
llmi earned down from mount Simi, and 
sfnihrst mih them from heaven^ and gavest 
tnem tight judgnunts^ and true lares ^ good 
statutes iuui vonmmidments,^ And, Tie 
lan\ siiiili I he \postle Paul, is holy: the 
commandment is holy^ just^ and good ;® as 
such it is recommended to ns by its A nthor ; 
so we Vh\ istians arc by many great argu- 
ments assured that it is, and that it ia such 
c‘^en our natural real>uD dictateth ; so (as 
to tlic child* instances thereof) the most 
w iso and sober men always have acknow- 
ledgi'd, so fh/' general consent doth avow, 
and so oven common experience doth attest. 
l*'or, heartily to love and reverence the 
Maher of ail things, who by everytliing 
nppart nt before us demonstrateth himself 
incoi nprcbeasibly powerful, wise, and good^ 
to he kind and charitable to our neigh- 
Ihmu's, to he ju-jt and fidthful in our deal- 
ings, to he sober and modest in our minds, 
to 1)0 meek aud gentle in our demeanours, 
to be staunch and temperate in our enjoy- 
ments, and the like priueipa] rules of dut} , 
are such, tlat the eoinmon imson of men 
and continual experience do approve them 
Ob hugely condui^Uilu to the public good of 
men, and to each man’s iirivate welfare. 
So notorioasly beneticial tney appeair, that 
for the justification of them we might ap- 
peal oven to the judgment and conscience 
of those persons who are most concerned 
to derogate from them. For hardly can 
any man be so Bcnselcss, or so lewd, as 
•X>eut. X. u 13. «N(.U ix. 13. t Korn. vU 12. 


serioubly to disapprme or condemn them, 
aa inwardly to hlame or slight thoau who 
trul) act according to them. Thu wffli of 
nwn sometimes may be so depraved^ that 
dUsolate persons wantonly ai4 hee^sslv 
may sco£P at and seem to i&parage good- 
ness j thatgoodmen, by very bad men, fbr 
dmng well, may be envied and hated (their 
being so treat^ is commonly an argunmut 
of the goodm*BB of their persons aud of 
their ways :) but the understanding of men 
can hai‘dly be to corrupted, that piety, 
jehar3t\ .justice, temperance, meeknesb, can 
In good earnc.<;t conhidei’ately by any man 
ho <U-»j!lowed, or that persons apparently 
practising them can be despised; but ra- 
ther, ill spite of all contrary prejudice and 
disafrections, such things and such persons 
cannot but in judgment and heart be 
esteemed by all men. The lustre of them, 
by a natural and necessm efficacy (like 
that of heaven's glorious light) daarieth the 
sight and charmeth the spirits of all men 
living ; the beauty of them irre5if.tibly coii- 
^uereth and coinmandeth in the apprebeii- 
siona of men : the more they arc Observed, 
the more useihl and needful they appear 
for the good of men ; all the fruits which 
grow from the observance of them being 
to all men's taste very pleasant, to all men's 
experience very wholesome. Indeed, all 
the good whereby common lifr is adorned, 
is sweetened, is rendered pleasant and 
desirable, doth spring thence ; all the mis- 
chiefs which infest particular men, and 
which distm*b the world, palpably do arise 
from the trantgresdon or neglect thereof. 

If we look on a person stii^ng to those 
rules, we shall perceive him to have a cheer- 
ful mind and compofted passions ; to be at 
peace within, and satisned with himself ; 
to live in comely order, in good repute, in 
fair correspondence, and firm concord with 
his neighbours. If we mark what prosm- 
eth the body somid and lusty, what keepeth 
the mind vigorous and brisk, what saveth 
and improTcth tlie estate, what upholdeth 
the good name, what guardeth and graeeth 
a nian'.s whole life ; it is nothing else but 
proceeding in our demeanour and dealings 
according to the hom^st and wise ruloa of 
piety. If we view a place where these com- 
monly in good measure are observed, we 
sliall discern, that peace and prosperity do 
fiourish there ; that all this^ proceed on 
sweetly and fairly ; that men generally drive 
on conversation and oommeroe togetlier 
contentedly, deUghtfrdiy, advantageously, 
yielding friendly advice and aid mntudlty, 
stmmg to rend^ one another happy; that 
few emnours or coniplrints are hcaratherc, 
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ferw contentions or stirs Ao ai^peaur^ tefw Am- 
ssters or tr^edies do ootmr ; tm sunk E 
plajoo httth bdeed tnoeh of the flm, mnidu 
of the stibstanoe of Pantdiise, 

But if you imud a peirAOU vho n(Mb<^eth 
them, 3 rou will find his mbd gullkl wfth 
sore mnoree, racked with azmous lhare 
and doubts, a^tated with storms of passion 
and lust, livbg in disorder and disgrace, 
jhrrinff with others, and no less dissatiafied 
with mmself. If you obsem what dodi 
impair the health, doth weaken and firet 
the mind, doth uaste the estate, doth ble- 
mish the reputation, doth eicpose the whole 
life to danger and trouble ; uhat is it but | 
thwarting these good rules ? If you con- 
eider a place where these are much ne- | 
glected, It win appear like a wilderness of 
savage beasts, or a sty of foul swine, or 
a hell of cursed fiends ; full of roaring and 
tearing, of factions and ieuds, of distrac- 
tions and confusions, of pitiful objects, of 
doleful moans, of trttfieal events. Men are 
there wallowing in filth, wildly revellii^, 
bickering and squabbling, demming, cir- 
cumventing, disturbing and vexing one 
another ; as if they affected nothing more 
than to render one another as miserable as 
thev can. It is from lust and luxury, from 
ambition and avarice, from envy and spite, 
and the like dispositions, which religion 
chiefly doth interdict, that all such hoiTid 
mischiefs do spring. 

In fine, the j^ecepts of religion ore no 
other than such as physicians W'ould pre- 
scribe for the nealth of our bodies, as po- 
liticians would avow needful for tho peace 
of the state, as Epicurean philosophers do 
recommend for the ti'anquillityof our mmd, 
find pleasure of our lives ; such a <• common 
reason dictateth, and daily trial showeth 
conducible to onr welfare in all respects : 
which, oonsequontl} , were there no law 
exacting them of us, we should in wisdom 
(‘hoose to observe, and voluiitaril]^ impose 
on ourselves, confessing them to be fit 
matters of law, as most advantageous and 
requasiie to the good (general and paj'ti- 
cuJar) of mankind* So that what Plutarch 
reporteth Solon to have said, that ke had 
so scored his laws to the citizens^ that all 
of thm tmght clearly perceive^ that to ob- 
serve them Jem more for thMr benfjit and 
tnierest than to violate tkemy^ is far more 
true concerning the divbe laws. 

IL We may consider more particularly, 
that piet) yieldeth to the practiser all kbd 
•of mterior content, peace, aiid joy; freeth 
him from kinds of di^atiafoction, re- 
gret, and disquiet ; which is an inestimably 

t Flut. Ill Sol. 


great advantage : for certainly the hoppi^ 
ness and misety of men are whcwlv or chiefly 
seated and fimnded m the mine. If that 
is b a good state of health, rest, and cheer- 
folnees, whatever the person’s outward cqp- 
d^tion or cbcumstaitoes be, he cannot be 
wretched : if that be distempered or dis- 
turbed, he cannot be h^pyt For what if 
a man seem very poor ; if he he abundantly 
satisfied in his own possessions and 
ments ? What if he tastefh not the plea- 
sures of sense ; if he enjoyeth purer and 
sweeter delights of mind ? What if tem- 
pests of fortune surround him ; if his mind 
be calm and serene ? What if he hare few 
or no friends ; if he yet be thoroughly in 
peace and amity with himself, and can de- 
lightfhUy converse with his own thoughts? 
What if men slight, censure, or revile him ; 
if he dioth value his own stale, doth appro\e 
his own actions, doth acquit himself of 
blame in his own conscience ? Such ex- 
ternal contingencies can surely no more 
prejudice a man’s real happiness*, than 
winds blustermg abroad can harm or ti*ou- 
ble him that abideth in a good room witljiu 
doorh, than storms and nnetuations at sea 
can molest him who standeth firm upon the 
shore. On the otlier hand, the greatest 
affluence of seeming goods will avail no- 
thing, if real content of mind be wanting. 
For what will the highest eimnence of out- 
ward state import to Mm tliat is dejected 
in Ms ow n conceit What if tlic w orld court 

and bless him, or if all people do admire 
and applaud him ; if he l>e displeased with, 
if he condenmeth, if lie despiseth himscli - 
What if the w eathcr look iair and bright 
without, if storms rage in his breast, if 
black clouds do overcast his soul ? What 
if he do abound with friends, and enjoy 
peace abroad ; if he find distraction at 
home, ami is at cruel variance w ith him- 
self? How con a man enjoy any satis- 
faction, or relish any pleasure, while sore 
remorse doth sting him, or solicitous doubts 
and fears do rack him?* 

Now, that from the practice of religion, 
and from it aione, such inward content and 
pleasure do spring ; that it only mimstereth 
reason of content, and disposeth the mind 
to enjoy it ; that it cxdrpateththe grounds 
and roots of discontent ; that it is the only 
mother of true, sober alacrity and tran- 
quillity of robd, will, upon considering 
things, be manifest. 

* Gbrytoatom. in Bom. i. Or. 1. 
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There is no other jthiotf 
that can yield any solid or aiable content 
to our mind. For all present es^Joyimmts 
are transient and evanid and of any fa» 
ture thing, in this Idngdom of change 
rontangenc^, there can he no aasurance. 
There is noihuig below large enough to fill 
Qur vast oapaciHes, or to satiate our bound* 
less desires, or to appease our squeaniiid^ 
delicacy.* There is notiiing whose sweet- 
ness we do not presently eamust and suck 
dry 5 whereof thence we do not soon grow 
ncary, quite loathing, or faintly liking it. 
There is not anytliing wliioh is not slipikiry 
and fleeting ; so that we can for a long 
time hope to wssesb it, or for any time can 
t»njoy it, without restless care in keeping 
It, and anxious fear of losing it. Nothing 
thfi e is, in the pursuance, the custody, the 
dt*fbnoe and maintenance whereof, wi* are 
not 1i«able to disappiuntmeuts and crosses. 
Nothing consequently there is productive 
of any sound content to the fastidious, im- 
patient, greedy, and restless heart of man* 
The gre.itest confluence of present, cor- 
poreal, secular tlungs (of all the health, the 
riches, the (Hgnity, the power, the friend- 
ships* and dependent ies, the wit, th^ learn- 
ing and wisdom, the i eputation and renown 
in this worhi), will not aflbrd much of it: 
which yet is but an imaginary supposition ; 
for in tlfeet hardly do all such aecommo- 
tlations of life concur in any state. There 
IS c\ er some dead fy m our box, which 
marreth ovaroitUm^;^ some adherent in- 
convenience, which soureth the gust of our 
enjoyments: there is always some good 
tiling absent, wliich we do want or long 
for ; some ill thing present, or in prpspwt, 
wbieh we abhor, would a^oid, do fear may 
come. If, therefore, we would find con- 
tent, we must not seek it here ; we must 
want it, or ha^e it from another world ; it 
must come hither from heaven, and Ihi nee 
only piety can fetch it dowm. This, instead 
of these unsatisfying, uncertain, and un- 
stable things, supplieth us with goods 
adequate to our most gutstretoljed wishes, 
infallibly sure, incessantly durable ; an nt- 
defecUbte treamre^ an mccfraptibls inherit 
an wftshaheaUe kingdom* a perfect 
and endless joy, capable to replenish the 
vastest heart : which he that hath a good 
title to, or a confldent hope of, how can he 
be otherwise than extremely pleased, than 
fully content? It assureth the favour and 
friendship of God, of Idm that is absolute 
Lord and disposer of all thbgs : die which 
he that hath, andoonfidethin, what can he 

* entf-Muett aiwAiJTTM, /9«r/* 
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want orwidi more? what can he fbar* 
what can annoy or dismay him ? what cah 
hap to him, worthy to be deemed evil or 
sad? What is poverty to him, for whom 
God is concerned to provide ? what is dis- 
grace to him, tliat hath the regard and ap^ 
probation of God ? what is danger to him, 
whom God continually protecteth? what 
can any distress work on him, whom God 
doth comfort, and will relieve? what is 
anything to him, who is sensible that all 
thii^ are purposely disposed to him by 
that Wisdom wmch perfe<‘tly knowetli what 
is best I by that Goodness which entirely 
loveth him ? In fine, he that is conscious 
to him*»elf of being weli-aifected in mind, 
and acting the best wray, who is satisfled in 
the state of his soul, secure flrom God’s 
displeasure, and hopeAil of tiis favour, what 
can make anyjpievous impession on him? 
What other am^ctionsthan such as arc most 
gi^ateful and pleasant can lodge in his soul? 
Joy and peace have natural seeds in such a 
mind, and necessarily must spring up there ; 
in proportion, 1 mean, and according to the 
deuces of piety resident therein. 

The Epicureans did conceit and boast, 
that having, by their atheistical explii'a- 
tions of natoal effects and common ei ents 
liei*e, discarded the beliei md dread of re- 
ligion, they had laid a sti ong foundation 
for tranquillity of mind, had driven away 
all the causes of grief and fear, so that no- 
thing then ri mained ti*oublesome or terri- 
ble unto us • and consequently, what, said 
they, could forbid, but that we should be 
entirely contented, glad, and happy? — 
Nos ersequat mtoria ccelof no God then 
surely could be more b.appy than we. But 
their attempt in many lespects was vain 
and lame. They prebumed of a victory 
which it is impossible to obtain : and sup- 
posing they had got it, their triumph would 
nut liRve been so glorious, them success 
would not hai e been so great, as they pn*- 
tended. For seeing no Epicurean discourse 
can baffle the potent arguments which 
persuade ridigion (those arguments which 
the visible constitution of nature, the cm*- 
rent tradition of all ages, the general con- 
sent of men, the pregnant ottestatkma of 
history and experienco conoeming aupmv 
mturm and miraculous events, do alEord ;) 
since tho being and providjeoieo of God have 
proofs so dear ana valid, that no subtkity 
of man can so far evade them as not to be 
shaken with them, as wholly to be flfeed 
frc»m doubt and suspicion ot their truths 
since there can be no means of evincing 
the negative part in those questions to ]te 
time or ptobanle ; it is impossibie that any 
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coAskteing man^ ih lihia i!«qi 60 AgaaDst 
ahxmld at^oae Iteelf t» ImvA jia- 

S m Abaoltite md nt^e^xr^ vietor^r, or 
e aihoAtd mp fltAytawtudi firuit of 
eoanfert ttoico. It cmot he^ that aa^ 
lAMi shoAld ei^jot anj iMi^t vritbk 
ott ao&jg 90 aa to got some ff ood hope of 
aroidSng those dreadM mis^efa, which 
religion threateoeth to dtetranegreasors of 
U$ pi^epts. Were there hudoed but rea- 
m enough to stir, if not to at^er, an 
infidel; were it somewhat dubious urbe- 
flier, yea, were it great odds that there are 
not reserved any punishments for impiety, 
as indeed there is, if not the porfoctifst as- 
sursnce imaginable, yet vast advantage on 
^9 o^trnry side ; were there but any small 
reason for a jud^ent to conic, as there 
afe apparently very manv and great ones ; 
had nmst men conspired in doming Pro- 
videnoe, as ever generally they have con- 
sented in avowing it ; were there a pretence 
of miracles for establishing the mortality 
and impunity of souls, as there have been 
numberless strongly testified by good wit- 
nesses and great events, to confim the op- 
posite dnctmcs ; did most wise and sober 
men judge in favour of inreligion, as com- 
monly they ever did and still do otherwise ; 
yet wisdom would require that men should 
choose to be pious, since otherwise no man 
can be thoroughly seoure* It b a wildness, 
not to dread the least possibility of incur- 
ring such horrible mischiefs : any hazard 
of such importance cannot but staitle a 
man in his wits. To be in the least ob- 
noxious to eternal torments, if men would 
think upon it as men (that is, as rational 
and provident creatures), could nut but 
disturb them. And indeed so it is in ex- 
pi*rieuce ; for whatever they say, or seem, 
all atheists and profane men are inwardly 
suspicious and tearful ; they care not to 
die, and would gladly escape the trial of 
what shall ibilow death. But lot us grant 
or imagine the Epicurean successful as he 
could wish in this enterprise of subduing 
religion : yet except therewith he can a!^ 
trample down reason, new mould human 
nature, sui^^ate all natural appetites and 
puastons, alter the state of tiling here, and 
transform the world, he will yet in the 
greatest part fail of his conceited advan- 
tiges ; very short he will fidl of triumphing 
mh'oontentedandquietmind. That which 
accrueth thence will at most be no more 
thiflk jsome negative content, or a pairflal 
Sndolency, arising iVom his being rescued 
from some particular owes and fears; 
whith fxceedeth not the tranquillity of a 
beast, or the stupidity of one that i** out 


of his senses^, that ^ all he can claim, 
whitm yet ia more than he can ever o6m« 
pass. Eor he cannot he as a beast, or a 
mere sot, if he woiddi reason, reflecting 
on present evifau wa boding others future, 
will afflict him; ms own un^lable desires, 
unavoidable fea^ and untameablo pas- 
idous, win disquiet him. Were the oflicr 
world fttite out <if his fiiith, or bis thought, 
yet this world would yield trouble suffi- 
cient to render him void of any steacly rest 
or solid joy. All men ever have, and ever 
will complain, that the burdens, crosses, 
satieties of tliis life, do much suipass the 
conveniences and comforts of it. So that, 
were no other to be expected or feared, 
thii of itself would become grievous and 
nauseous ; we should soon have enough or 
too much of it, without a support and sup- 
ply from other-whore.* In the largest af- 
nueuoe of things, in the deepest calm of oui* 
state, we are apt to nauseate, and ore weary 
even ofour prosperity itself; the \ihich in- 
deed commonly hath iugreilients not only 
somewhat unsavoury, but very bitter and 
loathsome. We may add, tliat h.id those 
profane attempters quite banibhod religion, 
they with it must have driven away all the 
benefits and comforts of it : which, e\on 
supposing them but imaginary, arc yet the 
greatest which common lite doth need, or 
can desire : with it they would send pack- 
ing justice, fidelity, charity, sobriety, and 
all solid vHue, things which cannot firmly 
subsist witlioui oonscionoe: which being 
gone, human life would be the most dis- 
orderly, most unsafe, most wretched and 
contemptible thing that can be ; nothing 
but insipid and flashy sensualities would be 
left behind to comfort a man witli ; and 
those hardly any man (by reason of com- 
petitions and contentions for thorn, nowise 
restrainable) could enjoy quietly or safel}. 
It is, therefore, piety alone, which, by 
raising hopes of blessings and jo^s incom- 
parabfy superior to any here, that cannot 
be taken from us, can lay any ^ound of 
true content, of substantial and positive 
content ; such as consisteth not only in re- 
moving the objects and causes of vexatious 
passions, but in employing the most plea- 
sant affections (love, hope, joy) with a de- 
lightful complacence upon ibeir proper and 
most noble obje<ds. The Magdwn of 6W 
(and that only, no other l^igdom hath that 
privilege) cmdtieth in figHUeoasuess (first, 
then in) pence and ^Htwd j<jy^ No philo- 
sopher, with truth and reason, can make 
that overture to us, whicdi our Lord doth : 

* Koit lempeftate >exor, naubca ~ Srn etTranq, 
In. 1. I Uoni xh i; 
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Cme wm ff ihaM (m wmy md 

heawj Ukkn^ md j/« ah^diJMrcst to your 
sovh.”^ Out of roUi^on l^xero o«a t>o m 
aphorism prctohcted likd t6 that of the 
Prophet .* Tkou shM fmp fttm th petf^ 
peaoe^ whose ndnd is stoyii cn thee**^ 

Iff indeedf ure dUtincitljr surv^ey all the 
grounds and fsources of content, it will ap- 
pear that religion only can aiford it* 

Doth it result firdm a well goverakig and 
ordcrirtt our passiotts? Then it is plain, 
that only a pious man is capable thereof ; 
for piety only Can affect that ; it alone, with 
the |iowerful aid of Divine grace, doth 
guide our passiomi by exact rules, doth set 
them upon worthy objects, doth temper 
and tune them in just harmony, doth sea- 
sonably curb and <meck them, doth rightly 
<‘on*ect and reform them-* 

This no bore reason (whioh naturally is 
hO <lun and so feeble in man) can achieve: 
niuch less can unreasonableness do it, which 
is ever pi'evaleut in irreligious p^hOns. 
Their possic^ns do ever run wildly and at 
randoiii in no good pace, within no good 
compass, toward the meanest and basest 
objects ; whence they can have no rest or 
qiiitt in thoip minds. A«i they are con - 1 
siantly offending, so will they ever be pu- 
nishing themselves with intf^siine broils and 
conflicts, with dissatisfactions and regrets. 
Hence, Thfre ism peace to thevicked,** 
He is like the trotdned aw, which cannot 
rest, ^ God (as St. Austin speaketb) hath 
said It, and so it is, Entry inordinate mmd | 
IS a punishment to Usidf,^ 

Doth content spring from a hearty ai^ 
probarion of, or a complaceuce in, a mans 
own actions ; from reflection that he con- 
stantly doth act according to reason and I 
wisdom, to Justiot' and <hity ? Then can tlie 
])iotte man alone pi*etend to it, who knowt»th 
that he walketh moffenskely toward God 
and mansX he consulietli his own best 
interest and welfare ; that aasuredl^ no bad 
consequence con attend his nnblmeable 
bchatiour; that most wise men have de- 
clared their approbation of his proceedixq^s; 
that if he prove in lus chief design mis- 
taken, yet nomisebief can thence befall him ; 
yea, that he is not thereby qtdie disappoint- 
ed, seeing even much present satisfactiOD 


J^MaU niww— eott iwddlstar, sptt, obrit, Hibsrc 
MrMtvr ; et J«in own scelwia eoiaMi «o- 
ilcltialma pcBimeiitla. oaqitf um oaiiuum exMecta- 

t NuXbiiii^ormsi»neqmtia«itt,q^^ 


natuB uuwut. jOm, 0^. 

l Miu *aplenti non plaeent : omnSs «tultitU 
Ufconu fastidio sui ^ J^ea, i//. S. 
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and coav0tiieima4i6 arisen to him from 
hispraotice* 

Doth content grow from a soimd add 
heahhAd constitution of soul? It is dm 
pdniis mtm alone that hath that, wrhoac 
mind is clear from dUtempen of vice and 
paasiem. The impious man is inflm, out 
of order, full of disease ^d pain, accords 
ing to the Prophet's descHptionof him;-^ 
The whole head is tioh md ike whoie heart 
fsdnt : from the sole of the foot eoin unto 
As hmi there is no soundness in U; int 
womds^ and bruises^ and putr^ng s&res*^ 

Doth content arise ^ecially from good 
sttocesB in our attenmts^r from prosperous 
events beMing us f Then it is the pOus 
mimwhoism«>st capable thereof ; frr heonly 
is secure that what seometh good and pro- 
sperous is really such to him, as meant for 
his good by the Divine goodness, as tend- 
ing thereto by fhe guitumce of infallible 
wisdom. Aa ho only hath ground to hope 
for success, because ho conftdeth in God, 
because he dutiAiUy sceketh God's help, 
because God is favourably di&posed toward 
him, because God orders his steps, be- 
cause God IS by promise engaged to bless 
him, because he is conscious of intentions 
to render God thanks and pnuso for it, to 
employ his sOoceas to Go<vs honour and 
service: so he only can be satisfled with 
the appearance of success, beiiffi able with 
as.«(urance to say after St. Paul, We hnmo 
that to those toho love Gvd^ alt things co- 
operatc for good,* 

Is security from danger, from trouble, 
from want, from all evil, a source or mat- 
ter of content? It certainly doth attend 
the pious man ; God being his espeoialjrnro- 
tector, his comforter, his purveyor. There 
shall no evil heful the Just; Tmtc shall no 
plague come near Ids amlling, God htep^ 
eth all his btmes^ not me of them is broken. 
He dellvereth the righteous out of their 
tnAdihs, The des^ of the righteous shall 
he granted. There is no tMtnt to them that 
fear God,* So do the holy oracles assure 
us. 

Doth oontentedness spring from suffi- 
ciency, real or apprehended? Thisapper- 
taineth peculiarly to the pious man : for, 
having God, tlie master of all, for Us pot^ 
tmn, he hath the richest estate that be ; 
he liath all that he can desire ) he cannot 
but take himself to have enou^, ^cnce 
Godlmesswiihcantentednm 
uMh sujicmay) is^ as St Paul saith, 

the great way of 'gaining,* lie 

q 1 ml l S S. r EolU vilf as. 
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8aith it not, mipponfstf godtinees ikhI 
comtentedoom to bo sewablo ; but rather 
as implying godliness ^refore to be most 
geioinl, b^use sufficiency and contented- 
nesa do ever attend it. In if that say- 
ing of Seneca be true, that, ony man 
the thi»g 0 he poisemth do not seem moat 
ample^ iUhough he he master of the mhole 
worlds he is yet mUenahh ;* then assuredly 
the pious man only can he happy ; for to 
him alone his possessions can seem the 
largest and best, such os tliere can be no 
possible ^cession to, or amendment of. 
For nothing can be greater or better tlian 
God, in whom he bath a stedfast propriety, 
whose infinite power and wisdom are en- 
gaged to do him the utmost good that he 
is capable of. And farther, 

111. Seeing we have mentioned happiness, 
or the summum bmum^ the utmost scope 
of human desire, we do add, that piety 
doth surely confer it. Happiness, what- 
ever it be, hath certainly an essential co- 
herence with piety. I'hese are reciprocal 
moposltions, both of them infallibly true, 
He tliat is pious is happy ; and, lie that 
is happy is pious. No mao doth under- 
takeor prosecute anything, which he doth 
not apprehend in some order or degree 
conducing to that which all men under a 
confused notion regard and tend to, which 
they call happiness, the highest good, the 
ohiefest desirable thing. But in their judg- 
ments about this thing, or the means of at. 
tuning it, as men dissent mucli ; so of neces- 
sity most of them must be mist^«>n. Most, 
indeed, do aim and shoot at a mere shadow 
of profit, or at that which is very little con- 
siderable, and in comparison nothing at 
tdl ; which little conduceth to the perfee- 
tioii of their nature, or the satisfaction of 
their desire. If they miss the mark, they 
are disappointed ; if they liit it, they are 
no less, and in effiect hit nothing. But 
wlmtever tliis grand matter is, in whatever 
it eonsisteth, however it be procured ; he 
it the possession and firuitlon of some spe- 
cial choice goods, or an aggregation e'vi 
afiluence of all g^ds ; piety surely is the 
main in^edient and pincipd cause there- 
of. AH other goods without it are insig- 
nificant and unuseful thereto ; and it can- 
not be wanting Where piety is. Be a man 
never so ridi, so powerful, so learned 
and knowing, so prosperous in his affairs, 
so honourable in tlie opinions and affieo-* 
tloQfi of men : yet nowise happy can he 
be, if he is not pious ; seeing he wanteth 
the best goods, and is subject to the worst 

* $1 eul was non ^ identar antpliMifna. licet tothiH 
•BimSl doiiUiiwi nt, tsmen miser c«t — Sun. hp U 


evils} seeing he wanteth thelove and favour 
cf God, he wanteth peace and satisfiictioa 
of comioience, he wanteth a right enjoy- 
ment of present things, lie wantem security 
eoncerxung his final welfare. Be he never 
so poor, so low in the eyes of men, so for- 
lorn and destitute of worldly conveniences ; 
yet if he be pious, he Cannot be wretched ; 
for he hath an interest in goods incom- 
parably most pi^doqa, and is safe from all 
considerable evils j he hath a free rosurt to 
the inexhaustible fountain of all happiness, 
he hath a right to immense and endless 
felicity, the which eminently oontaineth all 
the goods we are capable of; he is pos- 
sessed tliereof in hope and certain rever- 
sion ; there is but a moment to pass be- 
fore his complete fruition of it. The a ant 
of all other petty things no more can maim 
the integrity of his felicity, than cutting 
the hair, or pairing the nails, do mutilate 
a man; all other tilings ai'c but super- 
fluiti(»s or excrescences in regard to the 
constitution of happiness. Whatever hap- 
peneth, that will assuredly be true, which 
is so much inculcated m holy Scripture, 
Blessed ia every me that fiareth the Lord^ 
that walheth in his ways : hajijvy shdl he 
he^ and it shall be well with him.'^ Piety is 
indeed fraught with beatitudes, every part 
thereof yieldeth peculiar blessedness. To 
the love of God, to charity toward our 
neighbour, to purity of heart, to meekness, 
to humility, to patience, to mercifulness, 
to peaceableness, beatitude is ascribed by 
our Lord, the great Judge and Dispenser 
of it.'" Each religious ^rfonnance hath 
happy fruits growing from it, and lilissful 
rewards assigned thereto. All pious dis- 
positions arc fountains of pleasant streams, 
which by their confluence do make up a 
frill sea of felicit}, 

IV. It is a peculiar advantage of piety, 
that it frirnisheth employment fit for us, 
worthy of us, hugely grateful, and highly 
beneficial to us. Man is a very busy and 
active creature, which cannot live and do 
nothing, whose thoughts ore in restless 
motion, whose desires are ever stretching 
at somewhat, who perpetually will be work- 
ing either good or evil to hinmelf ; where- 
fore greatly profitable must that thing be, 
whicn determineth him to act well, to 
spend his care and pain on that which is 
tmy advantageous to him ; and that is ro. 
ii^ononly. It alone fasteneth our thoughts 
affections, and endeavours, upon occupa- 
tions worthy the dignity of our nature, 
suiting the exeellency of our natural capa- 
cities and endowments, tending to the per- 

'«rii cxxUll 1,2; exu 1. y Matt, V. 
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fevtlon and advancament of onr reaaoa, to 
the $nriohing and ennofailiiig of our eotik 
Secluding that^ ore have aothmg in the 
to fttudy^ to affect, {raraae, not 
V€wy mean and below us, not very base and 
nusbecoxning ua, as men of reason and 
judgment. What have we to do but to eat 
and drink, like hdrses or like swine ; but 
to sport and play, like children or apes ; but 
to bicker and scuffie about trifles and iujh 
pertinences, Kke idiots ? what, but to scrape 
or scramble for useless pelf; to hunt aito 
empty shows and shadows of honour, or 
the vain fancies and dreams of men ? what 
but to wallow or bask in sordid plcasui*eB, 
the which soon degenerate into remorse and 
bitterness ? To which sort of employ nients 
were a man confined, what a pitiful thing 
would he be, and how inconsiderable were 
his life I Were a man designed onlj , likt 
a fly, to buzz about here fur a time, suck- 
ing in the air, and licking the dew, then 
soon to vanish back into nothing, or to be 
transformed into worms ; how sorry and 
despicable a thing were he I And such, 
without religion, we should be. But it 
supplieth us with business of a moat worthy 
iiOture and lofty importance ; it setteth us 
upon doing things great and noble as can 
be ; it eiigageth us to free our minds from 
all fond conceit a, and cleanse our hearts 
from all corrupt affections; to curb our 
bmtish appetites, to tame our w ild passions, 
to correct our perterso inclinations, to 
conform the disf)ositioDS of our soul and 
the aL'tious of oiu‘ life to the eternal laws 
of righteousness and goodness ; it putteth 
us upon the imitation of God, and aiming 
at the rot cmblancc of his perfections ; upon 
obtaining a ftiendship and maintaining a 
cori'espondcntc with the High and Holy 
One; u|»on fitting our minds for conversation 
andsociety with the wisest and purest spirits 
above; upon providing for an immortal 
state, upon the aotiuist of joy and glot^ 
everlasting : it employc*th us in the di- 
vinest actions, of promoting virtue, of per- 
forming beneficence, of serving the public, 
and doing good to all : the being exercised 
in wliich things doUi indeed render a man 
highlv considerable, and his life excellently 
vfdoable, 

It is an employment most proper to ns 
as reasonable men , For what more proper 
entertainmonts can our mind have, than to 
be puriQring and beautifying itself, to be 
keeping itself and its subordinate faetdties 
in order, to be attending upon the manage- 
ment of thoughts, of passions, of words, of 
actions depending upon its governance ? 

It IS on employment most beneficial to 


US: in pursuing which, we gmflv bettor 
ourselves, and improve our conditiou ; we 
benefit and oblige others; we procure 
sound reputation and steady ftiemisbips ; 
we decline many irksome misoluefs and 
annoyances ; we do not, like those in the 
Prophet, ^td our labour for that whkh 
eatkfieth not^ nor ^pend our money for that 
which is not bread for both temporal pro- 
sperity and eternal felicitv are the wages 
of the labour which we take herein. 

It is an employment most constant, never 
allowing sloth or lisflessness to creep in, 
incessantly hu^^ing all our fiu'ulties with 
earnest contention ; according to that pro- 
fession of Si. Paul, declaring the nature 
tliereof, Herein always do Texerdse myself 
to have a conscience void of offence toward 
God and toward manJ ''W'hcnce it is called 
a and a lace^ implying the continual 
earnestness of attoution and activity , which 
is to be spent thereon. 

It is withal a sweet and grateftil business : 
for it is a pious man's character, that he 
delighteth greatly in Gods commandments 
that the commandments are not grievous to 
hlm;^ that it is his meat and drink to do 
God s will that Gods words (or precepts) 
are sweeter than, honey to his taste that 
the wnjs of rtligious wisdom are ways of 
pleasantness^ and all Iter paths are peace,^ 
Whereas all other employments ai'e weari- 
some, and soon become loathsoiue; this, 
the farther we proceed in it, the more plea- 
sant and satisfactory it groweth.* I'heii^ 
is perpetual matter of victory over bad in- 
clinations pestering us within, and strong 
temptations assailing us without : wliich to 
combat hath much delight ; to master, breed- 
eth unexpressible content. The sense also 
of God's love, the influences of his grace 
and comfort communicated in the perfor- 
mances of devotion and aU duty, the satis- 
faction of a good conscience, the assured 
hope of reward, the foretastes of future 
bliss, do season and sweeten all the labours 
taken, and all the difiSculties undergone 
therein. 

In fine, the bare light of nature hath dis- 
cerned, that were it not for such matters 
as these to spend a mon^s care and pains 
upon, this would be a lamentable world to 
live in. There was, for instance, an em- 
peror great and mighty as ever did wield 
sceptre upon earth, whmse exceUent virtue, 
coupled with wisdota (inferior, perimi>s, to 

* K<m potest eulqtiam miier Mem iplMeve. ntsd 

reettim — > 30. 

Dodit hue {vovMentta hoiiiii){l>Q<i muiius, ut hunstu 
meaifiJuvBrent ^ Quint. 1 12. 
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Hone that anv man evet^ ivithout i^eetal 
inspiration, hath been endowod did 
him with mo&t advantage to amanlne 
and rightly to judge ot things here j who, 
notwithfitmiding au tiie oonvenlences whid) 
his royal estate and well-settled proaperity 
might ft^rd (the wliich surely he had fitlly 
tasted and tried), did yet thus express his 
thoughts t ti teat Iv k$pf $‘iSh S 
*s»pei»f kifSi Wiat doth it ooncom me to 
liw h a mtfld void of Ged^ or void ofPro^ 
videnoe f* To govern the greatest empire 
that ever was, in the deepest eidm; toen- 
joy the largest a&uences of wealth, of splen- 
dour, of respect, of pleasure ; to be loved, to 
be dreaded, to be served, to be adored by so 
many nations ; to have the whole chil world 
obsequious to his will and nod : all these 
things seemed vain and idle, not worthy 
of a maif 8 regard, affection, or choice, in 
case there were no God to worship, no 
providence to observe, no pioty to be exer- 
cinod. So little worth the while common 
sense hath adjudged it to livo without re- 
ligion* 

V. It is a considerable l)enefil of piety, 
that it affordeth the best fi*iend8h]]»s and 
sweetest society. Man is fl'amed for society, 
and cannot live weU without it : many of 
bis Iheulties would he useless, many of his 
^petites would rest unsatisfied in sobtude.t 
To have a friend wise and able, honest and 
good, unto whom upon all occasions we 
may have recours(* for advice, for assist- 
ance, for consolation, is a great conveni- 
ence of life : and this benefit we owe to 
religion, whi(‘h 8U])plicth us with various 
friendships of the best kind, most bontficiai 
and most sweet unto us.:j: 

It maleth God our friend, a friend in- 
finitely better than all friends, must aficc- 
tiomite and kind, most faithful and sure, 
most able, most willing, and ever most 
ihWy to perform oil friendly office**, to 
yiild advice in all our doubts, succour in 
all our needs, comfort in all our troubles, 
sati&^tiou to all oiir desires. Unto him 
it ininistereth a free address upon all oc- 
casions ; with him it alloweth us continu- 
ally a most sweet uml pleasant intercourse. 
The pious man hath always the all-wise 
God to cnunsel him, to gdde his actions 
and order his steps ; ho hath the Al- 
mighty to protect, support, and relieve 
liim i he hath the immense Goodness to 
coo^isorate and comfbrt himi unto him | 
her ^ not only encouraged, but obliged i 

Xii1#h II; VI 10. 
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to reaofi in need; upon him he may. be 
ought to dtschaxge all his cards mi bur« 
dem.* 

It conse^ently doth Engage a]l creatures 
in the world to be our mends, or instru- 
ments of good to us, according to their 
several capacities, by the direction and <li8- 
p^ofGod. All the servants of our great 
Friend will, in oompHance to him, bo ser- 
viceable to ust Thu ekaU he in league with 
th Htmes of the fields md th hc^U of the 
field shall be at peace with thee : ^ so 
friend promiseth him, upon condition of 
piety. And God himself confirmeth that 
promise : In that day^ saith be in the Pro- 
phot, wiU I mahe a oovenant for them wdh 
the beasts of th field, and toUh the fowls of 
heaven^ and with the cree^g things of the 
ground.^ And again, When thou paisest 
through th waters. Twill hetmih the ; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee: when thou walhest tkr(fugh the fire, 
thou shah not be burnt $ neither shall the 
flame hndle upon iheeJ^ And^ The mn shiU 
not mite thee by day, nor the mom by nights 
Thou shuU tread iijmn the lion and adder, 
the young limt tma the dragmi shalt thou 
trample under fooU^ They shall take up 
scorpions, and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it hfutU not hurt them .* U so our Lord 
promised to his dUiciplcs.) Not only the 
lii‘avens shall dispense their kindly influ- 
ences, and the earth yield her plentiful 
stores, and all the elements) discharge their 
natural and ordinary good offices: n(»r only 
the tame and bocial^e creatures shall upon 
this condition faithfully servo us; buf even 
the most wild, most fierce, most ravenous, 
most venomous crcatiu’es shall, if there be 
need, prove friendly and helpful, or at h asi 
harmless to us ; as wore the ravens to Llias, 
the lions to Daniel, the vii^T to St. Paul, 
tlic fire to the three children.** 

But especially piety <loth procure tlu* 
friend&hipof the good angels, tlrnt puissant 
host of glorious and happy spirits: " they all 
do tenderly love the pious peraon ; they m e 
ever ready to serve and do him good, to 
protect him from daJoger , to aid him in his 
undertakings, to rescue him from mischiefs. 
Wh^ an honour, w'hat a blessing is this, 
to have such an innumerable company of 
noble friends (the courtiers and favourites 
of heaven) deeply concerned and constantly 
vigilant for qur welfare ! 

It also eugagotb the blessed saints in 

* nrov. xHv a; rwU. vxxSr. 16 ; jqcxUi. IS; cXIt. IS ; 
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glory, the qfjtka mm the 

vhurm iff ^ few dearest aif. 

fectioatoua, tofoflihercrtirgrQsj^^ 
tlieir good iM etttnest $»iyers, 

inight% prevalent yriih God* 

It r«tiaerotl]LfiU aorta of inon oiur inends. 
To good mm it imiteth ua io holy commu- 
nion ; the cummimicm of brotherly Clarity 
aud hearty good^wiU^ attended with all the 
good ofiieeft thoy arc able to perform : to 
other men it recoiicileth and endeareth u& ; 
for that innocent and inoffensive, courte- 
ous and benign, charitable and benedcent 
dmeanour (su^ as piety doth require and 
produce), are a]^ to con<!iUate respect and 
iiffiKJtion from toe worst men. For,f 
fiiatos pertinax bomtae t* men hardly can 
persist enemies to him whom they perceive 
to be their friend : and such tlie pious man 
in di<%po8ition of mind, and in effect when 
occasion serveth, is toward ail men ;t being 
sensible of his obligation to io\e all men, 
and, as Ite hath opportunity^ to do good to 
aU mpn.^ It ossureth and more sfrictly 
endeareth our frien<ls to us. For, os it 
inakctli us hearty, faithfril, constant iriends 
to others, t»o it reciprocally tieth others to 
us in the hko sincerity and fastness of good- 

wilJ.t 

It reconcileth enemies. Ftnr, when a 
maiCs watji do pkase the Lord^ he maketh 
his enemies to be at peace with himy It 
hath a natural efficacy to that purpose, and 
Divine blessing promoteth it. 

By it all conversation becometb tole- 
rable, grateful, and useful. For a pious 
man is not ca&ily distnrbed with any cross- 
nes** or perverseness, any infirmity or hn- 
pertinency of those he coiiverseth with : he 
c«an bear the weaknesses and the failings 
of his company ; he can by wholobomc re- 
ffections upon all occurrences advantage 
and please nim&c1f.§ 

111 fine, piety rendcroth a man a true 
friend and a good companion to himself j 
satisfied in biln^elf, able to converse freely 
and plcHsantly ^ith his own thoughts.! It 
is for the want of pious inclinations and I 
di^position8, that solitude (a tiling which 
sometimes cannot be avoided, which offen 
should be embraced) is to moslt men so irk- 
some and tedious, that men do carefully 
shun themselves, mid fiy from their own 
thoughts; that they decline all converse 

» Sen, de Bmtf, vU. SI. 

t etui BiU amicus Cat, soitia bunt smlcmn omniboB 
ease.— aea, £n.e, 
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[ with their own souls, and hardly dare look 
I u^n their own hearts and eomndences : 

^ Whence they become aliens from home, 

I wholly uxmoquainted with themselyes, most 
ignorant of their own nearest eonoem- 
meuts, no fiiithitd friend^ or ploasaut coua- 
panious to themselves ; so for refuge and 
ease they unseasonably run into idle or lewd 
oonversaticin, where they disorder and 
file tiicmselves.* But the pious pian is, like 
Scipio, ncuar less alone than when a/onc.-f 
his soUtnde and retirement is not only to- 
lerable, but commonly the most grateful 
and frmtful luirt of his life ; ho can ever 
with much pleasure, and more advantage, 
converse with himself; digesting and nuir- 
slialliog his thoughts, his affections, his 
purposes:, into good ui^er ; searching and 
discussing Ids heart ; reflecting on his past 
ways, enforcing his former good resolu- 
tions, and framing new one.s; inquiring 
after edifying trutlis ; stretching his medi- 
tations toward the and sublimest oli- 
jectH, raising his hopes and warming his 
affbeiions towards spiritual and heavenly 
things ; a.sking hinaself pertinent questions, 
and resolving incident doubts concerning 
Ids practice ; in fims conversing with bis 
best Friend in devotion; with admiration 
and love contemplating tlie divine perfec- 
tions displayed in the works of nature, of 
providenc€*, of grace ; praLdng God for his 
eacelletit benc^fit^ and mercies ; confessing 
his defhetsand offences; deprecating wrath 
and imploring pardon, with grace and abi- 
lity to amend; prating for the supply of 
all his waiits4 AU which perfomiancos 
yield both unconceivable benefit and uncx- 
pressible comfort. So that solitude (that 
wliicfa is to common nature so offensive, 
to corrupt nature so abominable) is to the 
pious nian extremely commodious and coin- 
fortalile : which is a great advantage pe- 
culiar to piety, and tlio last which 1 shall 
mention. 

So many, and many more than I can 
express, vastly great and precious advan- 
tages do at'crue from piety ; so that well 
may wo conclude with St. Paul, that God- 
liness is proJUdble for all things* 


* Nemo eBt» cut non satiuB sit eiuA qtuSM essi^ 
qutin Bucuin, Sen. £p 25. 

StiaenB Aanqiuuiii sohu bnbot i 

oTOno4 qid Bunt. qnlqtw unqitam ^ernnt b*, 
animnin liberum quocunque valt twMbrt $4^ 
c<*iiK>re non poteBt, uogllntkm^ cumvlectituSf 
hwnlrinm hw^Bluerit, loquitur cum Im, V 
mmm ioIub ertt, quam vum boIub H 

Jv it i, ^s. 
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It romaineth that, if tre be wi$p, we 
should, if we yet have it not ingraifed in 
U4., labour to acquire it if we have it, that 
we should endeavour to improve it^ by con- 
stant exercise, to the praise of God, the 
good of our neighbour, and dtir own com- 
Sfbrt. Which that we may efibctually per- 
form, Almighty God in mercy vouchsafe, 
byhis grace, through J esun Christ our Lord ; 
to whom for ever be all glory and praise. 
Amen. 


SERMON IV. 

TU£ RGWAED OF HONOURING G01>. 

1 Sam. ii. 30 — For them that honour rue 
I will honour^ 

Tur words are in the strictest sense the 
word of God, uttered immediately by God 
himself ; and may thence command ii*om 
us an especial attention and regard. The 
history of that which occasioned tlicm is, 
1 presume, well known; neither shall 1 
make any descant or reflection thereon ; 
but to take the words separately, as a pro- 
position of itself, affording a complete in- 
struction and ample matter of discourse. 
And as such, they plainly imply two things: 
a duty required of us to honour God ; and 
a reward proffered to us, upon perform- 
ance of that duty, being honoured by God, 
It is natural for us, before wc are willing 
to underttdte any work, to consider the re- 
ward or benefit accruing from it ; and it is 
necessary, before we can perform any duly, 
to understand the nature thereof. To this 
our method of action I shall suit the me- 
thod of my discourse ; first endeavouring 
to estimate the reward, then to explain the 
duty. Afterward I mean to show briefly 
why in reason the duty is enjoined ; how* 
in effect the reward is conferred. 

I. The reward may he considered either 
ahs(»^utely (as what it is in itself) ; or rela- 
tively (as to its rise, and whem e it comes). 

1. kV itself, it is honour; a tlmig, if 
valued according to the rate it bears in the 
common market, of highest price among 
all the objects of human dedre ; the chi(>f 
reward which the greatest actions and 
which the best actions do pretend unto, or 
are capable of ; that which usually bears 
most sway in the hearts, and hath strox^- 
est influence upon the lives of men ; the 
deinre of obtaining and maintaining which 
doth commonl^verhear other most potent 
inclinations, love of pleasure stoops 
* 'ihetetu : for m<*R, to get or keep reputa- 
lion, wilt decline the most pleasant o^oy- 
' knonte, will mdiracc tlic luirdcst {^Ins. 


HONOURING GOD. [sermon if. 

Yea, it often prevails over the love of life 
itself, which men do not onl^ frequently 
expose to danger, but sometimes devote 
to certain loss, for its sake. If we observe 
what is done in the world, we may discern 
it to be tlie source of most undertakings 
therein : that it not only muveth the wheels 
of public action (that not only for it great 
princes contend, great armies march, groat 
battles are fought ;) but that from it most 
private business derives its life and vigour : 
that for honour especially, the soldier under- 
goes hardship, toil, and hazard ; the scholar 
plods and beats his brains ; the merchant 
runs about so busily, and adventures so far ; 
yea, that for its sake the medncdt labourer 
and artificer doth s]»end hK sueat, and 
stretch his sinews. The princij)ai drift of 
all this care and industry (the grt‘dt reason 
of all this scuffling for power, this scai*ch- 
ing forkmm Jedge, thi-» scraping and scram- 
bling for wtaltb) dotli .scciu to he, that men 
would liv e in some credit , would raise them- 
selves above contempt.* 

In such request, of such force, doth 
honour appear to he. If wc examine whv, 
no may find more than mer« fashion (or 
mutual imitation and consent) to ground 
the experiment upon. Thert is one ol)- 
vious reason why no moan regal’d should 
he had tliereto ; its great convenum^e and 
usefulness : for that a man cannot himself 
live safely, quietly, or pleasantly, without 
some com}»etent measure thereof ; cannot 
well serve the public, perform offlees of 
duty to his relations, of kindness to his 
friends, of charity to his neighbours, hut 
under its protection, and with its aid : it 
being on engine very requisite for the ma- 
naging any business, for the comjiassiug 
any design, at least sweetly and smoothly ; 
it procuring to us manv furtherances in our 
piocecdings, removing divers ohstdcles out 
of our way, guarding a man’s person from 
offences, adding weight to his words, put- 
ting an edge upon his endeavours: for 
every on© allows a favourable car to his 
discourse, lends an assisting hand to his 
attempts, grants a ready credence to his 
testimony, and makes a fair construction 

Mv tUv n ifit »rniflK.T»J^^a$0iiu4rwf V41(| 

^(r*8m0'MUy tlftMurdf. — Jbocr. 

Oral, ad Philip. 

Mon turn nquipnimo anlroo appetltnr. eiim suib bo 
U uidlbuB vita occxdenB coiiBOtan poteat.— Or. i. /<ar, 

— LaudiB avidl poounie hbrnlos orant, glonam iii- 
ffoatfflm dlvitaashoneetaavolebanti hanoardotitinBUne 
dllexeront, propter haac vlvrre volurruiit. pro bao et 
morl non dubltavorunt. CnetrraB oupidUateB btdua 
miiiiB tn^entl cupiditate pioBberunt. » Jug-, dc Qo* 

Ai Sbwamiai aai i imf 

aiicra.— Anat. Eth. iv. 3. 

Honot, alit arteB^ omnet>que fnconduulur ad Jtudia 
yloria, Ac. — Cfc. Tuse. Qiuut. 1 . 
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of his doings, whom ho osteems and ro- who make harangues and ixTite volumes 
spects. So is honour plainly valuable among ^[ainst glory*) do yet appear by their prac- 
thc hmA utilia^ as no kd^I accoinmoda- tico, sometimes, by so doing, to aim at h : 
tton of life ; and as such, reason approves even as men do usually complain of and 
it to our judgment.* ^^erly quarrel with that which they most 

But searching farther, we shall dud the affect and woo. Chrysippus wrote, as we 
appetite of honour to have a deeper ground, are told, above 700 books,! most of them 
and that it is rooted even in our nature it* concemii^ logical quirks, and such as oUO 
self. For we may descry it budding forth can hardly imagine what other drift he 
in moifs iii*8t iinancy (before the UbO of could have in composing them, besides 
reason, or speech;) o\eu little children ostentation of his subtilty and shaiTmess of 
b«nng ambitious to be made much of, wit. Seneca, if history do not wrong him, 
maintaining among themselves potty emu- and the face of his actions do not inisrc- 
lations and competiti<»ns, as it were about pesent him, was not in his heart exempt 
punctilios of honoiu’.f We may observe it ^om a spice of ambition. Yea, that cx- 
gi*owiiig with agi , waxing bigger m<l cellent emperor M. Aurelius, who would 
strougiT tottither with tlu* iiKTcase of wit often speak like a Stoic, could not but 
and kuowleilge, of ciril culture and expe.* commonly act like a man ; more by his 
ri«'iK*c ; that the maturest age doth most practice commending honour, than he dis- 
resent and relish it ; that it prevails most paraged it in his words. For story reppe- 
in civili/ed natkms ; that men of the best bents liiiu very careful and jealous of his 
parts, of tile highest improveinenis, of the credit, very diligent to preserve it and to 
wojglitichttmiploymcnlb, do most zealously repair it.f Tcrtullian calls such philoso- 
aftect it and btand upon it ; that they who phers negotiator's fames^ merchants f<»r 
most struggle with it, do most feel its fame :§ and it is perchance some part of 
might, how difficult it is to resist and re- their ciuining in mat trade, winch makes 
strain it, how' iiiipossihle it is stifle or them stride to beat down the price of this 
extinguish it. For the jiliilo^qilier, with eommodity, that they may more easily en- 
n)l his reasons and coiibideratioub, cannot gross it to theni'iclves. However, cxjieri- 
(lispute it (low'll, or persuade it away ; the encr* pro\eb that such words surct but words 
anehojct eaimnt, with all his austci-ities, (words spoken out of affectati(»n and pre- 
star v(» it, or by his retircnieut sliun it ; no fence, ratlier tlian in good earnest and ac- 
affiii'tion, no poverty, no wretchedness of according to truth;) tliat endeavours to 
condilinn, can totally suppress it. It is a banish or to extirpate tliis desire are but 
spirit that not only luiiuits our courts and fond and fruitless attempts. The reason 
jKilaees, Imt frequents our schools and why is clear: for it is as if one should dis- 
cluisTers; yea, creeps into cottages, into putc against eating and drinking, or should 
hospitals, into prisons, and oven dogs men labour 1o free binisclf from hunger and 
iiilc deserts and solitudes ; so close it thirst ; the apjKJtite of honour being in- 
si i(‘ks to our nature.! Plato saith, it is the deed, os that of fond, innate unto us, so as 
Inst coat which a wise man doth put off. not to be quenched or smothered, except 
But 1 (piestion whether he could show ws by some violent distemper or indisposition 
that ww‘ man who had done it, or coidd of mind ;]) even by the wise Author of our 
t< ll us where he dvvelt. ext'cpt pi'rhaps in naturo originally implanted therein, for 
his own Utopian ri'public. For they wdio very gitod ends ami uses, respecting both 
iao«.t preteiiil to have done it (who in their the private and public benefit of men ; os 
disooursi* most vilify honotir ; who talk an engagement to virtue, and a restraint 
like Chrysippus, that a wise man for rt^ from vice ; as an ex(*itoment of industry, 
putation sake will not so much as stretch an incentive of courage, a support of con^. 
out his finger ; § or like Seneca, that we stancy in the prosecution of worthy enter- 
Hhould do every thing pui oly for conscience prises ; as a serv iceable instrument for tho 
soke, without any regard to men's opinion; constitution, conservation, and improve- 

* Vide flier, Ep. ad Cefant * Nihil opinionls causa, omnia oemsdenito llaolani. 

Oikusoientia noots nooessai'ia ost, fama proxlma. ’—Sen at f . J?. 

Qui fionsc&entia fidens, famam nogUglt, crudolis «st. Nil sit UU cum ambitione ftuaMiuie c o ynnmn i s StM 

— yfug* placcat.-*- Epist, 1 13. 

— Oalen, Jutttum esse pnitii opottet. — A, 

Mec vero neffliaenda mna est ; neo mediocre tclum Id* de inv, lii 41. 

ad ros gexeudas oxlstimaro oportet beueToleutiam tLaert. 

culum. - iVc. de Jmic, t £rat Ihmie sumunrioshttUMia, «l msto loqueiitium 

\ idc Chrye. tom. vi. Orat \*t, diotis vel litorie vd Bifimone resrinidebat. — 

t Vldi e^o ot expertus sum adantem parvulum, fto. $ Tert. Apol. ^ \ 

— ll rt (raidam inorbo allquo et eemiis stupore lUiavi* 

t In solitudine sitis subrepit Sttpcrbla.— //ler. latum etbi turn «M«iitiunt ; ale nhidlrvosi, a^sri. Asclno- 
S Ctc. dt Fin. 3, robi veia> laudis gustutn non habont. Cfu FMipp* 3. 
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iti«tntofhumfl<is<mi^ty. dsA not 
lore of bonour glow in meti's ivero 

that ooUo sjpark quite eattinot^ fet? iioon 

S robably itndy for honourable qua^ 

ties, or perf<irm laudable doedf> ; tbtuo 
troold be nothing to keep AOme men within 
bounda of modesty and decency, to detcar 
them fvom doing odious and ugly things: 
men, not caring what others thought of 
theta, would not regard what they did 
themselves ;* a barbarous sloth, or brutish 
stupidity, would overspread the world, 
witiidi^awing from common life most of its 
ornaments, much of its convenienco ; men 
generally would, if not altogether shun 
society, yet at least decline the cares and 
burdens requisite to the promoting its wel- 
£ire, fur the sustaining which, usually the 
chief cncourageinout , me main recompense, 
is this of honour. I'hat men, therefore, have 
BO tender and delicate a sense of their re- 
putation (^o that touching it is like prick- 
mg a nerve, as s<ion felt, end as smartly 
orfenvi^e), is an excellent provision in na- 
ture ; in regard ulierelo honour may pass 
an)ong the hona miumlucy :is a good nc- 
ce«siiry for Ihe satisfaction of nature, and 
for securing the accomplishment of its best 
designs. 

A moderate regard to honour is also 
ccmimendablo as an instance of humanity 
or good will to men, yea, as an argument of 
humility, or a sober conceit of ourselves.f 
For to desire another man’s esteem, and 
conAcquently his love (which in some kind 
or degree is an insei)aral)le companion of 
estcMBm), doth imply somewhat of recipro- 
cal esieem and aim^ion toward him ; and 
to prize the judgment of other men con- 
cerning us, doth signify, that we are not 
oversatisded with our own. 

We might, for its farther commendation, 
allege the autliority of the more cool and 
oan<lidsort of philosophers (such as ground- 
ed their judgnient of things upon notions 
a^eeable to common sense and experience; 
vdio adapted their rules of practice to the 
nature or man, such as they found it in the 
world, not as they framed it in their 
own fkiicie*';, who have ranked honour 
among the principal of things dosirahle, 
and adorned it with faircAt elegies ; term- 
ing it a divine thing, the boW of exterior 
goods, the most honest fruit and ino^ am- 
ple reward of true virtue; adjudging, that 
to neglect the opinions d men (e^cially 
of pcTSons worthy and laudable) is a sign 
of stupid baseness, that to oontumn them 

V»rm 66 
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Is an offeet of unreasonable haughtiness ; 
reprinting the love of honour (rightly 
grounded and duly moderated) not only 
aa the parent and guardian (as productivo 
and preservative) of other virtues, but as 
a virtue itself, of no small magnitude and 
lustre in the constellation of virtues, the 
virtue of gejierosity.f A virtue, which, 
next to the spirit of true religion (next 
to a hearty reverence toward the supfreme 
ble&sod Goodness, and thiit holy charity 
toward men, which apringetb thence), doth 
lift a man up nearest to heaven; doth ndse 
Lis mind above the sordid desires, the aorry 
cares, ihe fond humours, the perverse imd 
froward passions, with wliich men com- 
monly are posses'^ed and acted; that vir- 
tue, which inilumch a man with courage, 
so that he dares perform what rc^ason and 
duty require of him, that he disdains to do 
what is had oi* base ; which inspires him 
with sincerity, tliat ho values his honesty 
before all other interests and respects, that 
he abhors to wrong or deceive, to flatter 
or abuse any man, that he cannot endure 
to st*em otherwise than ht is, to speak oth'*r- 
wise than lie moans, to act otherwise* than 
he promises and professes * which endows 
him wiUi courtcsj, that he is ready to jield 
every man his dne respett, to afford any 
man what help and ^uc(*our ho is able ; that 
virtue, which rondero a man upright in all 
his dealings, and con*espondent to all his 
obligations ; a loyal subject to his prince, 
and a true lover of lua country, .n candid 
judge of porsans and things, an earnest 
favourer of whatCNcr is good and com- 
mendable, a faithful and hearty friend, a 
bonefieial and useful neighbour, a grat(‘ful 
rcsenter and roquitcr of eoui’tesioh, hoo- 
pitablc to the btrangor, bountiful to the 
poor, kind and good to all the world : that 
virtue, in fine, which constitutes a man of 
honour, who surely is tlie best man next it) 
a man of conAciouce. Thus mav honour 
be valued from natural light, an A accord- 
ing to common sense. || 

JBut beyond all thi»» the holy Scripture 
(that most certain standard, by which we 
may examine and determine the true worth 
of things) doth not leach us to slight ho- 
nour, but rather in its fit order and just 

t j TijuiS. — Plat IV. 

rpjt wpXXxie w r«*«*tXiy*'A6ae i<rri, 

ttf« riJf itaKKSv. — Mvin <lti Itw xU 
MiT'iiTvty r^f Inft kyaBttv it — Arist. Ktb Iv 3. 
Levix eat ariffil, jiistam irloriaiii, qtu cstfructub \ ir- 
tutia honeHtlsBlmua, repudUre.^Ori' m 
£x diiuubus prannllH virtutla ampliMlmuin est pme- 
miain fflnrla. — /flk.m pro MU, 

H TrwdiDuromiiei(l»p<UBSti)41fH et optinuiequUquo 
masime fflorla duoltur. — £)ISc prp Arm, 

Of pUnaible and active men 

«]», aaith Arlatotic, place bapninese m h<moui.^ 
Uh, 14. 
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measure to lovo mi prize it* It indeed 
instructs us to ground it well (not up^ 
bad qualities or kicked deeds, that is tU- 
lanous madness ; not upon thin^ of a mean 
and indifferent nature, that b vanttyi not 
upon counterfeit idmws and pretences, that 
b hypoorbj ; but upon real worth and good- 
ness, that ina;^ consist with modesty and so- 
briety) : it eigoina us not to be immoderate 
in our desires thereof, or complacencies 
tiierein, not to be irregular in w pursiut 
or acquist of it (to be so b pride and am- 
bition ;) but to affect it calmly, to purchase 
it fiurly ! it directs us not to make a regard 
thereto our chief principle, not to propound 
if as our main end of action : it charges us 
to bear contentedly the want or loss werc- 
of (as of other temporal goods ;) yea, in 
some cases, for conscience sajeo, or for 
God's scr\ioo (that i^, for a good iiicoiOr 
pai»ui)ly better tlwii 11% it oblige » us will- 
ingly to prostitute and sacrifice it, choos- 
ing rather to be infamouA than impious, 
(to be in dii:grai.'o uith men, rather tluin 
in diHfa\our with God;)* it, in fine, com- 
mands lis to seek and embrace it only in 
subordination and with final reference to 
God’s honour* Which dbtiuctions and 
cautions being p^o^ ided, honour is repro- 
sonted in holy Scripture as a thing coiisl- 
derablj good, w Im h may be regarded with- 
out blame, which sometimes ui duty must 
be regarded. It is tliere preferred before 
other good things, in themselves not de<i- 
pictdile. For, A good name ts better than 
pteeiouB ovitmevt; yea, A good name u 
lather to he ikohen tkan great riches^ saith 
the Wise Man,** It is called a gift of God : 
l''or, There is a mcai^ saith tlie Preacher, 
to trhom God hath given riches and honour,^ 
Yea, not only a simple gift, but a blessing, 
(onferred in kindness, as a reward and oii- 
eourageiiicnt of poodueAS; fur, liyhumilUy 
and the Jear of the Mord^ saith ho again, 
are riches and honour, * Whence it b to be 
acknowledged as an especial benefit, and a 
fit groimd of thanksgiving ; as is practUed 
by the Psaliuisl in hb royal hymn: Honour 
(saith be) and nmjisty hast thou hid upon 
him,* Wisdom also is described unto us 
bearing in her left hand riches and hamour:^ 
and Wisilom surely will not take mto any 
hand of hers, or hold therein, what b worth 
nothing. No ; wo are therefore moved to 
pr jcurc her, because, exalting her^ she shall 
promote us. She shm give unto our head 
an omuituni of grace ^ aerom of glory ihail 

* Non \ iH «s8o jnstus Blao gloria ^ at m^hcroaW 
JuetUB ebhe d^lma cum Sn&mia.—6^M. csUi. 

<i heclctf Ml 1 , Jpru>, Jcxii. 1. 

rKcoks. VI 2. tF«aLxxl 3. 

• Fi o\ . xMl. 4. u Frov. lii, 16. 


she deliver to us,^ We are abo enjoined 
to render honour as the best exptCMlon of 
good-will and gratitude toward them who 
best deserve in themselves, or most deserve 
qf us ; to our priuco, to our parents, to our 
j^ests, especially to suchm them as go- 
vern tW teach leeZl, to all good men (Have 
such in 1 emtaHon^ says the Apostle.;* And 
were nothonour a good thing, ii\iunc- 
tions would be unreasonable. Yea, because 
we are obliged to boar good-will toward all 
men, St« Peter bids us to honour edl meti,^ 
From hence also, that we are especially 
bound to render honour unto Oo<l himself, 
we may well infer with Aristotle, that Ao- 
nour is the best thing w our power to offer, • 
To tlu sc consideration^ may be added, that 
we are commanded to walk (def- 

cenilltj^ or speciously, which implies a re- 
gard to men’s opinion ; J to provide things 
fionest in the sight of all men^ (r« 
that is, not only things good in substance, 
but goodly in appearance ;) to have our cor<- 
versatioii 'hoiu st before the Gentiles^ {tMTJii* 
again, that b, fair, or comely, and plau- 
sible, such as may commend us and our 
profession to the judgment of them who 
observe uh.) St. PaiU also exhorts us to 
m wd, not only what things are true^ are just ^ 
are pure; but abo «<r» (uluttever things 

are venerable or apt to beget res|>ect), 
IV* (whatever tidngs are lovely^ or 

gracious in men's eyes and esteem), 
wsnfiei (whatever things are well reported^ 
or n^ll reputed of,) He requires us not 
only, if there be any wfwe (any thing ^ery 
good m iUelf), but, if there be any praise 
(any thing much approved in common es- 
teem), that we should mind such things,'* 
Liistly, the blessed state hereafter (the 
highest instance of divine bounty, the com- 
plete reward of goodness) is repre&ente<i 
and recommeudM to us as a state of ht»- 
nour and glory ; to be ambitious whereof 
is the character of a good man. To every 
mow, saith St. Paul, shall God renda w- 
curdtng to his works . to them who^ by pa- 
bent continaance in well doings seek for 
glory ^ mid honour, and immortaldy^ eternal 

Such b the reward propounded to us in 
itself ; no vile or coutc^mptiblu tiling, but 
upon various accounts much valuable ; that 
which the common apprehensions of men, 
plain dictates of rea^n, a prodomxnant in^ 
stinctof nature, the jud^pcnciiitsof very wise 
men, and divine atte^ioaitself, conspire to 

♦ Prov. It S. 9. « 

*lFot «.n. 1 Tim.v.3,I7| Phfl H.9!> 
nl>ct 11.17 blFet,8 IS. 

r AitBtol Etll.lV. 3 Phil. Iv s 

» BuiA xui. 13, xii. 17. d Uui 1. h a 7. 
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command unto us as very oonsideratile and 
precious. Such a mwardourtext prescribes 
us the certain, the only way of attaining. 

2 . Such a l]«n 6 iit is here tendered to us 
(tliat which >et more highly commends it, 
and exceedingly enhances its worth) 
himself; /, saith he, mil Aunour, It is 
sanctified by coming from his holy hand ; 
it is digiiiiiodi|hy following his most wise 
and just dispos 2 ; It is fortmed and assured 
by depending on Ids unquestionable word, 
and uncontrollable power; who, as he h 
the prime Author of all good, so he is in 
especial manner the sovereign dispenser of 
hemour- TAe Atng^ we say, is the fountam 
of Amour, What any king, as the repre- 
sentative and delegate of God, is in his 
particular kingdom, that is almighty God 
absolutely and independently in all the 
world. BotA riches mtd honour^ said good 
king David, come of ihee^ for thou rulnt 
ooor all : in thiup hind is jtowpr and ntif(hl ; 
w thhy* hand it is to make greats mid to 
giop si length unto allJ^ lie whose grants 
are in efits>t only sure and \alid, whoso fa- 
vours only do in the einl turn to good ac- | 
count, he freely offers us most desirable j 
preferment : he doth himself graciously j 
hold forth most authentic patents, by virtue 
of which we may all become right honour- 
able^ and persons of quality indeed; having 
not OTily the names and titles, the outward 
ensigns and badges of dignity (such as 
earthly princes confer), but the substantial 
reality, the assured enjoyment tliereof. 
(Forman can only impose law upon tongues j 
and gestures ; G(»d alone cumniaudvtb and { 
inclineth hearts, wherein honour chiefly 
resideth.) He offers it, I say, most freely 
indeed, yet not absolutely: he doth not 
go to sell it for a price, yet he propounds 
it under a cmtditlon ; as a most just and 
e(]ual, 80 a very gentle and easy condition. 
It is but an exchange of honour for honom*; 
of honour from God, which is a fi'ee gift, 
for honour from us, which is a just duty ; 
of honour ff'om him our sovereign Lord, 
for honour from us his poor vassals; of 
honour from the most high Majesty of 
h<‘avcn, for honour from us vile worms, 
creeiwng upon the earth. Such an over- 
ture one would think it not only reasonable 
to accept, hut impossible to refuse. For 
can any man dare not to honour invincible 
power, infallible wisdom, infiexible justice? 
Will any man forbear to honour immense 
goodness and bounty ? Yes, it seems there 
are men so mad as to rqjoc t so fiur an ol^r ; 
so bad as to neglect so equal a duty. Let 
us thenrfim) consider what it is that is here 
• I Chion. x\\x, U. 


required of us, or wherein this honouring 
of God consists, that we may thereby dis- 
cern when we perform this duty, when we 
are deficient therein. 

II. There are several wavs of honoiming 
God, or several parts and degrees of this 
duty ; all which we may refer to two sorts, 
conceiving the duty as a compound, made 
up of two main in^edients (corres|)ODdent 
to those two parts in which they reside, and 
of which our nature consists; which dis- 
tinction St. Paul suggesteth, when ho siiitli, 
GUmfy God m your hody^ aaad in your 
spirit^ which are God*s)^^ one of them be- 
ing, as it were, the form and soul, the other 
as the matter and body of the duty. 

1 , The soul of that honour which is re- 
quired of us toward God, is that internal 
esteem and reverence which we should liear 
in our hearts towards him ; importing that 
wc have imprcbsed ujKjn our roindb such 
conceptions about him as are worthy of 
him, suitable to the perfection of hU nature, 
to the eminency of his state, to the just 
quality of liis works ami ac*tions : that we 
apprehend him to be, what he really i^ in 
bis nature, snj)erlativcly g<Kxl, wise, power- 
ful, holy, and just: tliat we ascribe unto 
him the production and conservation of all 
beings, together with an entire superiri- 
dency over, and absolute dispusol of, all 
events ; that we conceive onr&ehes obliged 
I to Submit unto, and acquiesce in, all his 
dispensations of providence, as most wise 
ana most Hghteous ; to rely upon the do- 
clarations of his mind (whether in way of 
assertion, or promise), as infallibly true 
and certain. In such acts of mind the ho- 
nouring of God doth primarily consist. In 
acts, 1 say ; not in speculative opinions 
oonoemiug the divine excellencies (such 
us all men have, who are not downright 
athiests or infidels, floating in the fancy, 
or dormant in the mind ;) but in continu- 
ally present, lively, cffl*ctual acts of appre- 
hension and jud^ent, sinking down into 
the heart and affections, and quickening 
them to a congruous, real performance, 
Sudi an apprehension of God’s power, as 
shall make us to dread liis irresistible hand, 
shall cause us to despair of prospering in bad 
courses, shall dispose us to confide in him, 
as able to perform whatever he wills us to 
expect iroUi him: such an opinion of his 
wisdom, as shall keep us from questioning 
whether that is best which God declares to 
be so ; as shall hinder us from presuming 
(in compliance with our own shallow reason, 
or vain fhney) to do anything against God's 
judgment and advice: suem a conceit of 
t \ Cur. vl 20, 
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God's as shall ronder vs carefidho 

porfonn what ids law promi^s to reyvgrd^ 
and fearful to couinut^what it throatotis to 
punisiu such a|>erauasionoonicorn|ii|[ God’s 
goodu^Bs, aa sl^dl kindle in us an hearty 
afloction toward him, shall mako us verj 
aonsibl^ of his bounty, and ready to yida 
returns of duty and gratitude unto him ; as 
shall preserve us trom being distrustful of 
his providence, or doubtful in our need 
and distress of finding relief hrom him; 
such a vigorous and fhiitful esteem of God 
in all respects, as shall produce in us dis* 
positions of mind, and actions of life, 
agreeable to Qur various relations and 
obligations to him ; becoming us as his 
creatures and childm, as bh subjects and 
servants. This is indeed tlie soul of the 
duty , wliich being absent, all exterior (how 
specious soever) either professions or per- 
formances, are but as pictures, having in 
them somewhat of resernblauce in shape 
iind colour, nothing of life ; yea rather, as 
carcases, not only m*ad and senseless, but 
return and filthy in God's sight. This peo^ : 
D&, saith God, do honour uw with their \ 
iips^ but their heart is far ^rom me** Such | 
honour is indeed no honour at all, but iin- j 
pudent abuse and profane mockwy : for I 
ubat can be more abominably vain, than for | 
a man to court and cajole luni who knows 
his whole heart, who sees tliat he either 
nunds not, or means not wliat he says? It 
behoves us, therefore, by all proper means, 
by coiiU'mplatiug the works and actions of 
God (his ^tnirwdo works of nature, the 
wise proceedings of his providence, the 
glorious dispensations of liis grace), b^ 
meditating on hiV word, by praying fbr lus 
grace, by observing his law and will, to 
raise up in our hearts, to foment and we- 
risli this internal reverence, which is the 
true spring of all piety, the principle which 
forms an<l actuates that other sort, comup^ 
next to be touched on, being the body ^ 
our due honour to God ; concurring in its 
order to the integrity thereof, as without 
which the mierior jiart would be a kind of 
ghost, too thin in substance, tooremolefrom 
sense, too destitute of good Ridt and use. 

2. This bodily part consists in outward 
exppossionA and performances, whereby we 
declare our esteem and reverence of God, 
and produce or promote the like in others. 
Foj‘ our thus honouring God respects those 
Us o ends and effects, the uttering our own, 
tbp < xciting in otlicre a reverence tow^ard 
him. And it wo may first viow in the go- 
ni ral, or gross bulk thereof j then Survey 
its jirincipal meinbers. 

,, , * Mfitt. x^ 8, 
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First, in general, God is hujiosired by h 
willing and careful practice of all (4ely and 
virtue for conscience sake, or in avowed 
obedience to his holy will. This is the 
most natural expression of our reverence 
toward him, and the most effsetoal way of 
ptromotmg the same in others. A subject 
cannot better demonstrate the reverence he 
bears toward his prince, than by (with a 
cheerful diligence) observing his laws ; for 
by so doing he declares that he acknow- 
led^h the authority, and revereth the 
majesty, which enacted them ; that he ap- 
proves the wisdom which devised them, 
and the goodness which designed them for 
public benefit ; that he drea^ his prince's 
power, which can maintain them, and his 
justice, which will vindicate them ; that ho 
relies upon his fidelity, in making good 
what of ppoteetion or of recompense he 
propounds to the observers of them. Mo 
less pregnant a signification of our reve- 
rence toward God do we ^ield in our gladly 
imd strictly obejing his laws; thereby evi- 
dencing our submission to God's sovenngn 
authority, our esteem of his wisdom and 
goodnesss, our awful regard to his power 
and justice, our confidence in him, aiul de- 
pendence upon his word. As also the prac- 
tice of wholesome laws, visibly producing 
good firuits (peace and prosperity in the 
commonwealm), doth conciliate respect 
unto the prince, he thereby appearing wise 
and good, able to discern, and willing to 
chcHs^e what confers to public benefit : so 
actions conformable to the divine law, being 
(by God's wL.e and gracious disposal) both 
in themselves comely and lovely, and iu 
effect, as St. Paul saith, good and profit-* 
able to menJ^ conducing indeed not only to 
private, but also to public welfare, to the 
rendering human society comfortable, to 
the settling and s(‘om*iug common tran- 
quiUity, the perfonnaiice of them must 
: needs bring great commendation to tho 
I author and ordainer of them. By observ- 
ing them we shall, as St. Peter speaks, set 
forth thewtuesofhsm that railed us to such 
a practice.* The light and lustre of good 
works, done in rc^rd to divine command, 
will cause men to see clearly the exoelleu- 
cies of our most wise and gracious Lord ; 
will consequent induce and excite Hicm 
to glorify our lather whsth is m hsmn.^ 
In this, saith our Saviour, is m Fatkt*r 
glfmfied, if you bear mmi fruu*^ The 
goodtiness to the sight, the pleesantnees to 
the taste, which is ever peree|)dble iathose 

>> Tit. 111 . S t is. la. Deof. X 13. 
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fruits which genidne pietv bcareth, the 
beauty mea see in a calm mmd and a mhet 
conversation^^ the sweetness they taste frm 
works of justice and charity, will certainly 
produce veneration to the doctrine lyhich 
teaoheth such things, and to the authority 
which enjoins thm. It is an aggravation 
of impiety often insisted upon iti Scrip* 
ture, that it slurs, os it were, and de&naes 
God, brings reproach and obloquy upon 
him, causes hU name to be profan^, to be 
cursed, to be blasphemed:'^ and it is an- 
swerably a commendation of piety, that by 
the pracdoe thereof we (not only procure 
many great advantages to ourselves, many 
blessings and comforts here, all joys and 
felicities hereafter; but do also thereby) 
beget esteem to himself, and sanctify 
his ever-blessed name; cause liim to be 
regarded and reverenced, his name to be 
praised and blessed amoi^ men." It is 
by exemplary piety, by providing things 
honest in the sight of all by doing 
things honourable and laudable fsuch are 
all things which God hath been pleased to 
command us), tliat we shall be sure to ful- 
fil that precept of St. Paul, of doimg all 
things to the glory of God which is the 
body of that duty we speak of. 

Secoudlv, But there are, deserving a 
particular inspection, some members there- 
of, which in a peculiar and eminent man- 
ner do constitute this honour ; somo acts 
which more signally conduce to the illus- 
tration of God’s glory. Such are, 

1. The frequent and constant perfor- 
mance (in a serious and reverent manner) 
of all religious duties, or devotions iimne- 
diatcly addressed to God, or conversant 
about him : that which the Psalmist styles, 
Givhyg the L<jrd the honour due to his name^ 
worsk^ipiiiig the Lord in the beauty of holU 
ness,^ 

% Using all things poculiArly related un- 
to God, hiS holy natoo, his holy word, his 
holy places (the places ufkere his htmour 
dmUHk% his holy times (religious fasts 
and festivities), with especial respect.' 

3* Yielding due observance to the de- 
puties and ministers of God (both civil 
and eoclesiaetical) as such, or because of 
tlicir relation to God : the doing of which 
God declares that he interprets and accepts 
as done unto himself.* 

4. Freely spending what Gotl hath given 
us (out of resjiect unto him) in works of 

m lUmi. a. 28; Tli. U. 5 j 8 Samud xU. 14} las. Ui. 
S'; xxxvKaO. 
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our subUance^ 

5* AU nonitential acts, by which we submit 
unto Goa, and humble ourselves before him. 
As Aehan, by confessing of his sin, is said 
to give gkiry to the Lord God of Israel.^ 

(3. Gheermlundergoingaifiictians,los8e9, 
disgraces, for the prufesnonof God’s truth, 
or for obedience to God’s commands. (As 
St, Peter is said by his deaths sufTcred up 
on such accounts, to glorify G(fd*y 

These signal Instances of this duty (re- 
nresentod as such in holy Scripture) for 
brevity’s sake I pass over ; craving leave 
only to consider one, most pertinent to our 
present business, and indeed a very com- 
prehensive one; which is this . 

7. Wo shall especially honour G<jd, by 
dihcharglng faithfully those offices wliich 
God hath entrusted us wiHi ; by improving 
diligently those talents which God hath 
committed to us ; by using carefully those 
means and opportumtios which God hatli 
vouchsafed us, of doing him sorrice, and 
promoting his glory. Thus ho to whom 
God hath given wealth, if he expend it 
(not to the nourishment of pride and 
luxury, not only to the gratifying his own 
pleasure or bujiiour, hut) to the fui*theraiice 
of God’s honour, or to the succour of his 
indigent neighbour (in any pious or cha- 
ritable way,) he doth thereby in especial 
manner honour God. He also on whom 
God hath bestowed wit and parts, if he 
employ them (not so much in contriving 
projects to advance his own petty interest.^, 
or in procuring vain applause to himself, 
as) in advantageously setting forth (bid’s 
praise, handsomely recommending good- 
ness, dexterously engaging men in ways of 
virtue (doing which 1hmg.s is true wit and 
excellent policy indeed), he doth thereby 
remarkably honour God. lie likewise tliat 
hath honour conferred upon him, if he 
subordinate it to God’s honour, if he use 
his own credit as an instrument o£ brtnghig 
credit to goodness, thereby adorning and 
illustrating piety, he by so doing doth emi- 
nently procase this duty. The like may be 
said of any other good quality, any capacity 
or advant^e of doing good ; by the right 
use thereof we honour God : for that men, 
beholding the worth of such good ^fits, and 
feeling me benefit emer^g from them, 
wilt be apt to bless the donor of them ; as 
did they m the Gosjpel, who seeing our Sa- 
viour cure the paralytic man, did presently 
glorify Oody tim had given moh power unto 

t9 Ootr. \x. 19; Prov. Hi. 9; xiv. 31. 
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But OjEtpecially to whom power fare (for men will never be Keeriily loyal 
and authority is oommitted, as tiiiey have and fflubmiasive to authority, tall they ^ 
the chief capacity, so they are under an oome really good ; nor will they ever be 
es|M»cial obligation tbna to honour God: veiy good, tiH they see thcnr leaders aiidi;) 
Abey are particuliirly concerned to hear and so Will together neatly advance the 
observe that royal proclamation^ CHoemto praise and glory of mm in whose name 
the Lord^ O ye give unto the Lord they rule^ to whose &vo«r they owe their 

glory emd strength; give mto theLordthe power and dignity 3 im vahose nand^ astiie 
%mourfhiemtohMn€afie*^ When such per- rrofdiet saim, is th^hreath^ and whose 
sons (like King Nebuchadnezzar returned are all tkeir For all men will be 

to his right senses’^) do seriously acknow-> ready moat awfully to drOad him, unto 
ledg^ their power and eminency derived whom they see princes themselves humbly 
from God alone ; when they profess sub- to stoop and bow ; no man will be ashamed 
jedion unto him, and express it in their or unwilling to serve him, whom he shall 
practice, not only driving others by their observe that his lords and governors do 
power, but drawing themby their example, concern themselves to worship : the world 
to piety and goodness ; when they cause eanuot but have a good opinion of him, a 
Gods name to be duly worshiimed, and has participation of whose power and xniyesty 
laws to be strictly observed ; wtien they ^ yields such excellent fruits ; it will not ^ 
vour and encourage virtue, discourage and to adore him, whoso shadows and imagew 
chastise wickedness ; when they take care are so venere^e. It is a most notorious 
that justice be impartially administered, thing, both to reason and inexperience^ 
innocence protected, necessity relieved, what extreme advantage great persons 
all iniquity and oppression, ml violence have, especially by the luduenoe of their 
and disorder, yea, so much os may be, all practice, to bring God himself, as it were, 
affliction and wretchedness be prevented, into cre^t ; bow much it is in their power 
or removed; when they b;|r all means strive easily to render piety a thing in fashion 
to promote both the service of God, and and request. For in what they do, they 
the happiness of men {dispensing^ equally never are alone, or are ill attended ; wht-* 
and benignly to the family over which their ther they go, they carry the world along 
Lord hath set them, their meat in due sea- with them : they lead crowds of people after 
son providing that men under them fnay them, as well when they go in the ri^t 
live a peaceable and quiet ll/e^ in all gad- way, as when they run astray. The custom 
liness and Honesty^ doing which is the of living well, no less than other modes 
business allotted to them, the interest, as and garbs, will be soon conveyed and pro- 
it were, of God, which he declares himself pagated ftom tlie court ; the city and ooun- 
concernedly to tender, and by their mi- try will readily draw good manners thence 
nistry to prosecute ;) when they carefhlly (good manners truly so called ; not only 
do such things, then do they indeed ap- superficial fbrms of ririlitv, but real prac- 
prove themselves worthy honourers of their tices of goodness.) For the main body of 
iiigh Master and heavenly King; then do men goeth not qua euadfore, sed qua uur; 
tliey truly act God’s part, ana represent not according to rules and reasons, but 
his person decently. When the actions of after examples and authorities ; especi^y 
these virible gods are so divinely good and of great persons, who are like stars, shining 
beneficial, men will be easily induced, yea, in high and conspicuous places, by which 
can hardly forbear to reverence and mag- men steer their course: their actions are 
nify the invisible Founder of their autho- to be reckoned not as single or solitary 
rity. By so doing, as they will set bdbre ones, but are, like their persons, of a p^ 
men’s eyes the best pattern of loyalty ; as lie and representative nature, involving 
they will impress upon men’s hearts the* the practice of others, who are by them 
strongest argument for obedience and re- awed, or shamed into compHonoe. Their 
Bpect towarils themselves ; as they shall good example especially hath this advan- 
l^th more plainly inform and more effec- tage, that men can find no excuse, can have 
tually jpersuade peojde to the performance no pretence why they should not fallow R. 
of their duty unto them, than by all tlie law Piety is not omy beautified, but fortified 
arid all the force in the world; as they will by Iheir dignity; it not 01^ shines in them 
thereby consequently best secure and main- with a dearer lustre, but with a mightter 
tain their own honour, and their own wel- force and influence : a word., a look (the 
' Mint. u. a. xxix, Ivast intimation) firom them will do iVMire 

and hISoM^iU«S*Secr^ ****** ***** good, than others’ best eloquence, clearest 
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rwan^ mwt eamefft eod«ftvours. For it 
IS in them, if they woiiid th^nsaelra 
to it, ae the wiaeat prince implies^ to scffiUr 
mgu£t^ti)itl^tA^^e 0 .^ A en&iie 6f th^s 
woro e*ble to enliven virtue, axid difhise it 
aU About ; afi*ovrn might awee tomortify 
aiiddimipatewickediiew. Siicdi arnwreatly 
is tb^ power of honouring God $ and In 
piHmomia ihOreto, surely great is their 
obl%a1ion to doit : of them^uliariy God 
expects it, and all equity exacts h. What 
the meaner rank of servants (who are em- 
ployed in baser drudgeries, whose fare is 
more coarse, whose wages are more scant, 
who stand at a greater distance from their 
lord, and r^eive no such ample or ex|>re88 
meru of his favour, what these) do is of 
some oonsequence indeed, but doth not 
import so much to the maaWs reputa* 
tion; their good word concerning him, 
their good carriage toward him, doth not 
credit him so much* But those whom he 
employs in matters of highest trust and 
importance to his af&irs, whom he places 
in the nearest degree to himself (seats even 
an his own throne, upon his own tribunal), 
whom he feeds plentifully and daintily, 
maintains in a handsome garb, allows 
as their deportment doth much 
reflect on Uieir lord's esteem, as they are 
highly capable of advancing his repute; 
so all the rules of ingenuity and gratitude, 
all the laws of Justice and equity, do oblige 
thmn earnestly to endeavour it. And it is 
indeed no less their ooacemment to do so. 
For if there be disenrders, prejudicial to the 
master's honour and interest, flrequently 
committed in the feraily, it is those servants 
must be responsible ; if due order be there 

a to his glory and advantage, they shall 
Jrbe commended, and p^uliarly hear 
tbeJSa^^^ done sffrve.^ They must be loaded 
with other men's fliults, or crowned^ for i 
other men's virtues, as their behaviour { 
bath respectively contributed to them, j 
Those universal rules of equity, proposed 
in the Gmq>el, will, in God's reckoning 
with andraquitiDg men, be punctually ob^ 
served : to e^omaoever muei is givrn^ ef 
Mm much shall he reqwred answerable to 
the improvement of what is delivered in 
trust shall the acceptance be. 

1 have itidsled somewhat more largely 
on this point, because our text hath a par- 
ticular aspeet thereon : Hie words being 
uttm*ed upon occasion of EG, then judge in 
Israel, his not uaii^AUtoori^ to these pim^ 
poses ; his forbearing to redress a grievous 
abuse, committed by his own acme, to the 
disservice and dibhontnir of God. Whetioe 

* Pro, XX. S. * Matt. xxir. US. < Luke xli. 4S. 


[ to persons of his rank is this law especially 
directed; upon them is ttds duty chiefly 
incumbent ; on them assuredly (as sure as 
God is true), if they will observe the duty, 
the reward shall be conferred. God will 
certainly not only preserve honour they 
have already, but will aocumukto more 
honours on them. 

Theseare general truths; the particular 
nppGeatioii of ^m is ours. God, 1 pray, 
vott(jisafb his grace and blessing, that it 
may be made to our benefit and comfort. 

111. I should now show why the duty is 
required of us, or how reasonable it is. 1 
must not (and the mattor is so palpable 
that I need not) spend many words on that. 
God surely doth not exact honour from us 
because he needs it, because he is the bet- 
ter for it, because he, for itself, delights 
therein. For (beside that he cannot wont 
anything without himself, that he camiot 
anywise need mortal breato to praise him,* 
or hands of flesh to serve him, who hath 
millions of better creatures than we abso- 
lutely at his devotion, and con with a word 
create millions of millions more, filler than 
we to honour him) the best estimation we 
can have of him is much below him ; the 
best expression we can make is very un- 
worthy of him. He is infinitely excellent, 
beyond what we can imagine or declare : 
Ids name is eralted above all blessing and 
praise; Ms ghry is above the earth and 
heaven.^ So that all our endeavours to 
honour him are, in comparison to what is 
due, but defects, and in a manner dispa- 
ragements to him. It is only then (which 
should effect our ingenuity to consider) 
his pure goodness that moves him, for our 
benrat and advantage, to demand it of us. 

1. For tliat to honour God is the most 
proper work of reason; tliat for which 
primaiily we were designed and framed 
(for as other things iivere made to aftbrd 
ffie matter and occasion, so man was de- 
signed to exercise the act of glorifying 
God:)^ whence the performance thereof 
doth preserve and perfect our nature ; to 
neglect it being unnatural and monstrous. 

For that also it is a most pleasant 
duty. He is not a man (hath lost all na- 
ture Ingenuity and humanity) who doth 
not ddi^t to make some returns thither, 
where he hsth found much good- will, 
whence be hath felt great kindness. Since, 
then, all the good we have, we have re- 
ceived from God's favour, it cannot but 

MuH jrc^ n «Jv0SwTl« murn 
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*be very pleaMtot to render mmevfheit of 
rcsquitju, AS it ivere, unto him ; and wa ean 
render no other but this. Wecannot malEe 
God more rioli, more joyful, more happy 
than ho is: all ^at wo can do is, to express 
our reverence toward him. 

3. For that likewise our hononriag God 
disposes us to the imitation of him (for 
what we do reverence we would resemble ;) 
that is, to the doing those things wherein 
our chief perfsotioa and ha|^ess con- 
Hists, whence our best content and joy dodi : 
sprhig- 

4. In dne, for that Ihe practice of this 
duty it moat profitable and beneficial to 
us : unto it, by an eternal rule of justice, | 
our final welfare and prosperity being an- 
nexed ; whence God hath doclarod it to be 
the way and condidon of our attainii^ that 
thing which we so like and prize, honour 
to oursches ; which by promise he hath 
engaged himself to confer on those who 
honour him. And, 

IV. Thin promise ho makes good seve* i 
ral wap : some of them 1 shall briefiy sug- 
vest, 

1 . The honouring God is of itself an 
honourable thing ; the employment which 
ennoble'!* heaven itself, wherein the higiiest 
angels do rejoice and glory. It is the 
gicate*^! honour of a servant to bring cre- 
dit to his ina«*ter, of a subject to spread 
Ills pnwe’s renown, and (upon grounds 
vastly more obliging) of a creature to glo. 
rify fjis Malic r : that we may do so is an 
honour we should be glad, may be proud 
of. 

2. B> honouring God we are inunedi- 
ately instated in j^eat honour ; we enter 
into most noble relations, acquire most il- 
lustrious titles, enjoy most glorious privi- 
leges ; we become theiriends and favourites 
of heaven, are adopted into God’s family, 
and arc^ styled his children ; do obtain a 
tree access unto him, a sure protection 
under him, a ready assistance from him in 
all our needs. And what honour can ex- 
ceed, equal t his ? 

3. God hath so ordered it, that inilonr 

him. Go/hath made go^eas a noble an§ 
a stately tiling ; hath impresaed upon it that 
beauty and migesty which commends an 
universal love and veneration, which strikes 
presently both a kindly and an awfiil re- 
spect into the rnind.^ of all men. TherighU 
eotis it (not only in himself but in common 
esteem) more exceHent thm hit iteighboiur^ 
Power may be dreaded, riches may be 
courted, wit and knowledge may be ad- 

• fiov. xii 2C. 


mired; but only goodness is truly esteemed 
and honoured.* Not only men of good* 
ness and discretion, but even the 'ragar 
sort of meo (yea, as Plato liath well ob- 
served, tbe worst men) do pass this judg- 
mexft, do nrelbr true goomiess above all 
tbin^.t 

4. God,]^lnBexiTaordhuuryprovidettee, 
as there is reason and oocasioni doth inter- 
pose, so as to procure honour 4o them, to 
maintain and further their renutarion, who 
honour him. God fathianeik the heacrit of 
ftm : the hearts of the neatest men are in 
Me handf he twmttk them at the rwett af 
watert, wMtktrtoeter he vsUl:^ he conse- 
quently raiaeth or depresseth us, as he 
pleases, in the ju^ments and anoctions 
of men. Wiean a meaCt ways please the 
Lardy he mahetk even hit Snemiet to be 
at peace with Aim,* saith the Wise Man $ 
that is, he disposeth the most averse minds 
to love and honour him. No envy can 
supplant, no slander can deface the credit 
of such a person ; since God hath taken it 
into his charjra and care, since he hath said 
it, that he um bring forth kit righteaumese 
at the lighty and hit judgment at the noon 
day,^ God also, by secret methods, and 
undiscernihle trains, ordereth all events, 
managii^ our thoi^hts and desim, our 
enterprises and actions, so that the result 
of them shall be matter of benefit, comfort, 
and reputation, or of disaster, r^et, and 
disgrace, as be thinks good. Victoiy and 
success be absolutely disposeth of, and con- 
sequently of the honour that fiuUows them ; 
and th^ do usually attend the honours of 
God: mr, as it is in the Psalm, a good 
success hare they who keep his command^ 
ments.^ Many ore tbe instimces of persons, 
(suoli as Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, 
Jub, and Daniel,) who, for their signal 
honouring of God, fi*om a base and ob- 
scure, or &oro an afilicted and forlorn 
condition, have, in ways stronqe and won- 
derful, been advanced to toninent digni^, 
have been rendered most illustrious, by 
the providence of him, who ruiseth the poor 
out of the dusty tend Hfteth the beggar out of 
the me^iUy to set themammgprmceSy am 


* r»#ct» rtS (T^r/dir rt/AnSrtttt i» vtv Otugumi 
rtust ftot— Kex. OxaL de Faup. 

IB gto^ nuodma axodUt, <pd virtuta pliurimani 
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lo make tkm iakerit tke throne of glory. 
He dofih it in an evident maimer, and emi- 
nent degree, to aotne ; he doth it in a eon- 
Fonieot aod ompeteot measure, to 
all that hononr Idm. 

A Whereas men are naturallj ioeJihed 
to hew much reprd to the judgment of 
pOfrterity concerning them, are de^usto 
leave a ffood name behind them, and to 
I have their mmnory retained in esteem 
God 80 disposes things, that the memory 
of the just shaU he blessed; that Ms rights 
e&usness shall he had tn everlasting reoiem- 
hranee; that his Ught shall (or 

burn clearly and pleasantly, even when his 
life is put out here.) No spices can so 
embalm a man, no monument can so pre- 
serve las name and memory, as a pious 
conversation, whereby God Imth been ho- 
noured, and men benefited.* The fame 
of such a person is, in the best judgments, 
far more precious and truly glorious, tiian 
is the fiune of those who have excelled in 
any other deeds or qualities. For what 
sober man doth not in his tiioughts afford 
a more high and hearty respect to those 
poor fi^ermen, who by their heroical ac- 
tivity and patience did honour God in the 
propagation of his heavenly truth, than to 
all those Hectors in chiv4ry, those con- 
querors and achievers of mighty exploits 
(those Alexanders and Ceesars,} who have 
been renowned for doing tiungs which 
seemed great, rather than for performing 
what was truly good? To the honour of 
those excellent poor mcu, conspicuous mo- 
numents have been erected everywhere ; 
samrersary memorials of their names and 
virtues are celebrated ; they are never men- 
tioned or thought of without respect; their 
commendations are interwoven uith the 
praises of their great Lord and Malcer, 
whom they honoured.t 
6, Lastly, to those that honour God here, 
God hath reserved an honour infinitely 
great and excellent, in comparison where- 
to all honours here are but dreams, the 
loudest acclamations of mortal men are but 
empty sounds., the brightest glories of this 
world are but duskijsli and fieeting shadows ; 
an honour most solid, most durable ; an 
* * They shall, in the 


be approved by the 
most ri^ieous Judge's unquestionable sen- 
^ At Uittit ftihVf mdO w 
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tencel; they shall be esteemed in the una- • 
nhnous option of angds and saints; they 
shall be apfdauded by the general voice ana 
attestation of heaven ; they shall then be 
seated upon immoveahJetbfooes, their bends 
eimmoled with nnfiiding crowns, their times 
shining with rays of unconceivable glory 
andmi^esfy. Tbelessof honour they have 
roedved here in this transitory moment 
of life, the more thereof tiiey shall eiyoy 
in that fhture eternal state; whm with 
1^ wHo, through the whole pourse of his 
life, mught not his own honour^ hut the 
htmotsr of Mm that sent him ; who, for the 
sufficing of death, um cromed with glory 
and honour ; who, fat the joy that was set 
before Mm, endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set at the right hand of God 
with those who consecrated all their en- 
deavours, and who sacrificed their lives to 
the promoting of God's honour, they shall 
possess everlasting glory. Which, toge Aer 
with them, God Almighty of his infinite 
mercy grant unto us ail, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; to whom, with God the 
Father, and God the Holy Ghost, bt for 
ever all honour and praise. Amen. 


SERMON V. 

UFRIOBT WALKIKO SUBE WALKINQ. 

Pbov, X. 9. — He that walheth uprightly, 
walketh surely. 

The world is much addicted to the poli- 
tics ; the heads of men are very busy in 
conirivance, and their mouths are full of 
talk about the ways of ccmsulting our safety, 
and securing our interests. Slay we not 
therefore presume, that an infallible maxim 
of policy, proposii^ the most expedite and 
oex^in method of security in all our trans- 
actions, will be entertained with accept- 


Jiticiuu 
(if we may 


anoe ? Such an one 
and wisest man for bu^ess 
take God's word for il) that ever was or 
will be, doth here suggest to us.* For the 
practice couched in our text he otherwhere 
voucheth for a point of poHcy, teUii^ us, 
that A man of understanding umlketh vyi. 
rightb and here he recominendeth it as 
a method of security, lie that walketh uy>. 
rightly, walketh surely. 

Treating upon which aphorism, I shall, 
by God's help, endeavour, first, in way of 
explication, bnefiy to describe the practice 
itself; then, in way of proof, by some con- 
siderations to declare, that security do^ 
attend it. 

For explication. To walk (as well in the 


<1 John viii. 49, 50; 
1 Kines ill. 12. 


Heb. ii. 9; xii. 2. 
bPr^v. XT, 21. 
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‘stylp of holy Sciipfcuro, as In other wri- 
tings, and even in otHnmon ^ech) doth 
signify our usubJ course of dealing, or the 
constant tenor of our practice. 

Uprightly^ nocordhig to the 
might ^ rendered, hi petfictumf, or, wUh 
integrity:* and by lie Greek traeilators ia 
several places is supposed chiefly to denote 
sinoerlty and purity of intention. 

In effect, tne pj^ase, iie tAat walksth 
uprightly, ^ doth nnpQfrt, one who is oon* 
standy disposed, in ms desi^ and dealings, 
to bear a principal regard to the rules of 
his duty, and the dictates of bis cotiscimioe ; 
who, in every case emergent, is ready to 
perform that which upon good deliberation 
doth appear most just and flt, in conformity 
to God^s law and sound reason, without 
being swayed by any appetrto, any passion, 
any sinister respect to his own private in- 
terest or profit, credit, or pleasure, to the 
commission of any unlawful, irregular, un- 
worthy, or base act $ who generslly doth 
act out of good principles (namely, reve- 
rence to (lod, charity to men, sober regard 
to his (;wu true welfare) ; who doth aim at 
good ends, that at God'^ honour, pub- 
lic benefit, his own salvation, other good 
things subordinate io those, or well con- 
sistent with them ; wlio doth prosecute his 
designs by lawful means, in fair ways, such 
as honest providence and industry, veracity 
and fidelity, dependence upon God^s help, 
an<l jrrayer for his blessing ; in short, one 
who n#*vor advisedly doth undertake any 
had thing, nor an;v good thing to ill pur- 
poses ; nor fioth "use any foul means to 
compass his iiitonts, 

For proof. That such an one doth ever 
proceed with much security, from the fol- 
low ing considerations may apiieor; — 

1. An upright walker is secure of easily 
finding hi^ w ay. For it commonly requireth 
no rt'fU'h of wit or depth of judgment, no 
laborious diligence of inquiry, no curious 
intentness of observation, no solicitous care 
or plodding study, to discern in any case 
what is just ; we need not much trouble 
our heads about it, for we can hardly he to 
seek for it. If we will but open our eyes, 
it lieth in view before us, being the plain, 
straight, obvious road, wliich common rea- 
son prompteth, or which ordinary instruc- 
tion pointeih out to us ; so that usually that 
direction of Solomon is sufficient, Let thine 
eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids 
UHik sMght btfore thee. Ttcm not to the 
right ham^ itof to the left^ 

*> wtiketh m his uprightness, fesreth tho 

Lord— Vrov, xi>. 2. 

*Prov. |\.25,27; xvli 24, xiv C 


The ways of iniquity and vaidiy (If we 
may <^ll them ways, which indeed are but 
earorhhaacics and seductions fkom the way), 
ill desi^^, and had means of oxooutiinig ^ 
signs, are very unintelligible, very ohseore, 
abstruse, and intricate; bring mflnitely 
various, and utterly uncertaid: so that out 
of them to pick and fix on this or t^ may 
puzzle our heads, and perplex our hearts $ 
as to pursue any of them may involve us in 
great difficulty and trouble. But the ways 
of truth, of right, of virtue, are so very 
simple and uniform, so fixed and per- 
manent, so clear and notorious, that we 
can hardly miss them, or (except wilfully) 
swerve fi*oin them. For they by divine 
wisdom were chalked out, not only for in- 
genious and subtile persons (men of great 
parts, of refined wits, of long experience), 
but rather for vulgar communily of 
men, the great body of God's subjects, 
consisting in persons of meanest cap^ty, 
and smallest improvement: bring designed 
to make wise the simple, to gioe the young 
mm knowledge and dheretion : ^ to direct 
all sorts of people in their duty, toward 
their happiness ; according to that in the 
Prophet, A high^my shml he there, and 
U shall he callea. The tocty of holiness — the 
wayfaring mm, though fools, shaU not err 
thmein.^ 


They are in very legible characters graven 
by the finger of Goa upon our hearts and 
consciences,** so that by any considerate re- 
flection inwards we may easdly read theiu : 
or they are extant in God's word, there 
written as with a sunbeam, so perspicu- 
ously expressed, so frequently inculcated, 
tliat without gross negligence or strange 
dwlness we cannot but descry them* For 
who with half an eye may not oee, that 
the ])ractict' of pious lo\e and reverence 
towaini God, of entire jm tice and charily 
toward our neiglibour, of sober tempo- 
ranee and purity towai^d uursidves, is 
approved bj reason, is prescribed by God 
to us? 

Hence in the holy Scriptures, as bad 
ways are colled dark, crooked, roughs 
slippery ways :* so the good ways are si^ 
to be clear, plain, direct, even ways:! 
The path if the just, say they, is as a 
shining light. All the words of my month 
are jdam to km that undersfandeth (or, 
that consideretk them.) My foot standetk 
in m eten place. The Im of his God is 


f xIx. 7 ; oxix. 130; Prov. riU. 9 ; 1.4; Pi.exiK 0. 
g X^a XXXV. H mUImw. LXX 
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S;«xx>. A; xxxv. 6; Ixxfli. 19; Jsr. xxjii. 12. 

1 Heb.x'J. 18,Ful. V.6, LukeULO.Pro; Ui 23. 
Deut. V 32 ; xxvUl. 14. 



40 UPRIGHT WAI.K1NG SURE WALKIKO, [ssjtikoN v. 


IS hit heart: and none of kit tteps shell 
tlidt^ 

Hence it h eifirmed, that an upng^ht man 
doA hardly need any condnot hri»ide hh 
own hoaeity* For, Thr integrity^ saith 
Sdomoav if tkt shall guide them ; 

and, 2Re whietmuete of the perfeot shall 
direat kit 

Hut oase aurh an one should ever bo 
at a stand or at a lo&s, in doubt of hi:> 
course, he hath always at hand a most sure 
gtade to conduct or direct him. It is but 
aiddng the way of him, or saying, with the 
Psahi^, Show me tkg ways^ O Lord^ teach 
me thy paths ; Teach to do thy wUl^ and 
I^md me in the way eterlaeting ; 0 let me 
not wcaider from thy commandments and 
then his ear$^ as the Prophet saith, shfdl 
hear a word behind him^ sa^ng^ This is the 
way^ walk ye in it; then the words of the 
Ps^mist shall be verified, What ^nan is he 
that feareth the Lord ^ Him shall he teoeh 
in the way that he shall choose. The meek 
wiU he guide in judgment^ cmd the meek he 
will teach his way,^ 

Hence is the upright man happily se 
cured from tiring pins in the search, from 
racking anxieties in the choice, from grat- 
ing scruples and galling regrets in the pur- 
suit of his way. 

IL The upright walker doth tread upn 
firm ground." He doth build bis practice, 
not upon the perilous bogs, the treacherous 
quagmires, the devouring quicksands of 
uncouth, bold, impious paradoxes (such 
as have been vented by Epicurus, by Ma- 
ohiavel, by others more lately, w hese infa- 
mous names are too well known, as tho 
effects of their pstilent notions are too 
much felt ;) but upon solid, safe, approved, 
and well tried principles; vis. those, aud 
the like coherent with them: That there 
is an eternal God, incomprehensibly power- 
ful, wise, just, and good; who is always 
present wi& us, and ever intent upon us ; 
viewing not only all our external actions 
(open and secret), but our inmobt cogitar 
lions, desires, and intentions, by the which 
our actions chiefly are to be estimated, 
that he, as governor of the world, and 
judge of men, doth concern himself in all 
human affairs, disposing and managing all 
events according to his righteous pleasure; 
exacting punctw obedience to his laws, and 
dimmoDg recompenses answerable thereto; 
w&tn importia] justice rewarding each man 

V Ftroi iv.JS » vUt Si 9 , *iv. 6. UStfrm hiierm 
tfi>Mv 0 'h LXX PsiJ, x^vi IS; xxxvti. 31 , xxvi. 1; 
# to. o * xvili 36 1 Prov. xi. 3, 5. 

m Psal. xxtr. 4; xtl. 11 ; xvll 6 ; cxliii 10 ; exxxix. 
94 1 oxiif. 97. 33, 3A. Ac 
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according to the purposes of his heart and 
the practices of his bib : that all our good 
and happiness doth absolutely depend on 
God's fiivour ; so that to please liim can 
only be true wisdom, and to offbnd him the 
greatest folly; that virtue is incompacably 
the best endowment whereof we are cap- 
able, and sin worst uiisdbicf to whii h 
we are^ liable : that no worldly good or evil 
is considerable in oomparison with goods or 
evils spiritual : that nothing cun w really 
profitable or advantageous to us, which 
doth not consist with our duty to God, doth 
nut feonie ways conduce to our spiritual in- 
terest and eternal welfare : yea, that every 
thing not serviceable to those purposes is 
either a frivolous trifio, or a dangerous 
snare, or a notable damage, or a woful 
biuae to us ; that content ca miniL spring- 
ing from innocence of life, from tne faith- 
f >il discharge of our duty, from satisfaction 
ot eonbcience, from a good hope in regard 
to God and our future state, is in our 
e*»tcem and choice much to be preferred, 
before all the delights which any temporal 
possession or fruition can afford ; and that 
a bad mind is the sorest adversity which 
can befall us. Such arc the grounds of 
upright practice, more firm than a»^ rock, 

' more uniimakeable than the foundations of 
heaven and earth ; the which are assured 
by the sacred Oracles, and attested by many 
remarkable providences ; have ever been 
avowed by the wiser sort, and admitted by 
the general consent of men, as for their 
truth, most agi'eeable to reason, and for 
their usefulness, approved by constant ex- 
perience ; the Mief of them having appa- 
rently most wholesome influence upon all 
the concerns of life, both public and pri- 
vate ; indeed, being absolutely needful for 
upholding government, and preserving hu- 
man society ; no obligation, no faith or 
confidence between men, no friendship or 
peace being able to subsist without it. 
Whence the practice built on such founda- 
tions must be very secure. And if God 
shall not cease to be, if he will not let go 
the reins, if his word cannot deceive, if the 
wisest men are not infatuated, if the com- 
mon sense of mankind do not prove extra- 
vagant, if the main props of life and pillars 
of socl^y do not fail ; hethotwalketh up- 
rightly doth proceed on sure grounds. 

IIL The uj^ight pm^son doth walk stea- 
dOy, maintaining his pnncipal resolutions, 
and holding his main co<urse, through all 
occasions, without flinrhing or wavering, 
or desultory or inconsistence and fickle- 
ness ; his integrity being an excellent bal- 
last, holding him tight and well poised in 
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hifl dep<irtm 4 »t ; 90 tha;t wavoa of tempta- 
tion daaiiing on hi^ do not make him roll 
in uncertainty, oirtopple over into unworthy 
practloea. 

Lust, pandcHi, humour, interest, are 
things verv mutshle, as depending upon 
temper of body, casualties of time, the 
winds and tides o( this vertiginous world : 
whence he that is guided or moved by 
them must needs be fnany^minded and ua- 
Mble m aU Ait wayt;^ will reel to and 
fro Wte a dnaiken man, and be at Ait wWt 
end;"^ never eiyoying any settled rest of 
mind, or observii^ a smooth tenor of ac- 
tion. But a TOod conscience is very stable, 
and persists^ unvaried through all cir- 
cumstances of time, in all vicissitudes of 
fortune. For it steercth by immoveable 
pole-stars, the inviolable rtOes of duty ; it 
aimeth at marks which no force can stir 
out of their place ; its objects of nund and 
afPection are not transitory ; its hopes and 
confidences are fixed on the rock of ages. 
Whence an upright person in all cases, and 
all conditions (pusperous or adverse), is 
the same man, and goeth the some way.* I 
Contingencies of affairs do not unhinge his 
mind from its good purposes, or divert his 
toot from tbo right course. Let the wea- 
ther be fair or toul, let the world smile or 
frown, let him get or lose by it, let him be 
favoured or crossed, commended or re- 
proached (Jt^ hmtner tend dithtmour, by evil 
r^ort and good report),^ he wiD do what 
his duty rcqiiircth ; the external state of 
things must not alter the moral reason of 
things with him. This is that which the 
Psalmist observeth of him : He thaU not he 
afraid of evil tidings^ for Ait heart etmidctk 
fast, and believeth in the Lord, His heart 
is stalduhed and will not shHnk/ And 
this the Wise Man promiseth to him : 
Commit thy workn mto ike Lord, and tky 
thoughts shaU Ite established,* 

Hence, a man i<^ secured from diffidence 
in himself, and distraction in his mind, 
from frequently being off the hooks, from 
leitding an unequal me, clashing with it- 
self, from deluding and dis^qipointing those 
with whom he converseth or dealeth, and ; 
consequently from the inoonveniences is - 1 
suing thence. 

IV. The way of uprightness is the surest 
for dispatch, and the shortest cut toward 
the execution or attainment of any good 
purpose ; securing a man from irksome 
expectations and tedious delays, the which, 

^ tenacem propositi viruro. ^ 

« James I 8, ' »Psal, ctll 7, 8? Pm. lii. 25. 
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Ss the Wise Man saith, do make the heart 
sick,* 

It in Scripture is called the strmgU and 
the plam twy." And as in geometry, of 
411 unes or suffaccs contained within the 
same bounds, the straight line and the plain 
surface are the shmtest $ so It is also in 
morality: by the right line of justice, upon 
the plain ground of virtue, a man soonest 
will arrive to any well-ehosen end. 

In this way there ate uo bewildering 
intrigues and mazes, no crooked windings 
and turnings, no occasions forcing men to 
dance hither and thither, to skip baokwar<l 
and forward, to do and undo; whidicourses 
do iirotract business, and commonly du 
hinder from ever dispatching it. But n 
man acting justly and fairly dotli con- 
tinually proceed on in the direct open road, 
without retreat, excursion, or defiection ; 
not turning aside (as the phrase is in holy 
writ) to the right hand or to the left,'' 

To clamber over fencea of duty, to break 
through hedges of right, to trespass upon 
hallowed endosures, may seem the most 
short and compendious ways of getting 
thither where one would be : but dom not a 
man venture breaking his neck, or scratch- 
ing his face, incurring mischief and trouble 
thereby? Js be not liable to the fate to 
which the Preacher doometh him: lie 
that diggeth a pit shall fall into it : and 
whoso breaheth a hedge, a serpent shall 
bite him f * For instance, to grow rich, 
fraud, extortion, corruption, oppression, 
overreaching and supplanting may seem 
the readiest and most expedite ways ; but 
in truth they are the farthest wa}s about, 
or rather no ways at all : for that which is 
got by those means is not our oun ; nor 
is the possession of it truly wealth, but 
usurpation, or detention of spoil and ra- 
ino, which we ought to disgorge. And 
owever to the getting it there are ofren 
mighty difficuities occurring from men, 
there arc conunonly insuperable obstacles 
interposed by God ; who hath expressly 
condemned and cursed tliose ways, de- 
claring that, wealth gotten by vanity (ot 
cozenage) shall be diminished s that he that 
oppresseth to increase his riches, shaU sorely 
come to want; that he who (thus) hasteth 
to be rich, hath an evU eye, mid considereth 
not that poverty shaU come ufon km that 
as the partridge sitteth on ^ggs, tmd hafehetk 
them not ; so he that getteth riches and not 
by right, shaU leave them tn the midst of 

t Prov. xhi 12 n Luk«Hi K. 
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hu d^yi^ and at kis end skill he a ^IJ 
Whetesa the plain way of honeat harm- 
lesa industry Qoined with a pious regard 
to him who is the dispenser of all good 
things), how slow soever it may seem, is 
the mo^ speedy, because the only safe way 
to thrive ; having, beside all secondary ad- 
vantages, the security of those oracles : 7'he 
hemd of the dUigenUt shall Tndha rich : He 
that f^athereth by labour shall increase : By 
humiUty and the fear of the Lord are riches, 
and honour, and life.* 

V. The way of uprightness is in itself 
very safe, free of danger, tending to no 
mischief ; according to those savings of the 
Wise Man : There shall no eml happen to 
the just: 1 h the way of r^hteousness is life ; 
am in the path thereof there is no deatL*^ 

He who designeth only that which is 
just and reasonable, who innocently and 
fairly prosecuteth his intent, cap run no 
great hazard, cannot fall into any extreme 
disaster, cannot irrecoverably sink into 
miserable disappointment.^ 

He probably will not receive much harm 
from men, or trouble from the world : for, 
as he nicaneth innocently, as he dealeth 
inoffensively (not violently assailing, nor 
fraudulently circumventing, not anywise in- 
juriously or maliciously abusing any man ), 
as he doth yield no just provocation or 
urgent temptation to oppose him ; so he b 
not very likely to meet with obstructions 
or crosses thwarting liis designs. He can 
hartUy raise up adversaries, at least such 
as will prove very formidable, or very derce 
and implacable toward him. 

He may bo sure that few wbe men, and 
no good men, will trouble him ; but that 
such rather will afford their countenance 
and furtherance to his uu4ertaku>gs. 

But assuredly he shall have the favour- 
able protection of Almighty God, who 
thoroughly knowing his heart, and ob- 
serving the righteousness of his intentions 
proceedings, will not suffer him to 
incur any notable, destructive, remediless 
calamity. His prayer, dictated by good 
conscience, Let int^rity and uprightness 
preserffe me, will oertainiy be heard ; God 
having passed his word for it in number- 
less places of Scripture murticularly in 
those remarkaUe words of Isaiah: lie 
tlm walketk righteously, and ^eahetk up^ 
rightly ; he that despiseth thegeun of oppres* 

ySer. xvii. lU 
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I sms, that skrheth his kmtb from holding 
I ofhrih^, that Steppeth his sari frmhearrng 
ofhlood, ailidl skultfih hk eyes firm seeing 
evil; he Mil dwelt on h%h; ms place of 
defence shaU he the mmUians of rocks: hss 
bread shall be given hii», Ms water shall be 
sure.^ That is, a man who is constantly up- 
right in his deaimgB, shall, by the dmne 
providence, be infmlibly and imnregnably 
preserved from any grievous mischief, from 
any sore want, from any eidireme distress. 

The way of uprightness is ever guarded 
with angels, re^y to promote the affairs 
of the honest person, or at least to protect 
him from evil. He may hopefully say to 
himself, as Abraham did to his servant, 
The Lord, before whom I walk, will send 
his angel with thee, and prosper thy way 
or he confidently may apply to himself that 
of the Psalmist, He shall give hU angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways^ They shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a 
stoned 

However, the sequel will be tolerable : 
whatever the success of his undertaking 
be, it can be no ruin, no slur, no heart- 
breaking to him. His conscience is safe, 
his credit is entire, his hopes are good ; 
be is perfectly secure from being tainted 
with foul guilt, from being exposed to due 
reproach, from being stung with vexatious 
remorse, from being plunged into a gulf 
of desperation or disconsolateness. For, 

VI. The way of uprightness is fair and 
pleasant . He that w alketh in it hath good 
weather, and a clear sky about him ; a hope- 
ful confidence and a cheerful satisfaction 
do ever wait upon him. R is joy, as the 
Wise Man saith, to the just to do jvdg* 
ment,^ 

Being conscious to himself of an honest 
meaning, and a due course of prosecuting 
it, he fecleth no check or struggling of 
mind, no regret or sting of heart ;*» being 
thoroughly satisfied and plea^ed with what 
he is about, his judgment approving, and 
his will acquiescing in his procedure as 
worthy of himself, a^eeable to reason, and 
conformable to his duty. 

He tlierefore briskly moveth forward 
with alacrity and courage; there being 
within him nothing to controul or eoimter- 
mand him, to pull him back, to make him 
halt, to distract or disturb him. 

Nor hardly can any thing abroad dismay 
or discourage him. For he may reasonably 
hope fcr the good will of men, and cannot 
hugely dread their opposition. He may 
«i Im xxxiil. 16, 15. • Gen. xxU 40. 

* Pwl. xci II, 18. 
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1 tba prc^itlous as- 
pect Ajid'’ikT0iir4Ue succour of heai^u, 
which alwujs smiletli and cBstetb benigD 
influences on honost undertiddjnigs.* 

He that hath chosen a waj^ may 
with assurance commend his way to God^s 
providence $ he may d^nd upon God for 
concurrent benedietiou; he, with an 
humhle boldness, may addr^s prayers to 
God for his protection and sldL^ He, so 
doing, hath bterest in divers clear decWa^ 
tions and express promises of good success ; 
such as those : Cbmmit tky way mto ih 
Lord, trust also m hm^ cmd he wall bring 
it to pass. The Lard is nigh unto all that 
call upon him in truth: he will fuMl the 
desire of them that fear him ; he mil hear 
their cry^ and wiU saoe theni^ 

He may dare to refer his case to the 
severest examination, saying with Job, 
Xef m he weighed in an seen balance^ that 
God may know mine integrity and with 
the Psalmibi, Judge rne, O Lord^ according 
to my righteousnesi^ and according to mine 
integrity that is in w.® 

He w ilh an humble confidence can ap- 
peal to God, borrowing the words of 
Hezekiah, I beseech Ihee^ O Lord^ remem^ 
her h<m I have walked before thee in truth 
and with a perfect hearty and have done that 
which is good in thy sight.^ 

Hence, The hope of the righteous^ as the 
Wise Man telleth us, is gladness,** Ho, 
considering the goodness, the justice, tlie 
fidelity of God, whereof his integrity doth 
render him capable and a proper object, 
cannot but conceive a comfortable hope of 
a good issue. 

And obtaining success, he doth not only 
enjoy the material pleasure thereof, but the 
formal satisfaction that it is indeed good 
success, or a blessing indulged to him bj 
special favour of God ; enabling him to 
say with the Psalmist, The Lord rewarded 
me according to my r^hteousness , accord- 
mg to the deamitss of my hands hath he 
rtcompensed me. For 1 have kept the ways 
of the Lord,^ and have not mckeoLy depart^ 
from my God,^ 

However, an upright dealer hath this 
comfortable reserve, that whatever doth 
befall him, however the business goeth, he 
shall not condenm and punisli liimself with 
remorse ; he shall not want a consolation 
able to support and to erect his mind. He 

' rrov. xl, so 
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' shall triumph, if not in the felicity of his 
success,^ yet in the integrity of bis heart, 
add the innocence of his deportment ; even 
as blessed Job did under all the pressures 
of his adversity : for, till J (Ue^ said he, 1 
ufm not remove my integrity from me. My 
f^hteatimesh I hold and wiU not Ut 
U go : my heart shall not reproach me so 
long as hive 

po true it is upon all accounts, that, 
according to that assertion in the Psalm, 
Light is somfor the righteous^ and, joyful 
gladness for the upright in heart,* 

VII. He that wiUketh uprightly is se- 
cure as to his honour and credit. He b 
sure not to come off disgracefully, cither 
at home in his own apprehensions, or 
abroad in the estimations m men. He doth 
not blush what he is doing, nor doth re- 
proach himself for what he hath done. No 
hlemibh or blome can stick upon bis pro- 
ceeding. 

By pure integrity, a man first maintain- 
eth a due respect and esteem for himself; 
then preser\eth an entire reputation with 
others; he rcflecteth on hb own heart 
with complacence, and looketh upon the 
world with confidence. He hath nt» fear 
of being detected, or care to smother bis 
intents. He b content that his thoughts 
should be sounded, and his actions sifted 
I to the bottom. He could e\en wish that 
his breast bad windows, that his heart 
were transparent, that all the world might 
see through him, and descry the clearness 
of his intentions. The more curiously his 
ways are marked, the more exactly his 
de^ings arc scanned, die more thoroughly 
I his designs are penetrated and known ; the 
greater approbation he is sure to receive. 

The issue of things assuredly will be 
creditable to him ; and when the day-light 
hath scattered all mists, hath cleared all 
misprisions and niislakes, his reputation 
will shine most brightly ; the event de- 
claring, that he bad no corrupt ends ; the 
course of his proceedings being justified 
by tlie very liglit of thiug.s. 

God himself will be concern<*d to vindi- 
cate his reputation, not sufieriiig him to 
be considerably defamed ; according tc that 
promise. He shall bring forth thy rigkte-^ 
outness as the hghty um iky Judgment as 
the noon day.* That in Job will be made 
good to him, Then shaU thou up thy 
face wkhout Andhemay copfidently 

aver with the Psalmist, Then ekall I not 
be ashamed when I have i^espect to aU thy 
comnumdments,** 

4 Job xxvil 8.6. t PmJ. xevii 11. ' 
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If he ^ndeth good success, it will not be 
invidiooS) appearing well deserved, and 
thirlj pr^ured : it will be truly hosMHus 
able, as a fruit and recompense of virtue, 
as a mark and pledge of the divine favour 
toward him. 

If be seemeth disappointed, yet he ariU 
not be disparaged wise and candid men 
will excuse him ; good men will patronise 
bis cause ; no man of sense and fhgonuily 
wiU insult on misfortune. JTe 
as the Psalmist assureth^ he aehmed in m 
evU time,* Yea^ often bis repute from un- 
der a cloud win shine, if nOt with so gla- 
ring splendcnir, yet with a pleasant lustre 3 
uprightiiess disposing him to boar advise 
events with a graced decency. 

VllL The particular methods of acting 
which uprightness disposetb to observe, do 
yield great security from troubles and 
crosses in their ti*ansactions. 

What is the conduct pf the upright man ? 
Ho is clear, frank, candid, harmless, con- 
sistent in all his behaviour, his discourse, 
his dealing. His heart commonly may be 
seen in me face, his mind doth ever suit 
witii his speech, his deeds have a just cor- 
respondence wi^ Ins professions ; he never 
fkUeth to perform what he doth promise, 
and to sausiy the expectations which he 
hath raised.’ 

He doth not wrap himself in clouds, that 
none may see where he is, or know how 
to find hun ; may discern what he is about, 
or whither he tendeth. 

He disgviiseth not bis intents with fol- 
laoious pretences of conscience, 0^ public 
good, of special friendship and respect.* 

He doth use no disingenuous, spiteful, 
unjust tricks or sleights, to serve the pre- 
sent turn. 

He lajeth no baits or snares to catch 
men, allaring them into mischief or incon- 
venience.* 

Ashe doth not affect any poor base ends, 
so he will not defile his fair intentions by 
sordid means of compassing them ; such 
as are illusive simulations and subdolous 
artifices, treacherous collusions, sly insinu 
ations and sycophantic detractions, versa- 
tile whilflings and dodgings, flattering col- 
loguings and glozings, servile crouchings 
and tawnings, and the like.*^ 

He hath little of the serpent (none of 
its lurking insidiousness, of its surprising 
violence, of its rancorous venom, of its 

• PmI. xcI. 16. * FmI. icxxvil. 19. 
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keen merdaeit)), but much of the dove 
(ali its simplicity, its mtlenesa, its fideli- 
its iimoeence), In his conversation and 
oommeree.* 

His wisdom is ever tempered with sin- 
cerity, and seasoned with humanity, with 
I meeknesuL with dhariW; being the wiedorn 
wkUth isfrm pure^ tlm peace-^ 

eimty to be entreated^ fuU of 
goodpydie^ wUhemt partiality^ andwit/tout 
hypocrisy,^ 

He sometime may prudently reserve his 
mind, not venting it by foolish loquacity : 
but his words do never clash with his mean- 
ing, so as to deceive or disappoint any mao.* 

He may warily prevent hwtn and decline 
perils : but it is without hurtful counter- 
mining, or devising mischief on his neigh- 
bour.’ 

He may discrooUy pick out seasons, and 

fiting himsSf: but he never wifi seek or 
lay hold of advantages to prejudice othfirs.* 

He sometunes may repress insurrections 
of anger or disgust : but he never doth al- 
low them to bake into rancour or malice.^ 

He may be apt to use courteous, afiablc, 
obligingdemeanour, serving to breed fi ieud- 
ships, and to stifle enmities : but he never 
thereby meanetli to gull, inveigle, and en- 
trap men ; or to procure instruments and 
aids of any perverse design. 

He Is no enemy to himself, but (accord- 
ing to the obligations of reason and con- 
science) he hath always a regard to the 
good of others ; nor is ever so selfish, as 
to be unjust or uncbaritable to any man. 

The principal engines he doth employ 
for achieving ms enterprises are, a careful 
and cautious providence in contriving, a 
sedulous and steady diligence in acting, a 
circumspect heedfuiness not to provoke any 
man by offensive carriage, by injury, by 
discourtesy, to obstruct mm ; but rather by 
kind demonstrations and real beneficence 
to engage men to further liim in his pro- 
ceedings : 1>ut espcdally his main instru- 
ment, wherein he most codidoth, is devout 
supplication to God for his succour and 
blessing. 

Now, is not this conduct the most se- 
cure that can be? doth it not afford iiiuny 
great commodities and advantage's ? doth 
it not exempt from manifold mars, and 
cares, and crosses, and slaveries ? 

It cannot but derive blessiugs from the 
God of truth, the great friend of simpU- 

• 2 Sxm. XT. 6; Prov. xt. 9; xxvi 26. 
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city and siitioeriljt batoir of ftlsaliood 
andgnile.* ^ 

luetU these methOw deth from tnem ob* 
tarn many oonveincmefi. He doth not Ue 
under peif eto^ eonirtaraint ^engs^ toke^ 
a oonHtant goai^tinobldioaelt, to watch to 
memory, to eorb to toitgaa, to numi^e hb 
very looks and gestures^ lest they betray 
hb intentions, and dbclose his plots. He 
is not at the trouble of stopping holes, of 
mending flaws, of patching up repugnanoes 
in hb actions, that his mmd do not break 
though them* He b not afraid of the <Rb« 
appointment and shame which attend the 
detection of unworthy designs. He b not 
at pains to obviate the jealousies, the sur- 
mises, the diffidences, the counterplots, the 
preventive oppositions and aasau&^ which 
gloomy closeness and crafty dissimulation 
ever do rabe against the praciisers of them.i 
In flne, men do not shun the conversation 
and the commerce of an upright person, 
but gladly do consort and deal with him ; 
do seek liib acquaiTitance and allianco : they 
are not apt to distrust him, to suspect him, 
to be shy and reserved in Ihcir intercourse 
with liiin ; but readily do place an entire 
confldenoe In him, and use a clear frank- 
ness toward him. No man doth fear him 
as dangerous, <»r will cross him as an ad- 
versary. Whence, as he seldom hath cause 
to fear, or occasion to contest will» others, 
so he doth undisturbedly enjoy the bene- 
flts of society with great safety, ease, and 
comfort. 

IX. Lastly, an upright walker hath per- 
f€>et security, as to the flnal residt of affairs, 
that be shall not bo quite baffiod in his ex- 
pectations and desires. And tf prosperity 
doth consist in a satiBfh(*tion of mind oon- 
ceniing events, he cannot fail of most pros- 
jterous success. Whaisoetter he doetk, saith 
the Psalmist of him, if ahaU prosper*^ How 
is that’ Doth he, if he warreth, always get 
the victory? b he perpetually, when he 
tradeth, a considerable gmner? will he 
certainly, after sowing, reap a plentiful 
crop? Probably yes; and perhaps no. Yet 
assuredly he shall prosper, in the true 
notion of prosperity, explained by those 
divine sayings* Mark the perft*ct man^ and 
behold the upright ; for the end of that man 

peace. The work ^ n^teoumess ahaU 
oe peaee^ and the efict of righteouaness^ 
gnietneaa^ and aaaurance for ever. Surely 
I know ii akaU be tveil wUh them that fear 
Ood,^ 

I P^Vb xli, la 22. 
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He caimot be much defeated in hb pur* 
poses ; for, as to his general, principal, ab* 
solute desigp[is(that is, his derign of pleasing 
God, and^ procuring hb ffivour ; hU de- 
Bijl^n of sailing hi^elf, and discharging 
hb conscience ; hb design of promoting 
hb own spiritual interest, and saving fab 
soul ; his design of doing good, of exer- 
ciring charity to his neighbour, of serving 
the public^ of obliging the world fay vtr- 
tuoas example, and by real beneflcence ;) 
these he cannot £ul wou^ly to accom- 
plish: nothii^ can obstruct him in the pro- 
secution 9 nothing can debar him firom the 
execution of these undertakings: in spite 
of all the world, by the succour of that 
tbvine grace w*hlch ever doth favour and 
fhrthcr such designs, he most happily will 
achieve them. And ibr other inferior de- 
signs, be can hardly be crossed in re^d 
to them ; for it is an essential part of in- 
tegrity, not otherwise to affect or aim at 
mivate secular interests, than under con- 
mtion, and with a reservation, if it be 
Godb pleasure, if it seem good to divine 
wisdom. He knoweth that hb pains em- 
plo;yed on any honest purpose, in a hat 
way (be it to procure some worldly advan- 
tage for himself, for his relations, or for 
hb friemb), are not lost, if have tho 
fruit of submbsion to God's wiil, and ac- 
qmeseence in the event disposed by him. 
He b assured that it good luck to have 
his projoct blasted, and that missing is 
better than getting, when by sovereign 
wbdom it is so determined. He therefore 
could not so flx his heart, or eng^ hb 
affection in any such eoncorn, that ms mind 
b surprbed, or his passions discomposed 
by a seeming adversc*ncs8 of events to bb 
endeavours. So that in effi^ct he can have 
no bad succti!»h. For how can that occur- 
rence be deemed bod, which plain reason 
dictateth in certain judgment to he most 
expedient for him ; about which he evcT 
was very indiflerent, and with which at 
present he is not heartily displeased ? How 
can it be taken for disappointmeut and mis- 
fortune, wliich one was prepared to em- 
brace with satisfaction and comjptaoence ? 

Yea, to a person so disposed, that suc- 
cess which seemeth most adverse, justly 
may be reputed the best and most happy, 
as promoting ^nds incomparably more 
cxc^lent than any woricUy gain ; as pro- 
ducing fruits exceedii^^ more whoJesome 
and more savouiy timnany temporal com- 
modity ; as exexmin^ and improving 
divinest virtues (humility, patience, meek* 
ness, moderation, contentiMnesM}, a gram 
whereof is worth all the wealth, all the 
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preferment, all that is desirable in the 
worfd. 

Wherefore let the worst that can airiee 
(or that which human hlimhiess and fond- 
ness do count the worst^, ;yet upright per- 
sons do not come off ill, or so (matters 
being rightly stated) as to be losers upon 
the toot of &e aooount. 

If tlus do not satiety grosser apprehen- 
sions, we may add, that even in these meaner 
eoncems, Almighty God is pleased com- 
monly to reward and encourage upright 
persons by the best suc^cess. For he hath, 
as it were, a natural inclination to gratify 
those who desire to please him ; and as the 
Psalmist expresseth it, hafh pleasure in the 
proHperity of his servants.'^ lie may seem 
concerned in honour to countenance those 
w'ho have regard to his will, and who re- 
pose eonfidenee in his aid ; discriminating 
them from such as presume to act acainst 
or authout him, in defiance to his will, 
with no deference to his providence. As 
they do render him his due respect, by 
submitting to his authority, and avowing 
his power; so he a ill acknowledge them 
by signally favouring their concerns.* Even 
his truth and fidelity are engaged in their 
behalf; seeing he very often hath de. 
dared and promised, tfmt in all matters, 
and upon all ocoasions, be will be ready to 
bless them.* 

X. To conclude; it is an in6nite ad- 
vantage of upright dealing, that at the last 
issue, when all things shall be in(«st accu- 
rately tried and Impartially decided, a man 
is assured to be fully justified in it, and 
plentifully rewarded for As then all 
the deceits, which now pass muter spedous 
masks, shol be laid bai*e all varnish of 
pretence shall wiped off' ; all perverse 
intrigues shall be unravelled; all wicked 
and base intentions shall be quite stripped 
of the veils which now enfold them ; all 
shrewd contrivers and engineers of mis- 
chief ; all practisers of ui^ust and mali- 
cious guile, shall l>e exposed to shame ^ 
sikaU Tie dtmi. in sorrmo so then the 
righteous man shall stand m great hohjU 
ness; his case will be rightly stated, and 
fully cleared from tAanderous aspersions, 
from odious surmises, from unlucky pre- 
judices and mistakes : what he hath done 
shall be approved ; what he hath suffered 
shall he repaired. So that it then evidently 
will appear, that upr4j;ht simplicity is the 
deepest wisdom, and perverse craft the 
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[ merest shallowness ; tbet he who is true 
and just te others, is in<»8t faithful and 
to himself; that whoever doth 
abuse his nei^boui% is his own greatest 
cheater and foe. For, Tn the Sy token 
Gedehedl judge the secrets of men Jesus 

Christy evm man's work shall be made 
The Lord wUl bring to light the 
hmun thhgf of darkness^ and uiil make 
mmifest the counsels of the hearts , md 
then shall every man haoe praise of f/cw/,* 
Unto which our upright Judge, the King 
eterwA^ mmorted^ the only wise 

Qod^ he honour and glory ^ for ever and 
ever. Ameru^ 


SERMON VL 

OF THU DUTY OF PRATES. 

1 Tukss. V. 17- — Pray without eeasitig. 

It is the manner of St. Paul in hia Epistles, 
after that ho hath discussed some main 
poiatB of doctrine or discipline (which oc- 
casion required that he ^ould cleai and 
settle), to propose several good advices and 
rules, in the (»bservance whereof the life 
of Christian practice doth consist. So that 
he thereby hath furnished us with so rich 
a variety of moral and spiritual precepts, 
concerning special matters, subordinate to 
the general laws of piety and virtue, that 
out of them might well be compiled a body 
of ethics, or system of precepts dc ojficiis^ 
in truth and in completeness far excelling 
those which any philosophy hath been able 
to devise or deliver. These herangeth not 
in any formal method, nor linkelh together 
with strict connexion, but freely scatter- 
eth them, so os from his mind (as out of 
a fertile soil, imiiregnated with all seeds 
of wisdom and goodness), they did aptly 
spring up, or as they were suggested by 
that Holy Spirit which continually guided 
and governed him. 

Among divers such delivered here, this 
ia onewhi(*h shall he the subject of my 
present discourse ; the which, having no 
other plain coherence (except by affinity of 
matter) with the rest inclosing it, I shall 
oonsid^ absolutely by itself, endeavouring 
somewhat to explmn it, and to urge its 
{woctice. 

Pray without ceasing. For understand- 
ing these words, let us first consider what 
is meant by the act enjoined, tiien 
what the qualification or circumstance ad- 
joined, withmt ceasing^ doth import. 

1 . Tlie word prayer doth, in its usual la- 
titude of acception, comprehend all sorts of 

• Eom. li* 16. * 1 Cor. lii 13. ii^5. « t Tim.l. 17. 
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demotion, or all that part of re}%iot» 
tice wherein we do ixniii6cliatd| adoreisjs 
ourselves to God, having hj apaacb ^ 
mental) a kind of bitminM and ponr^rsiu 
tion wi& hhn. So it includeth that praise 
which we should yield to God, implying our 
dueestoemof his mostexcellent perfectums, 
most glorious works, most just and wise 
dispensations ofprdvidenee and mice; that 
tbank^ving whereby we sbouldexpress an 
adoctionato presentment of our obligation 
to him for the numberless great benodts 
we receive from him; that aoknowle^- 
ment of our entire dependence upon him, 
or our total subjection to his power and 
pleasure ; together with that pr^cssion of 
faith in him, and avowing of service to him, 
which wc do owe as his natural creatures 
and subjects; that humblo cunfessiou of 
our infirmity, our \ileness, our guilt, ow 
nusory (joined with deprecation of wrath 
and vengeance), which is due from vs as 
wretched men, and grievous siiiners ; that 
petition of things needful or convenient for 
us (of suppl) in our W'ants, of succour and 
comfort m onr distresses, of direction and 
absistanoe in our undertakings, of mercy 
and pardon for our offences), which our 
natural state (our poor, weak, sad, and 
sinful state), doth engage us to seek ; tliat 
intercebsion for othiTS, t^hich general cha- 
rity or special relation do require from us, 
as concerned or obliged to desire and pro- 
mote their good. All these religious per- 
formances, prayer, in its larger notion, 
doth comjiriHe ; according whereto in com- 
mon use the whole body of divin€» service, 
containing all such a<*ts, is termedprayer; 
and temples, e<inbecrated to the perfor- 
mance of all holy duties, ore styled houses 
of prayer ; and that brief directory, or preg- 
nant form of all dovcrtion, which our Lord 
dictated, is called his peayer: and in num- 
berless places of Scripture it is so taken. 

In a blricter sense, it doth only signify 
one particular act among those, the peti- 
tion of things needjfhl or useful for Us. 

But according to the fonm^ more com- 
prehensive meaning, I choose to under- 
stand it here; both because it la most 
commonly so used (then, especially, when 
no distinctive liim^tion is annexed, or the 
nature of the subject-matter doth not re- 
strain it), and because general reasons do 
equally oblige to performance of all these 
duties in the manner here prescribed; nor 
is there any ground to exclude any part of 
delation fi*om continual use; we being 
obliged no less incessantly to praise God 
fop his excellencies, and thank him for liis 
benefits, to avow his sovereign majesty amd 


aftthority, to confess our infirmities and 
miscarriages, than to beg help and taeroy 
from Goa« All devotion, therefin’C, all 
aorta of proper and due address to God, 
(that e-av® o/I prayer and supplU 

oatumy^ which St. Paul olherwhere speak- 
eth of) are here enjoined, according to the 
manner o^oined, teithaut ceasing^ «b«Aii<r- 
TftPif, that is, indesinently, or continuaUy. 

3. For the meaning of which expression, 
we must suppose, that it must not be un- 
derstood as if we were obliged in every in- 
stant or singular point of time actually to 
apply our minds to this practice ; for to 
do thus is in itself impossible, and there- 
fore can be no matter of duty : it is incon- 
sisteut with other duties, and therefore 
must not be practised ; yea, will not con- 
sist with itself i for, that we may pray, we 
must live ; that we may live, we must eat; 
that we may eat, we must work ; and must 
theretbro attend other matters: so that 
actual devotion neither must nor ran swal- 
low up all our time and core. The deli- 
berate operations of our mind are sometimes 
interrupted by sleep, sometimes will be 
taken up in satisfying our natmral appetites, 
sometimes must be spent in attendance 
upon other reasonable employments, com- 
manded or allowed by God ; whence there 
can be no obligation to this practice ac- 
cording to that unlimited interpretation. 
This precept, therefore (as divers others of 
a like general purport and expression), must 
be understood not in a natural, but moral 
sense, at^cording as the exigence of things 
permitteth, or as the reasou of the case re- 
<][U3reth ; so far as it is conveniently jrrac- 
ttcable, or as it is reasonably compatible 
with other duties and needs. But we must 
not so restrain it os to wrong it, by pinch- 
ing it witliin too narrow bounds. How 
then it may be understood, and how far 
it should extend, we shall endeavour to 
declare, by propounding divers senses 
whereof it is capable, grounded upon 
plain testimonies of Scripture, and enfor- 
cibie by good reason ; according to which 
senses we shall togetlier press the obser- 
vance thereof.* 

L Fii'st, then, ftraying incessemily may 
import the mainlaiuing in our soulsa reudy 
dis|K)sition or habitual inclination to devo- 
tion; that which in Scripture is termed 
the spirit of suj^licaHm.^ This, in moral 
esteem, and according to current language 
derived thence, amounteth to a contmual 
practice ; a man being reckoned and said 
to do that, to which he u ever prompt and 

• Ad )rQ Bevlptans ulcnUadinem* — Twri 
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prepense: !t is <taid of the rightedus 

nuui, that he U eoer merciful md 
because he is oonfHtautly disposed to aupplv 
his neighbour with needful relief; althoi^ 
he dotu not ever actually dispense alms^ 
or fhrxnsh his neighbour with supplies for 
his neoesshy .* The words may signify this ; 
they do at least by consequence imply so 
much: for if we do not in this^ we can 
hardly perform the duty in any sense; 
without a good temper fitting, and a good 
appetite prompting to devotion, we scarce 
can or ever will apply ournelvcs thereto. 
If there bO not in our heart a root of de- 
votion, whepre should it spring ? how can 
it live, or thrive ? If the organs of prayer 
are out of kelter, or out of tune, how can 
we pray? If we bo not oceincri, have not 
the loins of our tnind girt^ and ourfiet shod 
tn preparation to the sen ice, when shall we 
set forward thereto?^ My hearty said David, 
is fixed ^ 2 mil sing and give praise :* fixed^ 
tlut is, readily prepared, and steadily in- 
clined to devotion. So should ours con- 
stantly be. Asa true friend is ever ready to 
entertain his firiend with a frank courtesy 
and complacency ; as he ever is apt upon 
occasion for advice and asbistani^ to have 
recourse to hiin : so sh<mld we be always 
cUsposed cheerfully and decent!) to converse 
with God^ when he freely comelh to us, 
or we have need to apply ourselves to him. 
If there be (from stupidity of mind, from 
coldness of affretion, from sluggishness of 
spirit, from worldly distraction) any indis- 
position at averseness thereto, we should, 
ny serious consideration and industrious 
care, labour to remove them ; rousing our 
^irits, and kindling in our aiTet^ons some 
fervcn<rjr of desire toward spiritual things ; 
otherwise we shall be apt to shun, or to 
slip the opportunities inviting to devotion ; 
our hearts will be so resty, or listless, that 
hardly we sliall be induced to perform it, 
when it is most necessary or useful for us. 

II. Praiying incemmtly may denote a 
vigilant attendance (with earnest regmrd, 
and firm purpose) employed upon devotion : 
such atlendance as men usually bestow on 
thc^fr affairs, whereof although the actual 
prowcution sometime doth stick, yet the 
design continually prooeedetb ; the mind 
<*ver so directing its eye toward them, as 
quit^dy to esw, and readily to snatch any 
^vantages of promoting them. This is 
a bind of continuance in practice, and is 
coiuiaonly ao termed : as we say, that such 

* Ot qaanivig tuert UermogGn^s, cantor lamen 
asne t ht, Ac — i/w . 

* Fftitl. Kxwfi Mi 
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an one is building a house, is writing a 
book, is occupying such land, although he 
be at present sleepmg, or eating, or follow- 
ing any other businesa ; because his main 
design never sleepeth, andhU purpose con- 
tinues tmmtenmpted. Thb is that which 
is so often ezijQuied under the phrase of 
watching about prayer. Wateh ye there- 
fore^ and pray always^ saith our Lord, 
CMmte in prayer^ md watch in the same^ 
saith St. Paul. Be ye sober ^ end utatch 
unto prayer^* saith St. Peter. Which ex- 
pressions import a most constant and care- 
nil attendanoe upon this duty : that we do 
not make it a or bya-businebs in 

our life (a matter of small *consideration 
or indifference, of ouriobity, of chance), to 
be transacted drowsily or faintly, with a 
desultorious and slight endeavour, by fits, 
as the humour taketh us; but tiiat, ac- 
counting it a business of the choicest na- 
ture and weightiest moment, we do adlurc 
thereto with unmo\eable pui*pose, regard 
it with undibtracted attention, pursue it 
with unweaiied diligence, being a1wa)s 
upon the guard, w^efiil and expedite, 
intent upon and apt to close w ith any oc- 
casion suggcbting uiatt(*r thereof. That 
we should do thus, reason also doth oblige : 
for that, as in truth no businebs doth better 
deserve our utmost re*^olution and care; 
so none doth more* need them ; nature being 
so hac*kward, and occasion so slippery, that 
if we do not ever mind it, we sbidl bcldom 
practise it. 

III. Praying incessantly may signify, 
that we do actually embrace all fit soasons 
and emergent oceabious of dev otion.* This 
in moral i omputatiou didh pass for con- 
tinual performajK'c : as a tree is said to 
bear tliat fruit, whicli it jiroduccth in the 
season; and a man is accounted to work 
in that trade, which he excrciseth wlun- 
ever he is called thereto. This sense is, in 
several precepts parallel to that in hand, 
plainly expressed. Pray, saith St. Paul^ 
with all prayer csndsuppUcatwn ^ «« 
and, Wedek^ saith our Lord, h «■«»«•) hi- 
praying in every season^ or upon every 
opportunity.** Devotion, indeed, is rai’ely 
unseasonable, or im^>eriinent : Wc may ofic r 
it in season and out of sea- 

sons^ that is, not only taldng opportunities 
presented for it, or urgent^ requiring it, 
Imt i'atohii^ at them, and creating them 
to ourselves, when there is no such appa- 
rent and pressing need of it. Bui there 

* Lukexacl 3S; W 2; Eph vi, 18. 1 Pet.Jv.7; 
Matt xxlv 42, xx\ 13. 
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, »r<j 8omo sj^lal ocoadonBf which more 
iniportunatdjr end iadispeiwaWy do exact 
it ; some seasons there ere (either minis- 
tered by extrinsiosi accidents, or iq^rhffiing 
from intermil ^spositions), when, withemt 
both great blame and tniiuh damage to 
oiurselves, We cannot neglect it: tbnos 
there be most mper and acceptable, when 
we do espeeisay need to pray, and when 
wc are likely to speed well therem. JSWry 
on/* (saitibi the Psalmist) (to is godi^ ttHi 
pray unto thee ni a (to when thm mi^st 
he found; and, My prayer^ saith he again, 
is unto thee in an aaceptabU (to> 

I'hus, when we have received any sin- 
gular blessing or notable favour from Ood, 
when prosperous success hath attended oivr 
honest enterprises, when we have been hap- 
pily rescued from imminent dangers, when 
w e have boon supported in dhfiicnlties, or 
relit'ved in wants and straits ; then is it soa- 
son«ibU' to render sacridees of thanksgivir^ 
and praise to the God of victory, help, and 
mercy ; to adimre and celebrate him, who 
ib <mr ntrens^th^ and our deliverer^ our faith- 
fill iefmu* in tioxdde^ our fortress^ mud the 
rnth of our salvation^ To omit this piece 
of devotion, then, vilo ingratitude, or 
stupid negligence and sloth. 

Whim any rare f»bject or remarkable 
ooeurrtnee doth, upon this theatre of the 
world, iweseiit itself to our view, in survey- 
ing the glorious works of nature, or the 
strange events of Providence ; then is a 
pri»per occasion suggested to send up hymns 
of praise to the power, the wisdom, the 
goodness of the world b gi*oat Creator and 
Governor. 

When wc und< rtake any business of spe- 
cial moment and difficulty, then it is ex- 
p<*dient (wisdom prompting it) to buo for 
God's aid, to commit our affairs into hi<( 
hand, to roconimend our endeavours to 
the biesbiiig of him, by whose guidance all 
things arc ordered. Without whose con- 
course liolhing can ho effiocted, upon whose 
arbitrary disposal all success dependeth.* 

The beginning of any design or business 
(although ordinary, if cousiderahle) is a 
pn^per season of prayer unto him, to whose 
boiiut} and favour we owe our ability to act, 
biipport ill our proceedings, and comfort- 
able issue of what we do (for all our snf 
fiienty is of Idm : wUhrrut kim we can do 
fit thiufr)n Whence we can never apply 
ours(»lvea to any buMueas or work, nor go 
to eat, to bleep, to travel, to tode, to study, 

Loin ** ♦■‘•‘•w *«*{*«|F ■Tfwjywjrftei — Marc 
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with any true content, any reftsonalde se- 
curity, 1 ^ satisfactory hope, if we do not 
first numbly implore the favouraUe pro<^ 
tection, guidance, and assistance of God. 

When we do fall into doubts, or dark- 
nesses (in the eonrse either of our spiritual 
or secular afihirs), not knowingwhot course 
to steer, or which way to turn ourselves 
(a case which, to so blind and silly crea- 
tures as we are, must often happen ;) ^en 
doth the lime bid us to consult the great 
Oracle of truth, the mighty CowueUor^ the 
Father of Sghts^ seeli^ resolution and 
satbtoion, light and wisdom fttm him $ 
saying with tile Psalmist, Show me thy voays^ 

0 lard^ lead me in t^ truths and teach 
me ; for thou art the Ood of my ealuatUm : 
Order nw steps m th^ word,, and let nut my 
mquUyhaoe dominion over me; following 
the advice of St. .lames. If any man lack 
wisdom,^ let him ask of God,, that gieeth to 
aU men UberaUy^ and upbratdHk not ; and 
it shall be given tot.** 

When any storm of danger blustereth 
about us, perilously threatening, or furi- 
ously assailing us with mischief (so that 
hardly by our own strength or wit we can 
hope to evade), then with the wings of ar- 
dent devotion we should dy unto God fmr 
shelter and for relief.® 

When any anxious care distracteth, or 
any heavy burden presseth our minds, wc 
should by prayer case ourbClves of them, 
and disebargo them upon God, committing 
the matter them to hb care and provi- 
dence ; according to that direction of St. 
Paul, JBe earejfkl for nothing : but in every 

gimng your reau^s be made known to 
Gody 

When we dolie under any irksome trouble, 
or sore distress (of want, pain, disgrace), 
then, for succour and support, for ca«>e and 
comfort, we should have recourse to the 
Father of piHes and God of aU consolation; 
who is Kfgft to all that call upon toi, wiU 
also bearthdr cry, andwtll save them; who, 
when the righteous cry,, doth hear thm,, and 
deUveretk (Asm out of all their troubles $ 
who is so often styled the hiding-place from 
troubles^ the kelp and strength,, the shield 
and buckler,^ the rork^ the fortress^ the Ingh 
tewer^ the horn ofsalvatuim^ to all good and 
distressed people.'^ To him we would in 
such a condition have recourse, imitating 

» Jif X 23; Prov. xx. 24; 9; tra. !x, S, Stancs 
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the pious Peolmist , whose pr«otice was thw : 
7n the day of my trouble teonght the Lord: 
J poured otd compUmt before him^ I 
eltowed before kirn my trouble; I called unto 
the TiOrd in my distress t the Lord answered 
me^ and set me in a large plaoe,^ 

When my stnaig temptatiou d4>th invade 
us^ with which by our own strength we osn* 
not grapple, but are like to sink ai^l falter 
under it ; then is it opportune and need** 
ful that we should seek to God for a sup- 
ply of spiritual forces, and the succour of 
ilia abuighty grace, as St. Paul did : when 
there was given to him a thorn in the fleshy 
a messenger of Satan^ to hvffid him ; then 
he besought the Lord thrice that it might 
depart from him : and be had this return 
from God, My grave is sufficient for thee,* 
When also (&om ignorance or mistake, 
from inadvertency, negligence or radmess, 
from weakness, from wantoimt«88,from pre- 
sumption) we have transgressed our duty, 
and incurred sinful guilt ; tlion (for avoid- 
ing the consoquent danger and vcnpancc, 
for unloading our consciences of the bur- 
den and disc^umfort thereof,) with humble 
confmion in our moutlis, and serious con- 
trition in our hearts, we should apply our- 
selves to tho God of mercy, deprecating 
his wrath, and imploring pardon from him ; 
remembering that promise of St. John, If 
we confess otir sinSy he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sww, and to cl^se us from 
ufl iniquity; and that declaration of the 
Wise Man, He that covereth his sms shall 
not prosper: but he that confesseth and for* 
saheih them shall have \ 

In tliesc and the like cases, God by our 
imcessitics doth invite and bummon us to 
come unto him ; and no less foolish than 
hnpious we arc, if we do then slink away, 
or fly from him. Then wo should (as tie 
Apostle to the Hebrews exhorteth) conm 
hotdiy unto the throne of grace y that we way 
obtain mercy y and find grace to help in time ' 
of need y^ (or, for beasoualde relief.*) 

And beside tliose outwardly prompting 
and urging us, there be other opportuni- 
ties, springing from within us, wmch we 
are no less ob%cd and concerned to em- 
liraco. When God by his gentle whnqiers 
cidleUi us, or by liis soft impulses draweth 
us into his presence ; we should then take 
heed of stopping our ears, or tmming our 
hearts from him, refusiiig to hcarlmn or 
to comply.* We must not anywise quench 
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or damp any sparks of devout affection 
kindled in us by the divine Spirit ; wo 
miisl not repel or resist any of his kindly 
suggestions or motions. 

Whenever we feid ourselves well affected 
to, or well framed for devotion; that wo 
have a lively sense of, and a comii^ appe- 
tite to spiritual things ; that our spirits m'o 
brisk and pure, our fancy calm and clear, 
our hearts tender and supple, our oSi'Ctions 
warm and nimble ; then a fair season offer- 
eth itself; and when the iron is so hot, wc 
riiould strike. 

If at any time wc feel any forward in- 
clinations or good dispositions to the jirar- 
ticc of this duty, wo should never chock <»r 
curb thorn, but rather should promote and 
advance them; pushing ourselves forwanl 
in this hopeful career; letting out the 
stream of our affections into this viglit 
channel, that it may run freely therein, 
that it may ovt‘rflow and diffuse itself in 
oxuherajK'o of devotion. Farther, 

IV, Praying incessanihj may signify, that 
we should wdth ashiduous urgency drive on 
the intent of our prayers, never ({uitting it, 
or desisting, till our requests arc gj-.'int('d, 
OP our desires are accomplislrid. Thus do- 
ing, we may be said to pray continually : 
as ho tlml goeth forward in his journey 
(although he sometime doth bait, some- 
time d(»th re.8t and repose himself), Ls said 
}et to be in travel ; or as he tliat doth not 
wave the proset^ution of his cause (altluMigh 
some demurs intervene), is deemed still to 
he in suit. This is that which our Lord 
did in the Gospel prescribe and persumlc, 
where it is recorded of him, that He spake 
a parable unto theniy that men ought always 
to pray and not to faint, ^ That pruyii^ 
uhvaysy the ensuing discourse showeth to 
import restless importunity, and j»er.scve- 
ronce in prayer ; the same which so often 
is commended t<> us by tho phrases of f^n 
not to faint y or falter ; ^8 
not to cease y or give over ; 
to vonfime instant^ or hold out stoutly ; 
to strive earnestly y oi* contest 
and struggle in prayers; ^ais 

hipreert, to abide at supplications ; dyamuv 
h Wvjf to watch with all per-* 

severance^* That which also is implied by 
those terms, which in borijfitural style do 
commonly express dovotiou: by seeking 
God which implieth, that God <loth not 
presently, upon any slight address, discover 
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hiiuaelf in beneficial effeota ansmreraMe to 
our deairos, but after a cai^fiil and painful 
coiitinuanvc in our applioafions to hini : by 
fVuUing upon Qod ^ which feignifieih^ that 
if God do not presently appear, granting 
our requebts, we should patiently stay, on* 
pceting till he be pleased to do It m his 
own bi«bt time, according to that in the 
Pbalm, Ovr eyo» vmt upon the Lord our 
God^ untU he have imtcy upon us:^ by 
hioahing : which intiruafeth that the door 
of grace doth not ever stand open, or that 
we can have an effectual access to God, 
until he, warned, and as it were excited, 
by our earnest imjHnrtunity, pleaseth to 
listen, to disidose himself, to come forth 
unto us. 

A nd this practice reason also doth enforce. 
For there art* .some good tilings absolutely 
necessary for our spiritual life and welfare 
(such as are freedom from had inclinations, 
disorderly affocliuns, sicious habits, and 
noxious errors; the sanctifying presence 
and influence of God's holy Spirit, with 
the blessed graces and su eet rnnts tbe?reof ; 
grow t h in virtue, delight in spiritual things, 
the sense of God's love and favour, with 
tlie like), whicli good reason engagetb us 
pcrso\cringly to seek, as never to rest or 
be satisflod till we have acquired them in 
InTfecl degree; since wo cannot ever do 
well without them, or ever get enough of 
them. In begging other inferior things, 
it may become us to be reserved, iiidiffw. 
rent, and modest ; but about tliese matters 
(wherein all our felicity is extremely con* 
cerned) it were a folly to be slack or timo* 
rous : as we cannot be said immoderately 
to dcMvi* thcn% so we cannot be supposed 
immodobtly to seek them there, whisre only 
they can be found, in God's presence and 
hand.* The case doth boar, 50 a, doth 
require tliat we ^should be eager and hot, 
resolute and stiff, free and bold, yea, in a 
tnauuer peremptory and impudent solici* 
tors with God for them. So our Saviour 
latimateth, where, comparing the manner 
of (xod's proceeding with that of men, he 
re])rcsentetl) one tnend viekliug needful 
succour to another, not kirely U|fon the 
score of friendship, but ha rut- dm*6itavtfar 
hib impudepve; that is, for his confident 
and eontinued urgency, admitting no n>* 
fusal or excuse.^ So doth God, in such 
cases, allow arid oblige us to deal with lum, 
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lietng instant and pertinacious In our re* 
(|uests, giving him m wl® (as the j^ase 
is in the Prophet ;) not enduring to he put 
oiT, or brookmg any repulse; never being 
^scouraged, or cast into des|»dr, by any 
delay or aemblanoo of neglect. Wo may 
teresflc uitk God, like Jacob, and with Jacob 
may say, / wiU not let tltee go except thou 
bhse Thus God suffereth himself to 
be prevailed upon, and ia willingly over- 
come : thus Omnipotence may be mastered, 
and a bappy victory may be gained over 
Invincibility itscli*. Ileaven sumetime may 
be forced by storm (or by the assaults of 
extremely fervent |jrayer ;) it assuredly will 
peld to a long siege. God will not ever 
bold out against tlm attempts of on obsti- 
nate suppliant. So the kingdom of heaven 
tuffereth violence^ and the violent take it by 
forcoJ^ We retd in St. John’s Gospel of a 
man, that, being thirty-eight yearn diseased, 
did wait at the pool of Betbesda seeking 
relief: him our Lord pitied and helped, 
caHiwning his patience with miraculous re- 
lief, and proposing it for on example to us 
of perseverance. It is said of the Fatriart^h 
Inaac, that he entreated the Lord for his 
mfOy because she was barrin ; and the Lord 
was entreated of him^ and Behevea hh wife 
conceived,* Whereupon St. Chrysostom 
dothi^ibscrve, that he had persevered twenty 
vears in that petition.* 

Of good success to this practice we have 
man} assurances in holy Scripture. The 
Lord %8 good unto them that mat fyr him^ 
to the soul that seekeihjdm, lilchscdare ad 
tkty that UHiit for him, Kane that wait on 
him shall be ashamed.^ They that wait upon 
the lAtrd shall renew their strength ; they 
shall mount vp unth wings as eagles ; they 
shall run and not be weary ; they hhcdl walk 
and not faint,* So hath God assured by 
his word, and engaged }nm««olf by {iromise, 
that he will yield unto conotant and patient 
devotion; so tliat it shall never want good 
success. 

Without this practice we cannot indeed 
hmpe to obtain tliose precious things; they 
will not come at an easy rate, or be given 
for a song ; a lazy wish or two cannot fetch 
them clown from heaven. God will not 
bestow them at first asldiig, or deal them 
out in one lump; but it is upon asridifous 
soliciting, and by gradual cKmununieatiun, 
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that ho dihpcnseth them. So hts tirise good 
will, for xtimy special reasons, dl^seth 
hun to proc^ : that we inay (as it be- 
eometh end behoveth ttb) abide nnder a 
continual sense of our natural impotenoe 
and penury ; of our dependence upon God, 
and oblii^tion to him for the free collation 
of those best gifts : that by some diHioulty 
of jprocuritig them we may be minded of 
ttw worth, and Induced the more to prize 
them: that 1>y earnestly seeking them ue 
tmf inmrovo ouT spiritual appetites, and 
excite holy af^'tions: that by much con- 
versuig with heaven our mmds may be 
raised above earthly things, and our hearts 
urified from sordid desires: that we may 
ave a constant omploymont answerable to 
the best capacities of our sotds, worthy our 
care and pain, yielding most solid profit 
and pure delight unto us: that, in fiue, hy 
our greater endeavour in religioub prac. 
tice wc may obtain a more ample reward 
thereof. 

For the same reason indeed that we pray 
at all, we should pray thus with continued 
instance* Wo do not pray to instruct or 
ad\ise God ; not to tell mm news, or inform 
him of our wants (He hmv$ fhem^ as our 
Saviour tclleth us, before we ask ;) i nor do 
we pray by dint of argument to persuade 
God, and bring him to our bent ; nor that 
by fair speech we may cajole him or move 
his affections toward us by pathetical ora- 
tions: not for any such purpose aie we 
obliged to pray. But for that it becometh 
and behovOth us so to do, because it is a 
proper instrument of bettering, ennobling, 
and pOrfectincf our souls j because it brccd- 
etb most holy affections, and pure satis- 
fiictions, and worthy resolutions ; because 
it fitteth us for the enjoyment of happi- 
ness, and leadoth us thitlier : fur such ends 
devotion is proscribed; and constant per- 
socrance therein being needful to those 
purposes Spraying by fits and btaris not 
sufficing to accomplish them), therefore 
such perseverance is required of us. Far- 
ther, 

V. Praying incessantly msy that 

wc do witli all our occupations and odl oc- 
currences interlace devout ejaculations of 
l>rayer and prmso ; liftuig up our hearts to 
God, and breathing fora expressions of 
dcvuHoii^ smtable to the objects and occa- 
sious which present themselves. This as 
it nearly doth approach to the punctual ac- 
complishment of what our textprescriboth, 
so it <tfcmctb required by St. Paul, when 
Jie biddeth us pr/iy always i* in 

«^Wf,and tobing iv ■*■»» UitheJirait,*^ 
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that is, with very frequent elevations of 
spirit in holy thoughts and desires toward 
heaven; with onportune resentments of 
heart, direoUng thanks and praise to God. 
We cannot ever be framing or venttng long 
prayers with our 1^, but almost ever our 
mind can thrpw pious glances, our heart 
may dart good imhes upwards ; so that 
hardly any moment (any con^derablc npace 
of time) mall pass without some lightsome 
flashes of devotion.* As boddy respira- 
tion, without intermission or impediment, 
doth concur with all our actions: so may 
that breathing of soul, which preserveth 
OUT spiritual life, and ventilatetia that holy 
flame within us, well conspire with all oilier 
occupations.f devotion is of a natui’c 
so spiritual, so subtle, and penetrant, that 
no matter can exclude or obbtruct it. Our 
minds are so exceedingly nimble and ac- 
tive, that no business can hold pace with 
them, or exhaust their attention and acti- 
vity, Wp can never be so fully pos'^esscfd 
by any employment, but that divers \a. 
cuities of tunc do intercur, wherein our 
thoughts and affections will be diverted io 
oihermattei s. Asacovetous man. w bntover 
beside he is doing, will be carklng about 
his bags and treasures ; an ambitious man 
will be devising on his plots and projetts; 
a voluptuous man will have his mind in his 
dishes ; a lascivious man will be doling on 
his amours ; a studious uuin will be niuMiig 
on liis notions ; vvery man, according io 
his particuloi' inclination, will lard his bu- 
siness, and besprinkle oil his actions with 
cares and wishes tending to the enjoymont 
of what he most esteemeth and affecteth:{ 
so may a good Christian, through sill his 
undertakings, wind in devout reflections 
and pious motions of soul towai'd the chief 
object of his mind and affection. Most 
businesses have wide gaps, all have some 
chinks, at which dc^voUon may sli}> in. Be 
we never so urgently set or closely intent 
upon any work (be we feeding, be we tra- 
velling, be we trading, be* wc studying), 
notliing yet can forbid but that we may to- 
getlier w edge in a tliought concerning God’s 
goodness, and bolt forth a word of praise 
for it ; but iliat we may reflect on our sins, 
and s]>cnd a penitential sigh on them ; but 
that wc may aescry our need of God’s help, 
and dispatch a brief petition for it : a God 

* Bed non iwUs perapiduni qiianiiim luititra human) 
Ingeml valeat. ipue ita ^ afiiUlK el i eUix, sk In onmiun 
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he firaised^ ^ Lord him mercy ^ a Godhleas^ 
OP G(hI help me^ nowise inUTfwpt or 
disturb oup proceedinjjs.* As worldly cauvs 
and de&ires do often intrtide and creoi> In- 
to our devotions, distracting and denling 
thorn { so may spiritual thoughts and holy 
affections m^nuate themsclvos into, and 
hallow our ^>ecular transactions. This prac- 
tice is very possible, and it is no loss expe- 
dient ; for that if our amployinents be not 
thus seasoned, they can have no true life or 
savour in them ; they will in themselves be 
dofiwi and putrid, they will be foul and noi- 
some, or at least flat tmd insipid unto us. 

There are some other good meanings 
of this precept, according to which Holy 
Scripture (l>aci^^d with good reason), oh- 
liftethus to observe it; but those (together 
with the general inducements to the prtic- 
tjce of this duty) that I may not farther 
now tresjjass on your patience, I shall re- 
:>erve to another opportunity. 


SERMON VII. 

OI THE DUTY OF PRATER. 

1 Tru.b**. V. 17.— Pwy without ceasing 

WjiAT the prayer here enjoined by St. 
Patil doth import, and hovr by it univer- 
sjilh nil sorts of devotion should be midrr- 
sKxmI, we <li<l forin(‘rly di‘^emir^r. How, 
also, aeeonling to divers senses (groundtd 
in Holy Scripture, and enforced by good 
rt ason), v/o may }»erform this duty mm- 
•sfmtly^ wc did then declare; five such 
.‘‘en^es we did iiuntion and prosecute: 1 
shall now add two or three more, and press 
them. 

VI. Vrayh>\^ then, incessantly^ may im- 
ph , that wc do appoint certain times oonve- 
luontly distant for the practice of devotion, 
and carefully observe them. To keep the 
.lews in a constant exercise of divine wor- 
ship, God did constitute a sacrifice, which 
was called Tnmidh (ft the 

cmlimal sacrijice. And as that sacrifice, 
In ing constantly offeretl at set times, was 
thence denominated ctmimuni; so may we, 
by punctually observing fit reiums of ck- 
\orMm, be said to pray incewmtly,* 

And great reason there is that we should 
do so, Fwt we knoiv that all persons, who 
would not lead a loose and slattmng life, 
^)ut design with good oSsui'anco and advan- 
tag(» in prosecute an orderly course of ac- 
lion, arc wont to distribute their time into 
several parcels; assigning some part there* 
of to the iiecessai 7 refection of tb<*ir bodies, 

• n<Te hwnawt 'I \irn» m, « fflSw, ztn utMrt- 
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• il>au via. U. Uob. .mu s , Iteh x. 


OF PRAYER. 5* 

fwime to the convenient relaxation of their 
minds, some to the dispatch of their ordi- 
naa^ affairs ; some also to familiar convciv 
sation, and intcrehangmggooil offices with 
their mends rf considering, that otherwrise 
tHey shall be uncertain, and unstable in 
idl their ways,^ And in this distribution 
of time devotion surely should not lack its 
flhaife ; it rather justly claimeth the choicest 
|)ortion to be allotted thereto, as being in- 
comparably tho noblest part of our duty, 
and maiaest concernment of our Uvea. The 
feeding our souls and nourishing our spi- 
ritual life, the refreshing our spirits with 
those no less pleasant tlum wholei»ome ex- 
ercises, the driving on our oorre^tpondence 
and commerce with heaven, the improving 
our friendship and interest with God, are 
affairs wiJch above all others do best de- 
serve, and most need losing secured. They 
must not, therefore, be lort at random, to 
l>c done by the bye, as it hittetli by chance, 
or as the mney t^etb us. If wo do not de- 
pute vacant seasons, and fix periodica! re- 
titfns for demotion, ongoing oursehes by 
firm resolution, and inuring our niinfis by 
constant usage to the strict observance t>f 
them, secluding from them, as from ^ acred 
enclosure^, ail other businesses* ; we shall 
often be dangeroufly tempted to neglect it, 
we 6bflll be commonly listless to it, prone 
to defer it, easily seduced from it by the 
onevoaehment of other affairs, or tntife- 
ment of <ither pleasures. It is ivtpnviti* 
that our souls abo (no less tlian our bodic s) 
Oiould ha^c their meals, scttleil at su^h 
iuimals as the maintenance of their lift*, 
their health, their strcngtli and vigoiur, tlo 
rci|uire ; that they may nut perish or lan- 
guifth for want of timely rqwusts; that a 
good appetite may duly spring up, prompt- 
mg and instigating to them ; that u sound 
knnpor and robust constitution of soul may 
be preserved by them. 

rraym arc the bulwarks of piety and 
good conscience, the wliich ought to be 
placed so as to flank and relieve one an- 
«*ther, together with the interjacent spai’es 
of oui* life ; that the enemy (///e sin which 
doth so easily beset vs) maj not <‘onie on 
between, or at any time assault us, willi- 
out a force su&dently near to reach and 
repel him.® 

In determining these seasons and mea- 
sures of time accordhiff to just pn^iortiou, 
honest prudenoe (weighing the sevend con- 
ditions, capacities, and circumstancoa of 
each person) must arbitrafe. For some 

t tyiphi allqwtd forehsilMU atiqiUd dc- 
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difference is to be made between a mer^ 
chant and a monk, betweett thole who fol- 
low a court, and those who reside in a 
cloistejT or a college. Some men having 
great enciunbrancoi of businesii and duty 
by neceisity im{>osed <m them, winch con- 
sume much of their tune, and engim their 
thoughts; of them, in reason, neraer so 
frequent recourses to, nor so long contbu- 
anoe in prayer can be demanded, as from 
those who eigoy more abundant leisure, 
and freer scope of thoughts. But some dt 
times all may and must allow, which no 
avocation of imsmesB, no distraction of care, 
should purloin feom them. 

Certain seasons and periods of this kind 
nature itself (in correspondence to her un« 
alterable revolutions) doth seem to define 
and prescribe ; those wliich the Hoyal Pro- 
phet recommendeth, when he saith, It is 
a good thing to pve thanks imto the Lord^ 
and to sinff pra^s unto thy name^ O thou 
Most High : To shofo forth thy loeingMnd- 
ness every mornings and thnfmhfainess every 
n^hU^ Every day wc oo recover and re- 
ceive a new life from God ; every morning 
w e do commence business, or revive it ; 
from our bed of rest and security we then 
issue forth, exposing ourselves to the cares 
and toils, to the dangers, troubles, and 
temptations of the world : then especially, 
therefore, it is reasonable that we should 
Hacrifiee thanks to the gracious preserver 
of our life, and the faithful restorer of its 
supports andcomfbrts ; that we should crave 
his direction and help in the pursuit of our 
honest undertakuigs ; that to his protection 
from sin and mischief we should recom- 
mend otirselves and our affairs ; that, by 
oflering up to him the first-fruits of our 
diurnal labours, we should consecrate and 
consign them idl to his blessing ; that as 
we lire then wont to salute all the world, 
80 then chiefly with humble obeisance we 
should accost him, who Is ever present with 

and continually watchffil over us. Then 
also peculiarly devotion is most seasonable, 
bec'Ruse then our minds being less prepos- 
sessed and pestered with other cares, our 
fancies !)oconung lively and gay, our meino- 
rios fresh and prompt, our spirits copious 
an<l brisk, we are better disposed for it. 

Every night, also, reason calleth for these 
duties, re(piiring tliat we should close our 
business and wind up all our cares in de- 
votion ; that we sihoiud then bless God for 
his meious preservation of us from the 
manifold hazards and the sins to which we 
stooil obiioxitms ; that we should implore 
his mercy ior the inauifold neglects and 
xcU. i.2>h. Hi 
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transgressions of our duty, which through 
the past we have incurred ; that, our 
minds being then so tired with study juid 
core, our spirit so wasted with labour and 
toil, that we cannot any longer sustain our- 
selves, but do of our own accord sink down 
into a posture of death, we should, as dying 
men, resign our sotds into God*B hand, de- 
positing ourselves and our concernments 
mlo his oustody, who alone doth never steep 
nor shmber:*' praying that he would guard 
us from all the oanj^rs and distnihances 
incident to us in that state of forgetfubess, 
and mterregnwn of our reason; that he 
would grant us a happy resurrection in 
safrty and health, with a good and cheer- 
ful mind, enablbg us thereafter comfort, 
ably to ei^oy ourselves, and delightfully to 
servo him. 

Thus if we do constantly bound and cir- 
cumscribe our days, dedicating those must 
remarkable breaks of time unto God's ser- 
vice, since beginning and end do compre 
bend the whole, seeing, in the computation 
and style of Moses, evening and morning do 
constitute a day ; wc may with some good 
congruity be said to pray incessantly. 

Especially if, at the middle distance be- 
tween those extremes, we are wont to in- 
terpose somewhat of devotion. For as then 
usually our spirits, lK*ing somewhat shat- 
tered and spent, do need a recruit, ena- 
bling us to pass tb'ough the residue of the 
day with its inctunhent busmess ; so then 
it would do well, and may be requisite, in 
a meal of devotion to refresh our souls witii 
spiritual sustenance, drawn frtnn the iM*ver- 
failing storehouse of Divine grax'C ; which 
may so fortify ua, that with due vigour and 
alacrity we may perform the ensuing duties 
to God's honour and our own comfort. 
Thus to practise was the resolution of the 
Psalmist, that great master of devotion: 
Evening (said he) and mornings and atnoon^ 
will I pray ^ and ery aloud J And this was 
the custom of the m»ble Daniel, from which 
no occasion could divert, no hazard could 
deter him : He kneeled (saith the story) upon 
his knees three times a^iy^anxl prayed^ awl 
gave thanks before his God.* 

These are times which it is lu'ccssary, 
or very expedient that all men (even per- 
sons of highest rank, and gi*eatest employ- 
ment) should observe. Those even of old 
were the practices of reli^ouspcr.sons, not 
expressly prescribed by God's law, but as- 
sumed by tliemselves; good reason suq- 
gesting umm to the first practiserH, and 
the consenting example of pious men after- 
ward enforcing them. 

« ciSkU 4. * ViMil. Iv. t7. 9 Dan. vl. 10. 
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(iod indeed did luxi^lf in hS$ Law, or 
by his Pi*uj)het$, appoint publje and ai^enm 
ceJebrations of worship to himself, in sa* 
rrifices (inrolving prayer and accompamed 
therewiA) oonstanHy to be^ offered creiy 
morning and evening: reiigtous princes 
also did institttte services of thanksgiving 
and praise to be performed at those times 
but there doth not ^ip^ any direct insti- 
lution of private devotion, or its circum- 
stanees ; but the practice thereof seemeih 
originallY to have been pnrely yohmiai^, 
managed and measured according tO the 
reason, by the choice of each person ; yet 
4.0, that the practice of eminently good 
men leading, and others following, it gi^w 
into a kind of common law, or standi^ 
rule (^teeming to carry an obligation mm 
it), to observe the time apecidod. 

Besides those three times, there were 
further other middle times observed by 
devout people, who had leisure and dis- 
position of mind thereto; once bt'tweorj 
morning and noon, and once between noon 
and evening were sequestered to that pur- 
pose : whence, in the Act<i, the ninth hour 
of the day (that is, the middle interval be- 
tueen noon and evening) is called the hour 
of prayer.' Yea, some did impose on them- 
selves the observation of two other times, 
one b(‘tween evening and midnight, the 
other lietwcen midnight and morn. To 
which practice those places in the Psalms 
do seem to jtllude : My mouth skull praihe 
Hire with joyful Vtjys^ urfieu I reniember thee 
on my bed^ and no mtait cm thee in the night 
witeiivs, J prevented the dinening of the 
mornings ajid cried: Mine eyes preoent the 
nigtil watches, that I may meditaie on thy 
uvtdJ And plainl) the whole number of 
those times which the Pbalmiat obbcrved, 
IS oxpres'^ed in those words : JSevtn times 
iuday will I jtraire thee^ became of thy 
righteous judgments.^ Which examples, 
whoever shall choose to follow (in any 
iiieaHure), he shall do wisely and coin- 
m<'QdabJy ; he shall certainly have no c;iuse 
to repent ; he will find it richly w<»rth Ids 
while ; great benefit Siod comfort will tlience 
accrue unto liim. 

If indeed Jews were so liberal in assign- 
ing, so jniuctual in affording such jjortions 

01 time for yielding praise, and offering 
4. ipplicatioius unto God ; how moch more 

and ready, more carefid and diligent, 
sriouid we be in this way of practice I— we 
who have a religion so fisr more spiritual, 
and exempt from corporeid encumbrances ; 

, ''S Ctiron, il 4; 1 Chron. xvl. 40. 41; xxlU. 30; 
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precepts so much more express and dear ; 
so much higher obligations and stronger 
encourni^ments to tlus duty 1— whom God 
in especial manner so graciously doth in- 
vite, BO powerfully doth attract unto him- 
self! But further, 

VIL More espema^y this precept may 
^ supposed to exact from us a compliance 
in carefully observing the times of devo- 
tion ordained by pu^c authority, or set- 
tied by general custom. ‘ This in a popular 
and legal sense is doing a thing iudebi- 
nently, when we perform it so often aa 
is required by law or custom* So the 
Apostle to the Hebrews saith of the priests^ 
that the^ toent almys into the teibemacle^ 
aactmphshing the service of God always^ 
that is, at all the solemn times appointed. 
And thus of the Apostles it is amrmed by 
St. Luke, that they toere continuattu in the 
temple^ Uemng am peaking God:'^ that 
is, they constantly resorted thither at tlie 
stated times of concourse for prayer. This 
giH>d rca»sqR«idso plmniy doth enjoin ; for 
that the xi^iectmg it is nut only a disor- 
derly behaviour in a matter of high conse- 
quence; a criminal disregard and disobe- 
dience to authority ; a scandalous contempt 
of our neighbours, from whobe laudable 
fiishion we discost; a wrongful deserting 
the public, to whose good, mainly promoted 
by tne public worship of God, wc do owe 
the contribution of our endeavour; but 
a heinous affront to Almighty God, who 
thereby is plainly dishonoured, and in a 
manner openly disavowed ; a huge preju- 
dice to rel^on, the credit and powt^r 
whereof, without visible profession, exem- 
plary compliance, mutual consent and en- • 
eouragement, cannot be upheld. Were 
there times by law or custom defined (as 
in some places indeed there arc), when all 
men should be required in person solemnly 
to attend on their prince, for professing 
ilidr allegiance, or deferring any homage 
to him ; would not those who should w d- 
fiilly refuse or decline appearance, W justly 
chargeable as guilty of dislioia uring and 
wrongixg him ? — would not their such de- 
failance pass for sufficient proof that they 
do not acknowledge 1dm ? that at least tln^y 
do not much regard or value him? So, by 
not joining at stated tiim^s in ceLabration 
of divine worship^ we m^ be well con- 
ceived wholly to disclaim God, or greatly 
to disesteem him ; to slight religion, as a 
tiling insi^ficant and Unprofitable. Do 
we not indeed thereby more than intimate, 

4 
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that w« lUtle beljw God to be our sove- 
i^ign Lord 'and Governor ; that we stand 
in no great awe or dread of him ; that we 
are not mnch sensible of his benefits and 
mercies 5 that we repose small trust or 
hope in him ; that we do not take ottrsclves 
much to want h3«i protection, his guidance, 
his assistance, h}s tkvour and merejr? Are 
we not in efibet like to those in Job, who 
wynnia (Jotl, D^mrifrom us; for wr tie* 
ilre not the knowietfgr of thy VHiysf What 
x» tht Almighty^ that we slumld seroe hiw r 
or what profit shaH toe htme^ if we pray unto 
hitaf^ Thus the standers-bj connnonl^r 
(some so as to be mw'h offended at, others 
so as to be corrupted by our ba<l example), 
will interpret tills neglect: and so as- 
suredly God himself will take it from us, 
and accordingly deal with ns* As he claiin- 
eth this public attendance on him for his 
due : ( Givp^ proclaimeth he by the mouth 
of one of hib gi‘oat Heralds, Gioe unto the 
Lord^ O ye mighty^ give unto the Lord 
ghry amt strength : Give vpo the Lord 
the ghry due to fas name : worsXw the Lord 
in the beauttf of holiness ho it we to his 
wrong and disgrace refuse to yield it, wc 
shall certainly find answerable resentment 
and recompense fi*oui him: that as wc arc 
careless to serve him, so he will be un- 
mindfhl to bless us ; as we are backward 
to avow and glorify him, so he will not be 
furnard to own and grace us; as we do so 
deny him before men^ so he mil deny us 
before them olso.^ What other measure 
indeed can wo imagine, or expect to rc- 
cei\c? Will God, think we, be so partial 
and fond to us, so disregardful and iiijuri- 
ouR toward himself, that lie will louchsafe 
to appear in favour to us, when we deign 
not to appear in respect to him ? lliat he 
will openly tender our repute, when we 
apparently disrcgai*d his honour ? that he 
will employ his wisdom, or exert his power, 
in our behalf, when we scarce will think a 
thought, or stir a step, for his service? 
Can we hope that he will freely dispense 
prosperous success to our enterprises, w hen 
we either care not or scorn to implore his 
help ? that he will reach foi’th undeserved 
blesHings to us, wlien we subtract due 
praises fi^om him? that he will anywise 
sltow himself bountiful and merciful toward 
us, when we so palpably are iiijust and in- 
gralf ful toward him ? No : surely he scometh 
the Horners ; and whosoever dtspmih hUn^ 
simll fte lightly esteemed io he expresdy 
hath Uirealcned ; and Hceing he is both iii- 
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faJlIbly true, and mvinciUv able, we may 
reasonably presume that he will accom- 
plish his word. 

VIIL liastly, Praying incemntly may 
import at large a frequemiy m devotion. 
Tms words St least do enact or nooes* 
sarily imply, however expounded* For do- 
ing meessantfy oannoT imply less than doing 
frequently: in no tolerable sense can we 
be said to do that continually , which wc do 
seldom : but it is an ordinary scheme of 
speech to say that a man doth that always, 
which he la wont to do, and perfonneth 
I often. As of the pious soldier {^meliu<i, 
it is said, that he getvs much alms to the 
fieople^ and jrrayed to God alway ;• luid of 
Anna the prophetesss, that she departed not 
from the temple^ hut served God with pray> 
ers and fustmgs night and day that is, 
she frequently resorted to the temple, and 
served God with ati assiduous constancy. 
As the words may bear, and do imoho 
this sense, so doth the reason of the case 
enforce it: for very just, very fit, very 
needful it is, to practise thus. There is 
ever at band abundant reason for, and aj)- 
posite matter of, devotion; iberi'lore no 
large space of time should |^ss without it. 
there 1 k‘ perpetually dcpeiidinginany causes 
thereof ; whence there is not to be allowed 
any long vacation ficom it. As every mo- 
ment, w c, from God*s mercy and bimnt \ , 
partake great fiivours ; so should wc oflt u 
render thanks and praise for them: fm* 
pcrpctuallj to receive courtesies, and raridy 
to return acknowledgments, is notorious 
ingratitude and iniquity. We freijuentlv 
(and in a manner continually) do fall into 
sins; often therefore we are obliged to 
confess sins, we are concerned to deprecate 
wrath, and beg mercy ; otlu'rwrise we must 
long crouch under the sore biwden of guilt, 
the sad dread of punishment, the bitter 
pangs of remorse, or the desperate hazard 
of stupid cibduratiou. Whatever we design 
or undertake, toward the good mana||;e- 
ment and happy success thereof, we (being 
i^orant and impotent creatures) do nccii 
the guidance, the assistance, and the bless- 
iHjj of God: so often, therefore, it is re- 
quisite that we should be seeking aud sueing 
lor them ; if not, we do not only transgrcs'i 
our duties, but fondly neglect or foully be- 
tray our own concernments. The cuusi^s, 
thei'cforc, of devotion, being so constant, 
the efiects in some correspondence should 
be frequent. 

Such frequency is indeed necessary for 
the breeding, the noui*ishmeut, the grow tli 
aud impruvemciit of all piety. Dei otioii is 
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that haly and heavenly fire« wbioh dartoth 
into <»ur mti^ the Ught of dpiritual know- 
ledge, which kindleth in our hearts tlie 
warmth of holy dedre& : if, thereforo, we 
do eoniinue long absent from it, a lught 
of darkness will overspread our minds, a 
deadening coldness will »eue upon our af- 
fections* It is the best food of our souls, 
w^ch preserveth their life and health, 
which repau*eth their strength and vigour, 
M Juch rendereth them lustv and active : if 
wo therefore bng abstain it, we shall 
starve or pine awa^ ) we sludl bo faint and 
feeble in all relii^ous performances ; we 
shall have none at aU, or a very languid 
and meagre piety. 

To maintain in us a constant and steady 
dispo.^ition to obedience, to correct our 
perverse inclinations, to curb our unruly 
passions, to strengtbou us api^t tempta- 
tions, to comfort us in anxieties and dis- 
tresses, we do need continuaJ supplies of 
grace from GcmI; the which ordinarily are 
communicated in devotion, as the ch^ned 
which ('onveyeth, or the instrument wldch 
helpt 111 to procure it, w the condition upon 
which it ib granted. Faith, hope, love, 
'spiritual comfort and joy, all divine graces, 
are ehudly clicMted, exprew>ed, exercised 
tluTcin and thereby : it is tlicTefore needfol 
tlwt it should treijuently be used; seciug 
oth< rwise we shall he in danger to fail in 
discharging our chief duties, and to want 
the hcbt graecb. 

It is focijuency of devotion also which 
niaintuiiH'th that friendship with God, which 
is the soul of piety. As familiar couversa. 
titui (wherein men do express their minds 
and adectioiH umtuaJly) breedeth iiequaiut- 
fUDLce, and chtrisheth grM>d*will of men to 
rme unothei*, but long forbearance tliereof 
diusoheth or slackenetli the brtnds of ouiitv, 
hrealdtig titieir intimacy, and cooling their 
kiudnoss ; so is it in rosnect to God : it is 
frwjuent converse with him, which heget- 
teth a particular acquaintance with him, a 
mindful regard of him, a hearty liking t<» 
him, a delightful taste of his goodness, and 
consequently a biuoere and solid goixl-will 
tf»ward him ; but intermission thereof pro- 
duceth Chtrangement or enmity toward him. 
If we seldom come at (»od, we shall little 
1 ini>w him, not inucli care for him, bcaree 
reincuiher him, rest insensiblo of lii.s love, 
and regardless of hib iavour ; a (‘oldncsb, 
a shyness, a distabte, an antipathy toward 
him, will by degrees creep upon us. Ab- 
stinence from his company and jirebencc 
will ciust us into conversations destvnetivc 
or prejudieia] to our foiendbhip witli him ; 
wherein soon we sliall luntract familiarity 
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and friendship with his enemia^ (the world 
and the tlesh), which arc inconsistent with 
love to him, whicli will diwose us to forget 
him, or t« dislike and loatho him, 

, It is, in fine, the foequency of devotion 
which alone can secure any practice there- 
of, at least any practice thereof duly qua- 
lified; so hearty, so easy, so sweet and 
delightful as it should be. We have all a 
natural a^nerseness or indiiq)osition thcn'cto, 
as requiring an abstraction of thoughts and 
afifbctions ftom sensible things, and a fas- 
tening them upon objects purely spiritual ; 
a rearing our heavy spirits above their 
common pitch ; a staying and settling our 
roving fancies ; a composing our vain hearts 
in a sober and steady frame, agreeable to 
devotion : to (‘ffemt which things is a matter 
of DO small difficulty and pain ; which there 
fore, withoiit much use and exercibc, can- 
not aecumplished ; but w ith it, may : bo 
that by frequent practice, the bent of our 
heart beinjf tum^ the strangeness of the 
thing ceabing, the difficulty of the work 
being surmounted, we shall obtain a good 
propension to the duty, and a great satib- 
laction therein. 

This will render the way into God’s pre- 
sence smooth and passable ; removing, as 
all other obstacles, so particularly those* of 
fear and doubt in respect to God, which 
may deter or discourage us from ajipruach- 
ing to him. God being mobt holy and pun , 
most great and gloricms, we, sensible of our 
corruption and vilcness, may bo ftsirful aiul 
shy of coming near unto him. Hut when, 
cotiiiug into his presence, we do find, that 
SttcA e/s hu majesty ?>, suck is /lis mefry; 
when we do taste rnul See that the J,(nd is 
good} when by e\pencn(*e we fetl, thatm 
his presence there is fairness of Joy; being 
abundantly satisfied uith the fatness vf his 
house; having oiu* souh there sathfied ns 
with marrow and fatness ; finding, that a 
day in his courts is betUr than a thousand 
spent otherwhere ; '* perc* i\ ing that he bid- 
deth ub welcome, that he Ireatt th us kindly, 
that he sendeth us aw a} rofreslh'd with 
I bW'cetest comforts, andri'warrted with most 
I excellent benefits; this will not only n*- 
! concile our luwta to devotion, but draw 
U 8 into a cordial liking iuid earnest tlesire 
thereof ; such as the Psalmist expresseth, 
when he saitli, My soul longeth^ yea^ even 
fainteth^ for the counts oj the Land: my 
heart ana luy Jlesh crieth out for the limng 
(Jod,^ This will ingag<‘ us info strong 
resolutions t)f constantly practising it ; such 
as the same holy per*‘OU again deelaipth in 
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those wor<1s : 7 love the lAnrd^ because he 
hath heard ^ny poice and my suppHcetions, 
Bt*eauee he hath inclined hie ear unto me^ 
therefore will 2 rail upon him ue long 
I lire. ^ HonoO) instead a£ a suspidoiis 
estran^dnesft, a serrile dread, or an hos- 
tile disatfeetlon toward God, there will 
spring up an humble conddenoe, a kind- 
ly reverence, a hearty love toward him 5 
which will upon all occasions drive us to 
him, hoping for his friendly succour, long- 
ing after his kind embraces. So will the 
frequency of devotion render it facile and 
pleasant/ Whereas, on the contrary, dis- 
use thereof will make it at any time hard 
and irksome; strengthening and incTeaedng 
our natural averseness thereto ; perform- 
ing it seldom, we sliall never perform it 
well, with that attention, that affection, 
that promptitude, that willingness and ala- 
crity, which are due thereto. 

According to so many senses, in so many 
respec'ts, jriay wc, and should we, observe 
this precept. From thus praying continu- 
ally there can he no good exception or just 
excuse. The most common pleas that will 
hr alleged for the omission thereof are two ; 
one drawn from external avocations, the 
other from internal indispositions obstruct- 
ing it ; both of which are so far from be- 
ing good, that being s<*anned, they will soon 
appear serving rather to aggravate than to 
excuse or abate the iiogJcct. 

I. 1 cannot, sailh one, now attend to 
prayers, be<*aui?c 1 am nfrt at lib* s’ty, or at 
leiMire, being urgently called away, and 
otherwise engaged by important affairs, 
liow much u dam this aj>oj<»gy is, we shall 
presently descry, by asking a few ques- 
tions al>out it. 

1. Do we take devotion itself to be no 
business, or a business of no considera- 
tion ? Do wc conceit, when we pay God 
liis debts, or disdiargo our duties toward 
him, when we crave his aid or mercy, 
when we solicit the main concernments of 
our soul (yea, of our body also and its 
estate), that we are idle or misemployed; 
that we lavisli ooi* time, or lose our pains? 

2, What other affairs can wo have of 
greater moment or necessity than this? 
Gan there be any obligation more indis- 
pensable than is that of yielding due re- 
spect and service to our Maker, our great 
Patron, our most liberal Benefactor ? Can 
there bo any interest more close or weighty 
thou this, of providing for our soul's eter- 
nal health and happiness? Is not this, 
indeed, the grt^ai work, the only necessary 
mattfr^ ju (omparisou whereto all other 
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oootmidionB are mere triiling, or unpro- 
ff table Addling about nothing? ^ What will 
all other business signify, imat will come 
of it, if this be neglected ? Busy we may 
be, we may plod, we may drudge eternally % 
but all to no end. All our care is in eifret 
improvidence, all our Industry may be well 
reckoned idleness, if God be not served, 
if our souls are not secured. 

3. If we survey and prise all worldly 
bu^nesses, whadi amohg thetn will appear 
so importunate as to demand, so gro^y as 
to devour, so worthy at least as to deserve 
all our time, that wV cannot spare a few 
minutes for inaintaiidng our most pleasant 
intercourse, and most gainful commerce 
with heaven? Whatare the great businesses 
of the world? what but scraping and scram- 
bling for pelf, coutriving and compassing 
designs of ambition, courting the favour 
and respect of men, making provision for 
carnal pleasure, gratifying fond curiosity 
or vain humour ? And do any of tliese de- 
serve to be put into the scale against, shall 
all of them together be able to away down, 
our spiritual employments? Sliall these 
images, these shadows of busiiKvss, sup- 
plant or crowd our devotion ; tliat which 
procureth wealth inestimably prccitnis, 
pleasure infinitely satisfactory , honour in- 
comparably noble above all this world can 
afford ? It the e-npense of time be, as the 
Philosopher snhl, 

the moht precious expense that can Im' ; ^ 
how can it be better laid out than upon the 
worthiest tilings, such as devotion alone 
can afford the purchase and possession of? 
True virtue, sound wisdoni. a quiet con- 
science*, and steady tranquillity of mind, 
the love and favour of God, a title unto 
endless joy and bliss, are purelv the gifts 
of beav(*n ; and thence they will not de- 
scend of themselves, but prayer must fetch 
them down. If nothing, then, in the world 
be compfirable to tliose things, how can any 
time be so well spent as in prayer, which 
aequireth them; which also best Bocm*cth 
whatever we have, and is the readiest way 
to procure whatever we want ? 

4. Should we not farther, honestly com- 
paring things, easily discern, tliat it is no 
such indispensable business, but rather in- 
deed some base dotage on lucre, sonic in- 
veigling iMiit of pleasure, some bewitching 
traubpori of fancy, that crossoth our devo- 
tion ? Is it not often a complimental vibit, 
an appointment to tattle or to tipple, a 
match for sport, a wild ramble in vice or 
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foUjr, that t» deepljr angiagetli ue to pnt «ff 
uur iiutv; 

5. Yea, is it not ooiifimonlf doth rather 
than activity, an mrmnosB from thi», 
rallier than an inolmation to any other 
eniploymcnt, which diverteih na from unr 
prayera? Is not, laay , the true reason why 
we pray so seldom, not because we are 
very busy, but because we are eitremely 
idle ; so idle, that ae cannot willingly take 
the pains to umorew our affectious from 
senfflble things, to reduce our wandering 
thoughts, to compose our hearts into a 
right frame, to bend our untoward indi* 
nations to aoompliancewifh our duly? Is 
it not because wc do not feel that savour 
and satisfretion in these, which we do in 
other trivial and worthless employments, 
nor will be at the trotable to work such dia* 
positions in our souls? Do we not betake 
ourselves to other conversations and com- 
nierees merely for refuge, shunning this 
iuto^cour^e with God mid with ourselves? 
These, 1 fear, are oftener the real causes 
of our neglecting devotion, than any such 
might} avocations which we pretend. 

6. fiiit were there, indeed, not only a 
counterfeit or imaginary, but a rt^al com- 
petition between devotion and other lawM 
buBiness, which, m reason, should carry 
it ; in conscience, which of the two should 
be forborne or suspended ? Is it not evi- 
ileutly better, that the piiTi-uit of our tem- 

E oral interests, whatever they be, sh<mld 
e a little checked, than that our affairs of 
everlasting consequence should be quite 
laid a*iide ? that we should venture a small 
Jtiipairiiig of onr estate, than surely en- 
damage our souls? that wo haeard to dis- 
appoint or a man, tlian dare to 

afiront and oneiid the Almighty Gc»d ? 

7. Were it nut strangely absurd and 
unhandsome to say, i cannot wait on God, 
because 1 mast speak witli a friend ; I can- 
not go to church, although Godcalleth me 
thither, because £ must naste to market; 
1 cannot stand to pray, because I am to 
receive money, or to make up a bargain ; 
1 cannot discharge my duty to God, be- 
cause a gi'eater obligation than that doth 
lieuponnie? Howuncanoeivable an honour, 
how unvaliisblc a benefit is it, that the in- 
comprehensibJy great and glorious Miyesty 
of heaven doth vouohsafr us the liberty to 
approach so neai* unto him, to converse so 
freely with him, to demand and derive from 
his l»and the supply of all our needs, and 
satisfaction of all our reasonable desires? 
and^ is it then just or seemly, by such com- 
parisons to disparage his favour, by such 
pietcnces to boiHe with lii** guwlness ? 
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I Put the case our prince should call 
us to speak with liim about matters nearly 
touching his service and uur welfrre i would 
it be aocordii^ unto duty, discretion, or 
depency, to reply, that we are at present 
tmsyh and have no leisure^ and mmi there- 
fore hold ourselves excused; but that, if 
be wiU stay awldle, at another time, when 
we have less to do, wo shall be perha|is 
dispoeed to wait upon him ? The caso is 
propoiuidod by our Lord in that parable, 
wherein God is representiMl as a ^eat man 
that hod prepared afeast, and invited many 
guests thereto ; but thev excused them- 
selves: Oae mid^ that he had parckaml 
Imd^ md must needs go out to bee it ; an- 
other had bfmght five yoke of oxen^ mid 
nmt go to prove them , another had mar- 
ried a wifi , and therefore rauld not come.* 
The«e indoed weire atfairs considerable, as 
this world bath any; but yet the excuses 
did not satisfy: for, notwithstanding, the 
great person was angry, and took tlie 
neglect in huge disdain/ 

8. Moreover, if we reflect what vast 
portionb of time we squander away upon 
our petty matters, upon voluptuous enjoy- 
ments, u|K>nfruitleS') pastimes, upon imper- 
tinent talk; how can we satisfy ourseives 
in not allotimg competent time for God’s 
service, our own salvation, and the future 
everlasting static? Doth not lie, who wiib 
the eontinuanc e of our life bestoweth i>n 
us all our time, deserve that a pittanie of 
It should bo reserved for himself? Can all 
the world duly claim so great an allow aiicc 
thereof’" May not our soul (which is far 
our noblest port, which indeed is <i]l our- 
selves) justly chollenfre agood sh.ire of our 
time to be expended on it ? or shall tliis 
mortal husk en^pross it all ? Must eternity, 
which coxnprehcitdeth all time, have no 
time belonging to it, or allotted for its 
concernments r 

9- Again, is it not great imprudence so 
to lay our business, that any other matter 
shall tliwart or thrust out devotion? Ea- 
fflly, with a little providence may thinps be 
so ordered, that it, without interfering or 
justling, may w'cll consist with all other 
both needful busiuesH and eonvouient diver- 
tixement; so that it shall neither obstruct 
them, nor they extrude it; and ai*e we not 
very culpable, if we do not use so much 
providence ?t 
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10. In truth, attpndinj^ utwti devotion 
ran ho no ob^tAole, but will be great fur- 
therance to all other good buameas. It is 
the most sure, inobt pleasant, most advan- 
liigeous and compendious war of traus^i;- 
ing aifalrs, to nda prayers and j^ses with 
them ; it is the best oil that can bo, to make 
the wheels of ootion go on smoothly and 
speedily : it not only sanctifieth our under- 
taliings, but much promoteth and exceed- 
ingly sweetenoth the management of them. 
For tlie conscience of having rendered unto 
Ood his due respect andseriico, of having 
entrusted our anairs to his care, of having 
consoquentlv engaged his protection and 
assistance for us, will dispose us to do 
things uitli a courageous silacrity and com- 
fortab](' satisfaction ; will fill us with a good 
hope of prospering ; will prepare us how- 
ever to he satisfied with Ac event, what^ 
ever it shall be; will in effect procure a 
bh‘s.sjng and ha})py success, such as wc may 
truly rejoice and triumph in, as conferred 
by God in favour to us. Whereas, neglect- 
ing these duties, we can have no solid con- 
t<*ut or savom’y complacence in anything 
we luulertabe; reflecting on such misbe- 
haviour (if we be m>t downright infidels, 
or obdurate reprobates in impietj) will 
quash or damp our courage ; having thence 
forfeited all pretence to (xod’s succour, and 
provoked him to cross us, wo must needs 
5.nsi»eet disappointment ; as we have no rea- 
sonable gr(»uiicl to hope for success, so we 
cannot, if success amveth, be heartily sa- 
tisfied therein, or take it for a blessing. 

He therefore that is such a niggard of 
his time, that he grudgclh to witldiold any 
part tlicrcof from his worldly occasions, 
ilecming all time cast away that is laid out 
in waiting upon G(»d, is really most un- 
thrifty aiid^rmligal thereof ; by not sparing 
a little, he wastetlx ail his time to uo pur- 
pose ; by so eagerly pursuing, be effectually 
Mjtteth back his desigxxs ; by preposterously 
affecting to dispatch his affairs, he rondcr- 
eth them endless, or, which is tlxo same, 
alt<»g(»ther unprofitable. 

Lx fine, wre may be sure that no time is 
spent even so prudently and politicly, with 
ho great advantage and so real fruit to our- 
selves, as that which is employed u|>on 
devotion, lix sacri fictug his tamo, his pains, 
his substpaxce, anything he hath or can do, 
to (lOffs service, no man can be a loser. 

W e Ixavc also manv examples plainly de- 
monstrating the consistent of tins proctioo 
with all other Imsinoss. Who overbad m(Jro 
or greater affairs to manage, and wlio ever 
managed them with gi*eater mwcc^^s, than 
David ; upon w horn ^d lie the bui den of a 
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royal eoiate, and the care over a most popu- 
lous nation; the which Ae /ed ^kamih- 
ful and true hearty and rulad prudently with, 
all^ his power who waged gi'eat wars, van- 
quished mighty enemuKS, achieved many 
glorious exploits, underwent many grievous 
troubles } Vet could not such exigagemcnts 
distract or depress his mind froxix a constant 
attendance on devotion : / wiB hiess the 
Lord at all tlmes^ hkwaise Adll he contu 
nmlly in my nundh* My mouth shall show 
forth thy righteousness and thy sahathm 
all the, day, I will oMde in Iky taberntwla 
for erer,^ So he declareth his resolution 
and his practice. Who is more pressingly 
employed than was Daniel, first president 
over so vast a kingdtxm, clxief mmister of 
stale to the greatest monarch on earth ? 
Yet constant]}) thrice a^tmdid he pray and 
give thmks imto his (roa,^ Who can be 
more entangled in varieties and intricacies 
of care, of pains, of trouble, than was he 
that prescribeth unto tis this rule of pray- 
ing continually? Upon him did lie the care 
oj all the churches; night and day with ta^ 
hour and tail did he worh for the su'^ti.nuixcc 
of his life, that he might not (to the dispa- 
ragement of the Gospel ) burden any man 
perpetually be was engaged in all sorts oi 
labour and travail, ever conflicting wifh 
perils, with wants, witlx incon\enieu(‘es 
numberless: yet did he exactly conform his 
practice to liis rule, being uo less indefa 
tigable and incessant in liis devotion, than 
he was in his business. Whoever mauagt'd 
a greater empire than Constantine? Yet 
every day Gis Eusebius repoitetb') at dialed 
shutting hims'df np^ he alone private ly 
did converse with his God,* The most pious 
men, indeed, have never been idle or care- 
less men, but always most busy and actix e, 
most industrious in their callings, most 
provident for their families, most officious 
iow'ard their friends, most ready to ser\t‘ 
their country, most aJnmdant in all good 
works; yet have they always been most 
constant in devotion. So tliat experience 
clearly doth evidence, how reconcilcable 
much devotion is to muelx bubiiiess ; and 
that consequently the prosecution of the 
one cannot well |xaltiate the neglect of tJie 
other. 

U. No better can any man ward himself 
from blame, by imputing the m«rleet of 
devotioxi to some indLspotution within him 
thereto. Vor this is only to cover one fault 
with another, or to lay on a patch more 
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ugly thiin the sore. It is, in etfect, to say 
we inay sin, beoanse we have a mind to it, 
or care not to do otherwise* Oorin^spo- 
sition itself is crixniiisl ? and, as signifnng 
somewhat habitual or settled, is worse uum 
a single omission: It ought, therefore, to 
be (H>rre<^ted and cured ; and the way to do 
it is, by setting presently upon the prac- 
tice of the duty, and persisting resolutely 
therein : otherwise how is it possible that it 
should ever be remowd ? The longer we 
forbear it, tlic more seldom we perform it, 
the strongt*r surely will our mdisposition 
grow, and the more ditHcult it wiu be to 
remove it. But if (with any degree of 
seriousness and good intention) we come 
ia<lispo8crl to prajer, we may thereby be 
formed into better disposition, and by con- 
tinual attendance ihertHm. we shall (God's 
grace co-operating, which never is want- 
ing b) serious and hoiiebt intentions) grow 
t(»ward a perfect dtness for it t prayer by 
rlcgrccb will become natural and debghtful 
to Ub. 


SERMON VIII. 

OI Tin: DUTY Ot THA.N&60TVING. 

Eriiiss. >, 20. — fiinffg Ihmks almyn for 
all things nnto GofL 

TiiRibK words, although (as the very syntax 
doth iii)nu‘diatc]> discover) they hear a re- 
Kilion to, and liave a tit coherence with, 
those that precede, ntay yet (ospecially con- 
hidcring St. Paul’" stylo and manner of ex- 
l»ressi<in in the preceptive and exhortative 
part of his Epistles), without any violence 
or prejudice on either band, bo severeil 
from the context, and considered distinctly 
by themselves. ‘ And (to avoid encumbrance 
by farther comparison) so taking them, We 
may observe, that every single word among 
them carries with it something of notable 
empluisis and especial significancy. The 
fii'st {^(Jiving thimks] expresses the sub- 
stance of a duty, to which we are exhorted. 
The next (I mean, in order of construc- 
tion) [to God] denotes the object or term 
t(» which it is directed. The following 
[always] determines the main circumstance 
of this and all other duties, the time of 
pirfornmncp. The last [for all 
di'clares the adequate matter of the duty, 
and how far it should extend. These nar- 
tioulars 1 shall consider severally, and in 
«j*der. 

f. First, then, concerning the duty ib 
self, to give thmks^ or rather, to be ihmh- 
ful (for doth not only signify 

* / ate How. XU, Hph. vi., tec. 


gratias ag&re^ nddero, dicere^ iogije^ tm» 
der^ or dt^kere thmtks^ but also grabias te. 

grate i^ectuw ease^ to be thanh/uUg 
(H^aedy to entertain a grateful alFectioU^ 
sense, or memory: in mich more com^ 
prehensive notion I mean to consider R, 
as including the whole du^ or virtue of 
platitude due to Almighty God for all his 
benefits, favours, and mercies ;) I say , con- 
cerning this duty itself (abstractedly con- 
sidered), as it involves a respect to benefits 
or good things received ; so in its employ- 
ment about them it imports, requires, or 
supposes tliose following particulars; — 

1 . It implies a right apprehension of, and 
consequently a considerate attention unto, 
benefits coi^errcd. For he that is either 
wholly ignorant of his obligations, or mis- 
takes them, or passes them over with a 
blight and s^erndai view, can nowise bo 
giaU*fuL Wnom ia wlse^ and will oherva 
these thin^s^ eoen they ehaU understand the 
lovtngMiidnm of the Lord. Men shall fear ^ 
and simll declare the work of God ; Jor fin y 
shall widely consider of his doings. T/ie m/rks 
the Lord are greats sought out of all that 
^e pleasure therein. O taste (first, and 
then) see thol the Lord is good^^ 

This is the method that great master of 
thanksgiving prescribes; firH experimen- 
tal i\otioe, then wise consideration, th(n 
grateful sense, then pu!)lic acknowlcdgTiu nt. 
And those we find both by him and by the 
Projibet Jsaias (^in the very same words; rc- 
prt bended as wickedly ingrnteful persons, 
who Tfgaitled not the work of the Lord ^ nor 
considered the oi^erntion of his Jiands.^ 'Tis 
part, therefore, of this duty iucmiibent on 
us, to take notice of, diligent h and carefully 
to consider, the divine benefits ; not to let 
them pass nndiscerned and unregarded by 
us, as persons either wofull} blind, or stu- 
pidly chow'sy, or totally unconcerned. 

'I’is a general fault, tluit tlic most com- 
mon and frequent, tho most fibvious and 
conspicuous favours of God (like tlu* or- 
dinary phenomena of nature, which, as 
Aristotle obsorviss, Uioiigh in theinscl\cs 
most arlmirahle, are yet least admired;, tho 
constant ri'^ing of the sun upon us, the 
do9('ent of fruitful sliowers, tin* rtrourse of 
temperate seasons, the continuance of our 
life, the enjoyment of health, tho providen- 
tial dispensation of wealth, and competent 
means of livelihood, the daily proloctioii 
from incident dangers, tho helps of improv- 
ing knowledge, omuining v irtue, becoming 
happy, and suchlike most excellent bene- 
fits, we coiniuonly little mind oi ngard, 
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Jfend consequently seldom return the thanks 
^ due for them. Possibly some rare accidents 
of providenc.e, some extraordinary judg* 
merit, some miraculous deliverance, may 
rouse and awaken our attention (as it is 
said of the Israelites, When he slew theni^ 
then they sought remembered that 

God was their rock, and the high Qod their 
Redeemer;')^ but such advertency is not the 
eifect so much of gratitude, as of curiosity 
or of necessity ; the notable rarity invites, 
or some powerful impulse commands our 
notice ; but the truly grateful industriously 
design , and are studious to know thoroughly 
tlieir obligations, that they may be able to 
render answerable returns for them. 

2. This duty requiri'sn faithful retention 
of benefits in memory, and consequently 
fro<iuent reflections upon them.* Por he 
that is no longer aftei'ted with a benefit 
than it incurs tlie sense, and suffers not 
itself to be disregarded, is far from being 
grateful ; nay, if we believe the philoso- 
pher, is ingrateful in the worst kind, and | 
highest degree. Tor, ingratus est^ saith he, 
yui henejidam actepisse se negate quod ac-* 
i'epit ; wgrutus est^ qui dmimulfit ; ingra- 
tus, qni non reddit: ingratisnnms omnmn^ 
qui obHtus He that falsely denies the 
reception of a benefit ^ and he that dissembles 

and he that doth not repay it^ is ingrate- 
ftd; but most ingratefuf of all is he that 
forgets it. It is a sign tlie benefit made no 
deep impression on his mind, niuce it loft 
no discernible foot step there ; that ho hardly 
e\er tliought of making recompense, since 
be hath suffered himself to become alto- 
gethcT uncapablo of doing it; neither is 
there any hope of Ids amending the past 
neglect; no shame, no repeiitauee, no fair 
oeciision can redeem lum from ingratitude, 
in whom the very remomlirAiice of his ob- 
ligation is extinguished. 

If to be sensible of a present good turn 
deserved the title of gratitude, all men 
certainly would bo grateful ; llic Jews ques- 
tionless were so. When Almighty God, by 
bis wonderful power in exti’aordinary ways, 
delivered them from the tyranny and op 
pression of their prevalent enemies; when 
lie caused streams to gush forth from the 
b»»\\els of a hard ro<'k, to refresh their 
thirst; when bread descended from heaven 
in showers, and the winds were winged 
with flesh, to satisfy their greedy desires ; 
then surely they were not altogether un- 
senfdblc of the mvinc goodness ; then could 
they acknowledge his power, and be for* 
ward enough to (mgage themselves in pro* 

* ’SrcMrm orris (S’ rosOotr vttoruootT, 
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mises of eorreapondent observance toward 
him for tlie future. But the mischief was, 
immediate^ after, as the Psalmist com- 
plains, They forgot hisworks^ andthewom^ 
dsTS he had showed them: They remembered 
not his hand, nor the day when he delimred 
them from the enemy. They refused to obey^ 
neith r were tmndfrd of the wonders tiuit 
Ood did among them^ as Neheuiiah con- 
fesses in their Wtalf. Of the Hock that 
i begat them were unmindfid^ and forgot the 
God that formed ihem^ as it is iii Deute.- 
ronomy.** They distrusted his promises, 
repined at his dealings, disobeyed Ids laws, 
and treacherously apostati^sod from his 
covenant. Such w^re the fruits of tlieir 
ingratefiil forgetfulness ; which therefore 
that people is so often charged with, and 
BO sli^fly reproved for by the Ihrophets. 

On the contrary, we find that great pat- 
tern of gratitude, the royal Prophet David, 
continually revolving in his thoughts, im- 
printing upon his fancy, studying and me- 
ditating up<»u, recollecting and renewing 
in Ids memory, the results of divine fav our. 
1 will remember fsaith ho) ihy 7ronders of 
of old; 1 7vill meditate of all thy worhs^ and 
talk of thy doings . and, Ironember the (hnjs 
of old ^ I will meditate on all thy works; f 
muse on the works of thy handi, : and, Hh*ss 
the Lerd^ O my soul^ and forget not all his 
heneJiU: and, My mouth shall praise thee 
joyful lips^ when I remember thee upon 
my bed^ and meditate on thee in the night- 
watcJa*8^ because thou hast been my help,^ 
No place unfit, it seems, no time unsea- 
sonable for tlie practice of this duty ; not 
the place designed for rest, not the time 
due to sleep, but, as David thought, more 
due to a wakeful eoiitemplation of the di- 
vine gotxlness. WJiose vigilant gratitudu 
wc should strive to imitate, dt* voting our 
most soUb'iry and retired, our most sad and 
serious thoughts (not the studies only of 
our closet, but the cousultations also of our 
pillow) to the iweservatioii of tliose l»lessed 
ideas; that neither length of time may de- 
face tliem in our fancy, nor other cart' 
thrust them out theueo. 

It was a satirical answer (that of Aris- 
totle), and highly opprobrious to inankiud ; 
who^ being asked, T/ , 

What doth the soonest grmv old f replied, 
Thanh: and so was that adagial 
verse, " Mereu, xmi ritvmxgv h • Ho 
sooner the courtesy hom^ tium the reseni- 
ment thereof dead. Such reproachful ajiho- 
risms wc should labour to confute, espo- 

f Vh&h 11, 42; Nfh. ix. 17; tlout. xxxii. IS. 
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ciallj as they ard applioabla to the divioe 
favours, by so maintaining and cherishing 
our thanks for them, that they neither de- 
cay with ag«‘, nor prematurely die, nor be 
buried in oblivion; bT:tt may resemble the 
pictures and poetical descriptions of the 
Graces, those goodly daughters of heav^, 
smiling always with a never-fading seremty 
of countenance, and flouiishing in an im- 
luoj tal youth. 

The middle, we may observe, and the 
safest, and the iairest, and the most csons|}]- 
om)us places in cities, are usually deputed 
for the erections of statues and monuments 
dedicated to the memory of worthy men, 
w lio ha\ c nobly deserved of their countries, 
lu like m;mner should we, in the heart and 
centre of our soul, in the best and highest 
apartments th(*rcof, in the places most ex- 
j>osed to ordinary observation, and must 
secure from the imasions of worldly care, 
erect lively representations of, and lasting 
incinorials unto, the divine bounty ; con- 
Maiitlv attending to uhicli wc maj be dis- 
posed to gratitude. Not one blessing, not 
the least fa\ourable passage of pr<»videuce, 
ougljt to perish nitli us, though long since 
past, and removed out of the sphere of 
present sense. 

We must not in our old age forget who 
formed us in the wumU,*‘ who brought us 
into the light, who suckled oui* infancy, 
u ho ediu‘ated our (*hildhood, who goveniod 
our yo\4th, win) conducted our luaniiood 
through the imniifold hazards, troubles, 
and disasters of life. Nor in our pro- 
t }»crii} , our ailluenee of good tlungh, our 
poss<»<. ion of Canaan, sboiild we be un- 
mindful of him who relieved us in mir 
straits, who supplied our wants, sustained 
tun advubity, who redeemed us from 
Kgj]>t, and led us through the wilderness.* 
A succession of new and fiTsh benefits 
sliould not (as among some savages the 
manner is fi»rthe joung to make aw'uy the 
old^ supplant and opunge ancient ones, 
but make them rather mere dear and vene- 
ruhj^* to us. Time should not weaken or 
diminish, but rather confirm and radicate 
in us the remembrance of God^s goodness; 
to render it, as it doth gold and wine, more 
pi e( ions and more strong. We have usual- 

a immory more than enough tenacious 
of injuries and ill tiuns done to us: let it 
11 *ver be said, to the dlsgracp of that noble 
faculty, that wo can hardly forget the dis- 
courtesies of man, but not easily r^ember 
tin* favours of God. But further, 

ti. 'piis duly implies a duo esteem and 
valuation of benefits ; that tiio nature and 

>• rwii. ixxi. 6 . * i>em. VI. la, via. n. 
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quality, the measure and quantity, the cir- 
cumstances and consequences of them, lie 
well expended ; else the gratitude is like 
to he none, or very defective. For we 
oqmmcnsurate our thankfulness, not so 
much to the intrinsic excellency of things, 
as to our peculiar estimations of them. 
A cynic, perhaps, would not return more 
thanks for a diamond than for a pebble ; 
nor more gratefully receive a talent of 

f old, than an ounce of copper; because 
e equally values, or ratlier alike cou- 
tomna both. 

Wherefore we find our (never-to-be -for- 
gotten) example, tlic devout thank sgiver, 
David, continually dechiriiig the great 
price he set upon the divine favours ; ad- 
miring and dusplaying their transcendent 
pcTfcctions, their wonderful greatness, 
their houndlc.^8 extension, their excessive 
multitude, tlioir endless duration, their 
advantageous circumstance^^ fthe excellent 
needfulness, couv enience, and sc.isonable- 
ness of tliem ; together with tlie aiJmirablo 
freencss, wisdom, and pow'cr of the Bene- 
factor, shining fortli in and by them.) / 
mil jfraijifi thce^ O Lord (saitli he) anumt^ 
the 1 will unto thee amivng ike 

nations: for thy werey is great unto the 
heaioens^ md thy faithfulness reaeheth unto 
the clouds. And, liemember the maivcU 
luus works that he hath dont\ his wonders^ 
and the judgmmts of his mouth. Jle ts the 
Lord our GW, his Judgments are in alt the 
earth. And agaiu. Thy meriy^ O Lord^ 
is i« the hearens^ thy fathfulm ss reach tk 
unto thi (lauds, ithy righteoumess it Idas 
the great mountains ; thy Judgments are a 
great de*p: 0 totd^ thou pieservest man 
and beast. IToie cjccellent thy loving- 
kinchtesb^ O God f and, JIow pretious are 
thy thoughts unto »wc, O Lord f O how 
great is the sum of th mf If I should 
\ (ount thew^ they are vwie in number than 
I the sond. And again. Jits ivofk is honouf ■ 
able and glorious^ his righteousness endureCh 
far ever: and, The Lord is gottd to all^ and 
his tender mercies are over all his wirrhs : 
and, Jilessed be the Lord^ who daily loadeih 
us with his benejits,^ 

In such manner ought wo diligently to 
survey and judiciously to estimate the ef- 
fects of divine beneficence, exonining every 
part, and descanting upon every cii cuin- 
Mtance thereof : like those that contemplate 
some rare beauty, or some excellent pic- 
ture ; some commending the exact propoi- 
tiom, some the graceful features, some the 
lively i*oioui‘s discernible thiToin. Tlnx’c 
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is not the least of the divine favours, which, 
if we consider the condescensive tenderness, 
the clear intention, the nndoserv^ frank- 
ness, the cheerful dobonaltity e^epressed 
therein, hath not dimeimoiis larger th^ 
our oomprehension, colours too mir, and 
Hneaments too C(nnelj for our weak sight 
thoroughly to discern 5 requiring therefor© 
our highest esteem and our utmost thanks. 

'Tis perhaps somewhat dangerous to sMx 
a dotenninate value upon any God^s be- 
nefits (for to value them seems to under- 
value tliem, they being really inestimable :) 
W'hnt, then, is it to extenuate, to vilify, to 
despise the greatest? We should esteem 
them, as we measure the heavens w ith our 
eye, as we compute the sands upon the 
shore, we would prize inexhaustible 
mines of gold, and treasuroa of pearl j that 
is, by confessing heartily their worth sur- 
passes the strex:^h of our imagmation to 
eoneeive, and or our speech to utter; that 
they are immense, innumerable, unconceiv- 
able, and unexpressible- But still, 

4 . Giumfr tJ^ht imports, that benefits 
be received with a willing mind, a hearty 
sense, a vehement afTeotion, The fore- 
mentioned pai'tioulars are indeed necessary 
proj>erti(‘h, inseparable conconiitaiits, or 
pro-re»iuisite conclilions t<»; but a ehecrfiil 
and cordial weeptance of benefits is the 
form, as it were, and soul, the life and spi- 
rit, the princi]>al and most essential uigrc- 
diioit, of this duty. 

It was not altogether unreasonable, though 
it went for a piiradox, that dictate of the 
Stoics, that nnimm animo^ and that 

tpil Ub(ntf*r accepity heiiefidum reiUMit: 
that he who w ith a willing and well-afrected 
mind receives a coui'tesy, hath fully dis- 
charged the duty of gratitude ; tliat other 
endeavours of return and compensation 
are rather handsome accessions to it, than 
indisfumsably requisite to the completion 
thereof. For, as in the collation it is not 
the gold or tlie silver, the food or the a}»- 
par<‘l, in which the benefit consists, but the 
wiU and beiutvolciit intention of him that 
bestows them ; so reciprocally it is the good 
m^eeptance, the sousibkness of, and acemi- 
cseimcc in the benefactor's goodness, tMt 
constitutes the gratitude; which who af- 
fords, tliough he be never capable of yield- 
ing other satisfaction, tolmtaie volwUati 
satkfecit ; and, regum mquaeit opes mimo 
— It is ingenuity that constitutes (ro- 
spc<*tiicly) both a bountiful giv«sr, and a 
thankful receiver. A truly noble benefac- 
tor purely aiuieth at not any material re- 
ward, or advantage to himself (it were 
trailing this, not beueliccnec ;) but the good 


profit and o<mtent of him to whom he dis- 
penseth his favour: of which being assured, 
he rests satisfied, and accounts himself 
royally recompensed.* 

Such a benefactor is Almighty God, and 
such a tribute he requires of us ; a ready 
embracement of, and a joyful complai'cncy 
in his kindness ; even such as he ex]>rehsed, 
who said, Decause thy Umng^kindness is 
hotter than lifiy my Ups sha^l praise thee : 
and, My som shall he filled as wilh marrow 
a;nd fatumy and nty ruoutk shall ptHrisc Ihee 
with joyful lips : and, I will praise thee with 
my whole Iteart : I will he gutd and rejoice 
in thee : and, Bless the Lordy O my soul ; 
and aU thal is within me* praise his holy 
mme.^ 

No holocaust is so aoceptaWe to God as 
a heart onfiamed witli the sense of his good- 
ness. He loves not only ^07*1 v {a 
merry gwer)y but Js*t**? (a cheerful 

receiver) also.* He would have us, as io 
desire his favour with a greedy appetite, .so 
to taste it with a savoury relish. He dc- 
signs not only to fiU our mouths with/ood, 
but our hearts also toUh gladnebsJ^ 

We must not seem to grudge or rejiinc, 
to murmur or disdain, tliat we are neces- 
sitated to be beholden to him ; lest it hap- 
pen to us as it did to them of wimm it is 
said, ^Yhile the meat was yet in their mouthSy 
the wrath of God came upon f/iem, and slew 
the fattest of them.^ Yea, ’tis our duty not 
to be contented only, but to be delighted, 
to bo transjM)rted, to be ravished with the 
emanations of his love ; to entertain them 
with such a disposition of miud as the* dry 
and piu'chcd ground imbibes the soft dew 
and gentle showoVs; as tlie chill and dark- 
some air admits the benign infiiienccs of 
heavenly light ; as the thirsty soil takes in 
the sweet and cooling stream. He that w ith 
a sullen look, a dead heart, a faint sense, 
a cold hand, embraces the gifts of heaven, 
is really unthankful, though with deluges 
of wine and oil he makes the altars to over- 
fiow, and clouds the sky with the steam of 
his sacrifices. Hut yet further, 

5 . This duty rc(juircs due acknowledg- 
ment of our ohiigation, significations of our 
notice, declarations of our esteem and good 
afXieptancc of favours conferred. It is llit' 
worst and most detestable of iiigratitmles, 

* quod proi^uH qiiis coiisoquitur, canit 

opSris Hui Imcstum. Uul beiieDdimi dat, quid iiru- 
punit rubl? prod(«6e oi cul <lat ot Mild voluptuti I'ssf • 
non »lbi iimcetu rvddi voluU , aut non luit bcnoSoium, 
aovl nf gotiabo. nuwilcii propiium ost, nihil do poditu 
eoeitore. 

JNrr t'fct dubtuin quiti Is qul llboralis beuiprniibquQ 
didlur, oillcium iiun fructum, Mquatur.— dc 
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that which proeoedi* from pride and scorn: 
and such is be guilty of, who is either 
willing or ashamed to ^nfess himself ob* 
liged ; who purposely dissembles a benefit, 
or disavows the benefactor ; who refuses to 
render those most manifestly due, and most 
easily* discharged, those neither toilsome 
nor expensive obladons of praise and ac- , 
knowlodracnt. This part of our duty re- 
quires, that we offer to God, not costly ; 
hecatombs, but the eahe;s only of our lips° \ 
(as the Prophet Hosea speaks), not the mit 
of our lands, but only (as the 

Apostle to the Hebrews styles it), the fruit 
of our lipf^ confissiTig to his name,^ that we 
employ some few bbsts of the breath he 
gave us on the celebration of his goodness, 
and advancement of his repute. I vnU praise 
the name of God with a aud will mag- 

nify him with thanksgiving. This shall please 
the Lord betttnr than, au ox or bullock that 
hath horns and hoofi^^ saith David. 

And surely it is the least homage we In J 
gratitude owe, and can pay to Almighty 
God, 1o avow our dependence upon and 
obligatum to him for the good things we 
enjoy, to acknowledge tliat his favours do 
deserve thanks, to publish to the world our 
experience of his g^oodness, to ^roolaim 
solenmly with the voice of thmtksgiving his 
most deserved praise; resembling him who 
abounds in such oxpresMons as these: 1 
will ^^ing of the men ies of the Lord for ever; 
with my mouth will 1 make known hh faith- 
fulntss to all gnienitiohs, / will laiblish 
with the voice of thankigiving^ and tell of 
all ids wimdrous woi ks, 1 will speak of tite 
glorious honour of thy majesty^ and of thy 
wowlrotis works, 1 hone not hid, thy righU 
eonsaess in wy hearty 1 have declared thy 
finthfrdnpss and thy salvation ; 1 have not 
ctmcealed tky loving-kintlness and thy truth 
from the great congregation,* 

Thus if a gratciul affection live in our 
hearts, it will respire tlmough our mouths, 
and discover itsdf in the motion of our 
lips. There will be a conspiracy and faith- 
ful corresprmdence between our mind and 
our tongue: if the one be sensible, the 
other will not be silent ; as, if the spring 
works, the wheels wdll turn about, and the 
b(dl not fall to speak. Neither shall we con- 
tent oui selves m lonesome tunes, and pri- 
vate soliloquies, to w'hisper out the divine 
praises ; hut shall loudl} excite and provoke 
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Others to a melodious consoiumoe with us. 
We shall, with the sweet singer of Israel, 
cite and invoke heaven and earth ; the ce- 
lestial choir of angels ; the severed estates 
and generations of men, the numberless 
company of all the creatures, to assist and 
join m concert with us, in celebrating the 
worthy deeds, and mami^ng the glorious 
name of our most mighty Creator, of our 
most Imuntiful Bencfiictor. 

Gratitude is of a fruitful and diffusive 
nature, of a free and communicative dis- 

S osilion, of an open and sociable temper : 

; will be imparting, discovering, and pro- 
pagating itself : it affects fight, company, 
and liberty; it cannot endure to be smo- 
thered in privacy and obscurity. Its best 
instrument therefore is speech, that most 
natural, proper, and cosy mean of conver- 
sation, of signifying our conceptions, of 
conveving, and as it were transfundine our 
thoughts and passions into each other.f 
This, therefore, glory of mrs^ and best 
organ that w^e have (as the Psalmist seems 
to call it), our tongue, we should in all rea- 
son devote to the honour, and consecrate 
to the praise of him who made it, and who 
conserves it still in tune. 

And, the farther to provoke us, we may 
consider that it hath been the manner 
prompted by nature, aud authorized by 
general practice, for men of all nations, aiul 
all times, and all ways, by composed hymns 
and paneg^Tical cli*»gies, to express their 
gratitude for the mfts of nature, and for the 
l)cn<*fits indulged by providonee ; in their 
public sacrifices and solemn festivities ex- 
tolling the excellent qualities of their ima- 
^nary deities, and reciting the famous 
achievements of their heroes and supposed 
benefactors: to whose favourable hel]) and 
blessing, in their conceit, they owed the 
fruits of the earth, the coinfortb of life, the 
defence and patronage of their countries; 
being indeed mistaken in the object, but 
not transgressing in the substance of the 
duty ; paying a due debt, though to tkl^o 
creditors. And 1 wish we w ere as ready 
to imitate them in the one, as wo are, per- 
haps, prone to blame them for the otWr. 
For, certainly, acknowledgments of tbu 
divine goodness, and solemn testifications 
of our thankful sense thereof (whatever 
the abused world may now imagine), was 
always is now, and ever w ill be, the priii 
cipal and most noble part of all rel^on 
immediately addressed to God. But niort'- 
over, 

t yki JptMu 
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6. This duly requires endeavours of real 
compensation, and a satisfocloir requital 
of benefits, according* to the ability and 
opportmuly of the receiver : ^ that we do 
not only verbally dicercy and a^mcere; 
but really txgerey and r^erre gratias : thet 
to him, who hath by his beneficence obliged 
us, we minister reciprocal assistance, com- 
fort, and relief, if ne need them, and be 
capable to receive them; however, by 
evident testimonies to discover our ready 
disposition to make such real returns ; 
and withal, 1o suit our actions to his good 
liking, aud in our carriage to comply with 
his reasonable desires* For, as the earth 
which drvihHh the rain often coming upon 
ity*^ and having been by great labour tilled, 
and manured with expense, yiekfethy yet 
no meet herbage^ or fruit agreeable to the 
expectation of him that dreaseth iV,* but is 
either wholly barren, or produceth only 
thorns and hriersy is (as the Apostle to the 
Hebrews tells us), to be reprobated^ mid 
nigh tatio cursing: that is, deserves n(» 
fartJier care or culture to be employed on 
it, aud is to bo reputed desperately worth- 
less : so is he (that we may apply an apo^ 
ilosis to the Apostle's comparison!, who, 
daily partaking the infiuences of divine pro- 
vidence and bounty, affords m answerable 
return, to be accounted execrably unthank- 
ful, and unworthy of any farther favour to 
be showed toward him. 

’Tis true, om* righteousness (or henef* 
emccy so the word there signifies) doth not 
extend unto God i" his benefits exceed all 
possibility of any proportionable requital : 
he doth not need, nor can ever imme- 
diately receive any advantage from us : we 
•cannot enrich liim with our gifts, who by 
unquestionable right, and in unalterable 
possession, is Lord and Master of all things 
tliat do actually or can possibly exist; nor 
advance him by our vreak commendations, 
who already enjoyeth the supreme pitch of 
glory ; nor any way contribute to his in 
itself complete and indefectible beatitude 
Yet we may by apposite significations de- 
clare our willingness to serve and exalt 
him : we may by our obsequious demeanour 
highly please and content him: we may, by 
our charity and benignity to those whose 
good he tenders, yield (though not an ade- 
quate. yet) an acceptable return to his 
benefits, Wlmt shall I render unto the Lord 
for (dl his benefits * soitli David, in way irf 
cr>unsel and deliberation : and thereupon 
resolvt 8, 1 will take the cup of salvatwUy 

* tifOirty ^ 1 Sam. xil. SI, Only foar tlra 
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and coil upon the name of the Lord: IwiU 
vows unto the l^ord,^ Seasonable 
benedictions, officious addresses and faith- 
ful performance of vows, he intimates to 
bear some shadow at leak, some resem- 
blance of compensation. And so did hia 
wise son likewise, when he thus advised, 
Honour the Lord with thy substancey and 
with the firsUfruits of thy iturease.* 

Almighty God, though he really doth, 
and cannot otherwise do, yet will not seem 
to bestow his favours altogetlier gratis^ 
but to expect some competent return, some 
! small use and income ftom them* He will 
assert his rightfiil title, and be acknow- 
ledged the chief proprietai'y, by signal ex- 
pressions of our fealty, and the payment of 
some though inconsiderable quit-rent, for 
our possessions derived from him : he will 
rather hitnstdf ho seemingly indigent, than 
permit us to be really iugratcful. I'or 
know ing w ell that our performance of duty 
and respect toward him greatly conduceth 
to our comfort and hapjnness,f he requireth 
of us such dciuonstrations of them, os wo 
conveniently arc able to exhibit : he appoints 
services expressive of thankfulness, exacts 
tributes and customs, demands bians aud 
benevolences, encourages and accepts free- 
will ofibrings from us. 2'hou shall not ap^ 
pear empty before the Lordy*^ was a statute 
to the Jews, qualified and moderated by 
certain measures: the first-fruits of their 
lands, the first-born of their cattle and of 
themselves, the tenths of their annual in- 
crease, and a certain allotment ft^om the 
spoils acquired in wars, did God challenge 
to himself, os fitting recompenses duo for 
his bounty to and care over them. 

Neither did the Gentiles conceive them- 
selves exempted from the like obligation. 
For the the top or chief of tlunr 

com heapSy tliey were wont to consecrate 
unto him who had blessed their fields with 
increase; and the the first and 

best of the prcijy they dedicated to the 
adornment of his temple whose favour- 
able disposal they had obtained the victory* 
Neither would they sooner begin tiicir 
meal, and partake of their necessary re- 
freshment, than, by pouring forth their 
gratulatory libation, they had performed 
some homage to heavem for it : 

. — - 0v3f Tif erX»? 

was the custom, it seems, in Homer s time* 
I shall not insist upon their their 
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auniverhary or their casual sacrifieoe ; but 
only obfrorve (what;, ^ scrollable, might 
by many sufficient testimonies be evinced), 
that those men (at least the most intelli- 
gent of them) were not so senseless as to 
imagine, that the gods, to whom they per- 
formed those services, and devoted those 
oblations, did any wise need, or were truly 
henedted by thorn ; hut that they esteemed 
it a comely tiling, by the most significant 
means they could invent, to declare their 
grateful sense of the divine goodness and 
indulgence toward them.* 

And though we are, perhaps, disobliged 
now fi’om the circumstantial manner, yet 
arc wc nowise freed from (but ratlier more 
Mroiigl) engaged to) the substantial per- 
formance of this sort of gratitude. We ore 
to offer btill, not dead hulls and goats^ but 
(r St. Paul saith) our oum bodies, livtng 
Mii rifines, ImJy and atreptahle to God,^ Wo 
are cicused from material, but are yet 
liound to yield hjd ritual 

sairijices unto God,** as St. Peter teDs us. 
We must burn immense still, that of fervent 
devotion ; and send up continual!) to hea- 
ven aJv*riast that thm}h-offi*nng of 

praise,'^ which the Apostle to the Hebrew s 
iiuntjons. Wo must consecrate the first- 
born of our souls (pure and hoi) thought8^, 
and the first-fruits of our stringth (our 
most active endeavours), to (iod’s ser- 
vice. We must sla) our impure disir*»s, 
inortif) our corrupt afFeetions, and aban- 
don our selfish resiiects for his sake, Wc 
mu«t give him ocr hearts, and prisimt our 
wills onliicl) to his disposal. f We must 
\ow to him, and pay the daily oblation of 
sincere obediioiee. Wc must officiously 
attend his pleasure, and labour to content 
him by an inniKTnl and uiibleinisbt^d con- 
vejsation. With these thiii^ Almighty 
God is efiectually graiifii'd ; lie approvts 
of and accqrts these, as rcrd testimoniea of 
our tliankftiliicss, and competent returns 
of his benefits. 

Esiiecially oiu* charity and benoficonce, 
our exhibiting love and respect to good 
nun (liis faithful servants and rear rela- 
tions our affording help and succour to 
jicrsons in need and distress, he accounts 
a ‘ uitahlc \ ctaliation of his kindness, ac- 
1 nowh (Iges to bo an obligation laid upon 
biiiiself, and hath by settled rules and in- 
dispt usable jiromisea oldiged hiinsolf to 
requite them. For, He that hath pity on 

* J tdr rifttoiii<i Alolb. i' — §Tfi*tt rttavrov 
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the poor, lendeth unto the Lords and that 
which he hath given, he wiU pay him again : 
and, God iv not unrighteous, to forget voter 
work and labour of love, which ye hope 
shoj/oed toward his name, in that ye have 
minidered to the saints, and do minister 
and, To do good and to communicate, far^ 
get not; for mth such sarnf(es God is 
well pleased d and, J desvre frvxt, saith St. 
Paul to the Philippians, tmt may abound 
to your account. But I have all, and 
abounds I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditm the thijtgs which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a 
crifiee acceptable, well pleasing to God. 
And, Inasmuch as ye have done it to (that 
I is, fed and clothed, and comforted) the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto nie,^ siith our Saviour ; manifestly 
declaring, that the good wc do, and the 
respect we show onto good and needy men, 
God reckons it done unto himaelf. 

And this point I shall conclude with the 
iia)mgs of die wise Hebrew philosopher 
I Ben-Sirach: — He that heepeth the law, 
brtngefh offerings enough ; ** Jtle that taheth 
heed to the comrnnmfment, offereth a ywice- 
offenng. He that remtiteth a good turn, 
ojfercth fine flour: and he thatgiveth alms, 
sta? ijicoth praise. To depart from niched, 
nes^i 74 a thwg pleasing to the Lord: and 
to forsake unrighteousness, is a propitia. 
turn To those 1 shall only add this one 
particular ; 

7 . That true gratitude for benefits is 
always attended with the esteem, venera- 
tion, and love of the benefactor. Benefi- 
cence is a royal and godlike thing, an 
argument of eminent goodness and power 
conspiring ; and necessaril) , therefore, as 
in them that perceive and duly consider it, 
it begets resjiect and reverence ; so pecu- 
liarly in those tliat feel its benign influence, 
it produces love and affection: like the 
heavenly light, which to all that behold it 
appears gkirious; but more powerfully 
warms those that are ilircctly subject to its 
rays, and is by them more vigorously re- 
flected. 

And as to those that are immediately 
concerned therein, it im|Kn‘ts more parti- 
cular regard and good-will ; so, if they be 
duly sensible thereof, it engages them in 
mutual corrcspmidencc to an <>xtraoriliiiary 
esteem and benevolence: such as David 
upon this account professes to have been 
in himself towai*d God, and freqm^ntly ex- 
cites others to. I udll lovt thee, O Ltnd 
my strength. I will call upon the Lord, who 

rpr 0 \ xlx 17, 10 ,xm M. IMiil 
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is mtrthy to be praised. The Lard Imth 
und blmed be my rock ; and let He God of 
iny salvation be exalted w J hve the Lord^ 
because he hath heard my wide and my sup 
pUcations,^ And (in the Croepel), Because 
her sins^ being' mauy^ loere forgiven^ there^ 
fore she loved much,^ So true it is, that 
sense of favour indulged is naturally pro- 
duclive of love.* 

Thutk have 1 plainly and simply presented 
you with what xny meditations suggested 
oonoerning the natui’C and substance of this 
duty, with the several ])ranches sprouting 
fr«»m the main stock thereof; I proceed 
now to that which will exceedingly enlarge 
the worth, arid engage to the perforinauce 
thereof. 

II, The object and term to which it is 
to be directed : we are to give thanks to 
God, To Ood^ I sajj ; that is, to him^ 
unto whom wc are obliged, not for some 
small and inconsiderable trides, but for the 
most weighty a^id valuable benedts ; from 
whom we receive, not few or some, but all 
good things ; whatover is necessary for our 
huslcnauce, cuiivcnient for our use, plea- 
wint for our i‘iijoyment ; not only tliuse 
that come unmediately fr(»m his hand, but 
what we obtain from others, who from him 
receive both the will and the j)ower, the 
means and the opportimities, of doing us 
good ; to whom we owe, not only what we 
ever did or do at present possess, or can 
hereafter hope for of good ; but that we 
were, ai’e, or ihall ever be in capacity to 
receive any ; to the author, upholder, and 
preserver of oui* being; without wliuse 
goodness we had never been, and without 
whose core we cannot subsist one moment. 

To him who is the Lord and true owner 
of all things we partake of ; whose air we 
breathe, whose ground we tread on, whose 
food siTstains us; whoso wholly we are 
ourselves, both the bodies wo carry about 
us (which is tlte work of his hands), aud 
the soul we think with, wliich was breathed 
from liib mouth. 

To him who hath created a whole world 
to serve us, a spacious, a beautitul, a stately 
w orld for us to inhabit and to disport in ; 
w'b<» liath subjected so fair a territory to 
our dominion, and consigned to our use 
so numerous a progeny of goodly crea- 
tures, to be managed, to be governed, to 
be enjoyed by us. 

So that whort-ver we direct our eyes, 
whether we retlect them inward upon ow- 
M'lvch, wc behold his goodness to occu]iy 
and j»euelrate the very root and centre of 

* T»7V f>'tOV9* itu — Soph. 
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our beings ; or extend them abroad toward 
the things about us, we may perceive our- 
selves inclosed wholly, and surrounded with 
his benefits. At home we find a comely 
body framed by his curious artifice, various 
orgws fiUv proportioned, situated, aud 
tempered for strength, ornament, and mo- 
tion, actuated by a gentle heat, and in- 
vigorated with lively spirits, disposed to 
health, and qualified for a Jong endurance ; 
subservient to a soul endued with divers 
senses, faculties, and powers, apt to in- 
quire after, pursue, and perceive various 
delights and contents. To the satisfaction 
of which all extnnsical things do minister 
matter and help ; by his kind disposal, wdio 
furnishcb mu* palates with variety of deli- 
cious fare, entertiiins our eycb with pleasant 
spectacles, ravishes our ears with harmo- 
liiouB sounds, perfumes our nostrils with 
fragrant odours, cheers omr spirits with 
comfortable gales, our hearts with food 
and gladness, simpUes our manifold needs, 
and protects us from innumeralde dangers. 

To him who hath inspired us with im- 
mortal minds, and Impressed upon «heiii 
persj>icuous characters of his own divine 
esseiiee ; hath made us, not in some super- 
ficial lineaments, hut in our most intimate 
constitution, to resemble himself, and to 
partake of his most execlleut ))erieelions ; 
an extensive knowledge of truth, a v<*ho- 
ment complacency in good, a forw ard ca- 
pacity of being completely Imppy (according 
to <»ur degree and within our sphere.) To 
which blessed end by all suitable inc^aus (of 
external ministry and interior assistiuice) 
he faithfully conducts us ; revealing to ils 
the way, ui ging as in our process, rcchiim- 
ing us when we deviate; ewaging a«> by 
his commands, soliciting us by gentle ad- 
vices, encouraging us by gracious promises; 
instructing us by his holy word, and ad- 
monishing us by his loving spirit. 

1*0 him who vouchsafes to grant ns a free 
access unto, a constant intercourse and a 
familiar acquaintance with himself; to e.s- 
teem aud style us his/rtew/fe and children ; 
to invite us ft-equcntly, and entertain us 
kindly with tljose most pleasant delicacies 
of spiritual repast ; yea, to visit us often at 
oui’ home, and (if we admit ) tt» abide and 
dwell with us ; indulging us the enjoyment 
of that presence, wliereiii the life of all joy 
and comfort consists, and to behold the 
light of his all-cheoriiig countenance. 

Is Uiere anything more? Yes; To hint 
who, to redeem us from misery, and to 
advance our estate, hath infinitely debased 
himself, ami eclip&e<l th(> hrighlnoss of his 
gloiious majesty ; iiol disdciining to assume 
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us into a near affinity, yea, into a perfect 
union with hhnself,* to inhabit our frai] 
and mortal nature, to undergo the Jaws and 
conditifms of humanity, to ^pear in our 
shape, and con verse, as it were, u|>on equal 
terms with us, and at last to taste tlie bitter 
cup of a most jjainful and disgraceful death 
fur us. 

Yea, <0 him who not only descended from 
his imperial throne, became a subject, and 
(which is more) a servant for our ttsdee; but 
designed thereby to exalt us to a partich 
j>ati(Ui of his rt»yal dignity, his divine na- 
ture, his eternal {'lory and bliss ; submitting : 
ci’owns and scq)tre8 to our dioice; crowns ! 
that cannot fiide, and scc'ptrcs that can 
never be extorted from us. 

Farther yet, Aw», the excellent qua- 
lity, tile noble end, the most obliging man- 
ner of whose hf neiicence doth Suri)ass the 
niatter thereof, and hugely augment the 
lumctits ; who, not compelled oy any ne- 
<‘otsity, not obliged by any law (or previous 
<‘r)mpact;, not induced by any extrinsic ar- 
guiiumtK^ not inclined hy our merits, not 
W(*ai'icd with our importunities, not in- ' 
stigated by troublesome passions of pity, 
shjime, or tear (as we are wont to be ;) not 
Mattered with promises of recompense, nor 
bribed with expectation of emolument, 

1 hence to accrue unto himself; but being 
ttbhobito master of his own actions, only 
both lawgivir and counsellor to himselt, 
fdl-siithcient, and incapable of admitting 
any a('Ceshioii to his perfect blisitulness ; 
most williiiply aad tleely, out of pure 
bountv and gooil will, is our IVicnd and 
; pi*c venting not only our de- 
sires, hut our Luo w ledge; snrpassimi^ not 
our deserts only, but our wishes, jea, exen 
our eouceits, in the dispensation of his in- 
<*stimiihle and unrequitable benefits ; having 
no other di*ift in the collation of them, be- 
side our rcaJ good and welfare, our profit 
and advantaue, our pleasure and content. 

To him wlio not lately began, or sud- 
denly will cease, that is cither uncertain or 
mill able in his intent ions, but from ever- 
lasting dt‘signed, coiilinues daily, and will 
(if we sutler liim) to all eternity jierscvcre 
umnovcable in his resolutions to do us good. 

To law wliom no ingratitude, no undu- 
tiful carriage, no rebellions disobedience 
oT ours, could for one minute wholly re- 
move, or dhort from liis steady purpose of 
iMring for us ; who regards us, though we 
do not attend to him ; procures our wel- 
fare, though we neglect liis eouoormnonts; I 
employs his restless thought, extends his ‘ 
watchful eye, exerts his }u>werfu1 Ju*in, is 
always mindful, and always busy to do us 


good ; W'atcbing over us when wo sleep, and 
remembering u» when we frrget ourselves: 
in whom yet ’tis infinite condescension to 
think of us, who are placed so far bemeath 
hi^ thoughts ; to value us, who are but dust 
and dirt ; not to desjiise and hate uS, who 
are really so despicable and unworthy. For 
though he dmJUth cm high^ saitli the Psal- 
mist truly and emphatically, he humbleth 
hmself to behold ilte things that are done 
in heaven mid earth,^ 

To him that is as mercifiil and gracious, 
as liberal and munificent toward us ; that 
not only bestows on us more gifts, but par- 
dons us more debts, forgives us more sins, 
than we live mimites ; that with infinite 
patience endures, not only our manifold 
infirmities and imperfections, but our pe- 
tulant follies, our obstinate perversenesses, 
our treacherous infidelities ; overlooks our 
earolcss neglects and our wdlful miscar- 
riages ; puts uj) with the exceedingly many 
outrageous affronts, injuries, and contu- 
melies continually offered to his supreme 
majesty hy us base worms, whom he hath 
always under his feet, and can crush to 
nothing at his pleasure. 

To him yet, who, as St. James snith, 
giveth fredy^ atid vphrmdetk no man ;® 
who calls us neither very frequently ntv 
over strictly to accounts ; who exacts of ns 
no impossilile, no very difficult, no greatly- 
burdensome or costly retimns: being sa^ 
tihfied with the cheerful acceptance of his 
favours, the hearty acknowledgments of 
his goodness, the sincere pcrforman<‘e of 
such duties, to which our own welfare, com- 
fort, Olid iuhantage (rightly apprehended) 
W'ould otherwise ahimdantly di^imse us. 

To him^ lastly, whose benefits to acknow- 
ledge IS the greatest beneHt of all ; to he 
enabled to thank whom deserves our great- 
est thanks ; to be sensible of whose bciiefi- 
cenoe, to meditate on whose goodness to 
admit e wdiose excellency, to celebrate whose 
praise, is heaven itself and piiradisc, the 
life of angels, the (luintessencc of joy, the 
supreme degree of feli<*ity. 

In a word, To him whose benefits are 
immenboly great, innumerably many, uuox- 
pressihly good and precious. For, Who 
can utter the mighty arts of the Lord? mho 
can show forth all his imuisef” said bo, who 
had employ cd often his most active thoughts 
and his utmost endiavours thereupon, and 
was incomparably bettor able to do it. 

To this (»od, to this great, to this only 
Benefactor of ours, we owe this most na- 
tural and eiusy, this most just and (quaJ, 
this most sweet and pleasant duty of giving 

I Punt ctiii &>C. JumcH i S. "Faul cU. 2. 
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thanks. To whom, if we wilfttlk refuse, if 
oareleb&lj neglect to pay it, 1 i^all only 
say thus much, that we Hire U(»t only mon- 
strously ingrateful, and horribly wicked, 
but abominably foolish, and deplors||bly 
miserable. 1 shall repeat this sentence once 
again, and wish it may have its due effect 
upon UH : To this great, to this only Patron 
and Benefactor of ours, if we do not in 
some measui*e discharge our duo debt of 
gratitude for his inestimable benefits and 
mercies, we ore I*) he mljudged not orJy 
most prodigiously unthankful, most detest- 
ably impious, but most wofiilly stupid also 
and senseless, most desperately wretched 
and unhapp}. I 

1 should now proceed to cfmsider the 
circumstance of time determined in tlie j 
word ahmyn ; and the exten^on of the j 
matter implied in those words, for all 
things ; and then to subjoin some farther 
inducements f)r arguments j[>ersuasive to 
the practice of this duty. But th(' lime 
(aud, I fear, your patience) failing, I sliall 
reserve them to some other opportunity. 

SERMON IX* 

ON THE nUTT OF THANKSGIVING. 

Ephks. V. 20. — Giving thanks always for 
all things nnio God, 

Having formerly discoursc'd upon these 
words, I observed in them four particulars 
considoralile : I . The substance of a duty, 
to which we are exhorted, to give thanks ; 
2. 'I'he term unto which it is directed, to 
God ; 3, The circumstance of time deter- 
mined in that word always; 4. The extent 
of the matter about which Uie duty is em- 
ploy(*d,^ir all things. Concerning the two 
former ]>articii]ars, wherein the duty con- 
sisted, and wherefore espcciall\ related unto 
God, 1 then represented what did occur to 
my meditation. 

Ill, I proc(»cd now to the third, llie 
circumstance of time allotted to the per- 
formance of this duty, expressed by that 
universal and imliinited term, always. 
Which yet is not so to be uudi rstood as 
if thereby we were obliged in tvery instant 
(or singular point of time) actually to re- 
membtr, to consider, to be affected witli, 
and to acknowledge the divine benefits : 
for the delibiTate operations of our minds 
being sometimes wholly interrupted by sWp, 
otherwhilc preoccupied by the indispensable 
care of serving our natural necessities, and 
with atteiidarw^i* upon other reasonable em- 
}do}nunts, it wire impossible to comply 
with an obligation to the perfunnanca of 


this duty so interpreted. A nd those maxims 
of law, Impassibiliim nuUa est obligation 
and, Qua> rerum natura proAibenturn nulla 
lege confinnata svnl (.that is, No law or 
precept van oblige to imjmsibilities)^ being 
evidently grounded upon natoal equity, 
seem yet more valid in relation to his laws, 
who is the judge of all the worhl, and in 
his dispensations most transcendently just 
and equal. 

We may therefore observe, that the He- 
brews are wont (in way of synecdoche, or 
grammatical hyperbole) so to use words of 
this kind, that their universal importance 
ought to be restrained by the quality or 
circumstances of the matter about which 
they converse. As when our Sa\ ionr sailh , 
Ye shall be hated of all men for my sake 
all is nf)t to be taken for every singular 
person (since there w'ore some tliat loveii 
our Saviour, and embraced the e\ angelical 
doctrine), but for many, or the most. And 
when David saith, There is nane that doeth 
good he seemeth only to meim, tliat in 
the general corruption of his times there 
I were few righteous persons to be f mml. 
And so for ever is often used, not for a per- 
|Hduai and eiidleis, hut fi>r a Jong and last- 
ing duration ; and uWyv, not for a continual 
unintennitted state of being, or action, but 
for such a perseverance as agrees to tlic 
condition of the thing to wdiich it is applied. 

’Tis, for instance, prescribed in Exodus, 
that Aaron should hear the judgment of the 
vhtlflren of Israel {the Urim ainl Thummim) 
nptm hh heart hefine the Lord rontinually 
that is (nut in ab'^olute and rigorous ac- 
cejitatioii continually, but; const autl) ever 
when he went into the holy place to dis- 
charge the pontifical function, as tlie context 
declares. And our Saviour in tlie Gospel 
saith of himself, I al- 

ways taught in the temple ; * that is, very 
often, aud ever when fit occasion was pre- 
senteil. A nd tlie Apostles iimnediately alter 
(/hrist’s ascension, nettv hiavremrif ev ry 
tfjcrc, juj St. Luke tells us, continually in the 
temple^ praising and blessing God;* that 
is, they resorted thithiT constantly at the 
usual times or canonical hours of prayer. 
In like manner, those injuticlions (of near* 
est affinity) of reJoU ing^ of giving thanks 
always^ and partieularly of j)Taynig without 
ceasing^ (as I have shown more largely in 
another discourse), are to bi* taken in a 
sense so qualified, that the observance of 
them may be at least morally }iosslhle. 

Thus far warranlably wc may limit tlie 

o Mtttt X, 2? P VaaT xiv. 1. q Exod. 
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p^ti^n^lon, and mollify the rigour of this 
seemingly boundless term; but we can 
hardly allow any farther restriction, with- 
out destroying the natural ^gniiication, or 
diminishing the due emphasis thereof. As 
far, therefore, as it is possible for us, we 
must endeavour aHays to perform this duty 
of gratitude to Almighty God : and conse- 
quently, 

1. Hereby is required a frequent per- 
formance thereof : that we do often actually 
meditate upon, he sensible of, confess ana 
celebrate, the divine beneficence. For what 

done but seldom or never (as wo com- 
monly say), cannot be understood as done 
always, without a eatackrem^ or abuse of 
uoros too enormous. As, therefore, no 
moment of our life wants sufficient matter, 
Sind eviTv considerable portion of time mi- 
nisters notable occasion of blessing God ; 
as ho sillov^s himself no spacious intervals 
or discontinuances of doing us good: so 
ought we rot to suffer any of those many 
days (luuchsafed by his goodness) to flow 
In^sitU us, void of the signal expressions of 
our dutiful tliankfulness to him; nor to ad- 
mit in our course of life any long vacations 
from tliib duty. If God incessantly, and 
tlir(»ugh every minute, demonstrates bim- 
oelf gi*ni ions unto us, we in all reason are 
obligird fr4>queutly and daily to declare our- 
t>( Ives grateful unto him. 

So at least did David (that most eminent 
€ xainple )ii tins kin<l, and therefore most 
aj)p<»site to illustrate our doctrine, and to 
t‘nforco the praciiee thereof;) for, Eoery 
flay (srith he) I mil hlei>f> thee; I will praise 
thy narru* for ever ttufleverj^ Jlvcry day: the 
luMvenly bodiis did not more constantly 
obseive tluir course, than he his diurnal 
revolutions of praise; every day in his ca- 
lendar was as it were festival, and eitnse- 
orated to thanksgfving. Neither did he 
adjudge it sufficient to <lovote some small 
j>arcels o+' eacdi day to this service; for, My 
tonti^ue (saith he) shall speaJt of thy ris^hU 
eoit,nfi,h and of thy praise all the day huf^, 
and again, My mouth .shall shorn forth thy 
rieffiteousiiPB^ and thy holoatUm aU the dtvy^ 
for I knovi} not the numlters thereof'* The 
ben»*fits of (xod he apprehended so great 
and numerous, that no definite space of 
time would serve to consider and comme- 
morate them. He resolves therefore else- 
where to bestow bis whole life upon that 
employment: While I live I will praise the 
Lord : J will sing prais^^s unto my God while 
I have any being: and, I will bless iheLftrd 
at all times: his praise .shall cotUinually be 
in mymouth,^ No man can re«iaonably 

cslr.S. ^Tsal juxv U\i 8.15,21 
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protend greater impediments, or oftener 
avocations from the practice of this duty, 
than he, upon whom the bui'den of a royal 
estate, and the care of governing a popn- 
loms nation, were incumbent: yet could 
not they thrust out of his memory, nor 
extinguish in his heart, the lively sense of 
divine goodness; which (notwitiistanding 
the company of other secular encumbran- 
ces) was always present to his mind, and, 
like a spirit (excluded from no pwe by 
any corporeal resistance), did mingle with 
and penetrate all his thoughts, and aiTec- 
tions, and actions. So tliat he seems to 
have approached very near to the complete 
performance of this duty, according to the 
extremity of a literal interpretation, and 
to have been always, witliout any inter- 
mission, employed in giving thanks to God. 
The consideration, melhmks, of so noble 
a pattern, adjoined to the evident reason- 
ableness of the duty, should engage us to 
the fi’equeiit practice thereof.* 

But if the consideration of this excellent 
example do not, yet certainly that may both 
provoke us to emulation, and confound us 
with shame, of Epictetus, a heathen man, 
whose words to tins pu^ose seem very 
remarkable : E/ veDv (saith ho in 
Arrian's Dissert.) « Dm 

seti KSti iha, H ro Mi 

M4 tux tin »«i exeev- 

TdfTXff xai xai ietieyrug ahi* rev tffiivey 

rev elf rev Stev , Mtyxf e &C. that is, in 

our language, Jf we understood ourselves^ 
what other thing shmdd we do^ either pulu 
hdy or privately than sing hymns fo, and 

r k well of God, andpetfonn thanks unto 
f Ought we not, when we were digging ^ 
or ploughing, or eating, to sing a (suitable) 
hymn to hm Great is God, in that he 
hath bestowed on us those instruments where- 
with till the ground: Great is God, be^ 
cause he hath given vs Hands, a throat, a 
belly; that wo grow insensibly, that sleeping 
we breathe. Thus (proceedN he) should we 
upon every otcurrente celebrate God, and 
superadd of all the most ereellerJ and most 
divine hymn, for that he hath gven us the 
faculty of apiwehending and using these 
tkmg^i orderly. Wherefore, since most men. 
an* blind and ignorant of this, should there 
not be some one, who should ^charge this 
ojfiee, md who should for the rest utter this 

* Ei fimnkti/f xvitf fufpimtt 
xxi Tmv9»x*^*'>*^S*^*f*^**f* raxmxrrnxtf rxfimaiku vw 
r/vx £v 

TrvavTttv (rx»kttv xyfvnt, xxt jxti «VHr«i»f minw /«iriu»- 
Ti<, Xo. — rh^ tom V. p. 76. 

t pxvrx Tttwt rw itfruv xyvng, Mvrr Txvmtkx 
TX^tMt r«» nnuriMvot. ^uti<yt>vfuv mivvovnst xXnfuut 
vjuv^nf, uxrx rrv.txkfw nkgruav ivrtvvxf xvxtn^^ 

— ('Umd. Alex. Strom. tH, r, SITT 
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hymn to Godf And what can a lame 
(and decrepit) oM num^ do eke than eek- 
brute Goaf Were I indeed a nigkHnffale^ 
/ woaM do what helmge to a mghtingale; 
if a ewaUy what bemnee a swan: but sikee 
now tom endued with reason^ I ought to 
praeee God, This is my duty and cpnreru- 
ment^ and soldo; neither will I desert this 
eftipioyment^ while it is in my 2 )ower; and 
to the same soi;g I exhort you all. Thus 
that worthy philosopher, not instructing us 
only, and exhorting with pathotical dis. 
course, but hy his practice inciting us to 
be conUnuolly expressing our gratitude to 
God. 

And although neither the admonition of 
prophets, nor precepts of philosophers, n(>r 
the examples of both, should prevail ; yot 
the prec«*dents, methinks, of dumb and 
senseless creatures should animate us tluTe- 
to ; which never cease to obey the law im- 
posed on them by their Maker, and without 
intermission glorify him. F<»r, The heavens 
declare the glortf of (Jod^ and the Jirtnametd 
showeth hh haudy-worh. Day unto day uU 
tereth speech^ and night unto night showeth 
hnowleage. There is no speech nor langiu;gf^ 
where their voice is not heard,^ It is St. 
Chrysostom’s argumentation^ ; K«< 

av tttt ([saitli lie) avD^atwrov, kbu 

4r*fV avtivTw rtuiu'^ioo*^ tXarrov r^s 

rov rtif tu^vpiag Xoyaf' aim 
4vdv, axXtt Kcti uraitav, &(*. Jf Were 

an ugly things that man^ endnfd with rea~ 
so«, and the most honauralde of all things 
visible^ should in rt nderingthatuts % ml praise 
he exceeded by other cieatures , neither is it 
only base^ but absurd. For hum cun it he 
otherwise^ since other creatures errry dfty 
(tnd every hour send up a doxohgy to then 
Lord and Maker f Por^ The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God, &c. 

If the busy heavens are always at leisure, 
and the stupid earth is perpetually su‘tive 
in manifesting the wisdom, power, and 
goodness of their CVoator ; how shameful 
is it, that we (the flower of liis creation, 
the most obliged, and the most capable of 
doing it) should commonly be eitner tof» 
busy, or too idle to do it ; should seldom 
or never be disposed to contribute our en- 
deavours to the advancement of his glory? 
But, 

2. Giving thanks always may import our 
appointing, and piuictually observing, cer- 
tain convenient times of ptTformii^ thiB 
duty ; that is, of serious meditation upon, 
and iifleelionale acknowledgment of, the 
di\ino bounty. We know that all persons, 
w im design with advantage to prosecute an | 

g e«il XIX. 1, *2 X « In rxsl. tixiiv. 
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orderly course of action, and would not 
lead a tumultuary life, are wont to distin- 
guish their portions of time, assigning some 
to the neceHsary refections of their body, 
others to the divertiseinent of their minds, 
and a great part to the dispaU'h of their or- 
dinary business ; otherwise (like St. James’s 
double-minded man) they would be unstable 
in all their wviys;* they would ever fluc- 
tuate in tbeir resolutions, and be uncertaiii 
when, and how, and to what, they should 
apply themselves. And so, this main con- 
cernment of ours, this most excellent part 
of our duty, if we do not depute some 
vacant seasons for it, and observe some 
periodical recourses thereof, we shall be 
tempted often to omit it : we shall be list- 
less to do it, apt to dt*fer it, and easily 
diverted from it by the eucroachinenls of 
other loss-bchuviug afrairs. 

The Jews, to preserve them in the con- 
stant exercise of this duty, had instituted 
by God a sacrifice called TDil ren- 
dered by the Greek tranblafors, u 

tl;e continual snuificc ;** to which the 
divine author of the Epistb* to tin* He- 
brew's seems to alliido, when in tliest words 
he exhorts : a/ a-urau auv 
atviviug ha^ffVTOs « T, Jiy him llunfofp 
let US offer the smiiJUe of pntisc to (Jod 
fontinually (oi the eoiitiuiuil saerilice of 
praise), the ft nit of out ///n, giring thunks 
to his wme^ As that saerifiee, therefore, 
being offered constant!) at a set time, was 
tlicuce denominated (oniiuml ; so perhaps 
may wc, hy constant!) ohservinu some tit 
returns of praise and thaaksgi\uig, be said 
always to gwe thanks. 

In dc*teriiiiiiing the seasons and propor- 
tions of whicli, what other rule or standaj'd 
can we better conform to, tlian that of the 
royal Prophet? 1 shall not m*ge his example 
so much (according to which we should he 
obliged to a greater freqneiu'y;) for, seven 
times a-day (saith he) do I praise thee^ 
because of thy righteous judgments hut 
rather allege his general direetion and ojii- 
nion, proposed to us in those words of Ins : 
It is a gOid thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord^ and to sitigpraisis mfo thy name ^ O 
thou Most High ; to show fotth thy loving- 
kindsess every morning and thy ftidfif u! ness 
every night, ^ It is a good thing, that is, a 
seemly, a convenient, a corninendable, a 
due performance : every morning ; that is, 
when our spirits, being recreated with 
sleep, are bec<»ine more vig(»rous, our me- 
mories more fresh, our fancies more quick 
and active: to show foUh thy lovingdtind^ 

• Jamexi, Dan Aiif 11. f lloh. xiU. 
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nrss s that is, from a hearty sense of our 
obligation, to acknowledge the free buuiWy 
of him, who, in pursuance of his former 
kindness, hath been pleased to accumulate 
new farotirs to us ; to guard us by his 
watchful care, when we were buried, as it 
were, in a senseless iporance, and total 
neglect of our own welfare ; to raise* us from 
that temporary death, and to confer anew 
life upon a**, restoring us to our health, to 
our means of subsistence, to all the neces- 
sary supports, and the desirable comforts 
of life ; pvmj night also ; that is, when 
our spirits are exhattsted with action, and 
our minds tired with thoughtfulness; when 
we are become weary, not of doing only, 
but almost of being ; we should conclude 
our toils, and wrap up our cares in the 
sweet sense and grateful memory of his 
gi>odness, who hath protected us so many 
hours from the manifold dangers, and more 
sins, to which, by our weakness, an<l our 
folly, and our ba<l inclinations, we are 
through every minute exposed ; and wit lull 
hath provided us so easy and so deliulitful 
a means of recovering our spent activity, 
of repairing our decayed strength. 

Thus if wo constantly begin, and thus 
close up, thus hound and circumscribe, 
our days, dedicating those uu»st remark- 
abb* periods of time to blessing Gml, and 
tmkitig^ as the Psalmist speaks, the ouigo^ 
ings of the morning and rejoice^ 

in him (since begutning and eij<ling d<» in 
a manner comprehend the whole ; and the 
morning andtn ning, in Moses’s computa- 
tion and style, do constitute a day;) we 
may (not incongruously) be supposed and 
said to give thanks always. But yet far- 
ther, this raa) import, 

«3» A vigilant attendance upon this duty, 
such as men bestow on their employments, 
whereof, though the actual prosecution 
ceases, yet the design ctmtiuually proceeds. 
As wc say, such a one is writing a book, 
building a house, occupying a piece of 
bind, though he be at that present perad- 
venture sleeping, or eatings or satisfying 
some other desire; btH'ause his design 
never sleeps, and his purpose persists un- 
interrupted. And thus, it seeius, we are 
to understand our Saviour and the Apos- 
tles, when they exhort us to 

continue instant in prayer and thanhsgimng; 
and ay^u^9uv iv tO WHltvh 

with all ixrseverance ; and to 

nvike in ihanksgimng ; and fAtt not 

to gioe over gioing thanks : and to perform 
tiiesG duties dltuxu^ro/g ^ int'essrmtly^ or 
Without giring off ; not to gnm 

t PsMl. IxV. 6. 


warse^ fuhit^ or falter (which is, In that 
place, made equivalent to^ explicatory of, 
doing duty always.)* Which expressions 
denote a most diligent attendance on these 
duties ; that wo may make them not a 
a diversion or by-business of our 
lives, allowing only a perfunctory and de- 
sultorious endeavour on them ; hut esteem 
them a weighty business, to be pursued 
with steadfast resolution and unwearied 
industry* 

As our beings and powers did proceed 
from the goj^dness, so the r4»hults of them 
naturally tend to the glory, of God ; and 
the delineralions of our will ought to con- 
spire with the instincts of our nature ; it 
should be the principal design which our in- 
tention should aim at, and our en<leavour 
always drive on, to glorify our Maker ; 
wliich doing, we may be* reputed to dis- 
charge this duly, and in some sense said 
always to gioe thmhs. Hut farther, 

4. I’liis term dolh necessarily 

imply a rcarly disposition, or habitual in- 
clination, togi\e thanks, ever permanent 
in us : that our hearts^ as David's was, be 
fixed always** (that is, fittingly prepared, 
•md steadily resolved) to thank and praise 
God ; that our affections be like tinder, 
though not always inilamed, yet easily in- 
flammable by the sense of his goodness. 

’Tis said of the nghteous man, that ha 
is CIV r merciful^ and lendeth : * not for that 
he doth e\er actually dispense alms, or 
furnish liis poor n(*ighbour with supplies ; 
but beianse liis mind is ever inclinable to 
tlo it, when need requires. So a grateful 
man doth always gioe thanks^ by bi'iug dis- 
pubcd to do it upon all tit occasions. ’Tis 
the habit that qualifles and denominates a 
man such or such in any kind or degree of 
morality. A good man is m Scripture fre- 
quently compared to a tree Winging forth 
fniit in due season ; and the root thereof 
is this habitual disposition, wliich, lieing 
nourished by the dew of heaven, and 
quickened by the benign influence of di- 
vine grace, sprouts forth opportunely, and 
yields a plentiful increase of good fruit. 
Though we cannot always sing, our organs 
may be always rightly tuned tor praise ; at 
least they should never be unstrung, and 
wholly out of kclter. 

We should maintain in ourselvcp a con- 
stant good temper of mind, that no oppor- 
tunity surprise, and find us unprepared to 
entertain worthily the offn ts of divine fa- 
vour : otherwise we shall as well lose the 

g Rom. \it 12; K}ih Col U 2, Kpli \ is; 

1 TlH*8a V. 17, Luke xviU. 1. i> c\iii i. 

• jkXxvil. 26 . 



74 THE DUTY OF THANKSOl VINO. [bermonix. 


henofitf as God the thanks and glory due 
to them. That we be always thus disposed, 
is uut impossible, and therefore requisite. 
Jiut moreover, 

5. Lastly, Owing thanks ahea^s^ impoHs 
that we readily embrace every opportunity 
of actually expressing our Ihankihlness. 
For so, what in some places of Scripture 
is enjoined to be done vontmmtty and 
toithcnU ceasing^ is in others only recfuired 
to be done upon all opportunities. Which 
shows, that is to be expounded, not 

so much, b at all times, as Iv 

, ta every season. So v’^o^tuxifAtwt 
Iv wavTi iv rvfvftart^ prayi 7 ig upm eocry 
opportmity in your spirit:^ and, 
oiv ty irayfl-j ItofAtvoi^ Be wat< kfu I, pray- 
ing in every season.^ And this souse seems 
probably to be chiefly intended by this 
Apostle, whenever he luith (as he hath 
often) this expression, ^rdvmt tuxet^t^ruv^ 
that w'c embrace every overture or fit oc- 
casion of givinsr 1 hanks. 

*Tis ti’uc, no time is unseasonable to do 
it : every moment we receive favours, and 
therefore every minute we owe thanks: 
yet there are some especial seasons that 

do more importunately require them 

We should be like those trees that bear 
fruit (more or less) eontinually ; but thin 
more kindly, and more .nbunuantly, when 
more i>ow erfully cherislied by the heaven- 
ly warmth. 

When any fresh, an} rare, any remark- 
able benefit h.«])pen8 to ns ; whi n prosper- 
ous success alte nils our honest endeav(Mirs; 
when ujicxpeoted favours fall as it were of 
their own aeeord into our basotns ; like tin* 
grain in tlie golden age springing 

dvr^oTa^ without OUT taro or our toil, 
for our use and enjoyment ; wlien wo are 
deJivere'd from straits in inir ajqirehension 
iiiextricabU*, surmount dilfieulties seeming 
insuperable, eseajie ha/.ar<ls (as we sus}tert- 
ed) inevitable; then is a speeial season 
pr<*sented us of offering up the sacrifice of 
praise to the God of mercy, help, and vic- 
t'lr}. 

When wo revolve in our nund** (as we 
should <»ften do) the favourable passages 
of providence, that in the whole course of 
our lives have bt*fallen us : how in our ex- 
treme poverty and distress (w beii porhajis 
no help appeared, and all hopes seemed 
to fail us), God hath raised us up friends 
who have comniiserated, comforted, and 
succoured ; ajul not only so, but hath 
ehauged our sorrowful condition into a state 
of joy; hath (to use the Psalmist’s expres- 
sions) tut tied our mourning into dandng ; 
v rph. \i. 18 I LuUxvi.as. 


hath put off our sdckrhth, and girded m 
wUh gladness $ hath cowAdered our trouble, 
and known our soul in adversity ; hath set 
our feet in a large room^ and furnished us 
with plentiful means of subsistence ; bow 
in the various changes, and adventuros, 
and travels of our life, upon sea and land, 
at home and abroad, among ftiends, and 
strangers and enemies, he hath protected 
us from wants and dangers ; from devour- 
ing diseases, and the distemperatures of 
infectious air ; from the assaults of bloody 
thieves and barbarous pirates ; from the 
rage of fire, and ftiry of tempests ; from 
disastrous casualties ; from treacherous 
surprises ; from open mischiefs, that with 
a dreadful face approached and threatened 
our destruction ; then most opportunely 
should w*e with all thankful exultation of 
mind admire and celebrate our Urength, 
and our delieerer ; our faithful refuge in 
trouble, and the rock of our salvation. 

Abo when the ordinary effects of divlno 
providence do in any advantageous manner 
present themselves to our view; when we 
peruse the volumes of story, and therein 
ub<;et*\e the various events of human oxaioii, 
especially the seasonable rewards of virtue, 
tlie notaJile protections and dcliveranec*s 
of innoetnee, and tlie unexpected pimisli- 
ments of malicious wi<*kedness : then we 
should with thankful acclamations celeliratc 
the divine goodness and justice; joining 
in concert vuith that heavenly choir, .and 
sajing, Halhlujah ; salvatum, and ^lory, 
and honour, and poanr unto the Laid our 
God: for true and righUous ate ins judg- 
metds.*^ 

Or when we contemplate the wonderful 
woiks of ndturc, and, walking about at our 
leisure, gaze upon tliis ample theatre of 
the world, considering the stately beauty, 
constant order, and sumptuous furniture 
thereof; the glorious splendour and uni- 
form motion of the heavens ; the pleasant 
fertility of the cai’th ; the curious iiL»ure 
and fragrant sweetness of plants ; the ex- 
quisite frame of animals; and all otluT 
amazing miracles of nature, whertin th<» 
glorious attributes of God (especially his 
transcendent goodness), are most conspi- 
cuously displayed ; (so that hv them not only 
large acknowledgments, but even gratii- 
latory hymns, as it were of praise, have 
been extorted from the mouths of Aristotle, 
Pliny, Galen, and such like im‘n, never 
suspected guilty of an excessive* devotion •) 
then should our hearts be affect(*d with 
thankful s(*iise, and our lips break forth 
into his praise. 

l*«al XXX. 11 , xxxl. 7, 8 “ Apoc. xix. 1, S. 
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Vt*a, from ovpry <>bject of sense, from 
every event of providence, from every com- 
mon occurrence, we may extract fit matter 
of thanksgiving: as did our Saviour, when, 
coiihidciiiig the stupid Infidelity of those 
proud people of Chorazin, Bethsaida, mid 
('apcrnauiii (who were not at all afte<*ted 
by his miraculous wf»rks, nor moved to re- 
pentance by his puthotical dihcourses), and 
comparing it with tlie pious creduhiy of 
his meaner discijdes, he brake forth into 
that divine ejaculation : / thank thee^ O 
Father^ Lord of heaven and earthy that thm 
hast vonLealed these things from the wise and 
prudent^ and hast repealed them unto bahes,^ 
Lv iftttviu dtratc^ii^ns ^Ittcr^vg lisri, soith 

the evangelical narration ; Upon that oe- 
lamn Jesus thus sinike: he embraced that 
conveuiont opportunity of thankfully ac- 
knowhdging God's wise and gracious dis- 
pensation. And frequent oceasiou is af- 
tbrdeil US daily (were our minds suitably 
disposed), of doing the like. 

But 'o much concerning the time of per- 
forming this dut}. 

IV. \Ve pro<»eed to tlie matter thereof; 
for all things. St. (Jhrysostom (in his Coiu- 
ineiilary upon the I4«0th rsulm), having 
euumcriited several particularo lor which 
we are bound to tliauk God ; “ Because" 
(1 rctite his words punctually rendered^, 
“ Betau'^e," saith he, “ lie hath made us, 
who before had no being, and made us 
siirh as we are; because he upholds us 
being nude, and takes care of us continu- 
ally, both publi ly and privately, secretly 
and openly, with and witliout our know- 
le<3t»(‘ ; for all visible things created for 
our sake, tie ministry of them afforded to 
us ; the eoniormalion of our bodies, the 
nobleness of »)ur souls ; his daily (bspensa- 
turns by iiiiriu'les, by laws, by punishments; 
his various mid ineoiaprciensible provi- 
dence ; for tile thief of all, that he hath 
not s]»ared his only-begotten Son for our 
sakt ; tlie benefits confeiTed on us by bap- 
lism, and the othiT holy mysteries (or sa- 
eriuiients ;) the inefiahle good things to be 
bestowed on us hereafter, tho Miigdoin of 
heaven, the rcourrc'ctiou, the enjoyment of 
perfect bliss lia\ir*g, L say, in these worda 
comprised the things for vihieh we are 
oblig<>d to thank and praise God, he thus 
despniukiitly ConeludlS (“Av yu^ txamv nt 

jtaraKtypt ug vtAityoi a^arav lifAfnegjrat 
ButfygfftofVf KAi c^J/treu v^rgifilh/vag <r^ 

ei«.) “ If any one shall endeavour to re- 
count particiilai'ly e\ ery one of these thing*?, 
he will hut plunge himself into an uiiex- 
pressible deep or benelils, and then per- 
* Luke X 21 


ceive for how unexpressibly and inconceiv- 
idily many good things he stands engaged 
to God." And to the like won plus doth 
the devout Psalmist seem to be reduced, 
when he thus exclaims. Now precious are 
thy thoughts mto me, O God t hem great 
is the sum of tJumt If I should count them^ 
tfuiy are more in nummr than the sand.^ 

1 thall not therefore confound myself by 
launching too iiir into this immense ocean, 
our stnve minutely to compute tlie incom- 
prehensible sum of the divine benefits ; hut 
only observe, that in gross, according to 
our Apostle's calculation, all things, which 
however happen to us, are ingredients 
thereof. No occurrence (great or small, 
common or particular, present or past, 
pleasant or sad, peqietual or transitory) 
is excluded from being the subject of our 
thanksgiving : each one may prove bene- 
ficial to 118 ; and we are with a cheerful 
contentedness and a grateful resentment 
to receive tliem all from God's hand. But 
to observe some little distinction, 1 say — 

1. We are to give thanks, not only for 
great and notable benefit**, hut for the least 
and most ordinary fa\oui*s of God : though 
indeed none of (xod's favours are in them- 
.selves small and ineonsideralde. Men are 
wont to bless themselves, if they receive 
but a transient glanct* from a prince’s eye ; 
a smile frtun a gn*at j«TSon.ige ; any slen- 
der iiitlmati(ui of repanl from him that is 
ill capacity to do them good. What is it, 
Ihen, to receive the hast tistiuiony 4»f his 
good-will, from whom alone every good 
thing i«ii b(‘ expected; upon whose dis- 
posal all happy success of our wishes, our 
hopes, and our end(‘avours do entirely de- 
pend I Wo repute him unjust, who witli 
holds the least pai*t of what is due from 
the true owner: and is not he ingi*ateful, 
then, that omits to render thanks for the 
least of divine mercies? 

Inhere is one glory of the w/a, another of 
the moon., nnotfor of the xh/rs,** saith St. 
Paul. Some woiks of God indeed e\(vl in 
lustre ; yet all ai’e glorious, ‘ill are to he 
discerned, all to be esteemed and thaiik- 
fiilly entertained by us. 'I’lie brightness 
of the one should not wholly obscure the 
other ; if it do, it argues the weakness of 
our sense, the dulnoss of our spiritual fis- 
cuJty. For every beam of light that delights 
oiu* eye, for every breath of air tjiat cheers 
our spirits, for every drop of pleasant liquor 
that cools our tliirsi, for every minute of 
comfortable repose, loreverv step we safely 
take, for the ha)t))y issue of tlie least URder- 

p ViiAl cxxxlx IT. IS , xxxvi 5, s, 7. Cor. 
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takfnfT, fscapinpr the vengeance due to 
all idle word or a wanton thou)i^t, we owe 
a h>nm of praise to God. But, 

2. We are to rt»nder tlianks, not only 
for new and present benefits, but for all we 
lutve formerly, all that we may hereafter, 
receive. We find J>avid not only ft'C'quently 
acknowledging the gracious dispensations 
of providence toward him through the 
wliole course of his life, but lookiiiflf back 
in his thankful devotions as far as Ins very 
c^riginal being, and i)riiising God for fa- 
vours conferred on him beyond his memory, 
yea, before his life. I u^ill praise thee^ saith 
*he./hri am fearfunyanrhmml<a fully mode : 
tmirvelltms are thy worhs^ and that my soul 
hmweth right well. My substance was not 
hid from ihee^ when I was made in secret^ 
and curiously wrought in the lower parts of 
the earth. Thine eyes did see my suhsta)we^ 
yet being imperfect; aiid in thy hook nil my 
members wete written.^ which in eouthmance 
were fashioned^ when as %jet there weie lame 
of them J And St. Paul, yet farther re- 
flecting his grateful consideration, blesses 
God for his favour commenced bcf(»re the 
beginning of things. lihssed (saith he) be 
tlm God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christy who hath blessed us vith all spiri- 
tual blessings in heavenly phucs in Chnst^ 
according as he hath chosen us before the 
foundation of the wot Id J 

Neither doth the memory only of for- 
mer, and the enjoyment of present, but the 
hope and foresight also of future blessing.s 
worthily claim our thanks. For, s.dth iSt. 
Peter, Blessed be the God and Father oj^ 
our Lord Jesus f 7/Ws<, which according to 
his abundant mercy hath Ingotten vs again 
unto a lively ho}w by the resuircction of 
Jesus (Jkrift from the dead: to an inheru 
fance incort u/dihle and mdefded^ reserved 
in heavcKfor yon/ Bejists only, and men 
not much better than they, are affected 
with present good turns : but moti of honest 
and generous 1em]aT resent indifferently 
the obligations of all times. Scilsc doth 
not confine their gratitude, nor absence 
remove, nor age wear it out. What once 
is <lone, is ever done to them ; and what 
of courtesy is proposed, seems to them 
performed. But having l>efore discoursed 
soinewliiif largely concerning the remem- 
brance of benefits, I leave this point. Fur- i 
tiierniore, 

3. W e should hloss God, not only for 
new, rare, extraordinary accidents of pro- 
viflenee, but for the common and iiaily 
bemdith rfiid imlulgeiieic'* 1 hereof. Those 

' Psal. c ixMk. 14 ! >» 1C. * Kph i. 3, 4 


favours are ipmaJly the greatest and mu'!! 
valuable in their own nature. (For what 
can be imagined of higher consequence to 
us, than the pre^servation of our lives and 
of our estates, by which they are comfort- 
ably mainlained; than the oouti nuance of 
our bodies in good health, and our minds 
in their right wits ; than the knowledge 
of heawnly truth, the enrouragcmcnts to 
virtue and piety, the assistances of divine 
grace, and the promises of eternal bli'»s 
continually exhibited to us?*) Shall the 
commonness and continuance of these ex- 
ceeding favours, that they are not given us 
once only, and transitorily, but continued 
(that is, given us so oft(*u as time hath in- 
stants), and with an uninterrupted perse- 
verance renewed unto us ; shall this abate 
and enerv.ite our gratittide, which in all 
reason should mainly increase and confirm 
it? But this point I also touched before, 
and therefore, forbearing to insist thereon, 
1 proceed, 

4. We should f^ve thanks, not only for 
private and particular, but for public be- 
nefits also, and for such as befall others. 
I exhort therefore^ saith St. Paul, before 
all things., that suppUrations., prayers^ iuier^ 
cessions^ and thanksgivings he made fot all 
men not prayers only, for good things to 
be bestowed on others ; but tha/dtsgiving^ 
also, for the benefits received by ofliers. 
(And vtivTm in our text, however 
otherwise commonly interpreted, may well 
admit this sense also ; and bo taken indif- 
ferently, pro omnibus., for all persons., and 
ptopter omnia ^ for all things.) 

Wc arc all citizens of the world, and < on- 
errnedin its good constitution •J and thence 
obliged thankfully f o adore the mighty Ujv 
holder and wise Governor thereof, praising 
him for all the general benefit** liber.ally 
poured forth upon mankind. We partake 
in the commodities of civil society ; and 
therefore should heartily thank him, by 
whose gracious disposal order is main- 
tained, peaee continued, justice adminis- 
tered, plenty provided, our lives made s.ile 
and sweet to us thotcin. W\‘are inembiTs 
of a church, and highly interested in the 
prosperous estate and well-btdng thereof: 
when unity therefore is preserved, and 
charity abounds; when knowledge is in- 
creased, and virtue encouraged; when 
piety flourishes, and truth triumphs there- 
in I we are bound to render all possildc 

* Quom vero Mtromin ordine^. quem dlerum nne- 
tiiini(]iitf ^iciSBitudineSf quern inenslum temperutio, 
qiieiiique ea qwp iioblti ffiqrjuiitur ad Iruendufn non 
ginruni oogitnt, Intiie hoinintni onunno nume- 
».ui qtii -Ca rfi Lfg n 

' I Iini ii K * I irfe <’hry« in 2 Cor. Or. 2. 


Ml» t 



stmos IX.J THB DUTY OF 

thanks to the gracious bestouror of those 
inestimable blcasihgs* 

Wo ai*e much mistaken in our account, 
if we either determine our own concern- 
mouts, or measure this duty, by tlie naiTow 
rule of our private advantage: for, sub- 
ducting either the benefits commonly in- 
dulged to mankind, or ilmse which accrue 
from the welfare of public society, what 
pussibilitY uill remain of subsistence, of 
safety, of content unto us? what but con- 
fusion, want, violence, and disquiet ? 

As we arc concerned with our utmost 
endeavours to promote, to wish and praj 
for, to delight and rejoice in, the public 
good of mankind, the peace of our country, 
the prosperity of Sion ; so wc arc to bless 
and thank him, by whose grarious help and 
furtborance they arc attained- 

If wc consult all liistor^ (sacred and 
civil), we shall find it to contain hordl) 
ain thing else considerable, but the earnest 
cndeavoiu’s of good men for public btmefit, 
and their thunkful acknowledgments to the 
divine goodness for it* Mobcs, David, Ne- 
heiniuh, St. Paul, all the prophets, and ail 
the Ap(»btles, w hat other tilings memorable 
dill they do, hut servo God in procuring 
public good, and bliss God for eonferring 
it ? 

Niithcr only as wo arc combined witii 
others in commim interist, but without 
selfish respects, purely out of charitj, and 
humanity, and ingenuous pity, ai'e wt 
obhged to thunk God for the hi m*tits he 
is phased t<» iin[*art to others. If upon 
these ac(*ounts we arc comiiiandcd to r/o 
jifoor/ 10 all men ; to rejoice with thoM that 
rejoue ; to hn even those that hate ns, and 
hh ss thoie that cut sc m ;* ’tis (by fair con- 
soqui nee) surely intended, that wc should 
also bleas God fur the good issue of our 
lionest endeavom's, or of our good wishes 
for them, * 

Anilveiily could we become endowed 
vvitb tliia I xeellent quality of delighting in 
other’s good, and heartily thanking Gi^d 
for it, we needed not to envy the wealth 
and splonilom* of the greatest princes, not 
the wisdom of the pi oioimdcst doi tors, not 
the religion of the devouiest anchorets, no, 
HOT the liap]piness of the highest angels: 
for, upon tliis suyiposition, as the glory of 
all is God’s, so the content in all would be 
tiurs. All the fruit they can yerceive of 
their happy eoiulition, of what kind soever, 
i-» to rejoice in it theinsches, and to pi also 
God for it: and thus should we then do 
as well a^ they. My neighbours good suc- 
cess is mine, if I eqiuilly triumph therein; 

* Odl, Vi, 10, Horn. Ml. lo, Matt, v 41, 
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his riches arc mine, if 1 delight to see him 
enjoy them ; his health is mine, if it rc^esh 
my spirits ; his virtue mine, if 1 by it am 
bettered, and have hearty complaccuee 
therein. By this means a man derives a 
ednffuence of joy upon himself, and makes 
himself, as it were, the centre of all feli- 
city; enriches himself with the plenty, and 
satiates himself with the pleasure, of the 
whole world: reserving to God the praisi^ 
he enjoys the satisfaction of all good that 
haptxms to any. 

Inus we see David frequently thanking 
God, not for his favour only and mercy 
sliowed particularly to himself ^ but for his 
common munificence toward all; for (to 
use his own phrases) kh goodness to alt, 
and his tender met ties over all kis works; 
for executing Judgntent in behalf of the op- 
pressed; iu¥ feediny^ the hungry; {ov loos- 
ening the prisoners , for opening the eyes of 
the blind; for raising them that ore Inm^ed 
dim'll; for preserving the strangers, andre- 
lUring the fatherless and widow; fovhjltng 
up the milk; /or loving, and (onng for^ 
and defending the righteous; for opening 
ki^ hmui^ anil satisfying the desire oj eodif 
living thing, for giving lo the beast his 
food^ ami to the young ravens when tfaif c ly 
unto him:^ in a word, for his goodness to 
every particular creatui’e, not excluding tlic 
most contemptible nor the most savage of 
all. And how affectionately doth St. l^aul 
every will re thank (jod for the growth in 
grat e and spirit ual wisdom, for the yiatience 
ill alhietion and perFcverancc in faith, of 
tliobc good ChrisliaLs he writes unto! So 
should, with an unrestrained exuberance, 
both onr charity to men, ami our gratitude 
to God, abound. But moreover, 

5, We are obliged to give thanks, not 
only ,for pliMsant and prosyierous occur- 
rences of providence, but for those also 
which are advirseto our desire, and di— 
tasteful unto our nattu*al sense ; for poverty , 
sickness, disgrace ; lor all the sorrow s and 
troubles, the disasters and disappointmeuts, 
tint befall us. We are boumlto pay thanks, 
not for our food only, but for oiu: physic 
also (which, though ungrateful to our jia- 
lato, is profitable for our health :) we ai*e 
obliged, in the school of providence, not 
only for the goml instructions, but for the 
seasonable* corrections also vouchsafed unto 
us (whereby, though our senses are offen- 
ded, our maimers are bi'ttered.*) W iiat- 
ever proceeds from good purpose, ami 

• 7 l/for »«? 

«6 ac. — <. nrysu^t m P-^al i \lvm. 

^ es\v !J, *\Ui. 7, N a, c\hii Si I Pot t V. 
IW. V. ill UV. 2H, lUv. lb, cxhii % 
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tends to a bappy end, that is graciunsly 
designed, and effectually conduces to our 
gooa, is a tit subject of thanksgiving: and 
such may all adversities prove unto us ! 
They proceed usually f^om love and kind 
intention toward us : for. Whom Ood 
eth he elmteneth^ cmd sconr^etK every son 
whom he rereivetk ;• and, 1 know^ O Lcrrd^ 
saith David, ihui thy Jttdgmetits are ri^ht^ 
and that thmi in faithfulneiss hff$t afflicted 
me;*' in faithfidness^ Ibal is, with a sincere 
intention of doing inc good. 

(lod tlioroughly knows our constitution, 
what is noxious to oiu* hi^altli, aud what 
may remedy our disteinpcrs ; and thore- 
foro accordingly dis})os(*tli to ns 

pro JacuiidiB apt ifnuiiia qua‘(iu« ; 

instcatl of pleasant honey, he sometimes 
prescribes wholesome wormwood for us. 
We are ourselves greatly ignorant of what 
is condneible to our real good, and, were 
the ehoicc of our condition wholly per- 
mitted to us, should make very foolish, 
very disadvantageous eloctious. 

We shouM (be sure) all of us embrace 
a rich and plentiful estate ; when as, God 
knows, that would make us bl<»thiul and 
luxurious, swell us w ith pride and haughty 
tlioughts, eiieumber us with anxious cares, 
and expose us to dangerous tenijitations ; 
w ould render us forget I ul of ourselves, and 
neglectful of him. Therefore he wisely 
disposetli poverty unto us; poverty, the 
mother of sobriety, the nurse of industry, 
the mistress of wisdom ; which will make us 
luiderstand <mrselves and our dependence 
oil him, and force us to have recourse unto 
his help. And is there not reason wo should 
b(» tliankful for the means by whudi w e are 
delivered from those desperate mischiefs, 
and obtain these exoelleiil advantages ? 

We sliould all (certainl,^) choose the 
favour and applause of men: hut this, God 
also knows, would corrupt our minds with 
voiii conceit, would intoxicate our fancies 
with spurious pleasure, would tempt us to 
ascribt' immoderately to ourselves, and sa> 
<'rilegiously to deprive God of his due ho- 
nour. Therefore he advisedly suffers us 
to incur the disgrace and displeasure, the 
hatred and contempt of men; that so we 
may place our glory only in the hopes of his 
favour, and uiaycmrsue more earnestly the 
jiui-er delights oi a good conscience. And 
d«)lh not this part of divine providence 
highly merit our thanks? 

We would all climb into high places, not 
cfuisidei'ing the precipices on wliieh tliey 
stands nor the vertiginousness of our own 
bi‘aiii^: bul God keeps us safe in the hum- 
“ llcb. xii, 0. * TbaI cxix. 7d. 
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bio valleys^ allotting to us employments 
which we are more capable to manage. 

We should perhaps insolently abuse 
power, were it committed to us: wo should 
employ great parts on unwieldy projects, 
as many do, to tlie disturhance of others, 
and their own ruin : vast knowledge would 
caase us to overvalue ourselves, and con- 
temn others: ei^oying continual health, 
we should not perceive the benefit thereof, 
nor be mindful of him that gave it. A suit- 
able mediocrity therefore of these things 
the divine goodness allotteth unto us, that 
we may ueither starve for want, nor surfeit 
with plenty. 

In fine, the advantages arising from af- 
flictions are so many, and so great, that 
(had 1 time, and were it seasonable to in- 
sist largely on this subject) it were easy to 
demonstrate, that we have great reason, 
not only to be contented with, but to rejoice 
in, and be very thankful for, all the crosses 
and vexations we meet with: to receive 
them cheerfully at God*s hand, as the me- 
dicines of our soul, and the condiments of 
our fortune ; as tlio arguments of hi ■. good- 
will, and the instrument H)f virtue; as solid 
grounds of hope, and comfortable presages 
of future joy unto us. 

G. Lastly, we are obliged to thank God, 
not only for corporeal and temporal be- 
nefits, but also (and that principally) for 
spiritual and otornal blessings. We are 
apt, as to desire more vehemently, to re- 
joice more heartily in the fruition, and 
more jiassionatclv to bewail tlie loss of 
temporal good 1^lings ; so more sincerely 
and seriously to express our gi*atitiidc for 
the reception of them, th:in for others re- 
lating to oui* spiritual good, to our ever- 
lasting welfare : wherein we misjudge and 
misbehave ourselves extremely. For, as 
much as the reasonable soul (that goodly 
image of the divine essence, breathed from 
the moiitli of God) doth in dignity of na- 
ture, and purity of .substance, excel this 
feculent lump of organized clay, our body ; 
as the blissfid ravishments of spirit surpass 
the dull satisfactions of sense ; as the 
bottomless depth of eternity exceeds that 
shallow surface of time, which terminates 
this transitory life : in such proportion 
should our appetite unto, our complacence 
in, our gratitude for, spiritual bh^ssings, 
transcend the affections (respectively) en- 
gaged about these corporeal ac'comuioda- 
tions. 

Consider that injunction of c#ur Saviour 
to bis disciples ; Jn thie rejoice that 
the hpiriis me subject unto yon ; but nither 
rejtnu because your names are wriiien in 
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hemm*'^ Bejoice iiot ; that is, bo not at all 
affected with this (althongjh in itself very 
rare accomplishment, exninent privilege, 
glorious power of working that indeed 
greatest of miracles, subjecting devils ; 
that is, baffling the shrewdest craft, and 
sul>duing the strongest force in nature) in 
com]:>aribon of that delight, which the con- 
sideration of the divine favour, in order to 
your eternal felicity, doth afford. 

We are, *tis true, greatly indebted to 
God for our creation, for that he hatli 
exti*actod us from nothing, imd placed us 
in so lofty a rank among his ci*caturcs ; 
for the excellent faculties of soul and IhkI} 
wherewith he hath endued us ; and for 
many most admirable prerogatives of our 
outward estate: but much more for oar 
rederajititm, and the wonderful circum- 
stanc'cs of unexpressible love and graa«* 
therein declared ; for his descending to a 
conjunction with our nature, and cle\atiiig 
us to a partiti^tion of his ; for dignifying 
ns with illustrious titles, and instating 

iis in a sure capacity of a much supci lor 
happiness. Our daily food deser\cs well a 
grac» til 1)0 said before and after it ; but 
how much more that constant provision of 
hiavcnly manna, the evangelical verity; 
those savour) delicacies of di'votion, whero- 
l;v iiur souls are nourished to eternal life? 
’I’is n laudable custom, when we are de- 
manded eonct ruing our health, to answer, 
HW/, I ihimk God; but much more rea- 
son have w^e to sa^ so, if our conscience 
<Mii attest i'oncerring that sound constitu- 
tion of mind, whereby wo are disposed 
vigorously to perform those virtuous func- 
tioiis, due from reasonalde naturi*, and 
c onforinahle to the divine law. If for the 
jirusperous success of our worldl) at- 
tempts ; for avoiding dangers that threa- 
ti ned corporal pain and damage to us ; 
for defeating the advcrsfines of our secu- 
lar quiet, we make To Dfium laudtimus our 
imvjx/ot (our song for victory how much 
more for the happy progress of our spiri- 
tual affairs (affairs of incomparably higher 
cousc'(|uence ;) for escajiing those dreadful 
ha/.ards of utter ruin, of endless torture • 
for vanquishing sin and hell, those irrecon 
cilable enemies to our everlasting peace; 
ai*e we obliged to utter triumphal aathents 
of Joy and Uiankfulness ! 

This is the ordtnr observed by the Psal- 
mi>t ; inciting his sovl l<i hlevs God for all 
hh he begins with the considera- 

tion of God's mer<*y in pardoning his sins ; 
tlien proceeds to his goodness in bestowing 
temporal favours. Who Jorgiocth all thj 
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fima^ leatls the van ; Who mtiitJiHh thy 
mmth with good things^ brings up the rear 
in the onumeratiou and acknowledgment 
of God's btmeiits. That our min^ are 
illustrated with the knowledge of (vodand 
1 his glorious attributes, of Christ and liis 
I blessed Go8|>el, of that straight path which 
I conductoth to true happiness ; that by di- 
vine assistance we are enabled to elude the 
I allurements, to withstand the violences of 
temptiition, to assuage immoderate desires, 
to bridle exorbitant passions, to cori’eot 
vicious incIinalionB of mind ; reejuin^s 
more our hearty thanks, than for that we 
were able by our natural wit to penetrate 
the abstrusest mvstiTies, or to Milyugale 
empin s by our bodily strength. The for- 
givencss <)f our siub doth more oblige 
us to a graceful acknowleilgmoiit of the 
divine goodness, than should (lod enrich 
us with all the treubui’es contained in tho 
bowels of the earth, or bottom of the ocean. 
One glimpse of his favourable countenaneo 
should more cntlame our affections, than 
bemu invented with all the imaginable 
sjilcudour of worhliy glory. 

Of these inestimable beneffts, and all 
the advantageous circumstances wbt rcwitli 
they are attcndeii, we ought to luaintain 
in our boaids constant resentments ; to c‘x- 
cite our thankfulness, tfi kindle our love, 
to qui<*ken our obedience, by the frequent 
contemplation of them. 

Thu'* have 1 (though, 1 confess, much 
more sUglitly than so wmrthv a subject did 
r^»qnire') prosecuted the several particulars 
observable in these words. I should con- 
clude with certain inducements persuasive 
to the practice of this dut) ; whereof 1 have 
in the tenor both of the former and pre- 
sent discourse insinuated tiivers, and could 
propound manv more : but (in compliance 
with the time') *l shall content mvsell briefly 
to consider only these three verj obvious 
ones. 

1. First, therefore, we may consider, that 
there is no disposition w hatever more deeply 
radicated in the original constitution of all 
souls endued with any kind of ptTception 
or passion, than being sensible of beneffts 
received; being kindly affected with love 
and respect toward them that exhibit them ; 
being ready with suitable expressions to 
acknowledge them, and to endeavour com- 
petent recompenses for them. The worst 
of men, the most devoid of all not only piety, 
but humanity and common ingenuity, the 
moi»t barbarous imd most wicked (whom 
neither sense of equity nor resjiect to law, 
no promise of reward or fear of vengcanci', 
can anywise engage to do tilings just and 
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fitiing, or rc^t^a5n from cnormom Rctioas), 
retain notwithstanding sofmethixig of tlds 
natural mclination, ana are usually seinsible 
of good turns done unto them. Exj^enee 
teaches us thus much ; and so doth m|kt sure 
oracle of our Saviour ; If (saith he) ye, do 
to those tt'Ao do good to you^ wh&tthmk 
is it f for even sinners (that is, men of ap- 
parently lewd and dissolute conversation) 
ao the same,^ 

Yea, even beasts, and those not only the 
most gentle and sociable of them (the offi- 
cious dog, the tractable horse, the docile 
elephant), but the wildest also and fiercest 
of them (the untameablc lion, the cruel 
tig(‘r, and ravenous bear, as stories tell us, 
and e:kpiTicnce attests), bear some kind- 
ness, show sf>me grateful uffiection to those 
that provide for thorn/ 

Neitlior wild beasts only, but even in- 
animate creatures, seem not altogctlier 
insensible of benefits, and livelily represent 
unto us a natural abhorrence of ingratitude. 
The ri\ ers openly discharge into the sea 
thoftie waters, which by indiscernible con- 
duits they derived tlience ; the heavens 
remit in bomitiful showers what from the 
eai'tb they had exhaled in vapour ; and the 
earth, by a fruitful increase, repays the 
culture bestowed thereon ; if not (os the 
Apostle to the Hebrews doth pronounce), 
it deserves curhiug and reprobationJ So 
monstrous a thln^, and univcrsiilly abomi- 
nable to nature, is all ingratitude. And 
how execrable a prodigy is it, (hen, towiu'd 
God, from wWpA alone we receive what- 
ever we en^, whsitover we can expect of 
good ! 

11. The second ohliualion to this duty is 
most j list and (‘<iua 1. h or (as he® said well), 
Hfrojicimn qvi dare nest it ^ injnsfe petit : 
He unjustly retpdres (mucli more unjustly 
ri'eeivos) a benefit^ who i& not mmd d to re~ 
tifitite it. In all reason wc are indebted for 
svhat is freely giNOii, as well as for wluit is 
I( m unto us. l^'or the frecness of the giver, 
his not exacting security, nor expressing 
4'onditious of return, doth n(*t diminish, 
but rather increase the debt. He Ihdl gives, 
indeed, aceonling to human (or jMihticalj 
Uw (which, in order to preservati<m of pub- 
lic pc.iee, rcHiuires only a punctual perform- 
ance 0 / contracts), transfers his right, and 
alienates his possession : but according to 
tliat more no\>le and perfect rule of vugc- 
nuitj (tlie law which God and angels and 
gntni men eliieff) observe, and govern them- 
sdves by), what is pivew is but committed 
to the faith, deposited in the hand, trea- 
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aured up in the custody of him that receives 
it: and what more jvalpablc iniquity is ^erc, 
than to betray the trust, or to detain the 
pledge, not of some inconsiderable trifie, 
out of inestimable good-will ?* JSxcepla 
Macedontem gente (saith Seneca), non eU 
uUa data adoersus in^atm aetio:^ 2n 
no nation (esevepting the Macedonians) tm 
actim could be preferred against ingrateful 
persons^ as so* (Though Xenophon,* no 
mean author, reports, that among the Per- 
sians also there w'ere judgments assigned, 
and punishments appointed, for ingrati- 
tude.) However, in the court of heaven, 
and at the tribunal of conscience, no of- 
fender is more constantly arraigned, none 
more surely (condemned, none more severe- 
ly punished, than the ir^atefiil man. 

Since, therefore, wo have received all 
from the divine Imiinty ; if God should, in 
re«}uital, exact, that we sacrifice our lives 
to the testimony of his truth ; that we em- 
ploy our utmost pains ; expend our whole 
estate, ailventure our health, and prosti- 
tute all our earthly contents to his sen iet ; 
since ho did but revoke his own, it wrre 
great injustice to refuse compliance with 
his demands : how niucli more, when he 
only expects from us and requires sonu^ 
few acknowledgments of our obligation to 
him, some little portions of our substance, 
for the relii‘f of them that need, some easy 
observances of his most reasonable com- 
mantls ? 

111. Tliirdly, This is a most sweet and 
delightful <lut). Praise the Lord^ saith the 
most experienced Psalmist, fit the Laid 
is good; sing praise*, to his name, for d is 
pleasant: and othorw’herc, Praise the Ltyid, 
for it is good to sing praises to our God ; 
for it is pleasant, and praist* is conudy.^ Th(» 
performance of tliis duty, as it especially 
proceeds from good humour, and a cheer- 
ful disposition of miml; so it feeds aiul 
toments them ; both root and fruit ther<*of 
are hugely sweet and sapid. Whenee St. 
James ; If any man be afflit ted, let him pray . 
is any merry, let him sing psalms: * psalms, 
the proper matter of which is praise and 
thanksgiving. 

OthiT duties of dev otion have somelhiiiLr 
laborious in them, something disgustful to 
our sense. Prater minds us of our wants 
and iini>crfeetions ; confession induces a 
sad remembrance of our misdeeds and bad 
deserts: but thanksgiving includes nothing 
uiiea^j or unpleasant ; nothing but the me- 
mory and sense of exceeding goodness. 

* KsAdv S} (himvfifu* zofMim 
h IkiK't hb.vm cap.C » Xon Tyro cap 1. 
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AH lovf' is sweet ; but that dspefially 
which arises, not from a bare apprehen^ 
Moii t)iily of the object’s worth and dignity^ 
hut from a feeling of its singiilar benoS- 
ecMiee and useftilpobs unto us. And what 
thought eau enter into the heturt of man 
mure eomfurtalilc and delicious than this, 
that the great Master of all things, the 
most wise and mighty King of heaven and 
earth, hath entertained a gi'aticms regjird, 
liatli expressed a real kindmsss towards us ? 
tliat we arc in capacity to hojiour, to plefise, 
to j)re.senl an acceptable saerilice to him, 
who can render us jierfectly happy ? that 
we are admitled to tlio practice of that 
when in the . supreme of paradise, and 

the perfection of ang( lical bliss, consists ? 
For prai'^c and thanksgiving arc the most 
rlclcctuhle business of litaviu; and God 
grant they may be our greatest dcliglU, our 
jm>st frequent employ nnuil upon earth ! 

To these 1 might add such fartlier con- 
siderations : That this duty is of all most 
acc(*j)tal>lc to (h>d, and most profitable to 
us."* That gratitude for i)(*netits ]>rocures 
more, (H^posing God to bt'stow', and qiia.- 
lifviiig iih lo rc(ci\c them. That the seri- 
ous pcrfurniaiK c of tins dnt\ efficaciously 
pioinntcs and fatililales the j»ractice of 
fdhei* duties ; since the more we are sen- 
Mhle of oin* iddigations to God, the more 
nadv we slmll he t<» please In m, by obe- 
dience to hi -> commandments. Whit St. 
(’lirvsostoni " saith of prater — “ It i^ ii.i- 
poshible tliat he, who with competent 
jiroinptitude of mind doth coii^^taully ap- 
})!} himself thereto, should (‘\cr siu’* — is 
most especially true of this jiart of devo- 
tion • for how f‘an we at the same time he 
spiisihlc of God's goodness t<» us, and wil- 
lingly offend him ? That the lueinoi*) of | 
l»ast benefits, and sense of present, con- 
firms our faith, and nourishes our hope of 
future. Tliat the circumstau(‘cs of the 
tiivinc beiKi'ccnce niiglitil} strengthen the 
obligation to this dut;y ; especially his alv 
solute fretmess in giving, and our total 
unv> orthim*s> to reciive ; tmr Mjry ingra- 
titude itself affording strong imluci-ments 
to gratitude. That giving thanks hath 
th Javtu been always the principal part of 
ail icligion (whether in diluted b} divine 
••ouimand, or prompted h) natural r(*ason, 
or piopagatod h) gciural Ivaaitmn ;) the 
i Jliiiic devotion con i tilig (^as it were 
tolall)) ill th(‘ jiraisc of their gods, and 
iu kiiowledginent of tlicir hciulits; the 
.^wish more than half in cm iMri''tirai 
c*hIations, and in solemn comuicmoralions 
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of providential favours ; and that of the 
ancient Christians so far forth, that bye- 
standera cotdd hardly disc'crn any other 
tiling in their religious practice than that 
they sang huniis to Christ, and by mutual 
sacraments obliged IheinHelvcs to abstain 
from all \ iJlan v But I will rather wholly 
omit the pr<»^ecution of these pregnant 
arguments, than 1 h* further offensive to 
your patience. 

Now the hlfSf^ed FovtiUnn of all ^oiKlness 
and mernj inspire oitr hf arts nifh his heu- 
oenhj graeo^ awl thereby enahle v\ rightly 
to apprehend^ diligt^utty to umidcr^ faith- 
fully to remfiuher^ uuat/iily to ester to he 
heartily offer terl u ifk^ to render alt due ur - 
htwuder/gairofl^ p/r/ist*, lore^ and thanhjul 
ohedUoae for ail his (injimtely great maf 
innumeraldy inrmij) favours^ merrdes^ and 
brnrfts freely conferred upon vs: and let us 
say mith Darirl^ Blessetl he the Lord Uod 
oj Israel^ who only doth wondrous things : 
and blessed he his glorious wxme for ever; 
and let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory. Blessed he the Lord God of Israel 
from eevi lasting to everlrzsting : and let all 
the people say^ Amen,^ 

SERMON X. 

ON Tnx kino's happy keturn. 

1 Tim. ii. 1,2 J exhort therefore^ thut^ 

first of all^ supplications^ praytrs^ intrr- 
vr^siuns^ and g icing of thanks^ be made 
for alt men . for kivgs^ and for all that 
are in aufhoi i/y. 

Saint Paul in hi^ preceding discourse 
having insinuatt^d dire<*tions to his scholar 
and spiritual son, Timothy, concerning the 
discharge of hivS office, of instructing men 
in their dut^ according to the evangelical 
doctrine (the niuin de«iigii whereof he 
teacheih to etmsist, not (as some men con- 
ceited) in fond storie.'^, or vain sneeulatioiis^ 
hut in practice of sul>staiitial duties, hold- 
ing a sinrere faith maintaining a goor/ con- 
scumee^ ptTforiniiig officcsof />u/ cand hearty 
charity ; ) in pursuance of such general 
dut} , and as a principal instance thereof, 
he doth here first rf all eshrri^ or, doth 
e chart that first of all^ ail kinds of devotion 
shimld be offered to God, as for all men 
gineviillv, so particularly f«>r kings aitd 
magistrates,^ I’ roni w htmee w e may collect 
two particulars: 1. Tliat tlie making of 
phtyers for kings is a < Christian duly «»f 
gieat importdiicH. (Si. Paul judging fit to 
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ex/wrt thereto before all oih/n' 

; or, to exhort that hefitre all thiiige 
it should ho performed.)* 2, That it is iiu 
eumbent on the pastors of the church (such 
as St. Timothy was) to take special care 
that this iluty should be performed in* the 
chui’ch; bc»tli publicly in the congregatioiw, 
and privately in the retirements of each 
Christian: according to what the Apostle, 
after the proposing divers enforcements of 
this duty, suhsumetli in the eighth \crsc: 
/ vaill therefore^ that men pray evei'ywhere^ 
lifting up holy hunch ^ without wroth or 
ciuuhhng. 

The first of these particulars, That it is 
a <luty of great huportanec to pray for 
Icings^ I shall insist ujion : it b(*ing indeed 
now very fit and seasonable to urge the 
practice of it, when it is jierliaps conmiouly 
jiot much considered, or not w <‘li ob'^erved ; 
and w'bcn there is most lucd of it, in rc- 
giu’d to l}»o efteets and consequences w liicli 
may proceed ft*om the conseionable dis- 
charge of it. 

My endeavour therefor® shall be to ]>rcsh 
it by divers considerations, discovering (»ur 
obligation thereto, and serving to induce | 
us to its observance ; some whereof shall 
be general, or common to all times ; some 
partieuhtr, or suitable to the present cir- 
cumstances of things. I 

1. 1'he Apostle exhort cth Christians to 
pray for kings with all sorts of prater: 
with or deprecations^ for averting 

e\ils from them; with oi* peti- 

tions^ for obtaining good things to them ; 
with ivTivZuf, ov curasionat interc cessions ^ for 
ne(*dful gifts and graces to he colliited on 
them : as, after St. Austin,^ interpreters, 
in expounding St. i^aulS words, coYiinioiil;y 
distinguish, howaccuriitel^ 1 s}».dl not dis- 
cuss: it sYithcing, that assort dly the Apostle 
meaneth, iindei* this variety of <‘\pr<'ss5on, 
to comprcdieml all kinds of j)ra}cr. And 
1c this I sii} we are obliged upon di\i*i*s 
accounts. 

1. Common charity should dispose us 
t ) pray for kings, 'rhis (;bri.sti;m diq>ot’ 
tioYi iuclineth to universal ht m*vnleiict and 
bdicficeuce, according to that apostolical 
prt(‘ept, As we hac3c opportunity^ let ua do 
g(j'/cl unto all incn:^ it consequently will 
tscilc us to pray for all men ; seeing this 
is a wny of exerting good-will, and exer- 
cisim? hsueficence, which an;y man, at any 
lime, if he hath the will and htarl, may 
lia>e ojqKirtunity and ability to pursue. 

Nt* man indts^d otherwise can benefit all ; 
jew lYien otherwise can benefit nuiuy; some 
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men otherwise cim benefit none: but in* 
tills way any man is able to benefit all, or 
unconiinedly to oblige mankind, deriving 
on any somewhat of God's immense beiii*- 
ftcence. By performing this good offic-e, 
at the expense* of a few good wishes ad- 
dressed to the sovereign Goodness, the 
poorest may prove benefactors to tlu* richest , 
the meanest to the highest, tlie weakest to 
the mightiest of men; so we may ])cncfit 
e\en those who are ino«t remote ft’oin ns, 
most strangers and quite unknown to us, 
Our prayers can reach the utmost ends of 
the earth ; and by thorn our chai*ity may 
embrace all the world. 

And from them surel) kings must not 
he excluded. For if, because all men are 
our fellow-creatures, and brethren by the 
same heavenly Father; bo<'au8<* all men 
are allied to us by cognationand similitude 
of nature ; because all men are the objects 
of God’s partienlar favour and care: if, 
l>feause all men arc partakers of the com- 
mon redemption, !>) tlie undertakings of 
him who is the common Mediator and 
.Saviouj’ of all men ; and l>eeause all men, 
at'cording to the gracious intent and de- 
sire of (jrod, are dev-igned for a consortship 
in the same blessed iiibcritanee (which eu- 
I foreements fcJt. PauH in the context doth 
intimate :) if, in fine, because all men do 
need prayers, and are capable of benefit 
from them, we should bo charitably dis- 
posed to pra;y for them : then must we also 
pra} for kings, who, even in their personal 
capacity, as men, do share in all those eon- 
ditiuiis. Thus may we conceive St. Paul 
here to argue : For all men^ saith he,ybr 
kiugh ; that is consequently for kings^ or 
particularly yi;;’ kings ; to pray for whom, 
.It least no h*sh than for other men, uni- 
versal charity should dispose us. 

liidt ed, even on this account we may say, 
e.speciaUy for kings; the law of gtmeral 
charily with peculiar advantage bting ap- 
jili( able to them : for that law coimnouly 
IS expressed witli inference to our neigh- 
bour; lliat is, to persons with whom we 
i have to do, wl)o come vuidcr our piirticidar 
I notice, who by any intercourse' are approxi- 
mated to us ; mid su( li are kings espeeiiilly. 
For whereas the greatest part of men (^hy 
reason of their dhlaiice from us, from the 
obsciu'ity of their condition, or for want of 
opportunity to converse with them) must 
needs slip b(»side us, so tliat we cannot 
iTuploy any distinct thought or affection 
toward tlu*m: it is not so with kings, who 
by their eminent and illustrious station 
becoiiio very observahh by us ; with whom 
0 1 1 im. 11 4 b, b. 
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wt* hav<» tranaaetions and mutual 

<*r>nci»rns ; ^ho, tluTefoPc, iu the strictest 
iirceptalioii, are our neighbours; whom we 
are ehargod to lore as ourselves ; to whom 
oonsequeutly we must perform this most 
cliiiriiable office of praying for them. 

2. To imprehs wnicli consideration, wc 
may reflect, that commonly we have only 
tliis way granted us of exercising our cha- 
rily towards princes; they being situated 
alol’t above the reach at private bonefl- 
ci*nce :* so that we cannot enrich them, or 
relievo them by our alms ; we cannot help 
to exalt or nri'fer them to a bettor state; 
we eaii liardl) come to imparl good advice, 
seasonahic couMd.ition, or wholesome re- 
ju’oof to ; we cannot profit or please 
tluMU by familiar <H)nversation. For as iu 
divers other rcsjiects they resemble the 
Divinity ; so in this they are like it, that 
VM‘ may say to them, as the Psalmist to 
(lod. Thou art nuj Lord ; my ^oodtms ex~ 
Unuleth not to thveS Yet this case may be 
rt served wherein the poorest soul may 
benefit the greatest prince, imparting the 
rleln -t and choicest goods to him; he may 
be indebted for hi^ safety, for the pio 
speritv (►f his aflUirs, for God's inorcv 
and favour toward him, to the prayers of 
bi-^ meanest vassal. And thus to oblige 
princt*s, metbinks, w^c should be very de- 
sirous : we should be gla^l to use sueh an 
advantiigc, wi* should be ambitious of 
sueh an h(»nour. 

3. We are bound to pray for kings out 
of eharity to the publie ; because their 
good is a ^eiK'ral good, and the conimu- 
niiic', of men (both ebm*ch and stati*) are 
greatly eouet rn(*d in the blessings by praver 
derived on them. 

The saftdy of a prince is a great, pai t 
of tl»e (‘oinmon wclfan* ; the cominoii- 
v\cnUh, as it W('-e, living and hreathhig 
in him; hi** fall, like that of a tall ceibu* 
(to which he is compared), shaking the 
earth, and di^eomposi ng the state ; putting 
thiiiurs out of eourse, and drawing them 
iutd new channels ;* triinsJating the adinl 
iii'^traiion i>f aflliirs into untried hands, 
and an uncertain condhlim. Hence, J it 
thf Jtifur Ihr (w hich our transluturs render, 
(Joif 6r/iv* thr /a/?g), v\as an usual form of 
salutation, or prayer: and, 0 If or for 

1 a r^^ was a c istomary address to jn’inces, 
\vli< reto the bes*^ men did conform, even 
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It tt « <*11 Altnih n . ltd Juimn 
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in application to inmc of the best princes ; 
as Nchomiah to king Artaxorxes, and 
Daniel to king Darius. Hence not only 
good king David is called t/te of Is» 
rail {Thau sholf not^ said Abisbai, my 
fftore out with U9 to battle^ that thou 
yuench nut the tif^ht of Israel ;**) but even 
the wicked and perverse king Zedekiah’ is 
by the prophet Jeremy himself (who had 
been so misused l»y him) styled tfie breath 
of our noKtriUt. {The breathy saith he, 
our nostrils^ the anointed of the Lord was 
fnhen in their piU,^) Hence not only tlie 
fall of good king .ToMah was so grievously 
lamented hut a solemn luotirnitig was 
due *0 that of Saul ; and, Ye daughters of 
Jerr'/Jpm^ urep for was a strain 

hetoming the immth of hi great Mif*ce'»sor 
king Da\id. Ihmco tho primitive Gliris- 
tians, who eoold not be constrained to 
sw'ear by the tr<mins of Ga*sar, did not yet, 
in coinplianie with the usual practice, 
scruple to sw Ltir by tlieir health or safety 
that is, to express their washing it, with 
ajipeal to (jod’« testimony of their sincerity 
tliorein ; as Josi‘ph may be conceived to 
liav e sworn hfj the life of Pharoak,^ Hence 
well might the people tell king David, 
Than art worth ten thousand of us ; ® seeing 
the public was so much interested in his 
safety, and had suflVred more in the lo.sa 
of him, tiian if a myriad of others had mis* 
earned. 

This honour likewise of a prince is the 
glory of Ins people ; seeing it is founded 
on qtuiliTies or dieds tending to their ad- 
vantage ; s<'eiTig it can hai*dly bo supposed 
that he should a('(]uire honour without 
their aid auil oont‘urreucc, or that he 
should retain it without th<*ir support and 
their satisf^ution. And as the chief grace 
and beauty of a body is in the head,*^ and 
the fairt'sl ornaments of the whole are 
plat'cd there ; so is any commonwealth 
most dignified and bcautifieil by the repu- 
tation of its prince. 

The w’calth anti pow er of a prince are 
the supports and securities of a state ; he 
tliereby being enabled to ui)hold aud de- 
fend its safety , it «. order, its peace ;** to 
protect Ins people from foreign injuries 
and invasions ; to secure them from intes- 
tine broils and factions; to repress out- 
rages and oppressions annoying them. 

The prosperity of a prince h inseparable 

t Swl et jummus, filcut non per genios C’w'^itru n. 
ita iicr suliitiMn oorum, qua: cst augusUoi ommbijui 
gemiis. — Tert^ ^pol, cap xxxH. 

b 2 8arn. xxl. 17. » 2 Kings xtiv. 

\T\il 0 b Lam iv SO. i SC<(*b. xn 11 , 
2 rimm. ).\x\. 24 2 Ran i 12, 24. * <»ou. 
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from the prosperity of his people; they 
ever partaking of liis fortunes, and fhri 
ving or suffering with him. For as when 
the bull shineth brightly, there is a cloar 
day, and tatr weather over the world so 
when a prince U not overclouded until ad- 
\erbity or di.sastrous occurrences, the puli- 
lie state must be serene, and a pleasant 
stale of things will appear. Then is the 
ship in a good condition, when the pilot in 
open sea, with ftdl san^i and a brisk gale, 
clieorfully steoreth on towards his debigned 
port. 

Especially the piety and goodness of a 
princf‘ is of vast consequence, and^ieldt^th 
infinite benefit to his country. For, Vita 
prinrijivt censura eU; the life of a prince 
is a calling of other men’s lives to an ac- 
count.^ llib exoiuple liath an uiispeakjible 
influence on the manners of his ])eople, 
who are apt in all las garh and e\ er;s fa- 
shion to imitate him.* Ills practice is 
more powerful than his coramiinds, and 
often doth controV them. His awthonty 
hath the groat btrtAwo m encouraging \\r- 
tue, and checking \ice, if it bendeth that 
way ; the dispeu*;ation of honours and 
rewards, with the infliclion of ignoniinu'b | 
and corrections, being in his hand, and 
passing from it accortliiig to his inclina- | 
tions. His power is tin* bliicld of iniio- i 
eonce, the fence of right, the slvellcr of | 
wcakncbs and simplicity against violences 
and frauds. His \eiy look (d smile or a 
frown of his countenance) is bulfieient to 
advance goodness, and su|q)rc‘ss wieked- 
ncbs; ftccorcling to that ot Solomon, A 
kins' Httinf( in tlw throup of pLd^went siat- 
teretk away all er^U mth his cpcf.* His 
goodness plea^ing GckI, jmoeurtth his fa^ 
vour, and ♦hercu itli ch dut cth from heaven 
all kinds of blessings on lu'^ ]Kople. And 
if those politic* aj>ln>ribm-> of tin* Wise Man 
he true, tlutn'£>/f/cow.wi6fss pxalUth a nation 
and establhlinih a thnmp ; that wiun it 
f'opth wpll with the Uu* diy te- 

jotrpth ; and the same by the blessing o f the 
ejvnght IS exalted ;* then upon his inelinc 
tions to virtue the advaneeuicnt and sta- 
bility of public welfare do mainly depend. 
So, lor instance, how did ]»ic*ty flouiish in 
the JiiiCb of David, who loved, fa vowed, 
and practibcd it 1 and what abundance of 

* Flivihilcs m <)uaincunqu<> partrni dutimur a 
princ'ipe Htquo, ut Ita diconi, scquaouH bunms Iluio 
t turn t list i, liiuc jtroliati exM (.uplmub . quod fninira 
sp«i}a \ < rlnt dibBimileb, ]iioqii« ob*«oquii contiiiuatioiie 
l»‘ r\niitnus ut onuus huutmes unius inotlbuN 
\najiiu JO n Pmu * 

\ lid 1 1 men 1 - c( ns>iia fst, euqucpt<rpetuu , (ulhuiW 
din<.uii »i Hit ban< c nvntnuin , ute turn iini*U'io 
I rtbis «i>u , I iimni i.y<' iplo - J!hd 
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I prosperity did attend it ! What bhowers of 
I uiesbingR (wliat peace, what wealth, what 
credit and glory) did God then pour down 
j upon Uraei 1“ How did the goodness of 
that pnnee transmit favours and niercieo 
on his country till a long time after his 
decease ! Hiw often did God profess for 
his servant DaMs sake to preserve Judah 
from destruction ; so that even in the days 
of Hezekiah, when th(* king of Assyria did 
invade that country, God by the mouth of 
Isaiah declared, 1 will defend this city to 
save it for mine own sake, and for my ser- 
vant David's sahe*^ 

We may indeed observe, that, accord- 
ing to the rcpi t*sentation of things in holy 
Scripture, there is a kind of mural con- 
nexion, or a communication of im rit and 
guilt, between prince and peoph* ; so that 
mutually each of thrm is rewarded for the 
virtues, eacli is punished lor the vie(‘s of 
the other. As for tin iniquities of a peo])le, 
God wifhdrawetli from their prince the 
free cottvummedVvouH <A' \As grace and vA 
his favour fsuffevmg him to incur bin, or 
to fill! into ini''fortuiie ; w hioh was the ( ase 
of that ineompapahly good king Josiah,'^ 
and liatli been the fate of divers excellent 
primes, whom God liath Hutched away 
from people unworthy of them, or involved 
with such a people in cuniinori ealamities; 
m'cordiiig to the rule ])ro])ounded in the 
Law,' ol God’s dealing with the Israelites 
in the case of thi‘ir disohcdienee ; and ac- 
cording to that of Samuel, If you shall do 
wickedly^ ye shall he eonsumol^ both ye and 
your ktng:) so rei iprocaJly, for the mis- 
demeanours of jirinces (or in th“m, and 
by them), Goil doth cliasti'-e their people. 
For what confusions in Israel did the of- 
fences of Solomon ort ah* ! What ini‘'chiefs 
did issue tliereon from Jeroboam’s wii'ked 
hthaviour! How ihd the sms of Mauas- 
sth Miek to his eonnlry, siiue that, even 
after that notable reformation wrought by 
I Joswh, it is said, Noiu iihstondini( the Lord 
I turned not from ih fieri eiass oj his great 
I /////M, whnfuith his owj* r ivas kindled 
against Judah ^ bt (tiuse of all the provo- 
talwHs whereimth Mmuisseh hul provoked 
him! And how sordy, h\ a tedious three 
years famine, did C* od av onge haul* ^ ci uelty 
toward the Gihoonitcsp 

Nor are only the sins of had princes 
aflfixed to pt*oplo conspiring with them in 
impiety ; for even of King He/ekioh it is 

“ 2 harn \ii 9; (Pwl Uxii 7 ) ' (2 Sam. \ii, 

16, 1 kiiiKs Jer wMii 21, Ttal Ixvxix. 2'), 

( xxMi 10), ]-.n xxxvu 3), (I Kiiizb xi .12, 34 ) 
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'said, But IfezeUah rendered not ugaiv an. 
curding to the heu^t done unto him ; far 
his heart tve/s lifted up : therefore there kus 
wrath upon kim^ and upon Judah and Jeru- 
salem,'^ So the pride and ingratiiude of an 
exeellent prince were avenged on his sub* 
jeets. And ^hen good king David (God 
.•utrting his grace from him) did f^l into 
thai «n‘i»gaul transgression of eomilitag his 
fore«*s, tliat, as Joab prudently forehild, be- 
taine a t ause of trespass to Israel; and God^ 
sailli the text, was displeased with this 
thing , therefore he smote Israeli 

D*i\ id indeed seemed to apprehend some 
inikluily in this proceeding, expostulating 
tlms, ts it not that I commanded the peoph 
to he numhen d i even I it is that have sinned 
and done evil iiidted; hvJtm for these sheep^ 
u hat have tht y done But God had no re- 
gard to hi-. pUa, nor return<‘d auy answer 
In it ; for indttd GodV wrath began with 
th«> ]>eople, and titeii king’s sin was but a 
* jiuJyiiu lit exeeufed on them ; for fhc tf/wr, 

IV vs said, of fta Loid nos kindled oftutnsi 
Israel thj their sin ^nvel^, whieh is t\ie 
<*iily met alive of livine wrath), and he 
moved I Uiud against Ham to say, Gonum- 
her Israel and Judah, 

So indeed it is the i ])rinces are hail, that 
the) iueur gieat uror'^, or comimt notable 
tre.spasses, is coiuiuonl) iinjfutable to the 
iault of subjects; and is a just judgment 
by divine Providence laid on them, as for 
other pro\0'‘Ulious, so especially fur their 
want of devotion, and neglecting duly to 
pray for tin in. Fo if thv) <‘onstiUilly, with 
hearty sincerity and earnest fen cnc) . w ould 
III their behalf sue to God, vtho fashionr th 
<dl the hearts of wdio especiall) hold- 
eth the hearts of kings in his hand,, and 
iuvneth them udiitkersoever he uill;^ we 
rcasoiiiihlv might presunu , that (lOil by his 
griu'c w ould direct them into the right wav , 
and incline ^heir hearts to goodness; that 
he would aceomplisli his own words in the 
jnoplict, 1 will make thy officers peace^ and 
thine exactors nf*hteousness that we uiiglit 
liave oceasion to pay thank^-givmgs hk** that 
of IC/ra : Jilessed he the Lord God of our 
fathers,^ Wio hath put sm h things as this v* 
the hinges heart,, to heauhjif the house of the 
Lotd udiich is in Jt rusatemJ 

We are apt to uiipiitv* the ill manage- 
ment of things, and the had suc( k ss waiting 
<*n it, unto princes, bti^vg in appearanee 
tl e iiiiinedlato agents and instruments of 
it ; hut we eoiinuonly do therein mistake, 
nut considering tliat om selves are most 

•iJri xxxii 3‘2 ) ‘2 ( hnm 'x\n. T* • 1 Thron 
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piilty and blameahle for it ; that it is an 
impious people which inaketh an unhappy 
prince ; that their offences do pervert hii» 
counsels, and blast his undertuking.s : that 
their profanenesa and indevotion do in- 
cense God's displeasure, and cause him to 
desert princes, withdrawing his gracious 
conduct from tliem, and permitting them 
to be misled bv tetiiptation, by ill advice, 
by their ow n inm'mities, lusts, and passions, 
into courses fit to punish a naughty people. 
So these were tlie causes of Mo^c^s's speak- 
ing unadvisedly with his Iqis,, and that U 
went ill with him for their sakts;^ of Aa- 
ron’s fevnuing the molten calf; of David's 
numbering the people; of Josiah’s unad- 
vis<*d cot crprlsi* against Pharaoh Neco; of 
Zcdekialfs rebel Iij)n against the Assyrians 
(notwithstanding the strong dissuasiooii of 
the prophet Jej‘c my ;) concerning which it 
is said. For through the auger of the Lord 
it came to jmss lu Jeiusalem owl Judah^ 
untif he had cast them out from his presence^ 
that Zedekiah rehedled ugaiitst the king ojf 
Bahylon.^ 

Uoiisidering w liieh things, it is apparent 
that prayej' for our prince is a groat office 
of charity to the public ; and that in prat- 
ing for his saf* ty, for his honour, for his 
wealth, for his prosperity, for his virtue, 
we do in inflect pray for the same benefits 
respectively to our country ; that in J>ray- 
lug for his welfare, we do in consequence 
pray for the good of all oui' iieighboiu's, 
om fri(‘nds, our relatums, our families ; 
whose good is wrapped in his welfare, doth 
How from it, doth hang ujion it. 

We are bound, and it is a very noble 
piece of charity, to love our country , sin- 
ciK'ly to desire and earnestly to furthe ' it» 
happim^ss, and therefore to pray for it ; ac- 
cording to the advice and practice of the 
Psalmist : G pray for the peace of Jerusa- 
lem : th( y shall jf7o,<pir that love thee. Peace 
he ivifhm thy 7/'o//v, and prosperity icithin 
thyfwlatv^,' W o are «>h)igedmorc cspv'cially 
upon the highest accounts, witli dearest 
aflection to love the church v^our lieaveiily 
commonwealth, the society of our spiritual 
brethren), most ardently to tender its good, 
and seek its adv autage'^ ; and thcrefoi e most 
urgently to sue for God's favoiu toward it: 
being ready to say after David, Do good 

0 God,, in thy good pleasure to Sio9i: hniUl 
thou the walls of Jenisalenu Arise,, OLord,, 
and have nurty upon Siuti: for the time Ut 
fttrour her,, yea the set time ts t ome*^ Now 

1 hi -e duties we cannot more easily. nuHc 
cemptndluusly, or more tnectualK dis- 

*' V'-al li. Lmk! sxxli, , Doiit. w. 
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ciuu^, than bjteani«8t]|y f(» otu* 

prince; seeing that if we do our prayers 
procure God's favour to him, we do cer- 
tainly draw it <m the state and the dhorcL 
If God, movedby our devout importunities, 
shall please to guard hia person from dan- 
gers, and to groat him a tang Ufi;^ to en- 
due his heart witb ^ace, with tlie love and 
fear of himself, with a zeal of furthmng 
poblio good, of frvouring piety, of dic^ 
countenancing sins if God shall vouchsafe 
to inspire him with wisdom, and to guide 
his counsels, to bless his proceedings, and to 
crown his undertakings witb good success : 
then assuredly we have much promoted the 
public interest; then infallibly, together 
with these, all other blessings shall descend 
on us, all good will flourish in our land. 
This was tlte ancient practice of Christians, 
and directed to this end. For, fFe (salth 
Lactantius to Constantine) with daily pray*- 
ets do supplicate God, that he woala first 
of all keep thee, wham he hath willed to he 
the keeper of things ; then, that he umUl in^ 
spire into thee a will, whereby thou mayest 
ever persevere in the love of Gods mme ; 
which h salutary to aU, both to thee for thy 
happiness, and to us for our quiet.* 

4. Wherefore consequently our own in- 
terest and charity to ourselves should dis- 
pose us to pray for our prince. We being 
nearly concerned in his welfare, as parts 
of the public, and as enjoying many private 
advantages t Weby ; we cauuot but partake 
of his good, we cannot but suffer with him. 
We cannot live quietly, if our prince is dis- 
turbed ; we cannot live happil} , if he be un- 
fortunate ; we cafi hardly c vii-tuuusly , if 
divine grace do not incline liim to favour lus 
therein, or at least restrain him from hin- 
derlng^us. t This is St. Paul's uvi a cuiisidera- 
tion: I exhort you (saith he) to mah* prayers 
for kings that we may lead a quiet and 
jmeeatde life in aUgooditness andhoftiesiy.'^ 
Upon such an account God did command 
the Jews to pray for the welfare of that 
heathen state, under wlmh they lived in 
captivity; And seek (said he) the peace 
the city whUher I have caused you to he cat- 
tied away captives, and mrxy unto the Lord 
for it ! for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace,'^ And for the like cause, the Chris- 
tians of old deemed themselves bound to 
pray for the Gentile magistrates, according 

* Cui noff qiiQtlcUaiiSt prodbu^ BuppUcainum ui te 
imiminiii, quun lerimt GUkiodem volmt cu«to- 
(liKt: deiiidc iiUii>bcttibi volunlatcnit QuaMmt*ei m 
a»tiOip tliviw’ iM,u II (M isr \cr(.0 , qijod «ist on mbwji 
*alut.ito 4t t.bj lid Jincitfitii) ^ <t tiobiN ad qntiUin.— 

1 it iti >ti 
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to that of TertttlliaiU : We pray ixrr yon, 
bemuse with you the empire is shafen ; and 
the other members of it being shakeUi as- 
suredly even we, hew far soever we may be 
thought from troubles, are found in some 
place ^ the faU.X Farther, 

5. Let us consider, that subjects are 
obliged in gratitude and ingenuity, yea^ in 
equity and justice, to pray for their princes. 
For, 

ITiey are most nearly related to us, and 
allied by the most sacred bands; being 
constituted by (rod, in his own room, the 
ai^ents and guardians of their country ; 
eing also avowed and accepted for such 
by solemn vows, and most holy sacraments 
of allegiance : wheu<‘e unto them, as such, 
we owe an humble piety, a very respectful 
affection, a most dutiful observance ; $ tlie 
which wc cannot bettor express or exer- 
ciso, than in our heartiest prayers for their 
weuaTc. 

They by God are destined to be the 
protectors of the church, the patrons of 
religion, the fosterers and cherishers 
truth, of virtue, of i>iety : for of the churcli 
in the evangelical time'^ it was prophesied. 
Kings shall be thy nursing fathets; thou 
shall suck the breasts of kings; kings shall 
minister to wherefore to them, not 

only as men and citizens, but |K>ouliarly as 
Cliristians, we owe the higliest duty ; and 
consequently we must pay the best devo- 
tion for them. 

To tliem we stand indebted for the 
greatest benefits of common life : they ne- 
cessarily do take much care, tliey undergo 
great troubh*, they ai‘e exposed to many 
hazards for our advantages; that undir 
their shadou^ we may eiyoy safety and 
quiet, wc may reap the fiMiils of our in- 
dustry, wo may possess the comforts and 
conveniences of our life, with security from 
rapine, from contention, from soUcitiule, 
from the continual fears of wrong and 
outrage. 

To their industry and \ipi1,incv, undtr 
(iod, v\(* ovtc the loir cidminihlrathui of 
justice, the protection of light and inno- 
cence, the preservation of order and peace, 
the encouragement of goodness, and cor- 
rection of wickedness; for thej, as tlic 

t VobiBCum cnim coiicntitur imporuun , cniicus«.t8 
ftuum GWtGiiK niiMnlirib tjus, utU\w tt row, IkU (*\> 
tranei • turbis tthtiiiKinur, in oiiquu luco c^bus luvc- 
nlmur —Tett. jl/tot c»p. xxsil 

§ Uurms oiwiH t<''hriwtianu'») a Deo guo conbtltui» 
nrcGMke est, ut it ipsurn diUgat, «t rticitatui, etbo- 
noret, Gt — 1 / ttd Stay ii. 

Juiat vti lu iim, et por ChriHtiMin, 4*t per fipfrltum 
S ft pir mdif statGin impemtoTi?, qua* gevtindinu 
Dcitn p'ntri huuiano dillt'riida cbt, ft oolcndg,— 
tfLft. n " 
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'Apo$tle tolieth u&, are God^i 
attending coiidmwilly cn these very things.^ 
Tbey indeed $o attend as to denylibem- 
M*lves, and so forego much of their own 
ease, their pleasure, their satisfaction; be- 
ing frequently perplexed with cares^ con- 
tinually enslaved to business, and subje^ 
to \arious inconveniences, rendering their 
life to considerate spectators very Httlc de- 
sirable. 

As, therefore, according to our Lord’s 
observation, they are u*iaally styled bcBC- 
/attors* so they reallv are ; even the worst 
of them (such as C’lauditjs or Nero, of 
whom our apostles speak) in confjiderable 
measure ; at least in comparison of anarchy, 
a'ld considering the mischiefs isMiing from 
want of government, oi t^rJ r« 

The nuUteT is mi fiatiery (saith 
St, Chrysostom,* himseJf uf all men fur* i 
t\\est from a flatler»‘r ;) but aavrding to | 
the reason of the vase wo must obtoetn our- 

Ives much obliged to them for the pains 
tb(‘y sustain in our behalf, and for the 
benefits we receive from them. For be 
iiid**i d must be a very bad governor, U> 
whom that speech of tlie orator Tertullus 
may not witliout elo/iiigbc accommodated: 
Seeing that by ihre tre eujtry great qulctne^s^ 
(nut that eery w orthy dpedh are done mtv 
this nation by thy proridenee^ we aveept it 
almys^ and in all plates^ niost rnAde 
with all thankfulness,* 

However, what Seneca saiih of philoso- 
pliers, tluit they of tdl men are moH obliged^ 
and most gruiefal to kings medvrutgist rates ^ 
ht (tiuse from their ettre tht y mjoy the hisHr{\ 
f^uiet^ and security of contnnplating ami 
practising the best things ; vpon which tfe- 
< aunt (saith he) they tould not but reerrence 
the authors of so great ago<xI us parents ;f 
that is, or siiould be, far more true of 
Cbristians. That leisure (to use his own 
words) whi( his spent with 6W, and which 
rendetetk ns likt* to Ood ;% the liberty of 
studying divine truth and of serving God, 
with security and cpiict ; arc inostiniable 
benefits, for the which lluy arc indcbled 
to the protection of magistrates . [lurcfore 
in all reason a grateful retribution of good 
will, and of all good o(ii<*cs, jiarticukrly 
of our prayers, is to be paid to them. Js 

* Ov KtXttJtum iirri vfttytMt, ttMut ir«tT« vav riv 
0;k<UMi yfiiiT«« A 0 >oi< ~ till Tiui ii )• 

t Nulli ad\iibUt* tMatristuttus ac rofust gratiom 
«uiit; nec iminento luiills oimn plue prtt^tant, quam 
quilmR irui tranqiiUlo otio Jiutt Itaque lu quibun ad 
proi»osltum ben«* Mvoiidi ronierl stinnliis itubUca 
tieetwvo «Bt auct^reni linjits boiu ul partiiietu cvilaiit 
— Stew Lp 73 

T Uaanti aittitianii » ho( < tiuni, quod inter 
ngitur, qnod Dto« latit If rf. 

s Horn Mil. 0. ' l.uko \Mi * Aus 

XKi\. 2, 
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it not verv aJbmrd^ saith ChtYSostom, tkest 
they should Mow and venture for us^ and 
m not pray for themjfS 
6. Whoreas we are by divine connnand 
frequently enjoined to fear and reverence, 
to honour, to obey kings ; we should look 
on prayer for them as a principal branch, 
and the neglect thereof as a notable breach 
of those duties. For, * 

As to honour and reveronco, it is plain 
tliat no exti^rior signidcation, in ccrcmo- 
nious unveiling or crln^g to them, can so 
demonstrate it, as doth the wishixig them 
well in our hearts, and from thence framing 
liarticnlar addresses to the divine Majesty 
for their welfare. Tlian w’hich practice there 
can be no surer argument, tlmt we hold 
them in great account and consideration. 
And how indeed can we much honour 
them, for whom w'e do not vouchsafe so 
much as to offii our good wishes, or to 
mention thorn in our interoeasioub unto 
him, who requireth us to make them for 
all men, and particularly for those for whom 
wc aj*e concerned? Doth not this oimssion 
evidently place them in the lowest rank, 
licneath tlic meanest of our friends and re- 
lations ? doth it not imply a very slender 
regard had to them ? 

And as for obedience, prayer for princes 
is clearly an instance thereof; seeing it 
may be supposed, that all princes do re- 
quire it from their subjects. Not only 
Oiristian princes, w ho believe God the sole 
dispenser of all good things, and the great 
efficacy of devotion in procuring them Iroin 
him, may be deemed to exact thin heuefi- 
ci.il office from us ; but even heathens and 
infidels, frfym their dim notion of a su\ c- 
rcign Providence (which hath evir been 
common in the world), have made an ac- 
count of this jiractice ; as we may see by 
that decree of the Persian king in E/ra, 
charging his officers to furnish the JcwImU 
eldcM with sacrifices, that (said he) they 
rnuy offer sacrifices of sweet savour unto the 
<rod of heaven, and pray for the life of the 
kiTig, and of his soths^ And that such was 
the practice of the Romans even in tlieir 
heathenish state, doth appear from those 
words of Pliny : We have (saith he> been 
wotit to make vows for the eternity of the 
empire, ami for the welfare of the cmzens; 
yea, for the welfare of the princes, and in 
their behalf for the eternity of the empire^ 
Kot only pious princes ^ith a serums 

{ nj/r otT* «u« MVATM «bir«oei KC.— Ohrys. tibv sio ill. 
I Ptet. 11. Id. 17 ; Kom. siu. 1 s Tit lii. I ; Pror. x .i\ . 
21. 

H Nunciip.irc vote ct pro wtmuteto jnvr< rn , « ro 
hfliuti* f tiuMT), ihio vvo *• ilqtt pinii i|>uin. nc i x on Ur 
iUos 1 T 0 iPtwiitete uliptni itolebaiims.- / Un 2* uut* 
10 . 
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desire will expert this dul^ from us, but port, to fortify them in their manaffeinents ; 
even produie ones in policy wQl demand it, they peed that Qod should nph^M them 
as a aeceut testimony of reimect to them, •'»•«/*«*»-< -aith theft pmeely sptnt, 

and a prq>er means of ii^pWditig their for whidi king David prayed.* 

State ; mat they ^ may seem to have place They often are to deGberate about mat- 
in tim most' serious reg^da and solemn tors of dark and unceiiain consequence ; 
performances of their subjects. So that they are to judge in cases of dubious and 
to neglect this duty is ever a violation of Intricate nature ; the which to resolve 
our due obedience, and a kind of disloyalty prudently, or to determine uprightly, no 
to them. Again, human wisdom sufBcicntly can enable : 

7. The praying for princes is a service wherefore they need the spirit of counsel^ 
peculiarly honourable, and very acceptable and the spirit of judgment^ from the sole 
to God ; which he will interpret as a great dispen^r of them, the great Counsellor and 
respect done to himself: for that thereby xomirighteom Judge, The wisest and ablest 
we honour his image and character in them, of them hath reason to pray with Solo- 
yielding in his presence this special respect mon, Give thy serocait an understanding 
to them as his representatives;* for tliat heart to judge thy ^ph^ that I may discern 
thereby we avow his government of the betmen ^ood ana had: for who is Me to 
world by them as his ministers and depu- judge thss thy so great a people f That so 
ties ; for that thereby we acknowledge all what the Wise Man saitn may be verified, 
power derived from* him, and depending A divine sentence is in the Ups of the king^ 
on his pleasnre ; we ascribe to him an au- his mouth transgresseth not in Judgment t 
tbority paramount above all earthly poten- and that of the wise woman, As an angel 
tates ; we imply our persuasion, that he of God^ so is my lord the king to discern 
alone is absolute sovereign of the world, good and badJ 

the King of krtgs^ and Lord of hrds^^ so They commonly arc engaged in enter- 
that princes are nothing otherwise than in prises of greatest difficulty, insuperable by 
subordination to him, can do nothing with- the might or indust^ of man ; in regard to 
out his succour, do owe to him all their which we may say with Hannah, 
power, their safety, (Jieir prosperity, and shall no man prevail; with the Preacher, 
welfare ;t for that, in fine, thereby dis- The race is not to the nor the battle 
claiming all other confidences in any son of to the strong ; with the Psalmist, There is 
man^'’ we signify our entire submission to no king saved by the multitude of an lost : 
God's will, and sole confidence in his pro- wherefore they need aid and succour from 
videnoe. This service therefore is a very the Alm%hty, to carry them through, and 
grateful kind of adoring our almighty bless their designs wiui success.* 

Lord ; and as such St. Paul recommend- They arc most es^sed to dangers and 
eth it in the words immediately subjoined disasters (standing like high towers most 
to our text: For this (saXih he) is good and obnoxious to the winds and tempests of 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour,^ fortune ;) having mually many envious ill- 

8. Let us consider, that whereas wis- willers, many disaffected malecontents, 
dom, Riding our piety and charity, will many both open enemies and close insidia- 
espeeij^y incline us to plac'e our devotion tors ; from whose force or treachery no 
tbero where it will he most needful and human providence can sufficiently guard 
us€«fiil ; we therefore chiefly must pray for them : they do therefore need the protec- 
kings, because they most need our prayers, tion of the over-vigilant Keeper of Israel 

The is most high, and hard to dis- to secure them : for, Except the Lord 
charge well or happily; wherefore th^ hcepeth the dty^ the watchman waketh but iu 
need extraordinary supplies of gifts aim ucan ; except the Lord preserve the king, 
graces from the divine bounty. his guards, his armies surround him to 

Their alfeirs are of greatest weight and no purpose.* 
importance, requiring answerable skill and They have the natural infirmities of 
sfrettgth to steer ana wield them; where- other men, and far beyond other men arc 
fore they need from the fountain of wisdom subject to external temptations, the mali- 
and power special communications of light, cious spirit (as in the case of Job, of 
of courage, of ability, to conduct, to sup- David, of Ahab, of Joshua the High- 

Priest, is expressed) is ever waiting for 

* IVo vel privatuF. vol mllitaxiB nervit, cum 

miinjlUiflrit. qui Deo ri'pfiiat aulttre — h. 6. * JVal. H. 12. ^ l*ia. xi. 2 j xxviU. S : lx. fi ; 

* Touiperanfi malvntatDn CVsaris InAraTleumt ma- paal. vii. U ; 1 Klnf^s Hi. Wied. lx. 4: (P^. Ixxli. 

f If ilium cumnipndo Tut. ^p<U. xxxiU. 1 , Prov xvi. Id,) 2 Sam. xlv. 17. ■ \ Ham. ii 

“ * .f!'”- **'• ' S'*** Eocloa i\. n , Pwd. xxvlii. 10. • iSui, axl. 

* I Tilth ll. I. 4 , I ; oasvii. I . xixlii 10. 
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ocdudom, ever craving j»enBJ«8ion of God 
to seduce and pervert them;^ success 
therein being eatremely condo^ble to his 
villanotts d^gns. The world contmually 
doth assault them with all its advantagos, 
with aU its baits of pleasure, with all its 
enticements to pride and vanity, to op- 
pression and ii^ustioe, to sloth, to luxury, 
to exorbitant self-will and self-con^it, to 
every sort of vicious practice. Their emi- 
ncncy of state, their affluence of wealth, 
their uncontrollable power, their exemption 
from common restraints, their continual 
distracdons and encumbrances by varieties 
of care and business, their multitude of 
obsequious followers, and scarcity of faith- 
ful friends to advise or reprove them, their 
having no obstacles before them to check 
their wills, to cross their humours, to curb 
their lusts and passions, are so many dan- 
gerous snares unto tht’m ; wherefore they 
do need plentiful measures of grace, and 
mighty assistances fiom God, to preserve | 
them from the worst errors and sins ; into 
which otherwise it is almost a miracle if 
they <irc not pliiugcd. 

And seeing tliey arc so liable to sin, they 
must consequent! > stand often in need of 
God*s roeicy to Ittar with theui, and to 
pardon them.* 

They therefore, upon so many accounts 
needing spcH'ul help and gr«m<» from Hea- 
ven, do most need prayers to derive it 
thence for them. 

All princes indeed do need thorn. Good 
princess need many prayers for God’s help, 
to uphold and eonhrm them in their vir- 
tue: biUl princes need deprecations of 
(vod's wratn and judgment toward them, 
for offending his Majesty ; togetlier with 
supplications for GodN grace to convert 
and reform them : the most desperate and 
incorrigible need prayers, that God would 
overrule and restrain them from doing 
mischief to themselves and others. All 
princes liaving many avocations and ti^mp- 
Utions, hindering them to ptuy enough for 
themselves, do need suppl(*nieutal udstrom 
the devotions of otlieis. 

Wherefore if w<* lov#* them, if we love 
our country, if wc love ou» selves, if we 
tender the interest*' of truth, of piety, of | 
common good, we, considi ring their case, j 
ami manifold need of prajtxs, will not fail I 
earnestly to sue for tlicm ; tliat God would I 
affopd needful assistance to them in the ! 
administration of their high offlee, in the 
m p’-ovement of their gitat talents, in the : 
ctaiduct and management of tlicir arduous | 

♦ '0 *Utrrm T(«rTAr»i ir^uelf' tL<Mtf;Tm¥U 

V Zcvh, ui J *’ Lcu ' \iu 4. 
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I affliira j that he graciously would direct 
I them in their perplexed counsels, wonid 
bade them in their difficult undertakings, 
would protect their persons from dangers, 
would keep their hearts from the preva- 
l&cy of temptations, would pardon their 
frlUrgs and trespasses. Again, 

9. Whereas God hath declared, that he 
hath special regard to princes, and a more 
than ordinary care over them, because 
they have a peculiar relation to him as his 
representatives, the mmUers of Ms king- 
dom the main instruments of his provi- 
dence, whereby he convoyeth his favours, 
and dispensoth his justice to men ; because 
also the good of mankind, which he espe- 
cially ten<iereth, is mainly concerned in 
their welfare : whereas, I say, tf is he that 
giveth siiication unto kings; that gioeth 
great delinprance to his kmg^ and skoweth 
merqf to his anointed ; that hath the king*s 
heart and his breathy and all Ms ways iu 
Ms hand ^ even upon this account our 
prayers for tliera arc the more required. 
For it is a method of God, and an esta- 
I blished rule of divine 2 >rovidencc, not to 
dispense special blessings without parti- 
cular conditions, and the concurrence of 
our duty in observance of what he pre- 
scribeth in re'ipcct to them. Seeing, then, 
he hath enjoined, that in order to our ob- 
taining those groat benefits which issue 
from his special care over jirinces, wc 
should pray for it, and seek it fr(»in his 
Lands * the omission of tliis duty will in- 
tercept it, or bereave us of its advantages; 
nor iu that case may we expi ct any blesb- 
ings of that kind. As without prajmg 
for ourselves we must not expect private 
favours from Heaven ; so without pi*ay- 
ing for our prince, we cannot well hope 
for public blcssii^s. For, as a profane 
person (who in effect disavow eth (xod, by 
not regarding to seek his frvuur and aid) 
is not qualified to receive any good fi*om 
him ; so a profane nation (which dkclaim- 
eth God’s government uf the world, by 
not invoking his benediction on those w*ho 
moderate it under him) is not well capable 
of common benefits. It is upon all these 
accoimts true which Ezra said, hmd 
of our God is upon all them fiir good that 
seek him : but Ms power am Me wraih in 
against all them thatforsahe hhnJ If ^ere- 
fore we desire tliat our prince should nor 
lj»se God’s special regard, if we would not 
foifrit the U'uefita thereof to ourselves, 
we must conspire in hearty players for 
him. ^ 

< WiBd vi 4. • F«il. e4lv 10; XJil. 1, xvUi SO; 

Uv.» 11 ,) U Shri XXII 01 , Frov xxl. 1 , um \ 23. 

* L-iu vUi 22. Liv v. ol. Her. 04. tu 0. 
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pr4ctioe, 'we inanr'ftiiliier 
prayers, offered duly (with ififS^oene^ and 
coturtanoy, with sboerity aiwl aitel), do al- 
ways turn to good aeoount, and nearer want 
good effect : the which, if it be not alwa^b 
easily discernible, yet it is certainly real ; 
if it be not perfect as we inay detire, yet it 
is competent, as exp^ency requireth, or 
as the condition of tlhi!^ ml iW. 

There may be impediments to a full sac« 
cess of the best prayers ^ they may not ever 
prerail to render lances completely good, 
or extremely prosperous: for home concur- 
rence of their own will is requisite to pro- 
duce their virtue, God rarely working with 
irresistible power, or fatal efficacy 5 and the 
state of things, or capacities of persons, are 
not always ntly stated for prosperity. Yet 
are not such wayors ever wholly vain or 
fruitless; for Go4 never prescribeth means 
ixnava^bre to the end: he never would 
have commanded m particularly to pray 
for kings, if he did not mean tu bestow a 
good issue to that practice. 

And, surely, he that hath promised to 
hear all requests, with frith and sincerity 
and incessant earnestness presented to him, 
cannot fail to hear those which are of such 
consequence, which ai^ so agreeable to bis 
will, iimich do include so much honesty and 
charity. In this case, surely, we may have 
some coniidenoe, according to that of St. 
John, ITtis is the emfideme we have m Aim, 
thea^ if we ask any thing according to his 
wiU^ he heareith us.* 

As the good bishop, observing St. Aus- 
tin's mother, with what constancy and pas- 
sionateness she did pray for her son, being 
then engaged in ways of error and vanity, 
didi encourage her, saying, It is impossible 
that a son of those dt*votums should perish s* 
so mfcy we hopefi^y presume, mid encou- 
rage ourselves, that a prince will not mis- 
carry, for whose welfare many good i>eople 
do earnestly solicit: Fieri non potest, ut 
princeps istarum lacrynuxrum pereat. 

You know, in general, the mighty efficacy 
of prayer ; what pregnant assurances there 
are, and how wondmiil instances thereof 
ooeur in holy Scripture, both in relation 
to public ana pivate blessings : ^ how it is 
often promised^ that aU things whatsoever 
we shall ask in prayer, beUeving, we shall 
receive; sxid, whoefferaskethreceiveth, 
and he that seeheth findeth, and to Mm that 
knaeketh it shall be opened: * how the pra.\ er 
of Abraham did heal Abimeleoh and his 

* Vteki non potest, iit fillus ittarum looi^ituunun 

OmS h 12 

s I Joah T. U, s jamoB t, IS. 
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frmily of barrenness $ bow ttus myers of 
Moses did quench the Are, and oore the 
bitif^ofthe fiery serpents; howthe prayer 
of Joshua did arrest the sun ; how the prayer 
of Hannah did proetire Samuel to her, as 
his name doth import^ how Elias's prayers 
<Rd open and shut the heavens ; how the 
same holy Prophet's prayer ^d reduce a 
departed 8oul,^and that of Elisha did effect 
the same, and that of another Prophet did 
restore Jeroboam's withered hand ; how 
the prayers of God's people frequently did 
raise them up sanUmrs, and when they cnetl 
unto the Lord in titeir trouble, he delivered 
them out of their distresses : J how the praj era 
of Asa discomfited a million of Arabians, 
and those of Jehoshaphat destroyed a nu- 
merous army of his enemies by their own 
liands, and those of Heteldah brought down 
an an^l from heaven to cut off the Ass^- 
riaus, and those of Manasscs restored him 
to his kingdom, and those of Esther sa\(‘d 
her people from the brink of ruin, and those 
of Nebemiah inclined a Pagan king's lieart 
to favour his pious design for re-ediAing 
Jerusalem, and those of Daniel obtamed 
strangevisionsand discoveries:^ how Noah, 
Job, Daniel, Moses, and Samni 1 , are repre- 
sented as powerful intercessors with God ; 
and consequently it is intimated, that the 

f reat thin^ ac*hieved by them were chiefly 
one by the force of their praters.* 

And seeing prayers in so many cases are 
so effectual, and work such miracles ; wlmt 
ma.y we hope from them in tliis, wherein 
God so expressly and particularly directctli 
us to use them? If our prayers can so much 
avail to our personal and private advantage, 
if they may be very helpfU to our friends ; 
how much shall the devotions of many good 
men, all leveUed at one mark, and aiming 
at a public most considerable good, be pre- 
valent with the divine goodness ? How ever, 
if God be not moved by prayers to <»onvert 
a prince from all sin, to make him do all 
the good he might, to bless him in oil 
matters ; jet he may thence be iiidueed to 
restrain him from much e\il, to keep him 
from being worse, or from doing worse tlian 
otherwise would be ; he may dispose liim 
to do many things will, or better tlian of 
himself he would do ; he may preserve him 
from many disasters otherwise incident to 
him; which will be considerable effects of 
prayer* 

i 6en, xX 17; Num. xi 2, xxJ 7; (Pssl. ovl. SO* 
O. T.,) Josh. X U, 1 Ham 1 10, IfUkoiT^SS, 
Jamrs V. 17, IS, 1 Kings Jl 22 2 Kings Iv S3, 

1 Kings xlij fa Deut iv Nih It 27, Psal cvi. 

44 cm! C 13,10 28,Judg ni 11, iv 3,ii. 7,x.Jl. 

(hron xn 11, xx. 1, 12, 23 , \xxiu 20» 81, 
XNxln 12,13, Eathor i\ ]fa, NtU ii xi, 1. 4, 
chap il IT V vii. vUi. 1\ a xl xii. > fiz k. 
xiv 11, Jer 1. 
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11. 1 sli»U »4d but fenmil 
ration mm^ wbicb blUa^^mt prftjrer la 
the ot4y nUowftble xwgr of redreaabg onr 
caae, if we Ap anNer b; Or for prfooea. 

Are they baiA, or do they mlademeen 
theinaelvea in thekr edmioiatraition of go- 
vernment end joeHoe? we may not by any 
\iolent or roi^ way attempt to reclaim 
them; for they are not aocoantable to ua, 
or liable to our correoUom Where the w<»ra 
ofei Mm u, there is Pomers a»d ujho ehaU 
say to Mm^ What Jmst tk&uf^ was the 
Preacher's doctrine. 

Do they oppress ua, or abuse us ? do 
they treat lu harshly , or Grnelly persecute 
us ? we must not lock agidnst them^ nor 
strive to right ourselves by resistance. 
For, Against a king (saith the Wise Man) 
there is no rising up ; and, Who (said David) 
cm Btreteh out kts hand against the Lonjts 
anointed^ cmdhe gwUlessi and, They (saith 
St. Paul) that resist^ shail receive to them- 
selves dmnatim,^ 

We must noiso much as ease our stomach, 
or discharge our passion, by railing or in- 
veighing against thorn. For, Th€>u iJialt 
not sj^ah evil of the ruler of thy people^ is 
a divine law ; and, to blaspheme^ or re\ile, 
fUgidties^ is by St. Peter and St. Jude le* 
prehended iis a notable crime.** 

We must not be bold or free in taxing 
thcii* actions. For, Is it Jit^ said Elihu, to 
soy to a hing^ Thou art wicked^ and to 
princes^ Ye are ungotUy i and, to reproach 
the footsteps of Gods anointed^ is implied 
to be an iiupiom pra^’tioe.'* 

We must forbear even complaining and 
murmuring agamst them. For murmurers 
are condemned as no mean sort of offen- 
ders ; and the Jews in the wilderness were 
borcly punished for such behaviour*^ 

We must not (according to the Preach- 
er's advice) so ntuch as curse them in our 
thoughts: or not entertain ill conceits and 
ill wishes in our minds toward them.** 

To do these things is not onlj high pre- 
sumption in regard to thorn (incousisteut 
wit li the dutiful aflt ctiuri and i cspiH't w hich 
wo owe to them), but it h hat impiety 
toward (rod, and an invasion of his autho- 
rity ; who alone is King oj kings ^ and hath 
icherved to hiinsdf the prerogative of 
judging, of rebuking, of punishing kings, 
w hen be iindeth cau.se. 

Tiiese were the inisdcmoanor^t of those 
in the late times, who, instead of praying 
for theiv sovereign, did clamour and rail 

nil 4. " Tiov. \xx Si; 1 8 auj x'^l. 

!), Kow. xiii. 2 7 (d xvii 2 t». \tt<( vxni 'i, 

2 l\t il. 10 , Jt ilo H » Job x\ . 1 % IS, r a\ 

hHvi\, i| «! Ji |( i(j ' LtcU** X ^0, 
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at Mm, did aiqperse him with foul impu^ 
tiibns, did accuse hUprooeedings, didrmse 
tumvdts, and levy war against himy prff 
tending by mde force to rednoe him to his 
duty; so usurping on their prince, or ra- 
ther on God himself; assumitig his right, 
and taking his work out of fais h^ds, dbeo^ 
vering also theri^i great profanencss of 
nund, and distrust of Ooda providence $ 
as if God, being imploded by payer, could 
not, or would not, bad itheen needful , with- 
out such irregular courses, have redreKsed 
those evils in Church or State, which they 
pretended to feel or fear. 

Nothing, therefore, in such cases, is left 
to us for our remedy or ease, but having 
recourse to God himself, and seeking re- 
lief from his hand in his good time, by 
converting our prince, or directing him 
into a good course ; however comforting 
ourselves in the conscience of submitting 
to God's will.* 

This is the only method St. Paul did 
prescribe, even when Nero, a most vile, 
flagitious man, a sorry and naughty go- 
vernor as could be, a monstrous tyrant, 
and most bloody persecutor (the very in- 
ventor of persecution), did sway the em- 
pire, f He did not advise Christians to 
stand upon their guard, to contrive plots, 
to provide arms, to raise mutinies and 
insurrections against him ; but to offer sup- 

S lications, prayers, and intercessions for 
im, as the best means of their security 
and comfort. % And this was the course of 
the ptimilive Christians, during their hard 
eonditioii under the duminatiou of Hea- 
then princes, impugnersof their religion: 
prayers wtd tears were then tlie only arms 
of the Church; whereby they long defended 
it ftoiu ruiu, and at last advanced it to 
most glorious prosperity. § 
j Indeed, if, not assuming the liberty to 
I find fault v\itli pinces, we would practise 
I the duty of seeking God for his blessing 
! on their proceedings; if, forbearing to scan 
and censure acts of state, we would ear- 
nestly implore God's direction of them; if, 
leaving to conceive disgitsts, and vent com- 
plaints about the state of things, we would 

* Abait (‘iJm ut indigfwi fenuntzs ea nos itati quflo 
o^Hnm% aut ultiouem a>Dobi;i allqniiin macUnemur, 
quain a iX'o expecramns . — aS Scap, 3 

J Uul non iUcam reiemn, oed onialum aoinlnum. ot 
b4>«ttiaiuin wrdldibaittiiis dlgmu cxstitit qw M<r- 
secuUomm in Chrixiianos primtis tnetMret ^Swv, 

% Ita noM rnaiils oramus pro salute imperatoria, ab 
to z am pcmtuJaniea qul prwBtere potedt. iDtnUque fix 
diht zpliiui. iMtlifintiff djviitfB agere noa, ratia 
i< '.turn evMa ^obis potest, cum tanta hoinmum multi- 
iMdu, peue rnsjor oiutatMoifJuftiuc, .u «i)«iiiioet 
?iiudc«.tia aglmus. — Scap, 3. 

$ Suudendo bsngumem, fit pati«»ndo magiH^quain 
iaeSfitdo rHuituincuasi Thrlfti ftinUatn ccctesia. 
l>irtiecutionibtts rre> it, & c. — llu r. /vja Ci> 
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OMidnouriy petition Godibrdie settlement 
of them in go^ order; if, ineteedof being 
bhrewd politicians, or smiirt judges in such 
matters, we wotdd be devout orators and 
humble solidtors at the throne of grace ; 
our endeavours surely would find mudh 
better effect toward public advantage: we 
certainly might do more good in our do- 
sets by a few hearty wishes uttered ^cre, 
than by all our tatuing or jangling politics 
incomers. 

There are great contrivances to settle 
things: every one hath his model of state, 
or method of policy, to communicate for 
ordering the state; each is aealous for hU 
own conceit, and apt to be displeased with 
those who dissent mom him; but it is, as 
the fairest and justest, so tl^e surest and 
likeliest way, of reducing things to a firm 
composure (without more ado, letting the 
world alone, to move on its own hinges, 
and not impertinently troubling ourselves 
or others with the conduct of it), simply 
to request of Almighty God, the sovereign 
Governor and sole Disposer of things, that 
he would lead his own vicegerents in the 
management of the charge by himself com- 
mitted to them. Be cartful far nothb^i 
hut fit every thing hy praytr and eupplua- 
tion with thanks^ving, let your requests be 
made hnown to God* is a rule very appli- 
cable to this case. 

As God’s providence is the only sure 
ground of our confidence or hope for the 
preservation of (’’hurch and Stale, or for 
the restitution of things into a stable quiet ; 
so it is only our hearty prayers, joined with 
a conscientious observance of God's laws, 
whereby we can incline Providence to fa- 
vour us. By them alone we may hope to 
save things from sinking into disorder ; we 
may assuage the factions, we may defeat the 
machinations, against the public welfare. 

12. Seeing, then, we have so many good 
arguments and motives inducing to pray 
for kings, it is no wonder that, to Wk 
them, we may also allege the practice of 
tlio Church, continually in all times per- 
forming this duty in its most sacred ofSces, 
especidly m the celebration of the holy 
communion.* 

St, Paul indeed, when he saith, I exhort^ 
first of ally that prayers be doth 

chiefiy impose this duty on Timothy, or 
supposeth it incumbent on the pastors of 
the church, to take siiocial care that pray- 
ers be made for this purpose, and ofl'ered 
up in the olmrch jointly by all Cliristians: 
and atc<)rdingly the ancient Christians, as 

• Vftil. h fi. ♦ ApoKt '»u n, n 

^ 'J Aiiti. 11 io aU i liii i lx 


HAPPt RETURN. [saaifofr it. 

Tertollian doth assure us, did akoavs pray 
far the emperorsy that God woM grant 
them a long tifay a more reigay a safe 
family y oahant amdeSy a finthfal senatey a 
loyal peoplCy a quiet worldy md whatever 
theyy as men or as enmdrorsy caM wish.* 
Thusaddeth he, even for theirp^secutors, 
and in the very pongs of their sufferings 
they did not fiail to practise. Likewise of 
the Church in his time, St. Chrysostom 
telleth us, that all rommunicants aid know 
how every dug, both at even and momingy 
they did make supplicaHon far all the world y 
and far the emperor y and far all that are in 
authority.^ 

And in the Greek liturgies (the compo- 
sure whereof is fathered on St. Chrysostom) 
there are divers prayers interspersed for 
the emperors, couched in terms very preg- 
nant and respectful. 

If the offices of the Roman Church, and 
of the churches truckling under it, in lat- 
ter times, shall seem more defective or 
sparing in this point of service, the reason 
may be, for that a superlative regard to 
the Solar or Pontifical authority (as Pope 
Inocent 111. distinguished) did obscure 
their devotion for the Lunar or Regal 
Majesty. But our Church hath }>een abun- 
dautly cai'cfiil, that we should in most 
ample manner discharge tliis duty ; iiaving 
in each of her holy offices, directed us ti> 
pray for our King in cxpressionb most full, 
hearty, and lively. 

She bath indeed been ehai*god as some- 
what lavish or over-liberal of hiT devotions 
m this case. But it is a good fault, and 
wo little need fear over-doing in observance 
of a precept so very reasonable, and so ini- 
portanH supposing that we have a due cai e 
to join OUT heart with the Church’s words, 
and to the frequency of prayers for our 
Prince do confer a suitable fervency. If 
we be not dead, or merely formal, we can 
hardly be too copious in this kind of de- 
votion; reiteration of words can do no 
harm, being accompanied with the reno- 
vation of our desires. Our text itself will 
bear us out in such a practice ; the Apostle 
tlierein by variety of expression appearing 
solicitous, tliat abundance of prajers for 
kings should be offcTed in the Church, and 
no sort of them omitted. 

* Fveosntos autonis aemper pro onmibus Imp^^ra- 
tortbus sltiuu lUi» uioUajuu, iiuptirium bccui uiu. du- 
inttm tatoui, eicerotfcua ioitob, Biuutuni adUtui, popu- 
lotn probuni. orbtm qulotuiu, quaiounquii bouunui et 
Ca*iiikrU VoU buiit Jpu cap oU 

Uo( 4S tc, bold pra^bulob, cxtoiqucU animam Deo 
bupphcM itm pro impciaturf --Ibid 

T IV*. r<niT« ct uvrrx. tr^ie istatt’rntf rfA*f»9 

c> i^fckfct W.M tt «{«.« t/Tt; tTAkr*. r J 

' TUm»» TAflr <. 

TttL^bu I tbrjb It] 'luu ti i 
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These are so manj^geners] inducements impurities, with most impudent holdseni, 
to this duty at aU timeb; and there are or rather with outrageous insolenee; for 
beside diveors particular reasons enforcing the extreme dissoluteness in manneara ) tiie 
it now, in the present state and posture of gross neglect or contempt of aU duties ; 
things. the great stupidity and coldness of people 

Times of tremble, of danger, of fear, of gdne^ly as to all ooncems of religion ; 
darkness and perplexity, of oistraotum^and tor the want of religious awe toward God, 
distress, of guilt and deserved wrath, are of charity toward our neighbour, of re^ 
most seasonable for recourse to the divine spect to our superiors, of sobrie^ in our 
Iw'lp and mercy in prayer.*’' conversation ; fbr our ingratitude for many 

And are not ours such ? are they not great mercies, and incorrigiblencss under 
much like to those of which the Psalmist many sore chastisements, our insensible* 
Miith, know not, neither wUt they un^ ness of many plain warnings, loudly calling 
(frrittfmd; they walk an in darknees; all us to repentance ? 
the fin/tulaticme of the earth are otA of Is not all the world about us in combus- 
vmirse f or like those of which our Lord tion, cruel wars raging everywhere, and 
spake, when there was upon the earth diit- Christendom weltering in blim ? and al* 
trm of nations, with perplexity; mefCs though at present, by God's mercy, we 
hearts failing them for fear, and for holt^ are tree, who knows but that soon, by 
ing ajlfr those things which were condng God's justice, the neighbouring flames 
on the earth f ^ may catch our houses ? 

Are not the days gloomy, so that no In flne, is not our case palpably such, 
Immaii providence can see far, no wisdom that for any good composure or remstate- 
can descry the issue of things ? ment of things in good order, for uphold- 

is it not a very unsettled world, wherein ing truth and sound doctrine, for redocit^ 
all the public frames are shaken aluiost oft charity and peace, for reviving the spirit 
the binges, and the minds of men extremely of piety, and bringii^ virtue again Wo 
iliseoinpos('d with \arioiis passions ; with request; for preserving State and Church 
foar, suspicion, angcT, diwontent, and im- from ruin ; we can have no confidence or 
patience? How from dissensiom in opinion reasonable hope, but in the ^od provi- 
do viohuit furtioTi.s and feuiU rage ; the dence and merciful succour of Almighty 
hearts of men boiling with fleree animo- God; beside whom there is no saimour; 
SI ties, and being exasperated against one who alone is the hope of Israel, and scan* 
another, h«*} ond any hopes or visible means our thereof in time of troubles we now 
of reconcilement ! ^ liaving great cause to pray with our Lord's 

Are not the fences of discipline cast disciples in the storm. Lord, save us, we 
down? Is there any eonscioiice made of perish,*" 

\iolating laws? Is not the dread of autho- Upon such considerations, and others 
rity exceedinglv abated, iind all govci'ninent whereof I supi^se you are Rufticiently ap- 
oMi-horuc by unbridled licentiousness ? preliensive, we now especially are obliged 
II(>w many adv<Tsai*ies are there, be(fr~ earnestly to pray fur our King, that God 
ing HI uiU to our Hion ! ^ Ilow man) tm*- in inerey u ould preserve his royal person, 
hulent, malicious, crafty spirits, ciigerly and inspire his mind with liglit, and endue 
bent, and watching for occasion to subvert bis heart w ith grace, and in all things bless 
the rhurch, to <Usturb the State, to intro- him to ns, to be a repairer of our breaches, 
duce confusion in all things I Ilow many and a restorer of paths to dwell in ; so that 
Kdomites, who say of Jerusalem (both ec- muier him we may lead a quiet life in all 
cli'Kiastical and ci\il), Down with it, down godliness anti honesty.^ 
with it, even to the ground !' 1 have dune with the first duty (prayer 

Have we not great ronton to be feaiful for kings;) ujion w’hich I have the rather 
of God’s just displeasure, and that heu\y so Inrpely insisted, because it is very sea* 
judgntents will be poured on us for our sunalde to our present condition* 
iminj^ld heinous provocations and crying 11. The other (thunksgivis^) 1 shall but 
sins ; for tlie ]U‘oihgious growth of atheism, touch, and need not perhaps to do more, 
infidelity, and profaneiiess ; for the rife For, 

practice of all impieties, iniquities, and 1. As to general inducements, they are 
* inaps aenatus auxiii: huniani tid dtios ixipuhut* ac the same, or very like to those w*h)ch are 
V 10. ^ I ^ for pvRjw ; it beinj? plain, Aat whatever 

exviu. 5t cxiu. li evli. 0. 13. 2 ( hvuu vi \ve arc Concerned to pray tor, when we 

36. ^ pMl.Uxxii..^; Luktjkxi. t«.>, as, {2Kuin« • 

XU. 3.) * r-al evil. 27. ’ i tivi. lama, j 11 1 lluff.xUt,4; Jer. slv.3; Malt.\iu SS 

Ixxxlii. S. * i'bttl. cxsx«ii. 7. ^ luii, 12, 1 Tiui. ii. 3. 
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want it, that we are Itound to thaak Ood 
for, when he vouehaafeth to heatow it. 
And if common ebafij^ Aottld ditpose m 
to resent the good of jpriitees with com- 
placence ; if their wel&re be a ijuhlic be- 
nefit ; if ourselves are thierested in it, and 
partake groat advantages thereby; if in 
o<|tdty and ingenuity we are bound to seek 
it ; then, surely, we are much engaged to 
thank God, the bounlsful donor of it, for 
hU goodness in conferring It. 

2. As for pai'ticular motives, suiting the 
|>res<3nt occasion, 1 need not by informa- 
tion or impression of thorn mrtber to 
stretch your patience ; seeing you cannot 
T>e ignorant or insensible of the grand be- 
nefits by the divine goodness bestowed on 
our King, and on ourselves, which this 
day we arc bound with all grateful acknow- 
ledgment to commemorate. Wherefore, 
instead of reciting trite stories, and urg- 
ing obvious reasons (which a small recol- 
lection will suggest to you), 1 shall only 
request you to join with me in the practice 
of the duty, and in acclamation of praise I 
to God. Even so, 

Blessed be God, who hath given to us so 
gracious and so benign a prince (the experi- 
ments of whose clemency and goodness no 
history can parallel), to sit on the throne 
of his blessed father, and renowned ances- 
tors.*^ 

Blessed be God, who hath protected him 
in so msuay <mcounters, hatn saved him 
from so many dangers and snares, hath 
delivered him from so great trouble^.** 

Blessed be God, who in so wonderful a 
manner, by such miraculous trains of pro- 
vidence, did I'educe him to his country, 
and reinstate him in tho possession of hu> 
rights; thereby vindicating his own just pro- 
vidence, declaiing hut hahatUm^ ami openly 
showing hisrightetmsnefts in the sight of all 
jteoph,^ 

Blessed be God, who in him and w ith him 
did restore to us our ancient good consti- 
tution of government, our laws and liber- 
ties, ourpeace and quiet ; rescuing us from , 
biwlcsb usuiqiations and tyrannical yokes, 
from the insultings of error and iiii<iuity, 
ft oiu horrible distractions and confubions. 

R ver blessed bo God, who hath turned the 
vnptivity of Sion; liath raised our Church 
from tho dust, and re-established the sound 
<loctrinc, the decent order, the wlioltvsoiue 
discipline thereof; hath rostorod true re- 
ligion, with its supports, advantages, and 
encouragements. * 

BU*sse(l be the Lord, who hath granted 

^ } Kii^s i *» Pvil will ih, hK IV i*2 

* X*uU xcviu i f r«al. uxjkvi. ass.Jft ) 


.ns to continue these sixteen \cars m the 
peaceable fimition cf those blessings. 

JPrm^ he Ood^ wU hath mt eaet out 
our pr^er^ nor turned Aii meregfrom us, 
IVaised be God, who hsdh turned onr 
heaviness into Joy^ hoik put off our sack> 
clothe and girded us with ^btdness. 

Let ourmtmth speak the prmse of the 
Lord; and let all flesh hlesS his holy mtne 
for ever mid ever. 

The Lord liveth^ and blessed he our rot k; 
and let the Ood of our salvatum he er- 
oHed, 

Blessed he the Lord Ghd of hrael^ who 
ottlu doeth wondrous things; and blessed 
b(* his ghrious name for ever; and let the 
whole earth be filled with Ms glory. Amen, 
and amen. 

Blessed he the Lard God of Israel from 
everlasting to everlasting; and let all the 
people say,. Amen, Braise ye the Lord,^ 

SERMON XI. 

ON THE GUNJPOWimu-TIinABON.* 

PsAL. Ijciv. 9, 10 — And till mm shall fear,, 
and shall declare the woik of Otni; fw 
they shall wisely consider of his doing. 
The righteous shall be glad in the Lord,, 
and shall trust in him; and all the uinrigltt 
in heart shall glory. 

If we should s(*arch about for a case ]>aral- 
Icl to that which we do now commemorate, 
we should, perhaps, hardly find oTie mi>n» 
patly bitch, than is that which is implied 
in this Psalm : and if we would know the 
dulicb incumbent on us in reference to such 
an occasion, we could scarce better learn 
them otliorwberc than in our text. 

With attention perusing the Psalm, we 
may therein observe, that its great Autlior 
was apprehensive of a desperate plot bv a 
<‘onfed«Tacy of wicked and spiteful enemies, 
with great craft and secrecy, contrived 
against his safety. They (saith he) eiuou-> 
rage themselves in an evil matter: they com- 
mune of laying snares privily; thty say,, 
Who snail See them * That for preventing 
the blow threatened by tins design (whereof 
he had some glimpse, or soiiie prcbumption, 
grounded upon the knowledge of their im- 
placable and active malice), he doth implore 
divine protection : Hide me (saith he) from 
the secret counsel of the wicked^ from the in- 
surrection of the workers of inv/mty. That 
be did confide in God’s mercy and justice 
for the seasonable defeating, for tlie fit 
* On Novemher 6, 1673. 

V Ixil. 20* XXX. il ; o\lv. 21 ; xvlii. 46 » l<xii, 
16, 10, cvl.48 , xlL 13 ; Uxiox. , kvui. 31 , 1 CbroiL 

XVI. B-Jb. 
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avenginff their iitarhmation : Q<>d (baltii I aekooivledgments : and particularly then 
he) shaU shoot ut thsto loith on arrow; sud^ I goad meo will he afihetea with piouB joy ; 
dhify shaii they he ummied. That they j they will he encoori^d to confide in God, 
should theiDBclvee become the deteotorsof " 

instruments of the 
due thereto: 3^^ 
their am tongue to 

jail upon thetHseloes: all that see them shaU tion ai these events, such ooourrences are 
fiee avoay* purposely designed ; andaocordingly (where 

Such was the cw ; the which unto wrhat men are not % profane opinions or affec* 
passage in the history it doth relate, or tions much inwposed) they do commonly 
whetW it belongeth to any we have re- fellow, 

corded, it may not be easy to determine. But yet they are not proposed simply as 
Expositors ooiumonly do refer it to the events, but also as matters of duty: for men 
designs of Saul upon l)avid'b life. But tins are obliged readily to admit such impres- 
seciiiing purely conjecture, not founded dons upon their minds, hearts, and uves, 
upon ai'.y express words, or pregnant inti- from the special works of Providence ; they 
liiatiorih in the tc^xt, 1 sliall leave that in* are bound not to cross those natural ten- 
quiry in its own uncertainty. It sufiieeth dencies, not to frustrate those wise in- 
to make ^ood its pertinency, that there was tents of God, aiming at the production of 
such a mischievous conspiracy, deeply pro- such good dispositions and good practices : 
jocted, against David (a ver^ ^cat person- whence if those efR^^ts do not arise, as often 
age, in whose safety the public state of notoriously they do not in some arsons, 
God's people w'as principally concerned ; men thereby do incur much guilt and blame, 
he king then king of Draol, at least in It is indeed ordinary to represent matter 
d<'sigiiation, and therefore in the prece- of duty in this way, expressing those prao- 
deni Psalm, endited in Saul's time, is so dees conse(ment in eneet, which in obli- 
«t}led ;) from tht‘ peril whereof he by the gation idioiud follow, according to God's 
special pro\ idcnec of God was rescued, w ith purpose, and the nature of causes ordered 
the notalde disappointment and grievous by mm* As when, for instance, God in the 
confusion of those who mana^d it.^ The biw bad prescribed duty, and threatened 
w inch case (at least in kind, if not in de- sore punishment on the disobedient, it is 
gree) heareth a plain rcsentblance to that subjoined, And aU the people shaU kear^ 
whi<‘h lieth before us. and fear^ and do nomore presweiptmu^ 

And the duties, which upon thatocca- the meaning is, that such exempli^ pun^- 
siou are signified to concern people then, ment is in its nature apt, and in its design 
do no less now sort to us; the which, as tendeth to produce such effects, although 
tbe\ lie couched in our text, are tliese : not over, questionless, with due success, so 
1. Wihrly to consider Gttds doing; 2. To as to prevent all transgression of those laws. 
jenr ; 3. To declare Gods work ; 4. To Ite So also, When (sailh the Prophet) tkyjndg^ 
glad in the Lard; 6. To trust in God; fi. To meats are m the land^ the vambitants of the 
glory. Of whidi the first three ore repre- urorldmll learn righteousness;^ the sense 
sented as more generally concerning men ; is, that divine jud^ents in tliemselres are 
the others as appertaining more peculiai ly instructive of duty ; it is their drift to in- 
to righteous and upright persons. form men therein, and men ought to learn 

These duties it shall be my endeavour that lesson from them : although in effect 
somewhat to explain and press, in a manner divers there be, whom no jud^ents can 
applicable to tlie present ease. 1 call them make wisir or better; such as those of 
duties ; and to w^ai^'ant the doing so, it is whom in the same Prophet it is said, The 
r(X|uibite to consider, tliai all these purtkoi- people tumeth not unto him that miteth 
lars may he understood in a double manner; them; and in another, In wdn haoe 1 smit^ 
eit her os declai ative of event , or as directive tm your children ; they recetced no opwe- 
of practice ufion such eiiuTgencies. tiony As, therefore, frequently otherwhere, 

when God doth so interpose* his hand, so also here, this kind of expression may be 
as signally to check and confmmd m&ehie- taken chiefly to import duty. To begin, 
voub enterprises, it will be apt to stir up in then with the first of these duties, 
the minds of men an apprehension of God's 1. We are upon such occasions obliged 

special pros idcnce, to strike int o their hearts msely to consider {at as the Greek rendcr- 
a dread of his power and justice, to wring eth it, to undarstaud^ or to perfeivCy 

from their mouths huitahle tjwkratious and . ij, »IU. U t rfx. ». « ».. ». 

* ran. Ish. 2, 7, h. ^ Tsai. bdu. 11. * Iw. ix. 13; 4or. 11. 30; t. 8; MeA. ix. 88. 


their crime, and the 
exemplary punishment 
faddeth he) shall make 


a triumphant satis&ction in God's proceed- 
ings. These events naturally do result firom 
such providential occurrences ; for tiroduc- 
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af> our old tranidiUton hath it) God's dofy^.* 
Thii» I put in the first jplace, as previous 
in Tiiituro, and influential ttpon the rest: 
M hence (although in the Hebrew it be knit 
to the rest, as they all are to one another, by 
the conjunctive particle ue, atnf, vet) we do 
translate it causally, Far thsff 4^ msety 
cottsider^ ^tr they shedi peroem ; because, 
indeed, without dul v considering and rightly 
understanding such occurrences to pro- 
ceed from God, none of the other acts can 
or will be performed ; attentive considera- 
tion is needful to beget knowledge and 
persuasion ; these to breed affection and 
practice. 

There arc many who, in such cases, are 
now'ise apprehensive of God’s spocial pro- 
vidence, or affected with it ; heeause they 
do not consider, or do not consider wisely 
and intelligently. 

Some are very inobservant and careless 
in regard to things of this natui‘C$ so 
drowsy and heedless, as not to attend to 
whatever passeth, or to mind what God 
actc‘th in the world : such iis those of whom 
the Prophet saith, The harp^ and the viol^ 
the tdbref^ and jnpe^ and ww, are in their 
feasts : hut they regard not the work of the 
Lord^ wrr the operation of his fumds that 
is, their minds are so amused by wanton 
divortisements, their hearts are so im- 
mersed in sensual enjoyments, as nowise 
to observe the most notable occurrences 
of Providence. 

Others (although they do ken and regard 
what is done, as matto of news, or story, 
entertaining curiosity and talk ; yi t) out 
of sloth or stupidity do little consider it, 
or study whence it springeth ; contenting 
tbemM^fves with none, or with any super- 
ficial account wdiich fancy or appearance 
suggesteth: like beasts they do take in 
things obvious to their sense, and perhaps 
stand gazing on them ; but do not make 
any careful reiloction, or inquiry into their 
otiginal causes and reasons; taking (as a 
dog, when ho biteth the stone flung at 
him, or as a child that is angry with the 
log he falleth ou) whatever appeareth next 
to be the priucij)d cause: such as the 
Psulinist again touchetk, when he ^aith, 
A brutish mm hhtmlh not^ neither doth a 
fool understand ihh: and as he doth ac- 
knowledge himself on one occasion to have 
!)ccn ; So foolish was /, mid ignorant ; I 
was as a hmt before iheeJ^ 

Others pretend to consider much, and 
seem very inquisitive; yet (being misguided 

* TTwym trutrxM «« vptitwtteb* 

f 12. ehftl xxvill V, X. 4. 
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by vain prejudices or foul aflhotlons) do 
not consider wisely, or well understand 
these matters ; the result of their care and 
study about them being to father them on 
wrong causes, ascribing them to the mere 
conduct and agency of visible catues, hur- 
ried by a necessary swin^, or rolling on by 
a casiuil fluctuation of things; not descry- 
God’s hand in them, but profanely 
discarding and disclaiming it: such as those 
in the Psalms, who so reflected on Provi- 
dence as to say. How doth God know f and 
is there hundedge in the Most High f The 
Lord doth not see, neither doth the God of 
Jawb regard it:^ such as has been the 
brood of Epicurean and profane eonsi- 
derers in all times, who have earnestly 
plodded, and strained their wits, to ex** 
elude Cxod from any inspection or influence 
upon our affurs. 

Some indeed there have been so very 
dull and stupid, or so perverse and profane, 
as not to discern God’s hand, when it was 
made bare^ raised vp, and stretched out in 
the achievement of most prodigious works; 
not to read Providence when set forth in 
the large^ and fdiirest print : such as those 
of whom it is said in the Psalm, Our 
fathersunderstood notthyu)ond(*rs in Egypt; 
and those of whom it is observed in the 
Gospel, Though he had done so many 
miraeles before them^ yet they believed not ; 
such os the mutinous |»eople, who although 
they beheld the earth sunillowing up Korak 
with his complices^ and a fire from the Lord 
consuming the men that offered incense; 
yet presently did fall a charging Moses and 
Aaron, saying. Ye have killed the peoph* of 
the Lord,^ No wonder then, if many do 
not perceive the same hand, w'hen it is 
wrapped up in a complication with inferior 
causes, when it is not lifted up so hi^h, 
or so fai’ extended in miraculous perfor- 
mances. 

The special providence of God in events 
here effected or ordered by him, is indeed 
commonly not discernible without good 
judgment and great care ; it is not common- 
ly impressed upon events in characters so 
big and clear, as to be legible to every eye, 
or to any eye not endued with a sharp perspi- 
cacity, not applying an Industrious needful- 
ness : the tracts thereof are too fine and 
subtile to be descried by a dim sight , with 
a transient glance, or u|ioii a gross view : it 
is seldom so very conspicuous, that persons 
incredulous, or any-wise indisposed to ad^ 
mit it, can easily be convinced thereof, or 

s pRal. Ixxiii. 11 • xoi> 7 ; K. 11. > lua. hi 10; 

Exod »iv R, Deut xx\i 8: Ina xtvi 11, — l.urd, 
whAii th;yhand in litU>d up, thty uill not see, ao.; 
IW. cvi. 7 , John XU. 37 , Mum. x>i. 32, 35, 41 
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'coniitrasi^ed ta acknowh^dge it: it h oftei» 
(upon many aooounts, from many cansas) 
very obeonre, and not easily diacernible^to 
the ino($t sagacious, most vatchM, inpst 
willing obse^ers* F<ar, the iOstnonents of 
Providence being free agents, aetmg with 
unaccountable variety, nothii^oan hapj^ 
which may not be imputed to them, with 
some cqlouraMe pretence. Divine and hu<. 
man influences are so twisted and kbit to- 
geilner, that it is hard to sever them. Ilie 
manner of divine efficacy is so very soft 
and gentle, that we cannot easily trace its 
footsteps. 6k>d dcfflgneth not commonly 
to exert his hand in a notorious wav, but 
often purposely doth conceal it. Whereas 
also it is not fit to charge upon God*s spe- 
cial hand of providence any event, wherein 
special ends of wisdom or goodness do not 
shine ; it is often hard to discover such 
ends, which usually are wrapped in per- 
plcxitie«»: because God actc6i variously 
* (according to the circuniKtunceb of things, 
and the dispoution, capacity, or state of 
objects), so as to do the same thing for 
diflcrt nt ends, and different things for the 
same end: Wmuse thoic are different 
ends, unto which Providence in various 
order and inc'usure hath regard, uhieh om* 
short and narrow prospect cannot reach : 
hecaiwe God, in prosecution of his ends, 
is not wont to proceed in the most direct 
and compendious way ; but windeth about 
in a largt' f'irenit, (nVolding many concur- 
rent and subordinate designs ; because the 
expediency i»f tl.itigo to ho peimitted or 
performed doth not ctm&isl in single acts 
or e\onts, but in many conspiring to one 
common eml * because we cannot appre- 
hend the eonsequenees, nor balance the 
conveniences of things in order to good 
ends : because we are apt to measure 
things by tlieir congmity to our opinions, 
cxpCK’tations, and afleetiuns : because many 
proceedings of God depend upon grounds 
inaccessible to our apprehension ; such as 
his own secret decrees, the knowledge of 
men's thoughts, close purposes, clandestine 
designs, true qualificatious and merits ; his 
prescience of contingent events, and what 
tlm result will be from the combination of 
numberless causes : because sometimes he 
doth act in methods of wisdom, and by 
rules of justice, surpassing our capacity 
to know, either from the &t^ness of our 
nature, or the feebleness of our reason, 
or the meanness of our stale and circum- 
stmees here; beaiuse all the divine ad- 
ministration of affairs liath no complete 
deferiuination or final isetie hero; that 
being ripservcd to the great (lay «?f reckon- 
VoL. I. 


I icjg and judgment. It is farther also mn* 
p^ieiit that many occurreiices should be 
puaxlitig^ to us, to quash our presumptioii, 
to exercise our faith, to qpicken our in- 
dustry, to engage us upon adoring tbal; 
wisdom which we cannot comprehend. 
Upcui such accounts, for such causes 
(which time will not ^ve me leave to ex- 
plain and exemplify), the special provi- 
deuce of God is often cloudy, is seldom 
so clear, that without great heed and con- 
sideration we can perceive it. But how- 
ever, to do so is plainly our duty ; and 
therefore possible. 

For our reason was not given us to be 
idle upon so important occasions ; or that 
we should be as in'ute spetators of what 
God dueth* He surely in the governance 
of his noblest creature We discovereth his 
being, and diwlayeih his attributes: we 
thwefore carefmly should observe it. He 
thci*eby (and no otherwise in a public way) 
doth continually speajt^ and signify to us 
his mind: and fit it is, that we his sub- 
jects should hear, should attend to the 
least intimations of his pleasure.^ To him 
Ihonce glory should accrue; the which, 
who but we can render? and tiiat we may 
render it, we must know the grounds of it. 
In fine, for the support of God’s kingdom, 
for upholding the reverence due to his 
administration of justice among us, it in 
requisite, that by apparent dispensation of 
recompenses, duty should be encouraged, 
and (h'sobedieoee checked: very foolish 
thi*r<‘foro we must be, if we regard not 
such dispensations. 

8o reason dietateth; and holy Scripture 
more plainly deeWeth our obligation to 
eousidcr and perceive God's doings. To 
do so, is recommended to us as a singular 
point of wisdom : Whoso is »«w, and will 
observe these things^ they Shall understaful 
the loving^kindness of the Lord* Let him 
that elorieih glory in this^ that he under^ 
stmtaeth and knomth me, that I am the 
Lord^ which exercise hvingJimdtiess^judg* 
ment and righteousness in the earth. Who is 
wise f and he shall understand these thhm ; 
prudent f and he shall know them. Far 
the ways (f the Lord are rights &c« Wc 
are vehemently provoked thereto : Under* 
stands ye brutish among the people ; ima, 
ye Jbols^ when will ye be wise f They are 
reproved for neglect and defailance, tsfio 
do not regard the work of the Lord^ nor the 
operation of his hand. The notdiMcming 
Providence, is reproached aS a piece of 
sliamcful folly : A brutish man 
neithet dotha fool understand: and of wofid 
« rsol. Mi tx.6, ufl. \u 
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wiKinwited W gcKHi 

S io im]pl<xre £^*6 of < 

^00 &d {K>w tUs ptord 
\& vdum vesmtm*^ Moiigm^ $h<m> 

: W ftp th^l/, tfmjii^ tf th 
mtth* It 18 God’s numnor herdbj to ; 
hisku^f. iPhs lord ts Jknoim th judg^ 
mumd tifft h m&Ueth.'^ Re fbt this Tory 

U is aatd Pud ihB Lctrd 

kdtkdtm^fti tbit»asHkUiBi>ay,tA^ii!^ 
and ibiowy Aid comibr^ and ufukr^ 
daHd ttigetker^ that iAe hand of Hhe Lord 
hath doM this, ml the Jffo^ One 
hath mated He Tiiiubi^:eth m 
iiutt men may be brought to know, may be 
induced to a^QvMge bb atiibority, and 
bis eoiiity in the sumagement thereof 
that tfen muf Jmm Pudhe^ whose name ie 
Jehovah^ is the mostJHI^k overall the earth: 
that tksff may say^ Veruy there is a reward 
forther^hteous: verity there is a God that 
jndmh the earthP In tine, the knowledge 
of God’s SMid providence is tVeqnentiy 
renreftOnied as a mean of nourishing onr 
fluth and hope in him, as a grotuid of 
timnhftilnees and pndse to him, as an in^ 
centive of the bast affections (of holy joy, 
and binnble fhar, and hearty Itne) toward 
him; wherefore we ought to seek it, and 
we may attain it,i 

Th^are ooneequently some distinetiTe 
marks, <w chafact^s, bv which we may per- 
ceive God’s hwaA i and inch may these be 
wlkkAh fbHow indrawn fkmn the cpedal na- 
ture, maimeF, adjuncts, and oonsequences 
at eventil t u|^ which may be grounded 
rules dcctsrattve of sj^isl providence, 
such as cominonfy win bold, although some- 
times they may admit exceptions, and 
should be warily applied. 

1. Tbe wonderful strangeness of events, 
cotppared with the ordinary coarse of 
thin^, or the natural induence of causes $ 

• OtULJbmfy 4otli mppoii snS esoonnwe sood 
thtfdby coiivinoe sod ooiUound ill 
ss>.n) S0»-^ ate therdw doth instruct SU 

r\tt^S3,Ver. Is. M, Hos, ^Iv. S( Fsal jcaIt 
S t * 4, xm. t IS* Psri xdi 6* (Isa 

iWiJ. 1». JialHi 5, ctl. d, new, L 8| U, W 
•Jm. cj*. WVM. SU », (Ksck v«.it ) • Fsal. 



inmrtmeads of themt As, when the stars 
miheir course fought against SSsera: when 
the Winds and skies became amdUaries to 
Theodosius t wheafAs tordihmderedwith 
a great thunder upon the t^UisHneSi and 
dAseoMUA tAem, and they were smtftea be* 
fore fsrad t wh^ the Lord made the host 
if ^rians to hear u noise f chariots^ of 
Horses^ of d great Aeaf /'^whence thf>y 
arose and Aids: when the tMdnm of Am* 
man and JfaTooA stood up agasnd the inha* 
hitcmts Mount Sdr^ utterly to eley and 
destroy them ; and they had made an 
end of the inhabitants of hW, every one 
helpid to destroy amtlur: when ike angel 
of the Lord went forth and smote in the 
canyp of the Assyrians 185,000 men s and 
whm they arose early tw Pw msmttsg^ behold 
they toere all dead corpses: when the mighty 
power of Antiochus was, as it is said, to 
be broken without hands : and when, as it 
is foretold, a stone cut out of the mountum 
without hands should break in pieces the 
tfon, the brass^ the clay^ the siher, and the 
gold. Such events do speak God to be 
^eir cause; by his invisible efficacy sup- 
plying the defect of imparent means.*’ 

So likewise, when by weak forces great 
feats are accomplished, and impotency tri- 
umpheth over might ; f when, as the Prophet 
saitn, the captives of the msghty are taken 
amy^ and the prey of the terrible is de* 
Uvered: when one manges is promised, doth 
chase a thousand^ and two put ten tlumand 
to flight: when a stripling, furnished only 
with faith and a pebble, sliall knock down 
a monstrous giant, armod with a helmet of 
brass and a coatof mail, with ahuge target, 
swewd, and spear : when successes arrive 
like those recorded in Scripture under the 
conduct of Joshua, Gideon , Jonathan, Asa, 
Jehosaphat) wherein very small forces 
by uncouth means did sulidue formidable 
powers: this doth aiguo that God doth 
246 Poirma. Ome 
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iMfiien feem mft db 

e<M out miSmi &f 

WbHkfsm- 

pxttf^fAfjA img$» m HmmA mi, 
overtom^d: w^en tfm ftoA 

prolbunid «oi»i»mor 9 m «0 fiUivM^ or io 
mainuiteiL «8 ^ in ploiii oatos^ to 

oversee tfan]^ Most oMons and psIpaSne: 
wb^ {srofime^ matidlens^ eubtiio« keasb* 
eroTi8mlitldens(»a<^«9 AUieeh^ AflU> 
topWf Hainan, S^n$, StiUoOf 
witb niaiiiy like oooorriilg In stofy)are not 
onljr supplanted in tbeir wicked ixmkriy* 
ances, out dismaUjcliagtised for tfaemc tke 
occomnoes do inore than Ulitiiiuate divine 
wisdom to intervene, ooiwtornuniug and 
confounding such devices. For, 1 m it is, 
who, as the Scripture telleth Us, makgtk 
thp dimnfirs mad; tumeth toiw msa bach-^ 
ireird, and tnakelh thdr kn/mhdgif fooUsh f 
di^ofjpoisUHh the devitsed of the so 

Ikat thdr kandb canmt perjbtm ikeir mor* 
prinei taketh the mee in their anm, etqflh^ 
asss, and tumeth down the aounad hf the 
froward headtm^J^ 

Whenever a just cause or honest design, 
without any support or succour of worldly 
means (without authority, power , wit, learn* 
ing, eloquence), doth sgawtaU o^podtlon 
of violence and art prevail: this sigirideth 
him to yield a special oouatenance and aid 
thereto, who, to depress human pride, and 
advance his own mory, hath chosen the 
fooHsh things <f the world to cotifimnd the 
toisei and the weak things of the world to 
cat^hmd the things that are ndghtffs and 
lose things of the worlds and ihmgs which 
are detpwed, and things that are not, to 
bring to naught things that are^ (that are 
with us in most request and esteem.) 

Again, when plots, with extreme caution 
and secrecy contrived in darkness, are by 

X bahle means, by unaccountable ac* 
a, disclosed and brou^t to light; a 
bird ef the dr^ as the Wise Man speaketb, 
teUb^the matters the stones m the waU^ 
as it IS In the Prophet, crphig oat Treastm** 

t IML xUa. I5i Jr<Nd>. ixlii. IS, Kev, xxvi. 8. I>eiat 
»; I asm xn4. S, 4S; SuSa. vU. 7« t SWd 
SO luCii siT. 11; XX IS, il7siav.ll, Utem 
atv. 6i S Oor. xlU St Sob xii. Si ; mvlU. IS, Viol 
a. IS, xnrvlL 17, xxxv. lo, (Ixxvts.) * Horn 
vC. 4^v«r, U, * S Som. xv. SI. Evffinnm St 
&*S: Co Loot, Stv* tw. xUv. S5, Jobv, 
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The S^caiiimt sleep: 

^ontde is called &r; MofNlschfiaiarw 
is there pitched uui ania^^la Mk 
tMucemi^( Insveco^ 
creed hhsi; so dolh |bw^^s cnid d^ 
(XMMout. I%seiadh<majiid^ 
toWirdm iMMf u hsfc miinber cf iu* 
nceeuM devoted to itagh^ thathfelm^ 
be saved) a tatter nmst be sent: in Aat^ 
words inserted, si^tgesdng tte maUner of 
mrn&imt earned to the King, 
who pre^smy emifflieth it out! ^ 
plot was discovered. Such cveeMf 
can well proceed, but firosn the all* 
]pimmg uud ever watch^ care of him« 
^whm spsf, as BUha sald» m apon the 
wmsifnmy andhe sesthoU hlegoiogot 
Jnere is no darkpess aof shadow m dekh^ 
where mwtnrfmtafiniqeita shaUhSle fdwn- 
mimt for AsA w ecAed infon Asm, and 
dmeasAmhathm 

Also, when ill wm by their perverse 
wiUnaas do notaUy bemiqi and ensnare 
AMnsdree, ieyiugtr^ 
own desigiis, iuvmving thatnsdvea In that 
ruin and nmdiief into which they studied 
to draw others ; as when SanI, eapoidiog 
David^s life to hasard, inoreasi^ his ho* 
noiors wbeh the Persian noblas, hmenalxi^ 
the Idin against Daniel, do Dooidm his 
j^rowth m mvour, wHhthm own destruc- 
tton;^ whenHaman, byconarivingtoda. 
stroy God's pcoplo, doth advance them,, 
and rearing a galiows to Mcdleeai, doth 
prepare it for himsrif: when it fas||ieneth 
according to those passl^ in to 
thewieh^areMenintStdemessikdike^ 
imagmeds in the net wdek thee kid is tor 
am foot taken: Me made a pit mi digged 
tS, and ie fidkn inia the mck whim he 
mtde: E&s ndeehi^ ekaU return spam fde 
amheadscadldsmomdea^^ 

Mpm hUaum page: tose are pregn^ evi- 
ctees of God's just and wise providence; 
for the Lord is totem bg the Judgment that 
be ejweuiethg the wicked is mered m to 
toorh of Us am hesuL' 

All snohoceufTenoes, containing in them 
somewhat, if not dowi^htly mirsouloos, 
yet very admirable, in hke maitototot* 
mg tom the stream of human ambs, im 
mmades do surmount tooourae of naliim, 
most reasonsbly may, moat jmidf stodd, 
be asmtodto tospatolm^^ 
who onig doeA wondeefal 

2b ji^noiher character of imtol Piiri* 
denoe IS, to seasenahtoess add sudden* 

SS: 

avULSS; Ibin. vlTsi. ^ X.|; |x IS; «>«*• 

S, 8; til IS; Mj. S, nt tOg f. i0| In Hlf 
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k sot Qr^twcf. |M» witdd^^ 0)^^ 
4otiti M vttt MM)^, ^ iM iiicic an 
eii{|;miqrt tmd! of'ipgMMim, the 
enoottMianent of wsodneM, &>$ raMort 
of «. goM okMO, cm ftirtlhaiOlBOo tf my 
gooi imnooe (ao M there ia oaea4on to 
Mlc»owloa«e *l4kihe PrnpiMi. 2%o 
ArrOfe fjmgw, tAatf ko fooM 
<iia ii • a&e«d incUmtion, that Uod'a 
hand k'dtcticcHtecroedt oOtoofy the event 
tieiiw twtaide, trat the oonneadion thereof 
«i& eireittnatanoes of need bang more 
AdmirablOe 

Thu 9 k tisae oif ^treto and despon- 
Ndency, when a fnan 10 utterly fklom and 
destitute (ji all risible relief, tvhen, as the 
Faakust speeketh, r^f^fdileth mm, and 
m nm medkfar Hb Bad : if then 

m opportune sucOour doth timre ; 
he $B unreasonable and ingrateki, if 


he doth not avow a special Frovidence, 
and than'ktUlyas<!Hi>e that e^ont onto him 
who isottr f^fkge and ntfungth^ a uerppre- 
Beni help in tnmlei^ a s&ength to the poor, 
a etre^h to the needy in his distresB^ a 
refige from the etorm, a dmdem from the 
heai:^ the hope of Term, ond the Bouiaur 
Stereo/ in time of troubled This is that 
for which, in the 107th Fsalm, the divine 
Koodnesi;l is $0 magnificently celebrated ; 

Is w burden of that pathetical rap* 
tore, wher^n we by repeated wibhes and 
eahortatitms are instated to bless Ood ; 
his wonderfidly relievny the oliildren of 
men in their need and distress: this is that 
which God hijnself in the Prophet repre- 
asnteth as a most satisfactory demonstra- 
tion of his providence ; When the poor and 
needy eeeh woter^ and t?iere is none, and 
their tan^ Mktk for thirst, I the Lord 
untt hear them^ I the Qod of Jacob will 
not foredhe tkemi IwiUopen rivers in high 
places, and fountains h the midst of the 
UaSefB,%ec. Thdtluynwysee,andhnmv, 
mieemider.an^ that 

the hand oftkeZordhathdone this, and the 
lUdy One ofitrael hath created it*^ 

So also, when pestilent enterprises, ma- 
naged by clo^te fraud, or by impetuous Sc- 
ience, ardhroUght to ahead, ana come near 
to the pnint of neing e^eonted ; the sudden 
detection or seasonable obstruciionof them, 
do airgue the ever^ngilaot eye, and the all 
band to be engaged; God ever 
%>ih eee these deceitful workers of ini(iaity 
laying tlieir mischief in the dark $ ho Is 


• ifiA 1*IV. a • PflaA cxWi. 4, (jOiv S5» wWc 
iv. 16, PmI. sJvi l,iK Stxnr.S4;]txa^ii 
aSsxxvli. 5; Idx 14, &vUi r» t> i«a jkw. 4, 
^ >4v H. Jfiibauuoa ISt TmI ctU. 
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aiwayt present sA tbefr csb4t and clandss- 
paeeitings wheiH^ fliey heood dtpon It, 
Ik cAea do* inflSer it tog^ 
of makrtiy, till It he thwt^^ framed, 
*i it be ready to be hakbed, ahd break 
ibr* in its mfsotnevous effects; *enin a 
trice he spappe* and crushe* it to no- 
thing. God Mholde* violent men setting 
out in *eir ui^nst attempts, he ktteth *6iu 
proceed <m in afeU career, until they reach 
the edge of their de^gv^, then instantly ho 
oHecketh, putte* in a spoke, he etoppeth, 
he tumble* *00 down, or tumoth them 
backward. Thus was Remands plot dashed,* 
when he procured a royal decree, wheh 

he had fixed a time, when he had issued 
forth letters to destroy GotTn people. Thus 
was Pharaoh overwhelmed, when he had 
just overtaken the children of Israel/ Thus 
were the designs of Abimelech, of Absalom, 
of Adonyah, of Sanballat, nipped. Thus, 

when SonnaimeribwithaaUnmatdiablehost 
had onoamped against Jerusalem, and had 
to appearance swallowed it, God did put a 
boon into Ms nose, and tumid him back into 
Ms own landJ Thus, when Antiochus wto 
marching on furiously , to accomplish his 
threat ^turning Jerusalem into a charnel, 
a ncMome disease 4^d intcrcirpt bis pro- 
gress.^ Thus, when the profane Caligula 
did mean to discharge his bloody rage on 
the Jews for refusing to worship him, a 
domestic sword did presently give vent to 
his rcvengefhl breath.* Thus also, when 
Julian had by his policy and authority pro- 
jeeted to overthrow our religion, his plot 
soon was quashed, and his hfe snapped an d) 
by an unknown hand.J Tims, whenever thr 
enemy doth come in like a flood (threaten- 
ing immediately to o\orflow and overturn 
all things), the Spirit of the Lord doth hft 
up a standard against him that is, God’s 
secret efficacy doth suddenly restrain and 
represb his outrage. This usually is the 
method of Divine Providence.' God could 

Iva could supplmit* them in their first on 
sets ; he ootud anywhere suffiaminate and 
subvert them : but he rather uinketh for a 
time, and suffereth the designers to go on 
till they are mounted to the top of confi- 
dence, and good people are oast on the brink 
of ndn;! *«» suriirisingly, 

imexpcotedly be striketh in with effectual 


^ £7 ****Sft\jw^ Vkt fmfSnr, 

t'OmvjMCtiMMf ac.— nsd. 

i Neo lieu* uitmt. aiaf dignus vuidite noSms 
liK*ldirit 
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Huccour I 80 fcow HhiB I 

8iui»^o<i U of mw 

ttoo^-aaftA wire hfe in- 1 

nooent 

haUk to ^004 Wmt inatiiA^tilwtoiK^^ 
in him. Tl«»*Ooato^^tfc^to 
and poww Witt ho vhon ho 

imat^othw iiNmi iim 

oar Mtf dptA o^cUP^ o» « mel ^ (A# 
mro ^thefiwkr.”^ , . ^ , 

3. Moibor dukroetor of apodal PrmrU 
dence ia, tho great ntOitoaiul boxmfio^^ 
of oocmreiioea, eapediJh in vtegord to ti&o 
pubUc state of thSiw, ana to greaijpotson- 
ages, in whoso weiwo the pimlie la nmoh 
ooncerned. To ontitlo oroij potty dianco 
that arrivoth to apodal Providence, f»ay 
signify l^htneas ; io fhthor on God the 
imsohiefa issning from our sin and fb%, 
may savour of profanonoas s hut to ascri^ 
every grand and hcneftcial event unto his 
good hand, hath over heen reputed wisdom 
and justice.* It hath been (saith Balbua in 
Cicero) a temnon opinion among on- 
cmts^ that whatever did bring gr^ hentfit 
to fnanhind^ watt never dime wUhout dime 
goodness toward mea.f And well might 
they deem it so, seeing to do sp is most 
egi^cable to his nature, and appertahung 
to his charge, and may appear to he so by 
good argumontation a pnm* For, that 
God doth govern our affairs,^ may be de- 
duced from his essential attribute ; and, 
consequently, that he doth in espedal man- 
ner order these things, which are the most 
profier and worthy objects of his governance, 
(rod indeed doth not disregard any tiung; 
he uateheth over tho least things h} his 
general and oi dinary providence ; so that 
notiiing in nature may deviate from its 
course, or transgress the bounds prescrib<*d 
to it. He thereby clothe the grass of the 
field; he provakth /» the raven his food^ 
and the yumg IwiJi seek thnr meatfrmi him ; | 
without his care a sparrow doth not fall to 
the ground; by it, w the hairs of our head 
are numbered.^ But his more special hand 
of providence is chiefly cuiployad In ma- 
naging aitairb of great moment and benefit 
to mankind; and peculi«irly those which 
ooncern his people, who do jirofbss to wor- 
sbij) end serve him; whose welfare he ten- 
dereth with more than ordinary care and 
^eotkm. He therefore hath a maiu stroke 
in aQ revolutions and changes of state; he 
presideth in all great counsels and undcr- 
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takings; intlm wiqf^otfwer^hitbeee^ 
of peMe,lii the dlspensatl^ of 
id«A(»ryaiidgmeni^^ He»pe<flkU*l^ 
btere#ed in toejpeoteolimief 
dtief udMiHere efhii kavtbmj and ih fifth 
of hb people, the dicdoe ol^eet 
of his care, from vsiden^ invasions, asod 
treacherous surprbesi so aa to prevmit 
dbasters incident, or to didbev from them. 
It iehe thedy as the Psahmelaays, dofh^ 
eahaim vnia fdngsi who demeratk JOmd 
Ms ssmnM from the hurtful smrd, It la 
he that eontiimalty hsageA Israel without 
eversletp^ytediM^^ 
of /arm, and the saxmer thereof ; who ie 
«!i the ndift qf Asr, that the stall not be 
iiiotis<f / wW hath deelai^ 
hetyOndi^ right miy; that As uaH net 
east qff hie peepk^ nor his uiAsri- 

tmee; that no wscj^ firmed agumst hk 
Church sAnll promt; that samtm ho- 
Jmgelhtoihetora^y andUeUersIogisupo 
kispeeplAf Wbea^thereltoe, anyreiwk- 
ahle event, highty condaning to thppuhlio 
good of Chur<ma&dStato(suppoiihigtheia 
magood eonditiou, or resent 
immlncmt danger), doth appear, it ia most 
reasonable, and most just, to aaoHbe the 
acoompSsl^nt thereof to God's hand. 
When any pmmicioua enterprise levelled 
against the sueiy of prinoe and people, is 
disappointed, it ie frt we should profess bcmI 
say, The rtghteom lard hath horn the 
mares of the ungodly m pieceeJ^ 

4. Another &e mark of ipecisi provi- 
dence is, the righteousness of the easq, 
or tiie advantage sprinmng from events 
unto the maintenance of right, tlie vindi- 
cation of inuooence, the defence of truth, 
tho encouragmxient of piety and virtue. 
God naturally is the judge of right, the 
guardian of inncx^ence, the patron of truth, 
aud promotor of goodness. The Lord tea 
refuge to the oppressed; He ie a father qf 
the fatherless and a judge of the taidow t 
He trill nudhtam the cause of the afflicted^ 
the right of the poor: He exrcuteih 
righteovsssess and Judgment fir all that are 
oppressed; He h&sseth the righteomy and 
compaeseth hm unth favour as with a sniZZ . 
He preserveth the souls of the ri^eoue^ 
mtd deUvereth them out of the hmi of Mo 
ungodly: 411 Ais pa0mimr^mdtrulky 
unto such as keep his eopendni md Airfrw- 
tmonies^^ Whenever, therefrme, rifkt is 
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or pernounljF in^ad^d; vfeen 
»i»oie»^j»oe h grmjjr abmed^, or aoreh be- 
set y when pfctj IS ^oroely ofipwed, 0 ^ 
cunniogty nmkrmSnOd ; wiea mq 4 ma, 
for tiiie i^easion of truth or tbo praotioe 
of virtue, «ro porsacoted, or griovonjvlv 
threaten^ witb misoluof ; theo may we 
peiBume that God is not uaooneemod, 
nor will poVe backward to reach forth 
ahocour. And when, accordingly, we jfind 
that ^i^al aid or deliverance do then ar- 
rive, it IS most reasonable to suppose that 
God particularly hath engined himself, 
and exerted his power in their behalf. For, 
seeing it is his popr and peculiar work; 
seeing it most beoometh ana behoveth him 
to appear in such cases, affordinghis help- 
ful countenance; when he dooth it, we should 
be ready to acknowledge it» In such a case, 
T9ie hand €f the Lard shall be known toward 
hie sertmts^ and kis indignation towardhU 
enemies^ saith the Prophet.* 

5. Another character is, the oorrespn- 
dence of events to the prayers and desires 
of good men. For seeing it is the duty and 
constant pactice of go<m men, in all oxi- 
gendes to implore God's help ; sediig such 
prayers have, as St. James icUeth us, a 
mighty energy, it bein^ God's property, by 
them to be moved to nupart his powei^ul 
assistance;* seeing God most plmnly and 
fi^uently hath declared', and obliged him- 
self by promise, that he will hear them, so 
as to perform whatever is expdient in 
their behalf ; seeing we have many notable 
exprirneuts recorded in Scripture (,as those 
of Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hesekiah, EUaa, Dar 
niel, and the like) of prayers bringing down 
Wonderful effects from heaven, with which 
the testimonies of all times and the daily 
exprience of good men do conspire ; * see- 
ing Hie presumption of such efficacy is the 
main ground and encouragement of dev€»- 
tion:" we have great reason, whenever 
evonts are answerable to such prayers, to 
ascribe the performance of them to God's 
hand: great reason we have in such cases 
to cry out with David, Now know I that 
the Lord saveth his anoitited: he wW hear 
him from his holy heaven^ wUh the sming 
strength of hie right kand:^ just cause have 
ac(«ording to hhymttern, thankfully to 
acknr wledge God'Msvour in answering 

jHVfiKdif *Ua» iietntMrnr 
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our petiUonsj The Ung (said he) shaU ioy 
in thy dmgth, O Lori, and in thy sdm- 
iion haw greatly shad he r^wsei For than 
had gam him his heart's arsisy, und hast 
not tdtholden ike requests of kls 
C. Again, thepouoediugsof God (espe- 
cially in way of jud^ont, or of dispensing 
rewards and pnimments) disexiver their 
ori^nal by their kind and eountenance, 
which usually do bear a near resemblance, 
or some sigm^cant correspondeiice, to the 
actions upon which they are grounded. 
Pwmhments (saith a Fat^) are the forced 
ojfrpring ofwdlwgfauHs 4 and answ orahly , 
rewards are the children of good di^eds - 
and God, who formeih both, dotli com- 
monly order it so, that the children in tlieir 
complexion and features sluiU rebeinble their 
parents. So that the deserts of men shall 
often be legible in the recompenses con- 
ferred or innicted on them 4 not according 
to the natural result of their practice, but 
with a comely reference thereto ; apt to 
raise in them a sense of God's lumd, and 
to wring from them an acknowledgment 
of bis equity in so dealing with them. So 
when humble modesty is advanced l<> ho- 
nour, and ambitious confidence i.s thrown 
into disgrace; when liberality is blesse^l 
with increase, and avarice is cursed witli 
decay of estate ; when <!raft incurreth dis- 
appointment, and simplicity hndoth gotKl 
success ; when haughty might is shattered, 
and helpless innocence is preserved ; when 
the calumnious tongue is blistered, the Mat- 
tering lips are cut off, the blasphemous 
throat is torn out : when bloody oppresbors 
have blood given them to ilrink, and come 
to welter in their own gore* (on aeeidt*nt 
which almost c^onUnually doth happen;; 
when treacherous men by their own con- 
fidants, or by themselves, are betrayed ; 
when retaliations of vengeance arc minis- 
tered, extorting confessions like to that of 
Adoni-bezek, As I have done, so Ood futih 
refuUed me ; desei*ving such exprobrations 
as that of Samuel to Agag, As thy sword 
hath made women childless, so shall thy mo- 
ther he childless among women; groundini> 
such reflections as that concerning An- 
tiochus, Thus the murderer and hlaspheMer 
kcEoing suffered mont grievously, as he eu- 
tre<dm other men, so died he a miserable 
death i' by such occurrences the finj^er of 
God doth point out and indicate itselt ; 
they speak iheniMdves immediately to come 
from that just God, who doth 

t *h,mavr4mr tiMtttn i/'y0va — DsiniWc. 
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render to men ansvtrerald/ to their doing® ; 
who payeth men their rluO, sometimes in 
value, ol^en in tipecie^ aooording to the 
strictest way of roekoniug. //e fas the I’ro- 
phet saith) is great in ccntHsei and mighty 
m HTfirh! for Ms effus are open to dR the 
ways of the stm ofinen^ to giee evetyone 
fteeojding to his 'mp^ and according to 
the fmvts of Ms doings.* This indeed is 
a sort of administration most conformable 
to God’s exact justice, and most oondu- 
(*ihlo to his holy de-tigns of instructing 
and correcting ofibnders. He therefore 
bath declared it to be his way. It is (saith 
the IVophct, directing his speech to the 
instnimenta of divine vongoance upon Ba- 
bylon) the vengeance of the tom: take 
vengeantv upon her; as she hath dtme^ do 
wito her, An<i, the day of the Lord (saith 
another Prophet, concerning the likojudg- 
juent upon Edom) is mar all the 
heathen: tis thou host dotie, it mall he done 
unto thee; thy rewind s/tafl return ujum 
thine ennt head. Tiiereby doth God mean 
to declare liinuself the Judge and Governor 
of men : f'or, / mil (saith he m Ezekiel) 
ifo ento them offer their urn and aceurdi*^^ 
to their deserts u ill I judge theni^ and they 
shall hum that T am the Lard.*’ larthei*, 

7. Another argument of <.pt»cial Provi- 
d< nee IS, the liariuoniuus conspiracy of 
varitHis accidents to one end oi* cftect. If 
that otic thing sliotdd liit advantageously 
to the production of some considerable 
event, it may with some plausibility be at- 
t£ ihuied to fori une, or eominon providence: 
yet that divers things, haiiiig no depon- 
ilcoce or coherence one with the other, in 
divers places, thrrmgh several times, should 
all join tbeir forces to compass it, cannot 
well otherwise than be ascribed to God’s 
sjieciaJ care wisely directing, to his own 
hand powerfully wielding, tliose con<*m*. 
rent instruments to one good purpose. 
For it is beside the nature, it is beyond 
tht reach of f<»rtune, to range various 
cause'^ in ^uch order. Blind fortune can- 
not apprehend or catcli the seasons and 
junctures of things, which arise from the 
motions of causes in tlioir nature ifulifri>- 
rent and arbitrary : to it therefore no such 
event can reasonably l>e imputed.* So, 
to the bringing about our Lord’s passion 
(that great (*vent, which is so particularly 
assigned to God’s hand), we may observe 
the monstrous treachery of Judos, the 

^ rQ* Tw *rf£r«i sfpAur- 
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strtu^ malignity of the Jewish rulers, the 
pro<%ious levity of tho people, the won- 
derful easiness of Piiato^ wwh other tics* 
table accidents^ to have jumped in order 
thereto, So also, that a malicious traitor 
should conccivo kindness toward any, that 
he should be mistaken in the object of his 
favour, that he should express his mind 
in a way subject to deliberate examination, 
m terms a^t to breed suspicion where the 
plot was Itud ; tliat the counsellors should 
despise it, and yvi. not smother it ; that the 
king instantly, by a light darted into his 
mind, should descry it: tliese things so hap- 
pily meeting, may argue God (who mould- 
eth tho heai*ts, who guidoth tho hands, 
who enlighteneth the mimls of men) to 
have beeu engaged in the detection of this 
day's black consfiiracy* 

Such are some characters of speda! 
Providence $ each of which smgly appear- 
ing in any concurrence would in a eon*- 
siderate man breed an opinion thereof ; 
each of them being very congruous to the 
supposition of it; no such appearances 
being otherwise so clearly and cleverly 
explicable, as by assigning the divine hand 
for thejr principal cause. But the con- 
nexion of them all in one event*^ (when 
divers odd accidents do befall at a season- 
able time, according to exigexuy for Uie 
public benefit , the preservation of princes, 
the security of God’s people, the protec- 
tiou of light, the maiutenance of truth and 
piety, according to tho wishes and prayers 
of good men, with projier retribution and 
vengeance upon the wretched designers of 
miHchief ; such a complication, I say , of 
these marks in on<‘ e\ent)niay thoroughly 
suffice to raise a fii*iii pei’suasion, to force 
& confident acknowledgment concerning 
God's providence, in any eonsidtrate and 
ingenuous person : it readily will dis|>oae 
such persons upon any sucli occasion to 
say. This is the Lord^s doings and it is 
ntorveUous in our eyes.^ 

Notwithstanding, therefore, any obscurity 
or intricacy that sumetinie may appear in 
tho cowse of Providence, notwitlKstanding 
any general exceptions fhat may by per- 
verse incredulity bo alleged against the 
conduc't of things, there ore good marks 
ohservalde, whereby (if vie W'e not very 
bliH'kisli, drowsy, supine, kzy, or froward ; 
if wo will coiisiocr wisely, with induetrious 
attention and care, with minds pure from 
vain prejudices, and corrupt affections) wo 
may discern and umierstjuid GodN doing. f 
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Whicli do is tli(' first dutj specifi<‘d in 
my text: upon v^liich having iusisted i*o 
largtdy, 1 hhail (hoping you will favour mo 
with a littlo pationue) Iviefiy touch the 
rest. 

11. It is the duty of us all, upon wich 
reinai'kahle occurrences of Pro^idence, to 
fear (iod : All nwn^ it is said, shall fear. 
It is our duty in such cases to be aileef od 
w ith all sorts of fear ; w ith a fear of awful 
dread, witli a fear of hearty reverence, 
with a fear of sober caution; ^ea, some* 
times with a fear of (lejeeting constenia- 
lion. When (b)d doth appear vlad with 
Jus robes of men^eance aiul zeal ^ denounciug 
and discharpng judgment ; when he re- 
pr(‘seuteth himself fearful in praises^ Ur- 
fible in his doings toward the vliildrtm of 
meUy worhing terrible things in righteous- 
ness; it should strike into our hearts a 
<lread of his glorious majesty, of his mighty 
power, of Jiis severe justice, of his glorious 
md fearful name A it should instil into om* 
minds a reverence of his excellent wisdom, 
his exc(*cding goodness, his perfect holi- 
ness ; it should breed in our souls a soli- 
citous care of displeasing and provoking 
him : it should cause us in our hearts to 
shake and tremble before him. Tlicu is 
that of the Psalmist to be put in jn'iMtiw; 
/ct all the earth fear the Lord : fet all the 
inhabitants of the wot hi stand in awe of 
Jam, Tremble^ thou earthy at the preseuee 
of the Lord^ at the presence of the God of 
Javoh.^ Such dispensations are in their 
nature declarative of those divine attinbutes 
which do require such affections : they are 
set before our eyes to cast us into a very 
serious mid solemn frame ; to abash and 
<lcter us from ofieiidmg, by observing the 
danger tif incurring punishments like to 
tho^i^ which we btdudd infiieted u})on pre- 
sumjittious transgressors; upon those who 
do heinously violatt right, or furiously 
impugn truth, or ]irofanely despise piety; 
wlio earnest!) prosecute wicked enter- 
pri/.os ; who j»ersecute the friends ol' («od 
with outrageous violence, or treacherous 
suhlilty. Upon infliction of such punish- 
uu'uts, all the [teople shall hear^ and fear^ 
vml do no more presumptuotidtf^* saith (»od 
himself, declaring the nature and drift of 
them. They <io plainly demonstrate, that 
there is no presuming t<» escape being dc- 
tectwl in our close macbinalioiis by God’s 
ull-se\ ing eye ; being defeated in our bold 
att(‘inpts by (iod’s almighty hand; being 
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surely chastised for our iniquity by (iod’s ' 
impartial judqinent. Extremely blind and 
stiqiid, therefore, must we he, or mon- 
strously sturdy and profane, if «uch expe- 
riments of divine power and justice do not 
awe us, and fright us from sin. When the 
lion roareth^ wJto will not feat When the 
trumpet is blown in the eity^ shall not the 
people be afraid f Sliall he at whom the 
mountains t/mhe^ and the hills melt; whose 
indignation the ttalims are not able to abide » 
at whose wrath the earth doth shake and 
tremble; at whose reproof the pillars of 
heaven are astonished;^ shall he visibly 
frown, shall his wrath fiamo out, shall he 
fdiake his rod of excin[)lary vengeance (#ver 
US, and we stand void of seiist* ir fear ^ 
If so, then surd) a brutish dotage, or a 
gigantic stoutness, doth \k)sm‘ss us, 

ill. We ai*e in bu<*h tasta obliged to de- 
clare Oods work; that is, op< uly to acknow- 
ledge and avow, to Tijipliuul and celebrate 
the special providence ol (jrod, with Jiis ado- 
rable perfections disjiluved in such events; 
to- the glory of God’s name, in expression 
of our reverence and gi'afitinle low.ard him, 
for the common edification of men ; for 
which uses they gi'tatly serve, to v*rhieh 
purposes they are ilesigncd. should 
not view such providential oecurrencos, 
like dumb ht'asls, with a <lull or careless 
silence, as if wc <lid not mind them, or 
were not vonctrned in them: we should 
not suppress or slitlc the knowledge of 
them 111 our breasts, as if they w ere barely 
matters of piivalc consideration and use; 
we should not hi our observation and re- 
sentment of thcmi Ik fruitlc'.s, so as to yield 
no honour to (iod, no benefit to man. But 
wc should projMgate and com oy them into 
others: in s(; loud a lone, in so livel) a 
strain we shouhl vent tluun, as therebv to 
excite the notice, to infianie the affections 
of ail men within thi' r<‘iu‘h of our voice; 
provoking them to eoiisjurc with us in ac- 
knowledgment of God’s power and w isdom, 
ill ac'clamathin to his justice and gooilncss. 
This is the due improvement of imrgUny,^ 
that ]ieeuliar excellency, wherein chiefly 
^except in our reason) we do surpass all 
creatures; tliat without which our reason 
itiself is more than half unprofitable; that 
wh€*reby we put our best member to its 
Ivest use. For this we have the devout 
Psalmist’s pious resolutions, his exemplary 
perfonnaiic(*s, his zealous wishes, his ear* 
iieist evhoptations, to gui<le and move us; 

J mil speak of the glonnus honour of thy 
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mnjeftiy^ ami of ihy wowirou^ ivorh. Men mttion. The nf^utpov^ (thill see ?V, ami re- 
Ml itpenh of ike might of thy terrible acts ; jowe ; anrl all iniquity shall stop hermouiL^ 
ami 1 will declare thy greatjmn. They shall It i» to them no small |>leasuro to Jieholtl 
Sfwah of the glory of thy hingtltan^ awl talk Gfid’s holy perfections illustriously shining 
of thy power. So did he sit^nify his rcso- forth; and th(‘ ^lory of him (who is the 
lotion. I hare not hid thy righteousness priin’ipal object of their lov(‘, their revc- 
witkin my heart; / have declared thy faith renc(», their hope, and confidence') to be 
fulness and ihy sahntiom I ham not eon- conspicuously advanced. sjutli the 

cooled thy loimg-hindiwss awl thy truth Psalmist, O ye righteous^ and yiee thanks 
fiom the great congregation. So hi-, con- at the remembrance of his holiness, Zion 
scieiuie testified of iiis pm'ticc. O that heatd^ and was glad,, and the daughters of 
men would jnraise the [^>rd for his goodness,, Judah rejoiced, because of thy judgmonts, 
and for hh wonderful works to the children O Lord, For thou. Lord, art high abom 
ofvicn: that they would offer the sacrifice all the earth.^ 

of thanJisj^mug, and declare his toorhs uith It is to thew ground of cvcecding corn-. 
y^ladwss, Soilotli he pour forth his desire, fort, to receive so clear pledges of God\s 

0 ilap your hawk, rdl ye shout lore and favour, his truth ;ui(l fidelity, his 

vnfo Uod with the voice of triumph. Sing hounty and nnmificenco toward t>ii in, e\- 
vnto the Lord,, blcs\ hif» Hame: show forth pressed in such watchful care over them, 
his sal mi ion from day to day. Declare his biich protection in dangers, such aid in 
ginn/ among the hcathfu, his womb*rs among needs, such deliverance from misdiiefs, 
all people, (^omc and see t lie works of (Jod, v'ouchsafed to them. Such benefits they 
Sing jorfh the honour of his nmne, make his cannot receive fnmi God’s hand, without 
praise ghiious, O give thanks unto the tliat cheerfulness which always doth adhere 
Lord; call upon hh name; make known his to gratitude.* T vdll (suith David) sing 
deeds among ike people,^ So doth he sum- unto the lord, because he hath dealt houn- 
m(ni, so doth lie urge us to tliis practice ; tifntly with me, fiecausc ikon hast been mif 
and in his dci»ortmcnt w^c may see our duty, helper, therefore m the shadow of thy wings 

IV . it is peculiarly the duty and practi« e / will rejoio. My lips shall greatly rejoice 
of good men nixni sju-h oecasions to feel in thee; and my soul, whhh than' hast rr- 
aud to c\prc«-s n UgiousJov. Tlse right- deemed, I will he glad, ami tejoice in thy 
com shall be glad In flu Lord, GoimI men mercy' for thou hast considired my trouble, 
indix'd tlun h.ivc gp<at matter, and much and had known my sonl in ndversitic,s. The 
cause, on nianj accounts, to be glad. Lord hath donegtmt things for ns, whereof 

It hecom(‘th them to rt‘j<»icc, as having ire ate glad, Ltt all thov that p'iU Omr 
an universal compUccncc iu (JodV pro- trust in thee rejohe: ht them ercr shoui for 

1 I ciling.,^ as givtcfully relishing all di-j»en- joy, la muse thou difindest 

sations of Providence, 'fhev , ds pious, ,u‘e The) are al-«o greatly refn.shed with up- 
diApo^ed to bless and praise (iod for all prehension of the happy fruits sprouting 
things incident, and cannot therefore but irom such dispcn-.atiuns of Providence ; 
i(‘joice; jov being an insci».iral»le eompa- such as are the benefit of mankind, the 
iiion of gratitude and pi'nisi . lienee, Light pe*ice and prosjaTit) of the elv il state, the 
is .sownjor thi tighieou^, and gladness for preservation, settlement, i iildcgenu ut, ad 
the uptight in hem t.^ lienee, The coice of vancement of (iJod’s Chundi ; the siijuxirf 
satcotion Olid lejoicivg is in the inbnnacles of right, the succour of iiiiicteence, tlm 
of the righteous, lienee, Fejoice in the inaintenam-c of truth, the emomageineut 
Lord, O ye iighteou^' for prahe is comely and furtherance of pietj ; the restraint of 
for the uptight .J is an <'xhorlation backed violence, the iliH*ouut« nance of errirf, tlie 
with a ver) good reason. coirection of vice and impiety. In Ihose 

They <‘aimot but find ‘satisfaction in oIj- as faitlifuJ servants of 4Mi, 

*crving God’s providc.ne notably disco- and roal friends of g<»odness, as beai<iqf|^ 
vered, to the confirmation of their faith, licaidiy gfiod-will ami compassion to miih/ 
and cherishing their ho)u*s; together with kind,* as true lovers of th(ir country, *a4 ^ 
tin conviction of iufidilitv , and confusion living and sensible members of the GhWclj^ ‘J. 
of profanencss. Our hemi isailh the Psal- cannot but rejoice. Seeing by these 
mist) shall rejoice iu hin, because tee hare their own host interest (wliich is no otheiv* 
trusted in his holy tiame, I have ttnsUd in i 

ihy metcu; my ItcWif shall rc/oice in thy sal- * Sen de Bontf.ii 22. Cum acoiplwwlunn Jvde-i-^ 

' •f J ^cntiius, hilnruvaccipianm'^ Vroutt-nieHH&udiuitt.Xe. 

' I’-.jI o%IV, .V. fi, II - Osvui l>; IX UJ Xl 10. \h 30 , 
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than tho ad vanfage of gcHMinoss), tb<»ir chief that God is abundantly able, very vpilUi^, 
honour (which conwsts in the promotion of and ever wady to succour them. Tiuny (saUli 
divine glory), their truest content (which fte Psalmist) that know thy nanw wilt put 
h placed in the prospenty of Zion), arc their (rust in thes:for thou^ Lord^ hast not 
highly tethered ; how can they look on farsaksu them that seek thee. And, /(saith 
them springing up, without great delight he) will abide in thy tabemaekfor ever; I 
and complaeenoe ? O (naith the Psalm&t) trust in the covert of thy tvings ; for tkou^ 
sing Santa the Lord-^for he Imth done mar- O Qod^ Imt heard my vows : thou hast hem 
neUans things. He hath remenihered his askeUer for me ^ and a strong tower frann the 
mercy and Us truth toward the house of enemy. It is indeed a great aggravation of 
Xsradi all the ends of the earth have seen diGidence in God, that having tasted and 
the salvation of our God. And, O seen that the Lord is good;'' haviiig felt so 
heanens^ oriotli the Prophet, mtd be ^yful^ mauifest experience of divine goodness ; 
O earthy and fjreak forth into singing^ O Imvingrcoeivedso notable pledges of God's 
ye mountains: far tho Lord hath comforted teourablo inclination to uelp us; we yet 
his people^ and uill have mercy on his af^ will not rely upon him. As a friend, who 
Jlkted. And, When (saith he) ye shall see by signal instances of kindness liath assured 
this (the comfort of God’s peoi»le), your bis good-will, hath great cauac of offence, 
heart shall rejoke^attdyour bones shall flou~ if he be suspected of unwillingness in a 
rkh like an herb : and the hand of the Lord needful season to afford his relief ; so may 
shall he known toward his servants ^ and his God most justly be displeased, when we 
indigntition toward kU enemies.^ (notwithstanding so palpable demonstra- 

Even in tlie frustration of wicked de- tions of Ixia kindness), by distrusting him, 
signs, attended with severe execution of do in effect question the sincerity of his 
vengeance on the contrivers and abettors friendship, or the constancy of his good- 
of them, they may have a pleasant satis- ness toward us.‘ 
faction; they roust then yield a cheerful VL Good men upon such occasions should 
applause to Divine justice. The r^hteous glory: AU the uprtght in heart shall glory. 
(baith tlie Psalmist) shall rejoice icken he Should glory ; that is, in contemplation of 
seeth the vengeamv: and, Let tlw wichd such providences' feeling sprightly eleva- 
(s;iith he) perish at the ^sence of God; tions of mind and transports of affection, 
htif let the Hghfeous be glm^ let them rejoice they should exhibit triumphant demon- 
befot a God ; ijea^ let them exceedingly r<?- sti'ations of satisfaction and alacrity. It 
mee.^ Whence, at God’s infliction of judg- beconicth them not in such cases to he 
roeiit upon Bal)>lon, it is said in Jeremy, dumpish or demure ; but jocund and crank 
Then thi heaven^ and the earthy and all imt in their humour, brisk and gay in their 
is therein^ shall sing far* Jiabylon and at looks, ploasantl) flippant and free in tlieir 
the fall of invstical Babylon, in the Apoca- speech, jolly and dtlmnair in their htha- 
lypse, it is likewise sidd, orefT Aer, viour; every way signifsing the extreme 

(httu heaven^ and ye holy apostles and pro- couqiljicency they take in God’s doing, and 
phi*ts : for God hath menged you on fier.^ tlie full cuntcut they taste in their stat**. 
Farther, They with sulenm exultation should tri- 

V. The next duty prescribed to good men umph in such e v ents, as in victories achieved 
in such case is to truU in God^ that is, to by mcgloriou&haiid of God in their behalf, 
hav<* their aflianoe in (»od (upon all such in approbation of their cause, in favour to- 
liko occasionH, in all urgencies of need) ward their persons, for their great benefit 
settled, improved, and corroborated there- and comfort.'* They may (not as proudly 
by. This indeed is the projHT end^ imine- assuming to themstdves the glory duo to 
dialely regarding us, of God’s special pro- '(»od, but as gratefully sensible of their 
vidGnee,cusclasing itself in any miraculous, felicity springing from God’s favour) 
or in any remarkable way ; to nourish in jactare^ se laudibua effirre (as the Hebrew 
well-disposed minds that faith in God, which word doth signity ;) that is, in a sort boast, 
is the root of all piety, and ground of de- and commend themselves o& very liap}>y in 
volion.’^ Such experiments are sound ar- their relation to God, by virtue of his pro- 
{^menfs to |>crsuade good men, that Go<l tection and aid. They may (not with a 
doth govern and order things for their best haughty insolence, or wanton arrogance, 
advantage ; they are powerful incentives, but with a sober confidence and cheerful- 
driving them in all ( xigenees to seek God’s nese.) insult upon baffled impiety,^ their 

help ; they are most wnvindng evidences . ,m. a. 4 . s. c*v 9. fces cx«. 78 

• Pwil citxU. fc; (I Cor tU. SCO 1. St Txxh. s. » Kccluo. ijl 10, * Psil ctxvi. 1. ftc. 

l«.xUx 13, ThuI xpivi n 13 Im Ihvi 11. “Psul. Ills C, 7.— Tlio righteous shall Unxh at hlita. or, 
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i^xpressioiiE untl deraeanour apbnuding U>e 
folly, th« bwenew, the hapetency and 
wretchedness thereof, in ccanpeiaitUm with 
the wisdom, in oppositbn to the power of 
God, their Mend and patron. For 
carriiif^ in swoh cases we have the pracdoe 
and the advice of the PsaSniist to warrant 
and direct us. Jbi God (fudth he) voc boost 
oU ike dcfi/ Umg^ and araise tkv name for 
etier. fkou^ Lord^ hoot mads me ghd 
through tky ufork ; and J tet'R trimi^ m 
ttke works of thy hands- We vsiU rejoiee in 
thy sdlmtUmf and in the name of our God 
we mil sH up owr banners. Glory ye in his 
My name: let iJw heart of them rejoUe that 
seen the Lord. Sing mto hm^ sing psalms 
unto him ; talk ye of all his wondrous works. 
Save us^ O Lord our God^ and gather us 
from among ike heathen^ to give thanks unto 
thy name^ and to triumph in thy praise*^ 
Such should be the result (u})ou u'^) t>f 
(jod’s merciful dis|Kinsations toward ]iis 
people. 

I shall only farther remark, tliat the 
word here used is by the Greek roudored, 
they shall be praised: which 
the original will boar, and the reason 
of the case may admit. For such dispen- 
sations ever do adorn integrity, and yield 
commendation to good men. They declare 
the wisdom of such persons, in a<lhcring 
to God, in reposing upon God's help, in 
embracing such courses which God doth 
approve and bless: they plainly tell how 
dear such persons ore to God; how in* 
comparably hap|)y in his favour, how im- 
pregnuhly safe under his protection; as 
having his iufallible wisdom and his iimn- 
cible ]>r>wer engaged on their side.* This 
cannot but rtnider them admirable, and 
their state glorious in the eyes of all men ; 
inducing thcTo to profess wim the Psalmist, 
Happy is the people^ whkh is in sueh a 
ease i wa, hippy is that ^mple whose Ood 
is the Lord, And of such a people, that 
declai'ation from the same mouth is veri- 
tied, fn thy name shall they rejoice all the 
day long^ and in thy righteoumess shaV they 
he eialted ; for thou art the glory of their 
strength ^ and in thy favour tKeir kom shaU 
he exaU^J 

Such are the duties suggested in our 
text, as suiting ihest* occasions, when God 
ui a special manner hath vouchsafed to 
protect his people, or to rescue tliem from 
imminent miscdiicfs, by violent assault or 
oy fraudulent contrivance levelled against 
them. 1 should apply these*particular8 to 

JPWI. saiv 6$ »ctt 4; 3t\. ft; cv 3»2i cvi. 47. ' 

* PmU. cxxvL vxw L ac.{ cxjcxvili. L ac. 
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tho present ease solemnized by us : but f 
shall rather recommend the apulicaUon to 
yoitt sagacity, than farther inmnge your 
patience, by spending thereon so nuiny 
words as it wuidd exact. You do wdl 
know ^ story, w'hich by so «umy years 
repetition hatn been impressed on your 
nunds : and by refiecting thereon — 

You will easily discern, how God, in 
the seasonable discovery of this execrable 
(dot (the masterpiece of wicked machina- 
tions ever conceived in human brain, or 
devised on this side hell, since the founda. 
iton of things), in the happy deliverance 
of our Nation and Church from the despo» 
rate mischiefs intended toward them, in 
the remarkable proiecUon of right and 
tnith, did simalize his providence. 

You will be aflfected with hearty reve- 
rence toward the gracious author of our 
salvation, and with humble dread toward 
the just awarder of vengeance upon those 
miscreant wretches, who digged this pit 
and feU into it thetnsehes^ 

You will bo ready with pious acknow- 
ledgment and admiration of God's mercy, 
his justice, his wisdom, to declare and 
magnify this notable work done by him 
among us. 

You must needs feci devout resentments 
of joy for tlie glory arising to God, and 
the benefits accruing to us, in the pre- 
servation of (ifod's anoint^, our jnst 
Sovereign, with his royal posterity : in the 
fleeing our country from dvil broils, dis- 
ordeib, and confusions ; from the jolms of 
usurpation and slavery ; from ^ievoos e.x- 
tortions and rapines; from bloodyper.se- 
cutions and ti‘i^, with the like spawn of 
disastrous and tragical conM.*qaciu'es, by 
this design threatened upon it ; in uphuld- 
ii^ our Chiu*ch (which was so happily 
smtled, and had so long gloriously fiou* 
rished) from utter ruin : in securing our 
profession of God’s holy truth, the truly 
cathidic faith of Christ (refined from those 
drossy alloys, wherewith the rudeness and 
sloth of blind times, tbe fraud of ambition 
and covetous designers, the pravity of sen- 
sual and profane men, had embased and 
corrupted it), together with a pure worship 
ofGoc L,an edifying admiiiistration of God^ 
wordand sacraments, a comely , wholesome^ 
and moderate discipline, ctmformable to 
divine prescription and punitive example; 
in rescuing us from having impious errors, 
scandalous paclices, andsuptrstitiousritea, 
with merciless violence obtruded upon us: 
in continuing therefore to us the most dc- 
<%irable comforts and conveniences of our 
Uvea. 
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You farther ocmsidMi^ tius «^al ies* 
timcmy of dhiue gooduess^ uiU thereby be 
movea to hope eud oouftde iu God ^ 
gracious presemtiou ftM the like perni- 
cious attempts against the safety of our 
IVInceandinrelfareof our ebuntry, against 
our poace, our kurs, our religion ; espe- 
cdall;f from ftomibh zeal and bigotx^ (tiiat 
xnint of urofoJi factions and oombubtions^ of 
treaaonablc couspiracies, of barbarous tnas- 
uacres, of horrid assaainationB, of mtesline 
rebolUons, of foreippt invasions, of savage 
tortures and butcheries, of holy leagues and 
pious frauds^ through Christendom, and 
particularly among us), which as H with- 
out reason domnelh, so it would by any 
moans destroy, all that will not crouch 
thoreto. 

You wdll, in fine, with jtyous festivity, 
glory and triumph in this illubtrious de- 
monstration of God’s favour toward us; so 
Ob heartily to join in thru>e due acclama- 
tions of blessing and praise. 

lilesied be ilte Lord^ who hath Mit given vs 
as a prtnf to their teeth. Our soul is eseajwd 
at a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: 
tlU* snare is broken^ and we are eseaped. 

AUelmih; Salvation^ and glory ^ mid 
pmvfT^ undo the Lard mr Cod; for true 
and righteous are Ms jvdgnunts. 

Great and marvellous are thy neorM^ O 
hotd God Almighty; just and true are thy 
unrys^ O thou King of saints. 

ItleASed he the Lord God of Israel^ who 
only doth wondrous things* And blessed he 
his glorious acme for ever : and let the whole 
earth be filed uith his glory. Amen, and 
Amen,* “ 

SERMON XIT. 

A C0N6ECUAT10N fiJbUSlON.^ 

PsAL. cxxxiL 16. — Twill also chthe her 
priesh with salvation. 

The context runs thus: The Lord hath 
sworn in truth unio David; he uill not turn 
from it ; Of the fruit pf fhu body vnll I set 
uyon thy throne* Jf toy children xnll Iteep 
my covenbnt and ary testimony that I shaU 
Uach them, their children shall also sit up» 
on thy ikrtme for evermrre. For the Lord 
hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for 
hrs habitation. 7'his is wy rest for ever: 
here u til 1 dwell; for I have desired it. I 
will abundantly bless her provision: TtdU 
stdisfy her poor with bread* I will also 

« LOTHK HLK PB1E8T6 WITH SALVATION : 

n 

• Ucnr\ the Hweiith'b Chftp^ July 4i 1863. at the 
}ii«9bfip ot Alnii t, const orution. 

* l^al exMv 311;) Bov. 3ax ]»Si Jrv.S; 
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and her sahUs shalt aloud far joy. 
There mU I make the hem of hwM to 
bud, &c. 

If all, not only inaugurations of persons, 
but dedications even of inanimate things to 
some extraorduiaiiy use, hath been usually 
attended with special significations of joy 
and festival Holeinnity ; with great reasoir 
the consecration of a {^rson to so high and 
sacred a function, as that of a Christian 
Bishop (that is, of a prince, or principal 
pastor in God’s Church), requires most 
jteculiar testimonies of our grataktion and 
content : the face of things ought then to be 
serene and choer^ ; the thoughts of men 
betiim and favourable; the words com- 
fortable and auspeious, that are uttered 
upon buch occasion. And that ours at pre- 
sent should be such, the subject as well as 
the season of our diseourbo doth require. 
Words few, but pregnant, and aJflTording 
ample matter for om best affections to 
work upon; and which more porticidarly 
will engage us, both to a hearty thiuikful- 
nefas for past benefits, and to a confident 
expectation of fntm*e blessings ; wbUe they 
acquaint us with the ancient exhibition 
of a gracious promise, remind ns of the 
faithful performance thereof hitherto, mid 
assui'c us of its oei*tain flccomplishinent for 
the future. The occasion whereof w.is 
this: — 

^ King David, mosed l>y a devout inedina- 
tiun to promote God’s honour, and benefit 
the Chiireh, had vowed to hinld a niagui- 
ficent temple, imploring God's propitious 
eoncurronc’e with, and appmhatioii of, his 
design. Whereupon Almighty God not 
only declarcb his aeeeptanec of tliat pious 
resolution, but rewards it with abountifui 
promise, consisting of two parts ; one eon- 
ditioual, relating to David’s children and 
posterity, that they in an uninterrupted 
succession should for ever eiyoy the rojid 
dignity, iu ease they did constantly jn*r- 
sist iu observing his covenant, and the tes- 
timonies that he should teach th(*m ; the 
other mure absolute, that however, w hat 
he chiefly intended concerning God’s esta- 
lilished worship and the perpetual welfare 
of the Church, God would have an espe- 
cial care that it should fully and certainly 
be aecompUshod : tliat he would for ever 
fix his residence in Sion : that he would 
nroteoi and prosper it, and ail that did be- 
long thereto; especially those that did 
most need lus favour and assistance, the 
poor, the prie*sts, and the saints (or gentle 
ones) This is briefly the impor- 

lance of the c^neral promise wherein is 
comj^V^endeutbal particulai* one whereon 
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we are to tareai j aiid m wbi<di w« mpy 
«ervc-^ 

L The Pronuser, 

2, The pereone who are espeoiall; con- 
cerned in flic prondac) Aar jFW^a. 

3. The thing prQQtised, chtking with 
salmtwn. 

I. 1 aav^ the PrwnSaer, i; thai is, the 
Lord $ the most true, the most constant, 
the most powerftil God; moat true ana 
ediicere in the dodaralaDn of his purpose, 
must constant and unmntablo in the prose- 
cution, most powerful and uncont^ilabW 
in the perfect exeoution thereof: whoso 
words are rights and alt whose works are 
tltnie in truth i who will not break Us eoee- 
mni, nm alter the thing that U gone out of 
his lips: whose coftnsel shall sUmdy oM 
who will do all his pleasttre^*^ These glo- 
lious attributes and perfections of his, so 
often eedebrated in Holy Writ, do ground 
our reliance upon all God's promises, and 
do oi)ligi* us, notwithstanding the greatest 
imppobahilities or clifficu]ti<»s objected, to 
believe the inftdlibie performance of this. 

J 1. The persons whom the promise main- 
ly regal ds, her Priests. Pnests^ that i«<, per- 
sons peculiarly desoted to, and employed 
in ssaered matters ; distinguished expressly 
ft’om the poor (tliat is, other inef*k and 
humble persons;) and from tlie saints (tliat 
is cdl olher good and relignuus men.) And, 
hei* Piicsts; that is, the Priests of Sion: 
of that Sion which the Lord hath chosOu ; 
which he hath desired for his poiinaneut 
habitatum, whith he hath resohed to rest 
and reside in for ever.^ Whence it plainly 
t nough follows, that tlio Ihriests and Pas- 
tel of the Cluistian Chm*ch are hereby, 
if not solely, ^et principally, designed; — 
whieli iiilerpTetatiou, because it is in a 
manner tiio foundation of our subsequent 
discourse, and by aomc it may perliaps not 
1 m» readily admitted, l«tha)l cudeavour far- 
ther to confirm by those few arguments. 

1. Because the (‘O'veiiant here inimtioued 
is nut, as to tlie main parts thereof, of a 
conditional or tc^mporary nature, but abso- 
lute and perpetual; and must thircforo be 
understood to respect the Christian Church 
(that of the lews being long since rejected, 
their temple demolished, their Sion utterly 
forsaken.)® For although one particular 
contained therein, concerning the conti- 
nual succession of David's posterity in the 
1 egal autiiority over Israel, hath a condition 
explicitlv annexed (and, ijonsequently, the 
c'fihots depending upon the performance 
of that condition were contingent and mu- 

^ ^ ‘ Ml. xxxUl. 4; Ivjuds. 31, lia lo 
*» Contra, S ChruA. vu, 21. • fvk 2 Cbrun. vu le 


table ;) yet all tihe mt of tltia covenant (ot 
promise) is conceived in terms peromptary 
and expresesly importing perpetuity, 
ia my w* ^ war , ly ^ ; that is , as the 
G^k trantiators render it, tig gtivm friu 
Mng (m seculum seculi)^ that is, to the etui 
of this world; as tU aimttg mivv»v denotes 

the end exf all worlds, or the most perfect 
sompitomity. And that it doth really in 
this case denote a proper and unlimited 
perpetuity, is also evident by those expli- 
cations thereof in the eighty-ninth Fsalm, 
where the very same covenant is, as to 
some parts thereof, more largely recorded: 
Once haoe I sworn by my holane^s^ that d trill 
not He unto David: his seed shall endure 
fir ever, and his throne as the sun befire me : 
it thadl he established for ever as the mooa^ 
and as a faithftd witness in heaven.^ No 
words can express more ftdly a perpetual 
duration, or at least one co-exteuded with 
the duration of the world, than those do. 
And the Prophet Jeremy, referring also to 
tins very covenant, and particularly to this 
very clause thereof, tiius expresses the 
matter : Thus saith the Lord^ If you can 
break my covenant of the day^ am my cove- 
nant of the nighty and that there should not 
be day and night in their season ; then may 
also my comnmt he broken utth David my 
servant^ that ke should not haoe a sou io 
reign upon his throne; and with the LevtUs 
the ptiesU^ my ministers* But farther, 

2. The compilation of this individual pro- 
is both by the Prophets foretold, and 
expressed b) the Evangelists, to appertain 
to the timob of the Gospel. Ye heard even 
now the words of Jeremy, which are by 
him a]>plicd to those times, when God 
would cause the Draneh of righteousness 
(that is, Jesus of Nazareth, our blessed Sa- 
viour) to grow up unto Daoid^ who should 
execute judgment and rtgldeousness in the 
land. In those days (smth he iarther) shall 
Judah he saved ^ and Jerusalem shall dwell 
safely: and ths is the name wheranlh ^he 
shall he caUed(oT rather, which he shall be 
called^ as not only the vulgar Lcttin and the 
Greek interpreters, hut the Chaldee also 
read it), THE LOUD OUR RIGHT- 
EOUSNEl^SV Likewise in the fifty-fifth 
of Isaiah, God thus invites the Gentiles : 
TncHne your ear^ and come unto me ; hear^ 
and your soul shttll lire ; and 2 wiU make an 
everlasting covenant iHth you^ even the sure 
mercies of David that is, IwiU ratify that 
everlasting covenant, which in your behalf 
1 once made with David, and will confer 

4 Psa] IxxxU 3a 36, 37 * Set. Kvxlii 20. 2i , 

VtSa 2 Cfarott. vU. 10. f Jer. xjuOii. i3, 10, Iss. 
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on yon those thironrs whirii X BiithMIy 
promised him; roMkit^ to this veiy pro 
inise elso. For Mb in Selonum's prayer 
(2 Cbron. viO, whioh in aU proWrfufy 
indited about the satne time, and v^n 
the saipoe ooeasion with this Psidm, ana k 
the ein^hty^idnth Psalm, the benefits of the 
eame covenant are called tkt mareiss vf 
JDaojct O Lord €hd^ tum not otos^ tAe 
/hoe of ihi»$ anointed, romomber tAe mer- 
<i0»o/lktifid thy soreant,*^ saith JkkHnon: 
and, msrcy, aaitb God, teiU Ih^wifh 
Aun ^ oeomors, and nqf tovenmi ikaU 
tiasa /hst witA Am.* and. My JUUhfufyim 
mlmymmynhaUkemthHmt that is, my 
faitmX (or sure) wwity;* ••A as 

the LXX* and St. Paul with them in the 
Act»,i render this place of Isaiah. And in 
the song of Zach^ ne have passage 
of this nrowise cit^, and applied to the 
times ox die Ga^elt Blessed he the Lord 
Crod of Israel^ who hath msvted and re^ 
deemed Ms people; and hath raised up a 
Itom ofsedmtion tn the house of Mf servant 
JUaeia; as he spake by the mouth of hxs 
holy prophets:^ viz. by the mouth of his 
propuetu al Psalmist here, where it is said. 
There will I make the horn of Damd to 
hud; and in the parallel Psalm Ixzxix., In 
my name shall Ms horn be exalted,"^ To 
i»nut those many places where our Sa- 
viour, in corres|>ondenoe to this promise, 
i*» affirmed to possess the throne of his 
father Damd^ and to rule over the house of 
Jacob fir Moreover, 

8. That by the Sion here mentioned is 
not chiefly meant that material mountain 
in Judea, but rather that mystical Rook of 
X>ii4ne grace and evangelic^ truth, upon 
which the Christian Church, the only ever* 
lasting temple of God, is immoveably seat- 
ed, is very probable (or ratber, manifestly 
certain^ by uie Prophets* constant acoeption 
thereof in thia sense, when they assign the 
character#!^ perpetual durabitity thereto. 
As in Isaiah lx., where he thus propbesies 
of the Christiaii Church : 7*Ae sons also of 
them that q0vded lAee shall come bending 
wido thee^ and aU they that despised th^ 
shall bow themeskes down at the soles of thy 
feet; and they shaB call thee^ The CStyw 
the Lord, the Sion of the Maty One of 
raeL Whereas thorn hast hem forsaken and 
hated ^ so that no man went through thee; 
JwtU tnahe tire an eternal ixeeUem^ a joy 
if many generations. Thou skalt sSso sum 
ths of dm GentHes^ and shaU such the 
breasts of kings Aic. And tfao Prophet 
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MSbiiili, imeakixigaf tdst dags (that is, 

^thehmm^tMJ^dlmUbe e^deSdished 
mihetmf^tie memdabis)^ saith thus; 
AndIwlumaheherthatMbsd a remnants 
md her dkat was east far asimgna- 
Horn: end the Loti sheU rrm over them in 
mount Sum from hene^firtn even fir eeerJ 
And the ftrophet Jod, sucaWngof the same 
times (when God wmm pour out his Spkii 
lym dM fish)^ hath these words: So shall 
ye Asiote, that I am the Lord your Ood^ 
dmeUing in Sion my hdy nmatakni then 
shall Mrumlm be hoh^ and there shall no 
^nmgm pass through hm emy AU 

Whio^laoes, no man can reasonably doubt, 
and all ClrHirtiansdofirndyc^ to re* 
i^ct the Christian Church. To which we 
may add that passage of the author to the 
Hebrews (ohi^. xii. ver. S2:) ISmt ye sore 
come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the Iking God^ the heavenly Jerusalem; 
that is, to the Christian Church. 

4. The manner of this covenant's de- 
livery, and confirmation by the Divine oath, 
argues the inoonditionate, irreversible, and 
perpetual constitution tliereof; for to C^d's 
most absolute and immutable decrees this 
most au^t and solemn confirmation doth 
wculiarly agree. So the Apostle to ^e 
Hebrews seems to intimate : Wherein (saith 
he) God, willing more abundantly to denom^ 
strate the immutabilify of his counsel Qet* 

ri A/uincSirw rtif ficvMii), interposed an 
oath^ 

We may therefore, I suppose, upon those 
grounds solidly and safely conclude, that 
mis promise doth principally belong, and 
shall therefore infaihbly bo made good, to 
the Chribtian priesthood; to those who, in 
the Christian Church, by offering spiritual 
Kaorifioes of praise and thanksgivmg, by 
directing and instructing the people in the 
knoHle<Me of theaevangelical law, by im- 
ploring &r and pronouncing upon them the 
divine bcnedicuons, do bear analogy with 
£uid supply the room of, the Jewish priest- 
hood. 

From which discourse we may, by the 
way, deduce this ooroUary : That the title 
of priest, although it did (as most certainly 
it doth not) popurly and primarUy signify a 
Jewish sa^ifie^ (or slaughterer of beasts), 
doth y^ nowise deserve that reproach, 
which is by some, inconbiderately (not to 
say profanely) upon that mistaken g^iind, 
commonly cast upon it ; kince the Holy 
Scripture itself, wc see, doth here, even 
in that sense (most ubnoxiouslo exceptiem) 

« Mien. 1,7 I* li. as • m. 16, 
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fUKTibeittothoC%isUanpfUst<n*»^ Avi^lso 
likewise doib fte Progplbet WIaJi: And X 
ttdUiiho tak$ ^ them Jjr pirkm mipr 
hmtee^ &dik the 

context |M|t Sdehiree) nt the 
which shooH le otmrerm $ni i^gregated 
to 6od*s Chtath. And the PxS^el Je- 
reneuch: Neither tkaS the primm ike Ze* 
vUes want a man b^e me h buent- 

offermgs^ md to db eaer^ eeatkmX^,* 
Which proj^ecy also evide^y conoema 
the mae time anti state <ji ihihge, of which 
the Prophet Halachi thus foretela: i^or, 
from the rising oftheem to thegmngdom 
of the same^ nme $hdU be great ammg 
the OentUee; and in eoery phee tneenee 

fering.^ ^ were d^rable/theredGm^^tlii^ 
men would bett^ coxuiider , before they en« 
tertoinwuch groundless oifmces, or pass so 
nncharitablo oensuree upon either words, 
or persons, or things. But I proceed to 
the 

III. Particular, which is the matter of the 
promise, clothing tiiyUh ealvatioti. Where 
we ma^ obberte— 

First, That the usual metaphor of being 
clothed^ doth in the sacred oialeet denote 
u complete endowment with, a plentiful 
enjoyment of, or an entire appUeatiem to, 
that thing, or quality, with wluch a persou 
is said to be ciothea. So is Uod himself 
said to be clothed wUh mqfeetu and etrmgih^ 
And David prays, that they might be 
clothed with shame end dishonour^ tked did 
magnify thmselm qgma&t him^^ And in 


Ezekiel, the princes of the m2ss, being 
amazed by the ruin of Tyre, are said to 
clothe thmselm toUk tremblings And that 
hitfcer adversary of David (in Psalm ciz. 
IB) did clothe hmself mth curdng, as with 
a garments And Job avouched of liimself, 
I on rigktao^isness^ and it clothed nk 9 
myjHdgmantwasarobeandadiadems And 
St. Peter advises us to pvt on, or to be 
clothed with, hamUtys Finally, Isaiah in- 
troduces our Saviour speaking thus : IwiU 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shaXL he 
joyful in my Ood: for he hath elfdhed me 
tmh the garments of sahatum, he hath 
oooered me with the robe of righteonsness s 
as a bridegroom decketh himsm with ama- 
menis ; and as a hiide adomethherse^udih 
herjewelSs'' So that (as by these instances 
we may discern), to 5e cmhed with stdvos- 
tion^ is to be perfectly endowed therewith ; 
to be invested with it as with a garment, 
which wholly encloseth and oov^eth the 

LwL SI, • Jer. xxaon. 1$. * tfal. 1. 11. 
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body, so that no part i$ left tmgitardad and 
unadorned thereby. 

Secondly, But now whal is that 
tib» with which the priests of Sion shall be 
time clothed ? I answer : Sakotion, when 
it IS put absolutely, mid not conjoined with 
anyp^oular object (or term from which), 
doth in the Hebrew language properly mg- 
tdfy a deliverance trom, or remoi&on ml 
sorts of inconvemence; and, ccmsequently, 
an affluence of all good things : and, m 
effect, the same wldoh other la^piages call 
feii^ and prosperity, or design by terms 
a^mSlant to Hebrews having 

bcrdly any other word so property cor- 
rei^ndent to those, as this word salvo- 
(ian^ Whence that title of Saeumr, and 
the Ood ^ salvation^ so often attributed 
to Almigb^ty God, imports as much as, the 
IHspenser of all good gifts; the great 
Benefhetor, Assster, and iVotector of 
men ; and to stree, is promiscuously used 
for, to relieve the needy, to comfort the 
sorrowful ; to restore the sick to his health, 
the prisoner to his liberty, the captive t<« 
)u3 country; to defend the wei& from 
ii^ury, and the humble from contempt t 
to deliver the distressed from immhient 
danger, the innocent from unjust condem- 
natitm, the slandered from u^eserved re- 
proach : in a word, all the effects of God’s 
goodness and power, the whole work of 
me Divine pr<»vidc»ic6 and beuehcence, are 
hereby expressed. 

We will recite ono or two of tliose many 
places which confirm tills notion. Psalm 
txxxv. 9: Surely bis aalmtson is nigh them 
that feter him^ that glory may dwell in our 
land. His salvation is nigh; that is, his 
loving care attends upon them, to assist 
and preserve them ; which in Psalm oxlv. 
ver. 19, is thus otherwise expressed: Jffe 
will fulfil the desire of them that fear him ; 
he will hear their cry, and toiU save them. 
And i^n, Psalm exUx. 4 : The Lord ta* 
heth jfSeasire in hispeopk; he wiU beau- 
tify the meh with saivaiioit : that is. he 
Wilt, by his gwd providence, dhpose tnem 
into a convenient and decent condition of 
life. And agaiic, Psalm exliv. lU: It is he 
that giveth mhmtion unto kings ; that Is, 
by whose gracious disposal they prosper, 
and are preserved in dignity, plenty, and 
safety. 

1 will not, by citatioii of places, labour 
to confirm so obvious a imtiiou: ft may 
suffice for that purpose, that the aunreme 
susooxnplisbment or all happiness, the etk 
joymeut of pt^rfwt bliss in heaven, is, in 
agreemeut with this Jewish acceptation of 

^ Deuv. wspe riSUmi. 
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the word, mo^t roromonly styled mhatum. 
But 1 must add, that miei^eas salvatioxi 
may relate either to the outward estate of 
a man^B body, life, and fortunes, or to the 
internal dispositions of the mii^ ; to our 
present condition in this world, or to Our 
future and eternal estate : it doth seem here 
(1 say not, to exclude the latter altogether, 
yet) more directly and principally to respect 
tlie former, viz, that extern^ and ttonporal 
welfkre, which is conspicuous and visible 
in this world. My reason is, because the 
other parts of this prophetical promise do, 
in their most natural acception, signify that 
outward prosperity wherewith God would 
vouchsafe to bless lus Church : that abun- 
dant hen^dietJott of hr store^ that satisfy^ 
ii^ her poor trith breads that joyful exmta^ 
tioH of her bulnU^ that chthtiig her enemieh 
with nhame^ being expressions i)roperly de- 
noting astute of external good weal and 
ct»mfort ; and, in eonsonance to them, re- 
<juire tliat we thus likewise understand tJjis 
pliraso ; the priests beincr aNo questionless 
designed to parbdte in this glorious felicity 
of the Chm'ch. Which is also eontirraed 
by other prophecies of the same tenor and 
intention: as jiarticularly that in Jer. xxxi. 
ooncorning the recollection of 1‘^ratl, and 
redemption of the si»irilual Sion, it is said, 
1 wUl satiate the smd of the priests with 
fatness^ and my jwople shall be satisfied 
with my goodness^ Kie.^ 

Now, although we may adventure safely 
to interpret the deelai'ations of the Divine 
favour according to the most coiuprt hen- 
si ve sense of which the words are capable, 
where tlu^ are conceived (it being the 
manner of thi iinintnsely good God to 
exc<^, lather than to be detieient in, the 
pe 9 |i>rnmnce of his word ; ami to surj)ass 
t}j|b<cxptietations he hath raised in us, tlian 
anywise to disappoint them :) } et, how ever, 
the least we can imagine here promised to 
the priests of JSiou^ will comprehend these 
throe things:— 

1 . A free and safe condition of life : that 
they 1 e not exposed to conlinual dangers 
of ruin ; of miserable suffcranco, or remedi- 
less injury; that the benefits of })eace, and 
law, and public ]>ratection, shall )>aHicit- 
lurJy appertain to them ; so that their ad- 
versaJi'ies (if any they happen to have) shall 
not be uiciU'd, by hope of reward or im- 
punity, to hurt their peu#>ns, 4 «'ifle their 
goodtrt, disturb their quiet ; but that they 
sliali enjoy good degrees of security, liberty , 
and tranquillity in this world. 

2. A provision of eompeteut subsisienoe 
ibr them ; that their condition of lift* bo 

* Jrr. xxsi, U 


not wholly necessitous, or very penurious, 
dcfttitute of convenient aocommodations, 
or depending fedtogethor for them upon the 
arbitrary bmievolences of men, w^nicb is, 
at best, but a more nlausible kind of beg- 

S 5 but that shall be furnished with 
reasonable supplies, as are requisite 
to encourage them m tlic cheerful 
formanoe <n their duty, 

3. A suitable degree of respect, and so 
high a station among men, as may eoin- 
mend them to general esteem, and vindi- 
cate them from contempt: that they be 
not reputed among the dregs and refuse 
of the people ; that their persons he not 
base and despicable, tht'ir names made the 
objects of vulgar oblocjuy, tlicir functions 
become prostitute to profane irrision ; but 
that some considerable authority, some 
more than ordinary regard and veneration 
accrue unto them from the high relations 
wliicli they bear, and from the sacred bu- 
siness which they miiDag<‘. 

All this at least (according to the most 
moderate interpretation of the phra^ie) tliat 
alnmdajii salvation doth imply, when* with 
God hath jirumised to invest the prices of 
Sion, 

We may therefore presume, or rather 
not pre-omo, but confidently rely ujion, 
and comfort ourAclves in the cxjiei'tafirni 
of God’s faithful continuance to fulfil this 
promise. We may assure ourselves, that 
neither the secret envy of them who re- 
pine at those encouragements whi<*h (»od*s 
providence hatli conferred on jiriests, nor 
the open malice of those that furiously 
oppugn their welfare, shall ever prevail to 
overwhelm them with extreme misery, 
penury, or disgrace; since no endeavour 
of earth or hell can vver bo able to reverse 
this everlasting decree of Heaven, or to 
defeat that in’esistible power which is (*n- 
gaged to its executinn. No inf* iior force 
can strip them naked of that salvation, 
wherewith the Supreme Truth liath pro- 
mised to clothe them. 

Which confidence of ours may he im- 
proved, by considering the reasons tliat 
nught induce Almighty God to resolve, 
and promise thua favourably in behalf of 
his priesta. (For though we cannot pene- 
trate the incomprehensible depths of the 
Divine counsel, nor should ever percni])- 
torily conolude ooncerning the deteruiinate 
reasons of bis action*! : yet, when the wis- 
dom of his proceedings doth clearly approv e 
itself to our understandings, we ought rea- 
diJy to acknowledge it, and humbly to 
praise him for it.) Now the reasons why 
Divine Providence should imdcrtako to 
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preserve tbe pneethood in safety, to pro* 
cure for tiiom liberal maintenanca, and to 
raifce tlxem above a etatte of scorn and in- 
famy, may be especially these tiuree:"*- 

I . It cotioerns God*s honour* 

t>. The good of the Church requires so* 

3. Equity and the reason of the case ex* 
acts it. 

In prosecuting which heads of discourse, 
1 shall not Miom to you, 1 hope, to trans- 
gress the rules nf modesty or decency. 
There be certain seasons, wnerein confess- 
edly it ih not only excusable, but (expedient 
also, to commend one's self ; as when a 
man is falsely accused, or m^ustly afflicted. 
And with {Renter reason sometime men 
are allowed to praise the country where 
th <7 were born and bred, the family to 
which they are allied, the society to which 
they arc the more especially related. And 
if at this time J a£>smne the like hberty, the 
o<*casioii, 1 hope, will apologise for me. It 
becomes not me to be an advisor, much 
less a reprover, in this audience : may 1 
therefore, with }our favourable permission 
presume to l>c n commender, or, if you 
pleasi*, a plcadiT for the welfare of this 
sacred Order, altliough nijsclf an unwor- 
thy and inconsiderable member thereof. I 
say, therefore — 

I, f jod’s honour is concerned in the safe, 
<omfortable, and lumourable estate of his 
priests; and that upon account of those ma- 
nifold reUtmns, whereby they stand allied, 
apjuopriated, and ilcvoted to himself. 

The} arc in a peculiar manner his ser- 
vants. TIte servant of tlie Lord (saith St. 
Paul) mmt not htnve^ bvt be gentle unto all 
PK/i^ apt to teach,^ The hervant of the 
Lotd, wlio's that ? Are nut all men God's 
servants ? is not he liord of ail ? Yes ; 
but a Christian priest, such as Timothy 
was, Is by way of exceJJency so st}ded. All 
men owe subjection, obofhence, and ho- 
mage to God: but the priests are (his 
LTr^tTM, Ins his ministers, his 

ofliccTs, his immediatu attendants, his do- 
mestics, as it were, and menial aervajits ;• 
that approach his person, that tread the 
courts of his house, that wear his proper 
badges, that are eii^loyed in Ins particu- 
lar business. And is it then for God’s 
honour, to suffer them to be abused, to 
want convenient sustenance, to live in a 
iiican and disgrac^ul condition ? W ould it 
not redound to the discj*edit of an earthly 
pi ince, to permit, that the attendants on 
his person, the officers of his court, the 
i'xecutors of his edicts, should have the 
least injury offta'l^d them, should fare 
« Jn«l II. 17 , 2 Tin h. 24. ■ \ Cor. Iv. 1 . Uom. xv. 16* 
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^ seantly or coarsely, should appear in a 
sordid garb ? Are tliey not therefore liy 
especial privileges guarded ffiom such In- 
conveniences? And shall the great l^ng 
and Lord of all the world be deemed less 
provident for, less indulgent ^t to aay 
less just) unto his servants ? ^rvants, I 
say, and those not of the lowest rank, nor 
appointed to the vilest drudgeries; but 
such as arc employed in the most honoui*- 
able charges, and are entrusted with 
most especial concernments. 

They are his stewards. A hishop (saith 
St. Paul) muftt he blameleBS^ as the steward 
of Qod,*‘ If the Church be •I’wf 6iow, 
God's Aottse, or family as it is called; 
and the priests the the stewards 

of that liouse, the comptrollers of that 
family ; it is surely no mean station they 
obtain therein. The distribution of his 
bread (the bread of life, hi.s holy word), 
and thc^pensation of his most precious 
goods (tHW holy mysteries), are committed 
to their care and prudence. ^ Who then 
(saith our Saviour) is that faithful and wise 
steward^ whom his Lord shall make nder 
over kh household^ to give them their por» 
tion of meat in due season Who hut 
tlie priests, who are therefore styled both 
hyavfAwt^ (presidents ^ 

guides^ rulers)^ and (feeders or 

pastors) of the Church ? 

Yea, they are dKotofioi also, the builders 
of that house, founding it by initial conver* 
slon, rearing it by continued instruction, 
covering ami finishing it by sacramental 
obsignation of divine {^ace. As a urise or. 
chtevt (saith St. Paul ) Ihax^e laid the found* 
atum^ and (mother builds upon 

They are ewt^yot 6i«w, co-operators with 
God;^ that manage his business, and drive 
on his designs : the solicitors of his affairs ; 
the ma*ster8 of his requests : his heralds,* 
that publish his decrees, denounce his judg- 
ments, proclaim his pardons and aits of 
grace unto his subjects; that blazon his 
titles, and defend his rightful authority in 
the world : yea, his ministers of state ; the 
ministers (1 say, absit inmdia) of his most 
glorious spiritual kingdom (which is pecu- 
liarly denominated the kingdom of God ;) 
the orderly admimstraiion of which, its 
advanoomont, its preservation, and its en- 
largement, are especially comnwaded to 
their diligence and fidelity. 

They are, lastly, Goa’s ambassadors, > 

• lilTi. 7. ^ 1 Tim. 111. tt. ^ *\iv 
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dA$g9^ byUmto t«M0f|»69G^i^ 
Ih^i X Mr^KvrmpoM«no6 bet'll ne$mi 
wtid Mift. JVih0 tim (wkith k. Paul) ^ 
mvarnhiimtbrt/bi^ ojf timgh Chd 
(Siihme0hif<mi^wtipeprm^in 

msw^ td (3M. Ai th9$§h 

sugtt Go4'« isoncerm&eatSy jnid ifl a nui£^ 
narrottrx^ AtlaM, l^the 

Afiwftm Wisv^i mctfe propwrly God’s tisith 
b«Madori^tbopv^^ 

Ua ageniU. «ftd midebts here mm^g 
laen^ to patmo the same nego* 

ouMiona oommeao^ hy thmn. Now you 
Imow^ by the lasr of oatioiuf, Uud omninou 
ooftsmt of aU mn^ aU manuer of seoorlfy , 
good imtetiuixiiuent^ aatid civil respect, bath 
been ev^ acknowledged due to ambassa- 
dors, and pubEo miners: their employ- 
meiit bath been esteemed honourable, their 
persons held sacred and inviolable ; and 
whataoerver discourtesy hath been showed 
unto, or outrage committed upon them, I 
hath been int^reted done to him from | 
whom they derive their commission, whoso i 
person they rrorcsent. And so truly the | 
iMul usage of God's priests, if not directly ; 
and immediately, does yet really and truly, 
according to ntoral estimation, terminate 
on God himself, and reflect on Ills honour, 
and pr^u<Bc8 his religion; a due regard 
to whidh cannot be maintained without pro- 
portionable respect to the ministers there- 
of.^ The basest of the people may serve to 
be priests to Jeroboam’s calves, but not be- 
come the mimstry of the God of Israel. 

Do we not see the reverencj of civil 
govennnent upheld more by the specdous 
mroumstanoes, than by the real necessity 
thereof; by the magnmeent reidnue, and 
i^lendid ornaments m pritiocly dignity, than 
Iw the ennnent benents of peace am jus- 
we sprmginff thence ? Shau not (not only 
the greatest mward worth, but) the highest 
if baaoty attirod, badly altered, 
olendcrly accommodated, pass unregarded, 
yea diaragardod by ua?-^men bernggene- 
rally either unable to diacern, or unWuKng 
to aoknowledge, exCidleaiQy divested of 
siMc lustre* Religion, th^efore, must be 
weH habited, or it wul be ill rejected: 
the priests imist wear a comely (rf not a 
oosdy) Kv^, or God thssr maater's repu** 
tation will be fmpaiired in popular fra^cy. 

Consider David’s reasoning: Zo, IweU 
imi^Ameof e0dar9^ 

WWW <2^ l4c Zmtf fwmobsatft ir»^ 

and compare) such diacouM therewHfi as 
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Oils J mid Ju%e candidly, wWher they havo 
not«>ineparwy! Lo,i»yattendaiitb are clad 
wEh the finest purple, God's ministerh arc 
covered with ine coarsest sacteloth j my 
people sorfeH with dainties, his servants 
pine awayfrr scarcity; mjr courtiers are 
rei^tfruy saluted, fiispnests goomfully 
derided ; no man dare onend mine, every 
om may trample oti his ofilcerai 
And lest wa should imagine God him- 
self altogether void of such resentments, 
or such eompadaotis impertinent, consi- 
der that dMmfrd expression of his: If ye 
Qjffhr tk^Hsnd ieit mi emf 
^ if fff ik iame mm sitA^ U U not 
eoilf now to thgg&teetm^ ufitl he he 

fikammih tkee^ or thyferaonf saith 
theZordo/hoHs*^ ThesahieieStimoUJesof 
reject that we Show otw govemors, God, 
it seems, expects from us m aE kinds, and 
may reaaonmdy much greater* 

Nor is it a matter of slight considera- 
tion, how plentiful provision, in the policy 
devised and constituted by God himself, 
was made for the priests ; how God as- 
BUines immediate patronage of them, 
and appropriates the matter of their sus- 
tenance unto himself. The priests (saith 
the Law), the LeviteSy and all the tribe of 
Levi skaU house no paH nor inheritance with 
Israeli they shall eat the offerings of the 
Isord ntads by fire^ and ms inheritance. 
Therefore they shall have no inheritance 
among their hrethrm : the Lord is their 
Meritanee.^ So that then, it seems, 
no man ouold withhold any part of the 
priests’ maintenance, without sacrilegious 
encroachment on God’s own right, and 
robbing him of his due (which is the 
greatest security of an estate imaginable.) 
How likewise (next to the prince) the 
highest dignity and authority was then 
conferred on the priests : to them the in- 
terpretation of law, to them the decision 
of doubtful cases, did appertain ; with se- 
vere injunctions to comply with their de- 
tenninatioQs. See how ike business is in- 
cuhnited : there arise a matter too hard 

for thee^ beiwem blood and bloody between 
plea and pka, between stroke and stroke^ 
oeing matters of controeersy vnthin thy 
gat^i then skaU thou arise and get thee 
tm intu ike pkm which the Lord thy God 
shaU ehoose : and t/tou shaU come wtdo the 
priests the LevUes^ and unto the judge that 
sfoS ^e in those days^ and in^re ; and 
they shaU show thee the senteime 
menu And ihm shell do acieordv^ 
ssntemewhkh they of that phoe^ which the 
l4frd shall thorns ttnd 

* MA h i. 1 X’oMt, xvhi. 1| s. 
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thou skaU S$ 0 m to 4o actortlSnf tt^ 
that tkeu Worn CM* Aottordto to w 
oenieuce of iho IM tkof wmt tmih 
thoe.mdamiitii^ioiha 
thoff 9hall iheo^ CM oiwt dot fhm 
;)^hait not decBnoJrtdu tho vMck 

they shall show tnee^ to the righi hem^ not 
to the left. And the mm that wtU do peih 
hwnptuouslg^ and nM mt Aearhen to the 
prkst^ that stanMh to teamed 
the Lord thy Ood^ even thd mm skoU Se^ 
and thou ehdU pfujt maOjf evdjf^ Imwt*^ 
Observe with aow emuient n power Qod 
then thoQ^i fit to enfi<’w bis priests/ 

And though we are not m all oases 
obliged punctiuklly to follow those political 
prescriptiozis ; yet is the reason c£ them 
perpetual, and the escaovle venerable: 
cbpeciolly since the custom of all ^es, 
and the reason of all the world, doth in a 
sort conspire to hack it. 

The first priest we meet with in Scrip- 
ture is Melehizodek / a king also ; and 
such a one, as the patriarch Abrahm (a 
prince also himself, and, what is somewhat 
more, ^nst then a conqueror), in the midst 
of his triumphal heights, was not ashamed 
to acknowledge his superior, to honour 
him with a tribute of his spoils, and to re^ 
eeive a benediction from him. The neiit 
(if I mistake not) is Potipherah, priest of 
On, whoso daughter was not thought by 
the king of Egypt an unequal match for 
Joboph, his chief favourite, and the next 
in dii^ty to himself in that fiourishlng 
kingdom/ (Though such an alfianoe 
would perhaps be &ught derogatoTy to 
the worsliips of onr days.) The third is 
Re^el, or Jetluro, priebt of Midian, the 
fatlierdn-law likewise of the illustrious 
Moscb; a man, as of approved wisdom, so 
doubtless of coosideraole dignity too. And 
tlie next to him <^in order of stoiy) is the 
venerable Aaron, no moaner a man than 
the brother of him who was hang in Jo. 
shwrm.^ Thus all nations, wise igm>- 
rant, civil and barbarous, were by One com^ 
mon instinct (as it were) of natural reason 
prompted, by cpnferriiig extraordinary 
vilcjg^ of honour and convenience on their 
}»rieBtb, to express their reverence of the 
Doily « and their affection to religion^f^ 

1 wUl not ransack the closets of antiquity , 


* U iiriraf Hail hiit|pr««ki SjiffiCr 

TlMMgMiTiw* 

fti4wi!viMw« of ^ tbinga And ]o4|Wi of eonirovorrfea 
oadptauMo^oCbtacet. ^ m jmlima. 
t v*4, rot, TJt r««e^ aSti 

Sygwn ^oowrorur vf* futf tth arfltni 
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n^ with neediest ostentaficn ptnSm (he 
£^Sy|C<ia& HSeroj^aRifis, the Feriden 
«, & Gaulish Druids, the ChKpihi^ 
Mmtt'scf other nations, toiAowwIndpre^ 
ehunences of respect they mdpyed, whet 
powerfiil sway th^ bewe in their respsetive 
countries}^ how liie most wel^iy afBtirSi 
both of peace and war, were commonly di« 
rented by their oracular dictates. It shall 
snfM to edwerve, that tim ga)^ 

(whose devout zeal to rrii^cn Polybius' 
himself, no especial fidendd theirs, could 
not forbear to admire and applaud), 1 say, 
that the most wise and valiant Romans md 
set so high a value upon the priestly order, 
tibat if their prinriMmasM^atesCthep^ 
tors and consuls toemselves) did casually 
meet with one of Vesta's priests, they caused 
imme^ately those dreadful rods, the en- 
signs of their authority, to submit ; and 
they themselves resq>eelMly gave place, as 
if my meant to oonfeyss thm pnests in 
a maimer their betters, t Nor did they 
among them of the most Aoble extraction, 
mid of the highest digmty in the common- 
wealth (even after many glorious exploits 
achieved by them), scornfully disdain, bat 
^d rather ambitiously affect to be admitted 
into the college of priests ; insomuch that, 
after the dissolution of the republic, the 
Emperors thought good to assume the pon- 
tifiw dignity to themselves^ supporing the 
office too honourable, the title too magni- 
ficent, fior a subject. For they wisely, it 
seems, and honestly, a^udged it no de- 
bs^ment of their quality, no diminution to 
thrir pmonsl excellency, to be employed 
in the service of the immortal gods ; whom 
they acknowledged the patrons of their 
country, the protectors of their safety : nor 
that they lees deserved of public, who 
rightly ordered their religious devotions, 
than they who prudently advised in the 
senate, or fought vafiantlv in the field: for 
that tile good success of pi&ic undertakiim 
<tid as much, or more, depend upon the &> 
vourable disposition odDirine Providence, 
as upon the carefol endeavour of human 
mdustry. 

leannot forbear to ell^ that so grave 
and portineult speech of Cicero, wmeh is 
the exordium of his orafom ad Poadifices: 

Cum muUa dtmitusj pouijilm^ a mtff^ 
fitue nostris ineenta otyiis metijtsjda mdg 
tm nthtt jnmekarm^ quamguddianseoidm 
et reUgiomim deanmimmortaB^ 
mw nSfp. wBwrtmi: ut as^id^ 

^(danimm dm rempiAi. 

..J* '«• Otiu 

iw4 n* * F.l3riHB^ libf vv 



tl0 4 COik^S«e»4TIOiV SEBMON. [$SB3Mt xu. 


nSgbm mbnUr 

A tfMesqsiu^ mi yolifio 
bmMkxi li^ilMraglHil^ eouj^Ue to tte 
pvUio good mi tibto the oifil and 
mred atictoadl^ ahqifad he united m the 
toiiae pmoiuii that it ms ae^ell foif the 
lOtoFeet of the state^ as for tito oredit of 
rd^on, thhi the pnm» ahould he mm of 
honour^ or (which is aU one) honourable 
men priests* 

Au which evinces plainly, that it is in 
nowise the result of agen^ous heart (for 
what nation ever produced so many brave 
spirits as ^t ?) but ratiier proceed from 
an inconsiderate deliOacy of humour (or 
from a pro&ne haughtiness of mind), to 
loathe, as now men do, and despise that 
employment, which in its own nature is of 
all nuwt noUe and most faenedcial to man- 
kind* For if to be a courtier in a particular 
country is of all others the most honour- 
able relation; and to wait upon a mortal 
king is accounted a most worthy function; 
to be peculiarly sGrod's servant, and in re- 
li^us addresses immediately to attend on 
him, must oonseqo^tly be the most ex- 
cellent peferment in the world, which is 
Qod*s lungdom.* And if to supply a man's 
bodily needs, to restmre hb liberty, to save 
bis life, be works of generous ben^cence ; 
how much more b it so, by good conduct 
and instruction of men, to a^rn their soub 
with virtue, to free them from the bondage 
of sin, to rescue them from eternal ruin? 

Our magnanimous ancestors, who erected 
as well trophies of their invincible courage 
abroad, as monuments of their incompa- 
r^le psety at home, and equally by both 
did purchase immortal renown to their in- 
grateful posterity (for not to imitate good 
exampi^t greatest ingratitude ;) mey, 

1 say, were otherwise disposed; to whose 
honest devotion we owe those handsome 
privileges, and those competent revenues, 
which toopriestiiood still enjoys ; and which 
are so maligned by this untoward age, not j 
less degenerate in spirit, than corraj[^ in 
mannm's: when oU wisdom, and virtu'', 
and religion, are almost in most places 
grown ridiculous : when the serious use of 
reason is become (in vulgar opinion) the 
most impertinent and inrignilicant thing In 
the world: when innocence is reputed a 
mere defect of wit, and weakness of judg- 
ment: intogrily a fond pertinacity of hu- 
mour; constancy of mind and gravity of 
dcmconoar, a kind of sullen murosity or 

* Itimc plu» SoQ«t 
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uncouth afihetation of singhlarity; and ril 
atriet practice of <%ristian duty incixrs the 
imputation of epme new^dhund of^brious 
name, one or otto. No wonder, then, when 
rriigion itself hath so much decayed in its 
iovu and esteem, if the {ntots, ito protossed 
guar^am, do partake to itofonim^^ Nor 
IS it to beito^ but that, when the pre 
dominant vanities of the age are somewhat 
decoetod,andmeagrow weary of their own 
inconvement follies ; whenever (not a fierce 
seal for somo whimsical model, or some 
paradoxical optoion, but) a sober esteem 
of, and a cordial al^ction to, virtue and 
genuine piety, do begin to revive in the 
breasts of men; the love and reverence of 
the cler^ will return. For it will be aver 
true, what was once said (though dictated 
only fixun the reason and expericiH'e of a 
heathen),* Qm honafide coUl Deos^ anrnt 
H iocerdotesi He that stocerdy worships 
God, will heartily love his priests.” But, 
not to insist longer on this reason 

II. The good of the church requires, 
the priesthood be well protected, well 
provided for, and well regarded. That 
men be converted from iniquity, induced 
to the sincere practice of virtue, is the chief 
good of the Church, that to which the fa- 
vour of God is annexed, and upon which 
the bidvation of souls dotii rely. And this 
good mainly depends, partly upon the due 
execution of the priestly office, partly upon 
the fit disposition of the people to comply 
therewith: and to both those efibets the 
comfortable estate of the priesthood is con- 
ducible and requisite. The priest must be 
csq^able to instruct with advantage, and 
the people disposed to learn with readiness : 
he must lead, and they follow cheerfully in 
the paths of righteousness. Which alacrity, 
how can he bo master (f, whose mind care 
and grief, the uibe]»arable companions of a 
needy estate, do continually distract and 
discompose? whose spirit is dejected with 
constant regret and frequent disappoint- 
ments? Can he be free and expemte in 
the disclurac of his duty who is perplexed 
with the difficulties, and enoumbered with 
the varieties of secular business, such as 
the exigencies of a narrow condition do 
necessarily induce? No i few there be that, 
with Epictetus, can philosophate in slavery; 
or^ like Cleanthes, can draw water all the 
day, and study most of the ntoht. 

The priests are bound (for toe propaga. 
lion of truth and ri^t, and for the reclai^ 
tog of men from error and sin, that is, for 
the most important good of the ChiUtih), 
as the Apiistk^s are often rclatod to have 
■ Statiiuh Dtoie. m v. lib. ayhanaa. 
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done, iraffnw4Si<r9vu^ to ngtook all oat (or 
te use an ttaeonfined iSbei^ of 4peechC ^ 
exhort to the praodlee of virtae, aa out* 
Saviour dad, w(tk Ueefua and 

mthoHtot to deter Rom vine, ee St Paul 
enjolnB Titus, /suri «^#irr« le-weyai* an 
a^oemnaondlM and itndni and 

(as those fidthra brethm did, enoooraged 

by St* Paul's exaxn|de)> x«ac#f 

9-Av dloeer un^nlit^ to vttor the 

vxrird of trntht they are obliged to deal im- 
partially with all; to flatter ito man;* to 
admonisdi, yea, and (with prudenoe, sea- 
sonably) to reprove the greatest of men: 
not to respect the persons of the rich, nor 
to dread the faces of the most terrible 
among men. And how shall this necessary 
courage be engendered, be cherished, he 
preserved, in the breast of him who j^oveU 
upon the ground, and crouches under the 
depressing loads of want and disgrace?* 
What enrines are able to raise the spirits 
of men above the ordinary fountains from 
which they spring, tlicir fortunes? what 
pro]>8 can sustain them at that due pitch, 
destitute of solid strength, werith, and 
respect? With what face shall a pitiM 
underling encounter the sedemn looks of an 
oppressing grandee? with what hope of 
buecess in his forlorn habit, shall he ad- 
\enture to check the vicious extravagances 
of a ruffling gallant? Will he dare to con- 
tradict the opinion, or to disallow tho 
practice, oi that wealthy or this powerful 
neighbour, by whose alms, it may be, he is 
relieved, and supported by his favour? 

But admit it iiossible a man may be both 
extremely indigent andsufflclentlv resolute 
(that is, strong u ithoat fhod, anaRit by di- 
gesting the tlun air :) ^ ith what regard then 
sh^l hts free and faithfhl advice do enter- 
tained ? Shall not his moderate confidence 
be accounted impudence ; his open sincerity 
of s[>eeeh be styled unmannerly presump- 
tion; his minding others of their duty a^ 
judg^ a forgetfi^ess of his own common, 
ot a disorder^ transgres^g the due limits 
thereof? If he be not ashamed of the truth, 
will not the truth be ashamed of hihi? 


Shall he not pr^udice more by the mean 
ness of his garb, than further by the fore 
of his reason, mat good cause which h 
maintains? Will men respect his wordi 
whose person they despise? wdi they b 

* pUiftiBs svut sail 
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trlB^y cottusdSed or pttHdn^y 

piiWy see, so imtch ihdtr i^ricr ? Nof 
the same words whiehr proceed from the 
mouths of men in eminoot dlgid^, are not 
the* same when they are uttered hy those 
of base dcgree*t Weak and inefifectual arc 
the most eloquent harangues of beggarly 
orators; ohseme like th^aelves, and un- 
observed, the moat notable dictates of poor 
meroena^ pedants. The authority ol the 
speaker d^n usually more Incline, toan the 
weight of the matter. It was the obser- 
vation of the wise son of Sirarii: When a 
man sUps^ he hath mam hdperei be 
epeoheih things not to he ^asn, and yet 
men ;fa8^y Mm : the poor man fiusearrtedy 
and they farther rebuSed him; he epahe die- 
creetly^andyei e(nUd kmmnopkbee. When 
a ric£ man speaheth^ etfery man holdeth Me 
tongue; am hie wards they eatol to the 
clouds: hat if the poor mem they 

sou. Who is thisf and ^ he shmbh^ they 
umhehtoonerthrawhim^^X And Solomon 
him&elf notes the same: The pact mads 
wisdom is despised^ and his words are not 
heard,* Not only those that swell with, 
pride and swim m plenty, but eveu the 
meanest of the people, will be apt to con* 
temn his instructions, whom they perceive 
in few or no circumstances of lue to excel 
them. If the preacher's conditiofa be not, 
as well 08 his pulpit, somewhat elevated 
above Ihe lowest station, few will heir him, 
fewer mind his words, very few obey him. 
Job's case deserves well to be considered. 
While he flourished iu wealth and reputa- 
tion, all meu attended to his counsel, and 
admfred his discourse. The princes (saith 
he) refraitwd tatkiug^ and Imd their hand 
an their monih • the nobles held their peace^ 
and their tongue (leaved to the roof of their 
month. When the ear heard me, then d 
blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it 
gone teUness to me. Unto me men gave ear ^ 
and waited, and kept silence at my (omnseL 
After my words they spake not again, and 
my speech dropped upon them.'^ Soof^ioua* 
ly attentive were idl men to Job in his pro- 
sperity. But when the scale was torned, 
and he became depressed in estate, no man 
minded either turn or his diaoonrse, exc^ 
it were to despise and scorn both. Sm 
now (soith he) they that are younger than 
/, h^ me m derisum; whose Jmhers / 
would have disdained to have set wkk the 
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^ SifSrsLTsii 

am ta0^ v^^ac/nL, 

fyftrfipm m, rnii^flmm^ $aim 
h Jm fafau rf my 
If M, 4 wbo 

e^ttBlly imd jniotoiMy, yea, sd hum- 
%, aaieourtem^y, and Vimtifhlly wi 
Us moiyer^ as we inii he did, ms not^ 
wlfhstaiidiitt in Us advcrid^ so mneralfy 
stfighled aim abhorred, vhat shejfthdr lot 
he mho tmvm* m^yed those advantages?’^ 
what regard shall their wholesome mvice 
find? what effieaey their most pathetioalmc- 
imiatkniB obtain? what paadon their faint 
breath raise in mti*s toitnnbed hearts ? 
No more, certainly, than their mean con- 
dition shall procure among men either of 
friendship or esteem. 

We see, therefore, how Ahn^jhty God, 
that he might coociliate credit nnto, and 
infoao a persmudve energy into the words 
of his P^hofcs and ApiMties, was pleased 
to digttii^ them with extraordinm^ gifU 
cif Ihreteuing ihttnre evicts and domg mu 
ractdous works: their doctrine, it seems 
(thowgh of itself most iwamnahle a^ 
riUe), hslng not sufficient to oonvince the 
hearers, without some remarkable eaed- 
lancy in the teachers, challenging the 
]^eiop|e*s awM regard, and exciting their 
attention. Otherwise how pitifully scant 
a dranght those poor ffihers of men had 
eaaght by the common aOnmiuente only 
of nulceent liie and rational ffisccurse, 1 
leave yon to imagine. And where aorh 
extraordmary commendations are wanting, 
is it not reasonable that the need of them 
idumld be supplied by ordinary and pro- 
bable expedients ? 

1 mignt farther add, how a necessitous 
and despicable estate doth commonly not 
eUy disturb the minds and d^eot the spi- 
rits of men, but disteinperem also thw 
souls and vitiated thcw manners \ render- 
ing them not only sad itnd amcioiit, slavish 
and timorous, b^ greedy also and covet- 
ous, petevuih nm Uiutmotts, rude and igno- 
rant | engages them in SUrdid compfogr, 
and tem^ them to unworthy courses. 
Vrm whkdi one cause how scandalous ef- 
i^^ts, abd bow pr^udioial to the Church's 
both honour and smty, have preoeeded, I 
need not Ihr to since mom eapen^ee 
too loudly proclau^ it* 

1 migm; add, moreover, ibat Gie priests 
do conim to the good which 

is saoured and advanced by the idbcsre 
instruction of men in duties of ubeffience, 


Had iWifi Md t^jM^eninw 
of gooi epMlnleiiw 

if Iw «pwAln«<l, it will b9 
IhhA to iai « Uftttr 
thami irood uunlster. 

vfm various iMoounts, is so much oon- 
cemad in the priest^s encouragement, w4- 
ftcre, and it is very dtting they 

should have ihem^ Which cowdd^ation 
X coidttde with tiiat serious admonition 
of the Apostle to the Hebrews, whmwm 
the subStmum of what hath bew on 

this point is eoutalued : Oief tfoitr rukrs 
for gaidm>a md wkmt to them: fat thejf 
maim for pear sotih, os than ^hai are to 
gitw an aeaouat; that iAev may do it with 
yep, and not ieith eompkMf* fir tM» U 
vnpr^tdbkfar yotu* grlf 

thk |a, fir tkie pays no loam, no 
scores f turns to no aocounty is nowise ad- 
vmutoneaus fir you s but ralhcr (for there 
ie A in those words) is hurtfhl and 
detrimental to you. But farther, 

III* Common equi^ and the reason of 
the case esaet^ that samty , competent suh- 
sistmico, and fitting respect, be ailowcd to 
thepnestsu If you contider their personal 
qualities, who, 1 pray, do [commonly] bet- 
ter deserve those advantages than they? 
Those qualifies, 1 say, which result flroni 
a liberal, a sober, a modest education in 
the schools of wisdom, and under the in- 
ftumices of good discipline* If birth (that 
is, at best, an unaginazy relation to the 
gallantry of an ancestor) entitle men to 
honour ; if the cheap favours of fortune 
be so hi^ly prised and admired ; if riclies 
(that is, the happy results of industry in 
trivial matters) m easily purchase respect : 
what may not they pretend to, whose con- 
stant (and not aluays unsuccessful) endea- 
vour it hath been to deserve well, to 
cultivate their minds, and ri^pdate their 
manners? 

True worth, indeed, is not oondned to 
any particular order of men ; yet 1 slmuld 
wrong none, by saying it isiiowhei'c more 
identifttUy to be found tlum in this. What 
IS it that doth advance men's naiure, that 
afdorns their minds, that commends thea 
persons to eiqkedial regard? Iv it know- 
ledge ? The priests' lips presfiree U, their 
dUcourse doth diffuse it.* Is 4 virtue^ 
Whence have more or greabw examples 
'Idiereof fwaoeeded, tham mm them ? Is it 
mety? !t is their proper burimxs; it hath 
been alwa^rs, in some meusui^e, ihcir cme 
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long idocc, Uke*iiabw»»4i^v«^^ 
face of ^ 1 lAqil^fKMie, 'id)l 1 m» 

so nt^ufft as to dsoy^ M piut, 44iw 

to <lioir v%itot onidbMxiurs^ Ev^Wi tfaose 
improTementsof witatt4 4cN)tt6ii0Sy wliid^ 
or*^ employed to t&ei*' tevitioo sflod 
vaftfagf, most be iu;kaowl(»%s4«»l9M^ 
derived from tbom. 

Fanita ihi^ hm tmd, mmI oriU fd^ays 
have ; for they aro mii, mA suli^eet to 
the cmumofti impm*fre(l6iMi of mom aa- 
tore: hot that, jperhi^^ less aad frvmr 
than nay other disUitet sort of mm : ttmt 
as it is their doty^ m it hath been thw 
practice, to exv^ in virtue $ aiod that they 
tove commonly, in etifeet, made good St 
Ambrose’s words, BeM prapcndem^ wto 
aaecrdoHs^ sicut ptaponderot were 

not difficult to demonstrate, if seemly to 
make Gcanporisons, or to insist upon so in* 
vidious a subject. Nor, were they greater 
than ever reaUy they havebeen, or than ever 
malice could misrepresent them, should it 
be therefore equal, that the miscarriages 
of some should derogate from the roputa* 
iion or prejudice the welfare of the whole 
order. 

But to wave this plea. Consider their 
empluymeut. Is there any office mcMre la- 
borious, more vexatious than theirs; ao- 
compaiiied with more weaHsame toil, more 
solicitous eaire, more tedious attendance? 
They are deservedly called being 

r unstrained to stand always on the guard, 
to lie always wakeful, attentive, and ready 
to warn the peo|)l6 of approaching dangers : 
and shepherth likewise i beir^ forced to en- 
dure the various harciwips of that uneasy 
life, the inconveniences oi all weathers, the 
ni|^ing frosts and sweltry heats^ and aU 
versHies of irksome travail j they must feed, 
they must guide, they most defend ; they 
must seek the lost, and reduce the stray- 
itig sheep. What assiduity of study, what 
earnest contention of aoul are they obliged 
to use, in the continual inatnirtioxi, men- 
tation, and reprehension of the p^le ; ip 
rectifrmg them judgments, satiating their 
scrtmles, removu^ thenr prejndi^ bear- 
iog their ixffirznities, and sympathiaiiig wito 
their affiiotkmB? It is tney that nw en- 
gaged, whh all their might, to withstand 
the prevailing encroadkxnents of iniquity, 
to steq) the pkwess of pmniclous eermrs, 
to dotoct the falae pretenoto of impostors, 
to confute the feltaeiea of sophistors, to 
repel the assaults of all adversaries to the 
truth; yea, if need be, to expoto, not only 

^ SfSW. SS. • Heb. M, 17. 


fhefr dsaiwit oostento of 1^ 
lives themsslvss, in the Mimo 

VmAm rsp^ ttau of 
Xidv wfe U»a|Nr«iW leg «ONW it WffeNT* 

rsi Mmit ^ 

Eif ctmmmiMIt tm mfy ih 
g0mrmr$ qf tie (that is- the 

bfeitops) dmfd ih skmUered^ a$ the 
there ^thfi greem md prevalence o/sto»- 
geUoaldoemm. KeUher wto it a lopgul^ 
practice of that bloody tyrant ; but, as a 
thing of comwe, h oomtatly fellows, that 
wherever righteousness and truth are vio- 
hmtly impugned, the priests are sure to 
tasto deepemoftiiaibifeer cu^ that their 
gpade be, in first place, s^uestmd 
and spoils, their r^utation stained, their 
persons misused, their lives sacrificed to 
the porsecixtor's outrageous maSoe. 

Is it not reasonahte, then, and equal, 
that they qrho, for the service of God 
andben^t of the Church, undergo sudh 
difficulties, and are otpectod to so mat 
hsisards, should be sustsined, shottld be 
relrefeed, by proportiOKiable enoourgga** 
ments ? Is it not barbarous usage to ex* 
piKit so hard dutxes from them, to ix^pose 
Such heavy burdens on them, and yet to 
grudge aa^ suitable comforts, any satis* 
f^tory rewards to tomn? Good King Ke- 
aekiah sureW was not so minded, of whom 
it is said, Se comnumded the peepk tiai 
dwelt m Jeruealm to gwo ike partioa of 
ike Prieets and Levitee^ that they might Se 
encouraged in the law of iheZord:^ l^t is, 
lhai they might be heartened to study, to 
teach, to perferm the duties required of 
them by the ffivine law. And St. Paul 
thus rationally expostulates in the priest’s 
babalf: Who ever goeth to war ot /ife own 
charges f who jdmteth amneyard^andeateth 
not of the fruU thereof $ or who foedeth a 
jheky andeatetk notofihendlh of thefi^kf 
Jf m ham som onto you apfrgiud things^ 
ts Hagreat thingifwe shaS reap yoltr oar* 
ntdthS^sff Is it a great thii^f do you 
think much of it ? If you do, you are un* 
reasonable, you are ui^ast, you are on* 
graiefrd. And otherwhere be thus very 
empimtically admonishes: We beseech you^ 
brethren, to mind* them which khcfurmsmg 
and preside i overjpmmtheJLord^md 
that admonishyou; amto esteem Ummere 



egamf Zet the elders (or prtmfa, si 

(fw) whwh rtde wtM^ be eemm temihy of 

dmdtfa honour (or qjf doum resym^mse?^ 
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ho ‘rifth also importis.) Prk*8ts, as so, for 
their office sake, have honour and reward 
due to them ; hlch, according to the g:ood i 
iimnagement of that office, are ^rop<»rtioii- 
ably to be augmented and mulnplied. 

But farther yet, abstracting firom both 
tbt‘ir personal worth and the merit of their 
service, consider their condition in this 
world, and see whether it doth not in 
equity challenge some reasonable provision 
to be made for them. Are they nut, by the 
nature of their profession, sccludi'd from 
all ordinary means of temporal advaneP 
ment ? Be not those usual inlets of wealth, 
the court, the camp, and the exchange, 
shut upon them, yea, barred against them, 
by those insuperable obstacles of law and 
custom? CJan they grow rich by ti*ade, or 
famous by feats of arms? May they plead 
for others ? It is well if they be allowed 
to do it for themselves before equal judges. 
Yet are they not men, endued with human 
passions and resentments? Are they not 
citizens, partaking in the common interests 
of the weal public? Are they not sensible 
of the inconveniencoH, and capable of en- 
joying the benefits of this life ? Are they 
not equally obliged, and would they not be 
glad, as well as others, to be in a capacity 
to Tequiie courtcMes, to help relations, to 
gratify friends, to relieve the poor, to ex- 
pr(*ss respectively their humanity and their 
gratitude ? Skill they not to use the goods 
(or rather the gifts of Provi- 
tli as much discretion, as much 
as much honour, as others? — 
tilings righ+(*oub]y, and let rea- 
; let experionce be examined; 
eternal iiionumeuts of their piety, 
ity, their hospitality, decLire and 
Miall, lastly, the fruits of painful 
siuoy, Tne iniprovemont of hopeful parts, 
the fiower of vigorous age and strength 
spent in the public stn ice, tend on!} hither, 
to pux a nmn into a state of struggling with 
extreme contempt and penury ? If this be 
not, what, 1 pray }oii, is monstrous ini- 
quity ? 

Since therefore it appears (upon so many 
several scores) rcasonmile, that Almighty j 
^od should undertake the prote<*tion iUhI | 
^4f^erT the honour of his priests, we may 

S it only praise the goodness, but approve 
Hp the wisdom of thi^i promise, and l»y 
conUmplution thereof strengthen our I 
^Jth in reliance thereon. To which pur- ! 
^pose one consideration more may ver} much 
conduoi), and withal n»ay provoke oimgra- 
"'"titude to celebrate histruth and faithfulness 
iw making good, as wt II as tiis goodness and 
%isdoni in making, this promise; viz. the 


considering how contiimally hitherto God 
hath been pleased effectually to cftifAe his 
priests mth so;/oafton,to provide abundantly 
for thedr safety, their accommodation, tht^ir 
respect in this world, and to deliver them 
fi'om the opjposite inconvenionoos. 

If we reflect our thoughts on the fir^st 
ages of Christianity (not more dismal for 
suffering than glorious for piety), it is ad- 
mirable to see how sincerely and passion- 
ately the Christian people did then lore 
their priests and pastors ; hoW liberally, out 
of their slender stock and the shipwrecks 
of their spoiled fortimes, they contributed 
to their maintenance ; what exceeding ve- 
neration they bore ftiem; with wh.it in- 
credible alacrity they submitted to tlio ment 
severe disciplines enjoined by them j how 
willingly they follow cil them, though leail- 
ing into the jaws of death and cruel torture : 
so that, although it was them necessary for 
the Christian priests to undergo the gr‘»atcst 
hardships, according to the design uf Chris- 
tian religion (which was to he jiropagati-d, 
not by terror of power, nor by }M>litic ar- 
tifice, hut by the inv mcible faith, resolution, 
and patience, of the profi'ssors and teai*hcrM 
thi»reof;) }tt nevermore may they have 
stemed to thrive and prosper, than m that 
juncture of time, when lhe\ enjoyed the 
universal gtiod-w ill an<l applause of good 
people, when they uncoiistrainedly em- 
braced atfiietioii flu* rightt‘OUM»ess salve, 
and acquired thereby the certain fruition 
of a more excellent salvation. 

But m the succeeding tiim s, when Chrh- 
tianity, breaking out of the clouds of p(*r- 
secution, began to shine over all with 
brightest lustre ; of the glorious and h«i]>py 
fruits of that illustrious triumph none did 
partake more fully than the} who liad su*-- 
taiiied the hardest brunts of the foregoing 
conflict, and had been the principal causes 
of the success. Then the joyful acTlanu- 
tions of the faithful people resounded m tin* 
prai'^e of their victorious champions, then 
did tlie eniperora Ihemsidves, with arms 
outstretched and heai'ts enlargcMl with af- 
fection embrace tlicautlmis of their happy 
conversion: then all laws prejudicial to 
their welfare Were rescimled, and new ones 
were Substituted, iibumlantly pvovidmg for 
their security, honest livelihood, and due 
icvmrice; which iu pri^ess of time, not 
in the Roman empirt^ only, but in all other 
nations (that aftcrw'ards did enterOiiii ( ’hris- 
tianify), were nowise impaired, hut were 
rather ampliuted and fortified b} the pious 
favour of princes: the barbarous (ioths, 
and Vandals, and Lombards, being no 
sooner endued with any dcgix^c of civilily^ 



im:rmon 

or any i^nKO <»f rtfllgion, than 

>viUi a hearty reverence of their bvihops 

and priests. 

And ever since (which is not td W iin-r 
puted, as some rashly, if not impiously 
aver, to the prevaJeuce of Antiohristiau 
iniquity, but rather to the providence of 
Divine Beiugnity ; ever since, 1 say), till 
the late commotions and alterations in 
(Christendom, tlioy have been the guardians 
of others* sirfety^ not tUemhelves deprived 
of protection ; have abounded with wealth, 
rather than wanted sustenance ; have been 
the objects of etjvy, more than of contempt. 
Princes have loved and cherished them, 
iidve relied upon their advice, and entrust* 
e<i them wjth their highest concernments, 
Mobles have not Vi‘cn ashamed to yield 
them place. The saci«rdutal robe luith been 
often d}ed i^ith purple; and the sons of 
mighty niouardis have not thought thein- 
frclus degradt'd hy entering into their 
(»rdtr. And if, in vuue jiarticular [daces 
(before or since thoftt* changes) their con- 
dition hath not IxHm so high and plentiful, 
vti halli it hetn (almost ever^ tolerable; 
tlie countenance of authority and the re- 
spect ol the peopU being hi pood degree 
\ ouchsafed them. Even in tliose churches, 
uhich till This da} pTt,aii under the opprts- 
sirni of inlidtd prnuts, the prubts ((>> the 
lice [►erinisMon t»r those [>rinccs) retain 
their jni-isdiction in a manner as great as 
e\ei*; amt uiihul enjoy a mainlt nance not 
altog< ther nnoiisiclerablc. 

bo favourable hithiTto hath (lod betm 
unto }iis prit sts, so faithful to his promise : 
which doth oblige uslo thank liim; which 
may encoura,,t us to h*»pe in him; which 
lUHv arm us with confidence against the pre- 
sent ill-wjll of llnise that wihh,and against 
iht prat tices of those Htat tlesign om* ruin. 

It Is true, this promise is not itiiixed to 
all parts of tiim‘, to all ['avtienlurities <»f 
[date, to dl dcteriniiiate circumstances of 
things. Till priests ina) , now and then, 
lun and time, in this or that, suffer 
bigld} ; lliey in a} he ejected, be plundered, 
Ik ilcgradcd, as experience hath show'cdus. 
But llu*} may also ^ooii resiored, rc- 
l>o‘‘ses imI, rcadviUietd, and (I h.ul almost 
said) rfvenged too, os the like experience 
doth assure us. It is not impossible, I 
confess, we may rtdai»«e into the S4iine, or 
into a more calaniitous estate; the obsti- 
nate disoifeeiiuns of men threaten it, and 
oiir own miscarriage.' more dangerously : 
>et the most offensive of these (which many 
honest men dislike, aud most men distdaiili 
against) have been in as bitter terms com- 
plained of in almost the first ages. “ /«- 
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pomsmonUtvs^ prmJm tmro 

irteuhanf^ gntpstui pn emmia studeui^^* saiil 
a devout writer* of ecclesiastical history 
about 1300 years ago. Aud so much no 
I man (whh<»ut extreme uueharitableness and 
I Msehood) i*an in so general terms impute 
I to the present clergy : notwithstaniitiig 
which, Uod did continue to vouchsafe hin 
protection to them. They were sometimes 
(by the itmmlations of barbarous pi^oplo), 
and we may agiiin (by national concus- 
sions), be severely chastised for our taults ; 
yet w<w not they, nor shall wo bo (at least 
everywhere and Voi* ever) utterly rejected. 
God may vM mr tran^essim/t with the 
rody and our m<jpUy mth stripes : never^ 
thehss hh lomng'-Mttdness trill hr not utterly 
take from «w, nor suffer his faithfulness to 
fatL Jlis vtroetunithe will not breaks nor 
alter the thing that is gone out of his Ups,i 
God luti} for a time hide his face from us ; 
but hi* w ill not for ever turn his back upon 
us; jjig^h onoar of the IViesthood may for 
in some part of the 
wcMHKat shall never totally be eclimed, 
nor ^UNillowed itp in a i)erpetual nl^ht. 
While (rod continues his residence In Sion, 
and defends his Church again'd the gates 
of Hell and jwwers vf dtu kuess; while re- 
ligion retains any sway in the hearts of 
men, and truth [lossesses any room upon 
earth; the priestK shall not be left desti- 
tute and naked, but evtH'lastingly he chthed 
frith salvaiioH. Which that it may (to tJie 
glory of God and good of his Church) 
more Minly come to pas**, let us convert 
this promise into a jir.iyer, and sa) with 
Mimoiiy Nowtherefore nn\ey OLttrd (iody 
thou and the nth of thy sttenglh; let thy 
prwslsy O Lord frhef, he ilotM with 
oatuiti^ and let thy saints rejoice in good^ 
nc\ss»^ Amen. 

SERMON Xlll. 

>roT TO OFll Nl) IN WORD, AN t Ml»I..NCi: 

Oh A HIOU eiTta oh \lBTLil , 

JAOina iii. 2. — If amj man offtwl not in 
trord^ he ?1 a perjei t man. 

Tills senteime staniU in the head of a dis- 
course concerning the tongue (that doubtftil 
enarine of good and evil), wherein how ex 
cellentl»enefita,and how grievous mischiefs, 
it, as rightly or perversely witdded, is apt to 
produce ; how it iu both a sweet iustrumeni 
of all goodness, and a ahai'p wela[»olt of all 
iniquity, is positively Jald down, and by lit 
comparisons illustrated. But secluding ail 

* fiulp dev. iih. i c 4S. i PmoI. Iiu^xia, 90* 93,34 

V 2 Ohrun. vt 4t. 
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relRtioQ to the eontett, the wor4» my w«ll 
he ooiuttdefed siogly by tbemelT6$ i and as 
sneh they instruct os, aeseriinar a oertam 
truth; they direct ns^ iuiplySig a good 
duty. They aaflart that «naa to 
’«rbo oifends not in speech; and th<^ can- 
sequently iznidy, that we ^ouid striTe to 
avoid ciffending therein; for to he perfect ^ 
and to go Oft to perfection^ are precepts, 
the qbsarvanoe wb^eof is incumbent on us,* 
We sliall drat briefly ei^phun the assertion, 
and then declare its truth; afterwards wo 
shall press somewhat couched in the duty. 

To pffend^ ov^nnslly signifies to impinge* 
that is, to fitmnble, or hit dangerously upon 
somewhat lylu^ cross our way, sons there- 
by to be cast down, or at least to be dls- 
ordi*red in our posture, and stopt in our 
promss: w^hence it is well transferred 
to denote our bein^ through any incident 
temptation brought into sin, whereby a man 
is thrown dt»wn, or bowed fi*om his upright 
state, and inteiTupted fhom pr<N»ecuting a 
steady course of piety and virtue. By an 
usual and apposite manner of speakStg^ otu* 
tenor of life is called a way^ our convorsa- 
tiem walkitfgy our actions 6ttpSy our observ- 
inggood laws ujtrightneM^ om* transgression 
of tliepi tf ippittg^ fidtering^ falling. ^ 

By not oj^endiug in word^ wc may easily, 
then, conceive to be understood such a cun- 
btant resti^aint, and such a careful guidance 
of our tongue, tliat it doth not transgress 
the rules prescribed unto it hy Divmc law, 
or by good reason ; tliat it ^hwartctl not 
tlie natural ends and proper uses for which 
it was frained, to u hich it is fitted ; such 

chiefly arc promoting God’s glory^ our 
ludghbour’s benefit, and our own true wel- 
faro. 

By a perfect man^ is meant a person oc- 
com^Urhed* and complete in gouduesb, one 
of suigular worth and inte^ity, a brave 
and excellent num, who, as to the continual 
tenor of his life, is firee from all notoriouh 
d(*feets, and heiuous faults ; like David, 
fuijdiing aU God'e wiU^ and hmmg rehpect 
to all Gods timmerndmenU : like Zacharv 
and Elisabeth, in fiU the command- 

jmds and ordiaoHces rf ttw Lord blameless.^ 
’rhus was Noah, thus was Alnraham, thus 
was Job perfect.* This is the notion of f?er- 
JectUm hi holy Scripture: not on absolute 
faeniption fmn all blemish of soul, or blame 
iu life ; for such a perfection is iaconsistefit 
with the nature and state of num here, 
whm* none with modesty or with truth can 


• Cl «f IV lettuu. 

* ihHWt. xmL is, L«1c< ^i. 40; Matt v. 4S; xla. 
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say, I have woda^mg heart 
fnm m ms* where every mitti must cem- 
fess with Job, Ifijustyy msrif^ mine mm 
moM dkaU corned me: Jrflsag^ 1 am 
perfect^ it shall prow me pmeree.* For, 
There is nof, as the Preacher assures, a 
Just man tgm earthy that doeth good^ asai 
smaeth not;^ and, In many things m of- 
fend aii, is ofur Apostle’s assfsrtion, imme- 
diately preceding my text; which words 
may serve to es^und these. lymanyth^^ 
saith he, we cjj^d alls that is, there is no 
man ahwlutmy perfect; but rf any man 
€0md not in word (tlmt is, if a man con- 
stantly govern his tongue well), that mm 
is perfmts perfect in such a kind and de- 
gree as human frailty doth admit ; he is 
eminently good; he may be reasonably pre- 
sumed upright and blameless in au the 
course of his practice ; oMe (as it follows) 
to hridte the whoh hody^ that Is, qualified 
to order all his actions justly and wise!). 
So that in effect the wor<h> import thib: 
that a constant governance of oiur speech, 
according to duty aitd reason, is a. high 
instance and a special argument of a tho- 
roughly sincere and solid gooduess. 

’Ine truth of which aphorism may fironx 
several considerations appt^ar. 

1. A good governance of ajM*ecli is a 
strong evidence of a good mind ; of a mind 
pnre from vicious desires, calm from dis- 
orderly passions, void of dishonest inUn- 
tions. For since speech is a child of th<»ught , 
which the mind always travailcth and U cm- 
eth with, and which after its birth n wont 
in features to resemble its iiai'ent ; since 
every man naturally h duihitious to p^^• 
pagaU^ his cimccits, and without a painful 
force cannot smother hisresentments ; smte 
especially bad affections, like stum or poi- 
son, are impetuous and turgid, so agitating 
all the Spirits, and so swelling Uie hcai^t, 
that it cannot easily compose or confam 
them ; * since a distetnpered constitution of 
mind, os of body, is wont to weaken the 
Retentive faculty, and to force an evac'ua- 
tion of bad humours ; since he that w anteth 
the principal wisdom of well-orduriug his 
Noughts, and mastering his |iassioiis, can 
hardly be conceived so prudent, os long to 
refrain, or to regulate their dependence, 
speeNsh s considermg these thiiigs, 1 say, it 
is scarce possible, mt he which commonly 
thinks it], should constantly dithetr be well 
silent, or speak well. To ooncoal fire, ta 
check lightn^ a whirlwind, may 

perhaps be no less feasible, than to keep 

' ProVt ax. D. * Jtib ix. 80. * Krclus. x ii. 20. 

I E^lus. xix. II,— A M with a word, as 

A woakm it) labour mSktHim. 
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wHIiiti due the exdrUltant nx^tJons pet^nt time: yea^ ojften before a tom baHi 

of a isoul, whereu^ toAsoa bath loti Its oom* apobeti ten words, his mind is oat^t, and 
mand, so tikiat qua data forta^ where the a formal sentence is passed u|>(m it. Sttoh 
next passage ooonrs, they sKouid not r^ a strict affinity and cotmection do all men 
forth, and vent themselves. A vain mii|4 suppose between thoughts and words, 
naturally will bubble forth or fiy oixt in ^ *3. Prom hence, thattheuse di^Meohis 
frothy ei^essions ; wrath burning in the itself a (peat ingiradient info our {^actice, 
breast will flame out, or at least smoke and bara a very general induenoe upon 
thro^hthei)qm]th;raacor<msimposthii^ whatever we do. may be inferred^ that who* 
of spite and malice will at length discharge ever govemefo it well, eaimot al^ but well 
purulent matter ; Just boijlng within will order his whole life. Thoextentef ^eech 
soon foam out in lewd discourse. If the must needs be vast, since it is nearlj' oom- 
fountain itself is polluted, or infocted, how mensurate to thou^^t itself, which it ever 
can the streams be clear or wholesome? closely tracefo, widely ra&^ng through all 
Utm con ye, being 0 »U^ epeti^ gwd tkmgef the immense variety of ^ects ; so that 
saith our Lord ; for ham the aJbmdmce men almost as often speak in<^tantlv, as 
of the heart the month A good they think silently. Speech is indeed the 

vutn^ addeth he, (ml good rudder that steereth human afoiira, the 

the keert bringeth forth g^ thim; ami spring that setteth the wheels of action 
m evti man out of the ^ru treasure bringeth on giSng ; the hands work, the feet walk, 
forth mi thif^s : ^ t»ietkku tttpnfu, he casi^ all the members and all tlie senses art by its 
(t/i ftaih at things^ as a fountiuii doth its direction and impulse; yea, most ibo^bts 
waters by a naturd and necessary ebulii<^ are begotten, and most affections stirred 
tioo. It is ti*ue, that in some particular up hereby; it is itself most of our em- 
eaM>s, or at some tiunes, a foul heart may ployment, and wliat we do beside it, is 
disguised by foir wor«ls, or o(»\ered by however guided and moved by it. It is the 
d( inure rcserveditcss : shame, or fear, or profession and trade of many, it b the prac- 
crafty desi^, may often repress the d(H.^la- ticeof all men, to be in a manner eontinually 
ration of ill thoughts and purposes. But talking. The chief and most considerable 
sue h tits of di'»bimulotioti cannot hold ; men sort of men manage all their coneerntnents 
cannot abide ijuict under so violent con- raei*ely by words; by them princes rule their 
Kti'atnts ; the intestine jar<^, or unkindly subjects, generals command their armies, 
times, betucHm he<irt and tongue (those senators &Ht>eratc and debate about the 
natural friendt) cannot be perpetual, oi great matters of state : by them advocates 
KTy durable : no man can h<dd ins breath plead causes, and judges decide them ; di- 
lung, or live without ovajKirating through vines jierform the'r ofilces, and minister 
hi't luoulb those steams of jiasston which their mstructions ; niorchaiits strike up 
arise from dosh and blood. My heart urn tbeir bargains, and drive on all their traf- 
hot mthin iht ; wfnle / mis iwwring, the f re flc. Whatever, almost, great or small, U 
buniffi' then yjmke J vnth my s«ith done in the court or iu the hall, in the 

l)aud,cxprcsi»ii)gtbedifficmty ofoltetrin^ churcdi or at the exchange, in the scLotd 
liig Uie eiujttion of our anections into or in the shop, it b the tongue alone that 
].uigu«i 2 ^e. Hence it is, that speech is com- doeth it; it is the force of iliis little ma- 
inonly judged the truest diaracter of the chine tliat turneth ail the human world 
mind, and the surest test of inward worth,'* about, it is indeed tho use of this strange 
an that which disid^iseth the kitldcn man of organ which rendcreth human life, bejond 
the heart which unlocketh the closets of Um simple life of other creatures, so ex- 
thc breast, which draws the soul out of ceedingly various and compounded; which 
her dark recesst^s mto open light and ^ lew, creates such a multiplicity of business, and 
which renderoth our thought visible, and which transacts it ; wliile* by it wo oommu- 
uur intentions palpable. Hence Lo^re^ ideate our secret conceptions, transfusing 
ut te mdeam^ Speak, that 1 may see you, them into others ; while therewith we 
or know what kind of man you ore, is a struct and advise one another; wbfie we 
saying^ which all men, at fost meeting, do consult about wliat is tu bt done, oontest 
In tlicir hearts direct one to another : net- about right, dispute about truth ; while ^o 
ther i^nimonly doth any man require more whde ousinebs of (Kinvcrvation, of com- 
to ground a judgment upon oonceming the mem, of government, and administration 
worth or ability of anotW, than oppurtu- of justice, of Icaniing, and of religion^ is 
nityofbearinglum todlM^ourseforacom- maiuged thereby ; yea, while it stopi>eth 
„ • ‘’“'N ^ ‘U**'*^ «P 

MAtt.xn.a fjpMiTjHULii.i. "i p4,t iiUt mtenaU of business, our recreaiions and 
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<livortiRen>ents (the which do conifttilule a 
geoat {iortion of ovr life), mainly ooi^isting 
therein, 90 th**t, in compairiAon thereof, 
tlic execution of what vk e determine and all 
other action do take up small room! and even 
all that usually dependeth upon foreja^oing 
speech, which persuadeth, or eounseileth, 
or commanidetli it. Whence the iMPOvince 
of speech being so very large, it being so 
universally concerned, cither immediately 
as the matter, or by oon&oquence as the 
source of our actions, he that constantly 
govemeth it well, may justly be esteemed 
to live very excellently. 

3. To govern the tongue well is a matter 
of excee^ng difficulty, requiring not only 
hearty gooijbess, but great judgment and 
art, together with much vigilance and cir- 
cumspection ; whenoo the doing it argues a 
high pitch of virtue. For since the tongue 
is a verj loose and versatile engine, which 
the least breath of thought doth stir, and 
set on going any way, it cannot but need 
much attention to keep it either in a steady 
rest, or ill a right motion. Since nuinber- 
Jess si^arms of things roving in the fancy, 
do thence incessantly obtrude themselves 
upon the tongue, very much application 
of mind and great judgment are requisite 
to select out of them those few which are 
good and tit, rejecting all that bad, and 
improjier to be spoken. Since continually 
temptations occur provoking or alluring 
to inisoarriage in ihis kind (tor beside in- 
ternal propen^ions and c<munotions of loid, 
every object we bthold, every company we 
are engaged in, every accident befalling us, 
doth suggest somewhat inviting thereto ; 
the couiiition of our neighbour moving iw, 
if high, to flatter — if low, to insult; our 
OMii fortune prompting, if prosperous, to 
boast — if cross, to murmur; any action 
drawing from ua, if it ploasoth us, fond 
aduiiiation — if it dialiketh, harsh censure : 
since, 1 say, we are thus at every turn ob- 
noxious to speak amiss), it must be matter 
of huge skill and caution, of mighty indus- 
try and resolution, to decline it. We for 
that purpose need to imitate that earnest 
and watchful care of the holy Psalmist, 
wliich he thus expresseth ; I have (saith 
he) pvt posed that my mouth ehall not offend: 
and, / mul (stiith he again) 1 wiU take heed 
lo my that I dn not mth my tongue; 
/ M iti Jteeji my mouth with a bridle^ whik 
the wickea before nuf,^ And thus to main- 
tiihi a constant guard over his heart and 
ways, thus in consequence thereof to curb 
and rule his speech wfdl, must assuredly 
be the mark of a very gooil ptrson. Es- 
pecially considt ring, that, 

Tiski v\ii 3, \x\i\ 1. 


4. Irregular apeeel \ hath commonly di\ ers 
more adiuntages for it, and fewer cheeks 
upon it, than other bad practice hath. A 
man is apt, 1 mean, to speak ill with leas 
dissatisfliotion and regret from within; he 
may do it with less control asid less hazard 
from without, than lie can act ill. Bad 
actions are gross and bulky, taking up 
much time, and having much force spent 
on them, whence men easily observe and 
consider them in themselves and others* 
but ill words are subtile and traosiont, soon 
bom, and as soon deceased ; whence men 
rashly utter them without much heed be- 
fore them, or much reflection after them. 
Bad actions have also usually visllde effects 
immediately consequent on them : butword<$ 
operate insensibly and at distance ; so that 
men hardly discern what will follow them, 
or what they have effected. Tlicre are also 
frequent occasions of spealdng ill upon pre- 
sumption of secrecy, and thence of indis- 
turhance and impunity ; yea, doing bo is 
often entertained with complacence, and 
encouraged w itb applause : the vilc«(t abuse-* 
of speech (even blasphemv, treason, and 
slander thomsehes) may be safely whis- 
peied into ears which will receive them 
with pleasure and conunendation. Bad lan- 
guage also in most cases is neither strictly 
pronibited, nor severely chastised by human 
laws, as bad action is. Whence ordinarily 
the guilt of this misbehaviour seems little 
or none ; and persons much practising it, 
both in thoirown conceit , and in theujiinion 
of others, do often pass for innocent. Men , 
indeed, hero will hardly disceni any rule, 
or ac know ledgi* any obligation : the t<mgue, 
tlioy deem, is free, and any words may be 
dispensed with : it is sufficient if they ab- 
stain from doing gross wrong or mischief, 
they have a right and liberty to say any 
thing. Our Hpi are our own; who is J^ord 
over MS so are men commonly prone to 
say, with those in the Psalm. Ilencc who- 
soever, notwithstanding such encourage- 
ments to offend herein, and so few restraints 
from it, doth y<*t carefully forbear it, go- 
\erning his tongue according to rules of 
duty and reason, may justly be reputed a 
very good roan. Faiihennorc, 

6. Whereas most of tlie enormitios, the 
miiwhiefs, and the troubles, whereby the 
souls of men are defiled, their minds (Uh- 
couiposed, and their lives disquieted, are 
tlic remtB of ill-governed speech ; it being 
that chiefly widen pervertctJi justice, which 
soweth dissensions, which raiseth all bad 
passions and animosities, wliich emWoileth 
the world in seditions ond factions, by 
whioli men wrong and abu<ie, deceive and 
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soduce, defame and dis^aoe one anothoi*, 
whereby crmseouently umumerable vena- 
tions and di^turlbaiiees are created amone 
men ; he that by well governing bis sj^oen 
}a*Obervetb luniself iVotn the guilt, disen- 
gagetb his mind and life ;&oxu the incon- 
veniences of all such evils (from the discreet 
and honest management thereof, enjoying 
both innocence and peace), must necessa- 
rily be, as avery wise and happy, so a very 
good and worthy person. 

i>. His tongue ibo so ruled cannot but 
produce very good fruits of honour to 
God, of benefit to our neighbour, of comfort 
tohinu»elf : it will be sweet and pleasant, it 
will be wholesome and useful ; endearing 
conversation, cementing peaccfid society, 
breeding and nourishing love, instructing 
and editing, or cheering and comforting 
the hearers. His ttmf^ue is health; his 
mouth is a well and tree of Ufi; his lips 
(Asperse knowledge; he shall bo satined 
with good by the fruit of his mouth; ev(^ 
man shall hhs his lips.^ Such, as the Wise 
Man tclleth us, are the effectb of innocent, 
sober, and well-ordered discourse; the 
which do much ammend their author, and 
d<*elare the e\o(*lleijt virtue of that tree 
from which such fruits do grow. 

7. Lastly, tljc obser\ at urn how unusual 
tliis practice is, iu any good degree, may 
strongly assure the excclkncy thereof. For 
the rarer, especially in morals, any gcHid 
thing is, the more noble and worthy it is ; 
that rarity arguing somewhat of peculiar 
difiicttlty in the attainment or the achieve- 
ment thereof. Nothing is more obvious 
to common exp< rienee, than that j>er»oii8, 
who in the i«st of tUcir demeanour and 
dealings ai)pear blameless, yea, who in re- 
gard to other points of duty would seem 
nice and prtH'ise, are cxtren^ely jiecnmit in 
this Itind. We may see divers, othorwisi* 
much restraining aivd much denying thom- 
selves, who yet indulge tbimsclves in a 
strange licentiousness in 8pe<iking what- 
evtT their humotu* or their passion dictates. 
Many, in other respeets narmleas (who 
would Jiot for any tlung smite or slay folka), 
we may observe with thei* tongue to com- 
mit horrible outrages upon any man that 
comes in their way. Frequently persons 
very punctual in their dealings are very 
unjust in thiur language, cheating and 
roblting their mighl^ur of his reputation 
by envious detraction and hard censure. 
'I’lu'y who abhor shedding a inan*s blood 
vv dl yet, without any smijdc or remorve, by 
calumiiioub t.des and virulent rcpiHjachcs, 
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assassiiuite his ensdit, and murder hi$ good 
name^ although to him perhapa far more 
dear and prociouB than his life. Oom- 
m«mly such as arc greatly staunch in other 
enjoyments of pleasure, are enormously 
intemperate in speaking, and very incon- 
tiiumt of their tongue : men in all other 
parts of morality rigorously sober, are of* 
ton in this very wild and dissolute. Yea, 
not seldom we may observe, that even 
mighty pretenders to godliness, and zeal- 
ous nractificrs of devotion, cannot forbear 
spealdng things plainly repugnant to GoeVs 
law, and very prejuaicial to his honour. 
Thus it is observable to be now ; and thus 
we may suppose that it alwavs hath heeu. 
So of his time St. Hieronie (or rather St. 
Paulinas, in lus exeelleut Epistle to Ce- 
lauiia) testifies: Such a lust (saith he 
concerning the ill governance of speech) 
of this evil hath inwtdfd the minds of mca, 
that even those who have far receded from 
other vifvs^ do yet fall into this, as hUo the 
last mure of the dranl* So h appears, tluit 
among all sorts of good praclki , flu* strict 
governance of the tongue is least orilinary , 
and consHjut ntly, that it is most a^lmirahle 
and exc*c]ienl. And this is all 1 sludl say 
for eonfirmation of the ptuid asserted. 

Now% tlicn, as it is our duty to aim at 
perfection, or to endeavour tlie attainment 
of integrity iu heart and life, sc* we should 
especialij labour to govern c^ur tongue, and 
guard it from offence. To which purpose 
it is requisite, that we should well under- 
stand and coiudder the nature of those 
several offences to winch speech is liable, 
together with the special iravily, defor- 
mity, and meonvenienoe of each : fiir did 
we know and weigh them, w^e should not 
surely either like or dare to incur tiiem. 

The ofiences of speech are many and 
various in kind; so many its there be t»f 
thought and of ac*tion, unto which they do 
run i*arallel : accordingly th<*y u ell may be 
distinguished from the difference of idyects 
which they do especially respect. Whence, 
1. some of them are ooimnitted against 
God, and confront piety ; Si. otljcrs against 
OUT neighbour, and violate justice, or <*ha- 
rity, or peace ; tl. others against ourselves, 
inminging sobric'ty, discretion, or modc*8ty ; 
or, 4. some are of a more general and ab- 
stra<:*ted nature, rambling through all mat- 
ters, and crossing all tlm heatls of duty . 1 1 
is true, that in must, or in all offence's of 
speech, tliere is a complication of impii*ty, 
iniquity, and imprudence ; for tha* by ail 
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sorts of ill spealdxig ^ against God, 
and break his eomixkandikiettt ; we injure 
our neighbour, at least by contagion and 
bad example; we abuse ourselves, oon- 
tractiiig gwt, and exposing ourselves to 
punishment: also the general vices of 
speech (unadvisedness and vanity) do con- 
stantly adhere to every bad. word: yet 
commonly each evil apeeoh hath a more 
direct and immediate aspect upon some 
one of those ol^ects (God, our neighbour, | 
or ourselves), and is Mculiarly repugnant 
to one of those ci^ittu virtues (piety, cha- 
rity, and sobriety) unto which lul our duty 
is reduced. Now, according to this dis- 
tinction, 1 should, if time would give leave, 
describe and dissuade particularly all these 
sorts of offence : hut (sinet» 1 must l>e re- 
spectful to patience, and careful myself 
not to offend in speech) 1 shall confine the 
rest of my present Djiscourse to the first 
sort, the oflEenct'S against piety; and even 
of them 1 shall (waving the rest) only 
touch two or three, insinuating some rea- 
sons why we should eschew them. These 
are — 

I. Speaking blasphpmQusly against God, 
or reproachfully concerning religion, or to 
the disgrace of picly, with intent to sub- 
vert men’s faith in God, or to impair their 
reference of him.® There hath been a 
race of men Cand would to God that race 
were not even till now continued), concern- 
ing whom the Psalmist said, TVi/v/ sjieuk 
hftUy^ they ^et thrir mouth against the 
heaveiUi^ who, like the proud Sennache- 
rib, Uft up their am/ exalt their vmce 
agnimt the Holy One of leruel; who, with 
the profane Antiochus, epeak marvelhm 
things gainst the God of gods J This of 
all uiipietlcs is the most prodigiously gigan- 
tic, the most signal practice of enmi^ to- 
wai^ God, and downright -waging of war 
against heaven. Of all woapans formed 
oga^mtt God^* the tongue most notoriously 
doth impu^p him ; for we cannot reach 
heaven with our hands, or immediately 
assault God by our actions: other ill pn.%.- 
tu e indeed obliquely, or by consequence, 
dishonoureth God, and defameth good- 
ness ; but profiiue discourse is directly 
levelled at them, and doth immediately 
touch them, as its formal objects. Now 
doing thus ar^eth an extremity both of 
foil) and nau^tiness ; for he that doeth 
it, either beheveth the existence of God, 
and the truth <if religion ; or he distrusts 
tbt*m. If ho doth believe iliem, what a 
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desperate madness is it in him, advisedly to 
invite certain mischief to his home, and 
pull down heaviest vongeanoe on has own 
head, 1^ opposing the irreBistible power, 
and provom^tbe inflexible justice of God f 
What an abominable villany and baseness 
is it thus to abuse God’s immense goodness 
and mercy, offering such de.mite to the 
Author of hts being, and free Donor of all 
the good he epjcys! What a monstrous 
conspiracy is it of stupidity and perverse- 
ness in him, thus wilfully to defy his own 
welfare, to forfeit all capacity of happi- 
nesb ; to peedpiiate and jplunge himself into 
a double hell, that of bmer remorse here, 
that of endless pain hereaffer ! But if he 
that reproachetn God and religion be sup- 
po«>ed ^strustfiil of their being and reality, 
neithtTP so b he excusable mom like de- 
grees of folly and praiity : for, beside the 
wild extravagance of suen disbelief, against 
legions of cogent arguments and pregnant 
testimonies, against all the voice of hat ore 
and faith of history, against the settled 
judgment of wise and sober nerhtm*-, who 
have studied and considered the point, 
against the current traditum of aP age**, 
and general consent of mankind; all which 
to withstand, no less demonstrateth high 
indiscretion than arrog^ce ; beside al^o 
the palpable silliness wiiich he displays, in 
causelessly (or for no other cause than 
Slothing a fantastic humour) drawing u])od 
himself the ang^r and hatred of all men 
who are concerned for the interests of 
their religion, thrusting himself into great 
dangers and mbehiefs thence imminent to 
him both trom private zeal and public law; 
beside, I say, these evident fmlies, there 
is an unsuffcrable insolence and horrible 
malice apparent in this practice ; for it is 
no less tlian the height of insolence, thus 
to a^ont mankind in matters of highest 
consideration, and deepest resentment with 
it ; not only thwarting its common notions, 
but vilifying the chief objects of its high- 
est respect and affection, of its main care 
and concernment ; so making the fiercest 
invasion that can be on its credit, and 
charging it with greatest fondness. Who 
can endure that He, whom he aptirehends 
to be his ^and Parent, his best kViend 
and Benefactor, his great Patron and 
Sovereim, should in downright terms bo 
defiuned or dispari^ed? Who can pa- 
tiently bear thai^ wherein he placeth his 
utmost hopes and supreme felici^, to be 
expressly slit^hted or scorned ? Who can 
take the offering to do this, otherwise than 
for a most injurious reflection iqinii liis 
judgment and his practice ? It' ho cannot 
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IhjIiicvq in God, he ma^ lei them alone who ' 
do : if he will not practiM rdigicm, ho 
may forbear to porhecute it. He cannot 
pretend any 74ea) ; it ia IbereforG only pride 
tliat moves liim to disturb iw. So may 
every man, with all the reason in the 
M orld, complain against the profane iallcer • 
Seeing also it is most evident, that hearty 
reverence of God, and a conscientious 
regard to rclimon, do prodivo gr<*at he- 
iiedts to manmd, being indeed the main 
supports of common hon«3Sty and sobriety, 
the sole curbs, effectually rcKtraining men 
from unjust fi^aud and violence, from bru- 
tish lusts and passions ; since apparently 
religion prescriSboth the best rules, and 
imposeth the strongest engagements to the 
perfermance of those actions, n hereby not 
only men’s private welfare is promoted, 
and ordinary conversation is sweetened, 
and common life is adorned, but also 
whereby public order and peace arc main- 
tained ; since, as Cicero with gofxl reason 
judged, jnety being rmoeed^ 1 / is jnoMle 
that Justice itself {of all virtues the b('st 
piarded and fortified by human power) 
could uot subsist^ no faith cmld he secured^ 
"HO society could he preserved amtmg menf* 
it being manifestly \ain to fancj, that as- 
suredly without religious couseience any 
on< will be a good subj<*ct, a true friencC, 
or an honest man ; or that any other con- 
sideration ciin induce men to prefer duty 
to their prince, the prosperity of thuir 
country, fidelity toward their friends or 
neighbours, b» fore f hdr own present in- 
terests and pleasure: since, I say, tlie 
credit of religion is so very beneficial and 
useful to mankind, it is plain that ho must 
be exeocdingl) spiteful and malicious, who 
shall by profane discourse endeavour to 
supplant or shake it. Ho that spaketh 
against God’s providence hath assuredly a 
pique at gooducAS, and would not ha\o it 
predoiuinant in the hearts of men. He 
that disparages religion d<»th certainly take 
his nirn against virtue, and would nut have 
It practiced in the world; his meaning 
[iliunly i<i, to effect, if he can, that men 
should live like beasts in fiml impurities, 
or like fiends in mischievous imquities. 
Much an one, therefore, is not to be ti^en 
its a simple embracer of error, bat as a 
spilt fill tle^'igncr against common good. 
I’or imlecd , v ere any man assured (as none 
can upon so much as probable gromnls 
1 hi ilk it) that religion had been only dis 
vised by men, as a siipj^demcnta! aid to 
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reason and force (drawing them, whom 
tiie one could not persuade, nor the other 
romjiel, to the practice of things induci- 
ble to the puluic weal;^) that it were 
merely on implement of policy, or a knack 
toonako peo^o loyal to their prince, up- 
right in meir dealmgs, sober in their con- 
versations, moderate in their passions, 
virtuous in all their dom^ ; it were yet 
a most barluirous naiightmess and inhu- 
immity in him to assay the overthrow 
ibereof, wHli the defeating so excellent 
purposes ; hp that should attempt it, justly 
would dcMTve to be reputed an enemy to 
the welfare of mankind, to be treated as a 
pestilent disturber of the world 
I 11. Another like offence agabst piety 
' Is, to speak loosely and w'antonly about 
holy things (things nearly related to God 
or to religion), to make suib things the 
matter of spurt and roockerj% to play and 
triile with tlicm. But of this I shall have 
oceattion to speak in another Discourse. 

1 ] L A nother grand offence against pict y 
is, ra^ih and vain swearing in common dis- 
course; an offence whieli now strangely 
reigns and rages in the world, |uixxing 
abtmt ill a specious garb, and under glo- 
rious titles, as a genteel and graceful qua- 
]it;y, a mark of fine breeding, and a point 
of high gdlUnlry. Who, forsooth, in*w is 
the brav e spai'k and complete gentleman, 
but he timt hath the skill aud cunfideiu!^ 
heavens ! how mean a tklll 1 how mad 
a confidence!) to lard every sentence with 
an oatli or a <‘urM* ; making bold at every 
turn to salute God, feteniag him down 
li'om heaven to avouch any idle prattle, to 
second an> giddy passion, to c<kucern him- 
self in any trivuil iiffiur of his ; jea, calling 
and challenging the Almighty to damn and 
destroy lam! But somewhat to repress 
tbehi* ibiid conceits aud vile practiws, let 
us, 1 yi ay, consider — 

1. 1'hat swearing thus is most expressly 
and strictly proliibited to us. I say unto 
yov^ Swear mi at all : but let yrmr tonver^ 
satim be, iVa, yen ; ATip, wy ; far wkoU 
Sfifoer is more than these cureefh of evil 
so our Lord forbids it. Hut above all 
things^ my brethren^ sieearvot — hst you 
enter into c&wkinntitiuH so doth St« 
James warn against it. And is it not them 
prodijnous, tlut in Chrisibndoin any man 
should affect to break laws vo plain and so 
severe ; that it should pass here not only 
fur a tolerabla, but even for a oonmmud- 
able practice', to violate «o maxufest and 

I IH quo6 ratio non possot, «os ad ofSoliilL^ tseUaui 
diiceroi 
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80 important a duty ; that so directly to 
thwart our Lord liimself should be a thing 
not in iu»o onl;^, but in credit and request 
among Chrisnans? What more palpable 
afront could be offered to our rcligitm, 
and to all that is sacred among us ? Fur 
what respect or force can we imagine re- 
8erve<l to religion, while a practice so 
indisputably opposite thereto, in a high 
degree, is so current and prevalent? 

2. Again, according to the very natui'o 
and reason of things, it is evidently an in- 
tolerable profanenoss, thus umuhisodly to 
inaife addresses and appeals to (irod, in- 
\uking Ills testimony, and demanding his 
judgment about trines; far more such, 
than it were a high presumption and en- 
croaeliment upon the majesty of a prince, 
on every petty oocasion to break into his 
presence, an«l to assail his ears, drying 
him to hear and determine concerning it. 
Whoiiee the very light <»f nature condemns 
this practice, and even heatJiena have loud- 
ly declared against it, as derogatory to the 
reference of the duty, and uusuitablo to 
the gravity of a worthy man. 

3. Swearing indeed is by our holy Ora- 
cles worthily represented to us as an espt'- 
cial piece of worshiji and devotion lowtu'd 
God: wherein, dul) performed, wt piously 
acknowledge his chief attributc'i and sin- 
gular prerogatives (his being ever} where 
present, and conn'ious of all wo sa} or do; 
ins goodness and fidelity, in fa^ ouring truth 
and protecting right ; liis jmlice, in re- 
warding venu-it} and equity, in avenging 
falsehood and iniquity ; his being the mi- 
preine Lord of all persons, and last ju^lge 
in all causes; to signify and avow these 
things to God’s glory, swearing was insii- 
futeu, and natural!} ftcn oth:) whiTcfurc, 
as all other acts of devotion, so this gi-and 
one especially should never be j»ertoi*mcd 
without all seriou<< <'onsideration and hum- 
Me reverence ; tlie cause should be cer- 
tainly just anil true, the uiatier worthy 
and weighty, the manner grave and so- 
lemn, the mind framed to earnest altcu- 
lion, and furnished w itli devout affections. 
Those conditions are always carefully to 
be idjserved, which the IVophet intimates 
when he chai'geth thus : Thov ihall mvear^ 
Thtf Lord liveth, in truth ^ In Jud^tnenl^ and 
in rii^hteousnf^B.'* It is therefore horrible 
mockery and iirofauation of a most sacred 
ordinance, when men presume to use it 
without any care or consideration, witliout 
any respect or awe, upon any slight or 
vain oceiiwon. 

4. I'he doing so is also very j^rejudicial 
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to human society ; for the decision of right, 
the security of government, and the pre- 
servation of peace, do much depend u|)on 
an awful regard to oaths ; and, tbeixdore, 
upon their being only used in due manner 
and season : the same do greatly suffer by 
the contempt or disregard of them, and 
consequently by their common and careless 
UbO. They arc the surest hondb by which 
the consciences of men are tied to the at- 
testation of truth and observance of faith y 
the which as by rare and reverent use they 
arc kept firm and fast, so by frequent and 
negligent application of them (by their 
prostitution to every light and toyisb mat- 
ter) they are ({uite ilissolvod, or much 
slackened. W heim' the public seems much 
concerned that this enormity should be re- 
trenched. For if oaths generally Ijeeome 
cheap and vile, what will tliat of allegiance 
signify? If men are wont to dally with 
sweai’ing everywhere, can thepr be expoeted 
to he strict and serious lliertun at the bar, 
or in the church ? Will they regard the 
testunony of God, or dread his judgment, 
m one place, or at one lime, when as every- 
where continually (upon any, iqxm no oc- 
casion) they dare to confront and contemn 
them ? 

6. This way of sw'caring is also a very 
uncivil and unmannerly practice. It is not 
only a gross rudimess toward !h(‘ main body 
of men, who justly re\< rein c the iiiitnc of 
(iod, and loatlie smh alniscs thereof* not 
only an insohmt defianee to the <‘ominou 
profession and law' of our country, which 
dballows and condeiiins it ; hut it is very 
odious and oflensivc to any particular so- 
ciety, if, at hast, there bi* one sober per- 
son tiicreiii: for to any such ])crson (who 
rct»iins a sen'*i of goodness, or is anywise 
concerned for (lod’s honoui), no language 
or hehavioiir can he more disgustful; no- 
thing can nion* gniti* the cars or fret the 
heart of such an one, than this kind of 
talk: to give him the lie were a com^di- 
inent, to spit in his fiice were an obligation 
in comparison tJierclo. Wherefore it is a 
wonder th.it any person having in him a 
spark of ingenuity, or at all pvi'icndiiig to 
good iniuniiTs, shoidd find in his heart or 
deign to use it. 

6. Tills practice also much dcrogatefh 
from the credit of him that usoth it, ren- 
dering the truth of whatever hi^ says in 
reason and justice suspected. I'or he that 
Ls so void of conscience m to swear vamly, 
what can engage him to speak Inily ? He 
that is so loose hi one such jioint ubedi- 
cnee to God and rcoHon, w by should wc 
ccmmve him in regard to another? 
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7. It can be surt'ly no wrong to ditlruKt 
him, siiu't* ho iiiiplios hhiiseJf not tn l»o, 
fvon in lii^ own opinion, a trediblo por'-oii ; 

he judges not his own bare ajOfirmation 
to dfsorve b<'lief. For why, if he takes his 
woi fi to U" f*onii>etonitly good, doth he Iwirk 
it with sui'h asseverauons?* why impro- 
\(tked rails he God to witnm, if he thinks 
bis own honesty suMcient to assure the 
truth of what he *35 s "t An honest man, 
in(*think8, should worn thus to invalidate 
his <nih eredit, or to detract troin the au- 
thority of his word, which should htand 
firm upon itwlf, und not want aii oath to 
Mipport it. 

H, To e\einc this, the swearer must he 
forced to eniift‘**s anotluT uply iault in 
speaking, that is, iinpiTlinenee, or u^ng 
of waste and iiisigniticajit words; to he 
charged wherewith he is indeed, how-* 

i s er, una\ oitlabh lial >le. For oaths, as they 
pa s e«aiunnnly, are mere e^oresct'iu’es of 
spi oeh, which do nothing else but encaridwT 
ami dtform it; they embellish dlMCOurse 
just a*j a w en or a scab does beautify a face, 
as a -^pot or a paleh do adorn a gannent. 
For to what puv]»osc, 1 pray, isCiod'snuiue 
h.iKd into our hlh* talk? \Vh> should we 
io (dten mention him, when we never mean 
auUbing ahoni him? Into every fentenee 
lo loist a ilog or a horse, would altogether 
he as proper and pertinent. These sup<»r- 
fiiiourt words signify nothing, but that tlie 
speaker little skilleth the use of speech, or 
the rule «>f comorsation, but meaneth to 
]u*ale tuivllung without wit or judgment ;t 
that his taiicv is very beggarly, and craves 
the aid of any impertinemy to relieve it. 
Dm* would tltliik that a man of sense slioutd 
gruteh to lend his ears, or ineiinc lii^ at- 

ii ntion, to such putrid stuff’; that without 
nauseating he should not eiuhuv t<i see 
men lavish lime ami wjuandi r breath so 
frivoloiu^h . 

!)• In hue, this offimee is j>«rticulftrly 
most ineA(‘U8uMe, in that it '•carco hath 
any temptation to it, ui hnngttli with it 
any ailvantage; so that it is unuet^oimtahle 
what (beside mere vanity or pci ver'^tiu as), 
should dis|K>se men thevao. It gratifieih 
no sciide, It yieldctli no pvntit, it proeurcth 
no honour: for the sound of it is not very 
melodious, nor surely was any man ever 
preferred for it, or got nn estate thereby; 
it rather, to any good ear, inaki'th u hon*jd 
and jarring noise 5 it rather producelb dis- 
]*l<^usure, damage, and disgi^acc. Where- 
fore, of all dealers in sin, tlie sweai-er is 

* TjmtvisintpT.it vt*ri «nior, «l quicqiud dxcrU, 
ju'ritmuputei* » » * 
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appamuly tV iilncft, and makeih the 
worst bai gains for himseW*; for heshiiietlt 
gratis, and, like those in the Prophot, eM' 
eth hut mulfot rudhin^*'" An epiomre hath 
some reaKon, and an extort ionor is a nuiti 
of itihihjjn if coiu]>areii to him; for timy 
enjoy some ph‘asure, or acquire some gain 
here, in lieu of their salvation herea^er. 
But lie offends heaven, and abandons hap- 
piness, he knows not why, nor for what; 
A fond hnnuMir |>oftsesses him, he incon- 
.sidcralely follows a herd of fops, he af- 
fects jdav the a)»e; that is all he can say 
for hims*‘lf. Let me be pardoned, if just 
indignation against a wickedness so con- 
tempt ddc, s<» lu iiious, and so senseless, and 
witiiai so notorjou*', and so rife among U’^, 
doth ( \ tort from me laiigmigo somewhat 
t.*in and vehement. 

If men wouhl tiien hut a little consider 
things, surely this scurvy fashion would 1»c 
soon discanled, much titter A»r the scum 
of the pt'ople than for the dower of the 
gentry ; yea rather, miieh below any man 
endned with a scrap of reason, not to .sjiy 
with a grain of religion. Could we bethink 
ourselves, eertainiy modest, sober, ami 
pertinent di '•course ,wouM H]»j>earfar more 
gimerous and manly, tlian such wild hec- 
toring (h)d Almighty, ^uohrude insulting 
over the received law s, such ruffianly swag- 
gering against sobriety and gfioduess. If 
gentlemen would regard the virtues fif 
their ancestors fthat gallant courage, that 
solid v^ibdom, tiiat noble courtesy, wtiich 
first avlvanccd their families, anci sev€re<i 
them from tli© vulgar), this degenerate 
wantonness and dirtiness of speech would 
return to the dunghill, or rather (which 
^rud gi*ant) would bo ipiitc banished from 
Iho world. 

I'^inally, as to this whole point, about not 
t»ficnding In our spet‘ch against piety , wo 
sboiJil consider, that as we ourselves, with 
all our members and powers, were <*hicfly 
designed and framed to serve and ghirity 
our Maker (it being withal the greatest 
pei'f<‘<‘iion of our luiturc, ami the noblest 
privilege thereof so lodo;) so especially 
our tongue and speaking faculty wei*© givou 
us to declare our admiration and reverence 
ol him, to express our lov'C and graliludo 
tow'ard him, to celebrate bis praises^ to 
acknowletlge his henehts, to {nromoie hia 
honour ana sevvie*'. This couvequuutly is 
the most proper and worthy u$e theroui ; 
from this it becomes in effect w*hat tlie 
Psalmist so often terms it, our ami 
the best meitiher l»e have ; as that w^hvreby 
we far excel all eroalurcs* here below ; thott 
* lMV,Ui 9 
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ivfaerebj ti'e consort with the blessed an- 
gels above, in distinct utterance of praise 
to our Creator,* Mfherefore applying it to 
any impious discourse (tending anyuise to 
ibe dislmnour of God, or disparagement 
of religion), is a most unnatural abuse 
thereof, and a vile ingratitude toward him 
that gave it to us. From which, and from 
all other offences, God m liis mercy pre- 
serve us aQ, ihiough Jesus Christ our 
Lord; unto whom for ever, with heart and 
tongue, let us strive to render all glory and 
praise. Afnen. 


SERMON XIV. 

acAiNgr voouhu talking and jesting. 

Epbes. V. 4, — JVbr foolish talking^ mtr 
Jesting^ which Ore not convenient* 

Moe 4 l and political aphorisms ai*p seldom 
touched in such terms, that they should be 
taken as they bound precisely, or according 
to the widest extent of signification ; but 
do conoimonly need exposition, and ^init 
exception : otherwise fipoijuently they would 
not only clash with reason and experience, 
but interfere, thwart, and supplant one 
another. The best masters of such wisdom 
ai*e wont to interdict things, apt by unsea- 
sonable or excessive use to be perverted, 
in general forms of speech, leaving the re- 
strictions, which the case may require or 
hear, to be made by the hearer's or inter- 
^tcr^sdisore^on ; whence many Hcoming]^ 
formal prohibitions are to be rt ceived only 
as sober cautions. This observation may 
be particularly supposed applicable to this 
precept of St. Paul, which seemeth luii- 
versally to forbid a practice commended (in 
some cases and deCTees) by philosophers as 
virtuous, not disallowed hy reason, com- 
monly affected hy men, often used by wise 
and good persons; from which, ^nse- 
quently, if our religion did wholly debar 
08, it would seem chargeable with somc^ 
what too uncouth austerity and sourtiesb : 
from imputations of which kind, as L4ts 
temper and frame it is really roost free (it 
nc\ or quenching natural light, or cancelling 
the dictates c)f sound reason, but confirming 
aud improving them ;'^) so it carefully do- 
clinetU them, eiyoining u«, that if there be 
any things (lovely, or grateful to 

to men), any things (of good report 

and repute), if there ftc any virtue am any 
praise (anything in tlie common apprehen- 
sions of men held worthy and laudable), 

• Oi CiS-MTif n yi'iWVt 
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we should mind those thit^s,^ that is, should 
yield them a regard ani^verable to the es- 
teem they carry among rational and sober 
persons. 

Whence it may seem requisite so to in- 
terpret and determine St. Paul's meaning 
here concerning (that is, face- 

tious speech or raillery, hy our translators 
rendered jesting), that he may consist with 
himself, and be reconciled to Aristotlo, who 
placeth this practice in tlie rank of vir- 
tuea ; or that religion and reason vmj well 
accord in the cose ; supposing, that if there 
be any kind of facetiousness innocent and 
reasonable, conformable to good manners 
(regulated by common sense, and consist, 
ent w ith the tenor of Christian duty, that is, 
not transgressing the bounds of piety, cha- 
rity, and sobriety), St. Paul did not intmid 
to discountenance or prohibit that kind. 

Foi’ thus expounding and limiting his in- 
tent, we liave some warrant from f^iself, 
some fair intimations in tlio words here. 
For first, what sort of facetious sjpeoch he 
aim€*th at, he doth imply by the mllow he 
coupletb therewith ; (<iaith he) »i 

foolish talking* or fucedousness . 
such facetiouancss, therefore, he toiicheth 
as doth include fully, in the matter or man- 
ner thereof. Then ho farther determine! h 
it, hy adjoining a pecubar quality thereof, 
unprofitableness or impcrtinency ; ^ ftn 
which are not pertinent, or con- 
ductble to any good purpose : whence may 
be collected, that it is a fi ivolous and idle ^ 
sort of facet iousness which he condenineth. 

But, however, manifest it is that some 
kind thereof he doth earnestly forbid, 
whence, in fwder to the guidance of our 
practice, it is needful to distinguish the 
kinds, severing that wliich is allowable 
ftom that which is unlawful ; that so we 
may be satisfied in the case, and not on the 
one hand iguorantiy transgress our duty, 
nor on the other trouble ourselves with 
scruples, others with censures, upon the 
use of warrantable lilierty therein. 

And .such a resolution seemeth indeed 
especially needful in this our age (this plea- 
.sant and jocular agiOi wJiich is so infinitely 
addicted to this sort of speaking, that it 
scarce doth affect or prise any tiling near 
so much ; all reputation ajipoaring now to 
veil and stoop to that of t^ing a wit : to 
be learned, to be wise, to be good, are 
nothing in comparison thereto ; even to be 
noMe and rich, are inferior things, and 
affbrd no snch glory. Many at least, to 
purchase this glory, to be deemed conside- 
rable in this taculty, and enrolled among 
u.s. 
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the wits, do not only make iki^wretk ofem^ 
samae^ aliaiidon virtue, 'atid ibrfelt ail pre- 
teuoes to wisdom ; but neglect their estates, 
and prostitute their htniour : bo to the pri- 
vate damage of nuknjr particular persons, 
and with no small prejudice to the public, 
arc our times possessed and tran8j)orted 
with this humour. To repress the excess 
and extravagance whereof, nothing in way 
of discourse can serve better, than a plain 
declaration when and how such a practice 
is allow^able or tolerable ; when it is wicked 
and vain, unworthy of a man endued with 
reason, and protending to honesty or ho- 
nour. 

Tliis 1 shall in some measure endeavour 
to perform. 

But first it may be demanded, what the 
thing wc spoak of is, or what this fjcetiou^- 
II ess doth iini>ort ? To which quest iop I 
iniurht reply, as Democritus did to hijn that 
a^ked the detiuition of a man, It U that 
which toe all see and kfu/w ; any one betti r 
apprehc nds what it is by acquaintance, than 
1 can inform him by description. It is 
indeed a thing so versatile and mtdtiform, 
appearing in so maiiy sliapos, so many pos- 
turcs, .so many garlis, so variously appre- 
hendi d by sevorat eyes and judgments, tliat 
it ^(H«mctb no less hat d to settle a clear and 
certain notion thereof, than to make a por- 
trait of Proteus, or to define the figure of 
the fleeting air. Sometimes it lieili in pat 
allusion to a known story, oi* in seasonable 
upjdieation Of a trivial saying, or in forging 
an apposite tale : sometimes it playeth in 
words and phrases, taking advantage ii'om 
the anihiguity of thoir sense, or the affinity 
of tlif'ir souiid : sometimes it is wrapped 
lu a dress of humorous expression : suiuc- 
timcM it lurketh under an odd tdmilitudt'^ :* 
hoinotimea it is lodged in a sly question, in 
a smart answer, in a quu'Ush reason, in a 
Bhrewd iutimation, in cimningly diverting, 
or cleiorly retorting an objection: some- 
times it IS couched in a bold scheme of 
s|)c»(‘ch, in a tart irony, in a lusty byficr- 
bole, in a startlirig metaphor, iu a plausible 
n conciliug of contradictions, or in lusute 
nonsense : sometimes b scenical represen- 
tation of persons or things, a counterfeit 
speech, a miuucal look or gesture pass^ 
for It : sometimes an afiec'ted simplicity, 
somtdimos a pi^sumptuous bluntness giveth 
It being : somoiimes it riseth from a lucky 
hitting ^upon what is strange; sometimes 
frtnn a crafty wrestii^g obvious matter to the 
purpose : often it coiisisteth iu one knows 
not wliat, and springeth up one can hordl) 

^ r.arlrtn qua. si IqiprwkmtitmB woMunt. tttuUa 
ijiit, Hi smiulainut, venuito ctwiaiieur. — Uuua, vi. 3. 
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tell how. Its ways arc unaccountable and 
inexplicable, being answerable to the num- 
berless rovitif^s of fancy and windings of 
language. It is, in short, a manner of speak- 
ing out of the simple and plain way (such 
os reason teacheth and proveth things by), 
which by a pretty surprising unoouthness in 
conceit or expression doth affect and amuse 
the fancy, stirring in it some wonder, and 
breeding some delight thereto.f It raiseth 
admiration, as signifying a nimble sagacity 
of apprehension, a special felicity of inven- 
tion, a vivacity of spirit, and reach of wit 
more than vulgar : it seeming to argue a 
rare quickness ofjiarts, that one can fetch 
in remote conceits applicable; a notable 
skill, that he can dexterously accommodate 
them to ihe purpose hf^fore hun; together 
with a lively brtbkncsK of humour, not apt 
to damp those sportful flashes of imagina- 
tion. (Whence irt Aristotle'* such jiersons 
are termed dexterous men ; and 

iv-f 9 3r4/, mt»n of facile or Versatile manners, 

or turn ail things to themselveM.)^ It 
procurcth delict, by gratifying cariosity 
with its rareness or .semblance of difficulty 
(as monsters, not for their beauty, but their 
rarity ; as juggling tricks, not for their use, 
but their abstruseness, are beheld with plea- 
sure ;) by diverting the mind from its road 
of serious thoughts ; by instilling gaiety and 
atrines<i of spirit ; bj provoking to such dis- 
positions of spirit m way of emulation or 
complaisance ; and by seosouing matters, 
otherwise distasteful or insipid, with an un- 
vusual and thence grateful tang. 

But 6a)iiig no more concerning what it 
is., and leaving it to youi* imugiiiation and 
expericnco to supply the defect of such ex- 
lu^ation, I shall addrehs myself to show, 
rst, when and hovr such a manner of 
speaking may be allowed ; then, in what 
matters and ways it should be condemned* 
1. Such facetiousties« is not absolutely 
unreasoiiublo or unlawful, which luinister- 
eth harmless divertisemeni and delight to 
conversation ;§ (harmless, I say, that is, 
not entrenching upon piety, not infringing 
charity or justice, not disturbing peace.) 
For ClirUtianity is not so tctrical, mi harsh, 
so envious, as to bar us continually from 
innocent, much less from wholesome and 
useful pleasure, such as huToon life doth 
need or require. And if jocular discourse 

\ Et hsrdo omnia wlae ClnenAi vado In as vat ut 
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mat serve to good puifposes of this kmd ; 
if it may be to raibc our droopiug spL 
rite, to allay our irksoxtie oares, to whet 
otitr blunted indostry, to recreate oar 
minds, being tired aim cloyed with graver 
oecup^ons f * if it may breed alacrity, or 
malntam good humour amoxigus; if it 
may conduce to sweeten conversation and 
endear society ; then is it not inconvenient 
or unprofitable. If for thoHe ends we may 
use otber recreations, employing on them 
oar ears and eyes, our hands and feet, our 
other instruments of sense and motion; 
w^hy may we not a& well to thorn ac<'om. 
modate our organs of speech and interior 
sense? Why should those gam(*s which 
excite our wits and fancies be less reason- 
able than those whereby our grosser parts 
and faculties are exercised? Yea, why are 
not those more reasonable, since they are 
performed in a manly way, and liave in 
them a smack of reason ; seeing also they 
may be so managed, as not only to divert 
and please, but to improve and profit the 
mind, rou&iug and quickemng it, yea, 
sometimes eiilightemng and instructing it, 
by good sense conveyed in jocular expres- 
sion ?t 

It would surely be hard, that we should 
be tied ever to knit the brow and squeeze 
the brain (to be alw^ays sadly dumpish, or 
seriously pensive), that all divertisement of 
mirth and pleasantness should be shut out 
of conversation: and how can wo better 
relieve our minds, or relax our thoughts, 
how can wc he more ingenuously cheerfnl, 
in what more kindly way can We exliilarato 
ourselves and others, than by thus mn- 
Jhing to the gram^ X as the ancients caiied 
it? Are not some persons always, and ail 
persons sometimes, uncfiq)able otherwise to 
divert themselves, than by such discourse? 
Shall we, 1 say, have no recreation? or 
must our recreations be ever clownish or 
childish, consisting merely in rustical ef- 
forts, or in petty sleights of bodily stre^h 
and activity? Were we, in fine, oliliifed 
ever to talk like philosophers, assigning 
dry reasons for every and dropping 
^ave sentences upon all occasions, would 
It not much deaden human life, and make 
ordinary conversation exceedingly to lan- 
guish? Facetiousness, therefore, in such 
cases, and to such purposes, may be allow- 
able. 

2. Facetioumess is allowable, when it is I 
the most proper iiistruBient of exposing 

* Pflnd% ptst rcnih*-io aiitmts ; meUorcs acrtoivt^wt 
mutoti aurgoiit, wc dr\ 
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things apparently base and vile to due con- 
tempt. 11 is many times expedieut, that 
thit]^ really ridiculous should appear such, 
that they may be sufiiciently loathed and 
shuucked; and to render them such, is the 
part of a facetious wit, and usually can 
only be composed thereby. When to im- 
pugn them ^ith downright reason, or to 
check them by serious discourse, would 
signify nothing; then representing them 
in a shape strangely ugly to the fancy, and 
thereby raising derision at them, may ef- 
fectually di<)counionance them. Thus did 
the prophet Elias expose the wicked su- 
perstition of those who worsliipped Baal : 
£lM/f (soith the text) mwikM them^ and 
mid^ (Vy aloud: for he is a god; either 
he is talking^ or he is pursuing^ or he is in 
a journey^ or perndvenlore he sleepeth^ and 
must he awaked.^ By which one pregnant 
instance it appeareth, that reasoning plea- 
santly-abushe in some eases ma) be useful* 
The Holy Sn'ipture doth not indeed use it 
frequently (it not suiting the l>i\ine sim- 
pliHty and stately gi'aviiy thercoftc do so;) 
yet its eondeseension thereto at any time 
suificiently doth autlioriso a c!mlir>uM use 
thereof. When sareastical twitches are 
needful to pierce the thick skins of men, 
to correct their lethargic stupidity , to rouse 
them out of their drowsy negligence ; tlieu 
may they well be applied: when plain de- 
clara1i*)n& will not enlighten people, to dis- 
cern the truth and weight of tlungs, and 
blunt arguments will not pcnetrati , to eon- 
lince or j)ersiuide them to their dut; ; then 
doth reason freely resign its place to wii, 
allowing it to undertake its work of in- 
struction and reproof. 

3. Facetious discourse particularly may 
be commodious for reproving some sices 
and reclaiming some persons (as salt for 
cleansing and curing some sores.) It com- 
monly procoreth a more easy access to the 
ears of men, and worketh a stroiigtw im- 
pression on their hearts, than other dis- 
course could do. Many who will not stand 
a direct reproof, and cannot abide to be 
plainly admonished of their fault, will yet 
endure to be pleasantly rubbed, and will 
patiently bear a jocund wipe; though th(»y 
abominate all language purely bitter oV 
sour, yet they can relish discourse having 
in it a pleasant tartnoss : you must not chide 
them os tlielr uia&tqr, but you may gibe 
with them as their companion ; if you do 
that, they will take you fur ])ragmatical 
and ha^hty; this they may interpret 
friendship and ireedotn* Most men aro of 
tliat temper ; and parti<*ulai’ly the genius 
< 1 Kings xvUK 27. 
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of divers persptijs w hose opinions and wac- 
ticeb we should btrlve to oovrect, doth re* 
(juire not a grave and severe, put a free 
and merry way of treating them. For 
what can be more unf^uitable and unnro* 
mising, than to seem serious with tfiose 
who are not so ihomselves, or demure with 
the scomfy ? If we design either to please 
or vex them into better manners, we must 
be as Sportful in a manner^ or as conteipp* 
tuous as themselves. If we mean tp be 
hoard by them, we must talk in their own 
fashion, with humour and jollity: if w^e 
will instruct them, wc must withal some- 
what divert them: we must seem to play 
with them, if we tliink to convey an) sober 
thoiights into them. They scorn to be 
formally advised or taught; but they may 
perhaps be slyly laughed and lured into a 
l>etter mind. If by such complaibanec we 
can inveigle those dotterels to hearken to 
ub, we may induce them to c(»nsider i6ir- 
ther, and give reason some comj»eteni 
scope, some fair play with them. Good 
reason may be apparelled iu tlie garb of 
w i1 , <ind therein w ill b 0 ( urely pass, whither 
in itb native homeliness it could never ar- 
rive : aud being come thither, it with espe- 
cial adiantage may iniprebs good advice; 
making an oifend(T inoie cltarly to bK», 
iUid more deeply to feel his miscarriage ; 
being represented to Ids fancy m a stiain 
somewhat lare and remarkable, vtt not so 
lit rce and frightful. The severity of rciirouf 
is tempered, and the reprover’s anger dih- 
guised tlien by . The gmity i^ersou cannot 
but observe, that be who thus reprehends 
hiui is not dist'irbed or ont of humour, and 
that he ratlnr pit'u^th than hateth him; 
wliieh breedeth a veneration to him, and 
imparteth no small oiiitac} to Im whole- 
some buggesliom. Such a reprehension, 
while it lorteth u snale without, doth work 
remorse within ; while it stemeth to tickle 
the tm*, doth bting the hi art. In fine^ 
many whose foreheads are hra/ed aud 
hearth steeled against all bhune, are yet 
not of proof agamst derision ; divm, who 
never will be reasoned, may bt' rallied into 
better order: m which cubes raillery, as , 
ou mstrument of so important good, as 
a servant of th« best charitv, iivxy be al- 
lowed. 

4. Some errors likewise in this way may 
be most |iroi>erly and most successfully 
confuted ; such as deserve uot, and hardly 
can bear a serious and solid confutation. 
He tlmt will i onti st things appai^ently ! 
(keided by sense aud experience, or who 
disavows clear iiriuctples of reason, ap - 1 
proved by general consent, and the com- 1 
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mop sense of men, what other hopeful way 
b there of proceeding with him, than plea- 
santly to explode hb conceits? To dii^ute 
smously with him were trifling ; to trifle- 
with lum b tlie proper course i since he 
rejecteth the grounds of reasoning, it b 
vain to be in earnest ; what then remains 
but to jest wHh him? To deal seriously, 
were to yield too much respect to such a 
bafll<T, and too much weight to hb fancies ; 
to raise the man too high in his courage 
and conceit ; to make his pretences seem 
worthy the considering and canvassing. 
Briefly-, perverse obstinacy b more easily 
quelled, petulant impudence b sooner dash- 
sophistical captiousness b moie safely 
eluded, sceptical wantonness is more surely 
roiifouiided in this, tlian in the simple way 
of dbcoursc. 

5. This way is also commonly the best 
way of defence agmnsi unjust reproach and 
oblotiuy. To yield to a slanderous reviler 
a serious reply, or to make a formal plea 
agamst his ehs^e, doth act*m to imply, 
that we much coubider or deeply resent it ; 
whereas by jdeasant reflection on it we 
signify, the matter only deserves contempt, 
and that we take ourselves uiicoiicerned 
therein . So easily w ithout care or trouble 
may the brunts of malice be declined or 
refkdled. 

0. Thi«j way may be allowed in way of 
counterbalancing aiid in compliance to the 
fasinon of others. It would l>e a dbad- 
vanlage unto truth and virtue, if their de- 
fenders w ero barred from the use of this 
weapon ; since it is that especially where- 
in tne imtruns of error and vice do main- 
tain and propagate them. They being 
destitute of good reason, do usually re- 
commeud their absurd and pestilent notions 
by a pleasantness of conceit and exprcfsion, 
bewitching the fancies of shallow licorers, 
and imeighng heedless persons to a liking 
of them ; and if, for rockiimng such peo- 
ple, the folly of those seducers may in like 
manner be displayed as ridiculous ami 
odious, why should that advantage be re- 
fused ? It b wit that w agoth the w ar against 
reason, against vfrtue, against roli^on; 
wit alone it b that perverteth so many, and 
so greatly corrupteth the world: It may 
therefore be needful, in our warfare fov 
those dearest concerns, to sort the manner 
of our fightiDg with that of our adversaries, 
and with the same kind of arms to {voteet 
goodness whereby they do afisail it. If 
wit may happily serve under the banner of 
truth and virtue, we may impress it for 
that s Tvjce ; and good i: were to reseuo 
so woith) a faculty from so vile abuse. It 
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IS the right of reason and piel^y to command 
that and all other endowmOnta; folly and 
iminety do only usurp them: just and M 
therefore St is^ to wrest them out of so bad 
hands to revoke them to their right use 
and duty. 

It doth espeoially seem requisite to do it 
in this age, wherein plain reason is deemed 
a dull am heavy thing. When the mental 
appetite of men is bewme like the corpo 
real^ and cannot relish any food without 
some piquant saiu^e, so that wople will 
rather starve Uian live on solid tare; when 
substantifll and sound discourse findeth 
small attention or acceptance; in such a 
time, he that can, may in complaisance, 
and for fashion's sake, vouchs^e to be 
facetious: on ingenious vein, coupled with 
an honest mind, may be a good tmont: he 
shall employ wit coinmendably, who by it 
can further the interests of goodness, al- 
luring men first to listen, then inducing 
them to consent unto its wholesome dic- 
tates and precepts. 

Since men are so irreclaimably disposed 
to mirth and laughter, it may be well to 
set them in the right pin, to divert their 
humour into the proper channel, that they 
may please themselves in deriding things 
urluch deserve it, ceasing to laugh at that 
which requireth reverence or horror* 

It may also be expedient to put the world 
out of conceit that all sober and good men 
are a sort of such lumpish or sour people, 
that they can utter nothing but fiat and 
drowsy stuff; by showing them that such 
persons, when they see cause, in conde- 
scension, can be as brisk and smart as 
themselves ; when they please, can speak 
pleasantly and wittily as well as gravely 
and judiciously. This a'ay at least, m re- 
ject to the various palates of men, may 
for variety's sale be sometimes attemptoct, 
when other means do fail : vvhen many 
Strict and subtile arguings, many zealous 
declamations, many wholosoroc serious dis- 
courses have been spent, without effecting 
the extirpation of bad principles, or evA- 
version of those who al>ct them 5 this course 
may be tried, aud some perha|fs may be 
reclaimed thereby. 

7. Farthennore, the warrantabicness of 
this ivraclioe in some cases may be inferred 
from a parity of reason in this manner : 
If it be lawful (as by the best authorities 
it plainly doth appear to be), in using rhe- 
torical schemes, poetical strains, involu- 
ti<tns of sense in allegories, fables, parables, 
and riddles, to disooast from the plain and 
simple vay of speech; why may not face* 
tiousm ss isvumg IVom the same principles, 


directed to the same ends, serving to like 
purposes, be Uket^ise used blamelessly ? If 
those exorhitancieii of epeeah may be ac- 
commodated to instil gooddooteine into the 
head, to excite good passions in the Imart, 
to illustrate and adorn the truth, in a 
delightful and takb^ way ; and facetious 
ldis(*ourse be sometune notoriously con- 
I durible to the same ends ; why. they being 
retained, should it l)e rejected r es|»ecially 
: considering how difficult often it may be, 
to distingmsh those forms of discourse ftom 
this, or exactly to define the limits which 
sever rhetoric and raillery. Some elegant 
figures and tropes of rhetoric (biting sar- 
casms, sly ironies, strong metaphors, lofty 
hyperboles, paronomasics, oxymorons, and 
the like, frequently used by the best speak-* 
ers, and not seldom i*ven by sacred writers) 
do lie very near upon the confines of jocu. 
lority, and are not easily differenced from 
those sallies of wit, wherein the lepid way 
doth consist: so that were this wholly 
culpable, it would be matter of scruple 
whetlicr one hath committed a fault or no, 
when he meant only to play the orator or 
the poet ; and hard surely it would be to 
find a judge who could precisely set ouUhe 
difference between a jest and a fiourish. 

8 . 1 shall only add, that of old even tho 
sagest and gravest persons (persons of 
most rigid and sevcic virtue) did much 
affect tills kind of discourse, and did apply 
it to noble jiurpoM^s. The great introducer 
of moral wisdom amon§f the Pagans did 
practise it so much (by it repressing the 
windy pride and fallacious vanity of sopliis- 
ters m his time), that he thereby got the 
name of « the droll; and the rest of 
those who pursued hi'i design, do by niini- 
bcrlesh stories and apophthegms recorded 
of them, appear well skilled, and much de- 
hghtod in this way. Many great princ <*3 
(as Augustus CsBsar for one, many of w hose 
jests aa*e extant in Macrobius), man} grave 
statesmen (as Cicero* particulai*!} , v^'ho 
composed several books of jests), many 
famous captains (i\B Fabius, M. Cato the 
Censor, S<ipio Afrieaiius, Epaminondas, 
Themistoclcs, Phocion, and many others, 
whoso wittj savings, together with their 
martial exploits, “are reported by historians), 
have pleased thomselvi*s herein, and made 
it a condiment of their weighty businosse‘». 
So that practising thus, within certain 
rule and compass, we cannot err without 
great patterns, and mighty patrons.* 

* The t^o f^reatest meii«nd erases! divines of their 
time < in (»reg Na/ and 8. Haw) could eiitci tain ono 
anotliei ^ithtaeaiouscpi*'tles. — Orr/f. AW tis. 
ad Jfanf #«Arm ttm d/Mraec*— i I Ky. ilii. 

0 (ledaOrat li. 
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9. In fine, since it cannot be shown that 
such a sporti^ness of wit and fancy doth 
contain an intrinsic and jnaeparable turpi- 
tude ; since it may be so deanlj^ hand- 
somely , and innocently used, as not to defile 
or discompose the mind of the speaker, not 
lo vrrong^ or haim the hearer, not to dero- 
gate from any worthy subject of disconrso, 
not to infringe decency, to disturb peace, 
to violate any of the grand duties incum- 
bent on us (piety, charity, justice, sobriety), 
but rather sometimes may yield advant««c 
in those respects ;* it cannot well absolutdy 
and universally be condemned : and when 
not used upon improper matter, in an unfit 
manner, with excestave measure, at undue 
season, to evil purpose, it may be allowed. 
It ib bad objects, or adjuncts, which 
do spoil its indifference aud innocence :t 
it is tlie abuse thereof, to which (as ail 
pleasant thing<) are dangerous, and aj>l to 
degenerate into baits of intemperance and 
excess) it is very liable, that oorrupteth 
it; and seemeth to l>e the ground, why in 
so geiural terms it is iwohibited by the 
Aposl le. Which prohibition to what caies, 
or what sorlv of jebting it extondeth, we 
come now' to declai’c. 

II. I. All prolane jesting, all speaking 
loosely and wantonly about holy tivings^ 
(things ncarl} related to God and religion j 
making siu^b tilings the matters of sport 
and mockeiy, pk>lng and trifling with 
them, is <*i*rtainl\ prohibited, as an into- 
lerabh \ain aD<l wicked practu'c. It is an 
infallible sign of a 'vain and light spirit, 
which cunsiderelh little, an<l cannot dis- 
tinguish things, to talk slightly concerning 
persons of high dignity, lo whom espcci«U 
rcbjiect is due ; or about matters of great 
impfirtance, which desert e tery serious 
consideration. No man spi'aketh, f>r should 
speak, of his prince, that which he hath not 
weighed, whether it will consist with that 
veneration which should be preserved iti- 
violate to him : and is not tlie same, is not 
much great4T care to be used in regard to 
the incomparably givat and glorious Ma- 
jesty of heaven? Yes, surely : as we should 
not without great awe tUinu of him ; so wc 
should not presaii>e to mention his name, 
his woid, his institutions, any thing im- 
mediately belonging to him, without pro- 
foundest reverence and dread. It is the 
most enormous sauciness that can be ima- 
gined, to speak petulautly or pertly con- 
cerning liim ; especially considering, tiiat 
whatever we do say about him, we do utter 

* T« odXSUt tuu dMTti /uh W|aaA«>t*^H- 

thtUi Aytt U, Stc* - ChryB. ’ArSt. i. 


it in Ids presence, and to his very face* 
jFW ikere is mt (as the holy Psalmist con- 
sidered) a vmrd in my tfmffue^ hut O 
Lord^ thoi/L hnowest U altogether,^ No man 
also hath the heart to droll, or thinks rml- 
Icry convenient in cases nearly toudiing his 
life, his health, bis estate, or his fame: and 
are the true life and health of our soul, are 
intere-st in God’s favour and mercy, are 
everlasting glorv and bliss, affairs of less 
moment ? Afo the treasures and joys M pa- 
radise, or tbc damages and torments in hell, 
more jesting matters ? No certainly, no : in 
all reason, therefore, it becometh us, and it 
infinitely conccmcth us, whenever we think 
of tliese thin^, to be in best earnest, always 
to j^ak of them in most ^ober sadness. 

Ine m^ojper objects of common mirth and 
sportful (In’ertisement are mean and petty 
matters ; any thing at least is by playing 
therewith made such: great things are 
thereby dimiitisbed and debased ; especially 
sacred things do grievou*^ly sufh^ thence, 
l)eing with extreme indecency and indig- 
nity depressed beneath themsehes, when 
they become the subjects of flashy wit, or 
the entertainments of frothy merriment : 
to sai'rificc their honour to our vain plea- 
sure, being like tlie riiticuious fondness of 
that people, wliich, as .^lian ropf>rteth, 
worshipping a fly, did offer up an ox there- 
to. These things were by God ia-slifutod, 
aud proposed to us for purposes quite dif- 
ferent ; to c<iinpO'vc oui' hearts, and '^ettle 
our fancies in a most sci'ious frame; to 
breed inward satie»fa(*tion, and joy purely 
spiritual ; to exercise ivor most soletnii 
thoughts, and employ oui* gravest div 
eoiu'SCiS ; all our speech, therefore, about 
them should be wholesome^ apt to afford 
good instructiem, or to excite good aflV< • 
lions, • gooil {9S St. Pavil ^pcakoth) for thr 
me of edifying^ that it may 7 /tf»w#cr grtu e 
unto tfie hearm,^ 

If wc must be facetious and merry, tlie 
field is wide aud spacious ; there arc mat- 
ters enoiigh in the world beside these most 
august and dreadful things, to try our fa- 
culties, and please our humour with ; cvery'- 
where light and ludicrous things t»ccur: it 
therefore doth argue a marvellous poverty 
of wit, and barrenness of invention, no 
less than a strange defect of goodheas, and 
want of discretion, in thodC who eau device 
no other sul)jct‘ts to frolic upon beside 
the.se, of all mobt improper and penlous ; 
who cannot seem ingenious under uicchar^ 
of so highly trespassing upon decency, dL- 
claiming wKdum, wounding the ears of 
others, and their own cons<*iciices. Seem 

• Fbol cjuuclx. 4 . f ) Tim vi 3 I jR m 
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In^iouB, 1 say ; for seldom those persons 
reafiy are sueh^ or mre cajidble to mscover 
atiy alt in a wise and manly vrty* it is not 
the exoellency of their iisuoies^ which in 
tbemselves asnally are sdify and insipid 
enot^, but Uie mtcouthness of their, pre- 
sumption; nottheirextraorduiaryait, but 
ilteir prodigious rashness, which is to bo 
admired, They m e gaaed on, as the doers 
of bold tridb, who dare perform tliat which 
no sober man will attempt: they do indeed 
rather deserve themselves to be laughed 
at, than their conceits. For what can be 
more ridiculous than we do raaJke ourselves, 
when we do thus fiddle and fool with our 
own souls; when, to mahe vain pe(»pic 
merry, we incense God’s earnest displea- 
sure ; when, to raise a fit of present lau|^h- 
ter, we expose ourselves to endless wailing 
and woe; when, to bo reckoned wits, we 
prove ourselves stark wild ? Surely to this 
case we may accommodate that of a troh 
groat wit, Kang Solomon ; I said of laash^ 
ter^ It is mad; and ofjtdrthy Wiud tloethk 

2. All injurious, aLusive, scurrilous jest- 
ing, which causelessly or needlessly tend* 
etn to the disgrace, damage, vexation, or 
prejudice in any kind of our neighbour 
(provoking his dlploasurc, grating on his 
modesty, stimng passion in him), is also 
prohibited. When men, to raise att admi- 
ration of their wit, to please thems(d\ es, or 
gratify the humoui’Of other men, do expose 
uieir neighbour to scorn and contempt, 
making ignominious reficctioiis upon hU 
person or his actions, taunting hu> real 
imperfections, or fastening imaginary ones 
tmon him, they trau^ess their duty, and 
abuse thoirwitsj’' it is not urbanity, or ge- 
nuine facetiousuess, but uncivil rudeness, 
or vile malignity . To do thus, as it is the 
ofhee of mean and base spints, uuiit for any 
worthy or weight v employments, so it is full 
of inhumanity, of ini^iuity, of indecency and 
folly .f For the weaknesses of men, of what 
kind soever (natural or moral, in quality 
or in act), considering whence they spring, 
and how much we are all subject to them, 
and do need excuse for them, do in eq»’^y 
challenge compassion to he had of them ; 
not complacency to be taken iu thorn, or 
mirth drawn from them ; they, in respect 
to common humanity, sliould rather be stu 
diouAiy connived at and concealed, or mildly 
excused, than wilfully laid open, and wan- 
tonly descanted upon j they rather we to bo 
deplored secretly, than oponly dcridoA 

« ^ fSltdoH Qui cactol, nniit hoiniinnift, fUmiun^luS 
Uleiui , hic I -- iiuf Sut j 

•»>« /r.A«» tr,4 T«v wrr 
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I The reputatiou of men is too noble a 
sacrifice to be ofiTered up to vain glory, 

I fond pleasure, or iU humour ; it is a good 
I far more dear wd precious, than to be 
I prostituted for idle sport and divertiscs- 
! ment. It beegmeth us nut to trifie with 
that, which in common estimation is of so 
gi*eat moment ; to play rudely with a thing 
so very brittle, yet of so vast price ; whicti 
being once broken or cracked, it is very 
hard, and scarce possible, torepau*4 A 
small transient {deasure, a iickliug tlie cm, 
wagging tiio lungs, forming the face into 
a suule, a giggle, or a hum, arc not to he 
purchased with the grievous distaste and 
sipart, perhaps witli the real damage and 
mischief of our neighbour, which attend 
U|K)n contempt.^ This is not jesting surely , 
but had earnest : it is wild mirtli, whieti 
is the mother of grief to those whom we 
should tenderly love; it is unnatural sport, 
which brcedctli displeasure in them whose 
delight it should promote, whose hkuig it 
shoidd procure: it crosseth the nature ajid 
design of this way of speaking ; w hioh is to 
I cement and ingratiate society^ to reiidtr 
I conversation pleasant and sprightly, tor 
I mutual satisfaction and comfort, 
j True festivity is called salt; and such it 
should be, giving a smart but savoury re- 
lish to discourse; exciting an appetite, not 
irritating disgust ; cleansing sometime, but 
never creating a sore: and, a*" ^ 

it become t/tus ifisipid^^ or unsavoury, U 
is tkencefoitk good fornotkimr^ but to be 
cast oai^ and trodden under joot of men,^ 
Such jc*sting which doth not si^asou whole 
some or liarmless discourse, but giving a 
haut-gout to putrid and poisouou'» stuff, 
gralif^Jiig distempered palates and cor- 
rui)t stomachs, is indeed odious and desj)j- 
cable folly, to bo cast out with loathing, In 
be troddt^ft wider foot with contempt. || If a 
man offends in Uiis sort to please himself, 
it is scurvy malignity ; if to delight otlicrs, 
it is base servility and fiattofy: upon the 
first score he is a buffoon to himself; upon 
the last, a fool to others. And wcU in com- 
mon speech are such practisers so termed, 
the gi^unds of that practice being so vain, 
and the effect so unhappy. Th heart of 
fools (saitb the Wise Man) is in the house 
of mirth meaning, it seems, especially 
such hurtfully-wantou mirth: for it is, as 


1 Vlt]t<ss — /l«r. 

I Nimtnm nsu* pruUum est, h 1 pri»bltalH bnpandio 

£/ w T»7f tMf4 t 

ft*4\ •itf'x-j'k?)* — vRiyt 

s j'rov. xxri. IH As a iijiad luan. who eanteth 
arc-braadtiy arrows and daatii , ho is titt man Uut 
aictU«tiibl«n«iaiilEiom\ midfaitit, Auj nut Uu^pou > 
Ui m^nvwfkc •Ttfvi — i IdaU ^ U* 
i Tti« 4. 
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he farther tells u», the prepay of fools to 
delight in doing Imrmt It is a sport to a 
fool to do 'mi8Skf> U it not in earnest 
mtMst palpable folly for so mean ends to do 
so great nam; to disoblige men in sgart ; 
to lose ilrlends^ and get enemieS) fok* a ocm- 
ceit; ont of a %ht humour to provoke 
fierce wrath, and breed tough hatred | to 
engage oneself consequently very far in 
strife, danger, and trouble No Wa) 'cer- 
iidnly is more to poduee such eSacts 
titan this ; nothis^ more speedily inflameth, 
ormorcthoronghTy enpagethmen, or slick- 
eth longer in men's hearts and memories, 
than bitter taunts and scoffs: whence this 
honey soon turns into gall ; these jolly co- 
medies do commonly terminate in vofiii 
tragedies. 

Espef'inlly this scurrilous and scoffing 
way is then most detestable, when it not 
only exposi^h the blemishes and indnmtics 
uf men, but abuseth pic ly and virtue them- 
selves : flouting persons for their constancy 
in devotion, or their strict adherence to a 
conscientious practice of dot} ; idiniiig to 
effeU that vihh’h Job complaineth of, The 
jtut upright man » laughed to scorn ; re- 
sembling those whom the Psalmist thus 
desiTibeth ; II ho whet their tongut s like a 
mord^ and bend their arrows^ even Intter 
icordit^ that they may shoot tn secret at the 
jierfect ; serving good men as J*n*emy a as 
served; The word of Me Acre/ ( saitli he) 
was made a reptoacn unto me, ami aderumm i 
doihf,^ 

This praLlice doth evidently, in the 
highest degi*ee, tend to die disparagement 
ami (lisc'uurageinent of goodness ; aiming 
to e\jK»se n, and to lendiT men ,ishaiued 
there of ; and it manifest! > proceedt th from 
a desperate corruption of mind, from a 
mind hardened and emboldened, sold and 
ensluvtd to wi"*kednessi whence they who 
ileal therein are in holy Scripture repre- 
sent <<l as egregious sinners, or persons 
ftupcilatively wicked, under the name of 
sfor^wrs {Xitfitvss pests ^ or pestilent men, 
the Greek translators c^all them, propeily 
enough in regard to the effects of tlieir 
j)racticei)t conooruing whom the Wise 
Man, sigi^ying how God will meet wiili 

• PoohiTmki» AmocUofaln - Prov j,h e. 
ratiuii auiicuiu quAUii diotuut |^i hUUi 

^ ^ ituitiuiodo rUiMn 
i^xcuttat HiU, non Ulo omqhkui i taeet nnilro 
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them in their own way, saith, Sure^ the 
lord scortwth the scomers, *Lf*itniUwu scof- 
firs (or muckers)^ St. Peter termeth them, 
whomdk adfarditig to their aum lusts who 
not being willing to practise, are ready to 
deride vmtue ; ther^ striving to seduce 
others into their pernicious courses. 

This offence also proportionably groweth 
inore criminal, as it pnwuinfith to reach 
persons eminent in dignity or worth, unto 
whom special veneration is appropriate. 
Tins suijoinetli saueiness to scurrility, and 
advanceth the wrong thereof into a kind of 
sacrilege. It is not only injustice, but pro- 
fanencbH, to abuse the g<tdh,'^ Their station 
is a sanctuary from all irreverence and re- 
proach; they are seated on high, that wo 
toay only look up to them with respect; 
their defects are not to be soeu, <ir not to 
be touched by inalioious or wanton wits, 
by spiteful or scornful tongues ; the dimi- 
nution of their credit is a public mi'^chief, 
and the State itsdf doth suffer in their 
beaming objects of scorn; not onlv ihem- 
sehob are vilified and degraded, nut the 
great affairs they manage are obstructed, 
the justice tliey admlnibter is dlbpani^ed 
thereby. 

In nue, no jestii\g is allow able, which is 
mit thoroughly innocent: it is an unworthy 
perverting of wit to employ it in biting and 
bcrat clung; in working prejudice to any 
man's leputation or interest ; inutodlebbly 
incensiinr any man's anger or sorrow ; in 
raising animosities, dibbcnbiuiib, and feud 4 
among auy. 

hence it is somewhat strange, that auy 
men, from ho mean and billy a practice, 
should expect eommondation, or that any 
should aflurd regard thereto ; the which it 
lb so fat from meriting, that indeed oou 
tempt and al>horrence are due to it. Men 
do truly more render thenibeh os ib^^.picablc 
than others, when, without just groimd, or 
leobonalile oecabion, tliey do attack otliers 
in tldi* w ay . That such a practu c doth ever 
find any encouragement or nx*cepiuuce — 
whencf can it proceed, but from tlia bad 
nature aud binall judgment of some per- 
soms ? Tor to any man who ib endued with 
auy bense of gouducbs, and hath a compe- 
tence of tiue wit, or a right knowledge of 
uikhI manners twho knows — iuniriaHUM 
iepido seponeie duto)^^ it canuof hut be 
uiibavoury and loathsome. The ri^puit it 
obtamcih ib in all robpocts m^ust. So 
would It appe^tr, not only wvi*e tliC Cause 
to Ive decnled in the eoirt of nrioralitv, be- 
eaubc it t-Oiibists mit with virtue ami wis- 
dom; but even bilbn any eompitemyndui •* 

"P o> Ul 34, 2 Tit ih 4. "LvihI \\« ‘is *Hor. 
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of wit itself* For he overthrows bis own 
petefnce^ aad e&nnot re^usosiehly ddam my 
intcrrest in wit, who doth thus hd^ve him- 
self: he prejudgeth himself Ml want wit, 
who oannot desorj Mt matter to divert 
himself or others; he disoovereth a greV^t 
straitness and storiHty of good invention, 
who cannot in all the wide field of thi^s 
find better subjects of discotorse ; who 
knows not how to be ingenious within rea- 
sonable compass, but to pick up a sorry 
conceit is forced to make excursioiib be- 
yond the bounds of honesty and decency. 

Neither is it aaiy argument of consider- 
able ability in him that haps to please this 
way ; a blender faculty will ser^ e the ttirn. 
The shwpness of his speech eometh not 
from wit so much as from oholer, which 
fumbheth the lowest inventions with a kind 
of pungent expression, and giveth an edge 
to every spiteful word:* so that any dml 
wretch doth seem to scold eloquently and 
ingeniously . Commonly also satuical taunts 
do owe their seeming piquancy, not to the 
speaker or his words* but to tlie subject, 
and the hearerb; the matter conspiriz^ 
with the bad nature or the vanity of men, 
who love to laugh at any rate, and to be 
pleased at the expense of other men’s re- 
pute; conceiting themselves extoUed by 
the depression of their neighbour, and 
hoping to gain by his lr>ss. Su<di custom<TS 
they are that maintain the bitter wits, who 
otherwise would want trade, and might go 
a-begdriug. For commonly they who seem 
to excel uiis way are miserably fiat in other 
discourse, and most dully serious: they 
have a pokiculnr unaptness to describe any 
good thing, or commend an> worthy per- 
son; being destitute of right ideas, and 
proper terms answerable to such purposes: 
their representations of that kind are ab- 
surd and unhandsome; their clogies (to 
use their own way of speaking) are in ef- 
fect satires, and they can hardly more 
abuse a man than by attempting to com- 
mend him ; like those in tlie Prophet, who 
wore ujm to do iliy but to do well had no 
hiimledgey 

3* I pass by, that it is very culpable to 
be facetious in obscene and smutty matters. 
Smh things arc not to be discoursed on 
either side in jest or in earnest; they must 
not, as St. Paul sfdth, be so much as named 
among Chi^Uam : to meddle with them 
Is not to disport, but to defile oneself and 
o^ers. There is indeed no more certain 
t igji oi‘a mind utteidy debauched from piety 
* OtrtwfUiUo et livor pranis tuHbni acdpiQOtor 
ttdulatiomfoBduai crimen sorvitutla xoSligm- 
t«ti upri-ies libertatis iueHt — JTar l/iif , i. im4. 

** Jtr K 32 S £pli V 3, I 


and virtue, than afecting such talk. But 
farther, 

4. AQ unseasonable jesting is blanieabie. 
As there are some proper seasons of relax- 
ation^ when we may desippre m hoof so 
there are some times and drcumstances 
of ihbgs, wherein it concenieth and be- 
comeiUi men to be serious in mind, gra^e 
in demeanour, and plain in discourse; 
when to sport in tius way is to do inde- 
cently, or uncivilly, to be impertinent^ or 
trouhlcHome.f 

It comporteth not well with the presence 
of superiors, before whom it bccometh nt> 
to be composed and modest : much less w ith 
the performance of sucrod offices, which 
require an earnest attention, and most se- 
rious frame of‘ mmd. 

In deliberations and debates about af- 
fairs of great importance, the simple man- 
ner of speaking to the point is the proper, 
easy, clear, and compendious way : face- 
tious speech there serves only to obstruct 
and entangle business, to lose time, anil 
protract the result. % The shop and ex- 
change wdll scarce endure jesting in their 
lower transactions : the senate, the court 
of justice, the church, do mu<h more 
exclude it from their more weighty con- 
I saltations. WhiD<‘\or it justlcth out, or 
hindcreth the dispatch of other serious 
business, taking up the room, or swallow - 
inp the time due to it, or Indisposing the 
minds of tlio audience to attend it, then it 
is unseasonable and pestilent. 

to pluy^ that we maybe set ivusly 
buvy^ is the good rule of Amudiarsls, im- 
plying the subordination of sport to busi- 
iichs, as a comliment and fiirtherance, not 
an impediment or clog tlieroto. He that 
for his sport neglects his busiucM, deserves 
indeed to be reckoned among cluldrcn; 
and children’s fortune will attend him, to 
be pli‘ased with toys, and to fail of sub- 
siautud profit. 

It is, again, improper (because indeed 
uncivil and inhumane) to jest with iiersons 
that are in a sad or affiicted condition 
as orgiung want of due oousidcriiig or due 
commiserating their cose : it appears a kind 
of insulting upon their misfortune, and 
is apt to foment their gi'tef. Even in our 
own case, upon any disastoous occurrence 
to ourselves, it would not be seemly to 
frolic it thus; it would signify want of 
due regard to the frowns of God, and the 

t Vitaadum ns petuUtit, nc hupeibum, ne loe»t no 
alwnmn no pro»poratum et domo idktuui 
vidosenr.— 

t Ms AM dW Sv teXu ht ’—lunp 

P(ri,i\. 4. 

f ^dvoTBUR mlftttoi lafaumauus rW Jocub — iiumt. 
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.strolceA of his hand; it would cross ihe 
Wise Maki*s advioe, A th day of pros^ 
rity be joyful^ but in the day of aihersUy 
consider,* 

It is also not seasonable or civil to be 
jocund in this waj with those who desire 
to bo serious, and like not the humour. 
Jocularity should not be forcibly obtruded, 
but by a kindly conspiracy, or tacit com* 
pact, slip into conversation : consent and 
compUiuice give all the life thereto. Its de- 
sign is to sweeten and ease society; when 
to the contrary, it breedeth offence or 
ineiunbronce, it is worse than vain and 
unprofitable. Prom tln»sw instances we 
may collect when in other like cases it 
is unseasonable, and tlierefore culpable. 
Farther, 

5. To affect, admire, or highly to value 
this way of speaking, either absolutely in 
5t**elf, or in comparison to the serious and 
plain way of speech, and thence to be <lrawn 
into an nmmodcratc use thereof, is hlame- 
ahle. A man of ripe ago and sound judg- 
ment, for refreshment to himself, or in 
complaisance to others, may sometimes con- 
descend to play m tius or in any other harm- 
less way ; but to be fond of it. to prosecute 
it with a careful or painful eagerness, to 
doat and dwell upon it, to reckon it a bi ave 
or a fine thing, a singular matter of com- 
mendation, a transcendent accomplishment, 
anywise preferable to rational cudowments, 
or com])arable to the moral excellencies of 
our mind (to solid knowledge, or sound 
wisdom, or true viilue and goodness), this 
is extremely childish or brutish, and far 
below a man. What can be more absurd 
than to make a business of play, to be stu- 
dious and laborious in toys, to make a pro- 
fession or drive a traile of impertinencyr* 
whi* more plain nonsense can there be than 
to be earnest in jest, to be continual in 
divertisement, or constant in pastime; to 
make extravagance all our way, and sauce 
all «>ur diet ? Is not this plainly the life of 
a child, that is ever busy, yet never hatli 
any thing to do ? or the lim of that mimical 
brute, which is always active in playing 
uncouth and unlucky tricks ; wdiioh, could 
it speak, might surely tva&s well for a pro- 
fessed wit? 

The proper work of maxi, the grand drift 
of human life, is to foUowVeason (that uoble 
hp^k kindled in us from heaven ; that 
princely and powerful faculty, which is able 
to reach so lofty objects, and to achieve so 
mighty works ;) not to soothe fancy, that 

Htu A.atu rtuXtxn — Arlst. Bl^. X. d 
* BcuUw, vU, 14. 


brutish, tdudlow, and giddy power, able to 
p<»form nothing worthy mimbrie^ We 
are not (even Qcero could tell us) born for 
phyemdpsstingi hufarmmty^ md the 
Hudy of griwer €md grmt^ €0airs,^ Yes, 
w4 were purposely designed, and fitly 
framed, to understand and contemplaie, 
to afibet and delight in, to undertake and 
pursue most noble mid worthy things ; to 
be employed in business considerably pro- 
fitable to ourselves, and beneficial t(» others : 
we do therefore strangely debase ourselves, 
when we do strongly bend our minds to, 
or set our affections upon such toys. 

Especially to do so is unw'orthy of a 
Christian ; that is, of a person wlio is ad- 
vanced to so high a rank, and so glorious 
relatioiis; who liath so excellent objects 
of his- mind and affections prebeuted before 
him, and so excellent rewards for his care 
and pa^ proposed to iiiin ; who is engaged 
in affairs of so worthy natiure, and so im- 
mense eonsequcuce : for him to be zealous 
about quibbles, for liim to be ravished witli 
puny conceits and expressions, it is a won- 
drous oversight, and an enormous inde- 
cency. 

He, indeed, that prefers any faculty to 
reason, disclaims the privilege of being a 
man, and understands not the worth of 
his own nature ; he that prizes any quality 
beyond virtue and goodness, reuounees the 
title of a (%ribtiau, and knows not how to 
value the dignity of liis profrssion. It is 
these two, reason and virtue, in conjunc- 
tion, which produce all that ik considerably 
good and great in the world. Fancy can 
do little ; doetb never any thing well, ex- 
cept os directed and wicld^ by them. Do 
pretty conceits or humorous talk carry on 
any business, or perform any wtirk ? No ; 
they aro ineffectual and fruitless ; often 
they disturb, but they never dis|mtch any 
thing witli good success. It is simple rea- 
son, as dull and di*y as it seemeth, which 
expediteth all the grand afiairs, which ac- 
compli&hoth all the mighty works that we 
see done in tlic world. In truth, therefore, 
as one diamond is worth numberless bits of 
glass : 80 one solid reason is worth iunu- 
merable fancies : one grain of true science 
and sound wisdom in real worth and use 
doth outweigh loads, if any loads can be^ 
of freakish wit. To rate things otherwise^ 
doth aiiwe great weakness of judgment, 
and ftmdness of mind. So \o conceit cf this 
way sigxufieth a weak mind ; and m«i6h to 
delight therein rendereth it so: xiothiug 

t Neqoe enim it* msiwtl * tkatiur* nMift ut vd 
ludnin Joeum^ne SmsU vtdfiwoiuit \ nA fOvcrUateni 
potlua^ *d sa«e<|«m sttrilia sfwrlox* 
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naore debaseth the spirit of a man, or n^ore 
rendereth it light and triHing.^ 

Hence if we must be venting pleasant 
conceits, we should do it os ^ tee npt^ 
carelessly and tmconcernedJy ; not standing 
upon it, or valuing ourselves for it ; we 
should do it with measure and moderation ; 
not riving up ourselves thereto, so as to 
mind it, or delight in it more than in any 
other thing: we should not be so intent 
upon it as to become remisb in affairs more 
proper or needful for Uh ; so as to nauseate 
serious bubiness, or disrelish the more 
worthy entertainments of our minds. This 
is the groat danger of it, which we daily 
see men to incur ; they are so bewitched 
with a humour of being witty themselves, 
or of hearkening to the fancies of others, 
that it is this only which they can like or 
savour, which they can endui*e to think or 
talk of. It is a great pity, that men who 
would seem to have so much wit, should 
so little understand themselves. But fhr* 
ther, 

6. Vain-glorious ostentation this way is 
very blameable. All ambition, all vanity, 
all conceitedness, upon u hatever ground 
they are founded, are abbolutely unreasom 
able and siily : but yet tliose, being ground- 
ed on some real ability, or some useful 
skill, are wise and maul} in comparison to 
this, which standeth on a foundation so 
manlfebtly slight and weak. The old phi- 
losophers by a severe father* were called 
ani/ftalia glor^, animals of glory ; and by 
a salirioal poet they were termed Ihdders 
ofvcmty: \ but they at least did catch at 
praise from prmseworthy knowledge ; they 
were puffed up with a wind which blowcd 
some good to mankind ; they sought glory 
from that which debcrved glory, if they 
had nut sought it ; it was a substantial and 
solid credit which they did alfcet, resulting 
from successful enterpriscb of strong reason 
and stout industry : but these ammatcula 
gloria^ these flies, these insects of glory, 
these, not bladders, but bubbles of vanity, 
would be admhredand praised for that whicli 
is nowise admirable or laudable for the 
casual hits and emergencies of roving fancy; 
for stumbling on on odd conceit or phrase, 
which signiiieth nothing, and is as super- 

• 'Of vvftfimwUv nattk rator^p 4'VX^f *•# 

— Dbh CoCiit. Mon 12. 

Tfi/f 4 ri(t «■« t/ne 

ifmu XayM im/i^^raevem *ia riig yiXataa fAv 

mm rc rrfi mvflvw »ati irtin»aatam(if»t 

— Ibid. 

Joodnun froquomi ubuh oinne BiilnilB potaduB, mn- 
n«inquey|inenp{et.--S^n xv. 

IvfrMriXM Mfu 

** Ohrys. In Kph. 17 
t KHmf turXfM a.ftui — Tmion. 
t KiBns-^tcmunBiniuB inffeml fructuit Gc. dfi 
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Udal Ub the smile, as hollow as the ooLe 
it causeth. Nothing certainly in nature is 
more ridiculous than a self-conceited wit, 
who deemeth himself somebody, and great- 
ly preteudeth to commendation from so 
pinful and worthless a thing as a knack of 
trifting* 

7. Lastly, it is our duty never so far to 
engage ourselves in this way, as thereby to 
lose or to impair that liabitual seriousnesb, 
modesty and sobriety of mind, that steady 
composedness, gravity and constancy of de- 
meanour, which become Christians. We 
should continufllly keep our minds intent 
upon our high callings and grand interests ; 
ever well tuned, and ready for the perform- 
ance of holy devotions, and the practice of 
most serious duties with earnest attention 
aud frrvent affection: whertfore wc should 
never suffer tlicin to be dissolved into levity, 
or disordered into a wanton frame,' indis- 
posing us for religious thtmgbts and actions* 
We ought always in our behaviour to main- 
tain not only a iBtting decency^ but 

also a stately a kind of ve- 

nerable majesty, soitabie to that high rank 
wliich we bear of God’s friends and chil- 
dren * adorning onr holy profession, and 
guarding us from all impressions of sinful 
vanity.^ Wherefore we shouldnol let our- 
selves be transpoited into any cxceasne 
pitch of lightness, incon'dstent with, or 
prejudicial to, our Christian state and bu- 
sines8.§ Gravity and modesty arc the fonc'C'^ 
of piety, which oeing once slighted, sin vi ill 
easily attempt and encroach upon us. So 
the old Spanish gentleman may be inter- 
jireted to have been wise, who, when his 
son, upon a voyage to tiic Indies, took his 
leave of him, gave him this odd advice: 
My &on^ in the first pJarr krfp thy gmvity^ 
in the neJit j)lare fear God:\\ intimating, 
that a man niust first be serious before Im 
can be pious. 

To conclude, as we need not to be de- 
mure, so must we not be impudent ; as we 
should not be sour, so ought we not to be 
fond ; as we may be free, so we should not 
be vain ; as we may well stoop to friendly 
complaisance, so we should t^e heed of* 
falling into contemptible levity. If witliont 
wronging others, or derogating from our- 
selves, we can be facetious ; if wo can use 
our wits in jesting innooentlv and conve- 
niently ; we may sometimes do it : but let 
us, in compliance with St. Baul’a direction, 
beware of foolish talking and jthting^ whioh 
are not eonsenlent. 

S Dlomm potiuB aliijimndo pet (let, quam itilmut 
atitoritaWm. — vl, 3 . 

§ Stmd. fnSun t atiilBni. 
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JVrw/j M/* God of ^pmcQ and poace make 
iM jiprfect in evmf good work to do Aw ioi7/, 
working in us that wMok it weU phasing in 
//K stgkt^ through Jesus Chriit ; to whom 
br glory for roer and rver» Ameiiu^ 

SERMON XV. 

AOAm$T HASH Ain> VAIN aWBAtUKO. 

James v. above edl things^ my 

brethren^ swear noi^ i 

AMf)NG t)th(*r precepts of grood life ftoect- | 
in(^ till* practice of virtue and abstinence 
fi oni fcin) St. James doth insert this about 
s^v earing, oouobed in an expression denot- 
ing IiiM ^*eat eamestnosH, and ant to excite 
our special attention. Therein he doth not 
mean iiniversRlly to interdict the use uf 
oaths (for that ui some cases is not only 
lawful, hut very expedient, yea needful, 
and required from us as a duty ;) but that 
swearing which our Lord hadexpre'^sly pro- 
hibited to his disciples, and which tiienee, 
f|Uostimiloss, the brethren to whom St. 
James did write did well understand them- 
M*lv( s obliged to forbear, havinjr learnt so 
in the first catocdiisms of Christian institu- 
tion ; that is, ne«*dlo88 and heedless swear- 
ing in onlinary conversation; a practice 
then frequent in the world, both among 
Jew's and Gentiles ; the which also, to the 
shame of our age, is now so much in fa- 
shion, and with some men in vogue ; the 
invoking God's name, appealing to his 
te«(tiinony, and provokini|r Ins judgment, 
upon any slight occaaion, m common talk, 

V ith lain ineogitanoy, or profane boldness, 
hrom such practice the holy Apostle de- 
horteth in terms importing ms great con- 
cemedness and implying the matter to be 
of highest importance: for, 
saith he, Btfore all things^ my brethren^ do 
not swear; as it ho did apprehend this sin 
of all other to be one of the most heinous 
and pernicious. Could he have said more, 
would he hove said so much, if he had not 
conceived tlm matter to be of exceedix^ 
weight and consequence ? And that it is 
so, I mean now, by God's help, to show 
>ou, by proposing some cousi^ations, 
whereby the hoinouB wickedness, together 
with the monstrous folly, of such rash and 
vain swearing will appear ; the which be- 
ing laid to heart will, 1 hope, effectually 
dissuode and deier from it« 

I. Let us consider the nature of an oath, 
and what we do when we adventure to 
swear. 

It is (as it is phrased In tlie Deoidugue, 

^ UeS xiu.ao.2). 


and otherwhere in holy Scripture*) an oe- 
^ndng the wane of our God^ and applying 
it to our purpose, to coontonance and con- 
firm what we say.* 

It is im invocation of God as a most 
faithful witness concerning the truth of our 
words, or the sincerity of our meaning.^ 

It is an appeal to iaod as a most upright 
Ju^, whether we do wevaricate in as- 
sertuig what we do not believe true, or in 
promising what we are not firmly resolved 
to perform.® 

it is a formal engagement of God to be 
tlie Avenger of our trespassing in violation 
of truth or faith.* 

It is a binding our sotds^ with a most 
strict and solemn obligation, to answer he- 
fore God, and to undergo the issue of his 
judgment about what we affirm or under- 
take. 

Such an oath is represented to us in holy 
Scripture. 

Whexioe we may collect, that swearing 
doth require great modcsiy and composed^ 
ness of spirit, very serioub consideration 
and solientous care, that we be not rude 
and sauicy witli God, in inhiitguphUname^ 
and prostituting it to vile or mean uses; 
that we do not abuse or debase his autho- 
rity, by citing it to a>er falsehoods or im- 
pertinences; that we do not slight his 
venerable justice, by rashly provoking it 
sgabist us; that we do not preeipitantly 
throw our souls into most dangerous snares 
iiTtd intricacies. 

for, let ns reflect and consider : what a 
presumptiim is it without due regard and 
reverence to lay hold on God’s name ; w'lth 
unhallowed bri*ath to vent and toss that 
great and ghriovs^ that most holgy that 
reverend^ lhat fearful and terribie name 
of the Lord our God, the great (Veator, 
the mighty Sovereign, the dreadful Judge 
of all the world;® that name which ril 
heaven with profoundest submission doth 
adore; which the angelical powers, the 
brightest and purest seraphim, without 
hiding their faces and revert utiai horror^ 
cannot utter or hear ; the very thought 
whereof should strike awe tlirough our 
hearts, the mention whereof would outke 
any sober man to tremble ; n## 

* riurittiafirmatitur jurejurando— — aiift Hnmer. 
Ulibuft tntQriHMiltii. turn juciuubuA tom tVHtUnw.'^ 
Sehrtt.M p m, 

t Kum. XXX. S. acv^ir tAwwt xitf 

— Pint, in Capit. Korn. p. 4M. 

• Kxod XX 7 , Prov xxx. 9. * Gen maX SO ; 
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Ariwrw, por baitli St. ChryAostum^* is 
it not absurd^ that a servant should mt dare 
fo call hu master by 7iame^ or bhtiUly and 
ordinarily to mentitm kim; yet that we 
slightly and contemptuous should in our 
mouth toss about the Lord of angels 9 * 

Horn is it not ed^stsrd^ if use have a gar^ 
went heifer than the rest^ that we fofhear to 
use it continually} but tn the most slight and 
eommm way do wear the name of God ? ^ 
How grievous indecency is it, at every 
turn to summon our Maker, and cidl down 
Almighty God from heaven to attend our 
leisure, to vouch our idle prattle, to second 
our giddy passions, to concern his truth, his 
justice, his power, in our trivial afFairs? 

What a wdldness is it to dally with that 
judgment upon which the eternal doom of 
all creatures dependeth, at which the 
Vxrsof Iwavenare astonished} which hurled 
down legions of angels from the top of 
heaven and happiness into the bottomless 
dungeon? the which, as grievous sinners, 
of all tilings we have most reason to dread ; 
and about which no sober man can other* 
wise think, than did that great king, the 
holy Psalmist, who said, My flesh trembUth 
for[ thee^ and lam efraidofthyjy£^mentsJ 
How prodigious a madness is it, with- 
out any constraint or needful cause, to 
incur so horrible danger, to rush upon a 
curse; to defy that vengoance, the least 
touch or breath whereof can dash us to 
nothing, or thrust us down into extreme 
and endless wo ? 

Who caii express Ihe wretchedness of 
that folly which so cutangleth us with in- 
extricable kn(»t8, and enchaineth our souls 
*0 raslily with desperate obligations ? 

Wherefore he tliat would but a little 
mind what he doeth when he dareth to 
swear, what it is to meddlf* with the ador- 
able name, the venerable testimony, the 
formidable judgment, the terrible \enge- 
auce of the Divine Migesty, into what a 
ease he putteth inmscif, how extreme 
hazard he runneth thereby, would as- 
suredly have little heart to swear, witbmt 

f reat^ reason, t|.nd most urgent need ; 

ardly without trembling would he under- 
take the most ne(‘essary and solemn oath ; 
much Cause would he see tf^**!*, to 

athre^ to fear an oath : which to do, the 
divine Preacher maketh the character of a 
jsrood mwi ; As (saith he) is the good^ so 
is the sinner^ and he that smareth^ as he 
that fearith an oath,^ 

^ In tine, even a heathen philosopher, con- 
sidering die nature of an oath, did conclude 
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die unlawfulness thereof in such cases* 
For, Seeing (saith he) an oath doth call 
God for tritJMfSS, and proposeth him flrr 
un^e andvovchef of the things it saith; 
th^efore to induce God so upon occasum 
ofkamm affidrs^ or, which is all o»e, upon 
small and slight accounts^ doth imply eon- 
tempt of him : wherefore we ought wholly 
to shun swearing, excqgt upon occasum of 
highest necessity^ 

11. We may^ consider, that swearing 
(agreeably to its nature, or natural apt!- 
tifie and tendency), is represented in holy 
Scripture as a ^eclal part of religious 
worship, or devotion toward God ; in the 
due performance whereof we do avow him 
for the true God and Governor of the 
World ; we pioudy do acknowledge his 
principal attributes and special preroga- 
tives ^is omnipresence and omniscience, 
exten^ng itself to our most inward 
thoughts, our secretest purposes, our clo- 
sest retirements ; his watchful providexu>o 
over all our actions, affairs, and concerns ; 
his faithful goodness, in favouring truth 
and protecting right ; his exact justice, iii 
patronising sineeri^, and chastising perti- 
diousness ;) his being supreme Lord over 
all persons, and Judge paramount in ail 
causes; bis readiness in our need, upon 
our humble imploration and reference, to 
undertake the arbitration of matters eon- 
trovcrled, and the care id administering 
justice, for the maintenance of truth and 
right, of loyalty and fidelity, of order and 
peace among men. Swearing doth also in- 
timate a pious trust and confidence in God; 
as Aristotle observeth.t 

Such tilings a serious onth doth imply, 
to such purposes swearing naturally scr- 
veth : and therefore to signify or effectuate 
them, divine institution hath devoted it. 

God, in goodness, to such ends, hath 
pleased to lend us his great name ; allow- 
ing us to cite him for a witness, to have 
recourse to his bar, to engage his justice 
and power, whenever the case deserveth 
and requircth it, or when we cannot by 
other means well assure tlio sincerity of 
our meaning, or secure the constancy of 
our resolutions. 

Yea in such exigencies he doth exact 
tills practice from us, as an instance of oui* 
religious confidencG in him, and os a sci*< 
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vice condacil^le to hw glory; for it is a 
precept in hif» law, of morid nature, and 
ctorna] obligation, Thou ahaU fear thf» 
Lord thy God; hm ahoU thau seroe^ and 
to him shtdt thoa cleaw^ and ahail awe(^ 
by his name^ It is the character of a reli- 
{^ons man to swear with due reverence 
upright conscience. For, The him (saith 
the Psalmist) a&aU rejoioe in €hii every 
one that menreth by him akaU glory: but 
the numth of them t^ speak lies shall hr 
stoppefL”^ It is a distinctive mark of God’s 
people, according to that of the Prophet 
Jeremy, And it shall come to pasa^ if they 
vAd dtligmtly hnm the ways of my people^ 

to auteur by my name then ahoU th^ he 

huili in the midst of my jteoplr.^ It is pre- 
dicted concerning the evangelical times, 
Utdo me every knre shad bow^ every tongue 
shall swear; and, That lie who hhsaeth htm* 
self in the earthy shall bless himself bp the 
God of truth; and he that awearetk in the 
ea7th^ shall smar by the God of truth.^ 

As therefore all other acts of devotion, 
wherein immediate application is made to 
the Divine Majesty, should never be per- 
formed without most heart) intention, 
most serious consideratiou, most lowly \ 
reverence ; so ntitlier sliould this grand 
one, wherein Gtwl is so nearly touched, 
and his chief attributes so much concern- 
ed: the which indeed doth involve both 
prayer and praUe, doth require the most 
dev otional acts of faith and fear. 

We therefore should so perform it as not 
to incur that i ^ j>ruof . This people drttweih 
vigil unto me with their mouthy and httmar-^ 
eth me u lih their lips^ hut their heart is far 
from 

When we seem most formally to avow 
God, to confess his omnisciem^e, to con- 
iide in bis justice ; wc should not really 
disregard him, and in efteet signify, that 
we do not thina he doth know what we 
say, or mind what we do. 

It we do presume to otthr this service, 
we should do it in the manner appointed 
himself, acording to the conditions pro- 
^erilK‘diu the Prophet: THoa shall swear ^ 
The Lard Uoeih^ in truths injudgfnent^ and 
in righteousness:'^ in truths taking heed 
that our meaning be conformable to the 
s(mse of our words, and oiir words to the 
verity of things; injwlgnwnt^ having with 
careful deliberation esamined and weighed 
that which we a>scrt or proinibe ; in right- 
eousness^ being satisfied in eouscienee, that 
we do not therein infringe any rule of 
piety toward God, of equity toward men, 

» Iksit. a. 20; vi 13 w Pwi. ixhh • Jcr. 

1C. Ua. xlv 23 , Kv. IC f Matt, sv* Si 
IMIKVU. 13. 'iJoi.iv. 2. 


143 

of sobriety and discretion in regard to our- 
selves. 

The cause of our swearing must be 
needfW, or very expedient ; the design of 
it must be honest and useful to consider- 
able purposes (tending to God’s honour, 
our neighbour’s benefit, our own wel&re ;) 
the matter of it should be not only just 
and lawful, but worthy and weighty; the 
manner ought to be grave and solemn, our 
mind being framed to earnest attention, 
and cnduca with pious ofibetions suitable 
to the occa&ion. 

Otherwise, if we do venture to swear, 
without due advice and care, without much 
respect and awe, upon any alight or vain 
(not to say IhuI or unlawful) occasion ; we 
then desecrate swearing, and are guilty of 
profaning a most sacred ordinance; the 
doing so doth imply base hypocrisy, or 
lewd mockery, or abominable wantunness 
and folly ; in boldly invading, and vainly 
trifling with the mo^t august duties of re- 
ligion.' Such swearing, werefore, is very 
dishonourable and injurious to God, very 
prejudicial to religion, very repugnant to 
I i«ety. 

I III. We may consider that the swearing 
prohibited is very noxious to human society. 

The wat prop of society (which up- 
holdeih the safety, peace , and welfare there- 
of, in observing laws, dispenung justice, 
discharging trusts, keeping contracts, and 
holding good correspondence inutuallv) is 
conscience, or a sense of duty toward God, 
obliging to perform what is right and equal; 
qui^ened by hope of rewards, and fear of 
punishments from him: secludinj^ which 
principle, no worldly consideration & strong 
enough to hold men fast; or can farther 
dispose many to do right, or observe faith, 
or hold peace, tlian appetite, or interest, 
or humour (things very slippery and un- 
certuin) do sway them. 

Thai men should live honestly, quietly, 
and comfortably together, it is needful th^ 
they should live under a sense of God’s 
will, and in awe of the divine jvower, hoping 
to please (jfod, and fearing to offend nun, 
by their behaviour res^ctively. 

That justice should be adimnbtcred be- 
tween men, it is necessary that testimonies 
of fact be aUeged ; and that witnesses shoqld 
apprehend themselves greatly obliged to 
discover the truth, according to their cron- 
science, in dark and doubtfiiu cases. 

That men should uprightly Charge 
offices serviceable to public good, it doth 
behove that they bo firmly engaged to per- 
form the trusts reposed in them. 

^ ' Matt av, 7, s. 
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Tlwit in affairs of v^rv ctinsidcrable 
iin]iortaufe, Tiieii should deal with one an- 
other with satibfaclionof mind and mutual 
v()ufi^lenvp^ thvy niw>t iunnpotvut 

aNburuuLes coneeniing tUo inli'ginty, fide- 
Vity^ and eonstanoy eaeh of otlicr. 

That the safety of governors may be 
pr*‘served, and Uie obeaifuiee due to them 
inaintaini'd secure Ironi attempts to which 
they ai*e liable (by the trt'achery, levity, 
perverseness, tiinoroiisness, ambition, all 
such lusts and ill humours of men), it is 
expedient that men should be tied with the 
sirietest ban\i» of allegiance. 

I’liut controversies emergent about the 
intert^sts of men should bo deteriniued, and 
an end put to strife by peremptory and 
satisfactory means, is plainly iiecessai'y for 
common quiet. 

\V horeforc, for the* public interest and 
benefit of humiin society, it is requisite that 
the highest obligations pohsihle should he 
isiid upon the consejenees of men. 

And such are those of oaths, engaging 
them to fidelity and constancy in all such 
ca^es, out of regard to Almighty (rod, as 
tlio infallible Patron of truth and right, 
the miavoidable Chastiser of perfidiousiiess 
and improbity. 

To such purposes, therefore, oaths liave 
ever been ajpplied, as the most effectual in- 
struments ot working them j nut only among 
the follow'ers of true and perfect iVligioii, 
but oven among all those vho had any 
glimmering notions conc(*rning a Di\ ine 
power and providence ; who ha^ e deemed 
an oath tlie fastest tio of conscieneo, and 
h(dd the violation of it for llie ino^t detest- 
able iui])iety and iniquit}. So that wind 
Cicero saith of the Homans, th«it tAf'ir an- 
cestim hail no hand to constrain faith more 
strait tlwn tm out A,* is true of all other 
nations; common reason not being able to 
dc^ i$e any engagement more obliging than 
it ; it being in the nature of things i^^vratut 
vtSTtf, auu i¥i:^vpo¥'* the 

utnxjst assurance, (he last resort of hun.an 
faith, the surest pledge tliat any man nan 
yi^ld of his trustiness. Hence evor in trans- 
actions of highest moment this hath been 
nW to bind the faith of men. 

Hereby nations have be^n wont to ratify 
leagues <»f peace and amity between eafci 
other (which Ihirefore the Greeks called 

)t 

Hereby piinces ha\c obliged their sub- 
jects to loNalty: and it liath over been the 

* Nullum omm vmfulum ad adfstiiuptnulant ftdem 
jui «>.luraiido majors ^ ai ct luit e6(M> 'i oiuti uitt L it. dt 
0 § ui 
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Strongest argument to nve^'- that <lniy, 
which the l*r(*JiclitT iiselli: I mnn^et th\*e 
to keep the kind's Vinmnf/ndmnti^ and t hut 
tH rff»(/rd of the oath af Om/. ^ 

Hereby gcnwabi have (‘Ugaged their sol- 
diers to slick close to tbem, in b»*iiring 
haidships and encountfring dangers." 

Hereby tlio nuptial leagut* kith been 
confirmed; the solemnization whereof in 
temples b<*fore God is in eftcct a most sa- 
cred oath. 

Hereon the decision of the greatest causes 
concerning the lives, estates, and reputa- 
tions of men have dtpended; so that, nn 
the Ajiostle saith, an oath for confirmation 
is to th'm an vml of all itrife*' 

Indeed such hath the need hereof been 
ever apprehended, that we may olwervc, in 
cases <d* great importance, no otlicr olili- 
gation hath been admitted for suificient to 
bind the fidelity and constancy of the most 
credible persons ; so that even the best men 
hai'dly could trust the best men without it. 
For instance, 

When Ahiin<*loch would assure to him- 
self tJie friendship of Abraham, allliough 
h<* knew' him to be a v< ry j»ious and riglit- 
eous jierson, who.se word might be as v ell 
taken as any maif •», yet, for entire sdlb- 
factioii, he thus spakt* to him : Gorf k ivith 
thecin all that thou dacst; now therefote 
swear vnto me here hj God^ that thou m/t 
not deal fahely with nu."" 

Abraham, though he did niuclj confide in 
the honest \ of his servant Eliezer, luuiiig 
entrusted liim with all his estate, yet in 
the affair eoncerning the marriage of his 
son, he could not but thus oblige him : 
Put (saith he) I pray thcc.^ thy hand under 
my thigh ; and 1 will make thee svTitr by the 
Lord^ the God of heaven^ and the God of 
the earthy that thou wilt not take a wife unto 
my son of the daughters of the (Jnnaatiiies.^ 
Laban had good experitmee of .laeob’s 
Melitv; yet that would not satisfy, but, 
The JLord (said he) whUcH h iwei'ii nte and 
thee^ when wq are absent one from amUheif 
Jf thou shalt afflict my daugfUers.^ or if thou 
hhali take other mves beside my daughters^ 
no man u withm; see^ G*ni is vitness />c- 
tween thee and pm. The God of Abraham^ 
and the God of Nahor^ the ( iod of their 
fidher^Jtaige betwixt us.^ 

So did Jacob make Joseph sicear^ that 
be would hnry him, in Cammi: and Joseph 
causfd the children of Israel to swear ^ that 
tl »«7 would tnmslote his bones. ' So did 
Jonathon cnvse his belo\ed tVii'iid Dartd 
to sircar^ that ht* would shoiv hindnem to 

♦ FrrltH* ^lii 2. « n. ' fjtb 
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/;/w, ant] to Ms house for ever,^ The pni- 
cltMK'o of wliich course the event shoueth., 
tlie total excision of Jonatlian’s family' being’ 
thei eb) pre^ enled ; for. The King^ it is said, 
spaied Mephibosheth the son of Jomthm.^ 
ht*vnufe of the jA>rd$ oath tkai voces between 
theiii,^ 

TheM* in.stAnc(*s declare, that tliere is no 
spcuvitv which n»cn can yield < ouipurahlc 
to that of an oath ; the obiigntion whereof 
iio miin M ilfulJy can infringe, without re- 
nouncing the fear of God, and any pretence 
to his fiuour/ 

WhtTtfore human society will be e\- 
trcniclv wronged and danniitied by the 
tlis'^olvuig or slackenhig the'^e most sacred 
hands of conseicneo: and eonsequently by 
their ootninon and careless use ; which soon 
will breed a contempt of them, and ren- 
der lliem insignificant, either to bind the 

carers, or to ground a tmst on their 
oatlis. 

As bylht rare and reverent use of oaths 
their dignity is upheld, and their tibligation 
kept fist ; so by the frequent and nt^Hgent 
apj»li»*:iiioii of them, by the prohtituting 
tlieni to t V cry mean and toyish puiposc, their 
r''sp(*<-t will be qui*^* lost, their ^tlM•ugth 
will be loosed, they will prove unser\ice- 
ttbb‘ to public use. 

If oatlis generally Iwcomc cheap and vile, 
V bat will that of allegiance .signify? If men 
are wont to play with Hwcaring anywhere, 
can w e expect they should be serious and 
strict therein at th<‘bar, or in the church? 
Will tlu\> reguril God's testimony, or dread 
hi" judgment, in one place, or at onetime, 
when e\ery where upon any, upon no oc- 
casion they (hue to confront and contemn 
them? Who, then, will be the more trusted 
f(»r s>\ caring? What satisfaction will any 
ii'an have Irum il? The rifeness of this 
practice, as it is th • sign, so it will la? the 
cause, of a general diffidence among men. 

Inert dibit therefore is the mischief which 
thi -v vain practice w ill bring in to the pnhlic ; 
tlcprning prinets of their licst st'cnrity , ex- 
pt» inir the (‘Slates of private men to nneer- 
taiiity, shaking all the confiihnicc men can 
liiuc in the faith of one aiv.lhcr. 

I'or wLioh detriments accruing from this 
abust‘ to the public, ev('ry vain swearer Is 
responsible; and he would <lo well to con- 
sider, that he will never he able to make 
reparation for them. And the public is 
roach concerned that this enormity be re- 
tj {‘iiehcd. 

IV.^ Let us consider, that rash and vain 
S'*, caring is very aj>t often to bring tlie 


■ *?««». XX. 14, IS. 17. S a Sjim. XXI. 7 
(1 EinirB I. VI , Ezra x. 5 , N’eh. \ 12 ( \hj. 35 
VOL. I. 


practiser of it into that most homble sin 
of pcrjur\. Tor false su'emng, as the 
Hebrew wi»-e Man saifh, mtnnjilly sprhig 
eth onf of mnvh swearvtg:* and, Jh' (saitb 
Chrysostom ) that m-earidh covfinunlhj^hoik 
ttUhnghj and vnwillinghj^ both igiutrantly 
and knoinnghj^ both in earnest and in sporty 
being often transported by auger ^ and m "ny 
other things^ mil frequently forwear. It xa 
i mfe^sed and maidfest^ that it i ? uta r'*® /r// 
for him that strear* th fnurh^ to ht perjnnom, 
\fAr^n,>tv yft» Ft.i (-aiih he atmio; 

it i\ impumbl(\ it h wqmssihle for a mouth 
addicted to sicearing^ not fn^jut tiify to for- 
hUKor.^ lie thill swearctli at random, as 
blind pa.ssion inoveth, or vvaiiton fancy 
proniptetb, or the temi»tf r suggesteth, ofte* 
win hit up<*o asserting thiit wliich is false, 
or proniihinif that which is impossible: 
that want of eontcicncc and of consider- 
ation which do suffer him to violate God's 
law* in swearing, will betray him to tlw 
venting of lies, which baek^d with oaths 
become perjuries. If sometime what he 
sw'caretli doth hap}H*n to be true and per- 
formable, it d(»th not free him of guilt; 
it being his fortune, rather than his care 
or c(»nscicLUv, which keep(‘th him ft*oia 
jierjury . 

V. Such sw'earing commonly will induce 
a man to bind himsilf h\ oath to unlawful 
practices ; and consequently will entangle 
him in a woful necessity, either of breaking 
Lis oath, or of doing worse, and committing 
wickednos«: so that Au»e«rfw 4 r, as St. Chry- 
sostom .saitli. hath this misery attemling 
if, thot^ both transgressed and observed y it 
plagmih tho^e mho are gidlty ofit,X 

Of this perplexity the holy Scripture 
affi’rdcth two mutable instances; the one 
of Saul, forced to break his rash oaths; 
the other of Herod, being engaged thereby 
to r(«nnut a TiK»st liorri(i murder.* 

Had Saul observed his oaths, what in- 
jury had he done, what misohif f had he pro- 
duced, in slaughtei'ing his most worthy and 
most iunocciil son, tlu* prop and glory of 
his faunly, the bulwark of his country , and 
the grand instrument of salvation to it; in 
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forcing tho people to violate tl>eir cross 
oatli, and for preventson of one, causing 
many perjuries? He wna therefore fain to 
desist, nud lie und^ the guilt of breaking 
hib oaths.* 


And for Herod, the excellent Father 
thus prcssetli the consideration of Ins case ; 
7^akc,'saith he, I beseecfi ike chopped 
off head of St John^ asud his team Stood 
yet trickling dovm*; each of yov hear it home 
uith you^ and conceive that before youreyes 
you hear it uttering speech^ esnd saying^ JSm- 
brace the murderer of «ie, an oath. That 
which reproof itoty this an oath did do; 
that which tlw tyrant's wrath could not^ this 
the neccsdfy of keeping an oath did ffect. 
For when the tyrant V)a<t reprohendeapub^ 

a in the audience of all men^ he hracehj 
bear the rebake; hut when he Had cast 
himself into the necessity of oaths^ then did 
he cat off that hlnssed head, * 

VI. Likcwih(* the vbc of rash swearing 
M ill often ruf^ige a man in undertakings 
vury inconvenient and detrimental to him- 
seif. A man is bound to perform his wu^s 
to the Lord^ whatever they be, whatever 
damage or trouble tbence may accrue to 
him, if tlicy be not unlawful.^ It is the law, 
I'kat which is gone oat of thy lips^ thou shult 
keep md perform. It is the property of a 
good man, that He sweareth to his own hurty 
and changeth rwt,^ Wherefore it is the part 
of a sober man, to be well advised what he 
doth swear or vow religiously ; that he do 
not put himself into the inextricable strait 
of eoluraitting great sin, or undergoinggreat 
inconvenience ; that he do not rush into that 
Miare of which the Wise Jlan speaicth, It 
is a smire to a mm to devour that which is 
to bwaUow a sacred obligation), and 
to make inquiry seeking how in* 
U^^sengage himself : the doing which is 
a iSlly ofteuHive to God, as the Preacher 
tetletb us : When (salth he) iftou vowest a omc 
tado Gody defer not to pay %t ; for he hath 
no pleasure in foob: pay that which thou 
hist God will not admit our fully 

ill Vowing, as a plea or an excuae for non* > 
jytrformance ; he will exact it from us both 
ana due debt, and os a proper punishment 
of our impious folly. 

i' )r instance, into what loss and mischief, 
what sorrow', what i egret and repentance, 
did the uiiA<l\ised vow of Jephtha throw 
liiiii? tlic performance whereof, as St. 
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Chrysostom romorkctli, God did permit, 
and i^rder to be comniemoratod with so- 
lemn lamentatiim, that all posterity might 
be admonished thereby, and deten*ed from 
such precipitant swearing. 

VIZ. Let U.S consider, that swearing is a 
sin of all others pccultarly clamorous, and 
provocative of Divine judgment. God is 
Wdly so much concerned, or in a manner 
constrained, to punish any o^er sin as this. 
He is bound inhonour and interest to vin- 
dicate his name from the abuse, his autho- 
rity from the contempt, his holy ordinance 
from the profanation, which it doth infer. 
He is concenicd to take care that his pro- 
vidoneo be not questioned, that the di'ead 
of his majesty he not voided, that all reli- 
gion be not overthrown by the outi'ugeous 
commission thereof with impunity. 

It immediately toueheth his name, it ex- 
pressly colleth upon him to mind it, to judge 
it, to show himself in avenging it. He may 
seem deaf or unconcerned, if, being so called 
and provoked, ho doth not dedare himself. 

I There is understood to bi* a kind of for- 
mal rom])act between him and mankind, 
obliging liim to interpose, to take the mat 
ter into his cognizance, being specially ad- 
dressed to him. 

The bold swearer doth importime him 
to hear, doth rouse him to mark, doth brave 
him to judge and punish his wickedness. 

Hence no wonder that the flying roily a 
quick and inevitable curscy doth surprise 
the siveareTy and cut him offy as it is in 
the Prophet. ‘ No wonder that so manj re- 
markable iuhtancos do occur in history, of 
signal \engeauce indicted on persons no- 
tably guilty of this crime. No wonder that 
a coimnon practice therooi‘doth fetch dow n 
1 public judgments ; and tliat, as the Prophets 
of old did proc*laim, because of swearing the 
haul mounuith,^ 

Ylll. Farther (passing over the special 
liiWB against it, the nuschievous conse- 
quences of it, the sore punishments ap- 
pointed to it), we may consider, that to 
common sense vain swearing is a very un- 
reasonable and ill-favoured practice, gi'cutly 
misbecoming any sober, worthy, or honest 
person 5 but especially most absurd and in- 
congruous to a Christian. 

For in ordinary conversation what need- 
ful or reasonable occaKion can intervene of 
violating this command? If there come un- 
dep discourse a matter of reason, which is 
evidently true and certain, then wliat need 
can there be of an oath to affirm it, it suf- 
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to fvpose it lo light, or to jU’opogo 
thi* ovJ/Jt*JK*es for it? if an ohscuri* or 
tloubtful point come to bo ^lehated, it will 
not l)oar m oath, it wilt be n strange 
inedm^^s to dare, a j^eat folly to hope the 
IiersuAding it thereby. What were menre 
ridiculous than to swear the truth of a 
demonstrable theorem ? What more vain 
than hO to assert a disputable problem? 
Oaths, like uagers, are in such eases no 
argumeixls*, i xcept of silliness in the users 
of them. 

If a matter of history b<* started, then 
if a man be talten for honest, his word 
Will puss for attestation without farther 
usburunce : but if his veracity or probity be 
doubted, his oath will not '^be relh^ on, 
especially when he doth obtrude it. For it 
uoH no less truly than acutely said by the 
old poet, Oi* iTia-rjft dXX* Sfiitm 

f If," The man doth not get credit from an 
oath , but an oath from the mm : and a greater 
author, An oath (saith S t. Chrysostom) dhtA 
not make a mm credible^ hut the testimony 
of hfs life^ and the exactness of Am convert 
sathm^ and a good repute. Many often hane 
bur^t mth sreearing^ and persuaded no man; 
otheri* only nodding haoe deserved more he* 
Vu f than those v ho have swore so mighiify* 
Wherefore oath«i, is they are frivolous 
coming from a person of little worth (»r 
conscience, so they are superfluous in the 
mouth of an honest and worthy person; 
yea, as they do not increase the credit of 
the former, so they may impair that of die 
latter. 

A good man (as Socrates did say) should 
cpjmrentty so demean himself^ that hU word 
way be deenod more ( redihle than an oath ;t 
the constant tenor of his practice vouching 
lor it, and giving it such weight that no 
asse\ oration can farther corroWate it. 

He should rd, swear by his 

good decds^ and exhibit a life 

flewrving bclifft as Clemens Alexaudrimis" 
saitti : so that no man should desire more 
from him than hi^ bare assertion ; but wil- 
lingly should yield him the privilege which 
the Athenians panted to Xenocrifub, that 
he should testily without sweariug.:|; 

lie should be like the Essenos, of whom 
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Josephus saith, that every tiling spoken by 
them was more valid than au oatli; whence 
they declined swearing.* 

He^ should so much confide in his own 
veracity and ddolity, and so much stand 
upon them, that he should not deign to 
offer any pledge for them, impl}ing them 
to want confirmation. 

He should (as St. Hierome saith) so 
love truths that he shoutd suppose himself 
to have sworn whatsoever he hath s(dd;\ 
and therefore should not be apt to heap 
another oath on his words. 

Ujion such accounts common reason di* 
rectiHl oven Pagan wise men wholly to in- 
terdict swearing in ordinary converaaiion, 
or aliout ]>etty matters, as an irrational and 
immoral practice, unworth} of sober and 
discreet persons. Forbear swearing about 
any matter^ said Plato, cited by Clem. Alex.t 
Avoid swearing^ if you cotm, wholly^ said 
Epictetus. § For money su’ear by no god^ 
though yim su^ar truly , said Isocrates. |) And 
divers the like jireoepts occur in other hea- 
thens ; the mention whereof may well sene 
to strike shame into many loose and vain 
people, liearing the name of Cfari^^tians. 

Indeed, for a true and real Christian, 
this practice doth especially in a far lugher 
degree misbecome mm, upon consiiWa- 
lions peculiar to his high calling and holy 
profession. 

Plutarch tcUeth us, that among the Ro<- 
tnans the Flamen of Jupiter was not per- 
ndtted to swear: of which law amox^ other 
n^ons he assigneth this ; Beeause tt is not 
handsome ^ that tie ^ towhom divine and great* 
eH things are entrusted^ should be distrusted 
about small maffers.% The which reason 
may well be applied to excuse every Chris- 
tinn from it, who is a priest to tne most 
High God, and bath the most celestial and 
important matters eoncreditc<l to him ; in 
comparison to ithich all other matters tae 
very mean and ineonsiderahle. I'he dig- 
nity of his rank should render his word, 
verbum honoris^ passable without any far* 
th«T engagement. He hath ojiinions of 
things, he liath undertaken practices in- 
consistent with swearing. For he that 
firmly doth belieie that God is ever pre- 
sent with liim, an auditor and witness of 
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«Illi|s discourse $ he&idiispersikedad that 
a severe judgment shall fm on him^ 
wherein he must give tm (fveeunijbr every 
uSe mrd^ which slippeth from mm, and 
%vherein, among other offenders, assuredlj 
liars will he condemned to the burnmg 
lake he that in a great sacraanent (once 
most solemnly taken, and firequently re- 
newed) hath engag^ and sworn, together 
with all other Divine commandments, to 
observe those winch most expressly do 
chaige him to be exactly just, ffuthful, and 
veracious in all his words and deeds ; who 
therefore, should be ready to say with 
David, J h'joe sicorn, wtd mn sUdfastly 
jmrmsed to keep thy righteous judgments;^ 
to niin e\ery word hath the force of an 
oath;* every lie, every breach of promise, 
every violation of faith, doth involve per- 
jury: for him to swear, is false heraldry, 
an impertinent accumulation of one oath 
upon another : he of all man should disdain 
to allow that his words are not perfectly 
credible, that his promise is not secure, 
without being assured by an oath, 

IX. Indeed the practice of swearii^^ 
greatly disparageth him that useth it, and 
derogateth from his credit upon divers 
accounts. 

It signifieth (if it signifieth any thing), 
that he doth not confide in his own reputa- 
tion, and judgeth his own bai*e word not 
to deserve credit; for why, if he taketb 
his word to be good, doth he back it with 
asseverations? why, if he deemeth his (»wn 
honesty to bear proof, doth he cite Heaven 
to warrant it ? 

It is (saith St. Basil) a very foul and 
sHIkf thing for a man to acctise himself o? 
mumthy of helUf^ and to proffer an oath 
for seomity*^ 

By so doing a man doth authorise others 
to distrust him : for it can be no wrong to 
distrust him, who doth not pretend to be 
a credible person, or that his saying alone 
may safely be taken ; who, by suspecthig 
that others are not satisfied with his simple 
assertion, implieth a reason known to him- 
self for it. 

It rendereth whatever he saith to be in 
reasun suspicious, as discovering him void 
of conHCieuce and discretion ; for he that 
flatly, against the rules of duty and reason, 
will swear vainly, wliat can engage him to 
apeak truly ?{ He that is so loose in so clear 
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and so considerable a point of obedience 
to God, how con he be supposed staunch 
in regard to any other? It being (as Aris- 
totle hath it) the part of the same men 1o 
do ill things^ and not to regard forstvearing.^ 
It wiU at least eonstrsun any man to suk- 
pect all his discourse of vanity and unad* 
visedness, seeing he plainly hath no care 
to bridle his tongue nrom so gross an of- 
fence. 

It is strange, therefore, that any man of 
honour or honesty should not scorn, by 
such a practice, to shake liis own credit, 
or to detract from the validity of his word ; 
which should stand firm on itself, and not 
want any attestation to support it. It is a 
privilege of htmourable persons, that they 
arc excused from swearing, and that their 
verbum honoris jiasseth in lieu of an oath : 
is it not then strange, tliat when others 
dispense with them, they should not dis- 
pense with themsehes; hut voluntarily 
degrade themselves, and with sin forfeit 
so noble a privilege? 

X, To excuse these faults, the swearer 
will be forced to confess, that his oaths are 
no more than waste and insignificant words ; 
deprecating being taken for serious, or tt> 
he understood that he meaneth any thing 
by them ; hut only that he useth them as 
expletive phrases, tlrnxrkf}»^fft¥ xayoo * to 
plump his speech, and fill up sentences. 
But such pleas do no more than suggest 
oUier faults of swearing, and good argu- 
ments against it ; its impertinence, its 
abuse of speech, its dis{^a<*ing the prac- 
tiser of it in point of judgment and capa- 
city. For so it is, oaths as they commonly 
pass are mere excrescences of speech, which 
do nothing but encumber and deform it ; 
they sf) embellish discourse, as a won or a 
scab do beautify a face, as a patch or a 
spot do adoi*n a garment. 

To what purpose, I pray, is God's name 
hooked and haled into our idle talk ? why 
should we so often mention him, when we 
do not mean any thing about him ? W ould 
it not, into every sentence to foist a dog 
or a horse fto intrude Turkish, or any 
barbarous gibberish), be altogether as pro- 
per and pertinent? 

What do these superfluities signify, but 
that Ike venter of them doth little skill the 
use of speech, or the rule of conversation, 
but meflneth to sputter and prat any thing 
without judgment or wit ; that his inven- 
tion is very barren, his fancy beggarly, 
craving the aid of any stuff to relieve it ? 
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One would think a man of sen&e should 
grudge to lend his ear or incline his atten- 
tion to such motley ragged discourse ; that 
without nauseating, he source should en- 
dure to observe men lavishing time, and 
8<juandering their breath so frivolously. It 
is an affront to good company to pester it 
with such talk. 

XL But farther, upon higher accounts 
this is a very uncivil aud unmannerly prac- 
tice. 

Some vain persons take it for a genteel 
and graceful thing, a special accomplish- 
ment, a mark of fine breeding, a point of 
high gallantry : fur who, forsooth, is the 
brave spark, the complete gentleman, the 
man of conversation and address, but he 
that hath Uie skill ami eoniidenoe (O hea- 
vens ! how mean a skill ! how mad a con- 
hdenco!) to lard every sentence with an 
oath or a cur»e ; making bold at every 
turn to salute his Maker, or to summon 
him in attestation of his tattle ; not to say, 
calling and challenging the Almighty to 
damn and destroy him ? Such a conceit, 
I say, too many have of swearing, because 
a custom thereof, together with divers 
other fund and baf>e qualities, hath pre- 
vailed among some people, bearing the 
name and garb of gentlemen. 

But in truth there is no practice more 
crossing the genuine nature of geutcelness, 
or misl^comiug persons well born and well 
bred ; who should excel the rude vulgar 
in goodness, in courtesy, in nobleness of 
heart, in nnwi]lingnes*« to ofFeud, and rea- 
diness to oblige tliose with whom they con- 
verse, in steady composedness of mind and 
manners, in disdatmng to say or do an} 
imworthy, auv unhandsome things. 

I’Vr this praidice is not only a gross 
rudeness towai*d the main body of men, 
w ho justly 1 e\ crence the uamo of God, and 
detest such an abuse thereof; not only, 
further, an insolent defiance of tlie com- 
mon profession, the religion, the law of 
our country, which disalloweth and con- 
demneth it; but it is very odious and 
offensive to any particular society or com- 
pany, at least wherein there is any sober 
person, any who retuinetli a sense of ^od- 
ncss, OF is any wise concerned for God's 
honour: for to any such person no lan- 
guage can he more msgustful ; notliing can 
more grate his ears, or fret his heart, than 
to bear the sovereign object of his love and 
esteem so mocked aud slighted ; to see the 
law of his Prince so disloyally infringed, 
so contemptuously trampled on; to find 
his best Friend and Benefactor so outra- 
geously abused. To give him the lie, were 


a compliment; to spit in his free, were an 
oblmtion, in oomparison to this usage. 

Wherefore it is a wonder, that any person 
of rank, any that hath in him a spark of in- 
genuity, or doth at all protend to good man- 
ners, should find in his heart, or deign to 
comply with so scurvy a fashion ; a fashion 
much more befitting the scum of the people, 
than the fiower of the gentry ; yea, rather 
much below any man endued with a scrap 
of reason, or a grain of goodness. Would 
we bethink ourselves, modest, sober, and 
pertinent discourse would appear far more 
enerous and masculine, than such mad 
cetoring the Almighty, such boisterous 
iusiilting over the received laws and ge- 
neral notions of mankind, such ruffianly 
fewaggeriug against sobriety aud goodness. 
If gentlemen would regard the virtues of 
their ancestors, the founders of their quoh 
Uty ; that gallant coiu'agc, tliat solid wib- 
dom, that niible courtesy, wdiioh advanced 
their families, and severed them from tlie 
vul|w; this degenerate wantonneas and 
sordidness of language would return to the 
dunghill, or rather, wldch (jrqd grant, be 
quite banished from the w orld ; the vulgar 
following tlieir example. 

XI 1. Farther, the words of our Lord, 
when he forbad this practice, do suggest 
another consideration against it, deducible 
from the causes and sources of it ; from 
whence it cometh, tliat men are so inclined 
or addicted thereto : Let (smtb he) ymr 
f*ommurdcation Ac, Fan, yea; JVo^, nay: 
fot whaUaeoer is more than these cometh of 
po»7,* The ri>ots of it he U'^sureth us are 
evil, and therefore the fruit canuot be 
good : it is no grape which growoth from 
thorns, or fig from thistles. Consult t*x- 
perieuce, and observe whence it dotli pro- 
ceed. 

Sometlmi^s it ariseth from exorbitant 
lieats of spirit, or transports of unbridled 
pocKHion. When a man is keenly peevish, 
or fiercely angry, or eagerly coutciitious, 
then he blustereth, and dist'hargeth his 
oholor in most tragical strains ; then he 
would fright the ohjeets of hivs displeasure 
^ the most violent expressions thereof. 
This is sometimes alleged in excuse of rash 
swearing; i was provoked^ the swearer 
will sav, I am in passion : but it is strange 
that a bad cause should justify a bad effect ; 
that one crime should wairaut another; 
that w hat would spoil a good action should 
excuse a had one. 

Sometimes it proeeedeth from arrogant 
conceit, and a tyrannical humour ; when a 
man fondly admiretb his own opinion, and 

V 37 



150 AOAINft BASH AND VAiN SWEARIKa [hruvoh xt. 


affecting to ixicipoMi it <m ia thence 

moved to thwiihk it <ni hdth htky aaseve- 
rations. 

Sometimes tt usueth from wantonness 
and ievity of mind, disposing a man to ^lort 
with any thing, how serious, how grave, 
how sacred and venerable soever.^ 

SnmetimeB its rise is from stupid in- 
advertency, or beady precipitancy ; when 
the man doth not hoed what ho saith, or 
consider the nature and oonsequenee of his 
words, but snatcheth any ^ression which 
cometli next, or which his roving frncy 
dotli offer ; foV want of that caution of the 
Psalmist, 7 said, /mil take heed to my ivays^ 
that 1 sin not reith my : I will hep 
my mouth with a hricUe^ mile the wkhed is 
htfore we*"' 

Sometimes (alas ! how often in this mi- 
serable age !) it doth spring from profane 
boldness ; when men doidgn to put atiii'onts 
on religion, and to display their scorn and 
spite against conscience ; aifreting tho re- 
putation of stout blades, of gallant hec- 
tors, of resolute giants, who daro do any 
thing, who are not afraid to defy heaven, 
and oravo God Almighty himself. 

Sometimes it is derived from apish hnita- 
tlon, or a humour to comply with a fashion 
current among vain and dissolute persons.^ 

It always doth come from a great defect 
of conscience, of reverence to God, of love 
to goodness, of discretion and sober regard 
to the weliliwo of a man's soul. i 

From such tvidentiy vicious and unwor- 
thy sources it prooeedeth, and therefore 
must needs be very cul{)able. No good, 
no wise man, can like actions drawn from 
such principles.* Farther, 

XIU. This oflfbuco may be particularly 
aggravated by considering, that it hath no 
fcttong temptatiou alluring to it; that it 
yieldeth no sensible advantage; that it 
most easily may bo avoided or corrected. 

JSoery Sin (saith St. Chrysostom) /la/A not 
the same punishment; but those things which 
may easily be reformed do bring on us greater 
panishments ;* and wliat can be mure easy, 
than to reform this fault? Tell me (saith 
he) what difficulty^ what sweaty what art, 
what hazordy what more doth it require^ 
side a little core,! to abtain wholly from it? 
It is but willing, or rc solving on it, and it 
is instantly done: for there is not aiiy na- 
tural inclination disposing to it, any strong 
appetite to detain us under its power* 
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It gratifieth no sense, it yicldeth no pro- 
fit, it procureth no honour ; for the sound 
of it is not very melodious, and no man 
surely did ever get an estate by it, or was 
preferred to dignity for it. U patlicr to 
any good oar makom a horrid and jarring 
noise; it rather with the best part of the 
world produoeth displeasure, damage, and 
disgrace. What, therefore, besides mon- 
strous vanity, and unaccountable perverse- 
ness, should bold men so devoted thereto? 

Surely, of ail dealers in idn the swearer 
is palpably the silliest, and maketh 
worst bargains for himself; for he stu- 
neth gratis, and, like those in the Prophet, 
seUcth hs soul for notliing/ An epicu;ro 
hath some reason tc allege; an exturtiouer 
is a man of wisdom, and actetb prudently 
in comparison to him ; for they enjoy s«>mo 
pleasure, or acquire some gain here, in lieu 
of their salvation hereafter: but this foiui- 
liog oifendeth heaven, and abondoneth hap- 
piness, he knowetli not why or for what. 
Kc hath not so much as the cummuii pica 
of human infirmity to excuse him; he can 
hardly say that he was tempted thereto by 
any bait?* 

A fantastic humour posscsseth him, of 
spurning at piety and soberness; he iueun- 
siderately followeth a herd of wild fops ; he 
affecteth to play tho ape. What more than 
this can he say for himself? 

XIV. Finally, let us consider, that as 
we ourselves, with all our members and 
powers, were chiefly designed and framed 
to glorify om* Maker (the which to do is 
indeed the greatest perfection and noblest 
privilege of our nature ;)£o our tongue and 
speaking faculty were given to us to declare 
our admiration and reverence of him, to 
exhibit our due love and gratitude toward 
him, to profess our trust and oonfidence in 
him, to celebrate his praises, avow his 
bcnei]l<4, to address our supplications to 
him, to maintain all kinds of devotional 
inter<‘ourse with him, to propagate om* 
knowh^dge, fear, love, and obemence to 
him, in all such ways to promoto his ho- 
nour and service. This is the most pro- 
ptT, worthy, and due use of our tongue, 
for which it was created, to which it is 
dedicated, from whence it becometh, os it 
is so often styled, our glory ^ and the best 
member that we have;* tliat whereby w'e 
excel all creatures here below, and whereby 
we are no less discriminated from them than 
by our reason ; that whereby we consort 
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V, itli the blessed angels above in the distinct 
utterance of praise, and communication of 
plory to our Creator.* Wherefore, apply- 
ing this to any impious discourse, with this 
to profane God’s blessed ttamo, with this 
to violate his most holy commands, with 
this to unhallow his saicred ordnance, ^th 
this to ofler dishonour and indignitjrto him, 
is a most unnatural abuse, a horrid ingra- 
titude toward him. 

It is that indeed where^ we render this 
noble organ incapable of ativ good use. 
F'or how (as the excellent Father doth of. 
ten urge) can we pray to God for mercies, 
<»r praise God for his bem*fi<s, or heartily 
confess our sins, or cheerfully partake of 
tiie holy mysteries, with a mouth defiknl 
iiy impious oaths, with a heai’t guilty of so 
heinous disolx dionce ? f 

Likewise, whereas a secondary, very 
worthy use of our speech, is to juomotc 
• the good of o»ir neighbour, anti especially 
to edify him in piety, according to that 
wholesome precept of the Apostle, L&t »to 
< o! rupt iHmmnnU ation proceed ovt 0f tjttur 
nu ntn^ bvf that ir/iich h f^ood io the iibe of 
edtfijiu^^ that it may irmhtt r unto </ie 
the practice of swearing h an 
abuse \ery coutrar) to that good purjmse, 
serving to corrupt our neighbour, and to 
instil into him a contempt of religion; or, 
liciwe\er, grieioudy to scaiidali'/e him. 

XV. I shall jwld but two Wiirds more. 
One is, that we w'ould seriously consider, 
that oui blessed Saviour, wlu) K>vi^d us so 
dearly, who did and ^uffer(Hi so much for 
us, who redeemed us by his blood, who 
‘‘.'lid unto us. If yo Zore we, My; my emn^ 
iutfudnunh^^ he thus positively hath en- 
jniiKd; But 7 iuy unto you^ Sfvear not at 
ath^ and bow then can wo tind in our heart 
directly to thwtirt his word? 

'I'he other i**, that wo would lay to heart 
tile reJison whereby St. James dolli enfoieo 
the point, and the stiug in the close of our 
text, wherewith I conclude: But dhime all 
things^ my bnthren^ surar nat^ neither by 
heami^ fieither hy the earthy neither by any 
other oath : but let your yea be and your 
nay nay^ lest ye fall wto condetnnatinfny^ 
or, leitt ye fall under damnathn. X From 
the which infinite misoiiief, and from all 
sui that luay cause it, (*od in mercy deliver 
us, through our blessed Hedecmer Jesus, 
to whom tor ever be all glory and praise. 

* TTfto cniA> uno )»Dp»tBi]QU» val mftxlmc ferlfs quod 
oolluijuiiiiur mtor nos, ot quod oxuiimero dioouda 
SLniAiunitfumnw. Ctc dt (hat i. 

» Ilcvf - , < hryu. P* id P* SmW* 

t Mr« Mfiiffo 

^Uih. IV isli. 
vjohnxlv n. 


SEEMON XVL 

OF BVlL-BPfiAKlNC IK OEKKXXL. 

Titos iii. %^To epetA evil of no man. 

Tsbss words do imply a double duty ; one 
incumbent on teacliers, another on the 
pe^io who are to be inatruoted by them. 

The teacimr's duty appeareth from re- 
fiecting on the words of the context, which 
govern these, and make them up an entire 
sentence :§ But them in mind^ or, rub up 
their memory to do thus, it is St. Paiii^ 
injunction to Titus, a bishop and pastor 
oi‘ the Church, that he should admoni*jh 
the people coiumittcd to his care ami in- 
struction, as of other great dutic s (of yield- 
ing obedience to magistrates, of behaving 
themselves peaceably, of practising meek- 
ness and eqidty toward all men, of ht4ng 
readily disposed to every good worh)y so 
partitoilarly of this, (q 

retilcy or evil of no man. 

Whence it is apparent, that this is one 
of the principal duties that preachers are 
I obliged to mind people of, and to press 
I upon tliem. A nd if this were needful then, 

I when chiurlty, kindled by such iohtructions 
j and examples, was so lively; when Chris.- 
tians, l»y their sufiFerings, were so inured 
to meekness and patience ; even every one, 
for the honour of his religion, and the 
safety of his jH^bon, was concerned in all 
respects to demean himself innObently and 
IiiofiVtibively ; then is it now especially re- 
quisite, when (such engagement axul re- 
btraints being t^en off, love bedug cooled, 
perbeoution being extinct, the tongue being 
set loose from all extraordinary cm-bs) the 
transgression ot this duty is grown so pre- 
I valent and rife, that (>vil-bpeakmgi$ almost 
as cmnmou as speaking, ordinary comersa- 
tion extremely abounding tlurowith, that 
ministers should discharge their ofi&ce in 
dcdiortiiig and dissuadii^^ from it. 

Well indeed it w ere, if by their example 
of using mild and moderate dibeourse, of 
abstaining from virulent invectives, taunt- 
ings and bcoifings, g<»od for little but to 
inname anger, and to infuse ill-w ill, tliey 
would lead num to good practic^e of this 
sort; for no exainph's can be so v^holesoino 
or 80 mischievoub to this purpose, as those 
which come down from the pul|iit, the place 
of edification, backed with special authority 
and advantage. 

Ilow'over, it is to proadters a ground of 
assurance, and matter of satisfaction, tliat 
in pressing this duty they sliall perform 
their duty: their text being not so much 


•Malt V. 34. 

1 JanwB V 12 
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of their own chooainig, as given them hy 
Si, Paul; thejcan surely soaroe find a 
better to discourse it cannot be a 

matter of small moment or use, which this 
great master and guide so expressly direct- 
eth us to insist upon* And to the observ- 
ance of his precept, so far as ooncerneth 
me, 1 shall immemately apply myself. 

It is, then, the duty of Christian peo- 
ple (to be taught and pressed on tliem) not 
to reproach^ or speak evU of any man. The 
whi^ duty, for your instruction, I shall 
first endeavour somewhat to explain, de- 
claring its import and extent; then, for 
your farther edification, 1 shall inculcate 
it, proposing several iiiduceineuts persua- 
sive to the observance of it. 

I, For explication, we may first consider 
^ the object of it, no man ; then the act it- 
self which ib prohibited, to blaspheme^ that 
is, to reproach, to revile, or, as we liave it 
rendered, to speak evil. 

No niau. St. Paul questionless di<l es- 
pecially mean hereby to hinder the Chris- 
tians at that time from reproaching the 
Jews and the Pagans among whom they 
lived, men in their lives very wicked and 
corrupt, men in opinion extremely dissent- 
ing from them, men who greatly did hate, 
and cruelly did persecute them ; of whom 
therefore they had mighty provocations and 
temptations to speak ill ; their judgment of 
the persons, and their resentment of in- 
juries, making it didicult to abstain from 
doing so* Whence by a manifest analogy 
may be inferred, that the object of this 
duty is very large, indeed universal and 
unlimited: that we must forbear reproach 
not only against pious and virtuous per- 
sons, against persons of our own judg- 
ment or party, against those who never did 
harm or offend us, against our relations, 
our friends, our benc^tors ; in respect of 
whom there is no gi*ound or temptation of 
ill speaking; but even against the most un- 
worthy and wicked persons, against those 
who most discoast in opinion and practice 
from us, against those who never did ob- 
lige us, yea, those who have most disob- 
liged us, even against our most bitter and 
spiteful enemies. There is no exception 
or excuse to be admitted from the quality, 
state, relation, or demeanour of men: Ihe 
duty (according to the proper sense, or 
due qualifications and limits of the act) 
doth extend to all men: for, Speak evil of 
no man. 

As for the act, it may be inquired what 
the word to buuphmey doth im- 

port. 1 answer, that it is to vent words 
onneerning any person which do signify in 


us ill opinion, or contempt, anger, hatred, 
enmity conceived in our mind toward him ; 
which are apt in him to kindle wrath, and 
breed ill blood toward ua; which tend to 
beget in others that hear ill conceit, or ill- 
will toward him ; which are much destruc- 
tive of liis reputation, prejudicial to his in- 
terests, productive of damage or mischief 
to him. It is otherwise in Scripture termed 
to real or revile (to use bitter and 
ignominious language;) to speak 

coTitumeliously s to 

bring railing accusation (or reproachful 
censure ;) to use obloquy^ or o&- 

trectation; to curse ^ that is, to 

speak words importing that we do wish ill 
to a person.® 

Such Is the language we arc prohibited 
to use. To which purpose we may observe, 
that whereas in our conversation and com- 
merce with men, there do frequently occur 
occasions to speak of mcm, and to men, 
v(ords apparently disadvantageous to them, 
expressing our dissent in opinion from them, 
or a dislike in us of their proceedings, we 
may do this in different ways and terms ; 
some of them gentle and moderate, sig- 
nifying no ill mind or disafiection toward 
them; others harsh and sharp, arguing 
height of disdain, disgust, or despite, here- 
by we bid them defiance, and show that we 
mean to exasperate them. Thus, telling a 
man that we difier in judgment from him, 
or conceive him not to be in the right, and 
calling him a liar, a deceiver, a fool; say- 
ing that he doeth amiss, taketh a wrong 
course, transgresseth the rule, and coll- 
ing him dishonest, unjust, wdeked (to omit 
more odious and provoking names, unbe- 
coming this place, and not deserving our 
uotice;; are several ways of expressing the 
same tilings : whereof the latter, in relating 
passages concerning omr neighbour, or in 
tlcbatingcases with him, is prohibited : for 
thus the words reproaching^ reviling^ raiU 
ing^ cursing and the like, do signify; and 
thus our Lord himself doth explain them, 
ill his divine sermon, wherein he doth en- 
act this law : 'iVhosoever (saith he) shall say 
to his brother Baca (that is, vain man, or 
liar), shall be in danger of the vottnvU : hut 
whosoever shall say^ Thou fool^ shall be in 
danger of Ml fre;^ that is, he rendoreth 
himself liable to a strict account, and to se- 
vere condemnation before God, who useth 
contemptuous and contumelious expres- 
sions toward his neighbour, in proportion 
to the malignity of such expressions. 

* Iiiike xi. IS ; 9 Pft 11. 11 ( Juds 9 ; Joibfe It. 11 1 
Rom xii 14 ; Luke 9S Ci Ham x\i. 10.) * (Acts 
seU. a 4, S ) « Mat. V SU. 
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The reasou of things also doth help to 
explain those words, and to show why they 
are prohibited: because those haridi terms 
are needless; mild words serving as well 
to express the same things: because they 
are commonly unjust, loading men with 
greater defect or blame than they can be 
proved to deserve, or their actions do im- 
port (for every man that speaketh falsehood 
IS not therefore a liar, every man that err- 
eth is not thence a foul, every man that 
doeth amiss is not consequently dishonest 
or wicked ; the secret intentions and the 
Imhitual (Hspositions of men not being al- 
ways to be collected from their outward 
actions:) because they are uncharitable, 
signifying that we entertain the worst opi- 
nions of men, and make the worst con- 
struction of their doings, and are disposed 
to show them no favour or kindness: be- 
cause also they produce mischievous eflfi*cts, 
such as spring from the worst passions 
raised by them* 

Tins in gross is the meaning of the pre- 
cept. But since there are some other 
precepts seeming to clash mith this; since 
there are eases wherein we ai’e allowed to 
use the hiu’shcr sort of terms, there are 
great exampks in appearauee thwarting 
this nJe; theiefore it may be requisite 
for detenuining the limits ot our duty, and 
distinguishing it from transgression, that 
such exceptions or restrictions should be 
somewhat declared. 

1 . First, then, we may obsevt e, that it 
may be alloviable to persons anywise con- 
cerTK‘d in tiu* prosecution or administration 
of justice, to spe<ak words wliich in private 
intercourse would be reproachful. A wit- 
ness may iiupeuch of crimes hurtful to 
justice, or public tran(iuillity ; a judge may 
challenge, may rebuke, may cundeiuu an 
offender in proper terms (or forms of speech 
proseribed by law ). although most disgrace- 
ful and distasteful to lh(' guilty : for it l>e- 
lungeth to the majesty of public justice to 
be Wd, blunt, severe; little regarding the 
concerns or passions of particular persons, 
in comparison to the public welfare. 

A testimony, theri*forc, or sentence 
against a criminal, which materially is a 
reproach, and morally would be such in a 
private mouth, is not yet fomally so ac- 
cording to the intent i»f iliis rule. For 
practices of tliis kind, which serve the exi- 
gencies of jusiice, aro not to bo interpreted 
as proceeding from anger, hatred, revenge, 
any bad passion or humour ; but in way of 
needful discipline for God’s service, and 
common benefit of men. It is not indeed 
so much the minister of justice, as God 


himself, our absolute Wd, as the Sove* 
reign, God's repne^entotive, acting in the 
public behalf, as the eommonwealw itself^ 
who by his mouth do rebuke the obnoxious 
person. 

• 2. God's ministers in religious affairs, 
to whom the care of men's instruK*tion and 
edification is committed, are enabled to 
inveigh against sin and vice, whoever con- 
seciuentially may bo touched thereby ; yea, 
sometimes it is their duty, with severity 
and sharpness to reprove particular persons, 
not only privately, out publicly, in order to 
their correction, and edification of others. 

Thus St. Paul directeth Timothy: I'kem 
that dn (notoriously and scandalously he 
mcaneth) rd}iike brfore r/W, that others may 
fear: that i'*, in a maimer apt to make im- 
pression on the minds of the hearers, so^as 
to scare them from like offences. And to 
Titus he writes, Sehuke them sharply^ that 
they nunj he Rowad in the faith. And, Cry 
aloud ^ spare lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet^ and show my people their trans^ 
gresdtm^ and the house of Jacob their dns^ 
saith the Lord to the Prophet.* Such are 
the charges and commissions laid on and 
granted to his messengers. 

Tims may we observe that God's Pro- 
phets of old, St. John the Baptist, our Lord 
himself, the holy Apostles, did in terms 
most vehement and biting reprove the age 
in which they lived, and some particular 
persons in them.^ The Prophets are full 
of declamations and invectives against the 
general tn^rruplion of their times, and 
against the particular manners of some per- 
sons in them. Ah sirful nation^ a people 
hiden trith iniquity^ a seed of evildoers ^ 
children that are corrupters / They are all 
adulterers^ an assembly of treacherous men ; 
and they bend their tongues like tlteir bokc 
for lies. Thy minces are rehellums, and 
companinm of thieves ; every one looeth gifts ^ 
anafoUou'etk after rewards : they judge not 
the fatherless^ neither doth the cause of the 
widow come before them. The jinpphets pro- 
phesy falsely^ and the priests rule by their 
means. As troops of robber, s wait for a mar?!, 
so the company of priests murder in tke way 
by consefit, and commit lewdness. ^ Such is 
their style ci )inmonly . St . J ohn the Baptist 
callcth the Scribes and Plnirisees a gene- 
ration of vipers.^ Our Saviour s;>eakoth of 
them ill the same terms ; callcth them an 
enl and adulterous generation^ serpents^ 
and children of vipers ; nypocrites^ painted 

S 1 Tim. V. 20 ; 2 Tim. iv. t Tit i. 13 ; 1m. 
hlli 1. i Vide Hier. in 1*«U« i. 9. k Jm. i. 
4; Jer. is. 2. 8} Isa. 1. 23 ; Hos. lx. 13 ; fisdi. xxil* 
6, 27 ; Jer. v, 31 ; xIt. 14 ; Hos. vl. 9 ; KxHc. xxii. 26 { 
MIc iii. 11 , Zeph* ill. 4. » Matt. Ui 7 
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Sfpukhres^ ohHtWHf gram9 
UindguideB^hohand hlvnd^ ehitdrm of the 
dev'd.^ St. Paul likewise calleth the schU- 
matical and heretical teachers, false 
apostles^ eml and deceitfid workers^ men of 
eorrupt minds^ reprobates and tdHmiirudde,* 
Witli the like colours do St. Peter, St. Jude, 
and the oUier Apostles, paint them. Which 
sort of speeches are to be supposed to pro- 
ceed, not from private passion or dougn, 
hut out of holy ^eal for God’s honour, and 
from earnest charity toward men, tor to 
work their amendment and common edifi- 
cation. They were uttered also by special 
wisdom and peculiar order; from God's 
authority and in his namo ; so that as God 
by them is said to preach, to entreat, tu 
worn, and to exhort ; so by them also he 
m% be said to reprehend and reproach. 

3. Even i^vate persons in due se 2 u»on, 
with discretion and temper, may reprove 
others, whom they observe to commit sin, 
or follow badjeourscs, out of charitable de- 
sign, and with hope to reclaim them. This 
was an ofiice of charity imposed anciently 
even upon the Jews ; much more doth it 
lie upon Christians, who arc obliged more 
earnestly to tender the spiritual good of 
those who by the stricter and more holy 
bonds of brotherhood arc allied to them. 
Thou shalt not hate thy brother; thou shfdt 
in anymse rebuke thy neighbour^ and not 
suffer sin upon him^^ was a precept of the 
old law; and, ww^itiTv ardttr$vf, to admo- 
fdsh the disorderly is an evangelical rule. 
Such persons we are enjoined to shun and 
decline : but first we must endeavour by 
sober advice and admonition to reclaim 
them ; wc must not thus reject tliem till 
they appear contumacious and incorrigible, 
reiwng to hear us, or becoming deaf to 
reproof. ** This, although it nect^ssorily doth 
include setting out their faults, and ch^ir- 
ging blame on them (answerable to their 
oftences), is not the culpable reproach here 
meant, it being noedfhl tow£u*d a whole- 
some efiect^ and proceeding from chari- 
table intention. 

4. Some vehemency (some smartness 
imd sharpness) of speech may sometimes 
be used in defence of truth, and impugn- 
ing errors of bad consequence ; especially 
when it concerneth the interest of trutn 
that the reputation and authority of its 
adversaries should somewhat be abased or 
abated. If by a jiartial opinion or reve- 

» Malt xvl. 4 , xii. 34, 39 ; xxiil. 13, SfC. ; X\. 7, 14 ; 
XVJ, 3 ; xxii. is ; LuAe xii, 1 ; xl. 44 ; Mutt, xxilt 34» 
17 ; John m \\ 44. “ Phil. lii. 3$ 3 Cor. xi. l»5 

\ Tim. Vi. & ; 3 iim. ul. 8. Tit. 1. l&i 3 Ciir. v./iO: 
Col, I, 3S. ® Lout, XIX 17 Pi IhitibR. \ . 14. 

4 1 J'lin. vl. 8; Pont XVI 17 ; T<t. iij. IWi 2 Ulius- 


rcnce toward Ihem, however begotten in 
the minds of men, they strive to overbear 
or discountenance a good cause, thc‘ir 
faults, so far as truth permitteth and need 
requireth, may be detected and diaplaytMl. 
For this cause particularly may wo mesumo 
our Lord (otherwise so meek in his tem- 
per, and mild in his carrie^ toward all 
men) did characterise tha Jewish SiTibcs 
in such terms, that their autliority (Wing 
then so prevalent with the people) might 
not pr^udice the truth, and hinder the 
eMcacy of his doctrine. This is uart of 
that ivetyrniiivB^ett rt? ir/xro, the QUty of 
contending earnestly for the fnith^ which 
is incum)>ent on us. 

5. It may bo ex(*usable upon particular 
emergent occasions, with some heal of 
language to express dislike of notorious 
I wicKedno.ss. As our Lord doth agnin.'st 
the perverse incredulity and stupitUfy in 
the Fharisccs, their profane misconstruc- 
tion of Ids words and ai*tion.s, their iiiuli- 
clous opposing truth, and obstructing his 
endeavours in God's service,* As St. 
Peter did to Simon Magus, telling him, 
that he um in the gall of h'ttcmess, and 
in the bond of iniquity.^ As St. Paul to 
EJyinas the sorcerer, when ho withstood 
and desired to turn away the deputy^ 
biergius^ from the faith : O (said ho, stir- 
red with fl holy zeal and indignation) thaa 
ft ll of all stioHlty and all mischief thou 
child of the devil^ thou enemy of all righU 
eotnne&s^ wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
right ways of the Lord The same spii’it, 

which enabled him to inflict a sore punish- 
ment on that wdeked wretch, did prompt 
him to use that sharp language toward 
him ; unquestionably doscTied, and season- 
ably pronounced. As also, when the High 
Priest commanded him illegally and un- 
justly to be misused, that s])eecli from a 
mind justly sensible of such outrage broke 
fortli, God shall smite tkee^ thou whited 
walh"* So, when St. Peter presumptuously 
would have dissuaded our Lord fri)m com- 
plianco with God's will in undergoing those 
crosses which were appointed to him by 
God's decree, our Lordcalleth him Satan: 
— Avaunt^ Satmy thou art 
an qffenee unto me ; for thou savourvst not 
the things that he of Qod^ hut those that 
are of men."^ 

These sorts of speeches, issuing from just 
and honest indignation, are soujctluios ex- 
cusable, oftentimes commendable ; ospeei- 
olly when tJiey come from persons eminent 
in authority, of notable integrity, endued 

* Jbdii 3 * Matt. xvli. 17, « Ai'ts >»{. 33. 

" A^'ts xili. S. 10. Acts 3. 

** Malt. s\U 13. 
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SERMON XVI.3 

With Special measures of divine ^oce, of 
wisdom, of goodness; such os cannot be 
suspected of intemperate auger, of ill na- 
ture, of ill will, or of ill dosi^« 

In such eases as are above mentioned, a 
sort of eml^peaking about our neighbour 
may be allowable or excusable* But ior fear 
of overdoing, great caution and temper is 
to be used ; and we should never apply any 
such limitations os cloalcs to palliate uzy ust 
or uncharitable dealing. Generally it is 
more advisable to suppress such eruptions 
of passion, iban to vent it ; for seldom 
jiassion hath not inordinate motions joined 
with it, or teudeth to good ends. And, 
however, it will do well to reflect on tho&o 
cases, and to remark some particulars 
about them. 

First, we may observe, that in all these 
ca&es ail possible moderation, equity, and 
candour are to be used ; so that no ill- | 
si>eaking be practised beyond wbat is need- 
ful t>r convenient. Even in prosecution 
of oftencos, the bounds of truth, of equity, 
of humanity and clemency, are not to be 
transgressed. A judge must not lay on the 
most criminal person more blame, or con- 
tumely, than the case will boar, or fluua 
serveth the designs of justice. However 
our neighbour doth incur the calaroitii'S of 
sin and of punishment, we must not be 
insolent or contemptuous toward him. So 
we may learn by that law of Moses, liacked 
with a notable reason : And it shall if 
the wicked man be worthy to he beaten^ that 
the judge cause him to lie down, and to he 
beaten before his face, according to hisfauU, 
Inf a certain number. Forty stripes he may 
give him, and not exceed; lest if he should 
exceed, and beat him above those stripes, 
then thy brother should seem vile unto thee,* 
Whence appears, iliat wo should be care, 
fid of not viUfying an offender beyond mea- 
sure. And iiow mildly governors sho'ild 
proceed in tlie administration of justice, 
the exainpl(‘ of Joshua mav toach us, who 
thus examincth Acliau, lue cause of so 

f eat mischief to the public: My son, give, 
pray thee, glory to the Lord God of 
Israel, and make confessiim unto him ; and 
tell me 7iOW wkai thou hast done, hide it 
not from me,^ My smi what coTupella- 
tiun could be more benign and kind? I 
pray thee; what language could be more 
courteous and geulK ? Give glory to God, 
and make confession; what words could be 
more inoffensively pertinent? And wdicn 
he sentenced that great malefactor, the 
cause of so much mischief, this was aill be 
said : Why hast thou troubled av f the Lord 
* Dcut. XXV. S. ’ Jiiih, vU. 10 , 


will trouble thee; words void of contmnelT 
or insulting, containing only a close 
n^on of the cause, and a simple declara- 
tion of the event he was to undergo. 

Secondly, Likewise ministers, in the 
taxing sin and siimers, are to proceed with 
groat discretion and caution, with much 
gentleness and nkcekness ; signifying a len- 
der pity of their infirmities, charitable 
I desires of their good, the best opinion of 
! them, and the best hopes for them, that 
I may consist with any reason ; according to 
I those apostolical rules; Brethren, if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are sj}iri~ 
tual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
fneehness; considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted;* and. We that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, mut fwt 
to please ourselves:* and more expressly, 
A servant of the Lord must not Mht, Imt 
he gentle toward all, apt to teach, patient, 
in meekness instructing those that ojtpose 
thmseloes,^ Thus did St. Peter temper 
his reproof of Simon Magus with tliis 
wholesome and comfortable advice; Jie~ 
pent therefore from this thy wkkeflness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee,* 

Thirdly, As for fraternal correption, 
and vepr<>of of faults, when it is just and 
expctUcnt to use it, ordinarily the caihn- 
est* and mildest way is the most proper, 
and most likely to obtain good success : it 
commonly doth in a more kiudiy manner 
convey the sense thereof into the heart, 
and therein more powerfully worketh re- 
morse, tlkan the aerce and harsh way.'* 
Clearly to show a man his fault, with Uie 
3*eason proving it such, so that he be- 
Cometh thoroughly coiivinc<Hl of it, is sufli- 
cient to breed m him regret, and to shaane 
him before his own mind: to do more (in 
way of aggravation, of insulting on him, 
or inveighing against him), as it doth of- 
ten not well coiifdst with humanity, so it 
is seldom consonant to discretion, if we 
do, as we ought, seek his health and 
amendment. t Humanity requiroth, that 
when we midertake to reform our neigh- 
bour, wc should take care not to deform 
him (not to discourage or displease him 
more tbau is necessary;) when we would 
correct Jua manners, that wc should also 

* R«l)relicuala coutomclia vacare debvt. Ko^uo 
motiUlo asiiera sit, two objurgatio concum^osa. — > 
jStnhros. tie ojw, ill. 1C. 

t *0 0f<»» rnit CTi 

«^6v T.,9 htouomf wx* u*TityiAa.»m>t 

»«« rv avr«r r/.* ie<M i4tU ia 

Xc. — Ktaofir il. 12. 

• Oal. Vi. i, • Horn. xv. J. »> a Tijik. 11. 

24*25. Actsviti. 22. «» Prov. xvii 10,— A 

cmtorLtU iuur« into 4 wiso man, tlian a bou- 
dreti .'U'i()vsiutQ a fuoi. 
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consider his modesty, and consult his re- 
putation t OeramagetUes (as Seneca speak- 
eth), non tantum 9aivtii^ sed et ktmesidP 
cioatricis : * hamng care not onfyto heal the 
uiound^ hut to Uaxie a eametff scar behind. 
Be (adviseth St. Austin) so dtsjdeased unth 
iniquity^ as to, consider wnd consult hutm- 
nity.'t for, coid of hvmamty is not 
(saith St. Chrysostom) teal^htd rather anU 
mositys and reproof not Tfdxed with good | 
mlly appeareth a kind of mdipdty.X Wo i 
should so rebuke those who, by frailty or | 
folly incident to mankind, have fallen into 
misdemeanours, that they may perceive we 
do sincerely pity their ill case, and tender 
their good ; that we mean not to upbraid 
their weakness, or insult upon their mis- j 
fortune ; that we delight not to inflict on | 
them more grief than is plainly needful | 
and unavoidable; that we aro<* conscious 
and sensible of our own ohnoxiousness to 
the like slips or falls, and do consider that 
we also may he tempted* and being tempted 
may be overborne. This they cannot per- 
ceive, or be persuaded of, except we tem- 
per our speech with benignity and mildness. 
Such speech prudence aKo dictatetb, as 
most useful and hopeful for producing the 
good ends honest reprehension doth aim 
at ; it mollideth and it melteth a stubborn 
heart, it subdueth and winneth a perverse 
will, it healeth distempered affections/ 
Whereas roughly handling is apt to defeat 
or obstruct the cure ; rubbing the sore doth 
tend to exasperate and inflame it. Harsh 
speech rendereth advice odious ard unsa- 
voury; driveth from it, and depriveth it 
of efficacy! it tumeth re^et for a fault 
into displeasure and disd^ against the 
reprover: it looks not like the dealing of 
a kind friend, but like the persecution of 
a smteful enem ;§ * it seemeth rather an 
ebtdlition gall, or a defluxion from ran- 
cour, than an expression of good will; tlie 
offender will take it for a needless and 
pitiless tormenting, or for a^ proud and 
tyrannical domineering over him. He that 
cen bear a friendly touch, will not endure 
to be lashed with angry and reproachful 
words. In fine, all reproof ought to bo 
seasoned with discretion, with candour, 
v^itii moderation and meekness. 

i''«mrthly. Likewise in defence of truth, 

* Seu de 1. 7. Vtda Chrys. hi Mfttt, lx. S, 
Or 29 

t Lta suecensp Inlqultati. ut comulere mondnerlii 
lumiauflati ^Aug 

1 xtrix, w Ac. 

t M/ w; ntvStruri it 

* Oo! vi ] r iMeaMBAt words ore u au honey- 
oumb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bonev. — 
Prov. XV) 24. A soft answer tumeth away wrath ; 
bnt jjpdevottB words stir up anger, — ihrov, xv. 1. 

• i *n»eBa. m. I'. 


and maintenance of a good cause, we may 
observe, that commonly the fiurest lan- 
guage is most proper and advantageous, 
and that reproachful or foul terms are most 
improjicr and prejudicial. A calm and 
meek way of discoursing doth much advan- 
tage a good cause, as argiung the patron 
thereof to have confidence in the cause it- 
self, and to rely upon his strength ; that 
he is in a temper fit to ai)preheiid it him- 
self, and to maintain it ; tliat he propound- 
eth it as a friend, wishing the h^earesr for 
his own good to follow it, leaving him the 
liberty to judge and choose for himself. 
But rude speech, and contemptuous re- 
flections on persons, as they do signify 
nothing to the question, so they commonly 
bring much disadvantage and damage* to 
the eause, creating mighty prejudices 
against it: || they argue much impotency 
in the advocate, and consequently little 
strength in what he maintains; that he is 
little able to judge well, and altogether 
unapt to teach others: they intimate a 
diffidence in himself concerning his canse, 
and that, despairing to maintain it by rea- 
son, he seeks to uphold it by passion ; that, 
not being able to convince by fair means, 
he would bear down by noise and clamour ; 
that, not skilling to get his smt quietlv, 
would extort it by force, obtruding his 
conceits violently as an enemy, or imposing 
them arbitrarily as a tyrant. Thus doth 
he really disparage and slur his cause, 
how ever good and defensible in itself.^ 

A modest and friendly stjle doth suit 
truth ; it, like its author, doth usually re- 
side (not in the rumbling wvtd^ nor in the 
shaking earthquake,, nor lu tlio raging/Vc,, 
but) in the maV still ooice;^ sounding in 
this, it is most audible, most pinetrant, 
and most effectual : thus propounded, it is 
willingly hearkened to ; for men have no 
aversion from hearing those who seem to 
love them, and wish them well. It is easily 
conceived ; no prejudice or passion cloud- 
ing the apprehensive faculties : it is readily 
embraced; no animosity withstanding or 
obstructing it. It is the siceetness of the 
Ups, which, as the Wise Man telleth us, 
iucreaseth learning;^ disposing a man to 
hear lessons of good doctrine, rendering 
him capable to understand them, insinu- 

ti Ctul. dum diclt, loalaa videtur, utiquu male dioit. 
CiMfiti vi 2. 

Nisi quod impeiritofl etiwn anlmosov atqui* Ivooun- 
dos luonfleatum est. dunl per Inopisni eonsilil et 
sermonu od irocuuduun tbcilo vertuiitur,— 
apuS Kp^7ii, 

m et inhumaatnim est, (<t Upi qal dioit iw- 

uttie ; turn canape eoutrariuio, quia plane et ad vemrii, 
aunt et mlmioi : et quabtulttmcutuioe IUb virlum eat, 
eoiitameUa angrtur. — Qmnt aii. 9. 

s 1 kinge XIX 11. 12. ^ Prov. xik 21 
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atin(( and ImpresBing them upon the mind : 
the affections being thereby unlocked, the 
])a 8 sage becomes open to the reason.* 

But it is plainly a very prepostoroiis 
method of instructi^, of deciding eon- 
troversies, of begetting peace, to vex and 
anger those concerned by ill language, f 
Nothing surely doth more hinder the effi- 
cacy of discourse, and prevent conviction, 
than doth this course, upon many obvious 
iU‘counts. It doth first put in a strong bar 
to attention: for no man willingly doth 
afford an ear to him, whom he conceiveth 
disaffected toward him; which opinion 
harsh words infallibly will produce: no 
man can expect to hear truth from him, 
w'hom he apprehendeth disordered in his 
own mind, whom he socth rude in his 
proceedings, whom he laketh to be ui\ia&t 
111 his dealing; as men certainly will take 
those to be, who {»rcsume to revile others 
for using their own judgment freely, and 
dissenting from them in opinion. A^n, 
this course doth blind the hearer’s mind, 
so that he cannot discern w^hat he that pre- 
tends to instruct him doth mean, or how 
he doth assert his doctrine. Truth will not 
he discerned through the smoko of wrath- 
ful expressi<ms ; right being defaced by foul 
language will uor a|)pcur; passion being 
ex**iied will not suffer a man to perct*iv»» 
the sense, or th(‘ force of an argument. 
The will dso thereby is hardened and hin- 
dered from submitting to truth. In such a 
case, non permadehu^ ctiaimi persmseiis: 
although you ^top his moutli, you cannot 
subdue his heart ; although he con no longer 
fight, >et he never will yield: animosity 
raised by siu h usage rendereth him invin- 
cibly obstinate in his conceits and courses. 
Briefly, from this proceeding men become 
unwilling to unu'k, unfit to apprehend, in- 
disposi'd to embrace, any good instruction 
or advice: it maketh them indocile and 
intractable, averse from better instruction, 
pertinacious in their opinions, and refrac- 
tory in their ways. 

Every man (saith the Wise Man) shall 
hiss his bps that giveth a right aimner:^ but 
no man surely will be really to kiss those 
lips which arc embittered witli reproach, 
or defiled with dirty language. 

* Au ykf T»v fAAk'Knvm, vt vifwtfMrt rgi 

Tcufttn irgti 

di »uft a* Tif rrMV) wMf r»t SimrontiMraw rdn 

— Chrys. in 2 Tim. Or. 6. 

t’Cv i«r«Hr iffigWac «lv f 4 mar$XJ^uUf 

rp GrBg, Knc. Or. X6. 

Ou etvtuhvtm •v&i rmg SjSgWfittk- 

ATif imrtACMnv M *»XX0it j»n tA 
9014 h kty0iHr4, M0U rr* wrtr 0n 

r«.M nyx 0 tkvfmin<o — Nai. Or. 32. 

"Ov** trat *z*f**** « XiVjt* 0 ^ 

^oHupunt aidl fAt0* — Cities. 

Tom. V, Or. dO. i I’rov, xxlv. 2G. 


It is siud of Pericles, that 
if^ and lightning he put Greece into 
sion :% such discourse may serve to confound 
things, it seldom tendeth to compose them* 
If reason will not pierce, rage will scarce 
avail to drive it in*§ Satirical virulency may 
vex men sorely, but it hardly ever soundly 
converts them. Few become wiser or better 
by HI words. Children may be frighted into 
compliance by loud and severe iucrepations ; 
but men are to be allured by rational per- 
suasion backed with courteous usage: they 
may be sweetly drawn, they cannot be vio- 
lently driven to change their judgment 
and practice. Whence that advice of the 
Apostle, With meekness instruct those that 
oppost^ themselves^^ doth no less savour of 
wisdom than of goodness. 

Fifthly, As for the examples of extraor- 
dinary persons, which in some cases do seem 
to authorize the practice of evil-speaking, 
we may consider, that as they had especial 
commission enabling them to do some 
things beyond ordinary standing rules, 
wherein they are not to be imitated : as 
they had e 8 ])ecial illimiination and direc- 
tion, which preserved them from swerving 
in particular cases from truth and equity ; 
so the tenor of their life did evidence, that 
it was the glory of God, the good of men, the 
necessity of the case, which moved them to 
it . I An& of them also we may observe, that 
in divers occasions, yea generally, when- 
ever only their private credit or interest 
were concerned, although grievously pro- 
voked, they did out of meekness, patience, 
and charity, W'holly forbear reproachful 
.speech. Our Saviour, who sometimes upon 
special reason in his discourses used such 
harsh words, yet, w'ben he was most sjiite- 
fully accused, reproached, and persecuted, 
did not open his mouthy or return one angry 
word: Being reviledy he did not (as St, Pe- 
ter, proposing his example to us, tellelh us) 
revile again , suffering y he did not threaten J 
He used the soitest language to Judas, to 
the soldiers, to Pilate and Herod; to the 
priests, Ac. And the Apostles, who some- 
times inveigh so zealously again.st the op- 
posers and perverters of truth, did in their 
private conversation and demeanour strict- 
ly observe their own rules of alistiiionco 

t BMiffMf K«i Aervgmrrtn ixuaic rrv'Efkxhtt 

$ CnryB. in 2 Tim. ii. 24. *0 ykg re*^g 0 s 

\rX9 fM* trJUKtixe pvrtt ttta e futktavm ^xxir 

i»im yxg Ivirn 

pLXKkvii «| fiAtm n^gm4Fv99t0t ivrgt^m 

K Thin CMe Is likf the other oeees. wbon^in the 
practice of good end great men, although excnsablo. 
IS not yet extundaiy . as the heroical acts of J>Rvid. 
of Hatnson, of filhud, of Phlneae, of KUas, of MO'iCs ; 
David’s du^ Samson's suloide, Moses’s sla&iiiK Uie 
Kayptian. ^ud'a atahtutig the kina of M<iah» hlla«’a 
CRliiJik lorCre. by exiraurduuiry andiietmliar insiUict. 

• 2 Tim. h. 25. I I Pet. ii. 23. 
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from reproach: Jidng reviled^ we bless: 
Mng ptrseauted^ V)e m^er so doth 
St. I*a«l roprobcnt their practice. And in 
r(>asr»n we should rather follow t^in in this 
their ordinary course^ than in their extra- 
ordinary sallies of praotice. 

In tine, however in some cases and cir- 
cumstances the matter may admit such 
exceptions, so that all language disp^raceful 
to our neighbour is not ever culpable; yet 
the cases arc so few and rare in compari- 
son, the practice commonly so dangerous 
and ticklish, that wortliily forbearing to 
reproach, dotli bear the style of a general 
rule: and particularly, for clearer direc- 
tion, we are in tlie following cases obliged 
carefully to shun it ; or in speaking about 
our neighbour we must obbcrve these cau- 
tions: — 

1. Wo should never in severe terms in- 
veigh again*;! any man without reasonable 
warrant, or presuming upon a good call 
and commission thereto. As every man 
should not assume to himself Ibe powder of 
administering ju«>tice (of trying, senten- 
cing, and punidiing offenders), so must not 
every man take upon him to speak against 
those wrho seem to do ill ; which is a sort of 
punishment, including the infliction ofsnio»’t 
and damage upon the persons eoncorned. 
Every man hath indeed a commission, in 
due place and season, with discretion and 
moderation to admonish his neighbour of- 
fending ; but otherwise to speak ill of him, 
no private man hath just right or autho- 
rity: and therefore iu presuming to do it 
he is disorderly and irregular, trefcpaasing 
beyond his liounds, usurping an undue 
power to himself. 

2. We should never speak ill of any man 

without apparent just cause* It must be 
j uat : we mu'^l not roproac h mt ii for things 
itinoeeiit or indifferent ; for not concurring 
in disputable opinions with us, for not com- 
plying with our huiuouv, for not serving 
our interest, for not doing any thing to 
whi<*h they are not obliged, or for using 
their lilurty iu any ease: it must l>eat 
least some considerable fault, which we 
can so much as t*ix. It must also be clear 
and cerlaaii, notorious and palpable; for 
to speak ill upon slender eonjeeturcs, or 
doLil)1ful suspicions, is full of iniquity. 'o<r« 
eun th(*y TnU at things 

which they know not^ is part of tlioi-e wicked 
men’s character, whom St. .lude'' doth so 
severely requ ehend. If indeed, these con- 
ditions being wanting, we presume to rt»- 
pioach any man, wo do therein no less than 
slander liim ; which to do is unlawful in 

"*1 r<n u U, Hum. XU 11. “JuOMrie. 


any case, is in truth a most diabolical and 
detestable crime. To impose odious nain(>s 
and characters on any person, which ho 
deserveth not, or witlumt p*ound of truth, 
is to play the Devil; and hell itself scarce 
w^ill ow n a fouler practice. 

3. We should u<»t cast reproach upon 
any man without some necessary reason. 
In oliarity (that charity which caocreiJi nil 
sins, which ayeereth a multitude of sins^) 
we are hound to connive at the defect*;, 
and to conceal the faults of our bretlircn ; 
to extenuate and expose thorn when appa- 
rent, so far as w 0 may in truth and equity. 
We must not therefore ever produce them 
to light, or prosecute them with severity, 
except very needful occasion urgeth : such 
as is tho glory and service of (iod, the 
maintenance of truth, tho vindication of 
innocence, the preservation of public ju‘u 
tice ami peace, the amendment of our 
neighbour himself, or securing others from 
contagion. Barring such reasons (really 
lieing, not afleetedly pretended), we are 
bound not so much os to disclose, as to 
touch our neighbour’s faults ; mu<>n more, 
not to blaze them about, not to exaggerate 
them by vehement invectives. 

4. We should never speak ill of any man 
beyond measure: be the cause neior so 
just, the occasion never so necessary, wo 
should yet nowise be immoderate therein, 
exceeding the bounds prescribed by truth, 
equity, and hiunanity. We should never 
speak worse of any man whatever than ho 
certainly deserveth, according to the most 
favourable construction of his doings ; 
never more than the cause abholntely re- 
quireth. We should rather be careful to 
fall short of what in rigorous truth might 
bo said against him, than in tho l(*a8t to 
pass beyond it . The best cause had better 
seem to suffer a little by our rescrvodness 
in its defence, than any man be wronged 
by our aspersing him ; ff>r God, the patron 
of truth and tiglit, is cv er able to sf^cure 
them without tho succom* <if our unjiLst 
and uncharitable dealing. The oontriuy 
practice hath indeed within it a spice of 
slander, tliut is, of the worst iniquity. 

5. We must never speak ill of* any man 
out of bad principles, or for bad ends. 

No sudden or rash anger should insti- 
gate ub thereto. For, Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
eoil-speakini', he put away fro/m ym, with 
all maHee,^ is tlie apostohea) precept : they 
are all associates and kindred, which arc 
to be cast away together. Such aug(T itsr If 

** PruVrX. U, 1 ret IV H, 1 rnr.acui 4. 

P liidi It. Jl , Col 111. s. 
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is culpable, aA a work of the flesh, and there- 
fore to be suppres<^ed; and all its brood 
lUerefore is also to bo smothered: the 
daughter of such a mother cannot bo legi- 
timate. The lerath of man worheth not the 
7 *i^hteouiness of Goa,^ 

Wo must not speak ill out of inveterate | 
hatred or ill-tdll. For this murderous, this 
vij>erou6 disposition, should itself l>e rooted 
out of omr hearts: whatever issueth from 
it cannot be otherwise than very bad ; it 
must be a poisonous breath that exhaleth 
from that foul source. 

'Wo must not be provoked thereto by 
any revengeful disposition, or rancorous 
spleen, in regard to any injuries or dis- 
('ourtesies received. For, as we must not 
ipvenge oursehes, or render evil in any 
tjtlier uay ; so particularly not in this, 
which is commoiJy the special instance 
('xpressly prohibited. Betirier not enl fm 
< /•//, saith St. Peter, 7wr raiUtu^forraillnf^; 
but vontraiiwhe bless ^ or speak veil : and, 

I Hess them^ s»ailh our Lord, Khch curse 
you ^ lihhs^ saith St. Paul, and curse mL* 

We must not also do it out of contempt; 
tor wo arc not to slight our brethren in our 
lu arts. No man really (considering what 
he IS, whence be came, how he is related, 
w hat he ih cajiahle of) can he despicable. 
Fxtrenie naughtiness is indeed conteinj)- 
tihle; but the unhappy person that is en- 
gaged tlierein is rather to be pitied than 
despised.* However, charity biudetli tis to 
sliile Contemptuous motions of heart, and 
not to sent them in vilifying expre^sions. 

3 Particularly, it is a barbarous practice 
out »»f contempt to rtmroach persons for 
natural imperfections, mr moanness of cou- 
diti<ai, for tmlueky disasters, f(»r any in- 
>()luntary defects: this being indeed to 
reproach miinkind, unto w'hich such tilings 
ai e iiKddent ; to rejw'oaeh Providence, from 
tluj di«>pocjiLl whercHif they do proceed, 
ii how moilteth the poor desniseth hisMa- 
hot saitU tlie W iso Man : ana the same may 
Ik '^aid of him that re})roachfully moeketh 
him tlmt is dull in paris, deformed in body, 
weak in health or strength, or defective in 
any such way. 

Likewise we must not speak ill out of 
(Tivy, boeause others do excel u** in any 
good quality, or exceed us in fortune. To 
luurbour tins base and ugly disposition in 
our minds is unworthy of a man, who 
should delight in all good springing up 
an here, and befalling any man natwally 
allied unto him; it is most untvorthy of a 

;* Jamwi. 20 » IPot HI. 9; Iklatt. 41, Hem. 

*»i 44 5 Deut \xv, 8. * He that ii Toid ol aU- 

clom d(»|>isctb bis ucighbour,— Fruv. xi. 12. ^ Prov 


Christian, who should tender hU brotheria 
good as his own, and rejoit^ with those that 
»ejmce,'^ From thence to be <irawn to cast 
reproach upon any man, is horrible and 
heinous wickedness. 

• Neither should we ever use reproach os 
a means of com^iassing any design we do 
affect or aim at: it is an unwarrantable 
engine of raising us to wealth, dignity, or 
repute. To grow by the diminution, to rise 
by the depression, to shine by the eclipse 
of others, to build a fortune upon the ruins 
ofourneiglibour's reputation, is that which 
no honomabte mind can aifect, no honest 
man will endeavour. Our own wit, cou- 
rage, and industry, managed with God*s 
assistance and blessing, are sufficient, and 
only lawful instruments of prosecuitng 
honest enterprises ; we need not, we most 
not instead of them employ our neighbour’s 
disgrace ; no worldly good is worth pur- 
chasing at such a rate,' no project worth 
achiering by such foul ways. 

Ncitlicr should we out of malignity, to 
cherish or gratify ill humour, use this prac- 
tice. It is observable of some persons, that 
not out of any formed displeasure, grudge, 
or particular disaffection, nor out of any 
purticulai* design, but merely out of a 
an ill disposition, springing op 
from nature, or contracted by use, they are 
apt to carp at any action, and with sharp 
rcqoToach to bite any man that comes in 
their wa;f, thereby Veeding and sootiiing 
that evil inclination. But ab tliis inhuman 
and currish humour should be corrected 
and extirpated irom our hearts, so should 
the issues thereof at our mouths he stop- 
ped ; the bespattering our neighbour’s good 
name should never afford any satibfliction 
or delight unto us. 

Nor out of wantonness should wo speak 
iD, for our divertisemeut or sport. For our 
neighbom*’s reputation is too groat and pre- 
cious a thing to be played with, or offered 
up to sport ; we ore very foolisli in so dis- 
vmuing it, very naughty in so misusing it« 
Our wits are very baiTcn. our brains are 
ill furnishiKl withlttore of knowledge, if we 
can find no other matter of conversatioiL 

Nor out of negligence and imulvortcncy 
should we sputter out reproachful S}K>eoi); 
shooting ill words at rovers, or not regard- 
ing who hltuids in our way. Among all 
temerities this is one of the most noxious, 
and therefore very culpable. 

In fine, we should never speak concorii- 
ing our neighbour ff^om any other prmi'iple 
than cliai'Uy, or to any other intent but w hat 
is eharitahie ; snch as tcndetli to his good, 
xH. 15 , 



OF EVIL.SPEAKING IN GENERAL. [bbemow xvi! 


160 

or at least is consistent therewith* Ltet all 
yottr (saith St. Paul) be done in cha- 
rity:^ and words are most of the things we 
do conoerning our neighbour, wherein we 
ma;)r express charity. In all onr speeches, 
therefore, touching him, we should plainly 
show that wo have a care of his reputation, 
that w*e tender his interest, that we even 
desire his content and repose. Even when 
reason and need do so require, that we 
should disclose and reprehend his faults, 
we may, we should, by the manner and 
scope of our speech, signify thus much. 
Which rule were it observed, if we should 
never speak ill otherwise tlpm out of cha- 
rity, surely most ill-speaking would be cut 
off; most, I fear, of our tattling about 
otbars, much of our gossipping, would be 
marred. 

Indeed, so for from bitter or sour our 
language should be, that it ought to be | 
sweet and pleasant so ffup from rough 
and harsh, tliat it should be courteous and 
obliging; so far from signifying wrath, ill- 
will, contempt, or animosity, that it should 
express tender affection, good esteem, •sin- 
cere respect toward our bre threu ; and be 
apt to produce the like in them toward us; 
the sense of them should be grateful to the 
heart : the very sound and accent of them 
should be delightful to the ear. Every onp 
should please his neighbour for hL^ good to 
edijicatum. Our words should altoays he 
i't mtk grace ^ seasoned with salt;^ 

they should have the grace of courtesy, 
they should be seasoned with the salt of 
discretion, so as to be sweet and savoury 
to the hearers.* Commonly ill language is 
a certain sign of inward enmity and ill-will. 
Good-will is w'ont to show itsedt in good 
terms ; it cl otheth oven its grief liandsome- 
ly, and Its displeasure earrieth favour in 
its face ; its rigour is civil and gentle, tem- 
pered with pity for the faults and errors 
which it dishketh, with tlie desire of their 
amendment and recovery whom it repre- 
hendeth. It would inflict no more evil than 
is necessary; it would cure its neighbour^ 
disease without exaspcraiting his patience, 
troubling his modesty, or impairing his cre- 
dit. As it always judgeth candidly, so it 
never condemneth extremely. 

II. But so much for the explication of 
this precept, and the directive part of our 
discourse. I shall now briefly propound 
some inducements to the observance there- 
of. 

* Cbanta^ — onm arguit mitiflest, cum blaiidltur 
flimplev CM pu* Molet 8it>viri, Bine dolo mulrere, 

C itlentf^r noiit ira'^oi, fauniiliter indignari — S. Bern 
)l u. 
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■ Korn M 1 < ot X. 33, C’ol n. <* 


1. Let US consider, that nothiug more 
than railing and reviling is opposite to the 
nature, and inconsistent with the tenor of 
our religion ; f the which, as even a hea- 
then did observe of it, nil nisi justum stta* 
det^ et hne^ doth recommend nothing but 
what is very just and mild : ^ which pro- 
poundeth the practices of charity, meek- 
ness, patience, peaceableness, mod^tion, 
equity, alacrity or good humour, as its 
principid laws, and declareth them the chief 
fruits of the divine Spirit and grace : which 
chargetb us to curb and compose all our 
passions ; more particularly to restrain and 
repress anger, animosity, envy, malice, and 
such like dispositions, as the fruits of car- 
nality and corrupt lust: which consequently 
drieth up all the sources, or dammeth up 
the sluices of bad language. As it doth 
above all things^ oblige u.s to bear no ill- 
wiil in our hearts, so it chargeth us to vent 
none with our mouths. 

2. It is therefore often expressly con- 
demned and prohibited as evil. lt*^is the 
property of the w icked, a character of those 
who work iniquity^ to whet their tongues like 
a sword^ and Iwnd their bows to shoot their 
arrows^ even bitter words.*' 

3. No practice hath more severe punish- 
ments denounced to it than this. The railer 
(and it is indeed a very proper and fit pu- 
nishment for him, he being exceedingly bad 
company) is to be banished out of all good 
society: thereto St. Paul adjiulgeth him: 
I have (saith he) iw/M’ written unto you, md 
to keep company f any man that is called 
a brother he a fornuator^ or cov-tons^ or an 
idolater.^ or a railer^ or a drunkard ^ or an 
extortioner^ with such an one not to eaty Yc 
see what company the railer liath in the 
text, and with what a crew of people he is 
coupled: hut no good company he is al- 
lowed otherwhere ; everv good Christian 
should avoid him as a blot, and a pest of 
conversation : and finally he is sure to be 
excluded from the blessed society above in 
heaven for neither thieves^ nor voeeUnts^ 
nor drunkardiy nor revilers^ nor extortion^ 
ers shall inherit the kingdom of God: ® and, 
Without (without the heaveulv city) are 
dogs^^ saith St. John in his Revelation ; that 
is, tliose chiefly who out of currish spite or 

f Lingua Christum cnnfrssa non sit malcdica, nun 
turbulunta, non oonvitiis at liitbus porstrepens au- 
diatur —C^r.de U/ut Ecrl, 

ConvitUB et mttledietm queeso tob abstineto ; quia 
nefiue maledici regnuin Dei conoeqnentur \ et bngua 
qu8B Christum oontcoBa est, Incolumls et pura cum 
Muo honore servanda cat.— ^/»r. Kp vii. 

t Hinc intclbgcre possumus quarn gravis sit et 
peniiriosa maliMlictlo, qiiamiu, etuunri alia bona ad- 
fueniit, sola exoludlt a ccrlo - StUv. de Quber. Dci, 
lib 111 

Marvell * 1 Pet i' 8 ■Psal lsU.3, 

blCoi 1 . 1 1. ''iCoMi 10. ^ Roi xxii. lok 
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malignity do frowardly bark at thcii* neigii- 
boiirts, or iTttC'lly bite them with reproach- 
ful language, 

4. It' look ujpon auch language in its 
own nature, what is it but a symptom ot a 
foul, a weak, a disordered and distempered 
mind? It is the smoke of inward rage and 
malice; it is a streuin that cannot issue 
trim a sweet spring: it is a storm that 
cannot bluster out of a calm region. Thu 
Wiyrds of the pure ure pleasaitt wordt* as 
the Wise Man saith* 

5. This practice doth plainly signify low 
spirit, ill breeding, and bad manners ; and 
1 hence misbecometh any wise, anv honest, 
any honourable p<T»on, It agi'eej^ to chil- 
dren, who aj*e unapt and unaccustomed to 
deal in matters considerable, to squabble; 
to women of meanest rank (apt by nature, 
or custom, to be transportCMl with {lassion), 
to scDld. In our moilcrn languages it is 
U rmed rithny^ as being proper for rustic 
boors, or men of coarsest education and 
eixiploymeiit; who, having their minds de- 
based by being conversant in inc'anest af- 
iair-Hj do vent their sorry passions, and 
bicker about their petty <‘oneerimient.s, in 
sueh strains; who also, btdng not capable 
ol a fair reputation, or f»en.sihle cd' disgrace 
to theniselv<*s, do little value the credit of 
others, or care for aspersing it. Jtut .such 
language is miw oi*lhy of tliose perstms, and 
numot easily he drawn from them, who 
are wont to <*xerei^e their thoughts aland 
nobler matters, who are versed in affairs 
manageable <jnl\ by calm deliberation and 
fjir persuasion, not by iinpehious and pro- 
\ ( leativ e rudeness ; the which do ne\ work 
otlif rwi'-e upon masculine souN, tlian so as 
t«» [irocure disdain and resistance. Such 
jiervoiis, knowing the benefit of a good 
n une, being wont to possess a good repute, 
jirizing their own ^Tcdit as a eon.siderablc 
good, will never be prone to bereave others 
of the like by opprobrious speech. A noble 
I neiny will never speak of his enemy in bad 
leruis.* 

^Ve may further consider, tlmt all wise, 
all honesty all ingenuous person«^ have an 
aMTsntion friun ill .^peaking, and cannot 
entertain it with any acceptance or eom- 
plac(‘i)ce ; tliat only ill-natured, unworthy, 
and naughty people, are its willing audi- 
t ors, or do nlnq it with applause. The gtiod , 
1 mil. in the fifteenth P^id in, lom aecipit op- 
jrobriunt^ doth not take up^ or accept, a ! 
? iprooch agcdnht his neighbour but A trie- 
Ufi dorr^ saith the Wise Maii,g/re^/* had to 

• In qwft adintrun roIpo Kravitati>ni ef justltiain rt 
s.'i|U4>ijti<ijn < <jui iiiiaquHtn nl'ti boitunlicen- 

libMiiiK’ «rptllut. - lUt Jjmi. totn vi. 0. 

* Pr«n. \v. HO. f r*iiJ. IV. 8. 

Von. 1. 


false Ups^ and a liar gioeth ear to a meaghly 
tougueA And whatrimonablemtutwiB do 
that wliieh is di.sgustful to the wise atul 
good, is grateful only to the foolish and 
ba^r sort of men ? f I pretermit, that using 
this «ort of language doth inei^acitate a 
man for to benefit his neighbour, and de- 
feateth his endeavours for his edification, 
disparaging a {^od cause, prejudicing the 
defence of trum, obstructing the effects of 
good instruction and wholesome reproof; 
as we did before remark and declare. 
Further, 

I He that useth this kind of speeck 
I doth, as harm and trouble others, so create 
man^ great inconveniences and mmehiefs 
to liim^'iclf thereby. Nothing so inflameth 
the wrath of men, so provoketh their em* 
mity, so breedeth lasting hatred and spite, 
as do contumelious words. They are often 
called swords and arrows ; ** and as such 
they pierce deeply, and cause most grievous 
sin 2 U*t; which men feeling are enraged, 
and accordingly will strive to requite 
them in the like maimer, and in all other 
obvious ways of revenge.* lienee strife, 
clamour and tumult, care, suspicion and 
fear, danger and trouble, sorrow and re- 
gret, do seize on the revilcr; and he is 
sufficiently jiunished for this dealing. No 
man can oUierwiso than live in pcrjietual 
fear of reciprocal like usage from him, 
whom he is conscious of having so abused. 
Whence, if not justice or charity toward 
olhu’s, yet love and pity of ourselves, 
should persuade us to forbear it as dis^ 
quietful, iucummodSouR, and miscliicv ous 
to us. 

W e should indeed certainly eiyoy much 
love, much concord, much qmet, w e should 
live in groat safety and security, we should 
Ihj exempted from much care and fear, if 
we would re.strain ourselves from ahmsing 
and offending our neighbour in this kind : 
being conscious of so just and innocent 
demeanour tow'ord him, we should con- 
verse witli him in a pleasant freedom and 
confidence, not suspecting any bad lan- 
guage or ill tu»age from him. 

7. Hence with evidently good reason is 
he that useth such hmguage called a fmtl: 
and he that ahstainetu from it is com- 
mended as wise. A foot's lips enter into 
Contention^ and his month calleth for strokes, 
A fool's mouth is his destrtwtim^ aiui his 

t It is always taken os an argument of ill-will. 
MalcHliou** a maloflcu nun disUit, iilsl ocraaiout *— 
Uuiot xH. 9. 

< Trov. xvii. 4. h The seourirp of the tongiip, 
Jol) V . 21 . Pmi . xli. 18,— There Is that a|)oakrth hhp 
tlic ittOK^ings of a sword . f^sal. liil. 4 ; Ifx, 7 ; Kli , 
i’sjl. til. *i. — siiur)* raror; I»ro\. xvk, 14. 

I The troaoi’d longue Kt put uiiti — Pru v x. di. 
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Up$ 0 re th» mre ofhkt Jie that 
r^idH«thhiBtaf^i9wm, fnthetor^ue 
(f tike wm £b that h&peik Ms 

Ihps ha^p 0 tk hi$ 1^6 IfMt h$ that openeth 
fxiidt hk mxmtk (tw is, in eviUpeaking, 
gaping with clamour an<i vchemencj>«&a// 
Mm deitructiion. The ufords of a mse 
muik are gracum: hut the lipe of a 
wiU mallow up Death and 

Me in the power of the taitgm; and 
tkep that hoe it ehafl eat the fruit thermfi^ 
iiiat is, of the one or ilie other^ lunswerublj 
to the kind of speech they choose. 

In flue, very remarkame is timt advice, 
0r resolution of the grand point coneemiog 
the best way of living happSy , in the Psal- 
luiet; WhatimnUheihatdm^ 
hwih dojfs^ that he eee goodf 
Keep % from eaU^ and thy Hmfrom 
shaking guSe, ^ Abstinence from 1 1 Lspeak- 
ing he seemeth to propose as the :first step 
toward the tuition of a diirably*hap{)y life. 

8, Lastly, we may consider that it is a 
irricvotts perverting the design of speech 
(Uiat excellenl facultj , which so inueli dis- 
tinguisheth us from, so highly advunceth 
us above, other creature's), to use it to the 
defaming and disquictinj^ our neighlKUir. 
It was given us os an instrument of l»e- 
ncdcial conunerce, and delectable convert 
sation; that with it we might assist and 
advise, might cheer and comfort one an- 
other: wp Uierefore, in emplo)iiig it to the 
disgrace, vexation, damage or prejudice in 
any kind, of our neighbour, do foully abuse 
it; and so doing, render ourselves indeed 
worse than dumbl>east5: for better far it 
were that we could say nothing, than that 
we should speak ill.* 

iVino the God of grace and pmre make 
us perfact in every good worh to do hh wiU^ 
uorhtng in us that wldch is U'dl pleasing in 
his eighty through Jesus Christ; to whom 
he glory for ever and ever, Amen,^ 


SERMON XVII. 

THE FOIXT OF bUinPER. 

Prov. X. 18. — He that utteretk dander 
isaf&oL 

General declamations against vice and sin 
are indeed excellently useful, as rousing 
men to consider and took about them: but 
they do often want effect, because they only 
raise oonfuaed apprehensions of things, and 

* luuct, ei egere onlnl ratlono anUus liiiatiefe. 
quMii KovidetiUie tmmers Inmutuam iiemicism ooa- 

yeiftair^, — QittHi xU. 1* 

Frov *vUi, a 7 ; X. 19 ; x*i. IS; xlii. 3; Kocles. 
Frov. xuli. 21. i FSal. axxjv. 12, 13, 


indeterminate propon&ions to action ; tlic 
winch usually, bt»fore men throughly per- 
ceive or resolve what they should practise, 
do d('cay and vanish. As he that ones out 
dre doth stir up people, and inspireth them 
with a kind of hovering tendency every 
way, yet no man thence to purpose moveth, 
untU he be distinctly informed where the 
mischi^ is; then ia thm^ who appre- 
hend themselves concerned, run hastily to 
oppose it: so, till we particularly discern 
where our offences lie (till we distinctly 
know the heinous nature and the mischie- 
vous consequences of them), wc scarce will 
effectually apply ourselves to correct them. 
Whence it is requisite, that meu should 
be particularly acquainted with their sitia, 
and by proper arguments be dissuaded from 
them. 

In order whereto, I have now stlected 
one sin to describe, and to tUssiiade from, 
being in nature as vile, and in practice as 
common, as any other whatever that hatli 
prevailed among men. It is slander, n sin 
which in all times and places liath hem 
epidemical and rife ; but which especially 
doth seem to roign and rage in our age 
and country. 

There are principles innate to men, 
which ever have, and ever will incline them 
to this offence. Eager iqjpeiites to secular 
and sensual goods; violent possums, urging 
the prosecuUoQ of wliat men affect ; wrath 
and displeasure against those who stand in 
the way of compassing their desires ; emu- 
lation and envy tow^ai'd those who hap to 
succeed belter, or to attain agreatt*r share 
in such thills; excessive scU-love; unac- 
Cimutahle malignity and vanity, are in some 
degrees connatural to all men, and ever 
prompt tliem to this dealing, as ajipoai'ing 
themost oflicm'ious, compendious, and easy 
way of satisfyiti|^ such appetites, of pro- 
moting such designs, of discharging su(*h 
lisbsiotis. Slander thence hatli alway s been 
a pnncipal engine, whereby covetous, ambi- 
tious, envious, ill-natured, and vain persons 
have strove to supplant their competitors, 
and advance themselves ; meaning thereby 
to procure, what they chiefly prize and like, 
wealth, or dignity, or reputation, flivour 
Mid power in tlie court, respect and in- 
terest with the people. 

Hut from especial causes our age pecu- 
liarly doth abound in tliis practice: for, 
besiaes the common disprtsitions inclining 
thereto, there are ooneeita newly coined, 
and greedily entertained by many, wliiidi 
seem purposely levelled at the disparage- 
ment of pk*ty, chiiri ty, and jusliev, buUsli- 
tuting interest iu the room of conscience, 
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authorising iwd commmtling, for good and 
wise, all ways serwng to private advan- 
tage. There are impla^hie dissensions, 
fierce animosities, and bitter aeals spn^ 
up; thtre is an extreme curiosity, nic^ 
ncftS, and deficary of judgment; there is 
a mighty afFcctatLon of seeming wise imd 
witty by any means; there is a great 
unsettleiucnt of mind, and corruption of 
manners, generally diffused over people: 
from which sources it is no wonder that 
this flood bath so overflown, that no^banks 
can restrain it, no fences are able to resist 
it; 80 tliat ordinary conversation is full 
with it, and no demeanour can be aeoure 
from it. 

If we do mark what is done in many 
(might 1 not say, in most) companies, what 
is it, but one telling malicious stories of, 
tir fastening odious characters upon, an- 
other? What do men oominonlj please 
themselves in so much, as in earning and 
harshly censuring, in defaming ana abusii^ 
their neighbours ? Is it not the ^rt and 
flivertisement of many, to cast dirt in 
faces of all they meet with ; to bespatter 
any man with foul imputations ? Doth not 
in every corner a Momus lurk, from the 
veiioin of w'hosc spiteful or Tietulant tongue 
no emincncy of rank* dignity of place, or 
sacre<lness of offlee, no innocence or inte- 
grity of life, no wisdom or circumspection 
ill b<hayiour, no good natui*e, or benig- 
nity in dealing and carriage, can protect 
any person ? Do not men assume to them- 
sches a liberty of Mling romances, ami 
framing cliaraelcrs concerning their neigh- 
bour, as freely as a poet doth about Hec- 
tor or Turnn**, Themtes or Draucus? Do 
they not usurp a power of playing with, of 
tossing about, of tearing in pieces their 
neighbour's good name, os if it were the 
veriest toy in the world? Do not many, 
having a form of godhmn$ (some of them 
demurely, others coiifldently, both wdtbout 
any sense of, or remorse for what they do), 
i^aekbite tbeir brethren ? Is it not grown so 
cf numon a thing to asjierse causelessly, tliat 
no man wonders at it, that few dishke, that 
scarce any detest it? that most notorious 
caluinniatorB are heard, not only with pa-s 
lienoe, but with pleasure ; yea, are even 
held in v<tguG and reverence, as men of a 
notable talent, and very serviceable to their 
party? so that slander seemetli to have lost 
Its nature, and not to be now an udious 
sin, but a fashionable humour, a way of 
]>lei»ing entertainment, a fine knack, or 
curious feat of policy; eo that no man at 
least takuth hims(‘lf or oIIkts to be account- 
able for what is said hi this way. Is not, 


in fine, the case become midb, Hakt wimevor 
hath in him any love of truth, nqr aanao 
of justice or honesty, any spark «f dbyitity 
toward his brethren, sjkidl hardly beibw 
to satisfy himself in the oonvoTsations he 
meeteth; but will be tempted, with the 
holy Prophet, to w'lsh him^f sef]uestared 
from society, and cast into solitude; re- 
peating those Words of his. Oh that I had 
in the teildimess a lodging place of xcaf», 
faring men ; that / might leace my people^ 
and go from thm: for theg are-^m m* 
eemhly of treacherous men^ and they bend 
their tongues Uhe their bou^fbr Hesf^ Tliis 
he wished in an age so resembling ours, that 
I fear the desolation with equal patness 
may seit both : Take ye heed (said he then ; 
and may we not advise the like now ?) etaery 
one of ale neighbour^ and trust ye not in any 
brother I for every brother will utterly sup^ 
plant, and every neighbour will walk wUh 
shnirs. They mil deceive every one his 
neighbour, and will not speak the truth ; they 
have taught their tongue to ^ah Hes, and 
weary themselves to commit miguity,^ 

Such being the state of things obvious 
to experience, no discourse may so«m more 
needful or useful, tlian tliat which serreth 
to correct or chc<k tJiis pracHee ; the which 
I shall endeavour to do, — 1 • by deseribing 
the nature ; 2. by declaring the foiiy 
of it ; or showing it to be very true which 
the Wise Mon here assiirteth, lie that id* 
tereth slander is a fooL The which parti- 
tuJai*s 1 hope so to prosecute, that any man 
shall be able eobily to discern, and ready 
heartily to detect this practice. 

1, For explication of its nature, we may 
describe slander to be the uttering fldse (c»r 
equivalent to false, morally false) speech 
against our neighbour, in prejudice to his 
fame, his saft'ty* his welfare, or concern- 
ment in any kind, out of malignity, vanity, 
rashness, ill-naturo, or bad design. That 
which is in holy Scripture forbidden and 
repioved under several names and notions ; 
of bearing false wit/iess, false accusation, 
railing censure, sycvphaiUry, tale-bearing, 
whispering, backbiting, supplanting, taking 
up reproach f which tiTUis some of them 
do signify the nature, others denote the 
special kmds, others imply the tuanuers, 
others suggest the euds (if this practioe. 
But it secinetk most fiilly intelligible by 
observing the several kinds and dmeea 
thereof; as also by reflc^ii^ on the ^vers 
ways and manners of practising it. 

* Jer, ix. 8, S ; vl. a» ; Kook. *xU. 0. e JK«r, lx. 
4, 5. * Kxod. XX. 10 1 Psal. xxsv. lit Jsdp 9 

9 ppt. 11. N ; J.uh6 lit. 14 : xtt is , 

Pio\ \vm. 8; \\vt> 20; axJ. 2Rt Boan. S. 2ft, i Cor. 
\i1. 2U , XV. 3, Kom> K 30 ; 3sr« IXv 4 , xv. 4. 
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The principal kinds thereof I observe to 
Ik* these; — 

1 . The f! 7 *os 8 est kind of slander is tiiai 
which in the Pecalogtie is called bmHng 
false testimony agaimt our neighbour ^ that 
In, fbtly charging hiin with ikcts the which 
he never ooiiimitted, and is nowise guilty 
of. As in the case of Naboth, when men 
were suborned to say, Naboth did bias- 
pheme God and the king : and as was Da- 
vid's case when he thus complained, False 
witnesses did rise vp^ they laid to my charge 
things that J knew not of.^ This kind in 
the highest way (that is, in judicial pro* 
cecdings) is more rare; and of all men, 
they a ho are detected to practise it are held 
most vile and infamous; as being plainly 
the most pernicious and perilouh jnstm* 
month of injustice, the in<)st des})erate ene- 
mies of all men's right and safety that can 
be. But also out of the court there arc 
many knights-errant of the posl , whose bu- 
siness it is to run about scattering false re- 
ports; sometimes loudly proclaiming them 
in open companies, sometimes closely whis- 
pering them in dark corners ; thii'* infecting 
conversation with their poisonous breath : 
these no less notoriou’-ly arc guilty of this 
kind, as bearing always the same malice, 
and sometimes breeding as ill efietts. 

2. Another kind is, allixing scandalous 
names, injurious epithets, and odtous cha- 
racters upon persons, which they deserve 
not. Ah when Corah and his complices did 
accuse Moses of being ambit iouh, imjust, 
and tyrannioal: when the Pharisees called 
our Lord an imiKistor, a blasphemer, n 
sorcerer, a glutton and wine-bibber, an 
incendiary and perverter (d* the people, one 
that y[iahe ogamst C<rsftr^ wad forbad togiee 
tribute: when the apostles were charged 
of being pestilent, turbulent, factious, and 
seditious fellows.® 'I'liis sort being very 
common, and thence in ordinary repute not 
so bud, yet in just^stiniation may be judged 
even worse than the former ; as doing to 
our neighbour more heavy and more irre- 
parable wTong. For it imposeth on him 
really more bhune, and that such which he 
(Min hardly shake off; because the charge 
sigiiifieth habit of evil, and includeth many 
nets; then, being general and indefinite, 
can scarce be disproved. He, for instance, 
that callcth a sober man drunkard, doth 
impute to him nuuiy acts of such iutempt*- 
rancp; some really past, others probably 
future ; and no partit-ular time or place - 
beiTiL^ s|HcifKd, how can a man clear him- 

1 hinK^ Jtw U, INrI kkx\, II. * Num xv* 

9, 13» U , Jahii xiv 7 , Malt. xx\> St, i\ a* xU ■ 

'»4 , t 1 1 I k xvvu 2, .t, II , jyhn XU, 12 , Acts ’ 

»i] 0 > xxi\ ) 
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self of tliat imimtatitni, especially with those 
who are not throughly ac(j[uninted with his 
eonversaiioii? So he that (*allcth a iniui 
unjust, proud, perverse, hypocritical, doth 
load him with the most ^‘ievous faults, 
whi(*h it is not possible that the most 
innocent person should disoliarge himself 
from. 

;i. Like to that kind is this, aspersing a 
man's actions with harsh censures and foul 
terms, importing that they proceed from 
ill principles, or tend to had ends ; so as it 
doth not or cannot appear. Thus when wo 
say of him tliat is genet oiisly hospitabh , 
tliat he ib profuse* ; of him that is prudently 
frugal, that he is inggardJ} ; of him that 
is cnet^rf'ul and free in his con^ersa1ion, 
that he is vain or loose; of him that is 
serious and re^^olute in a good way, tliat he 
js sulh'ii or morose ; of him that is coiispi. 
cuous and brisk in virtuous practice, that it 
is ambition or ostentation wliieh actuates 
him ; of him that is close and bashful in the 
like good w»ay, that it w sneaking stupidity, 
or want of spirit ; of him that is ros<rv cd, 
that it is craft ; of him that is op(*n, thal 
it is simplicity in him when W'e asprilx^ a 
man's liberality and charity to vain-glory 
or popularity ; his strictness of life and con- 
stancy in devotion, to superstition or hypo- 
crisy : when, T say, we pass such censures, 
or impose such characters, on the laudabk* 
or innocent practice of our neighbours, wc 
are indeed slanderers, imitating therein (he 
great calumniator, who thus did slander 
even God himself, imputing his prohibition 
of the fruit unto envy toward men: (God 
(said he) doth knon\ that m the day ye eat 
thereof your eyes shall be opened^ and ye 
shall be as gods^ knovirtg good ujtd 
who thus (lid ascribe the steiwly piety of 
•Tub, not to a consciimlious love and four 
of Goil, but to polity and selfish design: 
Doth Job fear (rod for nought 

Whoever indeed ponounc'ctb conc( rn- 
ing his neighbour's intentions otherwise 
than they are evidently expressed by words, 
or signified by overt actions, is a slanderer ; 
because be prettmdeth to know, and dareth 
to aver, that whwdi he noways possibly can 
tell whether it l»e true ; because the heart 
is exempt from all jurisdiction here, is only 
subject to the goverDinent and trial i>f 
anotiier wodd ; because no man can judge 
concerning the truth of s«(‘li accusations; 
because no man can exempt or defend him 

» At nos tirtutes ipsas invertSmu'*, atatio 
8ii>ccmmi ciipmiu^ >as UicruMtaro fVobus quw 
Nobisfjuui inttUuiii u«t ilcinismts huuio. 1111 
Tanlo coanouK a pinffin <laniui, 

iM/.baai. I V, V aJ StHtm jtpuU, 
f (jcu ui. '1 It .lob i. 1 11. 1 . 
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from them: ao that npparc*nt1^ such 
]trdotice doth thwart all course of justic*e 
^tid equity. 

4. AnoUter kind is, perverting a man's 
w<jrds or actions disadvantageously by af- 
Ibftod misconstruction.** All words are 
atubiguous, and capable of different souses 
(some fair, some more foul;) all actions 
have two handles, one that candour and 
charity will, another that disingenuity and 
spite may, lay hold on:* and in such cases, 
to misapprehend is a calumnious procedure, 
arguing malignant disposition and mischie- 
\oub design. Thus when two men did 
witness that our Lord afiirmed he could 
demolish the temjAe^ and rear it a^nin in 
three days ; * although be did indeed speak 
words to tiiat purpose, meaning them in 
a figurathc sense, discernible enough to 
those who would candidly have minded liis 
drift and way of speaking ; yet they who 
ri'udely alleged them against him are called 
faj.se witnesses: At last (saith the Gospel) 
rume two false witticbses^ and said^ This feU 
low said, I am able to destroy the temple, 

Thus also, when some certified of St. 
Stephen, as having said tliat Jesus of 
zareth should destroy that place, and t hauge 
the enstoms that Moses deiioered ; although 
probably he did bpeak words near to that 
purpose, jet are those men called false 
witnesses; And (saith St. Luke) they set 
up false witnesses, which said. This mtm 
f easeth not to sfwak blasphemous words, &c. 
Which instances plainly do show, if we 
w ould oid trinlt of slander, how ciire- 
ful we ■'liould bt to interpret faiidy and 
favoiirablj Ihe words and the actions of 
oiu‘ neighbimr, 

5. Anidhcr sr>rt of this practice is, par- 
tial and lame rei»resentHtion of men’s dis- 
tourse, or ibeir practice; suppressing some 
p.irt of ihi truth iu them, or concealing 
.some circuiiii>laiice.s about them, which 
niijilit scive to explain, to excuM*, or to 
exlLiiuate them. In such a mauner easily, 
without uttering any logical untruth, one 
may yet gnev ously enJumniate, Thos sup- 
])()i>c that a man spi^aketh a thing upon 
supposition, or with exu^ption, or in any 
way of ohji*otion, or merely for disputation 
sake, in order to the discussion or clear- 
ing of truth ; he that should report him 
iwserting it absolutely, unlimitedly, pow- 
lively and peremptorily, aa his own settled 
judgment, would nocoriously calumniate. 
If one should be inveigled by fraud, or 
driven by violence, or slip by chance in- 

* n«ii Sztt Ms XsifiAt, — Epict 

•» JfT 8G. • Matt, jptti. 60, Cl ; John ii. 10 

I l*bal. Ivl. day they wrost my aords 

Ahitt. uSi 9>tpttt . AC^ 13 , It 


to a bad place, or bad oompanv ; he that 
should so represent the gi’oss of that acci- 
dent as to breed an opinion of that person, 
that out of pure disposition and design he 
did put himself there, doAi slanderously 
abu^e that innocent person. The reporter in 
such cases must not think to defend liimself 
by pretending that he spake nothing false ; 
for such propositions, however true in lo- 
gic, may justly be deemed lies in morality, 
l^ing uttei'ed with a malicious and deceit- 
ful (that is, with a calumnious) mind, being 
apt to impress false conceits, and to pro- 
duce hurtful effects concerning our neigh- 
bour. There are slanderous truths, as 
well as slanderous falsehoods : when truth 
b uttered with a deceitful heart, and to a 
base end, it becomes a lie. He that spedketh 
truth f saith the Wise Man) showeth forth 
righteousness I but a false witness deceit J 
Deceiving is the proper work of slander; 
and truth abused to that end putteth on its 
nature, and will engage into like guilt. 

6. Another kind of calumny is, % instil, 
ling sly suggestions ; which mthough they 
do not downrightly assert falsehoods, yet 
they breed sinister opinions in the hearers ;t 
especially in those who from weakness or 
credulity, from jealousy or prejudice, from 
negligence or inadvertency, are prone to 
entertain them, 'fhis b done many wavs; 
by propounding wily suppositions, shrewd 
insinuations, crafty questions, and specious 
ooniparisons, intimating a possihiuty, or 
inferring some likelihood of, and thence 
inducing to believe the fact. Doth not, 
saith this kind of slanderer, hb temper in- 
cline him to do thus? may not lib interest 
have swayed him thereto ? had he not fair 
opportunity and stroi^ temptation to it ? 
hath he nut acted so in like cases? judge 
you therefore whether he did it not. Tims 
the close slanderer argueth; and a weak 
or prejudiced ]>erson is thereby so caught, 
that he presently is ready thence to con 
dude tlie thing done. Again: he doeth 
well, saith the sjeophant, it is true; but 
why, and to what end? Is it not, as most 
men do, out of ill design? ma^ he not dis- 
semble now? may he not recoil hereafter? 
have not others Wde as fair a show ? ycl 
we know wliat came of it. Thus do calum* 
nious toiipics pervert the judgments of 
men to think ill of the most innocent, ^nd 
meanly of the worthiest actions. Even 
commeudatiou itself is often used oalum- 
niously, with intent tou breed dblike and 
ill-will toward a person commended in 

f Vld. Hftm, Pastor. Wher« th« pMtor obsenrea, 
tbat the Devil doth in fads teinj^Moos intertveiiie 
boUiotniths, serving to render his delastoia pa^suhle. 
k Prov, *li. i;. 
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envious or JeiJous ears; or so as to give 
passeps to dispndsest sM render the ae- 
cusadofrf Ibllowing omre eredUde. It is 
«ki arlidce oonxmonf j crbserred to be much 
in use there, where the linrst tricks of 
supplanting are praotlaed with greatest ef^ 
ftet; so t&t, pesswinm taMeonim gcaas, 
kmekmies ; there is no more pestilent ene- 
my, tlian a malevokiif praber** AH tliw 
kiiicb of dealing, as they issue iVom the 
principles of slander, and perform its work, 
so they deserrediv bear the c?nHt thereof. 

7. A like kind is that of oblique and 
cowert redecdons ; when a man doth not 
directly or cnpressly charge his neighbour 
with faults, but yet so speuketh, that ho is 
understood, or reasonably presumed to do 
It. 'JPhis is a very cunning and verv mis- 
chievous way of slandering; for therein 
the sctUkii^ calumniator keepeth a reserve 
ibr himself and cutteth olF from the per- 
son concerned the means of defence. If 
he goeth to clear himself from the matter 
of such aspersions ; What need, saith this 
insidious speaker, of that? must I needs 
mean you ? did 1 name )ou? why do you 
then assume it to yourself? do you not 
prejud^ yourself g^lty ? 1 did not, but 
your own conscience, it seemeth, doth ac- 
cuse you. You are so jealous and suspi- 
cious, as persons over-wise or gmhy u^ to 
be. So meaneth this serpent out of the 
hedge secure)^ and unavoidably to bite his 
nei^bour; and is in that respect more 
base and more hurtful than the most dat 
and positive slanderer. 

8. Another kind is that of magnifpiig and 
aggravating the fhults of others; raiung 
any small misccrriageinto a heinous crime, 
any slender ddbot into an odious vice, and 
ai^ ooramon infirmity into a strange enor- 
mity ; turning a sm^ mofe in the eye of 
op neighbour into a huge heam^ a little 
diinq^ie m his face into a monstrous wen. 
This is phuniy slander, at least in degree, 
and aceordii^ to the surplusage wherel^ 
the ctmsure doth exceed the fhult. As he 
that, upon the score of a small dobt^ 
extort a groat sum, is no less a tbcf, in 
regard to what amounts beyond his duo, 
than if without any pretence be had vio- 
lently or f^udulently seised ou it : so is 
he a slanderer, that, by fafighiening fikults 
ur impel fectlons, doth nharge his neigh- 
bpm with mater blame, or loads mm : 
udth more msgrace than he deserves. It 
b nut only slider to pick a hole where j 

* K«cniKSadA «Kprol)rar8t* — race, i. p. 10. I 
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there is none, bp to make that wider 
which is, so that it appeareth more ugly, 
and cannot so easily be mended. For 
charity is wont to extenuate faults ; justice 
doth never exaggerate them. As no man 
is exempt from some defects, or can live 
free from some misdemeanours ; so by thb 
practice every man may be rendered very 
odious and imamous, 

8. Another kind of slandp b, imputing 
to our neighbour's practice, judj^ent, or 
profesMon, evil consequences (apt to ren- 
der bim odious, or despicable) wUch have 
no dependence on them, or connection with 
them. There do in every age occur disor- 
ders and nibbaps, springing from various 
complications of causes, working some of 
them in a more open and discernible, 
others in a more secret and subtile way 
especially from divine judgment and pro- 
vidence checking or chastising sin :) mom 
such occurrences it b ooiaTium to snatch 
occasion and matter of calumny. Those 
who are disposed this way are ready per- 
emptorily to charge them upon whom- 
ever they dblike or dissent from, although 
without any apparent cause, or upon most 
fi'ivolous and sonhcloss pretences; yea, of- 
ten, when reason shoveth the quite con- 
trary, and they who are so charged are 
in just esteem of ail men the least obnoxi- 
ous to such accusations. So usually the 
best friends of mankind, those who most 
heartily wish the peace and prosperity of 
the world, and m<ist earnestly to their 
power strive to promote them, have all 
the disturbances and disasters happening 
charged on them by those fiery vixtms^ who 
(in pursuance of theii* base designs, or 
gratiik*ati<m of their wild pacsious) really 
do themselves mbroil things, and raise 
miserable combnstioiis in the world, bio 
it w, that the} who haie the conscience lo 
do mischief, will have tlie confidence also 
to disavow the blame and the iniquity, to 
ky the burden of it on those who are most 
innocent. Thus, whereas nothing more 
dUposeth men to live orderly and peace- 
ably, nothing more conduceth to the settle- 
ment and S8&ty of the public, nothing so 
muc^ drawetii blessing down fi*oin heaven 
upon the eommonwe^, as true religion ; 
yet ixtteg hhth been more onknary, than 
to attribute all the miscarriages and mis- 
ehlefll» that banned, unto it; even these 
are laid at Its dour, which plamly do arise 
the contempt or neglect of it ; being 
the natural fhiHs or the punishmenta 
of irreligion. King Almb, by JbrBaimg 
God's coiimaudtneiits unci following wicked 
uporsti lions, hail tiouUed J*roel^ drawing 
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bore judgmMit 3 and cnlamities thoreon; 
vot ]uid he the heart and the face to charge 
thoMo events on the great asscrtor of pie^» 
Klias : ilrt thou He that troubletk IsraeW 
'rhe .lews hy provooRtton of divine justice 
liad set themselves in a fair way towardi 
flesolalion and ruitt; this event tp come 
they had the jiroaumption to lay ujpon the 
hiith of our Lord’s doctrine: ,i^(said they) 
tre let him all mtm wtU believe m 

him, and the Uim<m shaU e&me, (utd take 
trwfty our place and nation .•® whenas, in 
truth, a compliance with his directions and 
admonitions had been the onlpr means to 
prevent those presaged inisdueis. And, 
AV 7%ri8 ascendpfU in maim, if any pub- 
lic calamity did appear, then Chrietianos 
ad leones,^ Christ imis must be chafed and 
persecuted as the caitscs thereof. To them 
it was tliat Julian aud other pagans did 
impute all the concussiona, confusions, and 
(le\ astatiuns falling upon the Homan em- 
pire. The sachiiig of Rome by the Goths 
they cn.st upon Christianity!* for the vindi- 
cation of it from which reproach, St. Austin 
<ii(l write those renowned books de Civitate 
J V/. S<i liable ore the best and most inno- 
cent sort of men to be calunixiiously accused 
in this manner. 

\iiolIier practice (w'orthily bearing the 
guilt of slander) is, being aiding and ac- 
thereto, by any-wise furthering, 
cherishiHg, abetting it.f Ho tliat by cratVy 
significations of ill-will doth prompt the 
slanderer to vent his poison ; he that by a 
willing auilieiice aud attention doth readily 
‘?uf*k it up, or who greedily swallow^cth it 
(low n by on^dulous approbation and assent ; 
he that ph,isiDg]y relisheth and smacketU 
tii it, or cxjiroshctb a delightful complacence 
therein ; as he is a partner in the fact, so 
he is a sharer in thc' guilt. J There are not 
only slanderous throats, but slanderous ears 
also; not only wicked inventions, which 
engender and brood lies, but wi<^ed as- 
sents, which hatch and foster them. Not 
onK thc spiteftil mother which conceiveth 
such spurious brats, hut the midwife ti^t 
lieipcth to bring them forth, tlie nurse that 

* CbfMiaais teinjnorlbus (tetrubunt, ct mtlt, oofS 
tUa elvUas pcetulit, Ch)1sto impuutnt. — /l^ Ctv, XW, 
L 1 ; ill. au Th(>y fuiiHih th^ pmt faUiSr) d^raot 
f^um ih« Okribtiun tiiuis, and the evli». ivlUeh 

tliat city culfiDrcMl, unto Onn&i. 

t vt tn( Ant 

t David, PmI. cl. ft, Whoco privily cianderetJi h{>f 
nidgbbour, Mm vUl 1 out oST* him 

lui^ 1 dihen ateay, cay the I.XX. 

Naque vero Ilia junta ett oaouifatioy Bafercntlhuii 
alliis iniuritun facerc iu>n poBBom. Nomo invito au- 
dhOfi nbeiiter refort. Sa^tta in letMotn nunquam 
flgitur; intcrdimi lUbWcm iicrciitit rUrigentcin. Dm- 
rat detractor, dunt tc tidi^t tiou hUntcr audirr. non 
fticik* detralierc. — Itirr, mf Nfjmi. Kp. ii. 

‘ i Kinga xviii n, IS * Jolm xi. 48, 

" Ucrtull. Apol, 


feedeth them, the gtuurdian that tndneth 
them up to maturity, andsettethtbi^tpfbrtU 
to Uvem the world; lut ilu^ do rcHuly eon- 
tribute to tbeir sulbisteiioe^ so deservedly 
they piartake in the blame due to them, onu 
mult be responsible for the mischief they 
do* For indeed, were it not for such fi*e 0 
entertaitiors, such nouris^ers, such cnoou- 
rsgers of them, slanders ccfbunooly would 
die in the womb, or prove still-horn, or 
presently entering into the cold air woidd 
expire^ or for want of imurishmeOt soon 
would stme* It is such ikiends and pa- 
trons of them who are the causes mk 
they are so rife; they ii is who sot ill-na- 
tured, taiase, and designing people t^n 
devising^ bearchirg alw, and pmking up 
malicious and idle stories. Were it not for 
such customers, the trade of caltEmniatmg 
would fall.* Many pursue it merely out of 
servility and datt^, to tickle the ears, to 
soothe the humour, to gratify the maitf- 
nant dif>position or ill-will of others; who 
upon the least discouragement would give 
over the practice. If, therefore, we woedd 
exempt ourselves from all guilt of slander, 
wo muMt not only ahstain &om venting it, 
but forbear to regard or counteiMince Hif 
for lie is (saith the Wise Man) a ict*oW 
dffcr, who giveth heed to fitse lips; and a 
liar, who giveth ear to a nanghty tongUAj*^ 
Yea, if w^e thcfroughly would be clear from 
it, we must show an aversation from bear- 
ing it ; an unwillingness to believe it ; an 
iudiguation against it ; so eith^ stiDing it 
ill the birth, or condemning it to death 
being uticred.j This is ihe sure way to 
destroy it, atftl to prevent its mischief. If 
we w*ould stop our ears, wo should stop the 
slanderer’s mouth ; if we would resist the 
calumniafor, he would fiy from if we 

would reprove him, we should repel him. 
For, as tke mrth wind dtiveth amay 

* VoBidlotiius TolAtetb of St. AusUn. Umt ho h»d 
upon bis tcble written these two vemee; 

QnisqiiU aniat dlcH^ abeebtom rodcre viteoir 

Uitne mensaia indistmm uoveiit eabc «>ibl : 

(He that lo\eth hr HI s^teech to ensw the life of those 
who are absent, let him mow umaclf unworthy t« 
ait at this table ; or. tliat tnU table is miftt for Mm i) 
And if any there did use dotrscti<»n, he was oOhnded. 
and niiuded them uf thoBe verses, llireateiiistg also to 
leave the table, and whhdrawtoMs ehaa)her.--JF'WM. 
cap. 32. 

t Ax««i» tMvtmimi Then Bfaalt not veeelvc 

(or. take up; a IMse teeaet saith tlm law.— gaed. 
xxhi. 1. 

t Bcetus est. qut Ita se routed hoc vUHun armavlt, 
lit apud earn detrahere ucnio audeat. — (Iter, od Db- 
Utntwai. 

§ Prov. xav. S3 , m' aaw^SMfM Sn 

fifikut iNnu- 

r^rau mtu aiw *#ti »»« aieySuar, urn) 

h/tpSu^c^ttu 9$ AMctfpf/ttMt IW4 fMnp vki/rm 

mm itpmt m mytiia mm) 

— Ohrys. y*» 

‘ Prov. xvii. 4 p liedge thy caMi with theme, 
Ac. Erclus. vx*iiU. S4; ita i'ypr. Is^t. 65. 
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M (the Wifte Man t^Reth us) doti aa aagj y 
rouMieHamt d backHtmg tongue, 

Tb^se arc the chief and must common 
kinds of slander j and there are several wa^ % 
of practising them worthy our <»hservmg, 
that we may avoid them $ namely those ; — 

1 . The most notoriously heinous wa^ is, 

As it is said' of Doeg, ^Jty toi^ie deviseth 
mschief ; and of another like companion, 
TAougivest thy mnUh to eoil^ and thy tmigm 
frameth deceit and as our Lord saith of 
the devil, When he speahetk a lie^ •* taSb 
ktwv A.*Xk;, he apeciketh of Ida own ; for he 
a liar, and the father of it, ^ This palpably 
is the supreme pitch of calumny^ uiioapable 
of any qualiHcation or exciise : hell cannot 
go beyond this ; the cursod fiend Yumself 
cannot worst* employ his wit, than in mint- 
ing wrongful falsehoods. 

2. Another way is, rcoei\ingfVom others, 
and venting such i-tories, which they who 
do it certainly know, or may reasonably 
presume to be false ; the becoming huck- 
sters of counterfeit w art s. or factors in this 
vile trade. There is no false coiner, who 
hath not some complices and emissaries 
ready lo take from his hand, and piit otl 
his money : and such slanderers A second 
hand are scarce less guilts than the iii\^t 
authors. He that brew'eth lies may ha\e 
more wit and skill ; but the broacher 
showelh the like malice and wickedness. 
In tljiB there is no great diflereiice l>etween 
the great Di\il, that frameth scandalous 
reports, and the little imps, that r'lii about 
and disperse them. 

3. Another w<ay is, when*oiie without 
com]>etent examination, duo weighing, and 
just reason, d<ith admit and spiead talcs 
prejudicial to his neighbour’s welfare; 
rtdying for his warrant (as to the tinth of 
thegi) upon any slight or slender autlun it) . 
This is a very coininun and cun*ent prac- 
tice : men presuine it lawfhl cnougii to say 
over whatever they heai* ; to report any 
thing, if tliey can quote an author tor it.** 
It is not, say they, my invention ; 1 tell ''t 

1 heard it: ait Jides perws authorna ; let 
lain that informed me undinrgo the blame, 
if it prove false. So do they concche 
themselves excusable for being tiie iustru- 
)nents of injurious disgrace and damage to 
their neighbours. But they gi*eatly mis- 
take therein : for las Ibis practice commonly 
d<dh arise from the same w icked principles, 
at Ua^ m some degi'eo, and poducctn al- 
together the like mischievous eHects, as the 

* i \t*Ktap9uiiuf Tcif i^9v\ ftr Ohiys la Heb 

at. 8* aut- ttitrym. 4fvyst(i/TtM> r« 

tmPr/yp ft, ctiHrtfiLr uut Ibid 

apwit In J , I IS ' Julin^ui 44. (Iks xxxii 7) 


wilful devising and con v eying ^iumkr: .*^0 
it no Jchs thwartetli ilic rules of duty, and 
laws of ccpiity ; (»od hath prohibited it, 
and reason doth condemn it. IVafu hhatt 
not (saith God iu the Law) go up and doum 
tth a tale-bearer oiramg Hey jteople:* a» a 
tale-bearer, (as Jlavhil, that is) us a mer- 
chant 6r trader iu ill reports and storie** 
concerning our neighbour, to his preju- 
dice. Nut only the framing them, but the 
dealing in them heyondi*ea.son or uecetaity, 
is interdicted. And it is part of a good 
man’s charax’ter, in the fifteenth I’salm, 
Aon acf?/nf opprobrium, JJe taketh not up 
a reproach against his neighbour;^ that is, 
he doth not easily ^mtcrlaiu it, mueli less 
doth he effectually j[>ropagate it: and in our 
text, He ^it is saul) that vticreth blander 
(not only he that conceivetli it) w a fool. 
And m reason, before exact trial and 
coguizaucc, to meddle with the fame .uid 
iutere'^t of another, is evidently a practice 
fiill of iniquity , such as no nuvn can allow m 
his own case, 07 * l)ro<»k being nse<l toward 
himself, without judging liimsdf to be ex- 
tremely abused by such reporters. In all 
reason and ecjuity (vea in all discretion), 
before we yield credence to any report 
concerning our neighbour, or advcntui e to 
relate it, many tilings arc cai'cfully to he 
weighed and seanned. "We should, con- 
cerning our author, cou’^idei* whether he 
be not a iiartiiular enemy, or disafiveted 
to him; whether he be not ill-hunmured, 
or a delighter in telling bad stories ; whe- 
ther he be not dishone'^t, or unrogardful 
of justice ill his dealings and discourse ; 
whether he be not vuui, or careless of 
what he saith ; whether lie be iu»t light 
and ert dulou^, or apt to be imposed up>n 
by any small appeai'ancc; whether, at least 
in the nre>^ent case, lie be not negligent, 
or too forwaril anil rash in speaking, 
aliould also, (‘onetTning the matter report- 
ed, mind whether it be possible or proba- 
ble; whether suitable to the disposition of 
our ncighbom*, to his princijiles, to the 
constant tenor of his practice; whether 
the action imputed to him be not liable to 
misapprehension, or liis words to miscon- 
^'truction. \]\ reason and equity do, I 
say, exact from ua, diligently to consider 
such things, before we do either einbrac*© 
ourselves, or transmit unto otlu‘rs, any 
stoiy concerning our neighbour ; lest un- 
advisedly we do him irreparable wrong 
and mischief. Briefly, we should take his 
case for our own, and consider whether we 
o\irselves should be content, that upon like 

* Levit xiK, Ifj; ?ro\ x\iil B, xx\I. 212, 
t Thai. XV 3 
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fTToumls or t<‘stininnios any man should 
or report dij^aoelul things con- 
owning iw. If we fail to do thus, wo do 
(vainly, or rashly, or maliduusly) conspire* 
with ihr hlandercr to the wr^ of our 
innocent neighbour ; and that in the Psal- 
mist (by a iMirity of reason; may be Irans- 
forred to m ; Thou hast consented unto the 
liar, a?id hast partaken with the author of 
calumny,® 

4* Of kin to this way is the assenting to 
popular rumours, and tnenco affirming mat 
tors of obloquy to our neighbour. Every 
one by experience knows how easily false 
nows do ris(*, and how nimbly they scatter 
themsolvo*' ; bow often tb^y are i*aised from 
nothing, how soon they from small sparks 
grow" into a great bla/o, how easily from 
one thing they are transformcMl iut<» an- 
other : (*dpocially n<*W's of this kind, which 
do suit and feed the bad humour of the 
vulgar. *TN obvious to any man how true 
that is of I'acilub, how void of considera- 
tion, of judgment, of equity, the busy and 
talking part of mankind is,* Wlioever 
therefore giv('S heed to flying talcs, and 
thrusts himself into the herd of those who 
spread them, is either straugel) injudicious, 
or very malignantly disposed. If lio want 
not judgment, he cannot hut know, that 
when he complidh with popular iaine, it 
is mere ohanoe that he doth not slander, 
or rather it is odds that he shall do no : he 
consequently sliowetli himself ti* be indif- 
ferent whether he doth it oe no, or rather 
tliat he dotli incline to do it: w’h( nee, not 
Caring to he otlicrw'ise, or loving to he a 
slandtTcr, lie in effect and just esteem is 
such ; hav mg at least a slanderous heart 
and inclination. He that juits it to the 
venture whcth(‘r he lieth or no, doth eo 
IpHo lie morally, as dc< laring no care or 
love of truth. Thou shah mt (siiith tin* 
Law) follow a rmltitude to do cr/V.*^ and 
v"ith like reason we should not follow tlie 
multitude lns]H*aking evil of our neighbour. 

5. Another slan»lerous course is, to build 
censures and reproaches upon slender con- 
jectures, or uncertain suK}»ieious, (those 
r<jv«fl6< eril .tv which St. Paul 

condenmeth,)^ Of these, occasion can 
never be wanting to them who seek them, 
or are ready to embrac*e them ; no imio- 
ceiice, no wisdom, can anywise i»revcnt 
tliem; and If they may be admitted as 

* WebI lion Indicium, non vcrltM, - TVic. Ann. xvj. 

Tvun ogt coiiatimm ni non mtio, non d(Rcri- 
mui. null diligeiitlfi^-ex oninione plutimm ex veritate 
pro rknm, 

Auv fAn ttavwv *9kuvfmrtt imv — MiOcyL 

vi\. 1"», — Tlie emiple wOid. 
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I grounds of drfiunafion, no man's good 
name can he secure. But he that upon 
' such accounts darath to asperse hia neigh- 
bour is in moral computation no Insa a 
slanderer, than if he did the like out of 
pdre invention, or without any ground at 
all:® for doubtful and fitlae in this ease 
differ little; to doviso and to divine, in 
matters of this nature, do import near th(* 
same. He that will judge or speak ill of 
others, ought to be well assured of what 
he tliinks or says: he that asserteth that 
which he doth not know to be true, uoth 
os well lie, as he that affirmeth that which 
he knowetb to be false (for he dcceivefh 
the hearers, begetting in them an opinion 
that he. is assured of what he affirms;) 
e^cially in dealing w ith the concernments 
of others, whose right and repute justice 
doth oblige us to lieware of infringing, 
charity sliould dispose us io regard and 
tender as our ow'n. It is rf » cverv possi- 
hilitv, every seeming, every faint show or 
glimmering ajipiarancc, which sufficeth 
to ground had ojiinion or rejimachful dis- 
eoni*«c concerning our brother ; the matter 
sliould b* clear, notorious, and palpable ; 
U^fore we admit a disadvautagoous conceit 
into oimhcad, a distasudul resentment into 
our licart, a harsh word into our mouth 
about him. Men may fancy thc*Jn.sclves siv 
gacious and shrew d ( jier^ons of deep judg. 
uient and fine wit they may he taken for), 
when they can dive into others’ heai'ts, and 
wmnd their intentions ; when tlirough thick 
ims*.s or at remote distances the; can deserv 
faults in them; when they collect ill of 
them by long trains, and subtle fetches of 
diM-ourRe; but in truth they do therehv 
rather bewray in themselves small love of 
truth, care of justice, or sense of charity, 
together with little wisdom and tiiscretion: 

} for truth is only seen in a dear light ; .jus- 
tice rctiuireth strict proof: charity tJtinketh 
no evil^ and believeth atl things^ for the 
best; wisdom is not forward to pronounce 
before full evidence, (/fe, saith the Wise 
Man, that ansu^teth a nuttier before he 
heareth it is folly and shame unto him,*) 
III fine, they who proceed thus, ik* it L 
usual that they speak fidsely, as it is casual 
that they ever sjieak truly. a$ they lyffbct to 
Rpeak 511, true or false ; 4o worthily they 
arc to be reckoned among slanderers. 

H. Another like way of slandx'ting is, 
impetuous or negligent suultering out of 
words, without miiidiug wW trutlii or con- 
sequence there is in them, how they may 
touch or hurt our neigltbour. To avoid 

® Ziba. t Saw. xvi 3; xU. »7 * \ Car xU» 5*7. 
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Ihi:} <iin, we must not only be free from in- 
tending misoliief, but weiiry of effect it; 
not only earcful of not wronging one dis- 
tinct ^r&on, but of harming any promis- 
cuously ; not only abstinent from aiming 
directly, but provident not to bit casu^y 
any person wi(^ obloquy. For as he thm; 
diaonargeth shot into a crowd, or so as not 
to look about regardii^ who may stand in 
the way, is no less guilty of doing mischief, 
and bound to make satisfaction to them he 
woundeth, than if he had aimed ^ some 
one person: so if we our bad words 
at random, which may light unluckily, and 
defame somebody, we l>tfcomo slauderers 
unawares, and before we think on it. This 
practice hath not ever all the malice of the 
worst slander, but it worketh often the ef- 
fects thereof, and therefore doth incur its 
guilt and its punishment ; especially it being 
commonly derived from ill temper, or from 
bad habit, which we are bound to watch 
over, to curb, and to correct. The tongue 
is a sharp and parlous weapon, which wc 
are bound to keep up in the slioath, or never 
to draw forth but advisedly, and upon just 
oci*abion ; it must ever be wielded with cau- 
tion and care : to brandish it wantonly, to 
lay about with it blindly and furiously, to 
slash and smite therewith any that happen- 
i th to come in our way, doth argue i^ice 
or madness. * 

7« It Is an ordinary way of [irooceding to 
caluTnniate, for men, refiectu^ upon some 
biul disposition in thomsolves (although re- 
sulting from their own particular tenijier, 
from their bad prmciples, or from their ill 
custom), to charge it presently ujion otherb ; 
presuming others to be like themselves: 
like the wicked person in the Pholm, Thou 
that / um aiUtgHher such an one 
m thyhflj^^ This is to slaiKler mankind first 
in the gross; tlicn in ret:iil, as occasion 
^Hfveth, to asperse any man: this is the 
way of half-witted Machiavolians, and of 
dc.«speraie reprobatca in wickedness, who, 
having prostituted their consciences to vieq, 
for their own defence and solace would 
shroud themselves from blame under the 
sJtelterof common mavKy and infirmity; 
accusing all men of that whereof they know 
themselves guilty.*^ But surely there can 
be no greater iniquity tlian this, tluit one 
man should undex^ blaiiie for the ill con- 
s<*ieuce of another. 

'riiese seem to be the chief kinds of 
blander, and most common ways of prac- 
tising it. Ilk which description tlio folly 

* ncenift mue srbiinmiur. »! nemo bit 
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thtfTOof ilirtb, I nipwse, so < lcarlj shin.*, 
that no I PSO can look thereon without 
loathing and dcbpising it, as not only a very 
i:^y, but a most foolish practice. No man 
surely can be wise, who will suffer himself 
to be defiled therewith. But to render its 
folly more apparent, we shall dwplayit; 
declaring it to be (*xtremely foolish upon 
several accounts. But the doing this, iii 
regard to your patience, we shall forbear 
at present. 

SERMON XVIIL 

f HK roLnr or tsLatmER. 

s 

pROV. X. 18 . — He that uttereth slander 
is a fool 

I HAVE formerly in this place, di^<‘oursing 
upon this text, explained tlie nature of the 
sin here condemned, with its several kinds 
and ways of practibing. 

11. I shall now proceed to declare the 
folly of it; and to make good by diver-s 
reasons the assertion of the Wibo Man, 
that he who uttereth slmider is a fooL 

1. Slandering is foolish, as sinful and 
wicked. 

All sin is foolish upon many accounts ; 
as proceeding from ignorance, error, in- 
considerateness, vanity; as implying wealc 
judgment and irrational choice ; as fliwart- 
xng the dictates of reason and best roles of 
wisdom; as producing very mischievous 
effects to ourselves, bereaving us of the 
chief goods, and exposuig us to the worst 
e>ils. What can be more egregiousl) ab- 
surd, than to dibsent in om* opinion and 
discord in our choice from infinite wisdom ; 
to provoke by oiur actions sovereign justice 
and immutable severity; to opj^ioso almighty 
pov er, and offend inuneuse goodness ; to 
render oursidves unlike, and contrary in 
our doings, our disposition, our state, to 
absolute perftetion and felicity? What can 
be more d(>sperately wild, than to disoblige 
our best friend, to forfeit his love and 
vour, to render him our enemy, who is our 
Lord and our Judge, upon whose mere 
will and disposal oil our subsistence, all 
our welfare, does absolutely depend? What 

f reater madness cau be conceived, than to 
eprive our minds of all true oontcmt here, 
and to separate our souls from eternal bliss 
hereafter ; to gall our conscienees now with 
sore remorse, and to engage ourselves for 
ever in rem^less miseries? Such folly 
^doth all sin include: whence, in scripture 
style, worthily goodness and wisdom are 
terms equivalent; sin and folly do sigtiify 
the bamo thing. 
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If thence this practice be proved ex- 
iremelj sin^, it will thence sumcnently be 
dettionstrated no less foolish. And that it 
is extremely sinful, may easily be showed. 
It is the character of the superlatively 
wicked man: Thmt gweit thy mauih to evu^ 
and thy tongue frameth deceit: thm eitteit 
and gpeakest agaiinst ihy brother j thou elan^ 
dtreei thine own motker*e son,^ It is indeed 
plainly the blackest and most hellish shi 
that can be ; that which giveth the grai^ 
tiend his names, and most expresses his 
nature. He is t the hlandererj 

Satan^ the spiteful adeerea^; the o2rf mke, 
or dragon^ hissing out lies, and spittii^ 
forth \enoin of calumnious accusation | tie 
aceuhfir of the brethren^ a murderous, eo- 
lious, muicious calumniator ; the father of 
lie^i the grand defomer of God to man, 
of man to God, of one man to another.^ 
And highly wicked surely must that prae- 
titc be, whereby we grow names^es to 
him, oonsjare in proceeding with him, re- 
semble bis disposition and natxire. It is a 
i oTii]>licatjOTi, a comprisal, a collection and 
sum of all wickedness; opposite to all the 
principal virtue* (to veracity and aincerity, 
to chai'Jty and justice), transgressing all 
the great«coiiimandmi nts, xiohdlng immev 
diutely and directly all the duties concern- 
ing our neighbour. 

To lie simply is a great fault, being a 
deviation from that good rule which pre- 
scriheth truth in all om* words ; renderujg 
UH unlike an«i disagreeable to God, who is 
the (Jitd of truth ^ (who loveth truth, and 
practiseth it in all his dmngs, who abomU 
iiatelli all falsehood;) including a trea- ; 
cherous broach of faith toward mankind 
(we being all, in order to the maintenance 
of si»cietY, by an implicit compact obliged 
by 8pee<di to declare our mind, to infuDU 
truly, and not to impose upon our neigh^ 
bour ;) iirguing pusillanixnoas timorousues* 
and mipotenoy of rnttul, a distrust in God*8 
help, and diffidence in all good means to 
compass our desire; begetting deception 
and error, a foul and ill-favoured brood: 
lying, 1 say, is upon such accounts a sln- 
ml and blameable thing: and of all lies 
those certainly are the worst, which pro- 
ceed from malice, or from vanity, or from 
both, and which work mischief ; such as 
slanders are. 

Again, to bear any hatred or ill-will, to 
exercise enmity toward any man, to design 
or procure any nuschief to our neighbour^ 
whom even Jews were commanded to hei 

* Ful. 1. 80. s Apoo xii. 10 ; John vUl. 44. 
I hph. iv. 85, 1 Pet. ii. 1 \ axxl. 5; lU; 
lx 15 ; iXxxU. 14; 6 , Pmv. 88 , y1. 1i. 


Of theme^i^ whose good, by many kwB^ 
and upon divers scores, we are ob%Bd to 
tender as our own, is a heinous &ult; and 
of this apparently the slanderer is most 
gyilty in the h^h^ degree. For evidently 
true It is which the Wise Man affirmeth, A 
ly^ tongue hatetk those that are afflicted 
with it;* there k no surer argument of 
extreme hatred; nothing but the height 
of ill-will can snuggest practice. The 
danderer is an enemy, as the most fierce 
and outrageous, so the most base and un- 
worthy that can be: be fighteth with the 
most perilous and most unlawful weapon, 
in the most furious and foul way that can 
be. His weapon is an envenomed omac, 
Jud of deadly poison^ which he shooteth 
euddenty. and feareth not;^ a weapon which 
by no force can be resisted, by no art de- 
cUned, whose impression is altogether in- 
evitable and unsustainable. It is a most 
insidious, most trc^acherous and cowardly 
way of fighting; wherein manifestly the 
we^est and basest spirits have extreme 
advantage, and may easily prevail against 
the iKcavest and worthiest: for no man of 
I honour or honestv can in way of resist- 
tance or requital deign to use it, but must 
infallibly without repugnance l>e borne 
down thereby. By it the vile practiacr 
ochieveth the greatest mischief that can 
be. His words are, as the Psalmist saith 
of Do(^, devouring words {Thou h veU all 
devouring words^ O thou Heveifu} it ngue ;*J 
and, A man (saith the Wise Mon) that 
beareth fidse witness against Ms neighbour^ 
is a maul^ and a sword^ and a sharp arrow 
that is, he is a complicated instrument of 
all mischiefs: he smiteth and bnxiseth like 
a maul^ he cutteth and pierceih like a 
sword s he thus doth hurt near at hand, 
and at a distance he wouiuleth like a sharp 
arrow i it is hard anywhere to e>ade him, 
or to get out of his reach. Many (saith 
another wise man, the imitator of Solo- 
mon) have fallen by the edge of the sword: 
hut not so many as have fallen by the 
tongue* Well is he that is ^fended from 
and hath not ptmed through the venom 
thereof; who hath not drawn the yoke there* 
of nor hath been bound iii its bands. JPjr 
the yohe thereof is a yuJte of tronyoend the 
bands tkeretf are bands of Mass* The death 
thereof is an evil deaths the grave uvre bet^ 
than tO Incqrablc are the wounds 
the Wanderer infiicteth, irreparable the 
damages which he causetb, hitielible the 
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THE FOIXY 

liiarlcH Iiifh h<* It^avoUu No haham can 
heal tlw bi/ing of a s^opltani;* no thread 
can up a good name torn hy ea]iun<^ 
iiious rlefnnmlion; no Hoap ia able to cleanse 
from the stains aspersed by a foul mouth, 
Aliqtiidadfm rebit; somewhat always of sus*' 
picion and ill opinion will stick in the minds 
of those wlio liavo given ear to slander. So 
extreim ly op])o8ite is tliis practice unto the 
queen of virtues, charity. Its property 
indeed is to hclieoe all that is, ail 

things for the best, and to the advjuitage 
of our neighbour ; not so much as to sus- 
pect any evil of him, without unavoidable 
manifest caus(» : how much more not to do- 
vise any falsehood against him? It cover- 
eth all things, studiously oonni\ing ut real 
defects, and concealing assured miscar- 
riages:* how much more not di\ulging 
imaginary or false seandids! It disp(»seth 
to seek and further any the least good ccni- 
forniug him: bow much more will it hin- 
der committing gilevous outrage upon his 
dearest good name ? 

Again, all n\jubtice is abominahle: to do 
any sort of wrong is a heinous crime ; that 
crime, which of all most immediately tend- 
elh to the dissolution of society, and dis- 
turbance of human life ; which God there- 
fore thith most loathe, and men have reason 
especially to detest. And of this the slan- 
ilerer is most deeply guilty. A iriUms of 
Belial mtna*th judgitient^ and the mouth 
of the irivked decoureth iniquity^ saith the 
Wi^'C Man. lie is indeed, according to 
just csiimation, guilty of all kinds what- 
ev<‘r of injury, breaking all the stcoml 
table of eemunands respc'cting our nt*igh- 
bonr. Most formally and directly lie hear- 
eth fahe mUwsh againat hU Jinghbour ; he 
doth covet hia neighbour^ got^s : for ’tis 
constantly out of such an irr<'gular desire, 
fur his own presumed advanlagc, to dis- 
p(»ssess his neighbom’ of some goi»d, and 
transfer it on himself, that the slanderer 
uttercth his tale: he is ever a thief and 
robber of his good name, a deflow erer and 
defller of his reputation, an assassin and 
murderer of has lionour.f So doth he 
violate all the rules of justice, and perpe- 
trate ^h all sorts of wrong against his neigh- 
bour. 

He may indeed perhaps conceive it no 
great matter that he cmnmittclh ; because 
he doth not act in so boisterous and bloody 

* AUv«>r8xi'9 (lyoophantai xnorsum nullum est remu- 
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a way, but only by words, whidi are sub- 
tile, slim, and transient things; upon his 
neighbour's credit only, wliicli is no stib- 
stantial or visible matter. He draweth, 
thinks he, no blood, nor breaketh any 
bones, nor impresseth any remarkable scar • 
'tis ouJy the soft air he breiikcth with his 
tongue,* *tis only a slight ehwacter that he 
stanipeth on the fancy, *tis only an imagi- 
nary stain that he daubeth his neighbour 
with: therefore he supposeth no ^eat 
wrong done, and .seeinelh to himself inno- 
cent, or very excusable. But these coii- 
ceit.s ari&c from great Iiieousidcrateness, 
or mistake ; nor <‘an they excuse the sUn- 
derer from grievous injustice. For in deal- 
ing with our neighbour, and meddling wilh 
his property, we arc not to value things 
.lecording to our fancy, but according to 
the price set on them by the owner, we 
must not reckon that a trifle, which lie 
prizolh as a jewel. Sinc»c then all men 
(especially men of honour and honesty) do, 
from a necessiary instinct of nature, esti- 
mate tJieir good name beyond any of lh( ir 
goods, y*a do commonl) hold it mure dear 
and precious than tlicir very lives ; we, hy 
violently or fraudulently bereaving them 
of it, do them no less vvong, than if we 
should rob or I'ozen them of their sub- 
stance, yea, than if we should maim their 
bodj, or spill their blood, or even slop 
their breath. If lliey as grievously feel it, 
and resent it os deeply, as they do aii) other 
outrage, the injury is really as great to 
them. KvTii the shindenT’s own jutlgment 
and couseience might tell him s<» much; 
for they who most slight another’s fiunc, 
are usually very tender of their own, and 
can with no patience endure that tilhers 
should touch it: which deinonstratos the 
iiiconsidcratencss of their judgment, ami 
the iniquity of their practice, it is an in 
justice not to be corrected or ctired. '1 'hefts 
may be restored, wounds maj be cm ed ; 
but there is no restitution or cure of a lost 
good name: it is therefore an irreparable 
injury. 

Nt»r is the thing itself, in true judgment , 
contemptible ; but in itsedf really very con- 
.siderabie. A good name^ saith Solomon 
himself (no fool) is rather to be chosen tlma 
great riches; and loving favour rather than 
hilver and gold," In its consequences it is 
much moi'e so; the chief interests of a 
man, tlie success of his ufTairs, his ability 
to do good (for himself, his friends, his 
neighbour), his safety, the best comforts 
luid conveniences of his life, sometimes hi.s 
life itself, depending thereon so that 

” l*rov. jcxli, 1 , XV. 30 ; Eoclet. vii. 1. ** rrv\ . xii. t» 
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Mrhocvei* dolh snatch or filch it from him, 
doth not only, according to liis opinion, 
and in moral value*, but in real etfocfl, com- 
monly rob, sometimes murder, ever ex- 
ceedingly wrong his neighbour. It is often 
the sole reward of a man’s virtue and all 
the fruit of his industry; so that by d^ 
2 )riving him of that, be is robbed of all his 
estate, and left stark naked of all, except- 
ing a good conscience, which is beyond the 
reach of the world, and which no malice 
or misfortune can divest him of. Full then 
of iniquity, tull of uncharitableness, full of 
all wickedness, is this practice ; and con- 
sequentlj full it is of folly. No man, one 
would think, of any tolerable sense, should 
dare, or deign to incur the guilt of a prae- 
lice so vile and base, so indeed dialmlical 
and detestable. But further more particu- 
larly, 

‘2. The slanderer is plainly a fool ; be- 
cause he maketh wrong judgin<*nts and va- 
luations of things, awl aoeordingly drheth 
on silly bargains for himself, m result 
whereof he proveth a great loser. Ho 
inc<ms by his calumnious stories either to 
vent some passion boiling in in lit, or to 
compass some design which he aftects, or 
to yd ease some htunour that he is pos'tessed 
with: but isaii> of these things worth pur- 
chasing at so dear a rale? Can there he 
liny valuable exchange for our honesty? Is 
it not more advisable to 8uppri*<»s our pas- 
sion, or to let it evaporate otherwise, t nan 
to discharge it in so foul a wa} ? Is it not 
better to let a petty interest, than to 
further it by committing so notorious and 
heinotts a sin; to let an ambitious yn*oject 
sink, than to buoy it up by such base 
means? Is it not wisdom ratlicr to smotlicr, 
or curb our humour, than by satisfying it 
thus, to forfeit our innocence? (Jan any 
thing ill the world be so considerable', that 
lor its sake w e should defile our souls by 
so foul a practice, making shipwreck of a 
good conscience, abandoning honour and 
lionesty, incurring all the guilt and all the 
punishment due to so enormous a crime ? 
is it not far more wisdom, contentedly to 
see our neighbour to enjoy creilit and suc- 
cess, to flourish and tliri\e in the world, 
than by such base com*s€s to sully his re- 
yiutation, to rifle him of his goods, to sup- 
plant or cross him in his afl'airs? Wo do 
really, when we think thus to depms him, 
and to climb up to wealth or credit by the 
ruins of his honour, but debase ourselves. 
Whatever comes of it (whethei* he succeeds 
or is disappointed therein), assuredly he 
that useth Mil'll courses will hmis<*lf be 
the greatest iostr and deepest sufterer. 


’Tie true which the WMsc Man saith, TAe 

of treasures hy a lying tongue ii a 
namty tosned to cmd ffoof them that seek 
deaih,^ And, Wo unto them (smth tho Pro- 
phet) that draw iniquity u^th vords of tw- 
atftjf;’* that is, who by falsehood endeavour 
to compass luijust designs. 

But it is not, perhaps he will pretend, 
for to assuage a private passion, or to prev 
mote his particular concernment, that he 
makes so bold with his neighbour, ordeals 
so hai'hhly with him; but for tile sake of 
orthodox doctrine, for ad\antage of the 
true church, for the advancement of public 
good, he judgeth it expedient to as|»cr8e 
him. Tliis indeed is tae coiert of innu* 
meiable slanders: zeal for some opinion, 
or some jjarty, beareth out men of sectarian 
and factious sydrits in such practices ; they 
may do, tho may say, anything for tlioae 
fine ends. W hat is a little tinith, what is 
any inan’«t reputation, in comyiarison to the 
ran'viiig on such brave designs? But (to 
omit tliaf men do usually prevai’icate in 
these cases; that it is not commonly for 
love of truth, but of themselves, imt so 
much for the htmefit of their sect, but for 
their ow n interest, that they calmimiate) 
this plea will nowise justify such practice. 
Foi‘ truth and sincerity, equity and can-* 
dour, niei'kuoss and charity are inviolably 
to be observed, not only towai*d disscntcTs 
in opinion, but even toward declared ene- 
mies of truth it 'self; we are to bless them 
(that is, to syieok well of them, and to wish 
well to i]ivm\ not to curse them ^that is, 
not to reproach them, or to wish them ill, 
much le*s to belie them.) Truth also, as it 
cannot evci need, so doth it always loathe 
and scorn the ywitronage and the succour 
of lies ; it is .ible to bUjiport anil protect 
itself by fair means; it will not bt* killed 
upon a pretence of sa\ ing it, or thrive by 
its own ruin. Nor indeed can any party be 
so much strengthened and underpropt, as 
it will bo weakened and undermined, by 
such courses: no cause can stand finn upon 
a bottom so loose and sliyipery, as falschm>d 
is: all tbe good a slanderer can do is to dis- 
parage what he would maintain. In truth, 
no heresy ( an be worse than that would be, 
which feiiould allow to jday the devil in any 
case. lie that can disyiensi witii liimselt to 
slander a Jew or a Turk, doth in so doing 
render himself worse thaai either of them 
by profession are : for even they, and e\en 
pagans themselves, disallow tlic praottce of 
inhumanity and iniquity . All men by light 
of nature a^ ow truth to l>e honourable, and 
faith to be in(li.s|)Oiisably obsen ed. lie doth 
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not understand what it is to be Christiaii, 
or cwretbi^otio twactise aocurding tfaeroto, 
ivho can ibd in ms heart, in my case, upon 
any pretence, to oalummate* In fine, to 
pr^tute our oonsdenoe, or sacrifice our 
honeaty , ht my cause, teeny interest w^at* 
ever, can never be warrantable or wise. 
Further, 

3. The danderer ie a fool, because he 
useth improper means and preposterous 
methods memscting Ins purposes. As there 
it, no design worth the carrying on by ways 
of falbehoM and iniquity ; so is there scarce 
any (no good or lawful one at least) which 
may not more surely, more safely, more 
cleverly be at^liieved by means of truth and 
jubtice. Is not always the straight way 
more short tlian the oblique and crooked? 
Is not the plain way more easy than the 
rough and cragged? Is not the fair way 
mcire pleasant and passable than the foul? 
Is it not better to walk in paths that aie 

r and allowed, than in those that are 
up and prohibited ? than to clamber 
over walls, to break through fences, to tres- 
pass upon endohures? Surely yes; lie that 
walketh Vjpnghtly walkoth surely,* Using 
strict veracity and integrity, candour, 
and equity, is tlie best method of accom- 
plishing good dedgns. Our own industry , 
good use of the parts end faculties God 
hatli given us, embraemg fair opportunities, 
God's blessing and providence, are sufficient 
means to rely upon for procuring, in an 
honest way, whatever is convenient for ua. 
I'hese are ways a^yproved, and amiable to 
all men; they procure the best friends, and 
Ibwest enemies; they afford to the prao- 
tiser a cheerful courage, and good hope ; 
they moet with less disappointment, and 
have no regret or shame attending them. 
He that hath recourse to the other base 
means, and makeih Ues his refuge^ as he 
renpunceth all just and honest m^s, as 
he disolaimeth all hope in God's assistance, 
and forfisiteth all pretence to his blessing;* 
so he cannot reasonably expect good suc- 
cess, or be satisfied in any und^taking.* 
supplanting way indeed seems the 
most curt and compendious way of bring- 
about dishonest or dishonourable de- 
signs: but as a good design is certainly 
dwonoured thereby, so is it apt thence to 
be defeated; it ralsi^ up enemies ando^ 
atooles, yielding advantage to whoever is 
dispoSi^ to cross us. As in trade it is no- 
tmnous, that the best course to thrive is by 
dealtug squarely and truly; anyfiraud or 
voaensgo appearing there doth overthrow 
a man's credit, and drive away custom 
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from him : so in all other transactions, as 
he that dealeth justly and fairly will have 
his afiairs proceed roundly, and shall find 
men ready to comply witli him ; so he that 
is observ^ to practice falsehood will be 
declined Iw some, opposed by others, dis- 
liked by : no man scarce willingly will 
have to do with him; he is commonly 
forced to stand out in h^iness, as one that 
plays foul play* 

4, Lastly, The slanderer is a very fool, 
as bringing many great inconveniences, 
troubles, and mischieis on himself. 

First, A fools mmdh (saith the Wise 
Man) Uhisdestrmtion^ Ait Ups are the snare 
of his soul;^ and if any kind of speech is 
destructive and dmigerous, then is thb 
certainly most of all : for by no means can 
a man inflame so fierce anger, impress so 
stifiT hatred, raise so deadly enmity against 
himself, and consequently so endanger his 
Mofety , ease, and welfare, as by this practice. 
Men can more easily endure, and sooner 
will forgive, any sort of abuse than this; 
they will rather pardon a robber of their 
goods, than a deicer of their good name. 

Secondly, Such an one indeed is not 
only odious to the person immodiately con- 
cerned, but generally to all men tb^ ob- 
serve his practice, every man presently will 
be sensible how easily it may be bis own 
case, how liable he may be to be thus abused, 
in a way against which there is no guard 
or defence. The slanderer therefore is 
apprehended a common enemy, dangerous 
to all men; and thence rendereth all men 
averse from him, and ready to cross him.* 
Love and pc^aoe, tranquillity and security, 
( an only be niaintrincd by innocent and 
true dealing: so the Psalmist hath well 
taught us: What mm is he that desvretk 
life^ and loveth may days^ that he mav see 
good? Keep thy tongue from eml, am thy 
Ups from speaking 

Thirdly, All wise, all noble, all ingenu- 
ous and honest persons have an averhatiun 
from this practice, and cannot entertain H 
with any acceptance or oomplaoence. A 
righteous mm hateth lying ^ saith the Wise 
Man. It is only ill-natured and ill-nur- 
tured, unworthy and naughty people, that 
are w^ng auditors or enoouragers there- 
of. A leujAed daer (saith the WUe Man 
again) giueth heed to false Ups ; and a Uar 
peeth ear to a nmighty tongue.^ All love 
of truth, and regard to justice, aiid sense 

V — eoqttid 
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of humanity, all gencrobity and ingenuity, Seventhly, The consequent of thia prtto- 
all charity and good-^i to men, must be tioe is commonly shameM dugrecOy with 
extinct in those who can with delight, or an obligation to retract, and render aatis* 
indeed with patience, lend an ear, or ^ve faction ; for seldom doth calumny pass los^ 
any countenance to a slanderer : and is not without being deteetod and confuted** & 
he a very fool, who chooseth to displease tbxA walketk lepmAtZy, toaUteth surely: ^ 
the best, only soothing the Worst of men? he that peru^tethMs ways shall he knem : 

Fourthly, The slanderer indeed doth and, The Up of truth shall he estMished 
banish himself ^om all conversation and for ever; itot a lyin^ Up is tut for a mo^ 
company, or, intruding into it, becomes ment*^ saith the great observer oif things^ 
^cry disgustfd thereto: for he worthily b And when the slander is disebsed, the 
not only looked upon as an enemy to those slanderer is obliged to excuse (that is, to 
whom he slatiderc^, but to those also upon palliate one lie mh another, if he can do 
whom he obtrudeth his calumnious dis- tt), or forced to recant, with much disgrace 
course. Ho not onh wron^th the former and extreme displeasure to himself; he ia 
by the injury, but he mo&cth the latter also many times constrained, with his loss 

a the falsehood of his storbs ; implicitly and pain, to repfdr the mischief he hath 
arging his hearers with we^ess mu done, 
credulity, or with injustice and jiravi^. Eighthly, To this in likelihood the con- 
Fifblily, He also dorogateth wholly mom cemments of men. and the powers which 
his own credit, in all matters of discourse, guard justice, will lorcibfy hring him ; and 
For he that dareth thus to injure hU neigh- certainly his conscience will bind him thero- 
hour, who cun trust him in any thing he to; God will indispensably exact it from 
spedks? Wliat will not he say to please his luin. He can never have any sound quiet 
\ile humour, or further his base interest? in his mind, he can never expect pardon 
What (Ihbks any man) will he scruple or from Heaven, without acknowledging his 
boggle ut, who hath the heart in thus doing fault, repairing the wrong he hatii done, 
wrong and mischief to imitate the Devil? restoring that good name of which he dis- 
Further, possessed his neighbour : for in tins no less 

Sixtlily, This practice Is perpetually tha^ in other cases conscience cannot bo 
haunted "with most troublesome compa- satisfied, remisnon will not be granted, 
iiions, inward regret and self-condemna- excimt due restitution be performed : and 
lion, fear and disquiet : the conscience of of all restitutions ^is surely is the most 
<lealing so unworthily doth smite and rack difficult, most laborious, and most troubie- 
him ; he is ever in dwger, and thence in some. It is nowise so hard to restore goods 
fear to be discovered, and requited for it.* stolen or extorted, as to recover a good 
Of these passions the manner of his beha^ opinion lost, to wipe off aspentioBs cast on 
viiuu* is a manifest indication : for men do a man's name, to cure a wounded repute^ 
seldom vent their slanderous rcjiorts open- tions the most earnest and di^nt endea- 
ly and loudly, to the face, or in the ear of vour can hardly ever effect tins, or spread 
those who are concerned ui them ; but do tlie plaster so mr as the sOre hath readied, 
utbr them in a low voice, in dark comers, The slanderer therefore doth engage him- 
out of sight and hearing, where they con- selfintogreat straits, incurring an obligation 
eeit themselves at present safe from being to repair an almost irreparalde mischief. 
<‘iillod to an account. Swords (saith the Ninthly, This practice doth also cer- 
Psalmist of such persons) are in their lips ; tainly revenge itself, imposing on its actor 
Who^ say they, doth heart And, Wnoso a perfect retaliation; atmuk for a. tooth i 
primly shndereth Ms neighbour, him will I m irrecoverable infamy to himself, for tiio 
cut off* saith David again, intimating the infamy he causeth to others. W^bo wiU 
common manner of this practice. Calumny regard his fame, who will be concerned to 
Islike the phgue, that mlketkiudeerkness^ excuse his faults, who so outrmoushr 
Hence iqipositely are the practiserstheroi^ abuseth the reputation of others? He sui^ 
termed whisperers and liackbiters : their frreth justly, tie is imd in his own 
heart suffers them not openly to avow, will any man think, who doth hear hhn 
their com^'ionce tells thorn tne^r cannot reproached.® 

fairly defend their vrwtiee. Ag^n, «iw,uau,-Th,wwthirf tWOrtw-k 
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Tenthly, In ftno, the slanderer (if he 
doth not by serious end sore repentance 
rottact his practice) doth banish hitnself 
fi*ofn heaiven and happiness^ dckth expose 
liimsclf to endless nuseries and sorrows. 
For if none that imketh a lie shall enter 
into the heavenly Hty ; if without those man- 
sions of joy and bless every me must eter- 
nally abide that loveth or maketh a He; if, 
vSfi t$Ts to all Hors th(^ portim is 

assigned in the lake which hurnetn vdth jire 
nmhrimstone tlien asstiredly the capital 
liar, the slanderer (who lietb most inju- 
rioudy and mischievoubly), shall be far ex- 
cluded -from felicity and thrust down into 
the depth of that miserable place. If, as 
St. I*aul saith, no roller^ or evil speaker 
shall inherit the kmgffom of <7od ;* how far 
thence shall 1he\ bo removed, wh<» without 
any tiMith or justice do .speak ill of and re- 
proatdi their in ighbour ? If for ery 

or vain, word we must render a 
strict accouid;^ how imieli more .shall we 
be severely reckoned with for this sort 
of words, so empty of truth and void of 
equity; wortU that arc not only negatively 
vain, or useless, but positively vain, as 
false, and spoken to bail }mrpo‘^e? If slan- j 
dor perhaps here may evade detection, or , 
.seape deserved punishment; jet infalliblj 
hereafter, at the dreadful daj, it shall be 
disclosed, irreversibly eonddimed, inevi- 
tably persecuted with condign reviaixl of 
utter shame and sorrow. 

Is not he, then, he who, out of malignity, 
or V anity, to serve any design, or soothe any 
humour in iiimself or others, doth bv com- 
mitting this sin involve himself into all these 
gi*eat evils, both lure and liercafter, a most 
desperate and dejdorable fool ? 

Having thus described the nature of this 
sin, and declared the folly theretif, we need, 

1 suppose, to say no more for dissuading 
it ; espei i.Jly to persons of a generous and 
honest mind, who cannot Lut scorn to de- 
base and defile themselves by so mean and 
vile a practice ; or to those who seriously 
do profess Cfu-ktiaiiity, that i.s, the religion 
which peculiarly above all others pre- 
scrihotb constant truth, strictest justice, 
and highest charity. 

Hraketh iniiichlefi H mIuUI corns unto him — Prov xi 
V ; XXVI 27. It was the punishineiut of shuiderorH 
in the l.ttw . — Then gbaU ye do unto him hs he had 
thought to have done unto hla brother - Deut. xlx. 
r) A ialw witncaFt »hoU not be u^uui^hed , ui<1 he 
that teUeth lies ahall not eacape — rrov. xxi. ft God 
hhall di at) oj thto lor evei , thou falae tongue. — Paal. 
111. 4. 5. Lying hiiH at e an abomination to the Lord , 
hut they that deal ti uly ur« hia delight. — Prov. xil 
xvi. 37, \xii l.'i« xxi h it is one of 
those tliutaa whien God (Htxeially doth hbominatc.^ 
PtSjv. VI IS Vil 2/ Af.d-iUitiiebti'liallLHnxl).— 
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I shall only add, that since our faculty 
of speech (wherein we do excel all other 
creatures) was given us, us in the ^st place 
to praise and glorify our Maker, so in the 
next to benefit and help our neighbour ; as 
an instrument of mutual succour and de- 
lectation, of friendly commerce and plea- 
sant converse together ; for instructing and 
advising, comforting and chotTing one an- 
other; it is an unnatural perverting, and 
an irrational abuse thereof, to employ it to 
the dami^, disgrace, vexation, or wrong 
in any kind, of our brother. Reiter in- 
deed had we been lu* brutes without its use, 
than we are, if so worse than brutishly we 
abuse it. 

FinaDy, All these* things being consi- 
dered, we maj, 1 think, reasonablj con- 
eliwle it most evidently true, that he uhvd 
atteivth sldtidcr ts a Jool, 


SERMON XIX. 

AOAINST DETRACTION. 

.Tamrs iv. 11.— Sprah not t vil one oj an- 
other^ htethtfit, 

Onp half of our rdiuioii consisfeth in cha- 
rity toward our m ighbouv ;* and of that 
charity, much the greater part seomtth 
e\ti*used in spc<‘t*h ; for as speaking doth 
take up tlic greatc'-t part of our lif<‘ Tour 
quick and active mind contimiailj vciiimg 
its thoughts, and dischai'giiig its p<issions 
llnrebj ; all our (onvi rsatiou and eom- 
merce passing through it, it having a large 
influence upon all our pi.ictii^e), so speech 
common] \ having our neighbour and his 
concernments for its objec ts, it is necessary 
that eillur most of our iharitv will he ein- 
plojed therein, or that by it we shall most 
oflend against that great duty, togctlicr 
with its associates, justic<‘ and peace. 

And all ofl*em*es of this kind (w liicli Irans- 
gress charitj, violate justice, or iriftinge 
peace) may perhaps be foi bidden in this 
apostolical precept; for the word x^rAXet- 
according to its origination, and ac- 
cording to some use, doth ‘•iguify all kind 
of obloquy, ajul so may comprise slander, 
harsh censure, reviling, scoffing, luid the 
like kinds of speaking against our neigh- 
bour ; but in stricter aeccjitation, ami ac- 
cording to peculiar use, it denott*tIi that 
particular sort of olduquy w hich is called 
fletraetion^ or harkhitinff : so tlierefore wo 
may be allowed to understand it here ; and 
acconiingly I now mean to describe it, and 
to dissuade from its [iractiee. 

There i*. heiwi r n Ihi*- and tlie other thief 

* hi , tti . 0 / t/it ^iAE*>0i. 
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frorts (»f obloquy (blander, censuring:, and bv which he xmy diapamge him ; when ha 
reviling) miieh affinity, yet there ib scrae vieweth any good action, he jpmaft into 
diffi^rence ; for slander involveth an im* it, labouring to espy same pretence to dcM 
putation of falsehood; reviling includeth ropte from the commendation anparentl^ 
bitter and foul language ; but detraction belonging to it. This in general is the na^ 
may be couehcd in truth, and clothed in ture of this fault. But we may g^ a fuBer 
fair language ; it is a poison often infused understanding of it, by consid^ing more 
in sweet ii<|uor, and tninlslered in a golden distinctly some particular acts, wherein it 
cup. It is of nearer kin to censuring, and is commonly exercised, or the several tMitha 
accordingly St. .lames here counlcth it in which the detracting spirit treaueth; 
thereto ; /fr t/iat detraMhfrom a brother^ such are these following; 
and he that cenmreth Us brother^ hoMiteth 1 . A detractor is wont to represent per« 
the and cenmpcih the law : yet may sons and actions under the most ffisadvan* 
these two be ffistinguisbed ; for censuring tageous circumstances he can, setting out 
bcemeth to be of more general pumort, those which may cause^ them to a^ar 
extending indiffierently to all kinds of odious or despicable, slipping over those 
sons, qualities and actions, ^hieh it unduly which may commend or excuse them, 
taxeth ; but detraction especially respect- There is no person &o excellent, who is 
eth worthy persons, good (pialities, and not by his circumstances forced to omit 
laudable actions, the reputation of which some things, which would become him to 
it aimeth to destroy, or to iiiqiair. do, if he were able ; to perform some 

This sort of ill practice, so rife in use, thinp lamely, and otherwise than he would 
•so base in its nature, so mischievous in its do, if he could reach it; no action so wor- 
effocts, it shall be my endeavour to describe, thy, but may have s«>ine defect in matter, 
that we may know it; and to dissuade, that or manner, incapable of redress ; and he 
we ma\ shun it. that represeuteth sucli person or action. 

It is’ the fault (opposite to that part of leaving out those excusing circumstances, 
charity and goodness which is cftllc<l inge- doth tend to beget a bad or mean opinion 
noity or candour i wliicii, oul of naughty of them, roblung them of their due value 
di<5position or design, striveth to disgrace and commendation ;* thus, to charge a man 
w<irfliy persons, or tt» disparage good ae- of not having done a good work, when he 
tions, looking for blemishcsS and dt^fects in had not the power or opportunity to per- 
iheiu, using care and artifiee to pervert or form it, or is by cross accidents hindered 
misrt'prosent thmgH to that jmrjiose. from doing ii according to his desire ; to 

An hrmc'st and chai*ita))lo miud disposeth suggest the action was not done exactly, in 
us, when \ie see uiy mau endued wdtn good the best season, in the rightest mode, in 
qmilities, and pursuing a tenor of good prac- the most proper place, with expressions, 
tiee, to esteem such a person, to commend looks, or gestures most convenient : these 
him, to interpret what he doeth to the best, are tricks f»f a detractor; who when he 
not to suspect any ill of him, f>r to seek any cannot deny the metal to be good, and the 
exceptitm against him; it inclineth us, when stamp true, he clippeth it, and so would 
WT see any action materially good, to yield reject it from being current, 
it biiiiply due approbation and praise, with- 2. He is wont to misconstrue ambiguous 
out searching for, or surmising any defect words, or to ims»interpret doubtful appear- 
in the caus(> or principle whence it eometh, ances of things; let a man 6]H»ak never so 
in the design or end to which it tendeth, well, or act never so fairly, yet a detractor 
in the way (»r maimer of performing it. A will say bis words may bear this ill sense, 
good man would be sorry to have any good his actions may tend to that bad purpose; 
thing spoiled : as to find a crac'k in a fair we may therefore susj»ect his meaning, and 
biiihling, a flaw in a tine jewel, a canker in cannot yield him a full approbation, 
a goodly flower, is grievous to any iudif- 3. He is wont to misname the qualities 
ferent man ; so womd it be displeasing to of persons or things, assigning bad appel- 
iiiin to observe defects in a w'orthy person, lations or epithets to good or indifferent 
or commendable action ; he therefore will qualities : the names of virtue and vic^ da 
not easily entertain a subpicioii of any such, so nearly border in signification, that it is 
he never wdll hunt for any. But, on the easy to transfer them from one to another, 
contrary, it is the iiroperty of a detractor, and to give the best quality a bad name4 
when he secth a woxtny person, whom he Thus by calling a sober man sour, a cheer* 
.liith not aifect, or whom he is. concerned 

to wrong, to survey him throughly, and to t At no. rwatm ipw^ iurwitmua at«i« 

sift all his actions, with intent to dew-ry »roj^ 

- It L V r -if Nobweuoi vivit» mwHum «t rteinllBwtMmio IIU 

honu faihug, or any hcmblanue of a fault, T«k^ocvgnQiiicnpi»guK4)«miut,Src.— liar. Sum t.a 
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fid vain, a conseiontloisis mxx morose, 
a devout man emterstitioiis, a 
prodigal, a firugal man aorAIA, m open 
nium ample, a reserved man orafiy, one 
tihat standetA upon Ilia Imaou^ andhonestj 
proud, a Jdud man ambifiousiy popular, a 
modest man sullen, tuporoua, or stupid, 
ia a very easy way to d^aot, and no man 
thereby can soape being disparaged, 

4. m doth imperfei^y charaeterize per- 
sons, so as stttdiomdy to vml or faintly to 
disclose their virtues and good qualities, 
but oarefully to expoee, and fiilfy to ag<- 
fpravate or amjdify any defects or failings 
ui them. The detractor will pretend to 
give acharacter of his neighbour; but in so 
doing he stifieth what may commend him, 
and blaaoneth what may disgrace him ; like 
an envious painter he hidem, or in dusky 
o<doars shadoweth, all the ^aceful pans 
and goodly features, but setteth out all 
blemishes in the briAeat light, and most 
open view. Every fkce hath in it some 
mole, fipot, or wrmkle ; there is no man 
that hath not, aa they i^eak, some blind 
place, some blemishes in hia nature or 
temper, some faults contracted by educa- 
tion or custom, somewhat amiss proceed- 
ing from ignorance, or misapprehensiou of 
tlmngs: these (although they be m them- 
selves small and inconsiderable, although 
they are some of them involuntary, and 
thence inculpahle, although they be much 
ooraected or restriuned % virtuous disci- 
pline, although they are compensated by 
greats virtues, yet these) t}»e detraclor 
snatcheth, momdeth, and out of thorn 
firameth an idea of |kis neighbour, to 
breed hatred or contempt of him in an 
smwaay spectator ; whereas were charity, 
were equity, were humanity, to draw the 
person, it, representing his qualities with 
just advantage, would render ^him lovely 
and venerable. 

He is wont not to cconmend or allow 
any thbg absolutely and clearly, but al- 
ways interposing some exception, to which 
he would nave it seem liable; the in- 
deed, saith he, doth seem to have this or 
that laudable quality; the aotioi!i hatli a 
fiiir appearance: hut then if he can, he 
blurtetn out some spiteful objection ; if be 
can find notlfing colourable to say against 
it, yet he will seem to know and to suppress 
Somewhat; but, saitb be, Iknow what 1 
know, 1 know more than Til say;-— so 
(adding perhaps a crafity nod or smug, a 
malieioos sneer or smile) he thinks to plait 
the fairest performance.* 

* tCon «tode8 reptt^are, 

]ifiiri« , rY qiOa n<m ham quod i>bjhnd8« utnutaa «a^- 
, ul tnr to putat luUii paroere* qul nifn- 
tlfliu Uet tua aiiintn pep<reisU.*-^itfr. m SuJ ui. G« 


U. He is ready to suggest ill causes and 
principles, latent in the heart : of practices 
apparently good, ascribing what is well 
done to bad disposition, or bad pimpose : so 
to say of a lib^al man, that he is so from 
an ambitious temper, or out of a vain-glo- 
rious design; of a religious man, that his 
constant exercises of devotion proceed not 
firom a conscientious love and icar of God, 
or out of intention to j^ease God and work 
out his salvation ; but from hypocrisy, from 
affectation to g^ the favour and good 
opinion of men, from design to prmnoto 
worldly interests ; this is the way ai de- 
traction. He doethwellysaith the detractor, 
it cannot be dmiied ; but for what roaAoii 
docth he so ? Is it not plainly his intcriwt 
to do so? Doth he not mean to get ap- 
plause or preferment thereby? J}bth Job 
serve God for mughtf So said the frthcr 
of detracting spirits. 

7. He derogateth from good actions by 
pretending to correct them, or to show- 
better that might have bc€ n done in their 
room: it is, saith he, done in some resptet 
well, or tolerably; but it might have been 
done better, with as small trouble and cost ; 
ho was overseen in choosing this way, or 
proceeding in this manner. Thus did Ju- 
das blame the good woman, who anointed 
our Lord's feet: Wkg (said he) teas not 
this vintfuent sohl^ and given to the poori* 
So did his covetous baseness prompt him 
to detract from that performance, of Which 
our Saviour's goodness did pronounce, that 
it was a good worh^ which should pcrjictu- 
ally through the whole world pass for me- 
morable,^ 

8. A detractor not regarding the gene- 
ral coarse and constant tenor of a man's 
conversation, which is conspicuously and 
clearly good, will attack some part of it, 
the goodness whereof is less discernible, 
or more subject to coutc^st and biaiu<» ; as 
if in a body admirably handsome, one over- 
looking that curious harmony, that deli- 
cate complexion, those fine lineaments and 
gooKUy features, which, running through 
the whole, do conspire to render it a lovely 
spectacle, should pitch on an eye or a nose 
to carp at ; or os if in a town, otluTwhcro 
begirt with impregnable defences, one 
should search for the weakest place, to 
form a battery against it. 

9. In fine, the de^actor iTijcctcili sug- 
gestions of every thing anywise plausible 
or possible, tliat can serve to dinunish the 
worth of a person, or value of an action, 
which he would discountenance : he pry- 
cth into every nook, he* boltcth every cir- 
cutustanoc, be improve th c\ery pretence, 

* Jahn kU* 5. b Matt. axu. 10» 13. 
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ho allegeth any report or rumour, ho useth 
all the tricks imaginable to that end. Such 
is the nature and way of detraction; in 
oularging upon which I am the more S]^ 
ring, becaubo the arts and methods of de* 
traction being in great part common with 
those of slander and censure, I have other- 
while iu treating upon those offences more 
fully declared them. 

Now for dissuading from its practice, I 
shall propound to your consideration the 
causes whence it prooeedeth, the irregula- 
1 ities aiid pravities which it involveth, the 
( iFects which it produceth ; the whkh wiB 
ap 2 >ear so base and ugly, that whoever 
shml consider them cannot^ I suppose, but 
loathe the daughter of such parents, the 
subject of such qualities, and the mother 
of such children. 

I. I’ho causes of detraction are, 

1. 111 nature, and bad humour : as good 
nature and ingenuous disposition incline 
men to observe, like, and commend what 
appeareth best in our neighbour ; so ma- 
Jignity of temper and heart prompteth to 

and catch at the worst: one, «*is a bee, 
gailiereth honey out of any herb; the 
other, iis a spider, suoketh poison out of 
tiic aw ectost llou ► r, 

2. Pride, ambition, and inordinate self- 
love: the (letractt»r wimld engross praise, 
and derive all glory to himself ; he would 
be the chief, the only eicellent per«;on; 
therefore he would jostle another’s worth 
out of the way, that it may not endanger 
standing in cou [ictition with Lis, or lessen- 
ing it by a partnership ; that it may not 
outshine his reputation, or dim it by the 
lustre thereof.* 

3. Envy: a detractor liketh not to see 
another thrive, and flourish in the good 
esteem of men, therefore ho would j^laflly 
blast his worth anil virtue ; liis eye is evU 
ami sore, therefore would ho quench, or 
cloud the light tliat dazzleth it. 

4. Malicious revenge and spite: his 
neighbour *6 good iiractico condcumeth his 
bad life ; his neighUmr^s worth dis^iara^th 
Lis miworthincss; this he conoeivetb high- 
ly prejudicial to him I hence in revenge he 
will labour to \iJijty the worth and good 
works of bis noighmiur. 

6. Sense of weakness, want of courage, 
or despondency of his own ability: he that 
in any kind doemeth himself alile, or coiih 
tideth in his own strength and industry, 
will allow to others the commondatiou be- 
seeming their ability ;t for he thinkothbiin- 

* Kxpedtt vobte iwmliiem videri bonum, quMi slic- 
na virtuM osprobrAtlQ vvfitroriim UtiUeturuin sit.— 
Si a de yitr a. klx. 
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s(df hi capacity to deserve the same, nod 
as he would not lose the fVtiits of hki Own 
deserts, so he takoth it for equitaMe that 
another should eigoy them; to deprh/o 
another of them he seeth were in consc- 
quei^ce to prejudice his own capacity axtd 
hope: but be that feeletb himself desti- 
tute of worth, and dofqiamth to arrive to 
the credit of others, is thence tempted to 
disparage and ddam such persons : this 
course he taketh as the boat allay of bis 
oontemptiblenees, the only aolaee for his 
defects that he can ho^ for; secang ho 
cannot arise to anothers pitoh, he would 
bring down that otbirartohiB; ho cannot 
directly get any pnuse, therefore he would 
in&eotly find excuse, by shrouding his 
unworthmess under the blame others. 
Hence detraction is a si^ of the weakest 
and basest spirit; it is an imp^ent and gro- 
veling serpent* that Inrketh in the he^e, 
waiting opportunity to bite the heel of any 
nobler cTeature that passeth by. 

6. Evil consdence: a man that is con- 
scious to himsolf of a solid worth and w- 
tue, of having honest intentions, of having 
^rformed good deeds, is satisfied with the 
^its of inward comfort and outward ap- 
probation, which they do yield; be there- 
fore will scorn to seek the betttsring hhnself 
by the discredit of others ; be wul not by 
so mean a practice adulterate that worth, 
in which ho fccleth sufficient complacence ;% 
he rather doth like that others should e^jc^ 
thi'Ir due commendation, as justifying his 
own claim thereto; he wiltingly payeth 
it, bei'ause he may justly demand it ; and 
because withholding it mom another may 
projudic*} his own right tiiereto: but he 
that is sensible of no good qualities in 
himself, that is conscious of no worthy 
actions that ho hath ditno, to breed a satis- 
faction of mind, or build a reputation ujion, 
would please himself in making others as 
little better than himself a& he can, would 
ground a hind of crefht upon tiie ruins 
and rubldah of another's fame. When he 
knoweth he cannot shine by Ins own 
he would seem less obscure hy eclipsing 
the brightness of others, and shutting out 
the day firom about him ; canceiviiqt that 
all things look alike ih the dork, and 0iat 
bad appeareth not bad where no good is 
near. 

As also a good man tiheth worth and 
virtue, because they resemble what he dis- 

r«S fauiraf* nnftTWii k/eiweSiu Muvfnu. 

Soer. Hist. JBocA. vi. if. 

t RetufKUttm uomds hut art>limitur, nema «lt 
saiioiQft, fi omulbtoi detfSbarar, si 4am eit 
tinm. si lauUltttdo 
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cemeth in hitnseil' ; so pvil men hate them, 
Iiecause they do not find themselves mas- 
ters of them: they are like the fox, 'who 
said the |tp*apes were sour, because he could 
not reach them ; and tliat the hare was drv 
meat, because he could not catch her. A 
detractor therefore is always a bad man, 
and wanteth those good qualities which he 
would disparage. 

7. Bad^ selfish design: detraction is a 
common engine whereby naughty men strive 
to compass their ends ; when by fair means, 
by their own wit, industry, courage, worthy 
behaviour, they cannot promote their inte- 
rests, they caimot drive on their ambitious 
or covetous projects, they cannot attain that 
preferment or that gam which they affect, 
then they betake themselves to this crooked 
and foul way of supplanting, by detracting 
those whom they conceit to stand in the way 
of their designs. It was the first piece of 
wicked policy that ever was practised in 
the w or Id : the devil, by detracting from the 
goodness and veracity of God (misrepe- 
senting his intentions, and misconstmng 
his commands), strove to achieve his mis- 
chievous design of seducing our forefathers; 
and In hb footsteps his serpentine progeny 
(the race of malicious, emious, ambitious, 
covetous, and crafty politicians) do tread, 
it is observed to be a fault that usually 
haunteth courts, wherein there b compe- 
tition fpr the fhvour of a prince, and the 
consequences thereof (for dignitv, power, 
wealth, repute), to get which to tfiemsclves 
they strive to dispossess or prevent others 
b^ this instrument of detraction. It is also 
rue among scholars, that b, among com- 
pe^tors for wit, learning, industry, and 
the rewards of them, reputation or prefer, 
ment. From such principles and causes 
usuelly doth this practice sprii^. 

11. It doth involve these kinds of irre. 
gularity and pravity : — 

1 . h^ust^e; a di^actor careth not how 
he dealeth with his neighbour, what wrong 
he doeth him. Justice obligeth to render 
every man hb duo ; honour to whom htrout 
if due^ and prabe to him that deserveth 
praise. There can be no greater ii\}ury 
done a man, than to smil his best good, his 
virtue ; than to rob him of the best reward 
of bis pains and cares, which b a fair re- 
putation (1 speak of rewards which lie in 
the reach of men.) No man prizes any 
thing ooinparablv to hb honesty and ho- 
nour ; w ho thiTnfiJve by any means blurreth j 
them, is most injur ioiis.*^ Wo utUo ihem^ 
who taJu* the rrfrftteottsnesb of the righteoVb 
from him. Ka. \. 

* PlUV. X«U. 111. 
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Injurious indeed he is, not only to the 
virtuous person, hut to virtue itself ; lV)r 
oonunemitttion is a debt we owe to it, 
wherever it b found ; which conduceth to 
its encouragement and advancement ; and 
to wrong goodness itself is the most hei- 
nous injustice. 

2. Uncharitableness: it is evident that 
the detractor doth not love his neiglibour ; 
for charity maketh the best of every tiling: 
Okarity Mieveth every things hopeth every 
things to the advantage of its object ; char 
rity delighteth to see the beloved to prosper 
and flourbh; and will therefore contribute 
its endeavour to the procuriag it to do so : 
the detractor therefore (who would defile 
the best, and display the worst in his neigh- 
bour) can have no charily; he indeed 
manifcstelh the greatest liatred, seeing he 
striveth to do the gi'eatest mischier, to 
cause the greatest vexation to his neigh- 
bour, in bereav ing biin of his most precious 
and dear enjoyments. 

3, Impiety; he that loveth and reveren- 
ceth God, will acknowledge and approve hii 
goodness, in bestowing excellent gifts and 
graces to his brethren; when such appear, 
tie w ill be oiraid to dbav ow or disgrace 
them, that he may not rob God himself 
of the glory thence due to his favour and 
mercy, or through his neighbour's side 
wound the divine benignity; be will be 
ready to bless and praise <iPod for ail such 
emanations of his goodness ; as those did 
in the gospel, who, beholding our Savioui'b 
miraculous works of gi'ace, did glorify (Sod^ 
who had given bueh gifts unto men: but the 
detract(>r careth not for that ; ho feareth 
not to bereave God of tlic honour of db- 
pensing good gifts, that his brother may 
not liave the honour of receiving them; ho 
will rather deny God to be good, than allow 
a mail to be so by his grace and blessing : 
so b he no loss a detractor from God, tlian 
from his neighbour. 

Hence, of all ofiences, detraction cer- 
tainly must be most odious to God. He is 
the God of truth, and therefore detesteth 
lying, of which detraction ever, especially 
in moral esteem, hath a spice: he is the 
God of justice, and therefore especially 
doth abhor wronging the best persons and 
actions : he is the God of love, and therc'* 
fore cannot but loathe this capital violation 
of charity : be is jealous of hb glory, and 
cannot therefore endure it to be abused 
by slurring his good gifts and graces ; he 
cannot but hate that offence, which ap- 
proacheth to that most heinous and unpai*- 
doiiabio sin, that eoitsisieih in defaming 

< 1 Cor. xlu 



AGAIMST DETRACTION 


1«1 


CCRMON XIX ] 


the excellent work$ performed by divine 
|)o>\cr and goodness, ascribing them to bad 
causes.® 

4 . Detra<*tion involvetb degenerouR 1)ase- 
iitNs, meanness of spirit, and want of good 
manners. A II men affect to seem generous, 
and will sa> they scorn 1o be base ; but ge- 
nerosity is *m iiotliing more seen, than in a 
candid estimation of other men's virtues 
and good qualities ; to this generosity of 
nature, generosity of education, generosity 
of principles and judgment, do all oom|H- 
ringly dispose: it is the noblest kind of 
courtesy, to tender and further the repu- 
tation of others ; to be liberal in bestow- 
ing commendation on deserving persons ; 
it obligeth num more than any other bene- 
fit can do, jirocuring them commonly real 
adiantage, always cheering and satisfying 
tluir mind ; for in nothing more do they 
j:)lease themselves, than in reaping this fruit 
of their good intention and hone^ industry , 
the approbation of worthy men ; it is Ihere- 
tore a most gentcil thing thus to oblige 
jiicn. But , on the other side, nothing more 
plainly argucth a degenerate and ign<»ble 
h^^art, ill-breediug and ill-formed xnaim^rH, 
a soiTy imnd and poor judgment, than to 
disesteem or disparage worth and virtu ' 
in others: it is the most savage rudeness, 
the most sordid il liberality, the most ugly 
clou nihhness, that can be ; of all men, there- 
fore, it most doth misbecome those who 
pi*etend to he gentlemen. 

Jj In coiiHecjnc’iiee to these tilings, de- 
traotjon includeth folly; for every unju&t, 
every nnchai it’tble, eiery impious, every 
base person is, as such, a fool : none of 
those qualities aro consistent with uisdom ; 
but the folly of it u ill particularly appear, 
together with its pravity, by the bad and 
hurtful effects which it produwth, both in 
regard to others, and to him that prae- 
tiseth it ; some of whu'h are these; — 

111. I. The practice thereof is a gi*eat 
di H ourogeineut and obhtruction to the com- 
mon pra(‘tice of goodness : for many, see- 
ing the best men thus dismragcd, and the 
best actions vilified are msheartened and 
dt*t<'rred from practising virtue, especially 
m a conspicuous and eminent degree* Why, 
will many a man say, shall 1 be strictly 
good, seeing goodness is so liable to be 
misused, seeing thei'eby I shall provoke 
the detracting tongue. Seeing my reward 
shall he to have a severe inquisition pass 
iij>on me, to have ray life defoctsi, and my 
name bespattered? Had not 1 better be 
contented with a mediocrity and ob&curily 
of goodness, than In a glaring lustre thereof 


to draw the envious eye, and kindle raging 
c»bloquy upon me ? Thus men of a wiikef 
spirit, or a bashful temper (who are not 
stiff and resoluti* in their way, who have 
not the heart or the fa<*e to bear up againvt 
rude assaults of their reputation), will be 
seared and daunted by detraction ; so as 
consequently to be induced, 

< — plscMrclmidlam vlrtute reHota.— Hot. 
And when thus the credit of \ irtue is blast- 
ed in its practisers, many will be diverted 
from it; so will it grow out of request, and 
the world will be corrupted by the<je agents 
of the one. 

It were, indeed, upon this consideration, 
advisable and just, not to seem ever to 
detract ; even not then when we are well 
assured that by speaking ill we shall not 
really do it ; )f we should discover any man 
to selun worthy, or to be so reputed, whom 
yet we discern, by standing in a nearer 
light, not to be truly such, having liad 
o|)portumty to know his bad qualities, bad 
jiurposes, or bad deeds; yet wisdom would 
commonly dictate, and goodness di^se, 
not to mar his repute. If we should ob- 
serve, without danger of mistake, any plau- 
sible action to be performed out of bad 
inclinations, principles, or derigns ; yet or- 
I dinarily in discretion and honesiy w e should 
let it pass with such eommendatton as its 
appearance may jirocure, rather than to 
slur it by venting our disadvantageous 
apprehensions about it : for it is no great 
harm that any mao should enjoy undeserved 
commendation, or that a counterfeit worth 
should find a dissembled respect ; it is but 
being over-just, which if it be ever a fault, 
can hardly be so in this case, wherein we do 
not expend any cost, or suffer any damage* 
but it may do mischief to blemish an ap- 
p(>arance of virtues it may be a wrong 
thereto, to deface its very image; the very 
disclosing hypocrisy doth inflict a wound 
on goodness, and exposeth it to scandal ; 
for bad men thcuoe will be prone to infer, 
that ail \ irtue proccedeth from the like had 
principles: so the disgrace cast on that 
which is spurious will redound to the pre- 
judice of ^at which is most genuine: and 
if it be good to forbear detracting from 
that which is certainly false, much more 
is it so in regard to that which is possibly 
true; and far more still is it so in respect 
to that which is clear and sure. 

2. Hence detraction is very noxious and 
baneful to all society; for all society is 
maintamed in welfare by encouragement 
of honesty and industry ; the which, when 
disparagement is cast upon them, will be 
in danger to languish and decay : w hence 
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a detractor is tli« worst member that can 
be of a society; he is a viery moth, a very 
cooker therein. 

d. Detraction worketh reid damage and 
mihoblef to our neighbour; it b«3rcaveth 
him of that goodly reputotion which *is the 
proper reword of virtue, and a main sup- 
port to the practice of it; it oi%en really 
obs^ucteth and disappointeth his under- 
takings, estrai^ng those Itom him, or 
•ettiiDg them against him, who do credu- 
lously entertain it. 

4. ^6 d«Kractor abusetlj tliose into whose 
cars he instilletb his poisonous suggestions, 
engaging them to partake in the injurieh 
done to worth and virtue; causing them to 
ouiertain urjust and uncharitable conceits, 
to practise unseemly and unworthy beha- 
viour toward good men. 

5. The detractor produceth great incoii- 
veniencies and mischiefs to himself. 

Ho raisi4h against himself fierce ani- 
mosity and wrath : for men that arc con- 
scious to themselves of their own iionest 
meaning and blameless proceedings, cannot 
endure to be almsod by unjust disparage- 
ment ; hence are they stirred to boil with 
passion, and to discharge re\oiige upon tho 
destructor. 

He exposeth himself to general hatred; 
oil good men loathe him as a liase and mis- 
chievous person, and a particular enemy of 
thoirs, always ready to wrong them ; every 
num is apt tcMsaiF, he that doth tlius abuse 
aufliW win bo ready to sct\o me in like 
itminiMif if 1 chance to come in his way, 
vilifying the best thing 1 can do : even the 
worst men will disldce him: for 6>en such 
aiTed to do somew hat laudable or plausible, 
and would be glad to enjoy approbation for 
it ; and cannot therefore brook those who 
lie in wait to rob them of the fruit of their 
good endeavours: so do all men worthily 
deteat and shun the detractor, as a com- 
mon enemy to goodness first, and then unto 
men. Ftiraer, 

6. The detractor yieldelh occasion to 
others, and a kind of right to return the 
stune measure upon him. If he hath in him 
a show of anything laudable num will not 
allow him any conixnemlation from it ; for 
why , cuDoeive they, sluill he receive that 
which he will not suffer others to eiyoyr 
How can any man admit him to have any 
md Worth or virtue in himself who doth 
not like it or treat it well in another? 
Hi<u<.e, if a detractor liath any gornl hi him, 
he much h^ureth himself, cfeprlving him- 
self of all the respect behmging thereto. 

7. Again, the <letraolor, esteeming things 
WccQ^tdiiig to moral possibility, w ill assured* 
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ly be defeated in his aims ; his detraction 
in the close will avail nothing, but to bring 
trouble and shame upon himself ; fi>r Htxl 
hath a particular care over innoconec and 
goodness, so as not to let them finally to 
suffer : the goad ou/n*9 righteoa&ness he will 
bring forth as ike lights and hi& jadffnwtit as 
the noon day,^ Wiw* men easily will discern 
the foul play, and will scorn it; good men 
ever will be ready to clear Jind vindicate 
the truth: worth, however douded fora 
time, will break through all mists, mi<l 
gloriously expand itself, to Uie confusion 
of its most sly o|>poseri%. 

Such are the natural and obvious cfTecIs 
of this i>raotioo; the consideration where- 
of (together with the causes producing it, 
and tho e'^sential adjuncts which it doth in- 
volve) will, 1 should think, suffice to deter 
us fkom it. 

1 shall only adjoin one consideration, 
which our text suggosteth ; Sipeak not evil 
of one another^ soith the Apostle; 

brethren; that appellation doth imply a 
strong argument enforcing the jiretM^pt : 
brethren, wdth especial tenaerness of affec- 
tion, should love one another, and 
in each other's good; they should tender 
the interest and honour of ca<*h other a*; 
their own; they should therefore hy all 
means cherish and countenance virlue iii 
I one another, os that w hich promototli the 
eommon w^Jfare, which aduriulh and il- 
lustratoth the dignity of their family. We 
should rejoice in the good qualities and 
worthy deeds of any ChriwStian, as gl<»rify- 
ing our common Father, as gi'acing our 
common profession, as eilifvingtlie common 
body whereof we arc membtrs, Mutiher^ 
we are one of another^ and as sueh siumld 
find complaeeru^c In the health and vigour 
of any part, from w^honce the wholi* doth re- 
ceivo benefit and comfort: for one brotlier 
to repine at the welfare, to malign the pro- 
sperity, to decry tlie merit, to destroy tli(‘ 
reputation of another, is very unnatural; 
for one Christian anywise to wrung or pre- 
judice anot her, is highly impious. 

To conclude ; it is our dut^ ( w hich eiputy , 
whichingenuity , which charity, which J»iety , 
do all concurrently oblige us to,) w heiicver 
we do see any good person, or worthy dc ed, 
to yield hearty esteem, to jiaydue respect, 
gladly to congratulate the person, and w ill- 
ingly to commend tho work; rendering 
withal, thanks and praise for them to tho 
dome of all good gifts : unt(i whom, for all 
the good things bestowed upon uh, and 
upon all his creatures, be for ever all glory 
and praise. Amen. 

t I'aol xxxui. 6. 
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against hash CENSGAINO anh jupuing. 

Matth. vii. 1 . — Judfcenot 

TiiKsn \^ords, being part of our Saviour’s 
most divine Sermon upon the Mounts con- j 
tain a very sliort precept, but of vast use i 
ami consiHiuenee ; the observance whereof | 
would much conduce to the good of the 
world, and to the private quiet of each mau ; 
it interdicting a practice, which commonly 
}»roduccth %ery mischievous and trouble- 
some etfects J a practice never rare among 
men, but now \ery rife; when, with the ! 
general caus< s, which ever did and ever 
will in s<iiiic incasnro di'q»ofte men thereto^ 
eomo spec ini ones do concur, tlmt power- 
fully incline to it. 

Tboi 0 are innate to men an uzyust pride, 
emboldening them to take upon them be- 
yond wliat belongeth to them, or doth bc- 
tome them; an excessive self-love, prompt- 1 
ing them, as to Hatter themselves m their 
own roiHcit, so to undi^rvalue others, and 
from vilifying their ndphbours, to seek 
<omiii(*iidaUon to themselves; an envious 
jxuliguity. which t ver lustclh to be pam- 
pi'red w itb tiniling or making Hiults ; many 
corrupt affections, springing from flesldy 
intmc, which draw or drive men to this 
|>i *iclice ; so that in all ages it hath l)ccn very 
i omiiioii, and never any profession hath been 
so much invaded, as that of the judge. 

Ilut divtTs pi'^uliar causes have &uth an 
inrtiuDcc upon our age, as more stniniarlv 
to s\va\ men thereto; there is awoudcrtiu 
adec+atum to st^in hugely wise and witty ; 
and bow can wt seem such, more than iu 
)M'ttiug on the garb and cuiinionanee of 
j'fdat s ; scanning and passing sente nee upon 
all persons, aotl all thmgs incident? There 
IS an cxtrciiie nicenesM and delicacy of con- 
<<iU wlmh inaketh us apt to relish few 
Ibuigs, fuid to distaste any thing; there are 
ilesuisions in opinion^ and addictediiess to 
p.n*ties, which do tempt ua, and si^em to 
autliori^e us in condemning all that differ 
from us ; tb(i e is a deep corruption of mind 
and manniTs, which <mgageth men in their 
own defence to censure others, diverting 
th(^ bLime from home, and ahrouding their 
ow n under the covert of other men’s faults ;• 
there arc new principles of morality and 
j>olic\ become lurrent with great vogue, 
which allow to do or say anytliing sub-ter- 
vieiii to our inter ssts or designs; which 
also do reprcsient all men so bail, that, 

* nvpidit voIiIh mminom tidtii bonum, tjtu>d 
hIkda vntuiexpiobratiiMtiitijniindtljH Giiniwi — 
A M <ft t it t) vi\ 
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admitting thorn true, nothing hardly tm 
be said ill of any man beyond truth And 
justice. 

Hence is the world become so extremely 
critical and censorious, that in mam plaeee 
the dhiof employment of men, and the main 
bod^of conversation is, if we maric it, talcen 
up m judging: every gossipping is, as it 
were, a court of jnstioe ; every seat be- 
cometh a tribunal ; at ev^ table standeth 
a bar, whereto all men are <mted, whereat 
every man, as it happeneth, is arraigned 
and sentenoed; no sublimity or sacrei&esa 
of dignity, no integrity or innocence of 
life, no prudence or drcumspectioD of de- 
meanour, can exempt any p^son from it: 
not one escapeth being taxed under some 
scandalous name, or omous character, one 
or other.f Not only the outward actions 
and visible practices of men are judged; 
but their retired sentiments are brought 
under trial, their inward dispositions have 
a verdict past on them, their dual states 
are determined. I^hole bodies of men are 
thus judged at once, and nothing it is in 
one breath to damn whole chur^es, at one 

C ush to tliruw downwholo nations into the 
ottomloss pit. All mankind in a inmp is 
seviTCly censured, as void of any real good- 
nevb or true virtue; so Hitally depraved as 
nut to l>e coiTigiblo by any good mscipline, 
not to be recoverable oven by the grace of 
God: yea God himself is har^ spwed, his 
providence coming under the bold obloquy 
oi those who, as the Psalmist speoketh of 
some iti Iua time, whose race doth yet sur- 
\iv(*, spf*ak iofUiy^ and set their mouth 
against the heavens,^ 

This bdiig too apparently the present 
state of things, and obvious practice of 
men, it were desirable that, in order to 
their being reclaimed, men commonly did 
well understand the nature of this practice, 
with the heinous guilt, and consequently 
the deadly hazard, they do incur thereby; 
at this purpose my dlsoour'ie shall aim, 
wherein I shall endeav our both to describe 
the nature of tlie piaotico lorlnddcn in my 
text, and to declai*e the pravity, iniquity, 
and folly of it. 

Juf^ luft As to the wotd, wo may ob- 
serve, tluit it being in itself, according to 
its primitive sense, of a middle and indif- 
ferent signiHcalion, is yet frequently iu the 
Scripture used iu the worst sense ; ao as 
to import those acts, or those effects of 

I rtur kwmffitmt Ar tfpwf 
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judgment^ which pass to the disadvan- 
tage at the persons subjected theiJotu ; for 
condemnation, and for infliction of punish- 
ment: and this sense here surely the word 
doth princijiallv respect, vet not so pre- 
cisely as to exclude somewhat contained in 
the larger sense: we are so prohibited die 
condenming and punishing our neighbour 
in his good name, that withal some ai^ts 
antecedent, or concomitant to those, arc 
glanced at in the pohibition: undue appli- 
cation thereto, uigust proceeding therein 
are also signiiiod unlawful ; for the mean- 
ing of the word and the reason of the case 
may be so far extended. 

But for the fuller and clearer under- 
standing of the matter, we nm&»t observe, 
that there are divers sorts of judging, or 
acts resembling judgment, which do not 
belong to this precept; which it is requi- 
site to distinguish from this judging pro- 
hibited. 

1 . That exercising public judgment, or 
administering ju<itice, is not here prohi- 
bited, 1 need not to insist ; that is neces 
sary: human society could not subsist, 
right eouU not he mauitained, noi* |)t*aee 
preserved w ithout it ; (iod therebt go> ern- 
eth the world, earthly judges being his 
instruments and substitutes; such judg- 
ment is not so much the act of men, as of 
God himself, by whose authurit;y, in whoso 
name, for whose si3rvi4*e, it is mimstered, 
As Moses told the judges in his tunc, Vou 
shall not he afraid of the fuae of man ; for 
the judgment is And in numlwr- 

Icss places of scripture this judgineut is 
allow'ed and authorized; it therefore is 
not touched here. 

2, Tliat trial and censure, although out of 
court, and witliout formal process, which 
any kind of superiors do »*xercise iiptiu 
their inferiors committed tf> their inspec- 

and care ; such as of |>arents over 
chililren, masters over sei’vants, jiastors 
over ih(‘ir flock, any governors over their 
charge, their admonitions, reprehensions, 
and correc'tions are, to be excepted heiuc, 
us being in themselves needful and war- 
ranted, yea enjoined by (iod, 

3. Neither are fraternal eorreptiou or 
friendly reproof, proceeding out of cliaid- 
tablo design, upon clear ground, in fit sea- 
son, within reasonable compass, concerned 
in this prohibition ; this being a wholevmie 
practice, and a duty incumbent on us: 
Thou, shalt (saith tlie La\^) not hate thy 
hrother in thine hearts thou shalt in any 
urUe rebuke thy neighbour^ and not sujfer 
sin v(M)n hhn,^ 

S UnhU. 1 . 17 * Ltrit. xix. 17 ; 1 'Ihesa. % 14. I 


4. All obsiTving and reflecting upon our 
neighbours* actions, all framing an opinion 
about them, and expressing our minds con- 
cerning them, are not foroidden. For we 
are not bound perpetually to shut our eyes, 
or go about hoodwinked ; nor to stop our 
ears and make ourselves deaf: and how 
can wc ibrhear to think according to plain 
evidence ? how can we resist the impres- 
sions of sense upon our minds ? how can 
we contest notorious cxp(‘rience ? how also, 
barring such apprehensions of obvious and 
apjiarent things, could we bear tcstiinony 
coiiccrning them? how could we signify 
OUT approbation or dislike of them ? how 
could we for his amendment admonish or 
reprove our neighbour, as in some eases 
we are obliged to do? 

5. We sire not hence obliged to think 
so well of all men, as without couipetent 
knowledge alwavs to rely upon their pre- 
tences, or to entrust our interests in their 
hands; for common cxpcriem*e ac'quoiut- 
clh ns that vve maj be deceived in trusting 
men ; prudence bi<ldeth ns in iuatt**rs of 
importance not to confide in uncertainties ; 
wherefore wc ahall not be culpable for be- 
ing VI ary in such cases : this indeed is not 
a positive judgment, hut only a waving to 
declare in favour, when suflicient ground 
of doing so doth not appear; it i.s only 
a reJihonable suspecting tlie possibility of 
miscarriage in some j>erson‘«, not a dovvn- 
riglit asserting ill concerning any one man : 
wherefore to do it, as it suite th discretion, 
so it <lolh not thwart justice or charity; 
and cannot Ihcrehnc he pndiihitcd here. 

G. Wc are also not Ik nee obliged, in 
contradiction to plain sense, to judge well 
of men; ai'iountiug liirn for a saint, or a 
good man, whom we see living disorderl), 
or coniiiiitting scandalous offences, ploinlv 
repugnant to the lules of piety, justice, in* 
sobriet V . 

In fine, there are s«une speeial eases 
and eircumslanees, wherein good men i^v- 
ciisahly may in severe terms declare tlu ir 
resentment of maiiifl‘st wii’kedness, espe- 
cially such iis is* prejudicial to (lod’s honour 
and puhbc good. Of ibis there are diver** 
instances, which jet hardly can be reduced 
to common rule, or proposed for general 
exuinnic; the matter being ticklish, aii<l 
men being apt to pervert any liberty or 
pretence of tliis kind, by indulging to their 
own had humours and passions. 

These sorts of allowable judgnumts Lt iiig 
excejited, it is then private, afteUed, netni- 
less, groundless, rash, and harsh censuring 
the pt'isons or aetions of our brethren; 
3uch as dotli resemble not the acting of a 
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Jawful buporior, of a needful witness, of a 
faithful friend, W of a jud^eacting^ without 
competent right, upon no good grounds, 
or in undue manner, which is here inters 
dieted : the word Judging doth well iinpl}* 
tlje nature of tliis fault, the manner of our 
proceeding therein, the grounds of its un- 
lawfulness ; noitluT perhaps can we hotter 
understand our duty in this matter, than 
by expending what ai*e the proj>ertiob and 
obligations of a judge, and comparing our 
practice thereto; for thence it mayplahdy 
apiiear how unqualified we are to bear tliis 
omce, and how unduly we execute it. 

1. No judge should intrude himself in- 
to the office, or assume a judicial power 
without conq>etcnt authority ; that is, by 
delegation from superior powers, or by 
voluntary reference of the parties coii- 
<*erncd. 'fhis condition wo fail in, W'hen- | 
ever without warrant from (iod, i)r s|>ecial 
reason exacting it fi'oui us, we do [>ry into, 
scan, and tax tij(» actions of our neighbour.*^ 
When, I say, we are pragmatically inqui- 
siti\e into the purposes and proceedings of 
our superiors, <»f our euuals, of those who 
are nut subject to our <*harg4» and care, 
when wo narrowly tvamine them, wdu»ii 
wc p(remi»torily Maine them, then do we 
'unduly exalt oiirnlves aho\e them, and 
^'Xercisean unwarrantahh* jnri'idiction over 
'them. What sinse doth offer we luin re- 
veivcin; what judgment reason doth ex- 
ort, we m«)\ follow ; what testimony public 
Wmefit reipiireth, we may yield; what ex- 
jres'-ion charity doth call for toward oiir 
nejghhoin ’s edification, wo may seaMinahly 
\ mt: but if we jiroeeeil further in this 
W[ay , the peity eoneerned may ap|>eal from 
u as ineonqieteiit and unlawful judgi^s of 
li.s atUioms or his state; we are arrogant 
al#l injurious in j)resuming to exercUe that 
ofiee.* God i the master and juilgc of 
imn, and without authority from him, we 
mtM not prestime to judge his servants 
auc' vuhje<*1-H : so w e are taught by St. Paul ; 
Il’Jky ^saitli ho) art thou that jmlgtht amdher 
maili'^h to hm oini mastvi he stands 

eih ar falhth and St. Jaim*s m like man- 
ner, 'ij>on the saii'e groimii, expostulateth 
vvith Hn censurer . Therp h (saitli he) oru* 
Lawgiier^ who is aide to sar(\ or to destrot/; 
who ari^thou that juflgest another Our 
Lord himself for this ronsou deehned inter- 
meddling ju the affairs of ineiii Who (said 
he) made me a judge or dieider over you 
And shall we constitute ourstlves in the 
office, shall we seat ourselve'^ on tlw» tribu- 

* Uiiid In uotestatom alienani irrui^ ^ quid tcnie- 
rftriuft 0«l trlimnal asoeiidli* f - Opt. lib 2. 
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nal, without any commission from God or 
call from men ? How many judges, if this 
proviso were obneiwed, would have their 
quietus! how many censurers would be 
voided hence ! 

^2. A judgi* should he fi’ci' from all pre- 
judice.s and all partial affections ; especially 
from those which ai’o disadvantageous l4> 
the party in danger to suffer such as 
tempt or iiictine to corideuin hini ; fr<>in 111- 
opiuion and ill-will, from angor, envy, re- 
vengefulness, contempt, and the like: for 
he that is possessed with these is nowise 
qualified to be a judge ; his eyes are blinded, 
or distorted, or infected with had tinctures, 
so that he cannot di.*>cern wliat Is right, or 
tliat he seeth things represented iri the 
wrong place, and under false colours; his 
mind is div»oinposed and disturbed, so that 
he cannot calmly and sti^ailily apprehend or 
cunsidiT the just state oi the ease ; his will 
is biafised, and strongly projiemleth one 
way, so that he «‘annot proceed uprightly 
in a straight and evim (‘ourse : hi ing not 
indift'erently affected, but 4'oncerned on one 
side, he is become a j^ar ty, or an adversary, 
and tlirqiee unfit to be a judge ; he hath 
determined the cause w'itli himself before- 
hand, so that no place is left to further dis- 
cussiiin t>r defence;* wherefore before such 
a judge the best caitse will fall, the dearest 
innoeence <*hall not preserve from eondeiu- 
iiation. He, therefore, that will undertake 
this office, must first divest liiinbdf of all 
piejudiecn, must rid himself of all passions, 
must purify himself from all corrupt in- 
clinations, taking care not to come witli a 
condemning mind, or a lust to punish tlie 
obnoxious iiarty ; otherw ise a j ust exceptitm 
lieth againsi him, and reasonably his jui is- 
diction may he declined. 

If this rule were put in practice, there 
would he little censuring; for few come to 
it with a free and pure mind; few blame 
their neiphhonrs without some pre-occu- 
patiuii of juilgmeiit, or some disaffection 
toward them. 

3. A judge should neve"’ proceed in 
judgment, without r.ied!.il examination of 
the cause, so us well to under si and it.» 
Kveii those, who out of iiidi-spensahle duty, 
or by a just power, may call others to ac- 
eoimt,are yet obliged to be wary, and never 
to pass sentence without due cognizance of 
the cause ; othei’wisc they will judge bliuclly 
and rashly ; they w ill (*ilh<^* decide wrongly, 
or so truly, that doing it must he imputed 
not to their virtue, but to their f<»rtnne ; 
often they will be iiiiMakeri, and it is luck 

b xK Vi ■ II I, Mstt xxtl 10; 
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that thej^re not 00 always ; and what plainer 
Iniquity can there bo, than that the reputa- 
tion or real interest of any inan sLi^tud bo 
put to the arbitrc^mont of ehaiioe ; that he 
should be defamed, or damnified, not f<»r a 
certain fault, bul from an tmhappy lot? 'As 
things viewed a1 a distance appear much dif- 
ferent in bigness, shape, and colour, firoin 
what they are in nature and reality; so if 
we do not look nearly and narrowly, we 
shall greatly mtsappehend tlic nature, the 
degn^es, the right characters of things and 
of pcrvsons ; Ihen be our pretence to judge 
never so fair, yet our proc(*cding is upjust; 
then if we do nnduly invade the place, it 
will be a great aggravation of our rnisde- 
inoonour : if i>f our own head and pleasure 
we will constitute oursehes judges, yet at 
least we shotild act the judge^s part, in 
patjoiilly attending to, and hoedfully sifting 
the cause: if we have not a stomach to 
Jiciir, if we will not aiford the care to mind 
what nni} be alleged in favour of the party 
concerned ; if we cannot or will not scan 
every point smd circumslancc which may 
serve to acquit him, or to excuse and ex- 
tenuate his guilt, why do we undertake to 
he his Judges ? why do wo eugieige ourselves 
into the commission of so palpable injus- 
tice; jea, of so disgraceful folly? for, Jf/e 
that anvu^rrpfh a matter before he ketareth tt, 
fV (saitli the Wise Man) a folly mid shanip 
unto him.^ This caution e\olud(‘t)i rash 
judgment, from which if men would ab- 
.stain, there would be little censuring: for 
nothing is more ordinary, than for men to 
do like those of whom St. Jude saith.^Otr* 
cv» cUMt they rail at irhnt they 

knoiv not they aenMire iktsoiis with whom 
they are U(»t throughly aequainUd, tlioy 
condeiun actions whereof they do not clearly 
ken the reasons ; thej little w* igli the causes 
and circumstances w hich urge or force men 
to do things ; tliOy stand at great distance, 
mid yet with gr(‘at assurance and peremp- 
1 or inesH detemdue how things ore, as if they 
did see tlirough them, and knew them most 
exactly. 

4. A judge should never pronounce dual 
Ai*ntcncc, but ex allegaih et probath ^ upon 
good grounds, after certain proof, and 
upon full comiction. Not any slight con- 
ji<*ture, or thin surmise; any idle report, 
or weak pretence, is sufficient to ground a 
4 oiulemnation upon; the case should be 
im'fragably clear and stu‘c before we de- 
tennine on the worst side:’*' Judge not 
(^smtli our Lord) according to the appear^ 

, • rpoTtf«p tit c-v^pwvi T«, I 
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ance^ but^udge righteous judgment.^ The 
Jews, seeing our Lord cure an infirm per- 
son upon the sabbath day, presently upon 
that semblance condemnc*d him of violating 
the Law ; not considering eitlicr the sense 
of the Law, or the nature of his |>i*rfor- 
mance; and tliis he termeth unrighteous 
judgment. Every accusation should h(» 
deemed null, until, both as to matter of 
fact, and in point of right, it be firmly 
poved true ;t it sufficetU not to presume 
It may be so ; to say, it aeemeth thus« doth 
not sound like the voice of a judge ; other- 
wise seeing there never is wanting some 
colour of accusation, evet7 action being 
liable to some suspicion, or sinister con- 
struction, no innocence could be secure, 
no person could escape condenmatidh ; the 
reputation and interest of all men living 
w/mld continually stand exposed to inevit- 
able danger. It is a rule of equity and 
humanity, built upon plain reason, that 
rather a nooeut person sliould be pemiittcd 
to escape, than an innocent should be con- 
straim>a to suffer: for the impunity of the 
one is but an inconvenience ; the suflering 
<»f the other is wrong : the punishnu nt of 
the guilty yieldcth only a remote pi*<}bablf‘ 
benefit ; the affliction of the bUmeless in- 
volveth a near certain mischief: wherefore 
it is moi*e prudent and more righteous to 
absolve a man, of whose guilt there an* 
probable arguments, than to condemn any 
man upon bare suspicions. An<l r< mtirk- 
abJe it is how God in the Law di<l prcsfTibe 
tlie manner of trial and judgment, even in 
thu highest ease, and most iw'arlj touching 
himsidf, that of idolatry • ^(saitb the Law , 
Deut. xviL 4), if he fold fhee^ and thou hasf 
heard ofif^ and inquired dtiigent/y^ and be- 
hold it be t/ue^ ana the thing certain^ that 
buch an abominofion is trrought in Jmal; 
then shalt thou bring forth that man ^ or that 
woman^ and shall stone them. See what 
great caution is prescribed, what pregnant 
evidence is required in such cases: it is 
not enough that it be reported, or come to 
our ear ; diligent inquiry must be nuidt*, 
it must be found true, it must appear eer- 
tain, before we may proceed to condemn, 
or execute ; it is indeed not fair judgment, 
but mere o^umny, to condemn a man before 
he doth, by sufficient proof, appear guilty. 

If this rule were regarded, how many 
censures would be prevented ! l-'or do not 
men catch at any sWow of a fault ? Arc 

t probnri non potest, mihi inl^etum est.— 
JSern, 

l>« ooruItU cr)rdis elinii tomne 3ti<U<*are itilquuin 
<i cum oujus non vfdcutiii uiicisiiUl bone, puc- 
ciuimi tHl ox siisidduiio rcpiohcndoro..- JM. lu 1> 
ap 1. "‘JobiisU S4. 
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tlioy not rcaily upon Ihe leafct presumption 
to condetiLii their nt*!ghbour ? Doth not xiiiy, 
cv('n the weakest and vainest testimony, 
any wandering hearsay, or \ ulgar rumour, 
serve to ground the most heavy ^entem'ea? 

5. From hence is plainly consequent, 
tlidt there are divers eausos wholly ei.- 
enipted from out judgn^^Ut, and which in 
no case we must pret(‘nd to meddle with ; 
such as arc the sw‘ret tbouglits, afFeetions, 
and purposes of men, not expressed fay 
plain wordb, nor declared by overt arts; 
for a capacity of judgiTig dotii ever suppose 
a power of cognixance ; and it being im- 
possible for us to reach the knowlcd^ of 
those things, wc cannot therefore pretend 
to judge of them. As it is the prop(»rty of 
(<od to search the hearts and try the reins, 
so it is his prerogaU\e to judge euncerning 
the secret motions in them : the which wt‘ at- 
tempting to do, no less vainly and foolishly, 
than presumptuously and profam ly do cn* 
croaoh upon. 

This point also being regarded, would 
pn\ent mnumerdblc ra.sh judgments; for 
men <‘oinmonly do no le^s dive into the 
tlioughts, and reprehend the inward dis- 
positions and designs of tin n* neighbour, 
than Uiey iic» his most ap^iafent andavfiwed 
ailnmn; it is almost as ordinary to blame 
men for the iutidbh* workings of their 
iniud, as for their most visible deportment 
in conversation. 

C. Hence also it is not commonly allow- 
able to judiiv eoiKeruing the state, either 
jiresenl or final, of our neighbour in regard 
to God;* so ns to take him for a nicked 
man, or to l<*iiounec reprobation upon liitn ; 
for the state of men is not so mueh dtier- 
iniued by single actions, as by a body of 
iractice, or by a long course and tenor of 
ife, compounded anil complicated of ac- 
tions in number and kind nucimeeivably 
various : it depeudeth not only ujion exter- 
nal visible Induviour, but upon the priictlee 
of close Ti tireinonts, and occult motions of 
soul; upon the results of natural temjKr, 
upon the infiuenco of fortuitous circum- 
btauces; u|kki many things iudisocmible, 
inscTutable, and uuaccoonlable to us ; the 
which (lod alone can m*rcei\e aud estimate 
throughly: God seM (as he did him- 
w‘lf tell hamuid) as man mih ; for mm 
eth on Ihr onboard appf^araUve^ butiM btok-, 
cth on the heart : he mtrvheth our h’uris^ 
and vuderstandefh our thoughts afar off: 
herompasseth our jmth^ am in netpmnted 
with all our ways: he m^heth our spiiih; 
he kiiowdth oar frame i he mu^erelh oar 
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steps he scanneth our designs, and pois* 
eth aU our circumstamics evaetlv; he doth 
penetrate and consider many things tran- 
scending our reach, upon which the true 
worth of persons and real miTit of actions 
do de;M‘od : ho Ibcreforo only can well judge 
of meif s slate. As a specious outside doth 
often cover inward hollowness and foul- 
ness, so undiT an uninromising api>earanco 
much solidity and simx^rity of goodni'ss may 
lodge ; a dirty ground doth often contahi 
good seeds within it: our judgment there- 
fore in such coses is likely, at least in de- 
gree, to bo faliacirms and unjust ; and there- 
fore it is fit to supersede it, according to 
the advice and disc/mrsc of Si. Paul: lie 
that judgeth we is ike Lord; thei'efore judge 
nothing fufore the thne, until the Lord 
cotnet who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness^ and make manifest the 
coimsels of the heart: and then shall every 
man have jiraise (that is, a right estimate 
of his peffiiim and d(H*(b*) from Godl* 

If this were duly cousidorcMl, many hard 
thoughts ivml many h*irsh words would lie 
spared ; men would not be so apt h> damn 
those whom they have no skill to try. 

7. Further; a judge should not under- 
take to |vroceed against any man^ without 
warning and citing him to appear, or w*ith- 
out affording him competent lil^crty and 
opportunity to defend and justify himself. 
Judgment should not be administered clan- 
eularly, iu dark comm, but in open court ; 
not suspiciously, in a muttering or w his- 
pering way ; but frankly , w ith a clear and 
audible \ oice ; not upon hur)>ri' e, but w ith 
allowance of leisure and advice, that the 
jiarty may be able to ajiprohtnd his ca.se 
and man;igt< his plea for lus best defence : 
fur it may justly lie preaumt'd, that as he 
is m 1 st concerned, so ho is bt st acquaintc^d 
with hih ow u proceedings, and may allege 
roneoiw fi»r them, which no man can so 
well perceive as htmstdf; it is therefore fit 
that he should he heard before he is eon- 
demned, that he may not sufler Wrong ; at 
least that he may be convim^^d that he doth 
not, and that (»ur proceeding may be eJeared 
from mispri-nlou ; tliat also the world may 
be batisdiMl of jiiNtiot^ being done; and that 
likowisi* fubc accusers may be liable to due 
xhame and chastisi>ment« The manner of 
proct»eding used by the Homans, and re- 
l>orted by Festus St. Paula case, was 
full of reason and equity : M is not (said 
that governor) the minmr of the Uaumns to 
deliver any man to </iV, kfore that whu*h 

• WLvxi^ C, I Nam x\i 7 , Isa 3, 
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is accused^ hfwr the accusers face to face^ 
find ham liccTiee to answer fur himself con- 
cerning the crime laid against him,^ Other, 
'wi^e intleed any innocence may easily be 
oppressed irrecoverably, without smy dc* 
1 hic(*,‘ m)d consequently without any liieans 
of* evasion or redress.* We should never 
yi(dci both ears to tiio accuser, but reserve 
one for the accused.f The end of justice, 
we may consider, is not to condemn, nor 
to work nu^chief to anyone, but rather, 
so far as may be, to acquit and prevent evil 
to all ; at least it aimeth to clear the truth, 
and state the case indifferently ; wherefore 
it is just, that all advantage that well can 
be, should be afforded to the obnoxious 
jiarty for his justification and deliverance; 
at least that he be not denied equal ad- 
vantage with his prosecutors} huiiuinit) 
would idlow him some favour; the most 
rigorous justice cannot refuse him leav e to 
contest his cause upon equal terms; where- 
fore it is tit that he should be acquainted 
witli iiis case, that competent time and 
means should be afforded him to prepare for 
his defence, that his pica should receive, 
if not a favourable, yet a free audience: 
the contrary practice is indeed rather back- 
biting, whisperintf, supplanting, or syco- 
pliontry, lhati fair and lawful jmlging. 

The observation of this rule would also 
<‘ut off many censures ; for seblom it is 
that our censurers do charge men to their 
faces, but rather take all possible care, tliat 
what they say may never come to the ears 
of those vtlioni they accuse; they fear 
nothing more than being confronted and 
detected ; thi^y decline the shame and tlie 
rcqidtal due to their sycophantic pr‘u*tice ; 
which is a manifest argument of their foul 
dealing ; andtheym^ le>siii reality do thence 
condemn themselves tliaii they would seem 
to c^ondemn others. 

S. Moreover, a judge is obliged to con- 
form all his determinations to the settled 
rules of judgment, so as never to condemn 
any man for acting that which is enjoined, 
or apjiroved, or penuittod by them ; ho 
must not pronounce according to his pri- 
vate fancy, or particular affection, but 
ac ‘(»rdmg to the standing laws ; w'hich as 
they ai‘e the only certain rules of moral 
ac ion, the only grounds of obligation, the 
only standards of guilt and innocence ; so 

* Xgtt UtauMe }‘ixei<^cvr»f ra Kanry^wuu^u 0»Tt 
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in reason they should be the sole measun^s 
of judging: he that proceedeth otherwise 
is an arbitrary and a slippery judge ; he 
encroacheth upon the right and liberty of 
those with whom he inedtlleth,proiiouneiiig 
them guilty vihom (Sod and reason do pro- 
claim blameless. Tliis is that which St. 
Paul doth rojirove in the 14th to the Ro- 
mans, and otherwhere.^ The case was thit* • 
some were of opinion, that abstaining from 
some kinds of meat, and observing some 
festival limes, were matters of duty re- 
quired bv Goil ; others thought it free to 
eat any tiling, and to use anjy times alike : 
these, acciirding to siu^h their private opi- 
nions, did ceusure the practices of each 
uthcT : one party condemned the other as 
transgressing duty, the other I’outemned 
them as weak in judgment: but tlie apostle 
reproveth both as irregular in their beha- 
viour, in taxing one another for matters 
which on both hands were indifferent ; the 
divine Law having clearly neither enjoined 
those observances, nor prohibited tlK*m; 
so that each man had a liberty to do, or 
to abstain, as he thought good, or most 
agreeable to his duty, and comluciblo to 
his salvation. So is it culpable in us to 
blame any man for doing that which is not 
repugnant to God’s express command, or 
to the plain dictates of reason. 

The observing this condition would 
smother many censures; for do we not 
commonly reprehend our neighbours for 
practices wholly blameless, perhaps cora- 
monduble : Do w e not sometiim'S grievous* 
ly reproa(‘h them for not complying with 
our desires, fur not serving our interests, 
for not jumping with our humours, for 
not dancing after our pipe ; for dissenting 
from us in any conc(‘it, althoutrh dubious 
or false ; for discusting from our practice, 
although bad or inconvenient ? Say we not 
ordinarily, he is morose, peevish, singular, 
rude, because he would not run with ns 
into the same excess of riot; he is weak, 
nice, superstitious, because he constantly 
and stricllv adhereth to his duty; he is 
negligent, loose, profane, because he useth 
his lilierty in some matters indifferent ? 
Bar such matters of obloquy, into how 
narrow a compass would it be restrained! 

9. Hence mrther it is to be supj>oved, 
that a judge should lie a person of good 
knowledge and ability; well yctsimI and 
skilful in the laws concerning matters un* 
der debate ; endued with good mezisure of 
reason, enalding him as to sift and canvass 
mailers of fact, so to compare them accu- 
rately with the rules of right : for nothing 
0 Uom. I t.'ort viu S. Col, li. 10, 
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is more absurd than an ignorant and uii- 
sinlful judge.* Men, tiiereforc, cd* weak 
capauit), of mean education, of 6mall ex- 
perience, are qualified to judge in few ease« 
moat things being placed above their reach ; 
such never should presume to censure ac- 
lions, the wortii or moral quality whereof 
ilepend upon the stating and rebolutif)n of 
abstruse, intricate, or subtle questions. It 
is not, therefore, for meehanu‘8 or rustics 
to judge about diJfficultieb of science, about 
controversies in religion, about mysteries 
of }»olicy, or reasons of state ; or to cen- 
sure those who deal in them; in so doing, 
they hugely trespass beyond their calling 
and sphere ; tliey do strangely inisbeoonie 
the bench, and will very untowardl^ 
behave f hemselves there^m ; the decision of 
such matters is to be reserved to those, uho 
by study and experience have attained pe- 
culiar mculties to do it respectively. 

Observing this point, would draw many 
down from their usurped seats of judica- 
ture, and stop numberless vain sentoiiees; 
w e ahould ha\ e very few judges left, if all 
men would be so modest and so wise as not | 
to meddle beyond theb* skill and ability . | 

10. Again : it is proper for a judge not j 
to make himself an accuser ; net to seek for 
iiiisdeiiK'anours ; not t(t draw more causes 
under his cognizance than are in cour.'^e 
prt 'spnt<*d before him ; he should rather 
judge as out of coustrmnt, than of choice; 

I ather a> sorry to find a necessity, than glad 
to snatch an o(*easi(ui of eoiuleiiining ot- 
fi nders-i Miould w e rather decline tjian 
seek the ollice of eensuring our bretlu’en, 
latlu'!' conniving at and concealing their 
faults, than being forward to expose tlieiu; 
absolute reason only should induee, or ui- 
<iispensable neecssily force us thereto. 

This also greatly would diminish the 
trade of censuring; for if we shouhl never 
censure without great reason t>r necessity , 
how seldom should we do u! Do we nut 
\ atlicr affei't to do it causelessly and »t‘ed- 
K ssly ^ Do we not eagerly ‘'Oareh after and 
greedily embrace all iK^eosion^ to do it ? Is 
it not a pleasant entertainment to u«, to l>e 
carping and cavilling at any body we meet, 
at any thing we see done ? Further, 

11. life lliat pretendetli to judge others 
“hould himself be innocent ; under no in- 
dictment, and not liable to condemnation.^ 

Is it not very iinprojicr for a criminal, fur 
one w ho is not only in truth and in his owu 

* T Mft*u «> ««« rajTUf trriw 
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conscience guilty , but who standeth actu- 
ally convicted of bciuous ofVenccs, to ait 
upon the bench, determining about the 
detnis and the states of others? It is the 
case of us all; we are all notoriously guilty 
<^ibeiiiou8 crimes before God ; we all do 
lie under the sentence of bis law we do 
all stand in need of pardon from our Judge, 
his mercy is our only hope and refuge; and 
shall we then pretend to be judges, or bo 
passing scutcnce on our bretliren ? If only 
those who are free and gfmltless siiould 
judge, wht> could undertake it? There 
would surely hi* no more than there ap- 
peared llieu, when in the can of the woman 
taken in adultery, our Lord propounded 
the like condition: ’o 
that is mthout sin amoa^ you^ let hm mst 
the first Uone at her:'* upon which pro- 
position the sequel was, Aud they vhuh 
m*ard it^ being eonowted by their ofrn co 7 t^ 
seienre^ went out one by o/ic, be^ininnt:^ at 
thfi eldest^ even to the last; and Jesus was 
left ahme^ and the woman standing in the 
mtdsf, so, infallibly, sitould no man be al- 
lowed to juilgc who were not himself void 
f like guilt, would e>ery man escape cen- 
sure. 

12. Lastly: it is the property of a good 
judge to proceed with great u»odei*ation, 
equity, ejudour, and tuiidness; as a gene- 
ral trknd, a friend to justice, totliepub- 
hc, to mankind, to the party impeached. 
As a friend to justice, he should be care- 
ful tJnU the d(*fendant receive no wrong in 
him, trcihl or interest; as a lover of the 
public, he should wi^h that no ofhiuis or 
scandals be found ; out of humanity, ho 
shoukl desire that no iu.m may incur the 
blcinish of guilt, or pain of suftoring; he 
shouhl tender the partv’s ease as coinpas- 
siunabie, and desire that he may be deli- 
veivd fi om the e\i I threatening him : this 
should render him willing to acquit and 
fi*i e the party, apt to appi chend and in- 
terpret all things favourably, ready to 
excuse and inollity the busimss what ho 
can ; tar from picking faults out of obscure 
surmises or slender pretiMK*e*», from aggra- 
vating the miscarriages that are dete<*led, 
from stretching the blame further than it 
will reach of it**elf, or making the case worpc 
than it needs must be, from pronoutiichig 
a harsh or heavy sentence theretm, Ht 
should always be of counsel to the df fen- 
dant, pleading his cause so far as truth 
and equity will permit; putting himself iu 
his case, and thence now i*)e dealing w ith 
him more rigorously Ihar* be, necording to 
impartial judgment, should in the like ca'^c 

' r4al. cxllii s * John \m 7, 9. 
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<lepra it equal that himaelf should bo dealt 
-with: in fine, however, the matter in the 
result uia^ a])(>eiir to stand, he should avoid 
rigour and extremity, ho ^ould exerdsc 
clemency and mercy. 

If tills course were observod. Innumer- 
able causes, wiiich now axe severely judged, 
would never bo mentioned, or come under 
trial, but W4)uld presently be cast out; 
nian^r would soon, after s^ll discussion, 
\m voided; few would pass that extremity 
of censure, which now, by llie cruel aspe- 
rity of men, they are forced to under^; 
for do W€ not accuse men for things 
arc no faults ? Do we not exaggerate the 
guilt of pettjr faults? Do we not insult 
over gi’eat nuscarriages with loo unmerci- 
ful se\erity, as if tlicy were incorrigible 
and uniiardoiiablu? 

Seting, then, few of us, according to 
tho^e rciusonable qualifications and condi- 
tion^, are capable of being judges ; secii^, 
if those equal rul<‘8 were uh&erved, most 
censures would be discarded ; seeing how 
hard it is for an> mnn, either warrantaoly to 
imdertake, or uprightly to discharge this 
offic'C ; gt eat reason then* is for this precept, 
most fit it is that we should be forbidden 
to judge. 

So much for the part exjdioative and 
directive ; now for the persuasHe: and for 
inducing us to eschew this practice, let us 
briefly declare the pravity and vanity of 
it ; the performing whwh will, I supfwise, 
be sufficient to dissuade and delor us from 
it# Ho pleased only first to note, tlud some 
considerations which wi' shall propound 
will be ap^dicable to some kind of Iwid cen- 
wiro, some to another, according to the 
several defects and incapacities wc have to 
judge lawfully, upon the grounds already 
touched. 

1 . Cenauring is an impious practice in 
regard to God. 

By taking upon ourselvcb to judge un- 
duly, without authority, or bt'vond it, we 
do invade God’s office, setting up our- 
y»J\es as judges in his room ; we usurp his 
light, exorcising jurisdictirm over his sub- 
j<(‘ts, without order and licenet from him: 
it is St. Paul's argument, Who art thou 
thut judf^eBt another's garwmtt* that is, 
how inloJerablv bold and arrogant, how 
^acrilcgu>usly injurious and profane art 
IImhi, to climb up into God’s tribunal, and 
thciicc to pronounce doom upon his sub- 
jcclM? 

By rash judgment in matters not sultjcct 
to our cogni/ance (as when we pronounce 
coneenung tlu m < ret thoughts i«ud inton- 

* iUiu. :iiv. i. 


I tions of men), we prriiidly and perverst*!^ 
do aiTfigaio to ourselves the ineommuni* 
calile perfections of God, who alone can 
know such thinm, and determine rightly 
in such cases ; who therefore hath reserved 
them to himself, commanding us to judge 
nothing before the tune^ until the JLoid 
ccwwe." 

By passing sentence about the state of 
our "neighbour, wo do anticipate God s 
judgment, and by pre-judging strive to 
frustrate it. We take upon us to fuvge Inis 
floor ^ to sever the chaff from tlie corn, and 
the tares from the wheat, to diseriminato 
the goats from the sheep;'* which to per- 
form will he the work of God’s infinite 
w'isdom and justice at the great day. 

By censuring our brethren causeiossly , for 
not complying with our ronmts, humours, 
or practices, we lay hold upon and appro- 
priah* to ourselves God’s legislative power ; 
we subject his law to our fancy and plea- 
sure; wc, in effect, condemn his law of 
error and imperfection; we do at least 
make ourselves sharers with him in the 
enacting laws, mid dispensing justice. He 
(«aith St. Jonics) that epeuneth t^ainM his 
hrothef\ audjudgeth hit, brother^ speaketh 
against the lam^ and judgeth the lent);'’ that 
is, he opprobriously dotli imply the law to 
be defective, until he dotli completo <«* 
correct it ; making it a guilt not to satisfy 
his will OP cimccit, beside the plain intent 
of the law : the <lispensation of justiw is 
not sufficient, unless he partake therein, 

I taxing whom and why lie jdeoseth; (joil 
without him is not a |>crfoct lawgiver or 
judge. 

■We are also very ingrateful in iml being 
favourable towards onr brethren in judg- 
ment; when as God is in bis judgmeui ho 
lK*nign, patient, andnariiful t(»wai'd us, 

I v^ho is not ertrenw to math wfuU uh* do 
amt AS ; is not forward to .seek or fiiul faults, 
but rather waiteth io be gruetous^ hideth 
his ftwe from odr siits^ and jmseth hj our 
transgressioa^t ; doth not uggnuate our <if- 
fences, but latlier diMh excuse llieui, re- 
7nernb^ng that tve are flesh; is not glad of 
occ^asion to punish, but delightcth in mtrt y, 
and doth not afflict uAUinghj^ or grieve the 
the children, of mm;'^ is nut focv(*re, hut 
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jmnhhcih ns less than oitr iniquities deserve^ 
and inhisimith rewcmhereth m6Jyy»* And 
are wc not impious if we do so ill requite 
liiin, and so little resemble Idra, in being 
rigorous luid harsh toward our brethren, 
when they ofTond, or seem to do so r 

In fine, censuring is impious, as involv- 
ing the vifdation of those great commaud- 
nients, of exercising, in all onr demeanour 
aTid dealing, humility, meekness, pity, and 
morey, toward our brethren ; of pursuing 
and promoting pea«!e among them. 

2. Censuring, in respect to our neigh- 
lK)ur, is an unjust practice. It is unjust to 
meddle in affairs with which we have no- 
tliingto do; to draw those persons under 
our jurisdiciion who are not subject to it, 
but arc liable to render their account at 
anolher bar ; to punish tlmse in their re- 
putatiim or interest, over whom we have no 
just authority, who haoe their own master^ 
to tohom they must stand or falU 

It is most luijust to jtidgc‘ any man with- 
out competent means of knowing, or skill 
to determino his case; to candemn him 
w ithoiii diligent tidal, w ithout certain prottf, 
without full conviction of his fault ; ttipu- 
iiisli him without just cause, or beyond due 
moa'ture, 

it ib very unjust to usurp an luteresi in 
the gooiU which are to our neighbour most 
projKT and dear, his ere<Ut luid ooncem- 
uieiiis depend thereon, disposing of them 
as we please, to his disadvantage and pre- 
judice. 

It is also vtryuiyiist, when as wo do 
need the candid judgment, the furlioarauce 
ami pardon of others, for many things faulty 
and ofieiisive that wo commit, to refuse die 
like to otherb.* 

3- (!!enburing is alho a very uncharitable 
]>rftclico, and so, contrary to the principal 
duty of our ndigion : It is so eminently hi 
all cases wherein it is unjust 5 for oliavity 
doth virtually contain jubtiee, mid tran- 
hccndotb it ; it is so peculiarly wdienevor it 
ib harsh or rigorous, when it is aftVeted, 
when it is needless or unprofitable; for 
eliurity dis|>osoth us to b<‘ gentle, meek, 
j>aih‘nt, and merciful in all our dealings; 
it engages us to luvlo and sruotlier, to di- 
niinish and excuse, to pass by and pardon 
offences i Charity seeheth m* cpi7, it covereth 
all things^ it hearetk all tking^s;'^ it ten- 
dt roth our neighbour’s good and advantage 
of all kinds (his credit, Ins interest, his 
conveuienec, and jdcusure;) it therefore 
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will inflict no more ovil than reasoa and 
nocessity shall indispensably reqiure^f 

A censurer is indeed ui\|ust and uncha- 
ritablo, not only toward those whom he 
censurcth, but a)^ toward those into whom 
thereby he doth infuse ill otuniun, and ill 
will toward their neighbour ; he is guilty 
of their hxjustk^e and unchariiablenebs, a 
mibchiof more irreparable .tlian his own. 

4, Ceiisuriug is a very foolish and vain 
practice in manifold respects ; as arguing 
great iterance and inconsideratcncss, as 
producing grievous inconveniences and 
misehiefe, especially to the practiser of it.:|: 

It sign^i'th tlrnt we d^> not well under- 
stand nr not well consider the natural im- 
p(itcm 7 and frailty of nmnkiud ; how liable 
others are to mistake and slip, and how- 
prone we ourselves arc thereto; how, as 
St. James saith, in many things we offend 
all;* did we 6 bsene, or would weigh this, 
wo should not bo so forw^ard to censure, or 
so vehement and bitter in it ; wc bliould sec 
failing and tripping in many things to be a 
common ease, rathiu* demanding commise- 
ration than ce!ibui‘c. 

It hnplieih also, iliat wc little consider 
how our escaping any faults, which our 
neighbour slippeth into, is nowise impti- 
tablo to any worth or virtue in us, &o much 
as the good providence and merciful grace 
of God, guarding or rescuing us from 
them : if wc cUd apprehend and feficct on 
I tliis, it would appear our duty rather to 
bless (ilod for <»ur being protected from 
miscarriages, than ccnsorkiusly to insult 
over those who seem to fail into them. It 
sigxiifieth we have nt> sight or sense of our 
own defects; for did we clearly see, did 
w e humbly resent them, that wotdd ^inp 
imr hoar and earne'»tnt>bb to censure, li 
declares a fond self-c<inoeit, that we doiuu 
ourselves superim* to our neighbour in wis- 
dom, and less obnoxious to blame, aivl 
theretwe (it to be hi.s judgcb; whercob, ac- 
cordiug to a .sober esteem of oinselvos, wo 
bhould appi^ar more fit to stand at the bar 
than to bit upon the bcncli ; and bhould 
thcncc more dread the one tliun afi'ect tlio 
other. 

It showeth likewise, that we do not right- 
ly conceive the nature, or W'crlhily esteeui 
the con.vqwenccs of this practice : we know 
not, or regard not, the value of onr neigh- 
bour's reputation, wdiich by censure we do 
mean to ruin or impair: we perhaps by m> 
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tiK*an’< would rob him of his subbtance, or 
of his life ; yet wo KTuple not by ^ievous 
een'^ure to bcTeave him of his good name; 
which he, the best prizer of his own goods, 
inav esteem beyond his estate or his life it* 
: we ihiiik it nothing, or a slight master 
to carp at him ; but he foeleth it very pain- 
ful, and deeply resentetl) it. 

It arguetn in us an untamed fierceness 
of mind and discoinpOHedncss of pajvsioti, 
which can never consist or cohabit with 
wisdom; for a well-ordered, oahn, and free 
mind, will be slow in oonceivii»g offence 
or dislike, moderate in estimating things, 
rc^cTved in expressing its sentiments, n<»t 
easily transported into e'ctreinity or excess; 
it conse(]U(>ntly hai dly will suffer a iiimi to 
break forth into rash or harsh ceiibiire.* 
8o many signs and arguments of incogi- 
fancy and blimhjess this practice dofli in- 
\olvc. 

0. Flirt hmnore, this practice will pro- 
diu'C mail} great inconveniences and mis- 
chiefs to ns. 

1 . We do therein piovoke, and in a sort 
authorize others to requite us in the same 
kind:* for not lung more doth excite the 
indignation, iloth inflame the anger, doth 
engender the hatred of men toward us, 
than being pragmatical in finding fault, and 
hasty to censure their doings wiuselessly or 
iinmodeiately; nothing seeming to them a 
more certciin argument that we bear them 
ill-will, or do contemn them ; and if we so 
vex them, tlwy willin re(piital be as ready, 
by finding or making faults in us, to vex 
and trouble ils ; it eiigageth their care, and 
quickeneth their industry, and whettefh 
their invention to observe or devise matter 
of recriminati4>n. Men think it not only 
lawful, but even needful for them, in their 
own deieiicc, to disparage the censurer, 
that his judgment may have the less weight 
to their prejudice: so that it will intallibly 
come upon ns, as our Lord war neth, using 
it as an argument to dissuade us from this 
practice, that, mthwhatjwJt^mi^t wejud^e^ 
we shall he judged; and with what ttieaiiur 
we mete^ it shall be mea^Ufed to us ngam,^ 
Men take it for allowable to retaliate in this 
way to the height, and stoutly to load the 
itnaorious man with censure. 

2. We do by this practice not only ex- 
jM)se ourselves to censure, but implhutly, 
and ai‘cordmg to ready consequence, do 
piiss it upon ourselves, seeing we seldom 

• — at tiln contra 

Rvojut, Inqulrant vitm ut tua ruisiuiet tUi. 
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in kind or equivalently, are ourselves clear 
of that which we charge upon others;* 
with our own weajion of sharp censure, 
we through another’s side do imprudently 
wound ourselves ; and often, as David did 
in his parley with Natlian,** a(\jndge our- 
selves to capital punishment; so that to 
any censorious person it may be said, in 
St. Paul’s words. Wherein thou jwlgesi 
another^ thou condemuest thyself; for thou 
that judged doest the same things.^ 

;h We do, by censuring others aggra- 
vate our own faults, an<l deprive them of 
excuse, and render ourselves niicapable of 
mercy and pardon: for of all men, he that 
is forward and prone to ('ensure, who is 
rigorous and severe in judging others, de- 
*erveth no favour, nor can reasonably pre- 
tc'Tid thcreio.f InexvasaUc (saith St. Paul) 
(vtthou^ O maHy whosoever thou art ^ that 
judgcht , for, thinkest thou this^ O man^ that 
Judged them whhh do such things^ and doest 
the same^ that thou shall escape the judgment 
of Crod J aud, erifutliTt «aT /cXXnXAn-. 
I)o not (saith St. James) moanfuVy rom^ 
plain 07te against anothd ^ lest you be coiu 
dewHid , and, He shall hare judgment 
without nv rcy^ that hath shouvd no meretj^^ 

[ in hisjudgineiil, saith the same Apu tle.^} 
Whuh passages imply, that to he unmer- 
cifuJ in tliis kind, will expose us to the 
M'vcriry of jutlgment in regard to our of- 
fenees; or, that if we deal harshly with 
our brethren now, God will then proceed 
tlm more severely toward us, when our 
great cause doth come under trial. 

4. ludec'd, censuring others is an argu- 
ment that wc do little mind our own case, 
or consnler to what a dreadful judgment 
I we do stiuid obnoxious: did we tlunk of 
tlul, we should sec cause rather to employ 
our leisure and care in stating our own aci> 
counts, than in exammiiig those of others; 
more advisable it would appear to mhni 
our own case, than to busy ourselves in 
ciuivassing and determining the state of our 
neighbour, finding what great need our 
ac'tions will have in that day of favourable 

t Ortz^Strlt otJXirfm i£l•ne<Arv u nite itzS* cawm 
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tsonstruction and merciful allowance, we 
should become candid and mild in reflect- 
ing upon the actions of others; we should 
not be forward to carp at anything, we 
should scarce have the heart to condemn 
any man; this St. Paul seemeth to imply, 
when he thus arguetli : fVAt/ dost thou. jm!ge 
thy broih4*r^ or why dost thou set at noi^hi 
thy brother f We shall all stand at the judg- 
mewl*seat of Christ:^ that is, why do any 
of US judge others, seeing we must all be 
judged Ourselves ? It is not seemly, it is 
not expedient, for those who soon must be 
arraigned, and put to answer for them- 
helves, to be busy in questioning and prt»- 
judging others ; but rathcT to spend their 
care and pains in preparing for their own 
account.* 

d. Nothing indeed more causeth u% to 
niglect our own case, nothing more cn- 
gageth us to leave our own faults unob- 
#»‘!’ved and uncorrected, than tlii*-* hummir.f 
It is easy to observe, that as they wlio aic 
most sparing and gentle in censure are 
\iMial1v moat exempt from blame (for that 
carefully reflecting upon tiu'ir own infir- 
mities and defects, spending their heat and 
ai'tiv’tj of spirit upon amending their owm 
errors and faults, the\ have less time, le-^^ 
eon(*eriiin( nt, less mind, to search ont and 
scan the imperfei tions and misdemeanours 
of others • they do find less reason also, 
aJid therefor * have less will to he fieree oi 
severe foxvard them), so (be most censo- 
rious are usually the m»)st atii)>id in dis- 
cerning, and most careless in retrenching, 
their own fanlts.J And needs it must be 
so ; for the actn ns of other men tltwour 
1h<*ir leisure, lake up the intention of their 
spirits, employ the keenness of their pas- 
sions upon them, so tliat they cannot and 
will not attend to themselves; they are so 
much abroad, they aitv so very busy other- 
where, that they little know or care what 
is done at home ; while they are spying and 
pulling out motes from thkr brother's eye, 
they eonsider not the tteam that is in their 
onm eye^ although never so gross and ob- 
vious. § 

* r« vtuitum uai tuitv* ifwmv — 
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6. Hence, I say, it is, that commonly the 
best men are the most candid and gentle, 
and they are most apt to blame others who 
deserve worse themselves ; ^at the sharp- 
est toi^gues and foulest lives do usually go 
together ; that they who are the strictest 
judges of their own, are the fairest inter- 
preters of other men’s actions ; and they 
who win least pardon others, do most ex- 
cuse tbe^tdves ; that they who are strange- 
ly acute in descrying other men’s faults are 
stark blind in discerning their own. Our 
Saviour, therefore, chorgeth such persons 
with hyjKwrisy ; T?tou hypocrite; first cast 
the beam out of thine own eye ; implying, 
that thoj do but falsely pretend a respect 
for goodness and ^eal against sin, seeing 
in their own practice they indulge it ; that 
it is indeed rather ^de, peevishness, idle- 
ness, spleen, or selfish design, tliat actu- 
ateth them. 

7. In fine, the censorious humour, as it 
aigueth ill -nature to be predominant (a 
vulturous nature, which easily siiielleth 
out, and hastily flieth tow ard, and greedily 
feedeth on carrion), as it signifieth bad con- 
science; for he lhat knoweth evil of him- 
self is most prone to suspect, and most 
quick to pronounce ill coucemin^ others, 
so It breedeth and fovtcreth such ill dispo- 
sitions ; it debauebeth the minds of men, 

! rendering them dim and dollish in appre- 
hending their own laidts, negligent and 
I heedless in regard to th(*ir own hearts and 
! ways ; a])t to please and comfort themselves 
in the evils, real or imaginary, of their 
neighbours ; which to do is a very barba- 
rous and brutish practice. 

These eonsideTatitms may, I hope, suf- 
fice to persmide the observance of this pro. 
copt, by, the help of (lOd’s grace, to which 
1 commend }(ni, and conclude. 

Now tlte (Jod of peace make you perfect 
in every good work to do his wdl^ u\>rking 
in mu that which is tt(dl -phasing in fus 
sigAf, through Jesus Christ*, to whom ha 
glory for ever and ever, Atnen. 


SERMON XXL 

OF QUIETNESS, AND DOING OUE OWN 
BUSINESS. 

1 Tuess. iv. 1 1.— Awd that ye study to ha 
yuiet^ and to do your own business**^ 

As frequently between neighbouring ataU's 
there do rise dissenaions and contests about 
the just limits of their teiTitories ; so doth 
it friHjuently hapiion hetwe»»n virtue and 
vice, riglit and wrong, dutj and misC4i'- 
• ChrvB in2Cpr. Or IS. 
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flRgct ID pra^ice ; for 

4«gtee&^ md even tko middle regions, of 
these things are very dietmrt^ yet the bor- 
ders of them do Im very close together, 
and are in a manner oontigtionsi a certain 
ridge of separation miming between them, 
whi^ oommohly, being veiy narrow, thin, 
fxiA obscure, it is not easy to disoem. So 
it particularly tUleth out in the matter 
beiWe us, wherein our text is concerned. 
Duty and offence do nearly coniine, and 
almost indisoeruibly differ one firom Ihe 
other s for there are about this case pre- 
cepts which seem to contradict ; there are 
duties appearing to thwart one another. 

St. Paol here biddeth us to be studious 
or ambitious of quiet ; otherwhere he en- 
joinetli us to be earnestly ^ve (to be 
fin fiKfng**, not stlcH^ul in husin^sB :) ^ 
here he would have us to mind our owii 
avoirs; otherwhere ho presoribeth, that 
we should not hah every fnan to his own 
things^ but every man aUo to the thinge of 
etkerhn^ 

According to the general drift of scrip- 
ture. and the tenor of our religion, we are 
in charity obliged to concern ourselves 
heaxtily for the good of our ueighbour, and 
to strive earnestly in promoting it: we are 
enjoined so far to interpose and meddle in 
the affairs of others, as to watch over them 
for their good $ to instruct and advice them, 
to a^onish and excite them, to check and 
Throve them upon occasion ; to offer and 
ririd them succour, to compose differences 
TOtween them; to promote their edifica- 
tion and peace: Let u$ (^aith the Apostle 
to the Hebrews) eoneider one mother^ to 
provoke wUo love and-to good works. Let 
n$ (saith St, Paul to the Romans) foUow 
efter ike things which make for mace^ mid 
tmnge wherewith one vmy edify another; 
and. Exhort yourselves together^ and edify 
memothm‘;^uxLrn them that are unruly, 
oon^brt thefeeblemdnded, support the weedt,^ 
saith he to the Thessalonians in this Epistle. 

To be zealous and earnest in the main- 
tenanoe mid propagation of truth, of rir- 
tuo, of piety, is a duty incumbent on us, ; 
which implielh care activity concern- { 
tng others ; that we offer to instruct them ; 
that we enter into contest with them ; that 
we examine theij: words and actions ; that 
we presume to tax and oppose tbem.^ 

In fine ; our religion doth seem, by the 
liands of mutual rdation, and obligations 
of charity, so to unite us togetlier, so to 
endear us to one another and to alt men, 

« SXAliAm* 
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that all things belonging to our breihri’ii 
do nearly touch us, and should answerably 
affect us ; so that by intermoddUng with 
any thing relating to their u cl fare, we can 
hardly be said to meddle witii what doth 
not concern us. 

The condition of things also may seem 
to require, that we so intermeddle ; fur tlie 
duties aud affairs of men are so entangled 
or interwoven, that we can hardly prose- 
cute any conceruments of our own, with- 
out being engaged in the matters of others : 
In discharging all offices of society, in pur- 
suance of any traffic or commerce, in all 
intercourse and conversation, while we 
transact our own business, wc cannot av 9 id 
tbe furthering or obstructing tlic business 
of others, who are engaged in the same or 
contrary designs. Society doth subsist bj 
conibiiutions of care and iiain, regarding 
common interests, so tliat it seemetb im- 
possible so to mind our own business, ab 
not to meddle with the business of others. 

Yet notwithstanding, St, Paul enjouieth 
us so to affect quiet, as simply to miml our 
own business, or not to be ineddh^&onic in 
the concernments of others ; for that doing 
our oum business is meant exclusively to 
meddling with the affairs of others, is plain 
enough by the impurtajice of rtt which 
is emphatical, and signiiieth only our own, 
or our proper businestt ; and because it is 
joined with being ipnet, which respooteth 
others, and inipurteth not stirring beyond 
our own bounds; to he so njeddk^^ouic, 
being also a practice expressly condemned 
by 8t. Peter, in that prohibition, But let 
none of you suffer as a murdner, or as a 
thief or as a uudefactor, or as a bmyhody 
in other men's matiffs:^ where pragmati- 
calness is, w'c sec, not only forbidden, but 
is coupled with the most heuious offences. 

How then shall wo recomnlc these things ? 
How shall we in the case sever between tiie 
bounds of duty aud blame? It is indeed 
somewhat difficult to do it prcci.sely, and 
with distinctions which shall reach all cases. 
But somewhat I shall endeavour toward it, 
by propounding some rules and directions, 
which should commonly be observed in our 
dealing aaid intercoui*se with others : but 
ffrsi let us a little reflect upon the teiins in 
which the precept is Couched. 

Study to be quiet Study; the word is 
wluch signiiieth to be ambitious, 
that is, to affect quiet with the like vehe- 
mency of desire and care, as men arc wont 
to pursue reputation, dignity, and jMiwer, 
the olijects of smbition ; tlie expression oon- 
trincth a reiuai kable emphasis, or a grave 

1 1 Cut. ». i.>. 
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aoumen; for whereas ambition e^mom^y 
doth prompt men to be restiesslybitqr, and 
engaffetii tnm in the oonoernments proper 
to others, St. Paul biddeth them to be am- 
bitious the contrary way, in affecting quiet, 
and abstinence tirom other affairs beside 
their own. 

To be mud : This doth ognify, not a 
physical, but a moral rest; not a total 
m^esranoe of action; not a fastidious or 
drowi^ listiessness to do anything; not a 
senseless indifferenGy concerning the mat- 
ters of others; not an aibsolute aeque^ing 
ourselves from common afbir$ ; this is not 
quiet or tranquillity, the ei here, 

but a naughty sloth, stu]^dity, Or savage- 
nesii: the quiet here meant is opposed to 
disorderly motion, to turbulence, to cem- 
tention, to pragnmtical curiosity, to all such 
exorbitant behaviour, whereby the right of 
others is infringed, tiieir peace distimied, 
\heir just interest or wdflwe anywise pre- 
judiced. This qmet is a Calm, steady, re- 
gular uay of proceeding, within the bounds 
and measures prescribed by reason, justice 
ami charity, modesty and sobriety : such 
a motion as the heavenly bodies no keep, 
which so move that they seem ever to stand 
KtUl, and never disturb one another: in 
fine, what a quiet is nieant, the subsequent 
words and the context do show: it fol- 
loweth,— 

And Ta to do our mm hfsi* 

ness, or to act thinp proper and pertinent 
to us ; things which suit to our (condition, 
our station, our vocation ; whereby we may 
diseliarge our own duties, and supply our 
own needs ; muy work benefit to others, or 
however avonl being anywise burdensome 
or troublesome to tiiem ; an instance of 
which practice is immediately i^uhjoined ; 
to vwrh with our own hands — that we ma^ 
have lack of noihhtg,^ in another place tit. 
Paul ralleth it to 

work with qufVt, opposing it to 
being over-btisy, or pragmatica31y curious; 
and to walking disorderly ; that is, beyemd 
the bounds of our calling, or the rules of 
our duty; so as to encroach upon the rights, 
or molest the quiet of otlterb. 

The words, then, as they do in^ljr an 
obligation lying upon us to be industrious 
in our own business, so they chiefly detign 
to prohibit our meddlitig wHh the concern- 
ments (ff others ; but how to sOttle the 
limits between quiet minding our own 
business, and a culpable neglect of the 
duties ooneeming others; how to distin- 
guish between meddling ixmoeentiy, from 
Mng blamcably meddlesome, hie mor^ hoc 

■fThan lii. IS. 


ofm tet; thfr is that hard task which 1 am 
to undertake, bat cannot hope thoroughly 
to perform. However, the method toward 
it, wbioh I Shan observe, is this : — First, I 
shall tou<di some cases, in which it is aUow.» 
able or commendable to SEieddle with the 
affairs of others: then 1 aball propound 
some general rules, according to wluoh 
such meddlesomeness is eommonty blame- 
able: in the next place, 1 bhall as^;n some 
directions proper to some chief and most 
obvioiwUnds^med^Qkig: and lastly, off» 
some consideratioas to mssuade men from 
tUs pregmatioal humour- 

L Superiors may intermeddle with the 
business of thw imeriors (tiiat is, of such 
as are subject to their care and charge) in 
all matters relating to the needful execution 
of their effioe. Magistrates may iniqpe^ 
carriage, tnay examine the doings, may 
renreheud and punish the offences of their 
Buiijects: parents may advise, rebuke, and 
correct tiinr children : spirited guides and 
paatmrs may admonish and re|>rove their 
nock. These things, while with due pru- 
dence, ^uity, and modcratkm, they p^r<* 
form, they do indeed th do 

their am budnm ; itis their proper work, 
to which God designed them, and 
which reason exacteth of them; they are 
appointed, to use tit. PanVs exprestion, to 
attend cont^nwaUy uvon this very tkh^/^ 
tiieir proceedings, toerefore, are not to be 
<^harged with capable pragmaticalness. 

2. In any case, wherein the honour and 
interest of God is much concerned, we may 
interpose in vindication and maintmianoe 
of th^. If any man darcth to blaspheme 
God's name, we may and ought to stand up 
in its defetioe ; if aiiy man dispmgeth re- 
ligion, we should strive to clear its repute; 
if any man imptumeth any divine truth of 
moment, we should endeaiour to ass<*rt it; 
if any man notoriously transgresseth God^s 
law, we may discountenance his prestun}!- 
tion, and reprove him for it: every man in 
sutii cases, as God's subject, haifh not only 
a oommission, but an obligation; is indeed 
by his allegiance bound to serve God, fn 
fmntainiug the honour and interest wf 
his empire: it is foul disloyalty, it is piti- 
ful baseness, to forbear meddling in matii 
cases.* Thu8havegoftiitMm,witUoatfearqr 
shame, defended religion and truth agtioti 
the mightiest powers and most dan^xous 
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aotiR tiiAt ocnild iim tioad up is indeed deing our own business; for to 
not only preserve our lire with its conveniences and 


dieeking^ but «ve>ni^ mA heinous scan 
dal : thus Elias As true wor« 

ulup of God against all the oomt]^s oi 
it, the kings and whole nation of Israel ; 


mA heinous scan* comforts, to mountain our right and just 
Mi Ab true wor- interest, to koep our honour and repute- 
. the oomt]^s of tion clear from bcandal, is incumbent upon 
I natioa of Israel: us; we are naturally the patrods, advo. 


{mUaiheinr^etsdidniHlin'henrto tant^^ and guards of those considerable 


wicked miumera of the 
Mlthepeoj^eiathBlirtiinee: thus S't* John 

Baptist did not stich tori^pmnhmg Herod 6. Whim the life or welfare, mther spi. 
fmr Ub MMil practioe: so our Saviour ritual or temporal, of our neigbbour, is 
oenvuMthesupmtidomMhypo^ deeply eonoemed, end cannot otherwise 
Boribes, at^ he ehastifled the pmaners of than by our tud be supported or relived, 
God's house: so^ in dne, the holy apostles we may lawfully interpose to yield it: if 
reaoiutefydid assert God's truth against all we sec him exposing ms life to any great 


goods assigned or intrusted to us by Pro- 


haaard, or eng 


the world. haaard, or engagiitf lak soul into any great 

3. When the pid>lic weal and safe^ are sin, we may in any mir way (by admomtion, 
manifestly eonoemed, we may also mter- advice, r^oof, politic device, harmless 
meddle to support or secure them ; so force), without any invitation or licence, 
may we rebuke him that slandereth or re* with or against his will, presume to reclaim 
proacheth our prince ; we may check him or restrain him. Wo may stop him ip hi& 
that would break the peace; we may im- career to rum or grievous mis^ef ; we 
peach him that violateth the laws, con* may withhold him from running into a 
duOing to public welfare : every iban is a snare, or tnmbling down a procdpioc, or 
aoli^ agmst traitors and enemies of hia drinking in poison; we may, as St. Jude 
country;? every man la born with a com- speaketh, ^naick kin tnU pf the Jire*^ In 
mission to defend the public against those such cases we may reasonably suppose, 
which {dot its loiin or ham ; every man is that our neigbbour, being hiini»elf, will 
a party for his prince against rebels, for aUow us to meddle, or will not be dis* 
the church againk schisnomes, for tlie law pleased therewith ; if he liath not his wits 
against lawless transgressors, for common about him, we may supply him with our& 
peaee against those who outrageously dis- in such exigenee: bis present consent and 
turb it: duty to our superiors, jusdoe and approbation are not then requisite, he not 
diari^ to numkind, jvut regard to our being in condition to yield them ;t he need* 
own welfkre, allow and oblige us to such eth guardians, and opportunity constituteth 


meddling* 


us in that ofBoe,: extreme and evident need 


4# We tnayalso meddle for the succour will not only excuse the liberty we shall 
of right agfUQBt palpable wrong and out- assume, but it obligeth us to use our power 
raga: wu may help an honest man against to save him in case of neglect, that surly 
St Sdef assaulting him ; we ma;[ guard the answi^, Am I my brothers keeper will 
iUbof any man against an assassin ; we may not serve our tarn.§ We may, we should, 
vindteaite the reputation of an innocent per* it is not only innocent, but just and laud- 
Bon aspersed by a slanderous tongue ; as able, for us to be watchful over our neigh- 
JUioseB , — seeing one of his brethren suffer hour's eonoernment and deportment, if we 
wtmg^difendedhims mdwsenged him that do it out of ptue charity, in a diwreet, 
was oppressed^ and smote the Egypttm;^ quiet, and gentle manner, 
as the penitent tbtef rebuked his compa* ?• In due, if any signal opportunity of 
vuon, unjustly rmhng upon our Saviobr : ‘ dobg oar neighbour considerable good, 
the common interest of justice and chanty espemly to his soul, doth offer itself, we 
do imt only ex<mse, but coimneRd meddling may lavmdly, we should iu charity, em- 


in such cases. 


brace it; we may then even obtrude upon 


d. We may likewise meddle with the him our direction and succour: if he be so 
proceedings of others, when our own just blind as iwt to discern our good will, so 
defence r^uireth it: we repel those peevish as to dislike our proceeding, so 
who attack our safety or peace, who invade mgratedd as not to thank us for our ^ns, 
««• rifle our good., who traduce w aw^ t lurtto a»o*««u. pr» » pi*, 

name ; we may eodaavour to defeat them ‘•fJra**;* ^ « j 

^,aiidtore8traiBtiMiffvidleiu».* TUs 

tiih Wmm> *t>r at I. 

torn IT Orta. Sn Matt Oiat 7T YS, lu Jch. Or IS. 
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yet our good intent will justify ns foefbre to trespMlibi^cakdBie bounds 
God, and at the bar of reas^; end we and staiaoat, todowronig, ooioidytotbotitif 
lia\e, to counteiUuice us thereitif tluo com- but to the i^ublie, wbt^ is conoeroed in 
inun example of good meti, who, for doing the upboldi^ their power and respect: H 
thus, have worthily been aocounted ^e Is tooeed a worse famt tlum sseuming the 
irien^ and benefactors of noankind. enaigps of their dignity, or count«rmtii^ 

In these and the like oases, we may, their eramps; for that is but to borrow the 
without oUbnding, intermoddle : in doing semblanoe, ^is b to en}oy the substance, of 
HO we may indeed truly be said to be quiet, thw authority. 

and to do our own basiness; because Bmre Nothing in this busy and licentious mt 
is no exorbitancy or disorder in such fvo- is more ui^, than for private men to m- 
ceeding, because God's law and souhdrea- vade the office, to exemse dm duties, to 
son have appropriated these things to us, canvass and control the aetkaiB of tibeir su- 
fxnd made them our ooneentmcift. ^ There periors ; discussing what they oug^ to do, 
is no buMuess more proper or pertbent to and presorihing laws tothem; taxiogwbat 
us, than that whereb we labour to pro- is done by them; murmuring at their de*> 
mote the glory of God, or to procure the crees, ami inve^ng agabst their pro* 
good of men ; this is the prbeipal design oeediugs ; every one is findmg holes in die 
of our being, and dierefm employing state, and picki^ quarrels wim the conduct 
therem cannot imsbecome us: but we must of noliticat affairs; every one is reformiim 
however in such cases take heed that our and settling the pi^lic according to modem 
^ pretences are real and weU grounded, that ^wmed b Eis own conceit. Tbngs, saith 
*our proceedings are regular a^ ffiir ; we one, are out of order; the constitutbu u 
must not take or use such liberty* mail- very detective, and oiight to be corrected; 
ciously; we must never, out of hypocriti- such alawm all reason should be repealed, 
col pretence to the mabtenanoe of God’s and such an one enacted; here our states- 
honour, of public good, of Justice, truth, men were out of their pohdos, and diere 
or peace, to irregularly pragma^al or our lawgivers fkiled in pobt equify or 
turbulent: this is to be douMy bad,addii:^ prudence. No, damours another no less 
to the irregularity of offence, the wioke£ oagerly, all thbgs stand as well as can bes 
nosH of tiruud and malice. nothii^ can be amended, or ought to be 

1. We should never, out of ambillon, altered; our estaldisbment b all respects 
covetous desire, or self-conceit, so meddle is more peifectthanPld^’scomnDmweaJ^ 
as to invade any man's office, or to assume or ihe state of lltopb. Thus doth each 
the exercise of it. A private man sbonld man appomt himself counsellor of state, 
not presume to act the prince or the states- and turns legbiator, without any call hrom 
man, offeriz^ to control those who are the king, or choice of the country: every 
noi under him, to ddiberate, debate, de- one snatebeth at the sceptre, and invests 
Unmiine, or pass censure about political himself with the senator's robe; every one 
adaii'b ur occurrences. A layman should acteth a prboe and a bishop, or mdeed is 
not iTitrude himself to administer the sa- nitber a censor and oontroller of both or- 
crod functions of authoritative teachbg, ders; not considering the wror^ he Ooin* 
of dispensing the sacraments, of exesreisbg mitteth, nor the arrogance he practiseth, 
spiritual oeusmes, of defining theologicm nor mischieik wmoh naturally ensue 
controversies, which are committed to the xfm such demeanour; for to direct or to 
guides and pastors of the church. No man check governors is m effect to exauotorate 
should set himself upon the tribunal to or ^pose them, substituting ourselves m 
judge, or undertake, without licence or theirroom;audwhatgreaterixdury can we 
invitation, to arbitrate the causes of others: dp them or the public ? To fix or reverse 
doingtbusistoenciHiachiqHMiGod^atidto laws bebngeth to the highest authority 
usurp upon man : we encroach upon God, and deepest wisdom, which it is enormous 
assumix^ to ourselves powers not derived presumption for ua to apogate to ourselves: 
from his order, and deserting the station by atteumting such thbgs we confound the 
aMsigned OS by his providence; we usurp ranks of men, and course of thbgs; we 
upon man, exer<Hidng auBiority over him, ruffie the world, we supplant pubHc jraa- 
which he Is not bound to sttoop unto. quillity: and what greater mtschief than 

2. We should not, without csE or allow- mis can we do ammiig men? 

ance, meddle wd’di our snWxmw, so as to It is the business and duty of those wham 
advise them, to reprehend them, to bhune God hath constituted his reiHresfmisafcives 
or invssgh agkbst their prooeediiffis; fmr and ministers, to deliberate and comdude 
tills is to Confound the right order ofthings, what is to be done; and far the due per- 





$ec9mt. 

Mb tb vMWtw^f iM i» JMfk 
phtfgM gMtt fMM «iw &ity And 
cittf privilegid <ibiir Itidi4t%| Km «*itdd im* 
ddr^UMid ft;, it tticii^ tm Mort fmj aaid 
mjb) H la to sdMt Mi Mf Mk, qtoet 
xadpafienee; if m doiiiCii^,m mtJiere^ 
inixragvdaa*, iiidAi^lm«ixid«tilbl«o<^ 
thaatooitr awpmof’a; m AvgetAioaa di. 
thva rM» a»C Wmr$ the wM 

tkmii jpmo»» andvMmy 
WMdMMmf SuMUpout- 
MMUr ib enm MSnmoe of mm for M 
^iit§ aaAe, Ih M Mm Mmt mr<^ 
WooomMernot 
J udgv^itta m o^nncad tipon ikjm 
nrhoaec^mictor it ia^o MmhAgiimrmm^ 
io^primmpmu6aMM/mn^ M io6e 

Wft donQtwe^t&eiiatay«<»ftlsyaii^^^ 
m meddle with, nor the idvautagea of m 
persona whom we tex,^w o^owiwnoi^ 

l^lfind in the mvsterieaof 

mte : as the mjateHlea of faith do aorpaag 
natural reoaon, so 4o those of state traas* 
oend vulgar capacity: as priests by special 
grace are qoahded best to undcHrstand the 
one, so are prinees by like pecsrliar a»» 
sistanoe enaUed to penetrate the former. 
He that enq^lcy e^ them in 
of goven^tM world, and m&eth them 
kkstVomeniSof hla providenjCe, is not want- 
ing in aKordii^ to them dlrectiim and aid 
nmtfiil for ik& discharge of their duty; 
tkdieneetlMijr judgments wthinga are some- 
what more than humsa^ and their words 
flsay Mk «8 puts oraioular : A dime 
aMmoe (the wise king said) is in the ^ 
bfM kiigi hk mdM tren^gresseih mt in 
Aotandingtothe ordtnarvrea- 
M of things, they are best «ble to jti%e 
of snob thit^a, bSng, bv reason of their 
eiaSnout etatum, able to oisoern more and 
ftarthsfr than others; having by eacperi^ioe 
msd oomrtant practico acquired a truer 
faislg^i into Jhuw, aAd a better sktll to 
manage them: t^ereaa we being placed 
beneath in a valley, mm have no 
prcuqvect upon the grounds and causes of 
their rcsohtlaaim and prt^ we, for 
Want of sufiloient use and eacercise, cannot 
skill to bolanoe the contrary w^fats end 
roasom of things; to surmount the dtf- 
Acuities and rubs, to unfbld the knots and 
Mgues, which ooeur in afturs of that 
kind; we cannot expect those special in* 
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flueaaoea of light and strength firom heaven 
toward JMguag of aifsirs, which do not 
properly ouncem us ; wherefore we are si- 
tc^ther inopuipetent judges, and imperti- 
nent dealers about those tbiuM; it is great 
odds, in doing sows shanmistato 

misb^vo ourselves; we oonsequently do 
vainly and naughtily to meddle with them* 
If the love of public good doth transport 
ns, let us restriuai oursmvea. 

g. Wo should not Indeed so much as 
meddle with the a&irs of our equals rthose 
1 mean not who do equal us in dignity or 
worth, but all such who are not si^eot to 
our commiuid or charge, however oidier- 
wise uiferi<H' to us: those, Isay, we should 
not meddle with), so as to control or cross 
tbemi to direct, or cheok, or oonsuro their 
proe^higs against will, or without 
special reason euga^^ us theveto: for 
this is also to usurp an Undue anthority, 
this aigueth selfnoneeit, this containetb 
immodesty and arrogancre. 

4. We should not, widiout the desire or 
leave of parties concerned, intomeddle in 
the smaller temporal interesto of others, 
i^pon pretence to fhrthcr tliem, or with de- 
sign to cross them ; for every man should 
be left to himself to choose and to manage 
his own business, prosecuting it in the 
method he best tikedi (condstent with law 
and juatioe toward oth^K), witliout inter- 
nqition or control : eve^ man hath aright 
to do 40. every man desireth it, every man 
commpnjy bath a capacity suihclent for it ; 
for each man is apt to study his own bust- 
I ness, to w^h his case, to poise his abilities 
I with the olrchinstances in which he stand- 
6th; and thenoe is likely to get righter 
notions oonoerning the state of his a;ffairs, 
to descry better ways of accomplishing 
them, than others less regarding them can 
do : every man is best acquainted with his 
own humour and temper, and thenoe can 
pick his buainesa, and wind the manage- 
ment of it, jBo tb»t it shall conmly with 
them, or not grate upon them* However, 
as every man in point of interest and ho- 
nour is moat concerned in the success, and 
suftensth most by frustration of his endea- 
vours, eo it is equal that a free choice of 
has proceedings should be allowed him, 
without impediment or disturbance ; which 
eijcyiitt, he will mo]:e contentedly any 
di^poiutment that shall happen* This 
especially we say, in respect to matters of 
lesser oonsequeuoo (such as most worldly 
interests by the ill success whereof 
our ueighbottr is not extremely damaged 
or hurt; for in such cases the immodmty 
and nrrogancy of meddling, with the vew 
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ationandti^ubleitbapttoivork,4o«om tu)d(srltiiga, Wemjr «ltb iwr 
luonlj much outweigh anj hooefit ve can destly the cm upon nreu gronndi^ 
pk^t^sume hj our me^inu to proeorc. «a ihUow*8tnd«iito of koourledge, or ndhro- 
5. We ehould not^ indeed, erenmnuiU catra of truth; but we must not perempt 
tere of imltfereut and umoobnt nature, so torily dictate, or proiumuoe with authority* 
far meddle, as wid^^out oonsiderable resaon like masters or judges, 
or need to infringe any rnan^ liberty, to ft* idamld indeed be cautious of in^ 
cross his bomour, to owtruci hisploasure, terrt^dngaoy nM'sdMO^^ 
however discordant these may be to our Ids words out of bos mouib:* tbr this is a 
judgment and palate. Eviory man hath a rudewayofdispossesi^msnoft^ 
pailicular gust mr diet, for g^b, for direr- by common law of sodMy they suppose 
tisements and disports (arising from par- 1hemse]ves<to eijoy, speaUng thehr mind 
ticular coukplesion, or ouier unaoconntaUe tbrouph, and perfretibg their discourse ; it 
causes), aasd At it is that he shouid satisfr is an mspHcit accusation isrf impertiiienoy or 
it; it isexkoughthatadmth weakness in their speech; it issnargun^ 

good, andrclishethtobiinself: ifwe check that we deem ourselves wiser than they, 
him therein, we shall seem inqpartbumbmid or able to $pe^ more to the purpose : it 
troublesome, and therefrre we shall rwy is therefore an unsociable ana distastefiil 
bebo; Air itisnotoutoficetobe tastm, practice. 

to be dressers, to be masters of the sports Ift^ We should bo careliql of intrenching 
to all men: we in such matteie would meeoe unon m^snan's modesty many way, either 
,our own Amcj , and AuWelbre we should not m oommeiidatkm or dispraise, so as to put 
about them otfeiid others ; it is incivility, it him to the blush, or to expose him unto 
is ]idn*fticc, to do it. scorn. Sober men care not to be the sulb* 

C. We should never offer to |i^ a force jeM of talk; no man can endure to be tfas 
uponanynian's inclination, or Strive to bend object of sport: we should not therefore 
it unto a compliance with ours ; in attempt- thrust any man upon the stage ; U b vexa» 
ing that we Hhutl commonly be disappoint^, tious, and thermore alwa^^ dbeourteons, 
and w e shall ne\ i*r come fairly offs for some sometimes very iiyurious* 
are so tough, they will never yield to ua; 11. It b good to be very staunch and 
mine will comply against the grain, with- cautious of talking about other men and 
out regret and dibjdaasure : if you extort a their conremments, in way of passing dbm 
coinpliaivce with your desire, thereby raciers on them, or descanting rmn their 
do lose their good opinion and good will ; proceedings for want of other i&cotirae: 
for no man hVeth to be overbomo uttii thb is the common refoge of idleness, aad 
violence or huportumt). tike practice of Addlii^ goasipa, who, jto* 

W e should not in conversation meddle cause they wUl do nothiiig themdves, must 
so as to impose our opinions and conceits be reAecting upon the doings of othM sad 
upon others : in conversation with omr that they may not say nothing, will talk 
iqualb, we have a liberty to propound our impertinently: St, Ftod 

jud^ent, and declare our reasons for it; well oou|iletii together, that b, frivolous 
but if our judgment doth not ttice, nor our toltbrr ami dutySodiba; md miAal (saitii 
reasons perbua<!e, we should liavo done ; to he of such gosMuing women, 1 Tim. v» 1ft) 
press further b rude, to be ^hspleaaed for tiiey Imn to be i/Ue, wemdering about frm 
It is vain, to be angry or violent is unjust; hmtte to hmee; and not <mlif idky hiU tot- 
for by the law of conversation every nma thm obo, and lueybodies^ ^iteahng tkiage 
taketii himself to have an absolute rq|ht to whkh the^ ought not. To affect tattaiy 
use and follow his own reason ; audhe that about others b indeed a great iMptetion 
iiifeols to deprive any man thereof, will pass to jmeaking things w hich we oUjg^ not to 
for a petty tyrant, a clown, or an idiot, speiuk, words of mdust and unebarttaUe 
To retain the satisfoction which our own ODloquy>.* 

persuoidon affordeth, is enough to oontimt 12. Further; we should not be iiujpkijti- 
a just and siiber mind, without triumphing tive into the designs of men ; for ifob^ be- 
over the understandings of others. side the vain curiosity and impertfocimy of 

8. We should not ordinarily in converse so doing, is to assail their moaesty^ tom m 
affect or undertake to teach ; for thb im-^ adventure to vex both them aiid onricbres : 
phes a pretence to a kind of superiority, thy neighbour, perhaps, as moat ladvbed 
and apmeiring ourselves to others in wis- mon are, b dmous to keep Ito purpose 
dom; which argueth vanity, and is offen- 
sive to those wiuk whom we converse, who Mtw mi(Us 4o)wws b stotol* 

c.ire not to be dealt with as dbciples or r yU ^ 
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dust* to ; then by inquiry thou either 

forcest him unwillingly to diseWe wliat he 
would not, or to give thee a re])ul.se, which 
he liketh nut to do ;* and which whenever 
he doth, he is dLsplea<ied ; whal is pumped 
out comes up against nature, and bringeth 
regret with it j and if wo caimoi get any 
thing out, we yet ciiuse disturbance within ; 
and ourselves are not well satisfied in the 
disappointmeut*t 

13, We should not press into the retire- 
ments of men ; io do so is not only immo- 
dest and rude, but unjust : it is immodest 
to desire to know from any niau what he is 
ashamed or unwillmg to show : it is rude 
to disturb any man in the enjoyment of his 
lawful freed* »m, to interruj>l him in his 
eonversation with himself, to obsfrma hi^ 
private satisfactions 4 ills unjust to bereave 
a man of that h’isure and opportunity which 
he posscsseth, of doing that which he best 
liketh, and perhaps is greatly concerned in ; 
of enjoying his owm thoughts, of meditating 
upcm his concerns, of examining his wavs, 
of composing his passions, of studying truth, 
of devotion and intercoiirst^ with his God, 
of contriving and carrying on in anywise 
the welfare of his own soul. Wliy do*lh he 
retire, but to shun diversion, or that he 
may be mastcT of his time and thoughts ? 
W'^hy then are we so unkind, or so unjust, 
as to deprive him of those contents anil 
adv antages ? 

14. We should not pry or peep into 
men’s secrets : it is a practice upon many 
accounts blaiiieahli’. 

It is commonly impertinent emdosity; 
for men hide things, because they do not 
think <»fhers concerned to know them: the 
concealment argueth their opiinon to be 
such, and consequently that b« is fondly 
curious who would search into them; If //// 
(vaid ho well to one, who, seeing him carry 
a basket covered, did ask what was in it) 
dost thou heek to htow^ trfuni thou seest it 
rooererJ^ that thou mayvst tioi 

It IS foully discourteous, because of 
fensively depriving men of the sativsfiw‘t! m 
they talie in eoiieealing their matters; iii- 
eroaehing upon tlie innocent freedoms 
whicli they would enjoy, without rendering 
at count to any ; trespajisiug upon their 
hashfnlness, iir frustrating their discretion; 
for iherefore men choose to ke(*p things 
close, because they like not, or judge it 
not expedient, to declare them. Tako 
• IVrcuntatrirom fugitu 

1 ^lAvnuiriici tmh t¥ ohrotcfit^Ut 

I Arcaikum m (jut* tu ^crutalwrit ullius unqnaiDk, 
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hfit’d unto nJl imrds that are spoken^ hit 
thou hear thy servaut curse thee,^ 

It is also grossly injurious to deal thus ; 
for it is a robWy of what is most dear to 
men, which they witii more care reserve 
and guard, than they do their gold or their 
jewels; so that to break open the closet 
of a man’s breast, to riuisack his mind, to 
pilfer away his thoughts, his afti^cticms, his 
purposes, may well he deemed a worse sort 
of burglary or theft, than to break open 
doors, to riile trunks, or to pick jiockets. 

It is a practice in tlic common opinion 
of men worthily esteemed very dishonest 
and treacherous ; for men generally do 
suppose each other to he under a tacit, but 
w el If understood oomiiact, obliged mutually 
(as they tender greatly the retaining their 
owm secrets, so) to abstain fi*ou) attempt- 
ing to discover the secrets of others* to do 
otherwise is thereiore taken for an act of 
perfidious enmity, and a violation of mu- 
tual confidence. 

In fine, to peep into (‘hinks, io listen at 
doors or winilows, to mind whispers, to 
dive into litters and pajK-rs, and the like 
practices, arc the practices of insidious 
eavesdroppers, s]>ics, and svcojihants, winch 
common liumanity will not luidurt*. 

Yea, if the kuowlcilgc of what nm n«»igh- 
bour would conical doth casually arrive to 
us, It is advisable to stnotlier it ; it U in- 
humanity to reveal it to his pnjudicc. 'fo 
reoeal is a practice eoinleinncd in 

scripture as oilious and hast lie that^oeth 
ahout a\ a talebetifcr, rvvmleth serrets. A 
ialebf at er reveah Ji snnis, hut he that i.s 
of afa/tbjul spirit (omuibth the mattn^ 

Not to t.ike up. or scatter rciiorts jirc- 
judicial. Ecclus. xix. 7, 10." 

A wise man w^mld not w illingly any w isc 
know the ^ClTct^ of others, hut gladly would 
shun till 111 , although oflleriiig thcinvelMs 
to his knowledgi ; that he may he freeil 
from the bunlen of keeping lliciii, and the 
danger of venting them, to tin. distaste, 
wrong-, or ]n*cjudice of others: and he is 
ooinmeridi d for his discretion, wlio, to a 
jirince asking him, What of hi\ he should 
impart to him * replied, Whateevr you please, 
eaeept your secrets,^ Tliemhc well thought 
unsafe to keep, and ilangerous to utter. 
How foolish, then, is it vulmitaidly to in- 
trude, or carefully to search iutotlicm! 

15. We should not lie in wait to sur- 
prise or catch any man at lidvantage, to 

* Mi7^«n-«n iturt^unie Xeyaa — ‘A*in»o»( kayaa , aruatf 
trat 
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o\f*rthruw him whni h<‘ irips, to imnlf 
iijion Ids misljike or his disaster: to d!> thus 
is always ill manners ; it is sometimes W- 
haroiis inhumanity. Goodness in such caws 
would dispose a man to8up|K)r1, relieve, 
and comfort another, if he demaudeth, or 
hU case ueedeth such meddling. 

IC. Lastly; we should never, at least 
witli much oarnestuess, meddle with affairs 
more properly belonging tf» others, and 
which we do not, or may not, handsomely 
pretend to understand so well as others; 
such an^ affairs heside our profession, which 
if wo miderstand not, it is a folly, in a pe- 
remptory iiianuer to treat of them ; if wo 
do nudorsiand them, it is yet indecent to 
coiiti'st or dictate about them, in the pre- 
seiK'e at least of tliose who profess tlunn; 
tliiiN should pri\ale men beware, at least in 
that iiiagistt»rial or eager w'liy, to meddli* 
with ]»olirical affairs, illiterate men wdth 
M‘holastieal, laymen with theological, un- 
expcritnml men with any such matters, 
the comprelienHon whereof depeiuh'th up- 
on skill and (‘xercise ; no man sluudd he 
t'U'warfl to meddle with things e\traii»*oiis 
to his way and calling: doing so U wout to 
4*rcate much ('ffence; it hath usually much 
im*tiodi*'-ty and much folly in it; iitteii it 
containcth nmeh Iniusticr*. 

'Fhorc art* some more gcmeral rules con- 
< tTiiing the math r in luuid: I should now, 
3t' tiim did jicnnit, iru.'-ist iiptui some pnr- 
licnlar KimU of mt thlUng, ra/riVe, 
mlf in (onfrsts; hut. in regfird to 

\ our patience, J •'hall ]>roctM‘d no further 
dt preseui, 

SERMON XXll. 

OF Qrir.TNKss, ANO iK>rN(. oca own 

in SIM.S8. 

1 'I'm ss, i\. I \,--Aiu/ that ye ftuffy to ht 
yffu /. ami to (to yoftr <nnt business. 

1\ a former discourse upon these words, 1 
lane ali’t .nl> shewtMl, — 

I. In what cases it is alluW'aidc or com- 
iiHMidahlc tt> meddle with the affairs of 
others. 

II. Next, I propound(‘d .some goueral 
rul< s coma ruing tliia matter, iw^eording to 
which we may dise<‘rn In what eases med- 
dling with the affairs of (»thers is commonly 
hlanieahle. Thus far 1 ha\c proceeded. 

II I. 1 shall now give some directions eon- 
(‘eniing particuku* kinds of meddling* And 
bec*»iist‘ they arc many, 1 shall at prc.sont 
only insist upon three (referring others to 
other oi‘casions:) they ar(‘, mhu't\ reproofs 
iaiffrjtoHwg in vonhsU^ and contentious. 


OWN BUSINESS. 201 

I. As to nn*ddling in affiytce^ we may do 
well to ohs<n*ve these directions: — 

1. Advise not (except upon call; a su- 
perior, or one more eminent than thyself 
in authority, in dignity, or in age: for ho 
that offeveth to a^lvLse, doth thereby claim 
to himsidf a kind of superit»rity, or excel- 
lence, above another ; and it is not w'ell 
consistent with the reference and respect 
due to our betters to seem to do so. They 
should 1 m* wiser than we : at least it be- 
cometh us not to declare we think they are 
n<jt. If they ask adviec, w'e may without 
presumption gi^’p it, supposing it to be not 
ao much their defect of knowledge as pru- 
dent caution, which niaketb them willing 
to hear what any man can say to the ease; 
hut to obtrude it on them, arguelh we think 
them to need it, and ourselves able to di- 
rect them ; which i*> presumption, and will 
pass for arrogance. 

2. We ahould not imh’cd, with any >io* 
lence or importunity, thrust inhiee upon 
our <M|ual5, or upon any man not subject 
to our charge, who is unwilling to receive 
it; for this is also an exahing ourselves iu 
skill and wisdom aho\e him, and implieth 
a contemptuous tipiiiion concerning hi» 
knowledge ; that he is so weak as to need 
advice; and yet more weak in not seeking 
it when ruedful from us; which practice 
eonsjsteth not with inodt‘sty, and needs 
must breed offence : it is indeed unjust ; 
for eviTv man of right is t(» be allowed to 
:t<t by his own ad wee, and to cltoute his 
own counsellors. 

rk ]<e not obstinate in proving advice: 
if he tliai aski'th thy eounsel d(» not like it, 
desist from u»*uing furllicr, and rest con. 
tent. If thou has»t performed the pai t of 
a ffiithful friend, of a good man, of a cha- 
ritable (''hristian, iu advising what sepineth 
iK'st to tliee, that may abimdaritly satisfy 
thee; for the rest, ipie ntferil^ it is liis 
coueeriiTnent more tluin thine : if thou pre- 
tciidisl lliat he nmst follow thy advice, or 
art tlispleased hetuiise he doth not so, thou 
makest tliyself a commaiuler, not a coun- 
sellor; thewhi<']itoaj)]«oint thee was K’sido 
his intention; he meant to seek thy help, 
not to fodeit his ow n liberty ; and thou 
aid not just in pretending to so much. 

4, Affect not to be a eounsfdU»r, tioi* lei 
any eon-siderations, except of friemliMp, 
humanity, or charity, easily di.spose thee 
to accept the office; it is not worth the 
while to undertake it a- a matter of repu- 
tation, or because it sceiueth to ai‘gue a 
good opinion eoneerning thy skill and ahi- 
litj' ; tor it is a critical and dangerous 
thi'ig to advise, heeauo.e if the busiuess 
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8ucc^edcth wdl according to thy advice, 
the principal usually carrieth away the 
prod! and the praise; his judgment, his 
industry, liis fortune, are applajuded; little 
commendation or benefit aocruetb to the 
counsellor : but if it prosper not, tlie main 
n eight of blame is surely laid upon him 
that odtdsed the course. If you, saitli the 
party, and say the lookers on, had not thus 
directed, it had not thus fallen out. 

6. Wherefore H is commonly expedient 
not to advise otherwise than with rcserva- 
tion and diffidence: it is, we may say, the 
most prohaWe course I know, hut 1 quet^ 
tion wuether it will succeed; I hope well 
of it, hut do not thoroughly confide there- 
in. Tliis modest and discreet wha, what> 
ever the event shall he, will slieJter thee 
from blame ; yea, will advance th(‘ reputa- 
tion of thy sagacitv ; for if it ftdl, thv reason 
to su.speet will be*approved; if it pr»>.sper, 
the goodni‘^s of Ihv judgment will be ap- 
plauded: whereas tiie coiifidiut director, 
if Success crossetb his advice, is exclaimed 
upon for his rashness ; if success favoureth, 
he is not yet admired for his wisdom, be- 
cause he seemed to be sure; it being more 
admirable to gues.»lhe best among duulrtful 
things, than to dtdmnine that which is cer- 
tain. So much for meddling about mkice. 

11. For f'ppnwf (whieh is necessary, and 
a duty upon some occasions), we may do 
well to follow tlu^so directions : — 

1. Rei)rove not a superior; tor it is ex- 
ercising a power over km, and a punching 
him ; we thereby therefore do soar above 
our pitch, w<* <*onfoand ranks, and p^i vert 
the ordt‘r settled among nnm the ]»raetu*e 
containeth irrHverence ami presumption; 
it aecTneth injurious, and is ever odious. 
What die minihiers of God, or gi>iritual 
pastors, do in tliis kind, tliej tlo it by spe- 
cial eonimission, or instinct («s the pr<ipkts 
in repnheiuling princes and priests, an St. 
John Baptist in reproving Herod;) or m 
ordinary superiors in the case of spiritual 
guidance, being net ooer ys for that jmrpos , 
and tcaUhing for mr souls^ for which they 
they rnvst reiudcr an account yet they must 
do 0 with great moderation and discretion : 

Mehuke Hot (jCfi elder 
(or one more aged than thyself), hut 
treat hint as a Jather^^ (that is, advise him 
in the most respe<‘tful and gentle maimer,) 
is the chsu’ge of St. Paul to B. Timothy. 
In case of grievance or w'aiidal, it hecometh 
inturii»rs not proudly or peremptorily to 
criminate and tax, but humbly to remon- 
strate, and supplicate fiir redrest. 

^ Lvvit *u i , i,phoB i n b iitb xsu^n 
^ 1 Ihit V. 1 
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2. Reprove not rashly, and witliout cer- 
tain cognizance of the fact ; fitr to reprove 
tor things not done, or, which in moral 
reckoning is tlie same, for things not ap- 
parent, is both unjust, and argueth a malig- 
nant disposition: it is unjust to punish so 
much as the modesty of any man, without 
clear evidence mid proof ; it is malignity 
to suspect a man ol ill, it is calumny to 
charge bliune on him upon slender pre- 
tences, or doubtful surmises. 

3. Reprove not also rashly as to the point 
of right, or without being able to convince 
tile ma^r to be assuredly culpable: to 
reprove for things not bad, or not unques- 
tionably such (for things that are, or per- 
haps may be, indifierent and innocent), is 
also unjust, and siguifieth a tyrannii'al dis- 
position: it is unjust anywise to punish a 
man w ithout clear warrant of law ; it is 
tyrannical to impose upon men our conceit, 
or to persecute them for using their liberty , 
following th<ur judgment, or enjiying their 
humour; w'hich in effect we do when we 
reprove them for tliat which we cairnot 
prove blameable: it is, St. James saith, a 
judging the lav\ or charging it with defect, 
when we condemn persori'j for tilings not 
prohibited by it; Ife (saith the Apostle) 
that spvaketh against his Irofker^ and jadg* 
eih hie> hrothfr^ speaketh uguinst the kie, 
and jvdgeth the hac,^ 

Both tlie^e kinds of rash rej>roof are very 
ineoiivenicnt, as breeding uccdle&s offence 
and uulless cuiiteiition : for whoever is 
thuH taxed will certainly lake it ill, and 
I will contend in bis own defence: no man 
patiently, for no suflietent cause or sure 
ground, will lie under the str4>ke of re- 
prtKif, which always smart eth, but then 
enrageth win u it is sn}>pos(‘d to he iiifli<*ted 
unjiustly or maticiousK ; even tho^e who 
contentedly will bear friendly r<*proof, cun 
worse brook to be causelessly taxed. 

4. Rcjirove not for slight mattii-s; for 
such faults or defects as j>roceed from na- 
tural frailty, from inadviTteiicy, from mis- 
take in mailers of snudi consequence; for 
it is hard to Iw just in such reproof, or so 
to temper it as not to exceed tlio meabui-o 
of blame du<' to such faults:* they oi'cur 
80 often, that we should never cease to bo 
carping, if w^e do it upon such oceasioiis ; 
it is not worth the while, it i.s nut hand- 
some, to seem displeased with such little 
things ; it is spending our artilliTy upon a 
game not worth the killing. Reproof is 
too grave and stately a thing to be proati- 

* atkinium, <rt tnoreii niodicis virorUMii 
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tuted upon so mean Ihingp^ ; to use it up<»ii 
small cause, derogruteth from its wci^^ht 
U'hen there is considerable reason for it ; 
friendship, charity, and hmimnity, should 
cover such ofiTeMcos* In fine, it is unseemly 
to rt‘prove men for such things as all men, 
aa themselves, are so continually suhjewt 
unto; it is therefore bettor to let suidi 
thitigs pass without any mark of displea^ 
sui'e or di‘-liUe. 

b. lii'prove not unsoasonahly * not when 
a person is indisposed to bear repro<^»f, or 
unfit to profit thon*by ; not when there is 
likely to be no good effect come from it; 
when ihou sltalt only thereby conjure up 
an evil spirit of displeasure and enmity 
jigaiiKst ttiysclf. Reproof is u thing f»f itself 
not good or pleasant, but sometimes n«*ed- 
ful, hwauHO whole'^omc and good in <»rJer 
to the end ; it slmuld theret<»re bt‘ admi- 
nibtcred pl»)sic, then only when the pa- 
tient is fit to rK'cive it, and it may serve to 
correct his distemper; otherwise }ou will 
only make him more sick, and ver;y angry. 

It is ever *dniosi nnseasonahle to rej)rove 
some persons, as scv)riicrs, impudent, ni- 
<'orrigibl} jiroiligiite person?., who will liate 
the reprover without r^'gardiiig the re- 
proof ; //c that rvprovHh a scomer g( Ueth 
1o himself sham' ; and he ihft rebnhfth it 
wirhed man fiftieth himself a bloL Hejmoae 
not a f,to}vei\ lest he hale Uiee*^ To be 
to ilerided, to he aspersed 
with reprr»ach and slander, is all one sl*all 
get by rep^oMUiT^ such ptrsons; it is both 
prostituting pot»d advice, and expoaing 
oneself to miseliit'f, as our Savioui* inti- 
mat (th In that jvroliibition: (Jive not that 
tehich at holy unto dogs^ nHtlicr vast yont 
pearls before smne. lest they irumpU tium 
under thir feet^ mid turn agmn ami reml 
yow,' 

As bitch men ever, so most men in some 
seasons, are uncapahle of reproof; »o are 
men in calamity, who are disoomiMMicd by 
gx*icf, the which is ratlw*r to be mitigated 
by comibri tliaii increased and exasjierated 
by hldim ; so are men in « passion, who 
have no cars to hear, no reason to judge, 
no will to congdy with a^lvict*; reproof is 
ai»t to produce rather arn*er and ill-blood, 
than any contrition or kindly remorse in 
persons so ofiected. 

It is also Usually not seasonable to re- 
prove men publidy, when their modesty 
IS highly put to it, and ihcir reputation 
grievously sufti reth ; for tliis is an exlremo 
sort of punibhiuent, and is taken fur need- 
less: it is extreme, heoauso men had ra- 
ther suffer any way than in their honour; 

• Ifrov U XX 12. i Matt \ii S 
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it ia detained needless, because it may be 
ministiTcd privately. 

6. Reprove mildly and sweetly, in the 
calmest manner, in the gentlest terms; not 
in a haughty or impcrioitA way, not hastily 
or fiercely ; not with soar or in bit* 
ter languj^e; for these ways do beget all 
the evil, and binder the last effects (»f re- 
pro<*f: they do certainty infiame and disturb 
Uie poraou reproved; they breed wratli, 
diMhiin, and hatred ^inst the reprover; 
but do m>t so w'cll enligliten the man to see 
his i rror, or affi^ct him with kindly sense of 
bis iiiiscaiTiage, or dis];»(>sc liim to coiTwt 
his fault: such reproofs look rather like 
ihc wounds and persecutions of enmitv, 
than as remedies ministered by a fHiendiy 
hand; they harden men with stomach and 
s<*orn bs mend ujum such occasion. If 
rcpnwif d<j^h not savour of humanity, it 
bignifietli nolliiug; it mu-st be like a bitter 
pill wrapped in gold, and tempered with 
sugar, otherwise it will not go down, or 
work effect u'lliy. 

7. Affect not to be reprclienaiv e ; seem 
not willingly to undertake thi* j)laiv of a 
reprover ; ajipear to be im*ri>ly drawn 
thml^» by sense of duty, or exigency of 
frieudsliip, or ef>niftrftint of cluu’ity and 
good-will. For to aiVeit reproih^g ib a 
sign of ili-mitiire and arrogance; fluit we 
(bdigbt to observt the faults, that w e love 
to insult up(«ix the infirimtie> and iiift lioi- 
tic? of other men ; which is tlie part of a 
domineering and cviu l himumr. A truly 
g< Kidman indeed would be gla<l t<i be ex- 

fiom the office; it is ihe most uu- 
pka'>ant thing he can do, to be raking in 
men's sores, and causing smart to lxi» 
neighbours ; far mure gladly would he be 
commciidmg their gt>o»J det‘ds, and cherisli- 
i rig their virtiu . Nothing, therefore, but 
conscience and <'h:inty ciui put him on this 
employment. Rut so luucii for meddling 
in reproof. 

111. Another kind of meddling is, inter- 
posm^ in the contests and c»*nteiitioix<» of 
otbirs. As to tlxis, we may, briefiy, do 
well to observe these direction*'. 

1. We bhould never meddle, so as lo 
mist' dissensions, or to do such things as 
breed them; we should by no means creaLa 
misunderstandings, or distastes, betw^een 
mir neiglibours ; we should not instil jea- 
lousies, or surmises: we shoidd not mis* 
construe words or actions, to an offensive 
senbe or consequence: we should not con- 
vey spiteful tades: wo should not di<clobe 
the secrets of one to another. These prac- 
tices engender enmity and strife among 
non; mid are therefore inhuman, or ra* 
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ther dialjoHcal ; for the Devil is the grcaA poSe some considerations inducing to qmet* 
makehflte in the irorld. ness, and dissuasive from praginaticalness ; 

% We shotild not fonumt dissensions such as arise from the nature, properties, 
already eommeneed, blowing np the coals causes, and effects of each; serving to 
that are kindled, by abetting tl£i strife, or commend the one, and disparage the other, 
aggravating the causes thereof; it is nbt 1. Consider that quietness is just and 
gor»d to strengthen the quarrel, by siding equal ; pragmaticalness is it\juriou8. When 
with one part, except that part he notori- we contain ourselves qtiiet, and mind onl^ 
ottely oppressed or abused; in stwsh a case our own business, we allow every man his 
indeed, when justice oalleth fbr them, we right, we harm no man’s repute ; we keep 
may lend our advice and aasistanoe; mid ourselves within our bounds, and trespass 
may hear the inconvenience of being en- not on the place or interest of our neigh- 
g^ed, as Moses honestly and generously hour ; we disturb not the right order and 
did, when he succoured his bi^er that course of things: but in beiiig pragmatic^ 
suffered wrong: otherwise it is advisable we do wrongfully deprive others of their 
to keep ourselves out of the fray, that w e right and liberty to man^e their husiuess ; 
do not encourage it by our taking part, we prejudico their credit, Implicitly char- 
and involve ourselves m the mischiefs of f^ng them with weakness and incapacity to 
it. <Uspatch their affairs without our direction; 

3. Especially we should not make our- we therefore, upon our own unequal and 
selves parties in any faction, where both partial judgment, do prefer and advance 
sides are eager and passionate; for then, ourselves aTiove them; we assume to our- 
even they who have the juster cause are selves in many respects more than our due, 
wont to do unjust things, in which it is withdrawing it from others. In flno, na 
hard for any man engaged not to have man loveth that others should invade his 
share, at least not to undergo the impu- office, or intrude into liis business ; there- 
tfltiori of them : it is wisdom, therefore, in fore, in justice, every man should forbear 
such cases to hold off, and to retain a kind doing so toward others. 

of indifferency; to meddle with them is, 2. Quietness signifieth humility, modesty, 
as the Wise Man saith, to take a dog by and sobriety of mind; that we conceit not 
the ears;* which he tliat doth, oan hardly ourselves more wise than our neighbour; 
take care enough of liis fingers. that we allow every man his share oi:‘ dis* 

4. We should not interpose ourselves cretion; that we take others for able and 
(without invitation) to be arbitrators in skilful enough to understand and manage 
{>oints of difference: we may cautiously their own affairs: but pragmaticalness ar* 
mediate, perhaj;> 3 , or advise to agreement; gueth much overweening and arrogance; 
but not pretend as judges with authority that we take oursehes for the oulj men of 
to d<>ctde the controversy: this savoureth wisdom, at least tor more wise than those 
of arrogance, this will work trorile to us, into whose business we thrust ourselves, 
and bring the displeasure of both sides 3. Quietness is beneficisd to the world, 
upon us; it is hard, in doing so, to avoid preserving the general order of things, 
becoming parties, and offending one side.* disposing men to keep within their rank 
Our Lord therefore did, we see, wave this and station, and within the sphere of their 
office, and put off the invitation with a power and ability, regularly attending to 
Who made me a ditnder or a judge betmeen the work and business proper to them ; 

whereby, as themselves do weU, so the 

d. If we W'ould at all meddle in thea^ public doth thrive: but ]>ragmatioaluess 
mes, it should be only in endeavouring, disturbeth the world, ^ confounding things, 
by the most fair and prudent means, to removing the distinction between superior, 
renew peace, and reconcile the dissenters ; inferior, and eq^, rendering each man's 
if we can, by exhortation and persuasion business unoert^ ; while some tuidertake 
to peace, by rcitvoving misprisions, byre- that which belongeth not to them, one 
presenting things handsomely, by mltiga- busybody often, as we find by experience, 
ling their passions, bring them to good is able to disturb and pester a w hole no- 
terms, this is a iaudabie meddling, this is ciety. 

a blessed practice. So 1 leave this |>arti- 4. Quiethei^ preserveth concord and 
ciikr, and finish the directive part of my amity: for no man is thereby provoked, 
discourse. being suffered undisturbedly to proceed 

IV. I Ahull now further only briefly pro^ in his course, acoofding to nis mmd and 

Iwit brs^etb^ 

* riuv \x\\ \7 j dissensions and feuds : for all men are toady 
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to quarrel with those who offer to control 
them, or cross them in ^ir wy ; every 
man will be zealous in maintaining his pri- 
vilege of choosing, and acting according to 
his choice; and cannot but oppose those 
who attempt to bereave them of it ; whence 
between the busybody assailing, and others 
defending their liberty, combumons must 
arise. 

o. Quietness, to the person endued with 
it, or practisii^t it, bimetteth tranquillity 
and peace ; for he that ietteth others alone, 
and corned in no man’s way, no man will 
be apt to dbquict or cross bun ; he keepeth 
himself out of Inroils and factions i but the 
busybody createtb vexation and trouble to 
himself; others will be ready to molest him 
in his proceedings, because he disturbeth 
them in theirs: he that will have a sickle 
in another's com, or an oar in every man’s 
boat, no wonder if his fingers be rapped; 
men do not more naturally brush off flies, 
which buzz about their ears, sit upon their 
f»re» or hands, and sting or tickle them, ; 
than they strive to drive aw^ clamorous | 
and encroaching bu^) bodies. jCet (salth St. 
Veter) none of y<m suffer as a busybody %n ’ 
other meti\ it is, he intimateth, 

a prai'tice whereby a man becometh liable 
to suffer, or which men arc apt to punish 
soundl) : and so the Wise Man, implying 
the fondness and danger of it, lie (saith 
he) thatpas&eth hu^ and meddloth usith strife 
not belonging to kim^ is like one that takHh 
a dog by thi f*ars; * tliat is, without auy pro- 
bable good effect, he provoketli a creature 
that will snarl at him and bite him. 

6, Qu?< tness is a ileceiit and lovely thing, 
as signil}ing good disposition, and pro- 
ducing good effects; but (yragmaticalness is 
ugly and odious. Every man gladly would 
l>e a neighbour to a quiet person, as who 
by the steady calmness and smoothness of 
his humour, the inoffensive stillness and 
sweetness of his demeanour, doth afford 
all the pleasure of conversation, without 
any cross or trouble. But no man willingly 
would dwell by him, who is apt ever to 
be infesting him by his turbulent humour, 
his ob<ttreperous talk, his tumultuous and 
furious carriage; who, upon all occasions, 
without invitation or consent , will be thrust- 1 
ing in his eyes, his tongue , his hand ; prying 
into all tliat is done, liiitating this or that 
course, taxing all proceeding, usuniing a 
kind of jurisdiction over him and his ac- 
tions: DO man will like, nr can well endure 
such a neighbour. If i«» iKimmoiily observed, 
that pride is not only abominable to (rod, 
put loathsome to man ; and of all prides, 
•• I IM Iv. IS, * rrov vxvl 17 
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this is the nmst pffeniive atid odkms ; fiir 
the pride which keepeth at home, wiiht!i a 
man’s heart or faiunr, not issuing fprth to 
trouble otlmrs, may undpod well be despised, 
as hugely silly and wm ; but that which 
l^eaketh out to the mtobanoe and vexa* 
iion of others, is hated as molestful and 
mischievous. 

7. Quietness adometh any profesidon, 
bringing credit, retqiect, and love thereto; 
but pragmtioalness is scandalous, and pro- 
cureth odium to any party or cause: men 
usually do cloak their pra^iatical beha- 
viour with pretences of zeal for public good, 
or of kindness to some party which they 
have espoused; but thereby they do^really 
cast reproach, and draw prejudice upon 
their aide: if it be a good cause, they do 
thereby wrong it, making it to partake of 
the bhune incident to such carria^re, as if 
it did produce or allow disorder; if it be a 
bad cause, they wrong themselves, aggra- 
vati^ the guilt of their adherence thereto ; 
for it is a less fault to be calm and remiss 
in an ill way, than busy and violent in pro- 
moting it Nothing hath wi*ought more 
pi ejumce to religion, or liath brought more 
disparagement upon truth, than boisterous 
and unseasonable zeal ; pretending in ways 
of p<assion, of fierceness, of rudeness to ad- 
vance them : a quiet sectary doth to most 
men’s fancy appear more lovely, than ho 
tiiat is furiously and foctiously orthodox : 
the ornament of a tneek and quiet spint ts 
(saith St. Peter) in GotTs sight, of great 
prices^ and it U also very ebtimable in the 
opinion of men. 

8. Quiet IS a safe practice^ keeping men 
not only from needless incumbrances of bu- 
siness, but from the hazarils of it, or being 
charged with its bad success : but pragma- 
ticnlness is dangeruus; for if things go ill, 
the meddler surely wiU be loaded with the 
blame : * the profit and commendation of 
prosperities will accrue to the persons ira- 
mediately concerned; but the disaster aiid 
damage will be imputed tc those who med- 
dled in the business; to excuse or ease 
themselves, men will coat the disgrace on 
those who did project or further tlie un- 
dertaking: he therefore that would be sc 
cure, let him Ik* quiet ; he that ioveth peril 
and trouble, let him be pragmatical. 

I 9. It is consequently a ^n’eat point of 
I discretion to bo quiet, it )ie]ding a man 
I pc^ and safety without any trouble ; aawl 
I ti is a inanifeht folly to be pragmatical, it 
I being only with care, ))ainh, and trouble, 

* va •m ^ rint Sift 
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to seek diesMKtts&ction to otlunra , «!iid daz^r 
to liiinself; itbolngalao to alTeet man;^ not 
ohIt inconveniences, but impossibilities* 

fs it possible nun to ^asp or 

compass an iniinitj|pf business? Tet this 
the prapaatical man seemeth to drive ^ ; 
for the businesses of other men are infinite, 
and into that abyss he plunjteth himself, 
who passeth beyond bis own bounds; by 
the same reason that he meddleth with any 
beside his own, he may undertake all the 
affldrs in the woitld ; so he is sure to have 
work enough, but firmt surely little enough 
of his pains* 

Is it imaginable that we can easily bring 
others to our bent, or induce men to sub- 
mit their business to our judgment and hu- 
mour? Will not he that attemptetli such 
things assuredly expose himbeli to disap- 
poii^ent and regret ? Is it not therefore 
wisdom to let evei^ man have his own Way, 
and pursue his concernments without any 
check or control from us? 

10. We may also consider, that every 
man hath business uf his own sufSdcnt to 
employ him ; to exercise his mind, to ex- 
haust his care and j)ain8, to take up all hb 
time and lebure.* To study hb own near 
concernments, to provide for the necessities 
and conveniences of his life, to look to tlie 
interests of his soul, to be diligent in hb 
calling, to dischaige fiuthfully and care- 
fully ml his duties relatmg to Cxod and man, 
will abundantly employ a nuui;t well it b, 
if some of them do not encumber and db- 
tract him: he that will set himself v ith all 
hb might to perform those things, will find 
enough to do ; he need not seek further for 
work; he need not draw more trouble on 
him* 

Seeing, then, every man bath burden 
enough on his shoulders, inii>osed by God 
and nature, it is vain to take on him more 
load, by engfjdng himself in the affairs of 
others; he will thence be forced, either to 
shake off hb own business, or to become 
ovorhurdt'ued and oppressed with more 
than ho can bear* It is indeed hence ob« 
aervaUe, and it needs must happen, that 
those who meddle with the business of 
others are wont to neglect their own ; they 
that are much abroad can seldom be at 
home ; they tliat know others most are least 
acquainted with themselves ; and the wise 
Hebrew, The wisdom of a ieomed man 
wmes by oppoiiunityoflmure 

and he that hath liitle 
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business shaU be wms^ (i rpdiu 

iufT§v Whence it is scarce 

possible that a prag^tical man should 
be a good man ; that b, such an one who 
honestly and carefully pe^ormeth the duties 
incumbent on him. 

Philosophers, therefore, generally have 
advised meu to shun needless occupatinns, 
as Ike certain impediments of a good and 
happy life ; they hid us endeavour &rx,av* 
immuf, to simplify omslises^ or to get into 
a condition requiring of us the least that 
con bo to do. 8t. Paul intended the same 
when he advised us, 

lSi«v vfpay'fAKTueut. not to bs sntan^led m the 
negotiations of life : ' and our Saviour, when 
he touched Martha for hniigtroiMed about 
many things,^ So far, therefore, we should 
be from taking in hand the aflO^rs of other 
men, that we bhoold labour to contract our 
own, and reduce them to the fewest that wc 
can ; otherwise we shall hardly attain wis- 
dom, or be al»le to perform otor duty.) 

11. But suppose us to have much spare 
time, and to want business, so that we are 
to seek for divertisexnent, and must for 
relief fly to curiowly;§ yet it b not ad- 
visable to meddle with the affairs of other 
men ; fhere are divers other wa^s more in- 
nocent, more safe, more pleasant, more ad- 
vantageous to divert oursehes, and satisfy 
curiosity. II 

Nature offeretli herself, and her inex- 
haustible store of appearances, to oiir con- 
templation; we may, wldiout any harm, 
and with much doUght, siurvey her rich 
varieties, examine her proceedings, pierce 
into her secrets. Every kind of animals, of 
plants, of minerals, of meteors, presenMh 
matter, whiTewith innocently, pleasantly^ 
and profitably to entertain our mindis. 
There ai-e many noble scienoes, by applj- 
ing our minds to the study whereof, we 
may not only divert them, but improve and 
cultivate them : the hbtunes of ages past, 
or relations concerning foreign countries, 
wherein the manners of men are descril)ed, 
and their actions reported, may afiferd us 
useful pleasure and pastime ; thereby we 
may learn as much, and understand the 
world as well, as by tlie most curious in- 
quiry into the present actions of men ; there 
we may observe, we may scan, we may tax 

mugisteHum. ^De iPaU. v. 
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the proceedings of whom we please, with* 
out any danger or offence : there ai*e extant 
numberless books, Wherein the wisest and 
most ingenious of men have laid open their 
hearts, and exposed their most secret cogi- 
tations unto us; in pursuing them we may 
sufficiently busy ourselves, and lot our i^e 
hours pass gratetVdly ; we may meddle with 
oursolvos^ studying our own dispositions, 
examining our principles and purposes, 
reflecting on our thoughts, words, and 
ac'tions ; striving thoroughly to understand 
ourselves: to do this we have anunque^ 
tioiiable riqht, and by it we shall obtam 
vast benefit, much greater than we can 
hoj>e to gtt by puddering in the designs or 
doings of others* Pragmaticalness, then, as 
it is very dangerous and troublesome, so it 
is perfectly Tieedless ; it is a kind of idle- 
ness, but of all idleness the most unreason- 
able:* it is at least worse than idleness, in 
St, Gregory NaziansenV opinion. For, I 
had rather (said he) he idle more than 1 
should^ than aver-h?tsif,^ Other considera- 
tions might bo added; but these, I hope, 
may be sufficient to restrain this practice, 
so unprofitable and uneasy to ourselves, 
and, for the most (tart, so injurious and 
troublesome to others. 

flu (tod of peave make us perfect in 
every good V'ord and teork^ through Jtims 
Christy to whom he glory far ever^ Amen, 


SERMON XXIII. 

OF 1 Hlfi LOVE or GOO. 

MiTTH, xxii. said unto him^ 

Thou sihdt loot the JUrrd thy God iritA 
ail thy heart. 

This text is produced by our Saviour out 
of Moses’s law,* in answer to a question 
wherewithfa learned Pharisee thought to 
ose or ptffizle hiin.t The question was, 
Vkhh //ws the great and first command^ 
ment in the lent ^ || a question which, it seems, 
had been examined, and determined among 
the doctors, in the buhools of those days 
(for in St. Luke/ to the like quostion in- 
timated by our Saviour, another lawyer 
readily yields the same answer, and is there- 
fore commended by our Saviour, with a 
rede respondUti^ thou hast answered right- 
ly;) so that had our Saviour answered 
otherwise, he had, we may suppose, been 
taxed of ignorance aud unskil&Iness; per- 

* AtiV KiXX* ilLhSin 
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also of error and heterodoxy ; to con- 
vict him of which, seems to have been tlie 
design of this Jewish trier or tempter (ffir 
he is said to ask trying^ or 

tempting, him,) But H^ur Saviour d^eats 
his ci^itious intent, by answering, not only 
according to truth and the reason of ffio 
thing, but apeeably to the doctrme then 
current, and as the lawyer himself out of 
his memory and learning would have re- 
solved it : and no wonder, since common 
sense dictates, that the law enjoining sin** 
cere and entire love toward God is ne- 
cessarily the first aud chief, or the most 
I fundamental law of all relirion ; for that 
I whosoever dod^i believe f he being of God, 

I according to the most common noii<m that 
I name Iwars, mtist needs discern himself 
I obligea first and chiefly to perform those 
I acts of mind and will toward him, which 
most true and eumest love do imply : dif- 
ferent cxpre«<Aions of love may be pre- 
scribed, peculiar grounds of love may be 
declared in several ways of religion ; but 
in the generaJ and main substance of the 
duty all will c^onspire, oil w'ill acknowledge 
really, that it is love we chiefly owe to 
God ; the duty which he may most justly 
require of us, and which will be most acN 
ceptahle to him. It was then indeed the 
great commandment of the old (or rather 
of the young and less }»eifeot) religion of 
the Jew'S, and it is no less of the more adult 
and improved religion which the Son of 
God did institute and leach: the difference 
only is, that Christianity declarcb more 
fully how wo should exercise it ; and more 
highly engages us to observe it ; requires 
more proper and more sul>&tantiai expres- 
sions thereof ; extends our ohligatirm as to 
the matter, and intends it as to the degree 
thereof: for as it represents Almighty God 
in hib nature and in his doings more lovely 
than any other way of religion, eitlmr na- 
tural or instituted, hath done, or could do ; 
so it prr>]^ortional>]y raises our obligation^ 
to lovo him : it is, as St. Paul speaketh, 

r« vm iragayytAiaf, the lobt drifts OT 

the supreme yitcli of the evangelical pro* 
fession^ and ULslitutiou, to lo\c; to love 
God first, and then our neighbour auJtsfa 
pure hearty and good consciertce, and faith 
unfeigned:^ it is the hmd^ or knot ii^tkat 
iwrfcdtoH wlilch the Gospel enjoins us to 
aspire to : it is the first aud principal of 
those goodly feasts ^ which the Holy iSpiiit* 
of Christ produoeth in good ChristiAUb. It 
w therefore plainly with us also thi‘ gj*eat 
oommajiidinent and chief duty $ chiefly great 

* 1 T im. i V H lU. 14. 
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in it« extent, in ita Worth, in, its 
end inltuenoe: most great it U, in that it 
doth (etoinently at least, idrtually) con- 
tain all other laws and duties of piety ; lh«^ 
being ai) as branches xnid^ up its body, 
or growing out of it as their root, St. Pahl 
saith of the love toward our neighbour , that 
it is a fnU pmformanae 

of the ooncerning him ; and that ail 
etmmutw^hnMe^ are recapu 

tvlatetf^ or summed up, in this one sayings 
Thou skaU 2otw tky neighbour as thyself 
and by like, or greater reason are all the 
duties of piety comprised in the love of 
God j which is the chief of those two hinges, 
ttpoa as otu: Saviour here subjoins, 

the whole kao and the jftropheth do hang.^ 
So great is this duty in extent : and it is 
no less in proper worth ; both as it imme- 
diately respects the most excellent and 
most necessary performances of duty (em- 
ploying our highest faculties in theu* best 
oiierations), and as it imparts virtue aiid 
lalue to all other acts of duty : for no sa^ 
cridee is acceptable, which is not kindled 
by this heavenly fire;‘ no oiTeriiig sweet 
and pure, which is not seasoned by this 
holy sdt ; no action is truly good or com- 
mendable, which is not conjoined with, or 
doth not proceed from the love of God ; 
that is not performed w ith a design to please 
God, or, at least, with mi opinion tliat we 
shall do so thereby. If a man perform any 
good work not out of love to God, but from 
any other |winciph, or for any other design 
(to please himsdif or others, to get honour 
or gain llirTcbv), how can it be a(‘ceptable 
to God, to whom it hath not any due re- 
gard ? And what action hath it for its prin- 
ciple, or its ingredient, becomes sanctified 
thereby, in gi’eat measure pleasing and 
acceptalde to God ; swh is tbc w orth and 
value thereof. It is also the great com- 
mandment for eflivacy and influence, boitig 
uaturoUy inroductive of obedience to all 
other conunmidmcnts ; esjiecially of the 
most genuine and sincere obedience ; no 
other principle being in force and activity 
comparable thereto (fear may drive to a 
comphancG with some, and hope may draw 
to an observance of others ; hut it is love, 
tliat with a kind of willing constraint and 
kindly violence carries on cheerfully, vi- | 
gorously, and swiftly, to the performance 
of all God's coiutnandments.i Jfanv man 
lore me^ t'aith our Saviour, he mu keep 
my woifJs to keep hi^ word is a natur^ 
and ui cobsai-y result of loi e to liim : This 

• Itom.xui *i,I0 Oal v *• Ma1t.xxn 40. 
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is the lose of God^ smth St. John, that m 
keep Ms commandmfUs^ and Ms command- 
ments are not grmous;^ it is the nature 
of that love to beget a free and delightful 
obedience:) such, then, is the subject of 
our discourse ; even the sum, the soul, the 
spring of all our relij^on and duty. And 
because it is requisite, both for our di- 
rection how to do, and the examinafion of 
ourselves whether we do as we ought, that 
we should understand what we are so far 
obliged to ; that wc may bo able to perform 
it, and that we be effectually disposed there 
to, 1 shall use this method : 1 will first 
endeavour to expkuti the nature of this love 
commanded us ; then, to show some means 
of attaining it ; lastly, to propound some 
inducements to the purchase and practic^c 
thereof. 

1. For the first part ; wo may describe 
love in general (for it seems not so easy to 
define it exactly) to be an affection or in- 
clination of tlie soul towuvd an object, pro- 
ceeding from an apprehension and esteem 
of some excellency or some convenieucy 
therein (its beauty, worth, or u&efulnchs\ 
producing thereupon, if the object be ali- 
sent or wanting, a proportionable desire, 
and ounsequeiitly an endta\our to obtain 
such a propriety therein, such a possession 
thereof, such an ajiproximntion or union 
thereto, as the thing is capable of ; also a 
regret and displeasure in the failing so to 
obtain it ; or in the want, absence, and loss 
thereof; likewise begetting a complacom‘e, 
satisfaction, and delight in his presenct*, 
possession, or enjoyment; which is more- 
over attended with a good-will thereto, 
suitable to its nature ; that is, with a de- 
sire that it should orrii e unto, and continue 
in its best state; with a de%ht to perceive 
it so to thrive and flourish; with a displea- 
sure to see it suffer or decay in anywise; 
with a consequent endeavour to advance it 
in all good, and preserve it from ail evil. 
Whicli description containing the chief 
properties of love in common, do in some 
sort (not to insist upon abstracted notions, 
or iu examples remote from our purjiost) 
all of them well agree to that love which 
we ovve to God, a<‘Cording to the tenor o^‘ 
this law, and iu the degree therein ex 
pressed ; that is, in the best manner and 
highest degree ; for even of this divine love 
the chief properties (prerequisite thereto, 
or intimately conjoined therewith, or na- 
turally resulting from it) 1 conceive ore 
these; — 

1, A right aiiprolionsion and firm per- 
suasion concerning God, and consequently 

> 1 Johu V. 3. 
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a high esteem of him as most excellent in 
himself and most beneficial to us: for such 
' is the^firame of our soul, that the percep- 
tive part doth always go before the appeti- 
tive^ that affection follows opinion, that no 
object otherwise moves our d<>sire, than as 
represented by reason, or by fancy, gf»od 
unto us: what effect will tho goodliest 
beauty, or the sweetest harmony, have upon 
him who wants sense to discern, or judg- 
ment to prize them? TWh is our natural 
way of acting; and according to it, that 
We may in due measure love (4od, he must 
a))pear proportionahly amiable, and de- 
sirable to us; we must entertain worthy 
thoughts of him, as full of all perfection 
in him«<elf; as the fountain of all good; as 
the sole author of all that happiness we 
can hope for, or receive: as he, in pohses- 
sion of whom we shall poas(‘ss all things 
desirable; in effect and virtue, all riches, 
all honours, all pleasure, all good that we 
are capable of ; and without whom we can 
enjoy no real good or true content : which 
<‘Steom of him, how can it otli(»rwise than 
btget afiection toward him? If the faint 
resomhlanees, or the slender participiitions 
i»l' such excellcncje> ( that ineorapreheii 
Ml>le wisdom, that uncontrollahle ptjwer, 
that unconfined bounty, that imblcimhheci 
purity, which are unit* din him, and shine 
from him with a perfect lustre; if, 1 siy, 
the \ cry faint rosemblancf's, and iraj)crfc<t 
partici])ati<ms of these c\ci llencies ) disp- 
el rned in other fhim^, are apt to roist* our 
admiration, and allure our aft’eetiem toward 
them; i^ thi* glimmering of some small 
inconsiderable benefit, the shadow of real 
profit disooiercd in these inferior empty 
tinners, is able so strongly to attract our 
v\ es, and fix our hearts upon them, why 
.Oiould not from a like, but s<* much greater 
cause, tho like efieet nroceedr whence can 
if he that the apprehension of an object so ; 
infinitely lovely, so incomparably beneficial I 
(if Ta>t passing (’ursurily through our fan- 
c) , but deeply impressed uiion our mind) 
should not projiortionably affect and in- 
cline us towar^I him with all that desire, 
that delight, that good-will whirli ai’e pro- 
per to lose? If we think, as tho Psalmist 
did, that fArre w n >n,e in herwen or in earth 
romparohU' to (Jod^ (oom]»arabh‘ in essen- 
tial perfection, comparable in Inmefieial 
infiuenee), why should w^e not Ik* ili^o&cd 
also to say with him, Whom have I in hea- 
ven hit thee? and there h none vpon earth 
that T def^ire heMee thee,^ Such a reve- 
rent esteem is tlie proper foundation upon 
which true loA^e is built, and which upholds 
P««J. Kjfxix. 6. » Fsal. Ixxiil. 'io. 
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it: whence, as the love of Ood doth oobk 
monly denote aU the duties of so 

doth fear (op reverence to bixA^kewilo 
in scripture-style oomprehobid siul express 
them all ; it being the rooS from whence 
love doth sprout, and by wliich it is nour- 
ished; it being the beginniog of that true 
wisdom by which we embrace and fasten 
our affection upon the sovereign good.^ 
Hence we may observe, that those devont 
persons, whoso hearts were iullesi of this 
love, their minds were most employed ia 
meditation upon the ihvine excellencies, 
and upon llie beneficial emanations from 
them in bounty and mercy upon the crea- 
tures ; their tongues being tuned by their 
thoughts, and their inward esteem break- 
ing forth into praise. JRveru day^ all the 
day hnft^ at edl times did they bless (Jod^ 
praise his mrne^ speak of his righteousness, 
show forth hie salvation f as the P&almist 
expresses his practice, arising from love 
enlivenetl by the esteem of God, and the 
apprehension of his excellent goodness; 
from whence also tlmt strung faith, that 
constant hope, diat cheerfiu confidence 
they' reposed in him ; that hearty approloi- 
tion of all his counsels and purpos<»s ; that 
full acquiescence of mind in his proceed- 
ings ; tiiat entire submission of tlieir under- 
standing to his discipline, and resignation 
of their will to liis good pleasure; that 
yielding up themselves (their souls and 
bodies, their lives and goods) to his dispo- 
sal, wbh all the like high efiects aud preg- 
nant signs of love did flow : hut, 

2. Another property of this love is an 
earnest desire of obtaining a propriety in 
God: of pos.ses.sing him. in a manner, and 
enjoying him; of approaching him, and 
being, St) far as may be, united to him. 
When we stand upon such terms with any 
person, that we have a free access unto, 
and a familiar iiitercour<)e with him; that 
bis conversation is profitable and dt light- 
fid to us ; that we can upon all occasions 
have his advice and assistance; that he is 
always rt‘ady in our needs, and at our de- 
sire, to employ what is in him of ability 
for our good and advantage, we may be 
said to own siu*!) a person, to possess and 
ei\joy him; to he tied, as it wore, and 
joined to him (as it is smd the soul of Jona- 
than was knit to the soul of David, so that 
he loved him as his own sovlJ^) And such 
a propriety in, such a |H)sscssion of, such 
an alliance and conjunction to himself, 
God vouchsafes to them who are duly 

* Compare Psal. cxiti. 17 , IS; xx \1 ttS; 
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far so greaife & good. He vm md 
ashamed^ saith wie Apostle coocernitig tlie 
faithful patriarchs, to be caUed their God;^ 
to be appropriated in a manner unto them ; 
and, He that acknowledgeth the Son^ saith 
St. John concerning good Christians, 

hath (or possesseth) the Fa* 
ther also: and to seekf to find; to draw 
near to; to cleave unto; to abide with, to 
abide in ; • and such other phrases^ fre- 
quently do occur in scripture, demoting 
that near relalion which good men stand 
in to\iard God; implying that he afibrds 
them a continual liberty of access and 
coming into his especial presence, that he 
admits them to a kind of converse and 
communion u ith himself, fiill of spiritual 
benefit and delight;* that bearing an espe- 
dal good-iivill and favour toward them, he 
is disposed to exert his infinite wisdom and 
power in their behalf; is ready to impart 
all needful and convenient good unto them 
(help in tboir needs, supply in wants, pro- 
tt'ction in dangers ; the direction, assistance, 
and comfort of hi** Holy Spirit ; pardon of 
sins and peace of conscience ; tdl the bless- 
ings of grace here, and all the felicities of 
glory llereaftor ;) such an interest, as it 
were, in God, and a title unto him, such 
a possession and enjoyment of him we are 
capable of obtaining: and as that eiijcjy- 
ment is in itself infiiiitely above all tilings 
desirable; so, if we love God, w'e cannot 
surely but be earnestly desirous thereof: a 
cold indlfTereney about it, a faint wishing 
for it, a slothful tendency »f‘<T it, arc 
much on this ride love ; it will inflame our 
heart, it will transpoi't our mind, it will 
beget a vigorous and U^’ely motion of soul 
toward it: for love, you know, is (‘ominon- 
l\ resembled unto, yea even assumes the 
name of fire; for it warms the breast, agi- 
tates the spirits, quickens all the powers 
of soul, and sets them on work m desire 
and pursuance of the beloved object: you 
may imagine as well fire without heat or 
activity, as love witliout some ardency of 
desire. Loeigim and thirsting of s^; 
fainting for, com panting after; crying out, 
and stretching forth thehamstoward God 
such are the expresbions signifying the 
good Psalmist's love; by so apt and so pa- 
thefical resemblances doth ho set out the 
vehemency of his desire to eiyoy God. I 
net. d not add concerning endeavour; for 
that by plain consequence doth necessarily 
follow desire: the thirsty sotil will never 
l>e at rest till it have found out its conve- 
nient refreshment : if we, as David did, do 
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long after God, we shal] also with him ear* 
nestly seek God; hor ever bo at rest till we 
have found him. Coherent with this is a 
3. Third property of this lovo, that is, 
a great complacence, satisfaction, and de- 
light in the enjoyment of God: in the sense 
of having such a propriety in him ; in the 
partaking those emanations of favour and 
beneficence from liini; and consequently 
in the instruments conveying, in the means 
conducing to such enjoyment: for joy and 
eonltmt are the natural fruits of obtaining 
what we love, what we much value, wh;it 
we earnestly desire. Yea, uliat wc cliicfiy 
love, if we become possessed thereof, ho 
easily rest .satisfied therewith, although all 
other comforts be wanting to us. The 
covetous person, for instance, who dotes 
upon his wealth, let him be pinched viiih 
the want of conveniences ; let liis bi»dy be 
wciiricd with toil ; let his mind be distracted 
w ith care ; let him be surrounded with td)- 
loquy and d]hgra(*e — at mikt jdando ipse 
dotm; he nevertheless enjoys himself in 
beholding his beloved pelf: the ambit irms 
man, likewise, although his state be full of 
trouble and disquiet ; though lu' he tbo 
mark of common eim and hatre^d ; though 
he be exposed to nxany crosses and dangers ; 
yet while he stands in power and dignltv , 
among all those thorns of care and 
his heart enjoys much rest and plcasiu’c. 
In like manner we may observe tboM» pious 
men, whose hearts were endued with this 
love, by the present sense, or assured hope 
of enjoying God, supporting th<‘i»selves 
under all w ants and distress^ s ; rejoicing, 
yea, boasting and exalting, in their aittie- 
tions;^ and no wonder, while they eon- 
eeived themselves secure in the T)ohsobbit)n 
of their hearts' wish; of that which they 
incomparably valued and debired above all 
things; which by experience they ha\e 
found so comfortable and dciicioub : O taste 
and see (exclaims llie Psalmist, inspired 
with tins passion), 0 taste and see that the 
Lord is good: How excellent is thy loving* 
kindness, O Lord! TIunj (they who enjoy 
it) shall be abundantly satisfied with ike fat* 
ness of thy house, and thou shall make them 
drink of the river of thy pleasures ; A day 
in thy courts is better than a thousand; My 
soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness:'" so did those devout pracliserh 
of this duty express the satisfaction tht'y 
felt in God^ and in those things whereby 
he did impart the ei\}oymeut of himself 
unto them. So did the light of Gods coun- 
tenance cheer their heart ; so did his loving* 
kindness apfiear better than life itself unto 

^ rmkp Vi 23 , I F#t |v 13 , tlom. t 34 Col. i. 24. 
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tftem. Hence do they so frequently enjoin 
and exhort us to he glad; to delight ovr- 
selves; to ghry; to rejoice continually in 
the Lord;^ in the sense of his ^oodness^ in 
th(‘ hope of his favour; the doing so being 
an inseparable property of love ; to which 
wo adjoin another. 

4 . The feeling much displeasure and re- 
gret in being deprived of such enjoyment ; 
in tlH‘ absence or distance, as it were, of God 
from us ; the loss or lessening of his favour; 
the subtraction of his gracious influences 
frf»m us : for surely answerable to the love 
we bear unto any thing will be our grief 
for the want loss thereof : it was a shrewd 
argument which the poet used to prove that 
men loved their monies better than their 
friends, because — majore tvmuUu phran- 
ternummi^ quam Jmera — they more la- 
mented the loss of those thim the death of 
, (licse : indeed, that which a man princi- 
pally affects, if he is bereaved thereof, be 
his condition otherwise how prosperous 
and comfortable soever, he caunot be con- 
tented ; all other enjoyments become im- 
savoury and unsatisfactory to him. And so 
it is in our case, when God, although only 
for trial, according fo his wisdom and g<K»d 
Icasiirc, hides his face, and withdraus his 
and ; leaving the soul in a lind of deso 
lotion and darkness ; not finding that ready 
aid ill distress, not feeling that cheerful vi- 
vacity in obedience, not tasting that sweet 
relish of devotion, which have been usually 
afforded thereto : if love reside in the heart, 
it will surely di^pose it to a sensible grief; 
it uill inspire such exclamations as those 
of the Psalmist ' How Umg^ Lord^ wilt thou 
hide thy fnevt Hide not thy /me from thy 
^ermnt^for I am in trouble: Turn unto me 
an ordittg to the multitude of thu tender mer- 
rier : Draw nigh unto my soul and redeem 
it.^ Even our Saviour himself in such a 
case, when God seemed for a time to witli- 
di aw the light of his eountenance and the 
protection of his helpful hand from him (or 
to frown and lay his heavy hand upon him), 
had his soul extremely 

grieved mil full of deadly ai^vish ;• neither 
surely was it any other cause than excess 
of love, which made that temporary de- 
sertion 60 grievous and bitter to him, ex- 
torting from his most meek and patiemt 
heart that woful complaint, My God^ my 
(rod^ why hast thei forsaken mf But 
cially when our iniquities have (as the iSro- 
j diet expesseth it) stptarated between ^ur 
God and us ; and our sim hone hid his jace 

' Noh. U. S5 , Paal. Iv. C i IxUi. 8 : xxxUl. 1 ; xxxli 
11, o\.3, cvii IJ; xvxvH.4 ** l*Hal Uxxix 4^i, 
Ixix. IG , XXX. 7 , xUi. 8. ■ Matt. xx>i 36 , xxvh. 4li. 


from US: when that thkdi chudhuth eclipsed 
the light of his countenance, and inter- 
cepted his gracious influences;* when by 
wilfully uflcndlng we have, as the Israelites 
are said to have done, rejected our God^ 
cast him off^ and driven kirn from «s, ** so 
depriving ourselves of primriety in him, 
and the posoession of hig favour, then if 
any love bo alive in us, it will prompt us, 
with those good men in their penitential 
agofies, to be grievously sensible of, and 
sorely to bewail that our wretched con- 
dition; there will mt^ if we so heartily 
love God, and value his favour as they did, 
he any soundness in imr fleshy tcrrest in our 
bones, our spirit will be overwhelmed wahin 
us^ and our heart within us desolate. Our 
heart wiU be smitten and withered like grass 
upon the consideration and sense of so in- 
estimable a loss. Love will render such a 
cemdition vtsey sad and uneasy to us ; will 
make all other delights innpid and distaste- 
flil ; all our life will become bitter and bur- 
densome to ufc ; neither, if it in any measure 
abides in us, shall we receive content, till 
by humble deprecation we have regained 
s<»me glimpse of God’s favour, home hope 
of being rclnHtatcd in our pobsession of 
hiro.^^ Further yet, 

5 . Another property of this love is, to 
hear the highei^ good-will toward God ; so 
as to wisli heartily and effectually, accord- 
ing to our power, to procure all good to 
him, and to delight in it ; so as to endt^a- 
voUT to prevent and to remove all evil, if 
I may so speak, that may hefkll him, and 
to be heartily displeased therewith. Al- 
though no such benefit or arlvantage can 
accrue to God which may increase his es- 
sential and indefectible happiness ; no harm 
or damage can arri\o that may impair it 
(ft»r he can be neither really more or less 
rich, or glorious, or joyful, than he Is;** 
neither have our desire or our fear, our 
delight or our grief, our designs or our en- 
deavours, any object, any ground in those 
respects ;) yet hath ho declined, that tlierc 
be certain interests and concernments, 
which, out of his abundant gWHlness and « 
eundesoeiisioii, he doth tender and prose- 
cute as liis own : ^ as if ho did really re- 
ceive advantage by the good, and prejudice 
by the bad success, respectively belonging 
to thorn ; tliat he earnestly dehires, and is 
greatly delighted with some tbin^, very 
much didikes, and is grieroualy dispicaseil 
with other things: for instance, that he 

■ Isa Ux S : J«r v. S5 , Isa. xliv. SO. v ) 
viii 7, X V «Pi»al vJ xxxY. xxxmUiH dU.qvxx. 
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l>em R fftthwly toward his croa- 

lures, and earnestly desires their welfare; 
and delights to see them ernuy the prood 
he designed them ; as aiso dii^es the con- 
trary events ; doth commiserate and con- 
dole their misery ; that he is conseqdently 
well j^eased, when piety and justioe, peace 
imd order (the ohi^ means conducing to 
oqr welfare), do flourish ; and displeased, 
vh^n impiety and iniquity, dissension and 
disorder (those certain sources of mis^ief 
to us), do prevail ; that he is well satisded 
with our rendering to him that obedience, 
honour, and respet^t, which are due to him ; 
and highly offended with our injurious and 
disrespectful behaviour tow^d him, in the 
comuussion of sin and violation of lus most 
just and holy commandments : so that there 
wants not sufficient matter of our exercis- 
ing good-will both in affection and action 
toward (rod ; wc ai‘e capable both of nich- 
ing, and (in a manner, as he will interpret 
and accept it) of doing good to him, by 
our concurrence with him, in promoting 
those tlungs which he approves and delights 
in, and in removing tlm contrary. And so 
surely shall wc do, if wc truly love God; 
for love, as it would have the object to 
be its own, as it intends to eT\joy it, so It 
would have it in its best state, and would 
put it thereinto, and would conserve it 
therein: and would thence contribute all 
it is able to the welfare, to the oriiameut, 
to the pleasure and content thereof. What 
is it (saith Cicero) to Irwc, but to will or 
desire^ that the person loved shovld receive 
the greatest good that can bet* l^ove also 
doth reconcile, conform, and unite the in- 
clinations and affections of him wlm loves, 
to the inclinations and affi^ctioub of him 
who is beloved j eadem velk^ et eadem nolle ^ 
to cement in liking and disliking of things^ 
if it be not the cause, if it be not the for- 
mal reason or essence, as some have made 
it, it is at least a certain effect of love. If, 
then, we truly love God, we shall desire 
that all his designs prosper, that his plea- 
sure be fulfilled, that all duty beperfomio-l, 
all glory rendered to him: we sludl be 
grieved at the wrong, the dishonour, ilie 
disappointment he receives: especially we 
slialt endeavour in our own practice, with 
holy David, to perform vet Su^/tcam 
avTfiv, all that God mlUf desires, or de- 
lights in ; to eschew whatever offends him. 
Our desire, our delight, our endeavour, 
will conspire with and be subordinate to 
his : for it would be a strange kind of love 

* Uu)d est anuure, niul velle bonis aliquem aIHci 
RiNlin ttkSjumU IV, de Fxiu 2. 

* Acts xili, n. 


that were consistent with thi* voluntary 
doing of that which is hurtful, injurious* 
or offensive to that we lo\e ; such actions 
being the proper effects, the natural signs, 
of hatred and enmity: If ant/ mm say^ I 
love Ood^ and hatM his brother^ lie is a 
Uar^ saith St. John; and, If my man seetk 
Ms brother need^ and shutteth kis bowels to* 
mrd him^ how doth the love of God abide 
in himf^ He that in his aficetions is so 
unlike, 80 contrary unto God ; he that is 
imwiliing to comply with God's will in so 
reasonable a pertornumce ; he that, in a 
matter wherein God hath declaimed him- 
self so much concerned, and so affected 
therewitl), doth not care to cross him, t(» 
displease and disappoint him ; how cun he 
with any sliow of truth, or with any mo- 
desty, pretend to love God? Hence it is, 
that keeping of God's commandments is 
commonly rq)resented to us us the most 
proper expression, as the surest argument 
of our love to God: showing mercy to 
thousands of them thit love wc, and keep 
my vomnhundinents they are joii od to- 
gether as terms equivalent, or as insepa- 
rable <‘ompanions in effect ; He tljit hath 
my commandments ami keefteih them^ he it 
is that hreth me : Ye are my friemh (that 
is, not oidy objects of mj affection, but 
actively friends, bearing affection unto me; 
if ye do whatsoever J (o/tmamd you^> saith 
our Saviour: and,TV 3 ioso heepeth kis word 
in Mm is the hve of God truly pcrfwted,^ 
(he hath the truth and sincerity ; he hath 
the integrity and cunhummation of love ; 
without it, lo\e is wholly false and coun- 
terfeit, or very lame and imperfect; so the 
loving aiul beloved discj\ile ti*aches us.) 
For by doing thus, as W’e signify (»ur esteem 
of God's wisdom wliich directeth us, our 
dread of his power and justice that can 
punish us, our hope in his goodness and 
fidelity Ui rewjird us, our regard to his 
in^;eMy and authority over us; so espe- 
cially thereby (if our obedience at least bt» 
free and cheerful) we exjjrcss our gi»od- 
wiil toward him; showing thcrt*l>y, that 
wc are disposed to do him all the good, ami 
l^atify him all we can ; that his interests, 
his honour, his content, are dear and pre- 
cious to us. And were indeed our hearts 
knit unto Gcrfwitli this bond of perfection, 
we could not in our wiUs, and cotiHcquenily 
in our practice. In* so sev<Ted fhun him;’ 
wc should also love heartily all virtue and 
goodness, the nearest resc^mbJances of' him, 
and which he chiefly loves; wo should do 

b IJohn iv. 20{ lit. 17. > K\od. xv. fi. 
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what David so oft professes liiiDsolf t«> do, 
love his law^ and greatly delight in his aotn^ 
mandments. With oiur Saviour, we should 
delight to perform kis vdU; it would (as it 
was to him) be our meat aasd ovr drink to 
do it ; his yoke wmdd he easy indeed, and 
hh burden light unto us; liis ^oke so easy, 
that we should wear it rather as a jewel 
about our necks than as a yoke ; his bur- 
den so light, that we sliould not feel it as 
a burden, but esteem it our priviJege." We 
should not be so dull in apprehending, or 
so slack in performing duty ; for this sharp- 
sighted affection would presently discern, 
w ould readily suggest it to us ; by the least 
intimation it would perceive what pleaseth 
tvod, and would snatch opportunity of do- 1 
ing It: we should imt need any arguments j 
to persuade us, nor an) force to compl | 
us ; love would inspire us w ith sufficient | 
vigour and alacrity; it would urge and 
’stunulate us forward not only to uwlk in^ 
but (‘ven, as the Psalmist expresseth it, to 
iun the ways of f/od’s vmnmaudinenth.^ 

Hut let Urns much serve for explication 
<tf tliC nature of this dutv ; in order, as 
was before said, to the direction of our 
jji'fictice, and cxannnalion thereof: the 
’articular duties mcnti<med being compre- 
leudtd in, or ajipcrlaiuiag to the love of 
(iod, if w«‘ perceive that we practise them, 
we ina) to our satisfaction and comfort infer, 
that proport ionahl) we are tiidued with < 
tlux grace; if not, we have reason (such 
Jis should h*»gct remorse and pious sor- 
row in ns) to suspect we abide in a state of 
diviffcetion or of iTidiffi rency toward him. 
If wo find the feiraer good disposition, we 
should strive to cherish and improve it; if 
the second bad one, we should we ten- 
dtr our own welfare and happiness, ns we 
would avoid nttei ruin and miser)) endea- 
vour to remove it. 

11. To the effecting of which purposes, 

! shall ne\t propouml some mc’ana condu- 
<d>le; como in way of removing obstacles, 
others by immediately promoting the duty. 

Of ^he first kind are these ensuing: — 

J. The destroying of all loves opposite 
to the love of God, extingidshmg all affec- 
tion to things odious and offensive to God: 
iuortif)ing all corrupt and perverse, all un- 
righteous and unholy desires.® It agrees 
with Houlb no less than with iHidios, that 
t ley cannot at once move or tend couti*ary 
ways; upward and downw’ard, liackward 
and forward at one time; it is not jiohsiblc 
we should together truly esteem, earnestly 

«p*Bl , 1 . 7 ; 3 ,^ 70.47»a4, 
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desire, hour sincere good-will to filings in 
nature and inclination quite repugnant each 
to other. No man ever took him for his 
real friend, who maintains correspondence, 
secret or open, who joins in acts of hostility 
with *hi.H professed enemies : at least we 
cannot, as we ought, love God with our 
whole heart, if with any part thereof we 
affect his enemies j those which are mor- 
tally and irrcccmcileably so ; as arc all ini- 
quity and impurity, all inordinate lusts both 
of flesh and spirit : the carnal mod* (the 
minding or affecting of the flesh) is (St. 
Paul tells us) enmity toward God; for it is 
not subject to the Imo of God^ nor can he; ^ 
it is an enemy, even tlie worst of enemies, 
an incorrigibly obstinate rebel against God ; 
andean wc then, retaining any love to God 
or ]>eaee with him, comply and conspire 
therewith ? And, tlw frieimhip of the wrld 
(that is, 1 suppose, of thosSe corrupt prin- 
ciples, and those vicious customs which 
usual!) prevail in the world) is also (St. 
Janies tells us) enmity with God; so that, 
he add^, ifemy man he a friend to the world*^ 
he is thereby constituted^ (he immediately 
ipso facto bceunies) an enemy to God, St. 
John affirms the same; If any man lose 
the iwrid, the love of the Father is not in 
him explaining himself, that by the world 
he moans those tliiugs whicli are most 
generally embraced and practised therem : 
the lust, or desire, of the flesh (that is, 
«Mnsiiality and intemperance), the lust <f 
the eyes (that is, envy, covetousness, vain 
curiosity, and the like;, the ostentation, or 
boasting, of life% (that is, pride, ambition, 
voiii-glory, airogauce), quAlities as irre- 
concileably opposite to Uui holy nature and 
w ill of so altogether inconsistent with 
the love of him: liegetting in us an aver- 
sation and antipathy tow'ar£i him ; render- 
ing bis holiness ilistastcful to our Sections, 
and his justice dreadful to our consciences ; 
and himself conseipiently, his will, his law, 
his pre-^enoe, hateful to us; while we take 
him to be our enemy and to hate us, we 
shall certainly in like maimer stand affected 
toward him ; tliis indeed is the mam obstacle, 
the removal of which will much facilitate 
the introduction of divine love; it being a 
great step to reconciliation and friendshipi, 
to be disengaged from the adverse part) i 
w-'O should then easily discern the beauty of 
divine goodness and sanctity, when the 
mists of ignorance, of error, of corrupt 
prejudice, arising f^m those gross carnal! 
affections, were dissipated ; we should bet- 
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ter relish the sweet and savoury gracet^ of 
God, when the palates of our mmds were 
purged fbom vicious tinctures ; we should 
oe more ready to hope for peace and favour 
in hib eves, whenuur conscienoes were freed 
from sense of such provocations and 
defilements. But, 

2. If we would obtam this excellent grace, 
we must restrain our alTections toward all 
other things, however in their nature inno- 
cent and indifferent* The young gentle- 
man* in the Gospel had, it seems, arrived 
to the former pitch ; having through the 
course of his life abstained from grosser 
iniquities and impuritiob;* so far, that our 
Saviour, in regard to that attainment of 
hib, conceived an affecticm for hiinf (he 
loved him, it is said,) yet was not he suf- 
ficiently <lisposedto love God; being in ofte 
thing opjicient^^ that he retained an immo- 
derate affection to his wealth and worldly 
conveniences; with wluch sort of aifectious 
the love of (jod cannot consist : for we much 
undervalue God, and cannot therefore duly 
love him, if we deem any thing comparable 
to him, or consideridile in worth or useful- 
ness when he comes in competition ; if we 
deem that thc^ possession of any other thing 
beside him can confer to our happines**, or 
the want thereof can prejudice it, and make 
ns miserable; no other love should bear 
any proportion to the love of him ; no other 
object should appear (as indeed none really 
is) simply good, desirable, or amiable to us. 
What value St. Paul had of his legal qua- 
lifications and privileges, the saoie should 
we liave concerning all other things in ap- 
pearance pk asant or convenient to us they 
ought, iu regard to God, to i^eem danu^e 
md dung it not only mean and despi(*able, 
but even sordid and loatbscmu* to us ; uol 
only unworthy of our regar<l and <lesire, 
but deserving our hatred and abh(»r]'(mcy ; 
we should, I say, even hate the litst of 
them ; so our Saviour exprt'sseth it : JJ any 
$mn doth not hftie his father and his nmtJur^ 
his wife and his children^ hh brothers and 
sistins^ and wen his own soul (or hiv own 
life), he cannot he my disciple i^ that is, if 
any man retain in his heart any affection 
lUit infinitely, as it were, less than that 
whi**h he bears to (rod ; if any thing bc' in 
coroparison dear and precious to him, he is 
not disposed to entertain the main point of 
Christ's discipline, the sincere aud entire 
lo\ e of God. I'o hee hm^ as he requires, 
uilh all (/ur hearty implies, that our heart 
h« filled with his love, so tliat no room be 
left foT any other passion to enter or dwell 
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there. And indeed such, if we observe it, 
is the nature of our soul, we can hardly 
together harbour earnest or serious affec- 
tions toward different objects; one of them 
will prevail and predominate ; and so do- 
ing, will not suffer the other to remain, hut 
will extrude or extinguish it : no heart of 
man can correspond with two rivals, hut, 
as our Saviour toacheth us, it will hate and 
des^dse one^ vdll hve and stick to the other; 
whence he infers, that tve cannot serve (that 
is, affectionately adhere to) both God and 
mammon,'" lf*we have, according to the 
Psalmist's phrase, set our hearts up<m tvealth, 
and will he rich (are resolved to bt*, as St. 
Paul expreaseth it;) if we eagerly aspire 
to power and honour, with the Pharisees, 
pref(*rring the applause of men before the 
favour God;^ if any worldly or bodily 
pleasure, or any curiosity how plausible 
soever, nath seized u]ton our spirits and 
captivated our affections ; if any inferior ob- 
ject whatever, with its apparent splendour, 
sweetness, goodliness, oonvenienco, hath so 
inveigled our fancy, that we have an ex- 
ceeding esteem thereof, and a greedy ap- 
petite thereto; tliat we enjoy it with huge 
content, and cannot p^ from it without 
much regret that thing doth at present 
take up (iod's place within us; so that our 
heart is micapabk*, at least in due measure, 
of divine love; but if we he indifferently 
affected toward all such things, and are 
unconcerned in the presence or absence of 
them; e‘‘teoming them as they are, mean 
mid vain, lovmg them as tlu‘y deserve, as 
infeiior aud trivial; if, aeeording to St. 
Paul’s direction, mw use them as tf uv> iwd 
ih(‘m not/ it is another good slej» toward 
the love of (Jod; the divine light will shine 
more brigiitly into so calm and senme a 
mcditifii; a soul void of oth< r affections w’lU 
not be only iiion* capable to ret‘eive, but 
apt to suck in that heavenly one; being in- 
sensilile, in any considorabh* degree, of all 
other comforts and complact mes, we shall 
he apt to search after and reach out at that 
which alone can satisfy our understanding 
and satiate our desires; especially if we 
aikl hereto, 

3, The freeing of our hearts also from 
immoderate affection to ourselves (I mean 
not from a sober desire or an earnest re- 
gard to our own true good ; for this, as 
nature eiifoiTi*8 to, so all reason allows, 
aud even God's command obligeth us to ; 
nor can it be excessive ; but a higli conceit 
I of ourselves as worthy or able, a high cim- 
! fidence in any thing we have within us or 
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about u.sO this is a verjr strong bar 
against the* entrance^ asof all other charity, 
si» (‘Specially of tliis ; for aa th© love of an 
external object doth thrust, as it were, our 
soul outwards towards it ; so the love of 
ourselves detains it within, or draws it 
inwards; and consequently these inclina- 
tions crossing each other cannot both have 
effect, but one will subdue and destroy 
the other. If our mind be — ipaa suu con- 
tmta honis — aatixfied mih her own (taking 
them for her own) endowments, abilities, 
or fancied perfections; if we imagine our- 
selv(‘s wise enough to perceive, goo(l enough 
to choose, resolute enough to undertake, 
strong enough to achieve, constant enough 
to pursue, whatever is conducible to our 
r(‘al happiness and best content ; we shall 
not care to go further; we will not he at 
trouble to search abroad for that which, 
in our opinion, we can so readily find, so 
• etssily enjo} at home.* If we so admire 
and float u}>on ourselves, we thereby put 
ourselves into God's stead, and usurp the 
tlironc due to him incur hearts ; comparing 
oursedvos to (liod, and in effec^t prefer- 
ring oursohcH before him, thereby con- 
sequently shutting t)ut that unparalleled 
esteem, that prudominant affection we owe 
to him ; while w o art busy in dr(*ssiiig and 
dt'cking, in courting and worshipping, this 
idol of our fancy, we shall be estranged 
from the true object of our devotion ; both 
we shall willingly neglect him, and he in 
juw^t indignation will desert us. Hut if, 
as all other things^ st* won ourvelws, do 
appear esceedingly vile and contemptible, 
foul and ugly , in eoiuparlsim to (iod ; if 
w e take oiir$ctrt*.s to bt* (as truly we are) 
uh*r(‘ nothintrs^*^ or '■omethings worse ; not 
<»nly destitute of jill considerable perfW*- 
tiniis, but full of great defects ; blind and 
fond in our coneeits, eroobed and perverse 
in our wills, infivin and unstable in all oiu* 
powers; unalde to disccTn, unwillmg to 
embrace, backward to sot upon, ineon- 
sbuit iu pros(»ruting, those things which 
are truly good and adv.siit}igcoub to us; if 
we have, I say, this rigid opinion and judg- 
iiu»nt of oursedves, s«‘eiiig within us notlung 
lovely or desirable, no proper object there 
of our eslrciu or affection, no bottom to 
rest our mind upon, no gi‘ound of solid 
eoinforl at home, we shall llicn be apt to 
look abroad, to tlirect our eyes, and settle 
our affections upon somewhat more excel- 
lent in itself, or more liencffcial to us, that 
seems better to deserve our regard, and 
more able to supply cur defects. And if 
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all other things about us Appear alike de« 
formod and deficient, unworthy our affoo* 
turn, and unable to satisfy our desires ; then 
may we be disposed to seek, to find, to 
fasten and repose our soul uj^n the only 
prop«sr object of our love; in whom wo 
shall obtain all that we need, infallible 
wisdom to ^ide us, omnipotent strength 
to help us, infinite goodness for us to ad** 
mire and enjoy. 

These are the chief obstacles, the re- 
moving of which conduce to the begetting 
and increasing the love of God in us. A 
soul so cleansed from love to bad and filthy 
things, so emptied of affection to vain and 
unprofitable tilings, so opern and dilated by , 
excluding all conceit of, all confidence in 
itself, Is a vessel proper for the divine love 
to be infused into : into so large and pure 
a vacuity (os finer substances are apt to flow 
of themselves into spaces void of grosser 
matter) that free and moveable S]>irit of 
divine grace will be ready to succeed, and 
therein to disperse itself. As all other 
things in nature, the clogs being removed 
which hinder them, do presently tend with 
all their force to the place of their rest 
and well-b(>iiig; so would, it scums, our 
souls, being loosed from baser affections 
obstru(*ting them, willingly incline tow^ord 
God, the natural centre, us it were, and 
bosom of their affection; would resume, 
as Origeu spe^aks, that natural philter (that 
intrinsic spring, or incentive of lov e) trhieh 
afi creatures nave toward their Creator 
ospeeially if to tliese we add those jwsitive 
instruments, which are more imixudiately 
and directly subservient to the production 
of tills h»ve; they are these: — 

1, Attentivi' consideration of the divine 
IHTfertiuns, with endeavour to obtain a 
right ajid clear apprehension of them. 

2. The consideration of (iod’s works 
and actions; bis works and actions of na- 
ture. of provulemv, of grace. 

ff- Serious regard and reflection upon 
the pt»culiiir bfmefits by the divine good- 
ness vouchsafi d to ourselves, 

4. An earnest resolution and endeavour 
to perform God'h commandments, although 
uptm inferior (‘on->iderations of reason; upon 
hope, fear, desire to attain the benefits of 
olK'dience, to sliun the mischiefs from sin. 

5. Assiduous prayer t<» Almighty God, 
that he in mercy would please to bestow 
his lovo upon ns, and by his grace to w oi*k 
it in US. 

But 1 must forbear the prosecution (if 
tiiese things, rather than furtiier trespas** 

f keetkmfJiQateUf ri itfit VM 
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upon your patience. Let us conclude all 
with a good Collect, sometimes used by 
our Church: — 

O who hast taught us, that all our 
doings without ckoaity are nothing worthy 
send thy Holy Ghost ^ asid pour iwty our 
hearts that tnost excellent gift of charity^ 
the very bond of peace and of all virtues^ 
vnthoui which mhosoecer IhM is counted 
dead before thee; grant this for time only 
Sm Jesus Christ's sake. Amen, 


SERMON XXIV, 

OP TUS LOVE OP GOD. 

♦Matth. xxii. 37 , — Jesus sai/l unto him. 
Thou shalt hoe the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart. 

Which is the great commandment f was the 
question in answer whereto our Saviour 
returns this text; and that with highest 
reason (discernible by o\ery man), for that 
of necessity the love of God is the principal 
duty we owe unto him : the great duty in- 
deed, as being largi‘*)t in extent, and com- 
)>rehending in a manner all other duties 
of pioty ; as that which exceeds in propr 
woi*th amd dignity (employing the noblest 
faculties of our souls in their best opej a- 
tions upon the most excellent object), as 
that which communicates virtue unto, and 
hath a special influence upon, all other 
duties ; in fine, as that which is the sum, 
the soul, the spring of all other duties : in 
diseoiu'siug whereupon, I did foruierly 
propound this method : — first, to declare 
the nature thereof ; then, to show some 
means a]>t to begtt and improve that excoU 
lent virtue in us ; lastly, to propose some 
inducements to the practice thereof. 

The first part 1 endeavoured to perform, 
by defcribing it according to its essential 
prop<Tties (common to Io\e in general, and 
more particularly to this), of duly csteeni- 
5ng (rod, of desiring, according as we arc 
capable, to possess and enjoy liim, of re- 
ceiving dcHgld and satisfaction in the en- 
joyment of him, of feeling displeasure In 
being deprived hereof, of bearing good- 
will unto him, expressed by endeavours to 
please him, by delighting in the advance- 
lucht of his glory, by grieving when he is 
dis^crved or dishonoured. 

Tlie next part I also entered upon, and 
ofli'rtMl to consideration those means, which 
serve chiefly to remove the impediments of 
our love to (ilod; which were — 

1.1 he sujipressing all affections oppo- 
site to this; all perverse and corrupt, all 
unrighteous aud unholy desires. 
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2. The restraining or keeping within 
bounds of moderation our affections toward 
other things, even in their nature innocent 
or indifferent. 

3. Tlie freeing of our hearts from immo- 
derate affection toward ourselves; from all 
conceit of, and confidence in, any qualities 
or abilities of our own ; tlie diligent use 
of which means 1 did suppose wo^d con- 
duce much to the production and iqprease 
of divin(‘ love within us. 

To them I shall now proceed to subjtMU 
other instruments more immediately aiiU 
directly subservient to the same purpose : 
whereof the first is — 

1. Attentive consideration upon the di- 
vine perfections, with endeavour to obtain 
a right and clear apprehension of them ; ** 
as counterfeit wortli and beauty receive 
advantage by distance and darkness; s<» 
real excellency, — si propius stes, te capiet 
magis, — the gi’cater liglit you view it in, 
the nearer you apj»roach it, the more 
sti‘ictly you examine it, the more you will 
approve and like it : so the more we think 
of God, the better we kiu>w him, the fuller 
an<l clearer conceptions we hav^* of him, 
the more wc sliall bo apt to esteem an<l 
desire him ; the more excellent in hiius(*lf, 
the more beneficial to us he will appear. 
Hence Ls the knovvlevlge of God repre- 
sented in holy writ not only as a main iii- 
strumont of roligif»n, but as an cssi‘iitial 
character thereof;* as equivalent to the 
being well affected toward God: O con* 
time (saith the Psalmist) thy looingMiid* 
ness unto them that know thee: that is, to 
all religious people. And, This (saith our 
Saviour) is hfc etemat, to know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent ; knowledge of them implying ail 
good affections toward them: iu» on the 
other side, ignorafiee of God denotes dis- 
affection or want of aftection t<>w'ard God: 
JVfJW the sons of Hit (it is sai<l) n'cre sons 
of Belial; they htev) not the Lord: and, 
lie that looeth not (saith St.John) doth 
not know God;^ the want of 'love to God 
is an evidciit sign, a natural cftcct of igno- 
rance concerning him: indeed, considering 
the nature of our mind, and its orn^iary 
method of operation, it seems impossible 
that such pcrfuelion discerned siiould not 
beget answerable reverence and affection 
thereto : if beautiful spectacles, harmonious 
sounds, fragrant odours, delicate savours, 

* 4 rSv irmSthf Stit ntit mfi Stw 
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do necessarily and certainly please the re- 
spective senses ; why .shoiJd not with the 
like sui\‘ efficacy the proper olyocts of our 
mind affwt it, if duly rej>respnted and 
conveyed thereto ? If the wit of the most 
ingenious artists, the cunning of the deep- 
est politicians, the wisdom of the sagest 
phil(»sopbers, are but mere blindness and 
stupidity in conipariRon to the witwlom of 
(irial ; the lowest instance or expression of 
whose wisdom Hns his folly ^ as 

ISt. J^aul sp(*aks) U imer than weti^^ doth 
excel the results of man’s highest wisdom ; 
yet them wc admire and commend in men, 
hy then do we not mueh more adore the 
divine wisdom ? If the abilities of them 
who dexterously manage great business, 
or achieve prosperously great exploits, are 
indeed mere impoteuev m regard to God’s 
jmwer ; wlmv (tliat is, the sniall- 

est eflccts of whose power)^ is, as SI, l*aul 
again tells us, fttron^tr than men^ surpasses 
the utuiost results of human endeavours; 
vet those tliitms in men we extol and eele- 
brate, how < ati we then forbear to reve- 
r<*iice the divine power'" If* the dispensers 
of frei'sf and largest bounty iuuong men, 
the n(»l>leHl patriots, the ino-^t mumticenf 
Ixmefaetors, the most tendt»rl\ affocti<malc 
friends, be in respect of (rod unworthy to 
be etniiitt‘d or called good (as our Saviour 
tells us, 1 / ye hehtjf hul^ htoir to t(Wf f»ood 
and, There is notir i^ood hut 
vet such persons arc iimcli behaved and 
Jijijdaiided : how then ean wn alistain from 
paying the like measure of affect ion and 
respeet to the divine goodness? If good 
<iualities so Inferior and defeetivc obtain 
.so mueh fnnn us, whence comes it that the 
infinitely superior jukI most peHc<‘t excel- 
leneies of (iod do not beget in their pro- 
portion a suitable regard and veneration 
in iLS toward h.m? whence, if not eithu* 
from our not firnilj believing them, or not 
rigiitl) apprehending them, or not atten- 
tively considering them? Our belief of 
iliem in gross and at largo, we may suppose 
as eonnected with the belief of (jod’s exist- 
ence, and iueludi'd in tin.* very notion ol 
(iod ; Ibo delect, therefore, must proceed 
from the remaining causes, want of a right 
ajiprcheusion, or neglect of attentive con- 
sideration about tiiem. As to tlie first of 
these : it is common Ibr men to have con- 
fused, imperfov't, and wrong conceptions 
afiout the divine attributes, especially in 
the recesses of them mind ; w Inch although 
they spare to utter with tludr mouths, yet 
they vent in their practice ; if wc, for in- 

1 <'or. 1. iJA, 
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I stance, ima^o tliat wc can comprehend 
I the extent of God’s dcsip^s, or fatiboin the 
depth of his counsels ; if we measure and 
model his reasons of proceeding according 
to our fancy (as if his thou^hU were as our 
tHougktSy anil his ways as our ways or, 
as if ho did see as man sees t) if we can hless 
ourselves in followitig our own inw^hiations^ 
counsels, and devices, although n^puguant 
to the resolutions of divine wisdom taking 
these not to befit, or not to concern us, as 
we find many in tlie scripture reproved for 
doing; we gi’catly mistake and undervalue 
that glorious attribute of God, his wisdom ; 
and no wonder then, if we do niit upon 
account thereof duly r<*\ererice and love 
God: likewise if w'e, eoneeriiing the dhine 
power, conetdtthat, notwiilistandingit, wo 
shall be able to accomplish our unlawful 
designs ; tliat we may, jis it is in Job, har- 
den our hem'ls as(ninst bim^ anil jtrosjier; 
that vve can an vwise citlur wilhMand or 
evade his power (ius also many are intimated 
to do, in si-ripturc;'* even generally all 
tho^e who dare presumptuously to otiend 
God), wo also misconueive of that excel- 
lent attribute ; and the conteiapl of God, 
rather than love of him, will tlieneo arLe. 
If, concerning the divine goodmss and 
lioliues*., wt iiuagiuo that God is disaf- 
fected toward his ercarures (antecedently 
to all demerits, or bud qualiiications in 
them), yea indiiVerent in affection toward 
them; inelinublc to do them harm, or not 
propeh-^eto do tlKiu good; if we deem him 
apt to bt* hiu'sh ami rigorous in his pro. 
ccediugs, to exact perfhrniauces uu'jiiitablc 
to the strength he hath given us, to impose 
burdens intolerable upon us; will not such 
thoughts 1)0 apt to breed in u.s toward Ciud 
(as liiey would toward any other person so 
disposed) ratlier a servile drt-ad (little dif- 
ferent from dovvnriglit hatred;, or an hos- 
tile aver^atiou, tlian a genuiiie rev*erence, 
or a kindly atteetion tov^ard hiin:^ If* wo 
faney him, like to pettish man, apt to he 
displeased wiihouf eausc, or beyond mea- 
sure, for our doing somewliat innocent 
(ueitlii‘r had in itself, nor prejudieal Ut 
piiblie or j)rivale good), or tor our omit- 
ting lliat, vvhieh no law, iir^ good reason, 
plainly ruiuin*ss of us; what wrill such 
ihougnts but sour nor spirits toward him, 
moke us fearful and suspiciotu of him ; 

fAtvu, Put. de x. 
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which sort of dispositions are inconsistent 
with true loye? If, on the other side, we 
jadge him fond and partial in his affections ; 
or slack and easy, as it were, in his pro« 
ceedings; apt to favour ns although we 
neglect him ; to indul|^e ns in our ^s, or 
connive at our miscamages; will not such 
tiioughts rather incline us in our hearts to 
slight him, and in our actions insolently to 
dally with him, than heartily and humbly 
to love him? If we conceit his favour pro- 
cured, or his anger appeased by petty ob- 
servances, perhaps without any good rule 
r(>ason affected by ourselves ; when we 
neglect duties of greater worth and con- 
science, fhe more weighty matters of the 
Lmo; what is but instead of God to 
reverence an idol of our own fancy; to 
yield unto him (who is only pleased with 
holy dis})OAition6 of mind, with real effects 
of goodupsv) not duties of humble Jove, but 
acts of presumption and flattery ? But if, 
contrariwise, wo truly conceive of God’s 
wisdom, that bis counsels arc always 
throughly good, and that we are con- 
cerned both in duty and interest to fol- 
low them, although exceeding the rca<‘b 
of our understanding, or contrary to the 
suggestions of our fancy ; concerning his 
power, that it will certainly interpose it- 
self to the liinderanoc of our bad projects, 
that it will be in vain to contest therewith, 
that we must submit unto, or shall be 
crushed by his hand ; concerning liis g^HKl- 
ncas, that as he is infinitely good and be- 
nign, so he is also perfectly holy and i)ure; 
as he wi^heth u^ all good, and is ready to 
)>romote il, so he detesteth our sins, nor 
will suffer us to do liimself, our«»elvcs, and 
our neighbour any wrong; as most boun- 
tiful in ^bjwnsing his favours, so not pro- 
»ligal of them, or apt to cast them away 
such as little value them, and do not 
endeavour to answer them; aa a faithfid 
rewardcr of all true virtue and piety, so a 
severe chastiser of all iniciuity and profanc- 
nesH; as full of mercy and pity towiird 
them who are sensible of their unw’urthi- 
ness, and penitent for their faults, so an 
implacable avenger of obstinate and incor- 
rigible wickedness; in fine, as a true friend 
to us, if wc be not wilfiAl enemies to him, 
and desirous of our welfare, if w'e do not 
perversely render ourselves incapable there- 
<»f; sowitlial jealous of his own honour, 
resolute to maintain and vindicate his just 
authority, carefid to uphold the interests 
of riglil and truth, and to show the dis- 
tinction ho makes betwoim good and evil ;•* 
if He liuM*, I say, nuch conc*eptions of God 
s isa. i, Uib, 1 . IS, Fb«1. > 4 . xl 5, &c. 


(agreeable to what his word and his doings 
represent him to us), how can we otiier- 
wise than bear a most high respect, a most 
great affection unto him i A prince, sure- 
ly, endued with such qualities ; wise and 
powerful, good and just together; tender- 
ing the good of his people, yet preserving 
the force of his laws; designing always 
what is best, and constantly pursuing his 
good intentions; tempering bounty iftid 
clemency with needful justice and severity ; 
we should all commend and extol wor- 
thy of most affectionate veneration ; how 
much more, then, shall we be so afiected 
toward him, in whom we apprehend all 
those excellencies to concur without any 
ini|M?rfection or allay? especially if by at- 
tention we impress those conceptions upon 
our hearts ; for how true and proper so- 
ever, if they he only slight and transient, 
they may nut sufiice to tms intent; if they 
pass away as a fiasii, they will nut be able 
to kindle in us any strong affection. But 
if such abstracted consideration of the di- 
vine perfections will not alone wholly avail , 
let us add hereto as a further help toward 
the production and increase of this divine 
grace in us. 

2. The consideration of God’s works 
and actions; his works of nature, his acts 
of providence, liLs w orks and acts of grace ; 
the careful int'ditatingupon these will he apt 
to breed, to nourish, to improve, and aijg- 
ment this affection. Even the conU‘nipla. 
tion of the lower works of nature, of this 
\uihlo fi-aine of things (upon which indeed 
many persiiieuous characters of divine per- 
fection, of immense power, of admirable 
wisdom, of abundant goodne^'S, are en- 
graven), hath in many minds excited a 
very high degree of reverence and good 
afiectioii towiu-d God : the devout est per- 
sons (the holy Psalmist* partieuiarlj) we 
may observe mcquent in this practice, in- 
fiaining their hearts with love, and ele- 
vating them in reverence toward God, by 
surveying the common works of God, by 
viewing and (oiuddering the magnificent 
vastness and variety, the goodly order and 
beauty, the constant duration and stability, 
of those things we see ; in remarking the 
general hemnty and munificence w ith which 
this great Patetfumiliat hath provided tor 
the necessary sustenance, for the foiive- 
nience, for the deftfuce, for the ridief, for 
the dcUght and satisfaction of his creatures: 
even in the contemplation of these things 
being ravished with admiration and affec- 
tion, how often do they thus exclaim: O 
Lvtd^ hov) manifold are thy worhs^ in wis» 
t Psol. vih. xix. eilv civ. exhU. 



OP THE LOVE OP GOa 


^CRMON ltXlV.3 

(hm hmt thov made them all. The earth is 
full of the goodness of the Lord: the earthy 

0 Lord^ is full of thy mercy ^ Orent is our 
Lord^ and of great power; his understand- 
ing is iufiniU: All thy works shall praise 
theOy OLord:^ uith such reflections, I 
ii]>on those common, ^et atlmiralfle and 
excellent works of Gorl (which we perhaps 
with a regardless e)e unprofitaUj psuis 
o>er) did those good men kindle and Wient 
pious aflectioiis toward God. The same ef- 
fect may also the considering tho very com- 
inon proceedings of divine provideuce be- 
get ill ub ; such as arc* discernible to every 
attentive mind both from history and daily 
experience; considering God's admirable 
condescension in regarding and ordering 
human aifairs both tV>r common heneflt, 
and for relief of particular necessities, his 
supplying tlie general needs of men, re- 
lieving the poor, succoiming the weak and 
helpless, jirotecting and \iiulicating the 
opjircssed, his seasonable encouraging and 
rt warding the good, restraining and chas- 

the had: e\pn such observations are 
proiluctive of love 1o God in those who, 
according to that duty intimated by the 
prophet, do regard th works oj the Lord^ 
tml consider the opt rations of Ins hands; 
They who are wis * , and ivill ohseme these 
things^ they (as the Psalmist tells) shall 
uiulerstnnd the loiang-kMnesh of the Lord 
niiderstand it prncliiallj, so as to he duly 
aflcctid tlurc‘l>^; and so ac'tordingly wc 
find the eonsider ation i»f tlu se things ap- 
plied hy IhcgiMat guides wid patterns of 
our de\olH»n. But t*spe<’ially the study and 
eout<*mpUti< n of those more high and rare 
pri»ee(*ding^ of (hul, in managing his p-a- 
cious design of our redemption from sin 
and misery, wherein a w isdom sounseairh- 
able and a goodness so lutomshing declare 

1 hemsclv es, as 10*0 most proper and efleetual 
means of begetting diMne h»\e; if the eon- 
sid4*ratiou of (iod’s et<*rnuJ eare for our 
welfare, of his disecuding to the lowest 
condition fur our sake, of Ids w illingly un- 
dertaking and patiently undergoing all 
kinds of inconveiiienee, of disgrace, of bit- 
ter pain and sorrow for us; of his freely 
offering us nu^rcy, and earnestly wiioiug 
us to receive it, even when offenders, when 
enemies, when rebels against him ; of Im 
hearing with exceeding patience all our 
nt‘glcct» of him, all our injuries towai*ds 
him ; of Ids jircparing a troasuro of pt^rfect 
and endless bliss, and using all means pus- 
aible to bring us unto the possession tliere- 

i Ptial. \xtlii &, evix. C4, evlv to , cxlvii. 4, ke. 
S Isii V. U, eMl xxviU.b, ovU U, Ixu.S. cxi.2, 
Ixwu. It ; cxliU. A. 
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of ; if, I say, considering tho^e wonderful 
strains of goodness will not aflhet us, what 
can do it? How inisorably cold and damp 
must our aflections be, if all those power- 
ful rays (so full of heavenly light and heat) 
shining through our minds cannot inflame 
them? how desperately hard and tough 
must our hearts be, if such incentives can- 
not soften and melt tliein? Is it not an 
apathy more than stoical, more than stony, 
wldch can staud immoveable liefore so 
mighty inducements to passion? Is it not 
a hotTidly prodigious inseusibihty to think 
upon such expressions of kindness without 
feeling affection reciprocal? But if tho 
consideration of God’s general and jpublic 
beneficence will not touch us sufficiently, 
let U8 farther hereto adjoin, 

3. Serious reflections upon tlie peculiar 
(personal or private) benents by the diviiio 
goodness vouclisafed unto ourselves. There 
is, r supp/we, scarce any man, who may 
not, if he be not very stupid and regardless, 
have observed, iK'side the (‘ominou effects 
of God's universal care and bounty where- 
in he partakes, even some particular ex- 
pressions and testimonies of diiim favour 
dispense4l unto him by God’s hand v.apl to 
convince him of (iod’s especial providence, 
cai*c, and good-will to him pai^icularly, and 
thereby to draw him unto God), both in 
relation to his temporal and to his spiritual 
state; in preventing and preserving him 
fiom mischiefs iimninent, in opportune 
r»dief, when he was pressed with want, or 
siirpiised b;^ dantrer; in dii’ectiiig him to 
good, and divirling him from 
nuui’s experience, 1 say and suppose, will 
inform him that he hath received many 
such benefits from a hand, invisible indet*d 
to sense, yet easily discernible, if he do at- 
tend to the circumstances wherein, to the 
siasons, when they come. It is natural to 
every man, being in distress from which ho 
cannot l»y any present or visible means ex- 
tricate himself, to stretch fortli his hand 
and lift up his v oiee toward heaven, makhig 
his recourst* to divine help ; and it is aa 
natural for God to regaisl the needs, to 
hearken to tJie cries, to satisfy tho desirci* 
of such jMjrsoiH ; for, The Lord is nigh to 
all that call upon him * he oftength his hand^ 
and sati'^t th the desii e of every Iwing thing . 
lie will Ac a refuge to the oppressed^ a re- 
fuge in times of trouble . lie siUhJieth the 
longing soul^ and fiJleth the hungry soul with 
goodness: They that seek the Lord sfudl tud 
mmt any good thing: l^ok the genera-^ 
turns of old ^ and see; dul ever any iiust in 
the Lord^ anti um forshbenf or whom did 
I he ever despise that called vptm hint f This 
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poor man (thin, and that, any poor man) 
rrwd^ and tlte Lord heard kim^ and sofoed 
him out of (dl his troubles:^ since, then, 
no man in all likelihood hath nut some oc- 
casion of (iod*s esjtecial favour and assist- j 
ance, and God is dways so rea<ly to afford 

them, VC may reasonably presume that 
every man doth sometime receive them, 
and IS thereby obliged to return a grateful | 
affection to him, not (mly as to a common 
lK*nefactor, but as to his particular friend j 
and ivatron. However, there is none of us ! 
who may not perceive himself singularly 
indebted to God’s patience in forbearing to 
punish him, to his mercy in pardoning and 
passing over innumerable offences cojn- 
niitted against him: tlie renowne<l peni- 
tent in the (rospel did love mitch^ become 
much mih forgiven her; ® and whc» is there 
of us, that hath not tho same reason to 
love nmeh? who is there that, at leasUu*- 
t‘c»rding to G(»d’s inclination and intention, 
hath not had much foriTiven him? whom 
liav(' not t/o* rUhee of divine goodness and 
hng-vtffering attended utwm in order to hU 
repenioneey^ Who hath not been in 
great degree ungrateful, unfruitful, and 
unprofitable, tl)at he hath not abundant | 
reason to acknow ledge God’s especial grace I 
in bi'aring with liim, and to confess w'lth 
Jacob, th«it lie U U'ss than the least of all 
God's mercies?^ If any such there were, 
he should have no leas cause to be oiffecU^d 
with th4‘ abundariec of that grai'c, which so 
preserved him from sins and provocations. 
For if we staud, it is ho that vpholdefn ns ; 
if we fall, it is he that raiseth it jaliis 
tfrpcoLil favour that either wo avoid sin, 
oi*, '■inning, escajx* punishment. Now then, 
(timI having by many real evideiucs do- 
eliWTd i-iieh ]>aiiieular affection toward us, 
can we, considering thereon, do otherwise 
tbfin s^ny to ourselves, after St. John, Nos 
etgo dfligoMtis Denm^ qutmam pi ior tUleHt 
nos; Let UH therefore love 6'urf, bemuse 
(Jod first loved vs surely in all ingenuity, 
according to all equity, w e are bound to do 

; the reason and nature of tilings doth 
require it of us: all other loves, even those 
of the baser sort, are able to propagate 
thenisehes (to continue and enlarge their 
kind), are commonly fruitful and effectual 
in producing their like;* how strangely 

then, unnatural and monstrous is it, that 
this love only, this so vigorous and perfect 
love, should be barren and impotent as it 
were? If you hoe those that lave you (saith 

• TAP Ti»r«wr’ Soph. 

' fiial cjflv. U>, l> 4 ‘, evn 8 xxxiv. ti, lu; ix. 9; 
KrtduH «, 10 «< liUki* OL 47. " llotn h 1. 
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our Saviour) what reward have youl^ (what 
reward can you pretend to for so common, 
so necessary a performance?) do not even 
the publicans do the same f) the })ublicans, 
men not usually of the best natures, or 
tenderest hearts, yet they do thus.) And, 
again, saith he, Jf you love those wfu) love 
you, what thank is it f for even sinners love 
those that hoe them ;• (siimers, men not led 
by conscience of duty, or regal'd to reason, 
but hurried with a kind of blind and violent 
force, by instinct of nature, do so much, 
go so far.) If thus men, both by nature 
and custom most untractable, the least 
guided by rules of right, of reason, of in- 
genuiiy, yea, not only the most barluirous 
men, but even llie most savage beasts, are 
sensible of courtcaies, return a kind of af- 
fect ion unto tlitiiu who make much of them, 
and do them good ; what temper are we 
of, if all thiit bounty we experience cann< it 
move us ; if God's daily loading us with his 
benefits, if bis erouming us with lomig-Mnd- 
ill s6 and U vdei' merries, if all thost* showers 
of blessings^^ which he continually pourcth 
down upon our heads, do not produce some 
gf)od dcgi'cc of coiTcspondent affection ni 
Us? It cannot surely proceed altogether 
fiom a wretclh'd hdseness of disposition, 
that we are so cold and indifferent in our 
ailection toward God, or arc sometimes so 
averse from loving him; it must rather in 
gi'oat pai't <*ome from our not ohierving 
careiiilly, not freiiuently calling to mind, 
nut earnestly cuii.sid(Ting, what God iiath 
done lor u'*, how exceedingly we stand ob- 
liged to his goodness, from our Ibllowing 
that untoward generation of men, who 
were not, it is said, mindful of the /ro/t- 
drrs which Cod dirt among the m ; who rc- 
i/iembered not his hand, nor the day that he 
delivered them,^ rather following, 1 say, 
such (Mrelessand heartless people^* (so they 
are termed), than imitating that excellent 
person’s discretion who constantly did set 
Gods lomng-kindness before his eyes,^ who 
frequently did thus raise his mind, and 
rouse up his affections : Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and all that is unthin me bless his 
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits; who forgioetk all 
thine iniquities, and healeth aU thy diseases. 
It is not for want of the like expe- 
rience, or the like obligation, but for want 
of the sainc wisdom, of tho some care, of 
the same honest consideration and dili- 
gence, that we do not the like. 

To these means 1 add that, 

' Matt. V. 45 " Luke vi 3*2. ^ Psal Ixvlfi. 

19, rlu H, xwiv . yt> "Nvb.u. 17: 1 »h. 
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4. A ftpocial help to breed in us this holy 
disposition of* soul, will he the setting our- 
selves in good ejirnest, with a strong and 
constant resolution, to endeavour the por- 
forinanco of all our duty toward God, and 
keeping his cominajidinenls, although upon 
inferior eonsiderations of reason, such as 
we are capable of apjdying t(» this purpose ; 
regards of fear, of hojK\ of desire to avoid 
the mischiefs arising from sin, or attaiiung 
the henofitb ensuing upon virtue. If we 
cannot immediately raise our hearts to that 
higher pitch of acting from that tiobier 
principle of Ioa e, let us ho^ ever apply that 
we can reach unto practice, btri\ing as we 
are able to perform what God requires of 
us; exerc’ising ourselves, a's to materia! 
acts, ill keeping a conscience void of often<M5 
toward God and toward man ; tiie doing 
which, as it may in time discover Uie excel- 
lency of goodness to our mind, so it will by 
degrees reconcile our affections thereto*; 
then, by God’s blessing (who grai*iousIv 
regards tlie meanest endeavours towm’d 
g<jod ; who dp^jriseth not the day of small 
ihittfrs; who w'ill not tjmnch the smohuig 
flax^ nor Irreah the hnihed leed from do- 
ing goofl (lut of i! sober regard to our own 
welfare, we shall come to like it in itself, 
and consequently to love him, unto wh<»so 
nature, and to whose will, it renders us 
conforniaMo : for as doing ill breeds a dis- 
like to poodness, and an aversatinn from 
him wlio hiui'Helf is full thereof, and who 
rigorously exacts it c»f us ; as a bad con- 
science removes expectation of goo<l from 
Gotl, aufl b<*gets a susfiicitin of ca il from 
hhn, <N)usequeutl^ stitling all kindne^b to- 
ward him ; bo, doing well, we shall become 
acquainted with it, and friends thereto ; a 
hearty approbation, estt^em, and good-liking 
thereof w ill ensue ; finding by experitmee, 
fhiit indeed the v»uyh of wisdom, Airtue, and 
piety, are ploasantness, and all her paths 
arc peace ; that the fruits of coiibciontious 
practice are health to our bod) and to our 
bold, security to our cblatc and to our re- 
putation, rest in our mind, and comfort in 
<mr coiiscieiice : goodnt'ss Aiill become pre- 
cious in our eyes, and he A\ho commends 
il to us, being himself essential goodness, 
will appear most venerable and most ami- 
able, we shall then bi^orae disiio^ed to 
rendx*r him, wliat we perceive he host de- 
serves, entire rivwenee and affection, 

5. l$ut 1 commend furUier, as a most 
iiecessai’y mean of attaining this disposi- 
tion, assiduous earneat prayer unto (rod, 
that he would in mercy bestow it on us, I 
and by his grace work it in us ; which prac- 

* Im. xUi 1 ; Zoch. IV 10. 


lice is indeed doubly ccnducible to this 
purpose ; both in way of impetration, and 
by real ^eacy: it will not foil to obtain 
it as a gift from God ; il will help to pro- 
duce it as an instrument of God’s grace. 

Upon the fii*st account it is absolutely 
necessary ; for it is from God’s free repre-^ 
sentatiou of Wmself as lovely to our minds, 
and drawing our hearts unto him (although 
ordinarily in the use of the means already 
inentioued, or some like to them), that 
this affection is kindled ; our hare consi- 
deration is too cold, our rational discourse 
too faint : we cannot sufficiently recollect 
our wandering dioughts, we cannot strong- 
ly enough impress those proper incentWea 
of love ujjon our hearts (our hearts so 
damped with sensmil desirts, so clogged 
and pestered wnih earthly inclinations)," so 
as to kindle in our souls this holy flame ; 
it can only he effected by a light shining 
from God, by a fire coming from heaven : 

all others, so more especially this queen 
of graces must proceed mun the J^’ather of 
lights, and Giver of all gmul gifts : he ahme, 
who love, oiin be tin* parent of so goodly 
an offsjndng, can beget this livel) iinagt* of 
himself writhin us : it is the priiiei]iaJ fratt 
of God's Hfdy Spirit nor can it grow from 
any other root than from it ; it is called the 
love of the Spirit^ as its most signal and 
peculiar effect : in fine, the lore of GW/, as 
St. Paul i xpressly teaxdios us, h shed abroad 
in our hearts hy )he Holy Spirit given mto 
us ; ^ given, but that not without asking, 
without seeking : a grace so excellent, God, 
we may be assured, will dispense ; a 
gift so precious he will not bestow on them 
who do not care to look after it, who will 
not vowhsafe to beg it: if we are not 
willing to acknowledge our want thereof; 
if w^e reffuse to express oui* de«ire of it ; if 
Avc will not show that w'c regal’d and Aahie 
it ; if, wh(‘n God freely ofl*ers it, and in- 
vites us to receive it (he doth s<» by ofler- 
ing his Holy Spirit, the fountain thereof, 
unto us), wc will not decently apply our- 
selves to him for it ; how can we expect to 
obtain it ? God hath propoiirded this con- 
dition (and it is surely no hard, no grievous 
condition), if uv ask toe shall receive; be 
hath expressly promised that fie mil give 
his Spirit (his Spirit of love) to them who 
ask it! wc may be therefore sure, perform- 
ing the condition duly, to obtain it ; ami 
as sure, neglecting that, we deserve to go 
without.® 

Prayer, then, is upon Uda account a need- 

* Gal. V. 22. s Emu. xv. ao. 
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ful m<*ans ; and it is a very profitable on© 
upon the score of its own immediate ener* 
gy or virtue : for as by familiar converse 
(together with the delights and advantages 
attending thereon) other firiendships are 
begot and nourished^ so e^en by that ac- 
quaintance, as it VI ere, with God, which 
devotion begets, by experience tlierein how 
sweet and good he is, this affection is pro- 
duced and strengthened. As want of inter- 
course weakens and dissolves friendship,* 
M> if we seldom come at God, or little con- 
verse with him, it is not only a sign, but 
will he a cause of estrangement and dis* 
afiection toward him: according to the 
nature of the thing, prayer hath [peculiar 
advantages above other acts of piety, to this 
effect : therein not only as in contempla- 
tion the eye of oiu* mind (our intellectual 
part) is directed toward God ; but our af- 
fections also (the hand of our soul by wbicli 
w^o eiiibra<*c good, the feet thereof by which 
we pursue it) are drawn out and fixed upon 
him ; w e not only th^cin behold his ex- 
cellencies, but in a manner feel them and 
enjoy them ; our hearts also being thereby 
softened and warmed by desire beeoiiie 
mure su^'ceptive of love. We do in the per- 
formance of this duty a[)prouch nearer to 
God, and consequently God draws nearer 
to us (as jSt. James assures : JDraw near, 
saith he, unto God, and he will draw nettr 
to you),^ and thereby we partake more fully 
and strongly of his gracious influ(‘nees; 
therein indeed he most fireely eormuuni- 
catofi his grace, therein he makes us most 
bcnsible of his love to us, and thereby dis- 
posoth ns to Jove him again. 1 a<ld, that 
ti’uc (fervent and h(*artj) prayer doth in- 
clude and suppose some acts of love, or 
some near toiidencies theretr» ; whence, as 
every habit is corroborated by acts of its 
khid, w» by this practice divine love will be 
confirmed and increased. These are the 
means which my meditation did suggest 
as conducing to the production and growth 
of this most excellent grace in our souls. . 

111. 1 should lastl) propound some in- 
due i merits apt to stir ua up to the endea/- 
vour of procuring it, and to the exercise 
Ihereot, hj representing to yonr conside- 
ration tlie blessed fruits and benefits (both 
by way of natural causality and of reward) 
ai^Tuitig from it ; as also the woful consc- 
queneob and mischitdh springing from the 
want thereof. How l>cing endued with it 
perfects and advances our nature, render- 
mg it in a manner and degree divine, by 
resemblotu i‘ to God (who is full thereof, 

^ JtUiibA iv. S. 


so full that he is called love), by approxi- 
mation, adherence, and union, in a sort, 
unto him: how it ennobles us with the 
most glorious alliance possible, rendering 
us the friends and favourites of the sove- 
reign King and Lord of all, brethren of 
the first-born, whose names are written in 
heaven; enriches us with a right and title 
to the most inesdmable treasures (those 
which eye hath mt won, nor ear heard, nor 
haoe entered into the heart of man to von- 
cewe, which Godlmthprepurm for them that 
love him),^ a sure possession of the Mipreroo 
good, of all tliat God is able to bestow, all 
whose wisdom and power, whoso couustl 
and cai’e it eternally ciigageth for our b<»- 
nefit ; how all security and w elfarc, ail rest 
and peace, all joy and hapjnness, attend 
U[)on it ; for that the Lora jrrvserveth all 
them that love (preserveth tliein in 
tim enjoyment of all good, in safety from 
all danger and mischief), and that to thoee 
who love Ood, all things co-operate for their 
good:* how incomparable a sweetness and 
delight accompany the practice thereof, far 
surpassing all other pleasures; perfectly 
able to content our imnds, to sustain and 
comfort us even in the want of all other 
satisfactionH, yea, under the pressure of 
whatever most grievous afitictions can be- 
fall us. Ilow contrariwise thi* want thereof 
will depress us into a slate of greatest iin- 
p<*rfcction and baseness, setting us at the 

f reateat distance from God in all resj)t‘(*ts, 
oth in similitude of nature, and as to all 
favourable regard or beneficial coinmiini- 
cation from him ; casting us into a wretclied 
and disgraceful consort ship with the most 
degenerate creatures, the ac<*ursed fiends, 
who, for disafiectiun and enmity toward 
fiod, are banished from all liajtpiness ; how 
it extremely imp(»veri«5hctJi and beggareth 
us, divesting us of all right to any good 
thing, rendering us incapable of any por- 
tion but that of utter iWkneRa; how it 
excludcth us from -any safety, any rest, any 
true comfort or joy, and exposeth us to all 
mischief and misery imaginable ; all tlial 
being deprived of the divine protection, 
presence, and favour, being made objects 
of the divine anger, hatred, and severe jus- 
tice, being abandoned to the malice of hell, 
being driven into utter darknf^ss and eternal 
fire, doth import or can produce. I should 
also have commended this love to you by 
comparing it with other loves, and showing 
how far in its nature, in its causes, in its 
proi»crties, in its c^ffects, it excelleth them ; 
even so tar as the object thereof in excel- 
lency doth transcend all other objects of 
* I C r. li. a. * VstX, cxlv 'iOf < Mom. viU. 2S. 
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our xfFcctioii : how this is grounded upon 
the highest and surest reason; others i^ion 
accounts vtsry low and mean, oomnumly 
upon foud humour and mistake ; this pro* 
ducoth real, certaui, immutable goods; 
others at best terminate onl;^ in goods ap- 
parent, unstable, and transitory: this is 
most worthy of ns, employing all our fa- 
culties in their noblest manner of opc'ration 
upon the best object ; others misbeseem us, 
60 that in purstdng them we disgrace our 
understanding, misapply our desires, dis- 
temper our a^Kjtions, mispend our endea- 
vours. 1 should have enlarged upon these 
considerations, and should have adjoined 
some particular advantages of this grac^e : 
as, for instance, that the procuring th(Teof 
is the ino.st sure, the most easy, the most 
compendious way of attaining all others ; of 
sweetening and ingratiating all ob«*dienrf 
to us ; of making the hardest yoke easy, 
and the heaviest burden light onto us. In 
fine, I should have wished 30U to c<ynMdcr, 
that its practice is not only a m<‘an antWay 
to happiness, but our very fc»rmal haj|)piiiess 
itself ; the retd enjoyme nt of the best g<»od | 
w'e are capable of ; that in which alone 
heaven itself (tiu* felicity of saints and an- 
gels) doth consist ; which more than coin- 
}>rt lu‘nds in itself all the beru fits of highest 
dignity, ri<*hest plenty, and sweetest plea- 
sure, lint I shall forbear entering uiwm so 
ample and fruitful subjects of meditation, 
and conclude with that g(K>d Ctdlect of our 
chiir<*h ; — 

O LorJ^ who hast preiiand for thnn that 
loot* ihep savh good things pass man's 
undet standing i ponr into our hoarts ^uvh 
lovo toward theCy that irc, taring thro aborr 
all things^ may obtain thy promises^ which 
excerd all that we can drstre; through Jtsus 
Christ out Lotd, Amen. 


SERMON XXV. 

OF THB LOVX OF OUB NljUGRBOUR. 

Matth. xxii. And the srvoial is Ukr 
vato ity Thou shtdt lore thy neighbour as 
thyself 

The es'ientiul goodness of God, and his 
special benignity toward inankinti, are to a 
considering mind divers wH}b very appa- 
rent ; the frame of the world, and the na- 
tural course of things, do with a thousand 
voices loudly and dearly proclaim them to 
; every sense doth yield us affidavit to 
that speech of the holy Psalmist, The earth 
is full of the goodness of the Lord:*' we see 
it in the glorious brightness of the skies, 
and in the pleasant verdurt^ of the fields ; 
* Fbal. xxxiii. S, cxix. 61. 


wo taste it in the various delicacies of food, 
supplied by land and sea; we smell if in the 
fri^uncos of herbs and flow ers ; we hear 
it in the natural music of the w(»ods ; we 
fed it in the comfortable warmth of hea- 
ven, and in the cheering freshness of the 
air; wc continually do posses^ and enjoy it 
in the imniberless accommodations of life, 
presented to us by the bountiful hand of 
nature. 

Of the same goodness we may be well 
assured by that common ])rovi(lence w hich 
continually doth uphold us in our being, 
doth opportunely relieve our needs, doth 
protect us in dangers, and rescue us fr<un 
imminent mischiefs, doth comport witli our 
inflnnitics and misdemeanours; the whu^ii, 
in the divine PsaJmisfs style, doth hold our 
soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to he 
monad i doth redeem our life from destrui*^ 
tion; doth crown us with toeing -kindness 
and tender mercies.^ 

The dispensations of grace, in the reve- 
lation of heavenly truth, in th(^ overtures of 
mercy, iu the succours of our weakness, in 
the proposal of glorious rewards, in all the 
mcthtMls and means conducing to <»iir sal- 
vation, do aflbrdmost admirable proofs ami 
pledges of the same immense benignity. 

But in nothing is the divine gfjodness 
tow^ard us more illustriously conspicuous, 
than in the nature and tendency of those 
laws which God hath been pleased, for the 
regulatii)!! of our lives, to prescribe unto 
Us, all w hich do palpably evidence his se- 
rious desire and provident care of our wel- 
fare; so that, in imposing them, he plainly 
doth not so much exercise his sovereignty 
over us, as e\])res.^ his kindness toward us; 
neither do they more clearly declare liis 
will, than di'inonstrato his good-will to as. 

And among all dii ine precepts thl.s espi*- 
cially, contained in my text, doth arguo the 
womlerfuJ goodness of our hca\enly Law- 
giver, appearing both in the manner of the 
proposal, and in the subslaiict of it. 

The sci^oud (saith our l-.f>rd ) is like to it ; 
that is, to the iirecept of losing the Lord 
our (wod with all our heart and is not tins 
a might} argunit^nt of immense goodness m 
God, that he doth in such n manner cn>in- 
meud this duty to us, coupluig it with oiir 
main duty toward him, and req'iiring iis 
with like earnestness to love our neighlK>ur 
as to lot-e himself? 

He is transcendcntly ajniable for the 
excellency of Ins nature ; he, by innume- 
rable and inestimable t»eneflts graciously 
conferred on u», hath d#werved ourutmo'^t 
affection ; so that naiundl} thieve can be no 

^ TmI Ixvk , Ui. 13 ctli. 4 ; cxlr 16. 
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obligation bearing any proportion or con- 
siderii^le semblance to that of loving lum : 
yet liath he in goodness been pleased to 
create one, atid to endue it M^itb that pri- 
vilege ; making the love of a man (whom 
we cannot value but for to jpfts, to whom 
we can owe notliing but what properiy we 
owe to hhn) no less obligatory^ to declare 
it near as acceptable as the love of himself, 
to whom we owe all. To him, as the solo 
author and free donor of all our good, by 
just correspondence, all our mind andheart, 
all our strength and endeavour, are due : 
and reasonably might he engr<»b8 them to 
himself, excluding all other beings from 
any share in Ihoni; so that vvo might be 
obliged only to fix our tlioughts and set our 
affections on him, onl} to act diivctl) for 
his honour and interest; M^^ing^^lil^ the 
holy Psalmist, Whom hare I in hamm but 
ihee^ iml there m none on. earth that 1 de- 
hiie beside thte:^ yet doth be freely please 
to imjMJrt a share of these perforniiuicos on 
mankind ; yet doth ho charge us to plat*e 
our atfeetioii on one another; to place it 
there, indeed, in a measure so large, that 
we ean hardh imagine a greater ; according 
to a rule, th.in which none can be dc^ised 
more cojrij»lcte or certain. 

() marvellous eondesoension! 0 goodness 
ti*ul) divine, whh'h snrpasscth the nature 
of tbiugs, which dispenseth with the highest 
right, and foregoeth the greatest interest 
that can hel Dolli not (xod in a iMjrt debase 
himself, that be might advance us ? D(»th 
ho not appear to wave his own due, and 
neglect las own honour for our advantage’ 
ilow otherwise could the love of man bt 
capable of any rcw»mblance to the love of 
God, and not stand at an infinite disUnce, 
or in an extreme disparity from it ? Hr>w 
otherwise could we be obliged to affect or 
re(mrd any thing beside the so\ereigfj, the 
only goodiK'SS ? How otherwisi* conJtl there 
be any second or like to tftat that great ^ 
that ^orlesB command, Thou shall hve the 
Lora thy God with all thy heuiti^ 

This indeed is the highest commenda- 
tion whereof any law is t^apahle: for as to 
he like God, is the highest praise that can 
he given to a person ; so to resemble the 
divines! law of love to God is the fairest 
character that con bo assigned of a law' : 
the which indeed representctU it to be 

as fet. James ^ callethit; tliat is, 
a royal and 80vt*rciirn law ; exalted above 
all ftther**, and bearing a sway on them. 
St. Paul tellelh us, that the end of the cow- 
nuaidment (or, the main scop(^ of the evan- 
gelicui dic trine) is (hanty out of a jmre 

« Psa*. ISAU io ' Matt. m. 17 , zxix as. 

> Juncb u 8. 
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heart.^ and a got)d e&nsdence^ and faith un- 
feigned-^ that charity is the sum and sub- 
stance ^ all otlu'r duties, and that he that 
hveth another hath fvJfiUed the whole law, 
that charity is the chief of the theolo^cal 
virtues, and the pritne fruit of the divine 
Smrit; mdtlwboidofperfectiottyfhiQhaom^ 
bmeth and con<(ummateih all other grocev, 
and the general principle of all our doings.* 
St. Ptlercnjoineth us, that to all other vir- 
tues we add tharity^ as the top and crown 
of them; and, Aboee all things (smth he) 
havefert>ent charity among yourselves,^ St. 
John calleth this law, in way of excellence, 
the commandment of Ood: and our Lord 
himself claimeth it as his peculiar precept ; 
ThU^ Haith he, is my commandment^ that ye 
Um one another as lhave lonedyrni: A new 
commandment I give xmto you^ that ye bwe 
one another : ami inaketh the observance of 
it the special cognizance of his followers ; 
By this shall all men know that ye are my 
dUcinles,^ if ye love one onofto*.* 

These indeed are lofty commendations 
thereof, yet all of them may vsorthily veil 
to this; all of them seem \( rifif d in virtue 
of this, because God hath vouchsafed to 
plaec this command in so near adjacency 
to the first great law, conjoining the two 
tables; making charity contiguous, and, 
os it were, commensurate to juety. 

It is true, that in many respects charity 
doth resemble piety ; for it is the most 
genuine daughter of pitty, Ihenco in com- 
plexion, ill features, in liumoiir, much fn- 
\oui*ing its sweet mother: it doth consist 
in like dispositions and motions of soul ; it 
doth gi*ow from the same roots and pi in- 
ciples of benignity, ingenuity, equity, grit- 
tilude, planted in our original constitution 
by tile bi cdth of God, and improved in our 
hoai*ts by the divine Spuit of love it pro- 
diK eth the lik* ft uits ot henefieence tow ard 
others, and of comfort in ourselv es ; it m 
like manner doth assimilate us to God, ren- 
dering us conforinahlc to liis nature, fi»l- 
lowers of his practice, and partakers of his 
ftlichy it is of like use and conse(juene€» 
toward the regulation of our practice, and 
due management of our whole life ; in such 
resjH*cts, I say, this law is like to the other ; 
but it is however cliiefly so for that God 
hath pleased to lay so great stress tliiToou 
as to make it the other half of our religion 
and duty ; or hecauae, as St. Jolin saith, 
This commandment hm we from //i», that 
he who lovetk Ood^ love his brother aho; ^ 

* 1 Tun. i noni. xiii 8,9, Oal. r 14. I Tor. 
xii! 13, (ial V 2^, Col m. 14, 1 Cor. H. 
h 2 Pet. i 7 . 1 Pot IT 8. >1 John Ui 23, 11 , 

n 21 , John XT IS , xiU. 34, 3'>. J I John i\. 7» 1 1. 
kMatt V . 4V ; V. 1, 2. ' Matt. xxn. 40 , 
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^vhich is to his praise a mont prcgtiatit 
(loTnonstration of his immense goodness 
toward us. 

But no less in the very substance of tliis 
duty will the benignity of him that pre- 
srribeth it shine forth, displayiiig itself in 
the rare beauty and sweetness of it ; to^ 
pother with the vast benefit aiiid utility, 
V Idoh it, being observed, will yic Id to man- ! 
hind; w^hich will appear by what we may 
diocimrsc for pressing its observance. But 
first let us explain it, as it licth before us 
expre«;se(l in the wortis of the text, wherein 
wo siiall consider two particulars observ- 
able : first, the object of Uie duty ; secondly, 
th(» qualideation annexe d to it : the object 
of it, our tmghhonr; the qualification, as 
oursehes,^ 

I. The object of charity is our neighbour; 
that is (it being understoofl, a4> the precept | 
.nowooncemeth us, according to our Loras | 
i xposition, or according to his intent and 
the tenor of his doctrine), every man, with 
whom we ha\e to do, or who is capable of 
oiir love, especial]) every Christian. 

The Law, as it was given to God^s an- 
< ient pc'ople, did openly regard only those 
among them who were linked t<>geth('r in 
a h<jiy neighbourhood or society ; fircun 
w hich all other men being excluded were 
iieemed strangers and foreigners} (a/*ewt, 
as St. Paul speaketh, from the ammon- 
v^ealth of IsravU o/w? strangers from the 
voontanU of promise,'^') For thus the Law 
runneth in Leutieus: Thou shalt not bear 
any grudge against the children of thy yico- 
yi/e, hut thoa shalt love iky neighbour as 
thyself whcr‘ plainly and 
are ti rnis isjui valent ; othei men being sup- 
]»ose(l to itand at a distance without the 

Id or politic cnedosure, which (Jod by se- 
\ertil ordinances had fenced, to keep that 
nation uniulxt and sepai^atc:** nor can it be 
cvcopteil against this notion, that in the 
same chapter it is enjoined, Bui the stranger 
that dw( lletk u ith you shall be mtto ym as 
one bom among yov^ and thou shalt lone him 
as thyself;^ for by that sirangi'i (as the 
Jewish masters will interpret it) is meant 
ft proselyte of rigliteousnt^ss ; or one who, 
allhough a stranger by birth, was yet a 
hrothiT in rtligiou, ha\iiig voluntmdly sub- 
mitted to their law, being cngageii in the 
SiUne covenant, and thence admitted to the 
*‘aiae pri\ ileges, os an adopted child of that 
holy family. 

But now, such distinctions of men being 
voi<li d, and that wall of ;/ar/t^V/a denio- 
Jished, all the world is become (me people; 

«Kph li 12 3ki\ 1«. ^^.2^,24, 
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[ subject to tho laws of one common Lord;^ 
i and capable of the mercies purchased 
one Redeemer, God’s love to mankind did 
move him to send our Lord into tho world, 
to assume human nature, and therein to 
become a mediator between God and mem*’ 

I Our Lord’s kindoess to all his brethren 
disposed him to undertake their salvation, 
and to expiate their sins, md to taste death 
for every man ; the effect whereof is an uni- 
versal reconciliation of God to the world, 
and an union of men together.* 

Now the blood of Christ hath cemented 
mankind ; tho favour of God, embracing 
all, halh approximated and combined all 
n^elhoi ; so that now every man is our 
hi’other — not only by nature, as derived 
from the same stock — but by grace, as 
partaker of the common redemption ; now 
God desiring the saloation of all men^ and 
Inviting oil men to mercy, our duty must 
be coextended w ith God’s grace, and our 
charity must follow that of our Saviour.* 

We M'c therefore now, to all men, that 
which one Jew was to another ; yea, more 
than such, our Christianity having induced 
much higher obligations, stricter alliances, 
and Hlrungcr endearnientfe, than were those 
whereby Judaism did engage its followers 
to mutual amity. The duties of common 
humanity (to w hich our natural frame and 
sense dfi incline us, which philosophy ro- 
! coinmendeth, and natural religion d(«th 
prescribe, being grounded upon our com- 
munity of nature and cognation of blood, 
upon ai>parert equity, upon general con- 
V enience and utility), om* religion doth not 
only enforce and confirm, but enhance and 
improv o ; superadding higher instances and 
faster ties of sjdritim relation, reaching 
in a SOI t to all men (as being in duty, in 
design, m remote capacity, our spiritual 
brethren ; } but in especial manner to all 
Ghristians. who aetuuUy arc fellow mem- 
bers of the same holy fraternity, contracted 
by spiritual regeneratimi from one hcav(‘nly 
seed, supported by a common faith and 
hope, btrengtlumod by commimiou in acts 
of devotion and charity.'* 

Hereon, therefore, are grotmded those 
evangelical commands, explicatory of this 
law as it how standoth in furct ; that as we 
ftaoe opportunity m should do good unto ail 
men^ esnetially unto them who are of the 
household of fidthf* that we should ammd 
in looe one towards another^ and towards ail 
men; that we tJtould glonftj God tn entr 

^ Kph tt )-l ; (lid hi. 28 ; At'l'* x 30. » Ti! ill. 4 . 
John lil. Ih; 1 tm\ li h * 1 Jn^n It 9$ 1Kb li •, 
2 ( ot > '); ( ol. i V) Tph i. in, u |3 *1 rnp. 
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ptofissed subjection ufUo the Oospel of 
, by lihwaUy distrituting to the saints^ 
and to ail men; that we shodM follm peace 
vdth all men; should be patient toweid aU 
mtn^ and g^k totvard all men^ and show 
all meekaetts tomrd aU men:"" and eoerfol^ 
Im that lahiek isgood^ both among ourselves 
and to dH men; that wo should make sup-- 
plieaiiuns^ interoessions^ and thank^kuigs 
for aU esj^clally for all saints^ or 
our fellow Chnstians ; and express mods- 
ration^ at ingenuity, to oilmen,^ 

Such is the object of oor charity ; and 
thus did our Lord himself expound it, 
when by a Jewish lawyer being put to re- 
solve this ijuesdon, And who is my neigh- 
hour he chd propound a case, or history, 
whereby he di«f extort from that KabH this 
coi^ession, that even a Samaritan, dis- 
cluLrging a notable office of humanity and 
mercy to a Jew, did thereby mott truly 
approve himself a good neighl»our to him ; 
and consequently that reciprocal i»erform- 
anc(*s of such offices were due from a Jew 
to a Samaritan ; whence it might appear, 
that this relatifm of neighbourhood is uni- 
versal and unlimited.* So much for tlie 
object. 

II. As for the qualification annexed and 
couched in those words, as thyself; that, 
us 1 conceive, may import both a rule de- 
claring the nature, and a inea&ure deter- 
mining the quantity, of that l(»ve which is 
due from us to our neighbour ; the com- 
pletive form as implying b:)tb confor- 
mity or similitude, and oommensuration 
or Quality .f 

1. Loving our neighbour as ourselves^ 
doth import a rule, directing what kind of 
love we should bear and exercise towwd 
liiin; or informing us that onr ehmty 
doth consist in having the same afieetion«. 
of soul, and in performing the siune acts of 
benCfioeneo toward Wm, as we are ready 
\iy inclination, as w^e are wont in practice, 
lo have or to perform toward ourselves, 
with full approbafcbn of our juclgmertand 
conscience, appr^ending it just and rea^. 
Honable so to uo. 

We cannot indeed bettor understand 
the nature of this duty, than by reflecting 
on the motions of our own Aeart, and 
observing the course of our demeanoui* 
toward (mrselves ; for thence infallibly wo 
may be assured how we should stand af- 

* S) itSgvreu J!>Xo ir»)v Sji 
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fected, and bpw we should behave our- 
selves toward others* 

This L a peonliar advantage of this rule 
(inferring the excellent wisdm and good- 
ness of mm who framed it), that by it very 
easily and certainly we may diacem all the 
specialties of our duty, without looking 
abroad or having recourse to extemid 
instructions ; % so that bv it we may be 
perfect lawgivers, and skilfiil judges, and 
faithful monitors to oorselves of what in 
any case we should do : for every one by 
internal cx^ience knoweth what it is to 
love himself, every one is conscious how 
he usetb to treat himself ; each one con- 
sequently can prescribe and decide for 
himself, what ho ought to do toward his 
neighbour : so that we are not^only Mu 
taught of GW, as the ApostJe sailh, 
to love one mother; but gbvrdiletK<t«t^ taught 
of uurselvoB how to exercise that duly: 
whence our Lord otherwhen* dotli pro- 
pose the law of charity in these terms 
Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
mto pov, do ye even so unto tlunu^ for this 
u the law and the prophets ; * that is, unto 
this rule aJl the special precepts of charity 
proposed in holy script ui*e may be reduced. 

Wherefore, for information c*on<»erning 
our duty in each ivusi* and circiunstanee, 
w e need onl) thus to consult and interro- 
gate ourselves, hence forming resolutions 
concerning our practi(*e. 

Uo wo not much esteem and set by our- 
selves? Do we not strive to muiatain in 
our minds a good opinion of ourselves ? 
Can any mischances befalling us, any de- 
fects observable in us, any faults committed 
by us, induce us to slight or despise our- 
selves? — Tliis may ttacli us what regard 
and value wo should ever preserve foi our 
neighbour. 

Do wo not bincendy imd earnestly desire 
t»ur own welfare and awlvantj^e in every 
kind ? Do we not heartily uiwi good suc- 
cess to our own designs and undertakings? 
Are we unconcerned or coldly ofiected in 
any case touching our own saicty, our 
estate, our credit, our satisfaction or plea- 
sure ? Do we not especially, if we rightly 
imdcrstand oursolvos, di^sire the health 
and happiness of our souls ? — - This doth 
inform us wliat wo should wish and oovoi 
for our neighboui'.ll 

% Ob acei/flt w»KKS» \9yo$ft *631 fbum, 
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Hav« WB not a s^naihle delight and oom- 
placoney in oiir own inpotperity ? (Do we 
ever repine at any amantagei aoermng to 
our person or condition ?) Are we not ex- 
tremely glad to find ourselves thriving and 
fioitrismsg in wealth, in reputation, in any 
accommodation or ornament of our state ? 
Espocinlly if we be sober and wise, doth 
not our smritual proficiency and improve- 
ment in vVtue yidd joyous satisfiudion to 
11B? Are we not much comibrtod in <ipprc^- 
hending ourselves ti> proct»i*d in h hr^ptful 
way toward everlasting felicity ? — This 
may instruct us whiit content we ^hf»uld 
feel in our neighbour’s prosperity, both 
temporal and spiritual. 

Do not seriously grieve at our own 
disasters and disapp<untments ? Are we 
not in sad dumps, whenever w e incur any 
damage or disgraoe ? Do not our disciises 
and ]>ains sorely afflict us? Do we not pity 
and bemoan oursidves in any want, cala- 
initv, or distress*'* ('’an w^e especidly, if 
we "are ourselves, without grievous dis- 
jileiisure apprehend ourselves enslaved to 
hill and Satan, destitute of God’s favour, 
exposed to endhss misery? — Heme may 
we learn huw we ’'liould condole and cM>ni- 
niiscrate the mistortunes of our ncigh- 
bom . 

Do we not eagerly prosecute our own 
concerns? Do we not with huge vigour 
and industry strive to acquire dl conve- 
niences andcomtorts to ourselves, to rid 
ourselves of all wanl^ and molestations? 
Is our solicitous care or painful endeavour 
ever wimting toward the supjKirt luid suc- 
cour of oursc fv es in any of our ueeds? Are 
wc satisfied in merely wishing ourselves 
well? are wc not also husv ««id active in 
procuring wh.it we affect ? Kspodally, if 
we are well advisf^l, do we not effectually 
provide for Uic weal of our soul, and sup- 
ply of our spiritual necessities ; labouring 
to rescue ourselves fi*om ignorance and 
eiTor, from the tjranny of sin, from tlie 
torture of a bad conscience, from the daa- 
g( r of hell ? — This sboweth how^ ready we 
should be really to further our mngbbour’s 
good, ministering to Inm all lands of as- 
sistance and relief suitable to his needs, 
both corporal and spiritual. 

Are wo so proud or nu»e, that we di^ 
(lain to yield attendance or service needful 
for our ow n su**tcnance or conv eiiicncc ? do 
w c uiit indeed gladly jjerform the mean- 
est and most sordid omces for ourselves? 
— This declareth how condescensive we 
should be in helping our neighbour, how 
ri ady even to m$ feet when occasion 
doth requii’^. 
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Do we love to vex ourselves, or < 

I our own humour ? do wo not r^har seek 
I by all means to please and gratify our- 
I selves?— This may warn us how innocent 
mtd inoffensive, how oompUaat and oom<- 
placent, we should be in our behaviour to- 
ward otbei*s ; endeavouring to ple«$e them 
I ttt a!l things^ especially for their good to 
edifimtiou.^ 

Are wc ea'iily angry with ourselves, do 
we retain implacable grudges agaunst our- 
selvf*H, or do we execute upon ourselves 
mischievous revenge? are we not rather 
very meek and patient toward ourselves, 
nuldly comporting with our own great 
weaknesses, our troublesome humours, our 
impertinences and follies ; readily forgivix^ 
ourselves the most heinous ofmnces, ne- 
glects, afi^onts, bijuries, and outrages com- 
mitted by us against our own interest, 
honour, and welfare? — Hence may we 
derive l 6 <isons of meikness and patience, 
to be exercised towaxd our neiiglmour, in 
bearing his infirmities and miscarriages, 
in remitting any wrongs or discourtesies 
received from him. 

Are we apt to be rude in our dcpoi'tment, 
harsh in our language, or rigorous iu our 
dealing toward ourselves? do we not rather 
I in word and dct»d treat ourselves very soA- 
ly, very indulgently ? Do we use to pry for 
mults, or to pick quarrels with ourselves, 
to carp at any thing said or done by us, 
rashly or upon slight grounds to chai*ge 
blame on ourselves, to lay heavy censures 
on our actions, to make foul constructions 
of our words, to bkucon our defects, or 
aggravate our failings ? do we not rather 
(onnive at and coucw our blemishes ? do 
we not excuse and extenuate our own 
crimes ? 

Can we find in our hearts to frame viru- 
lent invtctivc&, or to dart bitter taunts and 
sooffb against ourselves ; to murder our own 
credit by slander, to bW it by detraction, 
to maim it by reproach, to prostitute it 
to be dofiowered by jeering and scurrilous 
abuse? are we not rather very jtsaloua of 
our reputation, and studious to preserve 
h, as a precious ornament, a mam fence, 
an useful instrument of our welfare? 

Do wo delight to report, or like to hear 
ill stones of ourselves ? do wc not ra^r 
endeavour all we can to stifie them ; to tie 
the tongues and Mop the ears of men egainat 
them? — Hence may We be sequaantea how 
civil and courteous in onr beliaiiour, how 
fair and ingenuous in our dealing, how can- 
did and mild in our jtidgineat or censure, 
we should be toward our neigUioifr ; how 
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TM%iib<mr wiA euiechfesy iHsoaute oer iieipboiir te Aiv hmm we 

ert^a^rt to Ate AeMeateai^ 
temotetse Ho nMi rafte tur 

ainiitee JtiAM k iwipavtiel, aiA affeedoa will steii^ t »3 m 

oA tfeiiige as tbsy e^ in te iote 4te!f|^ 

sMotingfromthteve^^ aHitto,i»iiUoae<to«»aeiioOlH»low 

peraOBj whenoe, if n^gbbotOr aeem eBt it ktlier«teeei{elia^ 
trortby of aCsction 3tio less than H de- be mmtsei to Ae aamo hdgbt of chaari^ 
xnandeth that accOrtegly we Aoeld love towmoilien ; otherwise we ahonikl be m* 
ham no less. kwed in oiwd^higs to luejdo^ 

ted what groite can thm aAdmeasares^wUcbieolte inh^ 

ovurseives^ wmA mj not as well be fboad bdeed oan be more nteiiloiiuy abstirdv 
in others? la k endowments of timAn^mte)dd{N«tedtoriete?et^ 

it aeconi^lifthments of Icnowledga, Is it or- fi^oin others, which we are not disposed 
uaments of virtue, is it accoutrements of to yield to them upod Ae aame ground and 
fbrtune? But is not our neighbour pos* titte?* 

sensed of the same? » he not at least csu 5. It is needftil that so great a ehari(;y 
pableof them, the collation and aequist slmuldbetirescrsbed, beoasiM 
t>f them depending on the same arbitrary Aereto will reach divers weighty ends dc<* 
bounty of God, or upon faculties axid means signed in Ale law; namely, tiia general 
commonly dispensed to all?^ May not any ccmveidenco and owort of our Sves ia 
man at least be as wise and as go^as we? mutual society and intereoiirse; for if in 
— thiESD should we not esteem, why comdteabia degree we do adbct ourselves 
not ail&ct him as much? Doth reUdkm to beyond othem,wwidli^ biA- 

UA alter the case? is self as aelf lovely or ermg and olaAkig with them about points 
valuable? d(kh that respect lend any wi^ Interest and ero$t; smmbling with 

or price to things^ diem for what may be haA^ and clambering 

Likewise, what more can justice dnd m to get over*them in power and dighity : 
our neighbour to obstruct or depress our whence aU the paadomanncyii^ our so 
love, thau it may obeerve in ourselves? imd all the nuscdteb distarmiig our lives, 
Hath be mater intenities or defects, id must needs ensue, 
he more KaMe to errors and miscarriages, 6* That entire love which we owe to God 

is he guilty of worse ikults than we? If our Creator, and to Christ our Hedeemer, 
without arrqganoe and vanity we caimot doA exact us no less a measote of 
aftrm this, men tre we as unworthy of chtety than this: for soring they have so 
love as be can be $ and refusing any de^ee deaHy demonstracted themselves to bear 
thereof to him, we may as reateahly with* mi immense love to men, and have charged 
draw the same firom ourselves. us therein to imitate them; itbecomteus, 

3. H is fit that we Aoold be obliged to k<^oimity,btety,ingitetad^ 
love our nri^bour equally with ourselves, to beartelttgheriweosn,tlmtis,thesat^ 
heeanse all Aarity iNmoatb setiUove is de- as we bw to oorsrivea: fbr how can ww 
fect|ve, and all arif*tovc abovis charity is love God enough, or with all our abut, if 
exoteve. we do not accord with him in Iwriag M 

It is an imperfect charity whirii doth friends and relations, hi8B«rvanla,biariuU 
not respect our nrighbour acoordhig to his dm, with most entire affeerion? 
utmost merit and worth, whiA doth not If In God’s Judgment they are equri to 
hattriiiiy desire ius good, which doth not us, if in Ms a&ouon and aare Vm 
earnest promote his advantage in every an equal share, if ho b a& fabdeame k 
kind, acoimdam to oOr AUt^ and copper* indiffarent and inipairial toward At? 1^ 
tunityx and what beyond tUSi can we do can ow Judgment, our utedon^ ^ 
foroursrivea? hariaim,be right, thqy 

It in kind of dvgrae ire tramtoend this, wltt him in the same moasteit 
AfCerlvS,?. , •rrov.sa.lC 
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Ti, IndM tihe iriiaid t/mup and dfenim 

(itch of iqm vmeitm aaeoanta. 

It r(S^p^$mmk aH iraridijr gwidt and 
matUra of primte intemt m Terr keen, 
aidmble mA mrirarthy of our mMIou- 
theraby atddyayotiug the fiiel of ixmnoderate 
Balf4ova« 

It aa^okothiiBfcNr jdjlout pattli^^ 
cems eutiroly to reh upon Providence ^ m 
iUMrrlng lK)MtBde ht ounselvet, and dia- 
pothijr an equal oare for others. 

it declareth every mmi so weak, so vile, 
BO wretcdied, so guilty of sin and subject 
to xnlaei^y (so for all good wholly indebted 
to the pure grace and mercy of God); 
that no man can have reason to dote on 
Jumself, or to prefer himself before othm: 
we need not cork, or prog, or scrape fbr 
ourselves, being assured that God suffi- 
ciently careth for u^. 

In itB account the bruits and recompenses 
of love to others in advantage to ourselves 
do fiur surpass aU present interests and 
ez^oyments: whence in effect the more or 
less we love others, answerably the more 
or less we love ourselves; so that charity 
and self-love become coincident, and both 
run together evenly in one dianneh 
It recotnmottdeth to us the imitation of 
God's love and bounty; which are aibso^ 
lately pure, without any regard, any capa- 
city of benefit redoimdn:^ to himself/ 

It cominandeth us heartily to love even 
our bitterest enemies and most «'ruel per- 
aecutors; whidi cannot be performed with- 
out a proportionable abatement of self-love. 

It ohargedb us not only freely to impart 
our substance, but willingly to expose our 
lives, for the good of our bredim:* in 
which case charity doth plainly match self- 
love ; for what hath a man more dear mr 
precious than his life to lay out for him- 
^If? 

It representeth all men (considering their 
dinne extraction, and being formed after 
Grod'simiufe; their de^gimiion for eternal 
glory and happiness, them partaking of the 
common redemption by the undertakings 
and sufferings or Christ, their being objects 
of God's tender affecdou and care) so very 
considerable, that no rq;ard beneath the 
highest win befit them. 

It also declareth us so nearly allied to 
them, and so greatly concerned In their 
good (we being all one in Chrut^ and mem- 
hers me of mother)^ that we Ought to have 
a perfect cotnplaccncy in their welfrre, and 
a sympathy in their adversity, as our own/ 



I* ooaAwaeth self-love, sotf-deasing, 
selfiseddng, m fmt faults; vniich yet 
(even in me higm«t excesB) do hot seem 
absolaielybad/ orotherwiBeciilptt»le,ihan 
as koludiag paHiali^, Or detracting from 
that equal measure of chatify which we owe 
to others : for surely we cannot kve our- 
selves too much, if we love otbOrs equidfy 
with oursdlves ; we caimioi seek our own 
good excessively, if with the same eaimest- 
ness we seek the good of ofihters. 

It exhibiteth supernatural aids of grace, 
and conferreth that holy spirit of love, 
which can serve to no meaner purpOm, 
than to quell that survy principle of nig- 
gardly selfishness, to widen Corrupt nature 
doth incline ; and to enlarge our hearts to 
this divine extent of goodness. 

6. Lastly, many conspicuous exaiiq>les, 
proposed tor our direction In this kind of 
practice, do imply this degree of charity to 
be required of us. 

it may be objected to our disieourse, that 
the duty thus understood is ttnpfaeti<^le, 
nature violent!} swaying to those degrees 
of self-love which charity can nowise reach. 
This exception (would time permit) 1 should 
assoil, by showing how ikr, and by what 
means, we may attain to such a practice 
(bow at least, % aiming at this top of pei‘- 
feotiem, we may ascend nearer and nearer 
thereto :) in the mean time, experience doth 
sufficients evince posbibility ; and assuredly 
that maybe done, which wo see done before 
us. And so it is, pure charity hath been 
the root of such affections and such perfor- 
mances (recorded by indubitable testimony) 
toward others, which hardly any man can 
exceed in regard to himself: uor indeed 
hath there scarce ever ap]>eared any he- 
roical virtue or memorable piety, whci*euf 
charity overbearing sclfibhness, and sacri- 
ficing private interest to public benefit, hath 
not been a main ingredient. For mstanoe, 
then, 

Did not Abraham even prefer the good 
of others before his own, When ht^ gladly 
did quit his country, patrimony, mends, 
and mndred, to pass his days in a wander- 
ing pilgrimage, upon no omcr encourage- 
ment than an overture of blessing on his 
posterity? 

Did not the charity of Moses stretch thus 
far, when for the sake of Ins brethren he 
yotuiUBrilv did exchange the splendours 
and delights of a court for a oondiiion of 
vagrarsoy and servility choosing rather^ as 
the apostle 
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«fw tfmnv ^ not it ovotwim, w(|sd 
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by thm) he vS«be4 iSM rtdtim ibia namo 
shcmld <jW'# fihaij 1i)|Kn 

that thw ain ishi^a abide izi^Murd<mad?* 
2>i4 not Samtiel exercise such a dmjeiTf 
vhei^ bote ibgratofulh end iijjorioiasiy 
diuwmfited itm bis an&oriQr, ha did ^ 
rotidn toward that people a zeatoas de&rc 
of their welAre, not peamng mmegtly to 
proyfor tkm 

Did not Jonathon love Pavid eqnally with 
himself, when for his sake he chose to m- 
cp* the displeasure of his fhther and Ms 
Idngf f when for his advantage he was coof 
tent to forfeit the privilege of his birth, 
and the inheritance of a crown; when he 
could without envy or j^dge tek on the 
growing prosperity of Ms supplanter, could 
heartily wish Ms safetv, comd effectuallv 
protect it, could purchase it to Mm with 
Ms own ^eat danger and trouble : when 
he, that in gallantry of courage and virtue 
did yield to none, was yet wilhng to be- 
come inferior to one bom bh subject, one 
raised from the dust, one taken from a 
iheepcotes so that unrepintely and with- 
out disdain he could say, Tmm ekaU he 
king tmr lerael^ and 1 shall he next Wfdo 
theef — are not these pregnant evidenoes, 
that it was truly said in the story, The 
sov2 of Jonathan was hast to the md of 
Daxiid^ and he loved km as his am soidf^ 
Did not the Psalmist competently prac- 
tise this duty, when in the mckness of his 
bgrateful adversaries he clothed himself 
mth sacheloth^ he hvmbUd his soul with 
fasting; he bowed dam heavily as one that 
laoumcMyor kis mother 

Were not I'lias, Jeremy, and other 
prophots, as much concerned for the good 
of their countrymen as for their own, when 
they took such pains, when they ran such 
liazards, when they endured siichhardsMps, 
not only for them, but from them; being 
requited witii hatred and miausage for en- 
deavouring to reelfdm them tVom sin, and 
stop them from ruin? 

May not the holy apostles seem to have 
loved mankind beyond themselves, when 
for its instna^ion and reformation, for 
reconciling it to God, and procurii^ its 
salvation, they gladly did imdertake and 
undergo so many rough difficulties, so 
many formidable dangers, such irksome 
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pate and trouMes, sudi extreme wite 
sm losses, such grievous igmm^ 
<!%***<*«*? «%htte <dl conceros of 
cam, and relinnuisfite vhaltever tte meal 
oaaar to them (their sai^, l}ber^<, 
IheSr ease, them estate, th^ rcputaiioa, 
their pleasure, their very blood and hn^) 
fern the welfare of others; evert of those 
wbo did spitefully malign a^ cm^y ibuse 
them? 

Survey but te li& of one among them ; 
mark the wearisome travels he underwent 
over all the earth, the solicitous cares which 
did possess hh mind frr aU the cAumkes; 
the continual toUs and drudgeries sus- 
tained by Mm in preaching ^ word and 
writing, in visiting^ M admonishing, in all 
pastorid employments; the teprisonmiMs, 
the stripes, the reproaches, the oppositions 
and pei^utians of every kind, and ftam 
ail sorts of people, which he sunered; tlm 
pinching wants, the desperate hazards, tiie 
iamentiible distresses, with the which he 
did ever conflict;^ peruse those black cSta^ 
loffues of Mb affiictions registered by him- 
sen ; then tell me how much Ms charity 
was inferior to his self-love? Did not at 
least the one vie with the other, when he, 
|fnr the^heneft of his disciples, was coxk- 
tent to he absent from the Lord^ or sus- 
I pended fi*om a certain fruition oi glorious 
beatitude ; resting in this uncomfortable 
state, in tkUfrOsmy idbernaxde^ wherem he 
grootef, being hakiened^* and lon^g for 
ezdargetent? Did he not some^^t be- 
yond himself love those men, for who^e 
salvation he wished himself aceursed from 
p&nV, or debarred from the assured en- 
joyment of eternal felicity;^ those very 
men by whom he had been stoned, had 
been scourged, had been of en beaten to 
extremity, from whom he had recii\cd 
manifold iodigmtie:» and outrages? 

Did not they love their neighbours as 
themselves, w^bo sold their possessions, 
and distributed the prices of them f4)r re- 
lief of their indigent brethren ? “ Did not 
most of the ancient saiuts and fathers 
mount near the top of tMs duty, of whom 
it is by unquestionable records testified, 
that they did freely bestow all their 
vale estate aud substance on the poor, de^ 
voting themselves to ilie service of Ood 
and edification <rf his jjeojJe ? ^Finally, 

Did not the Lord mmself in our nature 
exempUiy this duty, yea by his mrautice fa* 
outdo his meceptr For,lie who from the 
brightest Rories, from the imnmnse rkdies, 
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firnm tile joyi *114 of ^ 

celeetitl Uiatiam, tfidvjlUl^ljstamtiowB 
to Msime ^ gwb of a tmmi, to be 
clothed with the infimdtiee of dedi, to hi>> 
ooine o man «/«mw anti AspHaateti 
ori^; be who for our uke roaohnfod to 
lire in tottreme penin 7 and ditgrace, to 
feel hard want, aore travaU,^ hitter 
cution, most ||!deiyoa8 aimte and «Dgmah $ 
he who Aot onlir i^d coht^ntedly hear, but 
purposely did cmooM to be aooused. to be 
slaadmd^ to be refyilea, to be mocked, to 
be torteed, to pour forth his heart-blood 
wpoto a eross, for the sake of an unprofit- 
able, an unworthy, an impious, an ingrate- 
fiil generations fmr the salvation of his 
open enemies, of base apostates, of per- 
verse rebels, of villamous traitors lie 
ivho, in ihe height of his mortal agonies, 
did sue for the pardon of bis cruel mnro> 
deTers; who did send his apostles to them, 
did cause so many wonders to be done be- 
fbre th^, did {bmish all means requisite 
to convert add save them : he that acted 
and goffered all this, and more tiuin can 
be expressed, with perfect fj^anknCss and 
good-will did he not signally love his 
neighbour as himself, to the utmost mea* 
sure? did not in him virtue con(]^r na- 
ture, and chainty triumph over self-love? 
This he did to seal and impress his doc- 
trine j to show us what we should do, and 
what we can do by bis grace ; to oblige us 
and to encourage us unto a conformity 
witji him in this respect ; fw, Wntlk in 
love, saith the apostle, as Cfnist mth dm 
hfHad tts, amd £ath given Mmseif Jur us ; 
ad4, TMs (saith he himself) u mg com- 
that ye iove one another^ as / 
htm toned ym;^ and how can I better 
cMMutiude, than in the reeoxnmendaticm of 
tthch an example? 

ilTow, oner Lord Jesas Chmt himse^^ md 
evm our Father^ ia^ hath hwd us, 
mad hath us everlasting consohHon^ 
and good L)peikiyughgraee^ conifortyour 
hearts^ midstailish you in every good word 
and worhJ ** 

SBRMON XXVI, 

OF ww aovK OF otra uasiomMovn. 

Mattw. xiH. ^ — Thou ohdt love iky 

nmgmowr as thysd/* 

1 HAVXf<merlydt8CM)uiead on these words, 
and then show^ bow tW do import two 
observable particulars t wst a too of oar 
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charity, or tjbat R shemM bolikvldnati»ro; 
then E measure of it, mr Hbd it abosdd be 
eompl in degree to the love whiob we do 
boar toroori^eB. Of this latter mt€«iHre- 
tation I did assign divers reasons, urguig 
the observance of tiic preo^ aeoordtagio 
that notion: but one material point, s^aitti- 
neas of time would not allow me to coutidBr } 
which is the removal of an exception, to 
which that interpretation is very &ble, and 
which is apt to discourage from a scHous 
application to the practice of this duty so 
expounded. 

If, it may be said, ^ precept be thus 
understood, as to ob%e us to love our 
neighbours eijpUy with oursolves, it will 
prove unpracticame, suck a charity ^lag 
merely romantic ana imaginary; for who 
doth, who can, love his neighbour in this 
degree? Nature powerfully doth retist, 
common sonso plainly doth forbid, that 
we should do so : a natural instinct doth 
prompt us to love ourselves, and we are 
forpiPluy driven thereto by an unavoidable 
sense of pleasure and pain, resulting from 
the constitution of our body and soul, so 
that our own least good cw evil are very 
sensible to ue : whereas we have no such 
potent inclination to love others ; we have 
no sense, or a very faint one, of what 
aaiother doth e]:(joy or endure ; dotii not 
therefore nature plainly suggest, that our 
neighbour's good cannot be so consider- 
able to us as our own? especially when 
charity doth clash with self-love, or when 
there is a compotition between our ne^h- 
hour's interest and our own, is it possible 
that wo should not be partial to our own 
side ? is not therefore this precept such as 
if wc should be commanded to dy, or to 
do that which natural propention wm cer- 
ttinly hindtxr ? 

In answer to this exception I say, first, 

I, Be it so that we can never attain to 
love our neighbour altogether so much aa 
ourselves, yet may it be reabonable that 
we should be enjoined to do so ; for 

Laws must not be depressed to our 
imperfection, nor rules bent to our obli- 
qm^: but we must ascend toward the 
permetioD of them, and strive to conform 
our practice to their exactnesa. If what 
is prescribed be according to the reason 
of things just and fit, it is eno1^ph, altboi^h 
our practice wiU not reach it ; for wh^ 
remaineih may be Bu|mlied by repentance 
and homllity m him that should obey, by 
mercy and pardon in him that doth com- 
mana. 

In the prescription of duty it is just, 
that what may be required, even in rigour. 
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fthmiU b«» 

exifiowthm of jturiiM or dkpensatHm m 
compenottyooniidaratioii ItoMiof our 
we«£3ie«0 ; vherebv both me OtUhort^ of 
our goveruor uiaj oe luainiatouS, «nd hid 
dea^^ glorified* 

It is of ^oatuse, that byooiUMriugtiie 
Law with our practice, and in fhe omdc- 
Sion of the one discerning dmct 
the other, we may be humbled, may be 
seniiibW of our imj^enoy, may thence be 
forced to seek the helps of grace, and the 
benefit of meroy* 

Were the rtde never so low, onr praodce 
would come beneath it; it is therefore ex* 
pedient that it should be hig^, that at least 
we may rise higher in performance than 
otherwise we should do : for the higher we 
aim, the nearer weshall go to the due piteb ; 

aa he that aimeth at heaven, although he 
cannot reach it, will yet shoot higher than 
he that aimeth only at the house-top. 

The height of duty doth prevent sloth 
and decay m virtue, keeping os m whole* 
some exercise and in continual improve^ 
ment, while we be always cHmbing toward 
the top, and straining unto fiirther attain- 
ment:^ the sincere prosocudon of which 
course, as it will be more profitable unto 
us, so it will be no less accoptahle to God, 
than if we could thoroughly fulfil the law ; 
for in jud^ent, God will only reckon 
upon the sincerity and earnestness of our 
endeavour : so diat, if we have done our 
best, it will be taken as if we had done aiU 
Our labour wiH not he lost in the Lord;* i 
for the degrees of performance will ^ 
considered, and he that hath done his duty 
in part shall be propordonably reoo^en- 
sed ; according to that of St. Paul, Aery 
ram ^hall reoeior Ms oHsn reward according 
to Ins own work.* Hence sometimes we 
are enjoined to le perfect as our heenmly 
father is perfed^ and to be holy as 
U holy ; otherwMle to go on to perfection^ 
and to press toward ike mark which pre- 

cepts m effect do import the same thing; 
but tbetoerimplieth the ifiirmer, althoi^h 
in attainment impossible, yet in attempt 
very profitable : and sin elj ho is likely tu 
wnte best, who {Mroposeth to hunself the 
fairest copy for lus imltatioh. 

In fine, if we do act what is posrible, or 
as we can, do conform to the rule of duty, 
we may be sia*o that no impossibility of 
this, or of any other suUime law, con pre- 
judice us, 

I say, of any other law; for it is not 
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only thiB law to which this exceptiou may 
Vo made ; but many others, permiips every 
one evangelical law, are alike repugnant 
to corrupt nature, and seem to aurmount 
Our ability. 

But neither is the performance of this 
task so imposrible, or so desperately hard 
Oi we take the right course, and use pro- 
per means toward it), as is supposed : as 
may somewhat ^ear, if we will weigh the 
following comdiwations: — 

1. Be it considered, that we may he mis- 
i taken in our account, when we do look on 
I the imposftibili^ or difficulty of such a prac- 
tice, as it appeareth at present, before we 
have seriously attempt^, and in a good 
method, by due means, earnestly labeled 
to achieve it ; for many things cannot be 
done at first, or with a small praedee, which 
by d^ees and a ('ontinued endeavour may 
be efmeted: divers things are placed at a 
distance ; so that without passing through 
the interjacent way wo cannot arrive at 
them ; divers things seem bard before trial, 
which afterward prove very ea^: it is im- 
possihle to fiy up to the top of a steeple, 
Lut we may ascend thither by steps ; we 
cannot get to Rome without crossing the 
seas, and travelling through France or 
Germany : it is hard to comprehend a sub- 
tile theorem in geometry, if we pitch on 
it first ; but if we begin at the simple prm- 
eiples, and go forward tlirough the inter- 
mediate propositions, we may easily attain 
a demonstration of it ; it is hard to swim, 
to dame, to play on an instrument ; but a 
little trial or a competent exercise will ren- 
der those things easy to ns : so may the 
practice of this duty seem Impossible, or 
insuper^ly difficult, before We have em- 
ployed divers moans, and voided divers 
impedimenU ; before we have inured our 
minds and afiTections to it; before we have 
tried our forties in some Instances thereof, 
previous to others of a higher strain, and 
nearer the perfection of it. 

If we would set ourselves to exorcise 
charity in those instances, whereof we are 
at first capable without much reluctancy, 
and thence proceed toward others of a 
higher nature, we may find such improve- 
ment, and taste such content therein, that 
we m&y soon arise to incredible 
thereoi ; and at length perhaps we may 
attain to such a pitifii, that It will seem 
to us base and vain to consider our own 
good before that of others, in ahy sensible 
measm; and that nature wBcn now so 
mightily doth contest in favour of omwelircs, 
may in time give way to a better nature, 
bom < t custom, affecting the good of others. 
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not, tiiei«l[iii«, «prM«iit«nse«r«]t- 
jittisaM t»i» in tm ittbit k nmfnfiM 

I^tX9CdllddiW,tb«tlB|^ 
and itt idiyier A iiQkst^^ 
loYo o«r tMi Im than oitrAelTes* 

Wj/We mf iirifflitiour trulj and 
AamAy^ nfui of a puite hart andagoott 
(mstdmifet mAfadh aofeignid^^ a$ St. P«al 
dfottk pmadW$ atf accorattg to St. Potef's 
iidunoSon, fhmapuiNf hook hoe one an* 
aShrfrmeniij/:^ ana in this respect we cim 
do no more toward ourselves ; for truth 
admittoth no d^ees, sincerity is a pure 
and oompiete thu^, exclusive of all mix* 
ture or alloy. 

Andes to external acts at least, it is plain 
liml; dbarity towards others may reach self- 
love } for we maybe as serious, as vigorous, 
as industrious in acting for our neighbour's 
good, as we can be in pursuing our own 
dangns and interests ; for reason easily can 
inanage and govern external practice ; and 
oonunon experience ahoweth the matter to 
il^ extent practicable, seeing that oAen 
men do em|^ as much diligence on the 
concems of others, as they can do on Uieir 
own (being d>le to do no more than their 
best in either caset) wherefore in this re* 
spect (baii^ may vie with aelfishnesK $ and 
praeti^g thus far may be a step to mount 
mgber* 


Also rational consideration will enable 
ns to perform some interior acts of charity 
in the highest de^ee ; for if we do but (as 
without much difficulty we may do) apply 
our mind to weigh the qualities and the 
actions of our neighbour, we may thence 
oidain a trUe opinion and just esteem of 
1^ ; and, secluding gross folly w flattery 
ed oursidves, bow can we in that respect or 
instance be more kind or bemgn to our- 
f elves ? 

Is it not also within the compass of our 
ability to repress those nasMons of soul, the 
eruption whereof tendeth to the weon^f 
daa^e, and olfence of our neighbour; in 
regard to which praotioe St. Paul affirmeth, 
that the kw may be fulfilled ; Lotfe (saltb 
he) worketh no evU to his neighbours there- 
fore t&oe U the fulflii^ And 

what more in this reipeot can we perform 
for ourselves? 

B. We may consider, that commonly we 
see men inclined by other principles to act 
as much qr more mr the of others, as 
th^ would for themselves. 

Momd honcssty hath inclined some, am-» 


« i »ttm. * (I 1 1 m. I as; <Bom. xit 0 ) 
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bidon and pojwdarity have excited olbers, 
fn encounter the grcs^ 
the greatest dimcultkSt to expose their 
saflsty, to sid^ifloe their Ikes, fbr the wd^ 
fare of their country .♦ 

Common firienddiip bath often done as 
much, and brutish love (that mai 

as Seneca cdleth it) oommonfydoeth 
isst more ; for what Will nct a foml lover 
undertake and aihieve for his midtm, 
though she really bo the Worst enemy he 
can have ? yet fbr such a snake will he not 
lavish his estate, prostitute bis honour, 
abandon his ease, Ward his safefy, ship- 
wreck his (Mmscieno^fbrfelt bis salvation r ' 
Wbat may not a l^tikh obtain of her 
Samson, a Qeopahw cf her Anthony, bow 
prejudicial soever it be to his own interest 
and wdfnre? 

Why, then, may n<W a prhiciple of cha- 
rity, grounded on so mtuai better reason, 
and l^ked by so much stronger motives, 
be conceived wle to engage men to the like 
practice? why may not a man be disposed 
to do that out of a hearty good*will, which 
he can do out of vam cOiiceit or vioious 
appetite ? why shall other forces overbear 
nature, and the power of charity be unable 
to mutch it? 

4. Lei us consider, that Iboso dispoin* 
tiona of soul which usually with so much 
violence do thwart the observance of this 
precept, are not mgredients of true self- 
love, by the which we are directed to re- 
gulate our charity ; but a spurious brood 
of our folly and pravity, wmeh imply not 
a sober love of om*selves, but a com:^ 
fondness touard an idol of our fancy mis- 
taken for um*ae1ves. 

A high conceit of our worth or ability, 
of our fortune or worldly state, of our wox ks 
and achievements ; a great complacence or 
confldeuce in some en£» wment or advantage 
belonging to us, a stiff adlieronee to our 
own will or humour, a greedy appetite to 
some particular interest or base pleasure; 
these are tliose, not attendants natural 
selfUove, hut issues of unnatural depraved- 
ness in judgment and aflectione, whidi ren- 
der our practice so exorbitaixt in this re* 
^d, xnalEu^ us se<un to love omrselvea so 
immoderately . so infinitely ; so contracting 
our souls, and drawing them inwards, that 
we appear indisposed to love our neighbour 
in any oonnderable de^ee: if these (as by 
smdouS eonsideratlon they may be) were 
avsMed, or much abated, it would not be 

* 'Axmbr 91 W irtfl t»S r» tSf (f$kn* Xh 

lama mnleitla k«i. Xp* ix. 
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fimod 90 pimrm m mnit*er to kw nm 
tu^biMm Id tMiMwjlim ; f<v tbidsotMBr ld?« 
reisfiuiihig 

iffidek ream 

help to promote ikm yield any obBtade to 
tm cmritgr* H extch perverse Belfielmem 
ijrere dm^dimd depirossed, oodriiitoral 
Militeem tiWMied and advanced^ Ifceti true 
edf^lov# and cbsr^ would compoee them- 
arim iuto uea^ a imt poise, 
d. Indeed (which wei^larthereons^^ 
our AAturu is not so abM»lfitely averse or 
indiiposed to the proedee of ouch charify, 
as to tiiose may seem who view it slightly, 
either hd some pirdculer instsucea, or m 
ordinary proetmt nature hath furnidied 
us with strong instincts for the defence and 
sustenance or onr lifes and common prac- 
tice is depraved by ill education and oos- 
tom: these somemcnpcrmgon, do imagme 
no room left for charny in the constitution 
of men ; but they oom»ider not that one of 
^eae may be so moderated, and the other 
so cotrected, that charity may have a fair 
scope in men's hearts and iiroctlce ; and 
they slip over divers pregnant marhs of 
our natural inclination thereto^ 

Mon having received his.soni from the 
breath of G(m, and being framed after the 
image of his most ben^ parent, there do 
yet abide in him some features resembling 
God, and relics of the div^ origin ^ ; 
there are in us seeds of ingenuity, of equity, 
of pity, of benignity, which being cultivate I 
by sober cousidcrodon and gO(»d use., under 
the conduct and aid of heavenly grace, will 
firoduoe noble fruits of charity* 

The frame of our nature so far disposeih 
us thereto, that our bowels are touched 
with sensible paiu upon the view of any 
calamitous object : our iknc}*^ is disturbed 
at the report of any disaster befalling any 
person; we ran hardly see or read a tra* 
gedy without motions of compassion* 

The practice of benignity, of eourtei^, 
of clemency at ftrst sight, without any 
curdve reneetkn, dom obtain ap|ircbadon 
and applause from us; being no less grate- 
ful and amiable to Ihe mind than beauty to 
our eyes^ harmony to our ears, fragrancy 
to our smell, and sweetness to our palate : 
BJkd to the same menial sense, maligmty, 
cruelty, harshness, all kinds of unchari- 
table d^ing, sure ver^'disgustfid and 1^ 
some* 

Tliere wanteth not any commendation 
to procure a respect for charity, nor any 
invective to breed abbotrence of uncharb 
tablenesfe ; nature sufidently prompting to 
favour the one, and to detest the other** 

• riil 1 


The praetioe ef the former fo common 
laittUBgehath ever been styled faumaaiity ; 
end the di^sition from whence H flow- 
eth is called good-nature: the practiee of 
the latter is likewise formed ixmumani^, 
aind its source ill^nature ; as tliwarting the 
common notions and mehnations of man- 
kind, divesting us of oiar manhood, aj^ 
rendering us a sort of monsters among 
men. 

No quality hath a clearer r^uie, or is 
commonly more admhred, than generosity, 
which isakind of mdural charity, or hath 
a great spee ^kereoft no disposition is 
more despised among men than niggardly 
selfishness; whence eommoniy men are 
ashamed to avow self-interest as a principle 

their actions (rather fathering ftiena on 
some other ciiuse), as being conscious to 
themselves that it is the basest of all prin- 
dples.t 

Whatever the censurers and detractors 
of human nature do pretend, yet even 
themselves do admire pure benefioe&ee, 
tmd contemn selfishness ; for, if we look 
to the bottom of their intent, it is heneo 
they are bent to slander mankind as void 
of good nature, because out of malignity 
they would not allow it a quality so excel- 
lent and divine. 

Wherefore, according to the general 
judgment and conscience of men (to omit 
other considerations,) om* nature is not so 
averse from charity, or destitute of pro- 
pensions then^eto ; atnl therefore cherishing 
the natural seeds of it, we may improve it 
to hi^er degrees. 

6.lBut supposing the inclinations of na- 
ture, as it now standeth in its depraved 
and crazy state, do so mightily obstruct 
the practice of this duty m the degree 
specified, so that however we cannot by 
any force of reason or pl*ilt>'K^hy attain 
to desire so much, or ^elil^h so well, the 
good of others as our own; yet we must 
remember that a subsiduiry {Kmer is by 
the divine mercy disused, able to Con- 
trol and subdue nature to a complianoe, 
to raise our practice above our natural 
forces. We have alike averseness to Other 
spiritual duties (to the loving God wHb 
ail our hearts, to the morticing our 4osh 
and carnal desires^ to the contanpt 
worldly things, and placing <mr bapj^- 
ness in q>iritual goods ;} yet we ore able 
to perform them bv the succour of grace, 
sod in virtue of that omnipofoney which 

t ykg luu 
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SfU BknK mmeA tolibmlf wkenlie said, 
/«0i «Mng$i iy OMnt 
I# wa^wget SjpHtiif («»d 
Attwadhr wa gtft if ^ cairefoUy 
1^81 wm. iii «dili eoDiluiidi ferr^oicy 
vloii^itfromU^ 

MStov H «sa tk 09 tt tbftt a«k U), H wilt in* 
fuae M0 our ffikidi ibat %kt, wbereby wo 
ohall ^Bioam the exoeltoBi^ of ifak 
tie^bor witt the loDy SAid Vaee&ess of 
tlm edft8h}>ee)i wbicb emeeth it; it will 
IttiuDa io our heerte oheritable alTectiaf^, 
<hi^o^ng ofl to wish atl good to our neigh- 
bour^ and to IM fieaaure tberein ; it wiH 
U8 pariei^m tkst divine nature^ 
which ao wili guide and urge us in due 
nmenre to aBeot the benefit of others, 
Wa now corrupt nature doth move ua un- 
moaauniblv to covet our own ; being sup- 
ported ana elevated by ita virtue, we may, 
Bunuounting the clogs of fieahly sense and 
conceit, soar up to the due pitch of charity $ 
being taught of God to love one 

0 llM 0 r^ and endowed with thn fruits of 
the £^drit^ which are /m, gentleness^ good^ 
nm^ meekness; and created according to 
God in (Mriet Jesus^ to the practice of 
answerable good works,^ 

7* There are divers means conduoible to 
the abatement of dtiificulty in this practice, 
which I shall propose, referring the matter 
to issue upon due trial of them. 

1 « Let us carefully weigh the value of 
tboae tlungs which immoderate self-love 


tboae tlun^ which immoderate self-love 
doth affect in pr^udice to diarity, together 
with the worm cn those which cn^ty doth 
sot in balance to them. 

Aristotle himself doth observe, that the 
groimd of culpable self-love, scraping, 
scrambling, sowing for particular inte- 
rest, is men’s high esteem and passion for, 
and gv^dy appetite of wealth, of bcmciurs, 
of corporeal pleasures: whereas virtuous 
persons, not sdmiriug those things, will 
constantlv act for hcmesty sake, and out of 
love to their friends or oountrV ; wherein 
alddough they most really benefit and truly 
gratifr them^ves, yet are they not blomea 
tor seifishnass.* 

And so indeed it Ui if we righ% did 
appi'chend the infinite vanity of aU worldly 
goods, the mesimess of private conoems, 
the true despicableness of all those honours, 

V o; /fti, (ttf Oi SfuUt hynfU 

mtUfertt iv «- 

MMf . m»t vmir mtfmrmmk rmftoi yff 4 

»el UwmiitMtui wt^i eM* At #r«w* as 
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those profits, those deti^^hts, on wMth oom- 
monfy men do ao^dote, we ^fiiould not be 
so imd or jealous of them, as to scrape or 
scufite for them, eaiying or gtudging^bem 
to others ; if we did cmieeive the trans- 
cendent worth of fiitm rewards allotted 
to this and other virtues, the great oonai- 
deraHeness of public good at which charity 
ahneth, the many advantSps wMch msy 
accrue to us from our neignbour’s welfare 
(entertained with eomplaaonce, and wimty 
accommodated to our use), we should not 
be so averse from tendei^ his good as 
our own. 

2. Let us consider our read state in the 
world, in dependence upon the pleasure 
and providence of Almigiity Qod. 

If we look upon ourselv^ as suhusiing 
only by our own care and endfarour, with- 
out any other patronage or help, it may 
thence *prove haard to regard the interests 
of others as comparable to our own ; see- 
ing, then, in ord^ to our living with any 
convenience, it is necessary that we si oald 
be solicitous for our own preservation and 
sustenahcp, that will engage ns to contend 
with others as competitors for the things 
we need, and uncapable othrrwise to at- 
tain: but if (as we ought to do, and the 
true slate of tilings requireth) we consider 
oursehes as sub^ting under the protec- 
tion, and by tlm providence of God, who 
no less careth for us than for others, and 
no less for others tlian for us (tor, as the 
Wise Man saith, be careth for all alike 
who recomniradeth to us a being mutually 
concerned each for other, and is ei^aged 
to keep us from suffering thereby; who 
eommandeth us to disburden our cares up- 
on himself ; who assuredly will the better 
provide for us, as we do more further the 
good of others : if we do consider thus, ti 
will deliver us from solicitude ooncemliig 
our sttbaistence and personal aceoxnmoda- 
^ons, whence we may be free to regard the 
conoems of others, witli no less application 
than we do regard our own. 

As living under the same government 
and laws (being members of one oommon- 
wealtb, one oorporation, one family) dis- 
pobOth men not only willingly but earnestly 
to sorve the public interest, beyond any 
hopes of reomving tbenoe any particular 
advantage answerable to them pain and 
care; sp considering ourselves se members 
of the world, and of frto church, under the 
governance and patronage of God, may 
msengage us from immolate retreat of 
private good, and incline us to {iminote 
the common welfare. 
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3« There i$ one plidn of f«ttteing 
this thi^ poaeible, or Of {wfi^y 
vi]sMS Warily to selfAovo; mh^ » 
iiiakiiiig the welfare of w n^^bonr to be 
our own: which if we can io, thea 
uuty we deaire it ttiore aerioai^jr, then mat 
we promcte it with the aiwatest eenl ant 
vigour : Ew then It will be an hketanee of 
bcWove tooxerdaeoharity ; then boththeee 
inclinations cKmoiriiig vm mardi even^r 
together^ one will not extrude nor dr|nress 
the oilier* 

h mat be hard^ while our concerns s|>- 
pear ditidedi not tct mekt our own $ but 
when thOT are ooineiQent, or ooBSfnre to- 
gether, the ground of that partiality is 
remov^* 

Nor is this an utui§nnary course, but 
grounded in reason, and thereby reducible 
to practice: for oonsiderlmy the manifold 
l»auds of relation (natorai, civil, or 
ritiial) between men, as naturally of the 
.same kind and blood, as civilly members 
of the same society, as spiiitually linked 
in one brotherhood ; considering the mn- 
tnal advantages derivable Arom the wealth 
and welfare of each other (in wa> of need- 
ful succour, advice, and comfort, of profit- 
able commerce, of pleasant conversation;} 
considering the mischiefs which from our 
neighbour's indigency and afiHction we may 
incur, they rendering him as a wild beast, 
nnsociabk, troublesome, and formidable 
to us ; considering that we cannot be happy 
without good nature and good humour, 
and that good natitrc cannot behold any 
sad object without jaty and dolorous re- 
sentment, good humour cannot subsist in 
prospect of such objects ; considering that 
charity is on instrument, whereby we may 
ajinly ml our neighbour's good to ourselves, 
it being ours, if we can find complacence 
therein ; it may appear reaeonaible to reckon 
all our neighbour's concerns to our accewnt 

That tins is paetkabie, experience may 
confirm; for we may observe, that men 
commonly do thuH appropiate the con- 
cerns of otliers, reKentmg the disasters of 
a friend or of a relatsou with as senribie 
dibpleastffo as ^ey could their own ; and 
answerubly finding as high a aathd^on 
in their good fortune. Yea, many persons 
do fiael more pain by compassion for others, 
thou they could do in suatainlng the same 
evils ; divers can widi a stout heart under- 
go thedr own afilictiotia, who acre melted 
w ith those of a friend or brother. Seeing, 
tlien, in true judgment, humanity doth 
match any other relation, and Qhrtstianity 
far doth exceed all oth^ alliances, why 
may wc not on them ground the like af- 


feetions andpraetkee, if veaeon KiillL aOy 
fbree, or eoasideration can mtywi|siO mty 
incur praotke? 

It will greatily Oouduce to thOperftOt 
observance of this ttde, to the dmwaslots 
of aelf-kve, and advaueement of charilgrlio 
the hifdmst pltdi, if we do afrsliousty con- 
template ourselven, atrlc% examiuiiig our 
conamenco, and serlcraaty refieeting on our 
unworthiaess aiidvSeneae; ^infirmides 
and defects of nature, ihe wmxjii^km and 
defilements of oor Soul, the tins and min* 
carriages of our lives: wbkh doing, we 
shall certainly be fer from admiring or 
doting on ourselves; but rather, as Job 
did, we shall eandam and oMor oarmhw:* 
when we see ourselves so deformed and 
ugly, how can we be amiable in our own 
eyes? how can we more esteem or afihet^ 
ourselves than others, of whose Dtnworthi-^ 
ness we can hardly be so oonsoious or sure ? 
What place can th^e bo fer that vanity 
and folly, for that pride and arrog^ce, fer 
that pa^ality and injustice, wbi^ are die 
sources of immoderate self-love ? 

5. And lastly, we may from many con- 
<»picuous experrments and examples be as- 
sured that such a pactice of this duty is 
not impossible; but those 1 have already 
produced and urged in the precedent dis- 
course, and shall not repat them again. 

SERMON XXVII. 

THL NATUXE, VAOPmiTlIlB, AXI> ACTS OV 
CnAAlTV. 

Evbef* V. 2 . — And walk in lore, 

St. Paul telleth us, that tke end of the eom- 
masiidment (or the mam scope of die evan- 
gelical doctrine) %s c>iorily, out of a pure 
heart and a good eongeienee^ amfakh un- 
feigned i ^ that charity is a general principle 
of ail good practice (lot alt your thuige 
be done in charity}) that is the sum and 
abrictoent of all other duties, so that he 
that Umih another^ hath fidfilled the wiwle 
l&W}^ that is the chief of the theologic^ 
virtues ; ihe prime frutt of the iUmne 
and the band ofperfertum^ which c*otnluneth 
and eonsummateth all other graces.* 

St. Peter ^ othlW 

virtues we should add charity, as the 
and crown of them ; and, Alme aM thinge 
(ssdth he) kan^Jbrvent t^arity amahf 
eekeeA 

St, Jamas styledi the law of ribasity, dpm 
the royal^ or 

JJobil 90. xlU.6 siCOf 

zvl 14; Oal v, 14, lfcQtt.«l|l.aa, ^HW.xhUS; 
Gftl Uiilt. 49Vta.i.74 ird^iv.a. 

*4un«tli a 
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St.JobncaUetiiit,tli»irayofezc(>nnH3e, «<A, thaU 1 aimer Imn* IM not ke 
ihecoimmdmM rf Gods This (b his emr^ thatmads me in ths womb mah mmf md 
f)mtdment^thsAw*sh0iMU^ didn/Si cm fasidm ns in 

Oiir Lord obuiXMSth it ihis peculiar Everj* man is endued with that cel^tial 
law : This is my cmnumthnentj an^ A new ftmilty of reason^ inspired by the Aim^hty 
eemmandmait J give unto yau^ TkiAyehee (for^ Tksre is a spirU m mn, and the in- 
am another* And he the obser* mration of the Almighty giveth them nn- 

Vance of it the special badge ml cogni^ Aeretandivg)^ and hath an immortal sj^rit 
zance of his followers: By this shall aU residing in him j or rather is^ himselx an 
men hnaw that ye are my dUdphs^ if ye angeUcal i^it dwelling in a visible tabor^ 
tone one another J nuele. 

It being therefore a duty of so grand Every man was originally designed and 
importance, it is most requisite that we framed for a frmldon of eternal happiness, 
should well understand it, and faitlifully Every man hath an interest in the eom- 
observe it ; to which purpoees I shall, by mnn roi^mptioii, purchased by the blood 
God's assistance, endeavour to confer some- of the Son of Goa, who tasted death for 
what, first by explaining its nature, then by every one. 

pressing the observance of it by several in- Every man is capable of sovermgn bliss, 
duoeiaents. and hath a crown of endless glory offered 

f he nature of it will, as I conceive, be to him. 
best understood by representing the several In fine, every man, and all men alike, 
chief acts, which it comprisetb or implieth antecedently to their own will mid choice, 
as necessary pre-requisites, or essential m- are the objects of his love, of his care, of 
grcctients, or inseparable adherents to it; his mercy; who is losing unto every man^ 
bonje internally resident in the soul, others and whose mercy is over m His works ; who 
discharged in externtd performance; to- hath made the smuU and the great ^ and 
gather with some special properties of it. careth for all aUhe; who is rich^ in bounty 
And such are those which follow ; — and mt'rcy, toward all that call uiion himJ 
1. Loving oternerg^^our doth imply, that How then can any man be deemed cun- 
we should value and esteem him : this is temptible, having so noble relations, capa- 
neoesbary , for affection doth follow opinion; cities, and privileges ? How a man staudeth 
so that we cannot like any thing which we in esteem with God, EUlm telleth us : God 
do not esteem, or wherein we do not ap- (saithhe) is mighty^ and despiseth notany.^ 
prehend some considerable good, attractive Although he be so mighty, so excellent 
of affection; that is not amiable, which is in perfection, so infinitely in state exalted 
wholly contemptible ; or so far as it Is such, above all, yet doth not he blight any ; and 
But in right judgment no man is such ; how can we contemn thohe, whom the cer- 
ibr fhe Wise Man telleth us, that he that tain vouchor and infallible judge of worth 
despimih kis neighbour^ sinnethi and, He deigneth to value ? indeed, God so valued 
is Void of mdertdtmdmg that despiwth his every man os to take great care, to he at 
mighkouT}^ but no man is guilty of bin or great cost and trouble, to stoop down from 
folly for despising that which is wholly des- heaven, to assume mortal fiesh, to endure 

pinching wants and sore distresses, to taste 
It is indeed true, that every man is sub- death for every one. 
ject to defects and to miscluinces, ai»t to We may ask with St. Paul, Why dost 
breed contempt,* especially in the minds of then set at nought thy hr other f * 
vulgar and weak people; but no man is Is it for the lowness of his condition, or 
really despicable. For, for any misfiirtime that hath befalleti him ? 

Every man living bath stamped on him But at^ not the best men, ai'e not ail men, 
th 0 venoralde image of his glorious Maker, art not thou thyself, obnoxious to the like ? "* 
which nothing incident to him can utterly Hath not God declared that he hath aspe- 
dcface. cial regard to such ? and are not such things 

Every man is of a divine extraction, and cHunmonly disposed by his band with a grar- 
allied to Heaven by nature and by grace; mous intent? 

as the bon of God, and brother of God Is it for meanness of parts, or abilitieb, 
iucarnalc : If 1 did despm the come of my or endowments ? But arc not these the 
rmMervmd or of my maidservant^ when gifts of God, absdutely at bis disposal, 
they^mlended wUh me; what then shall / and arbitrarily dWtrilnited or {Reserved]; 

.do when God riseth up ^ and when He visit- * Job sxxu la 14. 15 1 xxxU. s. 1 Pssl, eUv. S; 

' , , ^b xxxiv. 19; Wl«i vl* S; Rom X. IB( lU SB. 
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fio that thou who art ao wiso va th^r own 
coAcoit to-day, mayest, by a diaeaae. or 
froiA a judgment, deaenred by t]^ {nride, 
become m idiot to^norripw? Have not 
many gotid, and th^'ofbre many ba 0 >y 
moii, wanted those things?® 

Is it formoral jmporfbotionaopblemishea; 
for vicious habits, or aotixal misdemeanours ? 
These indeed are the o&fy debasements and 
disparagemonts of a man; yet do tliey not 
expunge the characters of divinity impressed 
on his nature ; and he may by God’s mercy 
recover firom them. And are not we our- 
selves, if grace do not uphold us, liable to 
the same ? Yea, may we not, if without 
partiality or flattwy we eacamine ourselves, 
discern me same within us, or Other defects 
equivalent ? And, however, is not pity ra- 
thcr due to them than contempt? Whose 
character was it, that tAsy truttfid they ume 
righteavs^ and despised others 9^ That the 
most palpable offender should not he quite 
despised, God had a special care in his Law, 
for that end moderaiing pimiahment, and 
resti aining the number of stripes : JQf («aith 
the Law) the vneked man be worthy to be 
beaten^ the judge shall cause him to lie dmm^ 
mid to be beaten before his face^ according 
to his faulty by a certain number, J^orty 
stripes he may give him^ and not exceed . 
lest^ if he shoufa exited, andbeat km above 
thf^ie with many stripes^ then thy brother 
should seem vile unto thee,^ 

W e may consider that the common thing*), 
both gocKl and bad, wherein men agree, 
are far more considerable than the pecu- 
liar tliinus wherein they differ: to be a 
man, is much beyond being a lord, or a 
wit, or a philositphtT ; to bo a Christian, 
clotli iufiiutel} bitrpass being an emperor, 
or a learned cIctIc $ to be a sinner, is much 
worst than to he a beggnr, or an idiot. 
The agrci'meut of men is in tlie substance 
and h'sly of things ; the difference is in a 
circumstance, a friftgt», or a shadow about 
them ; so that we cannot despise another 
muji, without reflecting contempt on our- 
sehes, who are so very like him, and not 
considerably bwtU*r tlian he, or hardly can 
without arrogance pretend to be so. 

Wo ma} , uiercfore, and reason doth re- 
quire, that we should value our neighbour; 
and it is no impossible or unreasonable 
precept which St. Peter givetli us, to ho- 
nour all mms^ and with it a charitable 
mind a ill easily comply: it e\cr will descry 
soinethiug valuable, somethiiig honourable, 
someihiug amiable in our neighbour ; it will 
find somewhat of dignity in the meanest, 

■ 1 Goi. i. !K>. ** buEo xvoi S ; xvl IS. 
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I somewhat of worth in the baaest, some- 
I whathopefulinthemostdegenerateofmeii; 
it therefore will not abbolutely slight or 
scorn any man whatever, looking on him 
as an abject or forlorn wretch, unwortl^ 
of oonbideratioA.' 

It is indeed aj^int of oharhy to see more 
things estSmable iuodiersihan in ourselves $ 
or to be apprehensive of more defects merit- 
ing disesteem in ourselves than m others ; 
and consequently in our opimon to prefer 
others before us, according to those apos- 
tolical precepts, Be kiadly affected one fe- 
wand another wHh brotherly toee^ in hanovr 
preferring one another. In lowliness of 
w&d hi each esteem of Aer better than thm^ 
selves. Be eebject one to another,* 

IL Loving our neighbour doth imi|1y a 
sincere and earnest desire of his weuare, 
and good of ail kinds, in due projfKirtiou: 
for it is a property of love, that it would 
have its object most worthy of itself, and 
consequently that it should attain the best 
state whereof it is capable, and persist £rm 
therein; to be fair and plump, to flovrish 
and thrive without dinuuution or decaj; 
thi«i i& plain to experience in respect to any 
other thing (a horse, a flower, a building, 
or any such thing; which w^e pretend to 
love ; wherefore charity dbould dispose us « 
to be thus afibefed to our neighbour ; so 
that we do not look upon his condition or 
afhurs with an indilferent eye or cold heart, 
but are much concerned ibr him, and put 
forth hearty wishes for his intercst.H : c 
should wibh him adorned with all virtue, 
and accomplished with all worthy endow - 
mentb of soul; we should wish him pro- 
S|)erous success in all his designs, and a 
comfortable satisfaction of his desires; we 
should wish him with alacrity of mind to 
reoff the fruits of hw industr} , and to enjoy 
the best accommodations of his life. Not 
formally and in compliment, as the mode 
is, but really and with a cordial sense, upon 
hb aiidfTtakuig any enterprise, we should 
wish him good spee<i ; upon anj prosper- 
ous success of hb endeavours, we should 
bid him jov ; wherever he i** going, what- 
ever he is ^oing, we should wuh hun peace 
and the presence of God with him; we 
should tender his health, his safety, his 
quiet, his repiibUion, his wealth, his pro- 
spenty, in all respects ; but espHecudly with 
peculiar ardency we should desire bis feud 
welfare, and the happiness of his soul, that 
being incfunpwably his chief concern. 

Henco readily should we pour forth out 
prayers, which are fee truest expressituia 
MCor.atibt. 

* Eom. xii 10} MioTu* 8$ 1 Vet, v. s. 
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of good desire, Ibr tl 
bouir^ to him wlm U Me to work tmd 
«tow U. 

Such wUs the charity of St« Pad for hia 
countrymen, sifmified in thow words : 
tkm^ mtf heears dfme and pra!^ to God 
for Israel that they he saeed;^ such 
was his lore to the PhiUppkiifi, God is my 
record^ homo greatly I kng after youtdl* in 
thebmeU^Jem Christ: ayd me Ipray^ 
that yoar woe mag dbomd more and more 
^ mowtedge^ and in dll 
Such was St* John's charity to his friend 
Gains, to whom he said, Behoed^ I whh 
ab&ife aU Migs that thou mayest prosper and 
he he hadth^ even as thy soul prospereth*^ 
Such is the charity which we are en- 
joined to express toward all men, by pn^ 
mg JoraUmen^ in conformity to the cliarity 
of God, who will haw all men to he savea^ 
md to come to the knowledge of the truth,^ 
Such is the charity wo are commanded 
to use toward our enemies, blessing those 
wfto mrse us^ and praying fa those who 
desmtefuUy use z«, oudf persecute us;* the 
which uas exemplified by our Lord, by St. 
Stephen, by all the holy apostles. 

111 . Charity doth imply a complacence 
or delightfid satisfaction in the good of out 
neighhw • this is consequent on the for- 
mer property, for that joy naturally doth 
result iWim events agreeable to our do- 
aire; charity hath a good eye, which is not 
ofFehdod or dazzled with the Instro of its 
Neighbour's virtue, or with the splendour 
of his fortune, but vieweth either of them 
steadily with pleasure, as a very delightful 
spoctucb; it beholdeth him to prospwand 
flourish, to grow in wealth and repute, not 
only without eiiviotis repining, but with 
pladsomo content; its proprty is to rejoice 
itith them that rejoice;'’' to partake of their 
eiyoyments, to feast in their pleasures, to 
tnumph m their success. 

As one member doth feel the health and 
the delight which another immediately doth 
otijfiy $ * so hath a charitable man a sensible 
comnlaceskjse in the welfare and joy of his 
nrighbour. 

HU prosperity of aiiy kind, in proportion 
to its importance, doth please him ; but 
esperiiJiy his spiritual proficiency and im- 
provement in virtue doth vield matter of 
( (jptent ; and his good deeos he beholdeth 
with abiuidant satisfaction. 

This U that lovtanc^e of charity which 
tit. I’aul s 0 fipeouently doth express in his 
^epistles,*- declanng the extreme joy he did 

*Roi« V I i S, 2W\hi a »3Tohn2 
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feel in the frith, in the virtue, in the orderly 
conversation of those brethren to whom he 
writeth* 

This riiarily possessed St. John, when 
he said, i haw no greater Jay than to hear 
that my children walk in truth,'^ 

This is the charity of heaven, which doth 
even cheer the aiK^, and doth enhance 
the bliss of the tueas^ spirits there ; of 
whom it is said, There is joy in heaven over 
every sinner that repentetL^ Hence this is 
the disposition of charitahle persons, sin- 
cerely to oonjgratulate any good occurrence 
to their neighbour ; they are ready to con- 
spire in rendering thanks and praUo to the 
Author of their welfare, taking the good 
conferred on their nrighbour as a blessing 
oud obligation on themselves ; so that they 
^n such occasions are apt to say with St. 
raul, Whal thanks cm we r&mr to God 
for dU the Joy wherewith we joy for 

your sokes before Godf and, We are houna 
to thunk God always for you^ hrethen^ ht~ 
cause that your faith groweth exceedingly^ 
and tfuit the chanty of every one of mu aU 
toward cask other dbomdefh : and, T thank 
my Godalways on your behalf for the grace 
of God which ts given you by Jesus Christy 
that in every thing ye are enriched by Aim.** 

It is a precept ^ St* Paul, Give thxmks 
dhvays ; which is transUted for 

all things^ but it might as well be rendered 
for all ])erson^^ according to that injunc- 
tion, I exhort^ that first of all^ supplications^ 
prayers^ uttercesswM^ and giving of thanks 
be made for all men ® not only prayers are 
to be made, but thanksgivings are to be 
offered for all men, out of general charitv. 

IV- Correspondently, love of our neigfa> 
hour doth imply condolency and commise- 
ration of the evils befoJling him: for what 
we love, we cannot without displeabure bo^ 
hold lying in a bad condition, linking into 
decay, or in danger to perish $ so, to a cha- 
ritable mind, the fiad state of any man U a 
most unpleasant and painful sight. 

It is the property of charity to mourn ^ 
uifk those that mourn; not coldly, but pas- 
sionately (tor it 18 to weep with those that 
weep)^ resenting every man's case with an 
affoctioD suitable thereto, and as he doth 
himself resent it. 

Is any man fallen into di^ace? charity 
doth hold down its head, is abashed and 
out of cooiitenanee, jiartaking of bs shame ; 
is any man disap{>ointe<l of hU hopes or 
endeavours ? charity crictli out alas I as if 
it were itself defeated: is any man afflicted 

b3Joku4 *).iikoxv 7 10 diThons 111 <1, 
STIievA 1 3* I Cor. i 4*3* (Phil t 3, ttom 1 S; 
B|ih. I Ki, e*ol. i Z, 1 ThPM i 2 ) hi*, w a», 

• 1 Tim u 1 t KAfuiiv* Korn xu. 13 
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with pain or sioknoss? ohari^ looketh sad- 
ly, it sigheth aaid gro^<»th, it fuinteth and 
l^gnisheth with him : is fuiiy man pinched 
with hard want? charity, if it cannot swc- 
eour, it will condole? doth ill news arrive? 
charity doth hear it witli an nnwiUing ear 
and a sad heart, although not particularly 
concerned in it. The sight of a wreck at 
sea, of a ^eld spread with carcasses, of a 
country desolated, of houses biirnt and 
cities ruined, of the like calamities iiir 
cident to mankind, would touch the bowels 
of any man ; but the very report of them 
would affect the heart of charity. It doth 
not sutler a man with comfort or ease to 
enjoy the accommodations of his own state, 
while <»lherb before him are in distress: it 
cannot be merry while any man in presence 
is sorrowful : it cannot seem happy while 
its neighbour doth appear mist>rable: it 
. hath a Aharc in all the afllietions which it 
doth behold or hear of, ac^cordiu^ to that 
instance in St. Paul of the Philippiaiis, Ye 
htvoe done that ye did comnmdcate 
(Of paitake in) my afflictions; and 
ax'cordmg to tliat precejit, Rememher those 
which arc lu honds^ as bound vnth them. 

Such was the ch.irity of Job; Did -not I 
weep for him that was in trouble i mas not 
my soul grieved for the poor v 

Such was the charity of the Psalmist, 
even toward his ingrateful emmics: Thqf 
(sailh he) rewarded me evil for good^ to the 
sjwiling of wy soul; hut as for mo, when 
they were Hck, my clothing was hockcloth^ 
I humbled my soul untk fastuig, 1 hthaned 
myself as tlujugh it had been my friend or 
my brother ; 1 hawed down heatnly as one 
that movrnefh for hh mother,^ 

Such was the charity of St. Paul ; Who 
is weah (Aairlhe) and I am mi weaht who \ 
is ojff ended ^ and J bum notti with fervent 
coinpashioTi. 

Such was the charity of oiur Saviour; 
which so reigned in his heart, that no pas- 
siun is 80 ofit^ii attributed to him as this of 
pity , it being expressed to be tlie motive of 
his great works. Jnus (saith St, Matthew) 
went forth y and scav a great multitude^ 

Myt ur* ui/rcTst and was moved (in 
Lis bow eh) with compassion foulard them^ 
and he healed their skk: and, J have ctiwi- 
jiossion* on the multitude^ heeause thty have 
nothing to eat: and I will not send thcfn 
tavay fobting^ lest they faint in the way:^ 
and, Jesus had compassion on them^ and 
toetohed their eyes:'^ and, Jesus, moved imth 

* ^vyat»t¥m»vvTts, Hob. xlii 3 s Jub xxx 2d 
< FsiU xxxx.M 13,14 •i2Cor. sb29. k Matt 
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compassion, pul forth his hand md iaUcAsd 
him. (the leper), and saith unto him, J 
he thou clean and, When the Lord stm 
her (the widow of Nain, whose son was 
carried out), he had compassion on hers • 
He beheld the city, and usept over it,^ 
considering the miseries impendent on it, 
as a just punishment of their outrageous 
injuries against himself: and wh(*n the two 
good sisters did bewail their brother Laza- 
rus, He groaned in spirit, and was troubled; 
and wept with them : whence the Jewb did 
cfiUeot, Behold haw he hoed MniS^ 

Thus any calamity or misfortune be- 
falling his neighbour doth raise distasteful 
regret and commiseration iu a charitable 
soul; hut especially moral evils (which 
indeed are ^ho great evils, in comi>arison 
whereto nothing else is evil) do w'ork that 
effect; to see men dishonour and wrong 
their Maker, to provoke his anger, and 
incur his disfavour; to bee men abuse their 
reasou, and disgrace their nature ; to see 
men endamage their spiritual estate, to 
endanger the loss of their souls, to di&cobt 
irom Sieir happiness, and run into eternal 
ruin, by distemper of mind and an inor- 
dinate conversation; this is most afflictive 
to a man endued with any good degree of 
charity. Could one see a man sprawling 
on the ground, weltering in his blood, whn 
gaping wounds, gasping for breath, without 
oompAbsion ? And seeing the condition of 
him that lieth grovelling in sin, w'cltering 
in guilt, wounded with bitter remorse and 
pangs of conscience, nearly obnoxious to 
eternal death, is far worse and more de- 
plorable ; how can it but touch the heart 
of a charitable man, and stir his bowels 
with compassionate anguish ? 

Such w^as the excellent charity of the 
the holy Psalmist, sigiiided in tliose ejacu- 
lations: I beheld the transgresm/rs, and was 
grieved; because they kept not thy word: 

I and, Stivers of waters run down mine eyes, 

I because men keep not thy lawJ 

Such was the charity of St. Paul toward 
his incredulous and obdurate countrymen 
(notwithstanding their hatred and ill treat* 
ment of himself), the which he so earnestly 
did aver in those words: Isay the truth, J 
lie not, my consdence also bearing me wit* 
ness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great 
hmrdnessand continual somm in wyMort* 
fur them. 

Such w as the charity of our Lord, which 
disposed him, as tc^ a continual sense of 
men's evils, so upon particular occasions 

“ Mark i 41. « X^ke vll, 13. ► tuke xix. 41. 
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to gAm a* HMtc Bina and q^ltoal waott; 
luB whott the PhttPiims xKuwigiiad him iW 
his doix^ good, ho, His said, did rvxxtnriT' 
gnm (or ooik^e) for the kardnm of 
$kmr ksmiii* and, Whm he emo the fnuL 
atetde^ he woe moeei mth eon^ritm mi 
them^ hetmee they fainted^ em were eaat^ 
tered etroed ew ehmp Aam% no ihenherds^ 
end when he wepi mwr Jermdmy Moause 
it did aot'Aoc/w iiAitede^tke thinge which 
Manged to its jpeoca,'' (edther tem|>oral, or 
otenM,) 

This IS lhat charity, which God htmeelf 
in a WoitderAiland inoompreheoisibie man- 
ner doth exempHQr to uS: for he is iAa 
Ikther of jpttim; foil of 

howeki bineeU ore trotdtled, and do 
eomut^ nhen he b (for uphold^ng justice, 
or reclaiming sinners) constrained to inilict 
punishment; of him it b said, that Aie soul 
was grieved for the mkery of Israel; and 
that he was aj[h(^ed m all tm ajfltHiom of 
]^s people.* So incredible nuracles doth 
va&mte charity work in God, that the im- 
passible God in a manner should sujBfer 
with us, that happiness itself should partake 
in our mbery ; that gnef should spnng up 
in the fountain of joy. How ihb can be, 
we tiboronghly cannot well apprehend ; but 
surely those expresses are used in conde- 
scension to signi^ the greatly charitable 
benignity of God, and to show us our duty, 
that we shnuM be merdfol as our heavenly 
JFidher is nterdfol^ sympathizing with the 
mberies and sorrows of our brethren.^ 

Tl^ b that duty which b so fr6q[uent]y 
inculcated ; when we are charged to put m 
bowels of to be tetider* 

hearted^ to be compassionfde one 

toward another.* 

Hence it b, that good men in this world 
cannot live in any briskness of mirth or 
height of jollity, their own exgoyments he- 
ir^ tempered by the dbeontents of others; 
the continual d^oos spectacles of sorrow 
and of sin damping their pleasures, and 
excessive trane|HMfts of joy; f<n» 
who eotud much ei^oy ^mself in an bos* 
pited, in a prbon, in a charnel ? 

V, It is generdly a property of love to 
appropriate its object ; m apprehension and 
af&oti^ embracing it, poasessb^ it, en* 
joying it as its own: so charity doth make 
our neighbour to be ours, engaging us to 
tender ms case and hb concerns as our own| 
so that we shall exercise about them the 
same affections of soul (the same desirea, 


« Mtrk ms «> Mntt. is. 8S. ^ Lake xlic 41. 
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the same hopes and fears, the same joys 
and sorrows), as about our own nearest and 
moat peculiar interest; so that his danger 
will ax&igbt us, and in hb security we shall 
find repose ; hb profit b g&in,^ and hb 
losses are dimaagesto us; we do rise by hb 
preferment, and sink down by hb fidl; hb 
good speed b a satbfifetion, and his db- 
aimoiatmenta oross tons; hb rx^oyments 
alwrd pleasure, and lus sufferings bring 
pain to us. 

So charity doth enlarge our minds be- 
yond private considerations, conferring on 
them an universal interest, and reducing 
all the world within the verge of their af- 
fectionate care; so that a man's self is a 
very small and inconsiderable portion of 
hb regard: whence charily b said not to 
imh its own things^ and we are commanded 
not to look on our own things ; * for that the 
regard which charity beareth to its own 
interest, in comparison to that wlneii it 
beareth toward the concerns of others, 
hath the same proportion as one man hath 
to all men; being dierefore exceedingly 
small, and as it were none at all. 

This (saith St. Clirysostom) is the canon 
of most perfect ChtisHamem^ this u an erat t 
houndmy^ this is the highest top of it, to 
heek things proMahle to the pMic:^ and 
according to im rule charily doth walk . * 
it prescanbeth that compass to itself, it as* 
pireth to that pitch ; it disposeth to act as 
St. Paul did, I please all men m all things, 
not seeking msne own profit, but the profit 
eofnumy, that they may be saoetL^ 

VI. It is a propeity of love to affect 
union, or the greatest approvmiation that 
can be to its object. A> hatred doth set 
things at distance, making them to shun 
or chase away one another ; so love doth 
attract things, doth combine them, doth 
hold them fast together ; every one would 
be embracing and enjoying what he loveth 
in the manner whereof it is capable : so 
doth charity dispose a man to conjunction 
with others ; it soon will breed acquamt- 
ance, kind conversation, and dmicable cor- 
re^p^dence with our neighbour. 

It would bo a stranger to no man, to 
whom by its intercourse it may yield any 
benefit or comfort. 

Its arms are always open^ and its bosom 
foee to receive all, who do not reject or 
declme its amity. 

It b most firankly accessible, most af- 
foUe, moat tractable, most sociable, most 
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tiipi to interchange good ofBoeB; inoet nrad^r 
to ohligc others, m irilling to be obliged 
bj them. 

It avoideth that unmsonabte statncious- 
ness and diMenoe, that timorous sbyness, 
that crafty reserredaess, that supotcilionfl 
morositj, that fastidious sollenness, and 
the like untoward'dispositions, which keep 
men in estrangement, stifling good incli- 
nations to fanmiarity and friendship. 

VIL It is a property of love to dedre 
a reciprocal aiSecfion f for that is the 
surest possession and flrmest union, which 
is grounded upon voluntarily conspiring 
in afTection ; and if we do value any per- 
son, we cannot but prize his good-will and 
esteem. 

Cliarity is the motli^^of fricndshin, not 
only as inclining us to love others, out as 
attracting others to love us ; disposing us 
to oiFect their amity, and by obliging means 
to procure it. 

Hence is that evangelical precept so 
often enjoined to us, of peace 

tvitA all men^ importing that Me should 
desire and sec^k by all fair ureans the good- 
will of men, Mithont which peace from 
them cannot subsiht ;** ft>r if the)' do not 
love us, they will be infesting us with un- 
kind M ords (»r deeds, 

VJII. Hence also charity dibp<»seth to 
please our neighbour, not only by inoffen- 
hive but by obliging domeanoiu ; by a ready 
complaisance and compliance with his fL 
shion, with his humour, with hit» desire in 
matters lau ful, or in a way consistent with 
duty and discretion. 

Such cliarity St. Paul did prescribe; 
Let aaery m** please hh jiefgA&our, for his 
good to edijivattm : ® such ho practised 
himself; £Jven as I please all men in all 
things^ not seeking mine mm profit ; and, 
/ haee made myself a servant to all^ that 1 
might gain the moreJ 

Such was tlie charity of our Lord, for 
even Christ pleased not himself: * ho indeed 
did stoop to converse with sorry men in 
their way, he came when he was invited, 
lie accepted their entertainment, he from 
the frankness of his conversation with all 
sorts of persons did undergo Uic renroach 
ofbemg attmebibber^ afinmdof publiccm 
and siftfiers,^ 

It is the geniu^i and complejdon of cha- 
rity to iKithii^ uncouth or singular 
in matters of indilfe^rent nature; to be 
candid, not rigid, in opinion ; to be pliable, 

• ^pCB tfiutiue eharltfitU v-5«*h Cp. ix. 
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not Stiff, in humour ; to be nhoodi and 
gentle, not rugged and peovish, in beha* 
vioup. 

It doth indeed not flatter, not soothe, 
not humour any man in bad things, or in 
thij^ very absurd and foolish; xt would 
rather choose to displease and cross him, 
than to abuse, to delude, to wrong, or 
huri him; but excepting such cokcs, it 
gladly pteaseth all men, denying its own 
will ana conceit to satisfy the pleasure and 
fancy of others ; practising that which St^ 
Peter enjoined in that precept, Be of one 
mmd, he compassionate^ l&ve as hnakren^ 
be pkifid^ be courteous :* or as St. Paul 
might intend, when bo bid us 
A.nX«/«, to gratifv^ to indulge one another} 

IX. Love ti our neighbour doth implv 
readiness ujion all occasions to do him go^, 
to promote and advance his benefit m all 
kinds* 

It doth not rest in goc»d opinions of mind, 
and good affections of heart, but from those 
roots doth put forth abundant fruits of real 
beneficence; it will not be satisfied with 
faint desires or sluggish wishes, but udll 
be mt and doing what it can for its neigh- 
bour. 


Love is abusy and active, a vigorous and 
sprightful, a courageous and mdostrloua 
disposition of soul ; which will prompt a 
man, and push him forward to undertake 
or undergo anything, to endure pains, to 
encoimter danger^, to surmount dimculties, 
for the good of its object.* 

Such ih true charity : it will dispose us 
to /cue, as St. John prescribeth, 
ixntum^ in work and in fruM;* not only 
in mental desire, but in effectual perfor- 
mance; not only in verbal pretence, but 
in real effect. 

Hence charity will render a man a g(»- 
neral benefactor, in all matters, upon oil 
occasions ; affording to his neighbour all 
kinds of assibtanee and relief, according 
to his neighbour's need, and his own abi- 
lity : ii will make him a bouutifttl (Sspenser 
of his goods to the poor, a comforter of 
the afmoted, a v'LsHor of tlie sick, an iiK 
struetop of the ignorant, an adviser of the 
doubtftd, a jirotcetor of the oppressed, a 
hospitable entertainer of strangers, a re- 
conciler of differences, an intercessor for 
offetiders, an advocate of those who need 
defence, a sticoomrer of all tiiat w ant hntl^.f 
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ThiD practice of Job desoribeth its na- 
ture: I (salth ho) delivered the poor that 
cried^ and the fatherless^ and him that had 
none to help hm. The blessing of him that 
was ready to perish earns up^ me; and I 
caused the widow's heart to skg for joy* I 
was eyes to the bUndy and feet was 2 to the 
lame: Twos a father to the poor ^ and the 
muse which / knew not I searched out : cmd 
I brake the jam of the unckedy and plucked 
the spoil out of his teeth. If I have held 
the poor from their desire^ or have caused 
the eyes of the mdow to fc^ ; or have eaten 
my morsel myself alonsy and the fatherless 
hath not eaten thereof} if I have seen any 
perish for want of chining ^ or any poor 
without covering. The stranger not 
lodge in the street ; but I opened my doors 
to the traveller.^ 

Such is a charitable man : the sun is not 
more liberal of his Jig;ht and warmth, flian 
be is of beneficial iniluenee. 

He doth not spare his substance, being 
rich in good worksy ready to dhtrihutey will- 
ing to communicate : and where his estate 
feileth, yet the contribution of his endea- 
vour will not be wanting ; he will be ready 
to draw and press others to beneficenee; 
so doing good not only according to liis : 
power, but in a manner beyond it, making I 
the ability of others to supply his oh u weak- 
ness, and being liberal with their wealth. 
The description of Cimon is a good oha^ 
racter of a charitable man: NulUjides ^u9y 
nulii operoy nulli res familiaris defuit.'^ 

Thus may the poorest men be great bo- 
nefaetors : so the poor apostles, who had 
nothing y }et did enrich many; not only 
in spiritual treasure, but taking care for ! 
suppl} of the poor, by their precepts and 
ino\ ing exhortations ; ^ and he that nod md 
where to lay his heady was the most bounti- 
ful person that ever was : for our sake he 
became pooVy that we by his poverty might 
he made rich.^ 

In all kinds charity disposeth to further 
our neighbour's good, butVspecially in ilie 
concerns of his soul ; the which as incompa- 
rably they do surpass all others, so it is the 
truest and noblest cliarity to promote them. 

It will incline us to draw forth our soul 
to ike hungry y and to satisfy the ajjlicted 
soul; to bring the poor that are cast out to 
our house . to cover the nakedy to loose the 
hands of wickednessy to undo the heavy bur- 
denSy to let the oppressed go freCy to break 
every yoke ; ** to supply any corporal indU » 

I \*a. 12 , xxvi 16, 32 "* Com. N«p. m 
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goncy, to relieve sitcf temporal distress: 
but especially it will indhbe to make pro- 
vision for the soulf to relieve the spiritual 
needs of our neighbour ; by afibrding him 
good instruction, and t^ng care that be 
be informed in bis duty, or conducted in 
his way to happiness; by admonition and 
exhortation qmckenix^, encoura^ging, pro- 
voking y spurrii^him to goad works }^ by 
resolving him in.his doubts, and comfort- 
ing Mm in his troubles of conscience; 
(lifting up the hands which hang downy and 
the feeble knees ;*) by seasonable and pru- 
dent reproof: by all ways serving to con- 
vert him from the error of his way ; and 
so soPiitg a soul from deathy and hidhig a 
multitufk of sins ; which is the proper work 
of charity ; for jfharity (saith St. Petei ) 
covereth a nmliltude of sins,* 

This was the charily of our Saviour ; 
He went about doing goody healing the 
bodily infirmities (every su^kness and every 
disease among the satisfying their 

bodily necessities, comforting them in their 
worldly distresses, so for as to perform 
great miracles fbr those purposes (curing 
inveterate maladies, restoring limbs and 
senses, raising the dead, multiplying loaves 
and fishes:} but Ids charity was chiefly 
exercised in spiritual bcncfi<'enicc ; in pur- 
veying sustenance and comfort for their 
souls, in fi^eding their minds by wholesome 
instruction, in curing their s[dritual dis- 
t(*mpers, in coirccting their ignorances and 
errors, in exciting them to duty by power- 
ful advices aiidexliortations, in supporting 
them by heavenly consolations against temp- 
tations and troubles. “ 

Thus also did tlie charity of the holy 
apostles principally exert itself: they did 
not ni'glect affording relief to the outward 
needs of men ; they did take care by earnest 
intercession and exhortation for support (ff 
tlic poor ; but especially they did labour to 
promote the spiritual benefit of men ; for 
this they did undertake ao many cares, and 
toils, and travels ; for tliis they did under- 
go so many hardships, so many hazard.s, so 
many difficulties and troubles : ' Therefore y 
said St* Paul, I endure aU things for the 
elects' sakcy that they may also obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter- 
ml glory. ^ 

X. This indeed is a property of charity, 
to make a man deny himself, to uegleet Ms 
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owii inter(Pj»t^ yea, to despite all selfiah re- 
garde, for tho lleneilt of his nc^hbour ; to 
him that is iouspired with charity, his own 
g(WMl is not good, when it standi inoom- 
pi^titiuu witii the more considerable good 
of another ; nothing is so dear to him, 
which he gladly will not part with upon 
such considerations. 

Liberty is a precious thing, which every 
man gladly would er\}oy ; yet how little did 
St, Paul’s (diarity regard it ! how abso- 
lute!} did ho abandon it for his neighbour’s 
good 1 Though (said he) / am free from 
all men^ yet I haw made myself sermtii (or 
have enslaved myself) onto all^* that Jmight 
gaia the more ; and he did express much 
satisfaction in the bunds which no bare for 
the good of his brethren.^ I Paul (saith 
lie) the prhoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles trouble as an eniUdoer^ 

even unto bonds ; — endure all things for the 
elevt's sake,* 

Every man loveth his own humour, and 
would please himself ; but the charity of St. 
Paul did rather <’hoi>se to please all tmi ; 
making him all things to all men^ that by all 
means he might save some . and the rule he 
coiumeiided to olhc rs, and inipost^d on him- 
self, was this ; We that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak^ and not to 
please ourselves,'^ 

Profit is the common mark of men’s de- 
signs and endeavours : hut charity often 
doth not aim thereat, but waveth it for its 
neighbour’s ivd^ untage I furA^ tnto^uu^ Aim 
hot every num at kis own things^ but every 
man also at the things of others^ is St. 
Paul’s rule ; rind. Not to seek his own profit^ 
but the profit of many,, that they might be 
saved, was his j)rac‘tice.*» 

To suftt*r is griesouR to human nature, 
and every man would shun it ; but charity 
not only doth support it, but joytth in it, 
when it conducelh to its neighboiu*'s advan- 
tage : / rejoice (said that charitable Apostle) 
m my sufferings for you.^ 

Ease IS a thing generally desirable and 
acceptable* ; but charity doth part with it, 
embracing labour, watchings, travels, and 
troubles for its neighbour’s good: upon 
this account did the holy apostles un^r- 
toko abundant labours, os St. Paul telloth 
us ; and to this end (saitli he) do I labour, 
.striving according his uwking, which 
worheth tA me nUghtiiy: to uhat end? that 
ice may present every man perfect in Cltrist 
Jesus : this is that *««*«? that labour 
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of love, which they did oomtnend in otbero^ 
and so notably themselves exercise.^ 

Life of all tilings is held most precious 
and dear; yet this charity upon urgent 
oc^ions w'ill expose, will sacrifice for its 
neighbour’s good; This (our Lord telleth 
us) is the greatest love that any man can 
esspress to his friend;* and the highest in- 
Htance that ever was of charity was herein 
showed ; the imitation whereof St. Jolm 
doth not doubt to recommend to us ; /« 
this (<iaith he) hone wc known the love of 
God, because he hath laid down his Ufe 
for US; and m ought to lay down our life 
for the brethren: and St. Paul, Walk in 
love, even as Christ loved us, and gave 
himself for us an offering and sacrifi^ to 
God: the which precept he backed with 
hU own example: J(haith he) very gladly 
unfl spend and be spent for your souls; 
and, if I he offered mioR the saxrffice and 
service of ymrfcdth, I joy and rejoice with 
you all ; and, Beirrg affectionately desirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted 
unto you, not the Gospel of God only, hut 
also our owu souls, because ye were dear 
unto 

Reputation to some is more dear than 
life, and it is worse than death to be held 
a malefactor, to be loaded with odious re- 
proaches, to have an infamous character ; 
yet charity will engage men hereto, will- 
ingly to sustain the must grievous obloquy 
and dibgraA*e : for this the same horoical 
apostles did pass through honour and dis~ 
honour, through evil re-sort and good re- 
port, as deceivtws^ and yet true . * — ibr this 
Uiey were made a spectacle to the world, as 
fools, as weak^ as depicable ; — were reviled, 
defamed, made as ike filth if the wot Id, and 
offscouruig of all things^^ Fur this St. 
Paul was content to suffer, as 

a malefactor, * So there wa s n oth ing w hich 
cliarity will not deny itself and lose for the 
good of its neighbour. 

XL It is a property of love not to stand 
upon distinctions and nice respects ; but to 
bu condeseensii e, and w illm.j to perforin 
tlie meanest ofiii cs, neediul or useful for 
the good of its ft ieiid. 

He tliat tru!} loietli, is a voluntary ser- 
vant, and gladly will sto<»p io any employ- 
ment, for which the need or considerable 
benefit of him whom ho loveth doth call. 

So the greatest souls, and the most glo- 
rious beings, the which are most endued 

d lyilwss. it 9; 2 Thoffu ill fl , 2 Oor. xi 23 i vi 3. 
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vith ebarify, by it are 

est readmees to serre their infetiorsr 

This made St. Paul ponedtute himself a 
mvmt (we might render it a slave) of eM 
absolutely devoted to the promotii^ 
their interests with his utmost labour 
cSdigenee ; undeitakiug toilsome drudge- 
ries, ruimiiig about upon errands for them. 

This maketh the Idessed and ^orious an- 
gels (the principalities and powers above) 
vouchsafe to wait on men^ to be the guards 
of all good men, to be mimstering spirits, 
sent out to minisier for them who shall in* 
hpit ealvatiom^ not only obedience to God 
enforoeth them, but charity disposeth them 
j^Uull^ to serve us, who are so much their 
anforiors ; the same charity, which produ* 
ceth joy in them at the conversion of a 
sinner. > 

This made the Son of God to descend 
from heaven, and lay aside that glory which 

had with Chd "before the world was;'^ 
this made him who was so rich to become 
poQT^ that VJC by kis poverty might be eu- 
richid ; this made him cmoerse and demean 
himself among bi« servants, as he that mi* 
nistered;^ this made him to wash lus dis- 
ciples* feet, thereby designing instructively 
to exemplify the duty and nature of charitj ; 
for, ^(said he) J, your Lord and Master^ 
have u?ai^d your feet^ then ye also ought to 
umh one another's foet. For I have given 
you an example^ that ye should do as 1 have 
done to you.^ 

This maketh God himself (the high <md 
hfiy One that whahiteth etemityy to con- 
descend so far, as to be continually em- 
ploj^ed in carefully watching over, in pro- 
vtdmg in prot«K*ting and astti sting us 
vile and wretched unmns, for though he 
dwelleth on h^K humhleth he himself to 
behidd the things that ore in heaven and 
earihJ^ This maketh him with so much 
pain and patience to support our infirmities, 
to with our offences, to wait for our 
eouversion ; according to that protestation 
in the Prophet, Thou hast made me to serve 
with thy sinsy thou hast wearied me unth 
thine mquitiesJ 

In conformity to this wonderful practice, 
whose actions are the best rules and pat- 
terns of our deporisment, rimrity should 
dispose us, according to St Paul's prac- 
tice, hy hve to serve one another.* 

Indeed it will not suffer ewy man to look 
down on another with Supercihons contempt 

J 1 (‘or. U IS. k Fral art. 11 ; tixlv.T; Heb. 
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or n^lect, as if he were unworthy or be.* 
neath our remd. It will AoHne supericHrs 
to look on their inferiors (their subjects, 
their servants, their meanest and poorest 
neighbours), not as beasts or as slaves, but 
as men, as Ivethren;^ as descen^ng from 
the same stock, ao pai^ers of the common 
nature and reason ; as those who have oh. 
tained the like precious fs^hs^ as heirs of 
the same precious promises and glorious 
hopes ; as tlieir equals in the best things, 
and in all considerable advantages ; eqiuris 
in God's sight, and accordsng to our Lord's 
intent, when he said, One is your Afaster^ 
even Christy and all ye ere brethren;'^ ac- 
cording to St. Paul*s exhortation to Phile- 
mon, mat he would receive Onesimus, not 
now as a servant^ hut above a servant, a bro* 
(her beloved in the Lord.^ 

Accordingly, charity will dispose men 
of rank in their behaviour to be condes- 
oensive, lowly, meek, courteous, obliging 
and helpful, to those who in human eye 
or in worldly state ore most below them ; 
remembering that ordinance of our Lord, 
charged on ^ his dis»qples, and enforced 
by his own pattern: Jle that ts greatest 
among you let him he your bervont^ 

Love indeed is tlie great leveller, which 
in a manner setteih all things on e\en 
ground, and i cduceth to a just poise ;* 
which bringeth down heaven to earth, and 
raiseth uji earth to hoaveu ; which inclineth 
the highest to wait upon the lowest ; which 
engageth the strength of the mightiest to 
help the weakest, and the wealth of the 
ricllObt to supply the pOttr<*St, •yt^nrat 
irarijf, that tom moy be an eymlUy,"^ that 
nowhere there may be an useless abun- 
dance, or a helpless indigence. 

XI 1. Chai'ity doth regulate our dealing, 
our deportment, our conversation, toward 
omr neighbour, implying good usage and 
fair treatment of him on all occasions ; for 
no man doth handle that which he loveth 
rudely or rou{^hly, so as to endanger the 
loss, the detriment, the hurt or ofience 
thereof. 

Wherefore the language of charity is 
soft and sweet, not wounding the heart, 
nor grating on the ear of any with whom a 
numconversetb; Bkethe language of which 
the Wise Man soith, The words of the 
pure are pleasant laorck;— .such ts are 
smet to the soul, and health to the hones : 
and, The words of a wise man's mouth are 
gracious s* such as our Lord's were 

* AnilcUfa pxiwB invemt, aut tacit. 
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words ijlgrace ;• such as the Apostle 
spcaketh of, your speech he aUceiys 
with grace ^avtck as titsif give 
grace to the hearers;^ beinf entermned, 
not with avoribation, hut with favourable 
a<'Ci*ptance, 

Its carriage is gentle, oourteoua, ; 
bearing in it marks of aifection and kmd 
respect. 

its dealing is equal, moderate, fair; 
vielding no occasion iif di^fust or com- 
idaint ; not catching at, or takiiij|g Jdim* 
tages, not motiiig hard ttteaaure. 

it doth not foster anv had passion or 
humour, which may emmttor or sour ooo- 
verhafion, so that it rcndereth a man eon^ 
tinually good company. 

If a man be harsh or surly in his dis- 
eourbc, rugged or rude in his demeanour, 
hard and rigorous in his dealing, it is a 
certain argument of his defect in charity ; 
for that ciumeth and sweetencth the mind; 
it quaslicth keen, fierce, and boisterous 
I».ab‘‘ioijs ; it dibcardeth those conceits, and 
lhi»be humours, from whence such practice 
doth ibsue. 

C*harity (mxh St. Paul) he^ 

havelh imt itselj UAftnndsfnnety is not un- 
toward, unbeeml.v, tmeivil, or clownish in 
word, or in earriap, or in deed: it is in 
truth the most civ liming and mo.st polish- 
ing dispo««itiun that can be: nothing doth 
rimler a man so completely genteel; not in 
au atr(<.t(d or artificial way (consisting in 
certain postures or motions of body (dop- 
ping, cringing, &c.) ; in forms of expres- 
sion, or modish a«ldi*esho«, which men learn 
like pajTots, and \ent by lote, usually not 
mtaning any thing by them, often uith 
tlhiii disguising fraud and rancoim), but 
in a real and natural maimer, suggested 
by good judgment and hearty aflt^ction. 

* A charitable man may jKThaps not be 
guilty of courtship, or may be unpractised 
in modes of address ; but he will not 
be deficient in the substance of paying 
etory man j)ro])er and due* respect: this 
indeed is true courte.sy, ground on rea- 
son, and proceeding from the heart ; which 
therefore is far more genuine, more solid, 
more steady, than that which is built on 
fashion, and i&sueth from afthetation; the 
which indeed only doth ape or counterfeit 
the deportment of charity ; for what a cha- 
ritable man truly is, that a gallaut would 
i»eom to be. 

Such are the properties of charity. 

There be also further many paiiicular 
acts, wliich have a very close alliance to 
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it (being ever coherent with it, or 
iug ftrom it), which kre reouimuended to 
us by precej^ in the holy Scripture ; thd 
which it will be convenient to tnebiiou. 

1* It is a proper act of charily to fbr- 
hear anger upon provocation, or to r^ess 
its motions; to resent injuries and dia* 
courtesies either not at all, or very cahuljr 
and mildly: for, 

Chari 1 ^ 0 & ts not easily pro^ 

vtML Oharity ss^ereth long 

md ZB hind* Charity doA 

endure all tMngs,^ 

Anger is a violent insurrection of the 
mind against a person, but love is not apt 
ia rise up in opposition against any; anger 
Is an intemperate heat, love hath a pure 
warmth quite of anotbm* nature; as na- 
tural heat is from a fever; or as the heat 
of the sun from that of a culumry fire, 
which putteth that out as the sun-beams 
do extinguish a culinary fire: anger hath 
an dfl^pf 7 f, an appMe of revenge, or 
doing mischief to the object of it ; but lovo 
is innocent and worheth no eviL* 

Love distioseih, if our neighbour doth 
misbehave himself toward us (by wrong- 
ful usage, or unkind carriage), to be sorry 
fc»r him, and to pity him ; which are pas- 
sions contrary to anger, and slaking the 
violences of it. 

It is smd in the Canticles, Many waters 
canmt quench hve^ niniher cm the fioode 
drom it:^ charity would hold out against 
many neglects, many provocations. 

Heme the precepts: Walk wUh all low* 
liness and meekness^ with long*supMngy 
forbearing one another in hvc}^ Let all 
bitterness^ and wrath ^ and anger ^ and cla* 
mour^ and eril speakings be put away from 
you^ inth all malice Put off ttnger^ wrath^ 
malke^ &c. Be slow to wrathy 

51* It ia a projior act of charity to remit 
ofUmoes, suppri b'^iiig all designs of revenge, 
and not retaining any grudge ; f<»r, 

Charity rttm tt*) u. doth caver tdl things ; 
and in this sense doth hide a multitude of 
sins: all disposition^, all intents to do harm, 
are inconsistent with it, arc quite repug- 
nant to it.* 

Hence those precepts : Put on, as the 
elect of God^ holy and beloved^ bowels cf 
mercies^ kindness^ humbkitess of meek* 
ness^ long-sufferings forbearing imp another ^ 
and forgiving one another ^ fatty mm hone 
a (pgtrrel against rmy, even as Christ for* 
gave ym^ so also do ye : Be ye kind one to 
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mother^ tender-hearted^ forgmng &ne <m- 
other; eeen as God for Gbist's sake hath 
forgiven you: See that none reader evil far 
em^ ind ever follow that which is good^ hotk 
among yourselves and toaUmen: and mau^ 
the like precepts occur io the gospels, the 
apostolical writings ; ^ea, even in the Old 
Testaxnent, wherein charity did not run in 
so high a strain^ 

It is a duty coherent with charity, to 
maintain concord and peace ; to abstain 
from contention and strife, together with 
llie sources of them, pride, envy, emula- 
tion, malice. 

Wo are commended to be and 

of one soul, of one mind (like the 
multitude of believers in the Acts, who had 
one heart imd one soul:) that we should 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
pteaee ; that we should be of one accord, of 
one mind, standing fast in. one spirit, unth 
mw mind; that we should all speak the smne 
thing, and that there he iw divisions among 
us, but that we he perfectly joined together 
in the same mind, and in the scone judgment ; 
that there be no factions, or schisms in the 
body ; tliat all dissensions, all clamours, all 
murmurings, all emulations, should be 
abandoned and put away from us ; that we 
should pursue and maintnin peace with aU 
men: obedience to which commands can 
only be the result of charity, esteeming 
the person and judgment of our neighbour ; 
desiring his good will, tendering his good ; 
curbing tliose fleshly lusts, and th >so flcrce 
passions, fihm the predominaoy whereof 
discords and strifes do spring.*^ 

4. Another charitable practice is, l>eiTig 
candid in opinion, and mild in censure, 
about our neighbour and his actions ; 
having a good conceit of his person, and 
representing liim to ourselves under the 
host character we can ; making the most 
favourable construction of hi^ w ords, and 
the fairest interpretation of his designs. 

Charity disposeth us to entertain a good 
Opinion of ourneighbuur; for, desiring 
good, we shall be concerned for him, and 
prejudiced, as it were, on his side ; being 
unwilling to discover any blemish in him 
lo our own disappointmeni and regret* 

Love cannot subsist without esl cem ; and 
it would not willingly, by destroying that, 
lose its own subsistence. 

Love would presence any go6d of its 
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friend, and therefore his reputation ; which 
is a good in itself precious, and ever very 
dear to him. 

Love would bestow any good, and there- 
fore its esteem ; which is a considerablo 
good. 

Harsh censure is a very rude kind of 
treatment, grievously vexing a man, and 
really hurting him ; charity, therefore, will 
not be guilty of it. 

It disposiith rather to oversee and con- 
nive at faults, than to find them, or to pore 
on them ; rather to hide and smother, than 
to disclose or divulge them ; rather to ex- 
tenuate and excuse, than to exaggerate or 
aggravate them. 

Are words capable of a good sense ? 
charity will expound tlmm thereto: may 
an action be imputed to anv good intent ? 
charity will ever refer it thither : doth a 
fault admit any plea, apology, <ir diminu- 
tion ? charity will be sure to allege it : may 
a quality admit a good name ? charity will 
call it thereby.* 

It doth not naxAii, impuLe evil, 

or put it to any man's account, beyond ab- 
solute necessity. 

It hopetk all things, and believeth all 
things; ® hopeth and bi*lieveth all things f<»r 
the l)est, in favour to its neighbour, oon- 
I corning his intentions and actions liable to 
I dembt. 

It banisheth all evil surmises;^ it re- 
jectoth all iU stories, malicious insinuations, 
perverse glosses and dc‘seants. 

5* Another charitable practice is, to com- 
port with the infirinilics of our neighbour ; 
according to that rule of St. l*aul, Wf that 
are strong ought to bear the wjirmities of 
the v’pak,** and not to please ourselves; and 
that preo( pt. Bear one another's burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of CVtrist. 

Is a uian wis(*r than his neighbour, or 
in any ease freer of defects? eJiarity will 
dispose to use that advantage so as not to 
contemn him, or insult over him; but to 
instruct him, to help him, to comfort him. 

As we deal witli children, allowing to 
the infirmities of their age, bearing their 
ignorance, frowardness, untoward hu- 
mour.s, without distasting them ; so should 
we with our brethren w lio labour undtT 
any weakness of mind or humour. 

6. It is an act of charity to abstain from 
oflTending or scandalizing our bi^ethren ; by 
doing anything, which either may occasion 
him to commit sin, or disaffeet him to re- 
ligion, or discourage him in iJie practice of 
duty (that which St, Paul calleth to defle'* 
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and mite kis weak consciences*^) or which 
anywise way discompose, vex, aiad grieve 
hiin : for, If thy hrother be grieved with thy 
meats walhest thou not charitably.^ 


SERMON XXVIII. 

WOTIVKH AND AnGOMKNTS TO CHAEITY. 

lIifiB. X. 24, — Let UH consider one another to 

provoke unto /cue, omd to good works. 
That which is hero rec(»mine«ded by the 
Apo&tle, as the common duty of Christians 
toward each other, njM»n emergent (»cca- 
bions, with zeal and care to provoke one 
another to the practice of charity and bo- 
iieficenee, may well be conceived the special 
duty of those, whose office it is to instruct 
and guide others, when opportunity is af' 
forded ; with that obligation 1 shml now 
CM»m])ly, by representing divers consider- 
atifins serving to excite and encourage ns 
t(» that practice : this (without premising 
any description or explication of the duty ; 
the iiuiiire, special acts, and properties 
whcrer)f 1 hax* already declared) 1 shall 
i imiiedial ely undertake . 

1. First, then, I desire you to remember 
and consider that you are men, and as such 
obliged to this duty, as being very agree- 
able to human nature ; the vi hich, not l>e- 
ing corrupted or distcmiicred by ill use, 
doth incline to it, doth call for U, doth like 
and approve it, doth find satisfaction and 
cli light therein. 

St. Paul chargedh us to he 

or to hivc a natural affection 
one tmeard another. • that suppose! h a 
inbred to men, which should be roused up, 
improved, and exercised. Such an one in- 
deed the re is, w hich, although often raked 
lip and smothered in the common atten- 
dances on the providing for our m^eds, 
and prosecuting our aflhirs, will upon oc- 
casion more or less break forth and dis- 
cover itself. 

That the constitution and frame of our 
nature disposeth to it, we cannot but feel, 
w'heii our bowels are touched with a sensible 
pain at the view of any calamitous object; 
when our fancies are disturbed af the re- 
port of any disaster befalling a man; when 
the sight of a tragedy i^ringeth com])As8ion 
and tears from us : wluch affections we can 
hardly quash by any reflection, that such 
events, true or foiled, do not concern 
ourselves. 

Hence doth nature so strongly affect 
society, and abhor solitude ; so that a man 
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ewQot enjoy himself alone, or find satisfao^ 
tion in any good without a companion:^ 
not only for that he then cannot receive, 
but aUo because he cannot impart assist- 
ance, consolation, and delight m converse: 
fiir men do not affect society only that they 
may obtain benefits thereby ; but as much 
or more, that they may he enabled to com- 
municate them ; nothing being more dis- 
tasteful than to be always on the taking 
hand: neither indeed hath any thing a 
more pleasant and savoury relish than to do 
good ; as even Epicurus, the great patron 
of ideasurc, did confess. 

The practice of benignity, of courtesy, 
of clemency, do at first sight, witliout aid 
cf any discursive reflection, obtain approba- 
tion and applau«e from men ; being accept-^ 
able and amiable to their mind, as beauty 
to their sight, harmony to their hearing, 
fragrancy to their hinell, and sweetness to 
their taste: and, correspondently, uiichari 
table dispositions and practices (malignity, 
har.shness, cruelty) do uflend the mind with 
a disgustful resentment of them. 

We may appt^al to the conscience of 
each man, if he doth not feel dissatisfaction 
inthatflerccness or frowardncss of temper, 
which produceth imcharitahlene^s ; if be 
have not a complacence in that sweet and 
calm disposition of soul, whence charity 
dutii issue ; if he do not condemn himself 
for the one, and approve himself m the 
other prac‘tice. 

This is the common judgment of men ; 
and therefore in common language this 
]n\nctice is styled humanity, a^ sorting 
with our nature, and becoming it ; f and 
the principle whence it ftpriiig^*th is called 
good nature ; and the contrary practice is 
htiled inhumanity, as thwarting our natu- 
ral inclinations, or divesting us of man- 
hooil; and its source likewise is termed 
ill-nature, or a corruption of our nature. 

It i.s thwefore a monstrous paradox, 
crossing the common sense of men, which 
in this loose and vain world hath lately 
got such vogue, that all nun naturally are 
enemies one to another : ii: pretendeth to 
bo grounded on conunon observation and 
experience; but it is only an observing 
the w orst actitins of the worst men ; of dUsu- 
lute ruffians, of villainous cheats, of raven- 
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ous op{nre68or6, of Aialictottfl ifoUUdttna, 
raofa degenerate apostates from 
by whose practice (debauched hjr vak oon^ 
celts and nat^hty customB) an iu measure 
is taken oi mankind. Aristotle Idmself, 
who had observed things as well as any of 
these men, and with ab sharp a judgment, 
aihrmeth the contrary, that all men ore 
friends, and disposed to entertain fricaadly 
correspondence with one another :* indeed 
to say the contrary is a blasphemy against 
the Author of 'our nature; and is spoken 
no less out of profane enmity against him, 
than out of venomous malignity i^aii^ 
men: out of hatred to God and goodness, 
they would disparage and vilify the noblest 
work of God*8 creation ; yet do they, if we 
sound the bottom of their mind, imply them- 
selves to admire this quality, and their 
decrying it do commend it : for it is ea^ 
to discern that therefore only they slander 
mankind as uncapable of goo^css, because 
out of malignity they would not allow it so 
excellent a quality. 

II. Let us consider what our neighbour 
is ; how near in blood, how like in nature, 
how much in all considerable respects the 
same with us he is. 

Should any one wrong or defame our 
brother, we should be displeased ; should 
we do it oursches, or should we omit any 
ofliee of kindness towai*d him, we should 
blame ourselves: every man is such, of 
«)ne stock, of one blood with us ; and as 
such may challenge and call for real i^eo- 
tion from us. 

Should any one mar, tear, or deface our 
picture, or ''how any kind of di8ri*spec*t 
thereto, we should bo offended, taking it 
for an indignity put on ourselves ;t and as 
for ourselves, we should never in such a 
tnaitner affront or despite oursolves; every 
man in such, our most lively image, repre- 
senting us most exactly in all the mmn 
iigures and features of body, of soul, of 
state; we thence do owe respect to every 
one. 

Every man is another self, partaker of 
the same nature, endued with the same fa- 
culties, subject to the same laws, liable to 
the same fortunes; distinguished from us 
only in accidental and variable dreumatan- 
ces ; whence if we be amiable or estimable, 
so is he upon the same grounds ; and acting 
impartially (according to right judgment) ! 
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we should yield love and esteem t6 him: 
by slighting, hatinf^, injuring, hurtiitghim, 
we do consequenwly abuse ourselves, or 
acknowledge ourselves deservedly liable to 
the same usage. 

Everyman, as a Christian, is in a higher 
and nobler way allied, assimilated, and iden- 
tifi^ to us ; to him, thsnrefore, upon the like 
grounds, improved charity is more due; 
and we wrong our heavenly relations, oim 
better nature, our more considerable selves, 
in withholding it from him. 

HI. Equity doth plainly require charity 
from us: for every one is ready not OTdy 
to wish and seek, but to demand and claim 
love from others ; so as to bo much offend- 
ed and grievously to complain, if be do not 
find it. 

Wc do all conceive love and respect due 
to us from all men ; we take all mc^n bound 
to wish and tender our welfare; we sup- 
pose our need to require commiseration 
and succour from every man: if it be re- 
fused, We think it a hard case, and that 
we are ill used; we cry out of wrong, of 
discourtesy, of inhumanity, of baseness 
practised toward us. 

A moderate respect and affection will 
hardly satisfy us ; we pretend to them in 
the highest degree, disgusting the least 
appearance of disregard or di«affe(‘tion ; v e 
can searcO better digest indifference than 
hatred. 

This evidenceth our opinion and con- 
science to be, that we ought to pay the 
greatest respect and kimlnes^ to our neigh- 
hour: for it is plainly unjust and ridicu- 
lously vain, to require that from otlurs, 
which we refuse to others, who may dt- 
mandit upon the same title; nor can we 
without St If- condemnation practise th.*t 
which we detest in others. 

In all reason and equity, if 1 would have 
another my friend, 1 must be a friend to 
him; if 1 pretend to charity from all men, 
1 must render it to all in the same kind 
and measure. 

Hence is the law of charity well expressed 
in those terms, of doing to others wfmtever 
we would hone them do to im;*» whereby 
the palpable equity of this practice is dtv 
monstrated. 

IV. Let us consider that charity is a ri^jht 
noble and worthy thing ; greatly perfective 
of our nature ; much dignifying and beau- 
tlf^ng our sold. 

It renderetfa a man truly great, enlarging 
his mind unto a vast circumference, and 
to a capacity xiear infinite ; so that it by a 
general care doth reach all things, by aa 
k Matt «a. 
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universal affection doth embrace and greap 
worlil 

By it our reason obtaineth a field or 
scope of omployment worthy of it, oot con- 
fined to the blender interests d one person 
or one place, but extending to the con* 
corns of all men* 

Charity is the imitation and oopj'of that 
immense love, which is the fountain of all 
bring and all j^od which made all things, 
which preserveth the world, which sustiufn- 
eth every creature: nodiiiig advaoceth us 
so near to a resemblance of bim, who is 
essential love and goodness ; who freely and 
purely, without wy regard to his own ad^ 
vantage or capacity of finding any beneficial 
return, doth bear and express the highest 
good-will, with a liberal hand pouring down 
showers of bounty and mercy on ail his 
creatures; who daily putteth up number- 
less indiernitieb and injuries, upholding and 
maintaiiung those who ofiend and provoke 
him/ 

(''harityrendcreth us as angels, or peers 
to those glorious and blessed creatures, 
whu, with«)ut recei\ing or expecting any 
requital from us, do heartily desire and 
delight in our good, are ready to promote 
it, do willingly burve and labour for it. 
Nothing is more amiable, more admirable, 
more venerable, evt»n in the common eyo 
and opinion of men ; it hutli in it a Imauty 
and a majesty apt to ravish every heart; 
even a spark of it in generosity of dealing 
breedetb admirati^m, a glimpse of it in for- 
mal ooortesy of briio\iour procureth much 
esteem, being deemed to accomplish and 
adorn a man; how lovely, therefore, and 
trulj gallant, is an entire, sincere, constant 
and uniform practw'e thereof, issuing from 
pure good will and affection ! 

Love, indeed, or goodness (for true love 
is notliing ebe hut goodness exerting itself, 
in direction toward objects capable of its 
influence) is thu only aiidaldc and only 
honourable thing: power and wit may be 
admii ed b) ^ome, or have some femd ido- 
laters; but bring severed from goodness, 
or abstracted tit>m tbefr subserviency to it, 
they cannot obtain real love, they deserve 
not any esteem: for the worst, tlie most 
unhappy , the most odious and contemptible 
of beings, do partake of them in a high 
measure ; the prince of darkiwss hath more 
power, and i igoetU with absolute sovo. 
reignty over more subjects by many, than 
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great Turk ; one devil may have more 
wit than all the politic Aehitophels, and all 
the profane Hectors in the world ; yet with 
all his power and all his wit he is 
wretched, most detestable, and most despi- 
cable: and such in proportion is every one 
who partaketh in his accursed dispositiona 
of malice and uncharitableness. For, 

On the other side, uncharitableness is a 
very mean and base thing:^ it cuntraeteth 
a man*H soul into a narrow compass^ or 
stralteneth it as it were into one pomt ; 
drawing all his thoughts, his desires, his 
affections into himself, as to their centre ; 
so that his reason, his will, his activity, have 
but one piti^ object to exercise themselves 
about; to scrape together a little pelf; to 
catch a vapour of fame, to prog for a fri- 
volous semblance of power or aignity, to 
soothe the humour or pami>er the sensu- 
ality of one poor worm, is the ignoble sub- 
ject of his busy care and endeavour. 

By it we debase tmrseh es mto an affinity 
with tlio meanest thin^, becoming either 
like beasts or fiends: like bmts, affecting 
only our own present sensible ^good ; or 
like fiends, designing mischief and trouble 
to others. 

It is indeed hard for a man without cha- 
rity, not to be worse than an innocent beast $ 
not at least to be aa a fox, or a wolf ; either 
cunningly lurching, or violently ravening 
for prey : • love only <*an rt'fetrain a man from 
flying at all, and seizing on whatever he 
im*eteth ; from biting, friwn worrying, from 
devo'uring every one that is weaker than 
himself, or who cannot defend himself Iroiu 
hb paws and teetli. 

V, The practice of charity is productiie 
of many great benefits and advantage's to 
us : bo that to love our neighbour doth in- 
volve the truest love to ourwives ; and we 


are not only obliged in duty, but may be 
encouraged by our interest thereto ; bt^ati- 
tude is often pronounced to it, or to soiue 
particular instances of it ; and well may it 
be so, for it indeed will cunstitute a tmm 
happy, producing to him nianifold comforts 
and conveniences of Ufr: some whereof we 
shall touch. 

VL (1.) Charit;^ doth free w souls of 
all those bad dispositions and passions which 
vex and disquiet them ; firom those gloomy 
passions which cloud our mind; from those 
keen passions which fret our heart ; from 
thoae tumultuous passimis which ruffe us, 
and discompose the frame of our soul.t 
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It btifleth anger (that swocm of reason, 
tiansporting a inim out of himself;) for a 
man hardly can be incensed against those 
whom he tenderly loveth : a potty neglect, 
a hard word, a small disooxirtesy, wiU not 
fire a charitable soul ; the groatest affiront 
or wrong can liardly kindle rage therein. 

It banihheth envy (that severely just vice, 
wliich never faileth to punidi itself;) for 
no man will repine at his wealth or pros- 
perity, no man will malign his worth or 
virtue, whose good he ol^tably desireth 
and wisheth.* 

It excludeih rancour and spite, tliose 
dispositions which create a hell in our soul; 
which are directly repugnant to charity, 
and thereby dispelled as darkness by light, 
cold by heat. 

It Muffereth not revenge (that canker of 
the heart) to harbour in our breast ; for 
who can intend mischief to him, in whose 
good he dclighteth, in whose evil he feel- 
clh displeasure ? 

It avoideth fear, suspicion, jealousy of 
miseliief dcbigned against us: the which 
passions have torment or do punish us, as 
St. John saith, racking us with anxious ex- 
pectation of evil ; wherefore there is (saith 
he) no fear in hve^ hat perfect lone castetk 
oat fmn ^ no man indeed is apt to fear him 
whom ho lovetli, or is able much to love 
him whom he f<‘areth : for love estcemeth 
its object as innocent, fear apprehendeth 
it as hwlful ; lose disposeth to follow and 
embrace, feai* inclinetli to decline and shun. 
To suspect a ftiend, therefore, is to dis- 
avow him for such ; and ujion slender 
grounds to conceit ill of him, is to deem 
liim unworthy of our love. The innocence 
and inoffensiveiiess of charity, which pro- 
\oketh no man to do us harm, doth also 
hretui great sccui’ity and couddeiice : any 
man will think he may walk imarmc*d and 
unguarded among those to whom he bear- 
eth good-will, to whom he neither mean- 
eth nor doeth any harm ; being guarded 
by a good conscience*, and shielded with 
innocence. 

It removeth discontent or dissatisfaction 
in our state ; the which usually doth spring 
from ill conceits and surmises about our 
neighbour, or from wrathful and spiteful 
affections toward him: for while men have 
good respect and kindness for their neigh- 
boure, they seldom are dissatisfied in them 
own condition ; they can never want com- 
fort, or dtspair of succour. 
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It curbeth ambition and avarice ; those 
impetuous, thove insatiable, those trouble- 
some dispositions: for a man will not affect 
to climb above those in whose honour he 
ffndeth satisfaction, nor to scramble with 
them for the goods which he gladly would 
have them to enjoy ; a competency will sa- 
tisfy him, who taketb himself but for one 
among the rest, and who can as little en- 
dure to see others want as himself who 
woidd trouble himself to get power over 
those, to overtop them in dimity and fame, 
to surpass them in wealth, whom he is ready 
to serve in the meanest offices of kindness, 
whom he would in honour prefer to him- 
self, unto whom he will liberally commu- 
nicate what he hath for his comfort and 
relief. 

In the prevalence of .such bad passions 
and dispositions of soul our misery doth 
most consist ; thence the chief troubles 
and inconveniences of our life do proceed; 
wherefore charity doth highly deserve of 
us iu ff*eemg us mom them. 

VII. (2.) It consequently doth settle our 
mind in a serene, calm, sweet, and <‘hecr- 
ful state; in an even temper, and good 
humour, and harmonious order of soul; 
which ever will result from the evacuation 
of bad passions, from the composure of 
such as are Indifferent, from the excite- 
ment of those which are good and pleasant : 
The fruits of the Spirit (saith St. Paul) 
are love^ joy^ peace^ (onff-sujfering^ gentk* 
ness^ goodness^ (or benignity ;) love pre- 
cedeth, joy and peace follow as its constant 
attendants, II gentleness and benignity come 
after as its certain effects. 

Love, indeed, is the sweetest of all 
passions, ever accompanied with a secret 
delectation and pleasant sense; whenever 
it IS placed upon a good object, when it 
acteth 111 a rational way, when it is vigo- 
rous, it must needs yield much joy. 

It therefore greatly conducetli to our 
happiness, or rather alone doth suffice to 
constitute us happy. 

V HI. (3.) Charity will preserve us from 
clivers external mischiefs and inconveni- 
ences, to which otir life is exposed, aud 
which otherwise we shall incur. 

If we have not charity towards men, we 
shall have enmity with them; aud upon 
that do wait troops of mischief: we shall 
enjoy nothing quietly or safely, we shall do 
nothing without opposition or contention ; 
no conversation, no commerce will be plea- 
sant; clamour, obloquy, tumult, and trouble 
wUI surround us ; wo shall live in perfie* 
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tun! danger, the enmity of the meanest and 
weakest creature being formidable. 

But all such mischiefs charity will pre- 
vent or remove ; damming up the foun* 
tarns, or extirpating the roots of them : 
for who will hate a person that apparently 
loveth him ? who can be so luirbwoixs or 
babe as to hurt that man whom he findeth 
ever ready to do him good? what brute, 
what devil, can find in his heart to be a foe 
to him who is a sure friend to all?* No 
publican can be so wretcht*dly vile, no sin- 
ner so destitute of goodness; for, If (saath 
our Lord, upon common experience) ye 
Hove them which hee you^ what reward have 
yei do not even the pubHcms the samef 
and, If ye do gotni to them which do good 
to you^ what thank have yef for simiere 
also do even the same it seemeth beyond 
the greatest degeneracy and corruption 
II hereof humati nature is capable, to re- 
quite charity with enmity, yea not to return 
some kindness for if : T<f i ttuxtiew ; Who 
(saith St. Fetor) is he that mil do you hurt^ 
tf be folloutrs of that which isgoodf^ or 
imitators of him that is good (of the so- 
vereign goodness?) none suriiy can be so 
unjust or so niiworthy. 

As charity resti aineth.us from doing any 
wrong, or yielding any oficnce toothers in 
thought , in w ord, in deed ; from entertain- 
ing any bad conceits without ground, from 
liatchmg any mist luevous designs against 
our neighbour ; from using any har^, vi- 
rultmt, biting language ; from any rug- 
ged, discourteous, disobliging behaviour; 
from any wrongful, rigorous, severe deal- 
ing toward him; from any contemptuous 
pride, or supercilious arrogance : so it con- 
sequently will defend us from the like treat- 
ment : ior scarce any man is so malicious 
as without anj provocation to do mischief; 
no mail is so incorrigibly savage, as to ptr- 
sist in committing outrage upon perfect 
innocence , joined w ith patience , with meek- 
ness, with eourtesy :t charity wdll melt the 
liardcst heart, and charm the fiercest spirit ; 
it will bind the most violent hand, it will 
still the most obstreperous tongue ; it will 
reconcile the most ofTended, most preju- 
diced heart . it is tlie best guard tliat can 
bo of our safety from assaults, of our in- 
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terest from damage, of our reputation from 
slander, detraction, and reproach4 
If you would have examples of this, ex* 
mjri<*nce will afford many ; and some we 
have in the sacred records oommended to 
our observation : Esau was a rougli man, 
and one who had been exceedingly provoked 
by hw brother Jacob yet how did meek 
and respectful demeanour overcome him! 
so that JEsau (it is said in the history) ran 
to meet him (Jacob), and fell on his neck^ 
and kissed him: and they wept,^ 

Saul was a man possessed with a furious 
envy and spite against David ; yet into w hat 
expressions did the sense of his kind deal- 
ing frree him ! Is this thy voice^ my sou 
David f — Thou art more righteous than I; 
for thou hast rewarded me good^ whereas 
1 have rewarded thee evil: — behold^ I have 
played the fool ^ and have erred escteedingly^ 
So doth charity subdue and triumph over 
the most inveterate prejudices, and the 
most violent passions of men. 

If peace and quiet lie desirable things, as 
certainly they ore, and that fonn implietli, 
when by wishing peace with men, wo are 
understood to wisn all good to them ; it is 
charity only that preserveth them : whicii 
more surely than any pow’er or policy doth 
quash all war and strife ; j] for war must 
havojiartics, and strife hnplicth resistance : 
be it the fir*-t or second blow which make Hi 
the fray, charity will avoid it ; fur it nei- 
ther will stiike the inofPcncc, nor the 
Si\*ond in revenge. Charity therefore may 
well be stjrlcd the bund of peace it being 
that only which can knit rntn’s ‘'oula to- 
gether, and keep them from breaking out 
info di'^sensions. 

It alone is that which will prev cnl bi< ker- 
iiig and clashing about jioints of credit or 
interest; if we love not our neighbour, or 
tender not his good oa our own, we shall 
^ 0 ever in competition and debate with him 
about those things, not sutfering him to 
eiyoy any thing quietly ; struggling to gi*t 
above him, scrambling with him for what 
is to be ha^l. 

IX. (4.) As charity preserveth from ini' . 
chiefs, so it procun'th many swt*et comforts 
and fair accommodations 4)f life. 

Fi'iendship is a m(»st useful and pleasant 
thing, and chai*it} will conciliate good store 
thereof > it is apt to make ail men friemls ; 

t Curbones ignlMCAnffrevabis Bui>ercatmt«Jufi ; itou 
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for love is the only general philter and 
eifectual charm of souls; the dre wmch 
Idndleth all it toucbeth, and propagafeth 
itself in every capable subject;* and such 
a subject is every man in whom humanity 
is not quite extinct; and hardly can any 
such man be, seeing every man hath some 
good humour in him, some blood, some 
KUtidly juice flowing in his veins; no man 
wholly doth consist of dusky melancholy, 
Of fiery choler ; whence all men may be 
presumed liable to the powerful impn^ 
sions of charity : its mild and serene coun- 
tenance, its sweet and gentle speech, its 
courteous and obliging gesture, its frir 
dealing, its benign conversation, its readi- 
ness to do any good or service to any man, 
will iubiimate good-will and respect into 
all hearts. 

It thence will encompass a man with 
friends^ with many guards of his safety, with 
many supports of ms fortune, with many 
patrons of his reputation, with many suc- 
courers of his necessity, with many cbm- 
forters of his aifliction: for is a charitable 
man in danger, who will not defend him? 
is he falling, who will not uphold him ? is 
he falsely accused or aspersed, who will 
not vindicate him ? is he in distress, who 
will not pity him? who will not endeavour 
to relieve and restore him ? who will insult 
over his calamity ? will it not in such cases 
appear a common duty, a coimnon interest, 
to assist and oountenauoe a common friend, 
a common benefactor to mankind } 

Whereas most of our life is spent in 
society and discourse, charity is that which 
doth season and sweeten tliese, rendering 
them grateful to others, and commodious 
to one's self: for a charitable heart is a 
sweet spring, from whence do issue streams 
of wholesome and pleasant discourse ; ^ it 
not being troubled with any bad passion 
or dcrign, which may sour or foul conver- 
sation, doth ever make him good comply 
to others, and rendereth them such to oiin- 
self ; which is a mighty convenience, id 
short, a charitable man, or true lover of 
taen, mill (saith St. Chrysostom) inhahU 
ewrfh or a keemen^ everymkere oarryin^ a 
eermity with Mm^ and plmting ten thoueattd 
tT(nimforIdmself,^ Agida^ 

X. (5.) Chanty doth in every estate 
yield advantages suitable thereto ; bettering 
It, and improving it to our benefit. 

It rentweth pros|>erity not only inno- 
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cent and safe, but useful and fhutfii] to 
us $ we then indeed enje^ it, if we feel the 
comfort of doing good hy it: it solaccth 
adversity, considering that it doth not 
arise as a punishment cxr fruit of ill-doing 
to others ; that it is not attended with the 
deserved ill-will of men ; that no man hath 
reason to delight for it, or insult over us 
therein ; tlmt wo may probably expect com- 
miseraiion and relief, having Wn ready to 
show the like to others. 

It tempereth both states ; for in pro- 
sperity a man cannot be fransported with 
immo^rate joy, when so many objects of 
pity and grief do present themselves before 
mm, whicli he is apt deeply to resent ; in 
adversity he cannot be dejected with ex- 
treme sorrow, being refreshed by so many 
good successes bcdalling tliose whom he 
loveth ; one condition will not puff him up, 
being sensible of his neighbour's misery ; 
the other will not sink him down, having 
compWence in his neighbour’s w«‘lfarc- 
Unoharitableness (proceeding from C'ontra- 
ry causes, and pr<^ucing contrary effects \ 
doth spoil all conditions, Tendering pruspu- 
rity fruitless, and adversity comfortless. 

XL (t).) We may consirlcr, that seclu- 
ding the exercise of charity, all the goods 
and advantages we have (our In^sf fax*ulties 
of nature* our best endowments of soul, the 
gifts of IVovidence, and the fruits of our 
industry) will become vain and fruitless, 
or noxious and baneful to us; for what is 
our reason worth, what doth it signify, if 
it serveth only for ooutiiving sorry designs, 
or transacting petty affairs about ourselves ? 
what is wit good for, if it must be spent 
only in making sport, or hatching imschicf ? 
to what pux^e is knowledge, if it be not 
applied to the instruction, direction, ad- 
monition, or consolation of others? what 
mattcreth abundance of wealth, if it bo 
to he uselessly hoarded up, or vainlj flung 
away in wicked or wanton profusencss; 
if it be not emjdoyed in affording suc- 
cour to our neighmur’s indigency and 
distress? what b our credit but a mere 
nobe or a puff of air, if we do not give a 
solidify and substance to it, by making it 
an engine of doing good? what b our vir- 
tw itself, if it be buried in obscurity or 
choked with idleness, yielding no benefit 
to others by the lustre of its example, or 
by its real influence ?t what is any talent, 
if it be wrapped up in aitapkin; any lighl, 
if it be hid under a bushel ; any thing pri- 
vate, if it be not by good use spread imt 
and improved to public benefit? If these 

t Piuiliiai oeuuUtt distat inertiw Ccista lUtas.— 
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gifts do minister only to our own particular maladies, the r^cts consequent tJbereon, 
advantage, to our personal convemence, they may on)oy pleasure ; without any 
glory, or pleasure, how dim things are wildness or wantonness, pride, luxury^ 
they, how rneonsiderable b> their worth ! doth, any of its temptations and snares. 
But they being managed by (parity, be- they may have all prosperity ; they may 
ooine precious and excdlent things ^ they get all learning and wisdom without lal^ 
are gi cat in proportion to the greatness of riems study, all virtue and goodness without 
their use, or the extent of their bonedcial the &tigues of continual exercise : for are 
influence : as they carry forth gixd to the not all 3iese things yours, if you do esteem 
i^orld, so they bring back various benefits them so, if you do make them so by flnding 
to 010*561 ves ; they return into our bosom much <leligiit and satisfaction in them r 
laden with respect and reward from God doth not your neighbour's wealth enrich 
and iVom man ; they yield thanks and you, if yon feel content in his possessing 
commendation from without, they work and udng it ? doth not his preferment ad- 
comfort and satisfaction within : yea, which vanoe you, if your spirit riseth with it in a 
is inflnitely more considerable, and enhati- gladsome complacence ? doth not his plea- 
ceth the price of our gifts to a vast rate, sure de%ht you, if you relish his enjoy- 
they piocure glory and blessing to God ; ment of H? dotii not his prosperity bless 
for hervhy u God glorijied^ if we br mg forth you, if your heart doth exult and triumph 
wvch fruit : and no good fruit can grow m it ? do not his endowments adorn you, if 
fi*<«m any other stock than that of charity.^ you like them, if you commend tbemj if the 
Uncliaritablcness, thereforu, should be use of them doth minister comfort and joy 
loatlied and shunned by us, as that which to you? This is the divine magic of charity, 
robbeth us of all our ornamc^nts and which conve^eth all things into our hands, 
vantages $ wbi(*h indeed marreth and cor* and instateth us in a dominion of thorn, 
rupteth all our good things ; which turneth whereof nothing can disseize us ; by virtue 
blessings into curses, and rendereth the whereof fteing (as Bt Paul speateth of 
means of our widfaro to be causes of mis- himself) eorrowful^ m yef always rejoke ; 
chief to us; fui without charity, a man hainng notkir^^ we yet possess aUthifigs,^ 
can have no goods but goods worldly and Neither is tliis property in things merely 
temporal; and such goods thence do prove imaginary or fantastic (like that of tuna- 
impertinent baubles, burdensome encum- tics, who fancy themselves mighty princes 
branccs, dangerous snares, baneful poi^ns or rich aldermen), but very substantial and 
to Itim. ' real ; yea, far more real to the charitable 

XI 1. (7,) riiarity doth hugely advance jwrson, timn it is commonly to those who 
and amplify a man's state, patting him in legal or popular account ore masters of 
into the possession or fruition of all good them ; for how is propriety in things otUer- 
things : it will endow, enrich, ennoble, wise considerable, tim for tbe content and 
embellish us, with all the world hath of pleasure which tlw»y yield to the presumed 
precious, of glorious, of fair ; by a|jpro- owner ? the which if a charitable person 
priationthoreofto ourselves, and acquiring abundantly draweth from them, why arg 
of a real interest therein. What men com- tliey not truly his ? why is not the tree his, 
monlj? out of fond self-love do vainly aftect, if he can pull and taste its fruits without 
that infalUbK by bcin^ cliaritablc t hey may «\inry or blame ? yea, doth not the propriety 
coinpubs, the engrossing to themselves ^ more reall;jr belong to him as to tiie gross 
kinds of good; most easily, most innocent- possessor, if he doth equally enjoy the be- 
ly , in a compendious and sure way, without neflt, w Uhout paidaking the inconveniences 
any sin or blame, without any care or pain, and impurities adherent to them ; if he taste 
without any danger trouble, they may them innocently and purely, without being 
<*ome to attain and co enjoy whatever in cloved, without being distracted, without 
common esteem is desirable or valuable; being puflped, without being encumbered, 
they may, without greedy avarice, or the ensnaretl, or corrupted by them? 
carkings, the tlrudgeries, the dii^accsgu- A charitalde man therefore can never, 
ing with it, procure to themselves abun- in a moral account, be poor, or vile, or 
d^t wealth; without fond ambition, or the anywise miserable; except aU the woild 
difficulties, the hazards, the emulations, should be cast into penury and distress: 
the stru^lings to which it is bahlu, they for wlnlo his neighbour hatii any thing, he 
may arrive to great honour ; witlumt sor- will enjoy it ; rejoicing with tktfSe iliOt rcr 
did voluptuousness, or the satieties, the jbice, as the Apostle doth enjoin. 

•UkevLTO f Johtizi.e, Phil.i 11; Matt. therefore, w*e love our- 
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selves, we mu»t love otlim, end do others 
good ; oharitable beneficence carrying with 
it so many advantages to ourselves* 

We by charitable oomplaoence do partake 
in thdir welfare, reaping pleasure from all 
the fruits of their industry and fortune. 

We by charitable assistance do enable 
and dispose them to make grateful returns 
of succour in our need. 

We thence assuredly sludl obtain their 
fi^ood-will, their esteem, their oommenda* 
tion ; we shall maintain ]^aceable and c(tm« 
fortablc intercourse with them, in safety, 
in quiet, in good humour and cheer. 

Besides all other benefits, we shall got 
that of their prayers; the which of all 
pr^ers have a most favourable audience 
and assured efficacy: for if the complaints 
and curses of those who are oppressed or 
neglected by uncharitable dealing do cer- 
t^iinly reach God*B cars, and puli down 
vcmgeance from above hf)W much more 
will the intercessions and blessings of tlie 
poor pierce the heavens, and thence draw 
recompense I seeing God is more ready to 
perform his proper and pleasant works 
of bounty and mercy, than to execute his 
sitmnge and unpleasing work of punish- 
meiit ;* especially the blessings of the poor 
being always accompanied with praises and 
glorifications of him, who enableth and dis- 
poseth men to do good; the which praises 
will ever be reckoned on the account of 
him who drew them forth by his benefi- 
cence: it will be, as the Apostle saith, 
fruit redmiUfHng to his account^ while it 
uhoundeih hy many thanksgivings to God.^ 

So in virtue of charity vl»c poorest man 
amply may requite the wealtliiest; and a 
peasant may outdo the greatest prince in 
beneficence. 

XIV. We mav consider, that charity is 
a practice specially grateful to God, and a 
most excellent part of our duty; nt>t ody 
because ho hatli commanded it as such with 
greatest earnestness ; nor only because it 
doth constitute us in nearest resemblcuhce 
of him ; but as a peculiar expression of 
love and good-will toward him: for if we 
love him, wo must for his sake have a kind- 
ness for his friends, we must tender his 
interests, we must iavour liis reputation, 
we must desire his content and pleasure, 
we must contribute our endeavours toward 
the furtherance of those bis concerns. See- 
ing, then, God is an assured friend to all 
men, seeing he hatli a property in all men 
(for he is (iod and Loi*d of all), seeing he 
much conconieth himself for all men’s wol* 

* Jsmen t. 4 > Dout. xxiv. IS , Loolns. I«. 6. j** Fit. 
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fere ; seeing from the prosperity, from llm 
virtue, from the happiness of everjrman, he 
gaineth honour and praise; seeing he is 
greatly satisfied and delighted in the good 
of men; we also must love them; omer- 
wise we greatly shall disoblige and disgust 
him.“ 

Is it not indeed a practice guilty of no- 
torious enmity toward him, inoonsistont 
with the maintenance of any friendship or 
eace with him, to discord in affection from 
im, maligning or disafiecting those whom 
he deai'ly loveth and favoiireth ; who are 
80 nearly allied to him by manifold rela- 
tions, as his creatures, his subjects, his 
servants, bis children, whom he designeth 
and desireth to crown with eternal glory 
and bliss?* 

XV* Seeing God vouchsafi^H to esteem 
whatever is done in charity to our neigh- 
bour (if done with au honest and pious 
mind, as to his friends) to be done unto him- 
self ; that in feeding our indigent neighbour 
we refresh liim ; in clothing our neighbour 
we comfort him ; we do by eh.'iritable b**- 
neficence oblige God, and become in a 
manner beTiefactors to him ; and as such 
assuredly shall be requited b} him: and 
is not this a high privilege, a great honoui*, 
a mighty advantage to us ? If a man had 
opportunity to do that, which his prince 
would acknowledge a courtesy and obliga- 
tion to him, what a happiiuss would he 
account it! and how far more considerahle 
is it, that we can so easily do that which 
the Lord of all, in whose disjxjsal all tilings 
are, will take so kmdly at our hands! 

XVI. Wc may consider, ihat charity is 
a very feasible and very easy duty ; it re- 
quireth no sore pain, no gricious trouble, 
no groat cost: for it consisteth only in good- 
will, and that which naturally springetli 
thence; willingness and clioorfulness arc 
necessary ingredients or adjuncts of it;'^ tho 
which imply facility : f whenci* the weakest 
and poorest man is no less able to perform 
it tlnui tlic greatest piitentate ; his heart 
may be as choi'itable, tliough Ids hand can- 
not be so liberal : one of tho most nohlo 
and most famous charities tlmt ever Wiis, 
was the giving two mites and the givittg 
a cup of told water* is the instance of thjt 
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boneftccnoe, which sliall not fail of being 
rewarded.* 

XVII, Wo may oonf>Idor that cliarity is 
the best, the most assured, the most easy 
and expedite way or instnixuent of perform- 
ing all other duties toward our nei^hlmur : 
if we would despatch, love, and all is dune ; 
if we would be perfect in obedience, love, 
and we shall not fail iii any point ; for lore 
is thefuyUlivg of the law; love is the hand 
of perfectnns: * would we be secure in the 
l^ractice of justice, of meekness, of humility 
toward all men, of constant fidelity toward 
onr friends, of gentle moderation toward 
our enemies, of loyalty toward our supe- 
riors, of benignity toward our inferiorh ; 
if wo would be sui'e to purify our liiinds 
fnmi ill thoughts, to restrain <»ur tongues 
from ill speaking, to abstain from all bad 
demeanour and dealing; it is but having 
, thavity, and infallibly you will do all this: 
for lone niorketh no ill to its neighbour; lore 
ihhiketh no evil; laoe hehaveth not itself 
UHscnnh/,* 

Would we discharge all our duties with- 
out an} reluetaiicy or regret, with much 
satisf, lotion ami ph‘asnrc? love will cer- 
tainly dispose us thereto; for it alw'ays 
€'i<‘teth freely and cheerfully, without any 
compulsion oi straining ;t it Ls ever accom- 
panied wdth d( lcetatiou:J if we would know 
itswa} and\irtuc of a<*tiug, we may see 
it represented in tl»e proceeding of Jacob, 
who Ix'ing insjiircd by lo\e, did ctmtcntedly 
and witliout regj 1 1 endure so long and hard 
toil, such disapj *oinlinents and sucii affronts: 
AtidJaeoh (sauh the text ) served Afv *nyear^ 
Jor Ituthel, ohd they seemed to him but a 
ftw (lays for the love he had to her,^ 

This is the root, from whence voluntary 
ol)(*dience doth naturally grow; if it be 
planted in our heart, we need not fear but 
tlhit all kind of good fruit will sprout forth 
into ( <m\ ersatioii and practice. || 

But without it we $»haUnot ever jierform 
any good work perfectly, .steadily, in a 
kindly maimer: no other principle Wfill 
bcrie; if we are only moved by whip and 
.spur, dri\ en on by fear, or iiK-ited by hope, 
we .sliall go forward unwillingly and dully, 

* At nunc ctiin oiiinia qun difitcilUnw »unt >ol mo- 
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often hailing, e\er flagging: those princi- 
ples which do put slaves and incrc^enaries 
cm action, aa they arc not so noble and 
worthy, so neither are they go effectual and 
sure; as ambition, vain-glory, self-interest, 
d^ign of heourity, of profit, of compliance 
with the (expectation of men, &c. 

XVIII. Charitygivethworth, form, and 
life, to alt virtue, .so that without it no 
action is valuable in itself, or acceptable to 
God.^ 

Sever it from courage; and w'hat is 
that, but the boldness or fierceness of a 
bea2>i? from meekness ; and what is that, 
but the sofiness of a woman, or weakne.sa 
of a child? from courtesy; and what is 
that, but affectation or artifice? from jus* 
tiee ; w lint ’s that, but humour or policy ? 
from wisdom; what is that, but craft and 
suhlilt} ? 

What raeaneth faith without it, but dry 
opiuxon ; w h.at hopt*, but blind presumption ; 
what alms-doing, but ambitious ostenta- 
tion; w'hat undergoing martjTdom, but 
stiffness or sturdiness of resolution ; what 
is devotion, but gloring or mocking with 
God? what is an} practice, how specious 
soever in a]>pearance, or materially good, 
but an issue of self-conceit or seU-will, of 
servile fear or mercenary design? Thongh 
I have faiths so that I could remove mown- 
nnd have not charity^ I am nothing; 
though I bestow nU mif goods to feed ike 
fjwr^ and though I give nnj body to be 
liunied, and have not charity^ it projiteth 
me nothing,^ 

But elmrity doth sanctify ever}; action, 
and iinjirognate all our practice with a sar 
tour of goodmvss, turning ail we do into 
sirtue; it is true fortitude and gallantry 
indeed, when a man out of charitv and 
hearty design to promote his neighbour’s 
good * doth encounter dangers and difficul- 
ties • it is genuine meekness, wh<;n a man 
out of charity, and unw illrnsruess to hurt 
hid neighbour, doth puticntl} comport with 
injuvicd and dihCoimtOMes ; it is virtuous 
courtesy, wht*n cordial affection venteth 
itself in civil language, in rtspeetful de- 
portment, in obliging ptrfortnances; it is 
excellent justice, when a man, regarding 
his uei)j^bour’s ea^^e as his own, doth unto 
hiiti as lie would hav(' it done to himself ; 
it is admirable wisdom, which sagaciousfy 
contriveth mid dexterously nianagethtbinga 
with the best advantage toward its neigh* 
hour’s g?)od; it is a worthy faith, wmch 
being spinUd luid actuated by oharit}, 
doth produce goodly fruits of benoficenee;^ 

m l Cor Oi \KV ' l Cqi, xtU. 2, 3. 
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it is a fioufid and solid hope, which Is 
grounded on that everk6tin|r foundation of 
chari^, which imerdMfiM^ or fallawaj f 
it b sincere ahns, which not only the hand, 
but the heart doth roach forth ; His an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice, which is kinged hy the 
ho1l;if tire of fervent affection ; it is a pure 
devotion, which is offered up with a caUn 
and beui^ mind, resembling the disposi- 
tion of that goodness which it adoreth.' 

If therefore we would do any thing well, 
if we would not lose all the virtue, and 
forfeit all the benefit of what we perform, 
we must follow the rule of St. Paul, to do 
cU our worJti in charity.^ 

XIX. So great benefits doth charity 
yield; yet if it did not yield any of them, 
it would deserve and olann our observance : 
without regard to its sweet fruits and 
beneficial consequences, it were to be em- 
braced and cheribhed; for it carrieth a 
reward and a heaven in itself ; the very 
same which constitutcth God himself in- 
finitely happy, and which beatifieth every 
blesbcd spirit, in proportion to its capacity 
and exercise thereon a man doth abun- 
dantly eigoy himself in that steady com- 
poseimesB, and savoury complacence of I 
mind, which ever doth attend it ; and as | 
the present sense, so is the memory of it, 
tr the good conscience of having done 
good, very delicious and satisfactory. 

As it b a rascally delight (tempered 
with regret, and vaniSiing into bitterness; 
which men feel in wreaki^ spite, or doing ; 
mischief; such as they cannot ronect upon 
without disgust and condemning their base 
hnpotenry oS &onl: so ib the pleasure which 
eliaritv doth breed altogether pure, grate- 
ful to the mind, and increasix^ by rtfiec- 
tioti ; never perishing or decaying; a man 
eternally enjoying the good he hath done, 
by remembering and ruminating tlicreon. 
In fine, 

XX. Whereas the great obstacle to 
€*hariQ'is self-love, or an extravagant fond- 
ness of our own interests, yet imcharndtble- 
nebs desiroyeth that: for how can we love 
ourselves, if we do want charity? how can 
we appear lovely to ourselves, if we are 
destitute of so worthy an oudowmeat? or 
if wo can discern those unworthy disposi- 
tions, which accompany the def^t of it; 
can we esteem so mean, so vile, so ugly 
things as we then are? Aristotle saith, 
that bod men cannot be friends to tliem- 
selves, becaube having in thmselves nothing 
a/niahifl^ they can fiel no affection toward I 
themckesi^ and certainly, i£ we arc not 

* «]T0ii IrtPTUi atiSip 0t > ibtfn tcrvMm.r- AliSt ‘ 
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stark blind, or can but see wrath, spite, 
envy, revenge, in their own black ai^ ugly 
hue, we must needs (if they do possess our 
soids) grow odious and desmeahle to our- 
selves. And seeing they do rob us of so 
many great benefits, and bring so many 
grievous misohiefii on us, we cannot bo 
otherwise than enemies to ourselves by 
cherishing them, or suffering them to lodge 
in us. 

These are some very oonsiderable in- 
ducements to the practice of this gi'eut 
virtue ; there are divers others of a higher 
nature, derivable from the inmost bowels 
of our religion, grounded on its peculiar 
constitution and ^Hgations, which I shall 
now forbear to mention, rebcrving them 
for a particular discourse by themselveb. 

O Lord^ who hast taught us^ that aU ovr 
daij^s without ckCaity are nothing worth , 
send thy Holy Ohost^ and pom into wr 
hearts that most excellent gift of chanty^ 
the very hand of peace and of all virtues y 
uithout which whosoever liveth ii counted 
dead before thee* Grant this for thine only 
Son Jesus Chnsfs sake.^ 


SERMON XXIX. 

OF A VXACEABLR TLUimB AND CARRlAOL. 

Ros.xii. 18 . — If it ho pombU\ as much us 
lieth m you^ live jwaceubly wUh aV men. 

This chapter oonlaiiioth many excellent 
precepts and wholcbome advices (scai'ce 
any portion of holy Scripture so many in so 
little conipabs ) From ainuug them 1 hii\e 
selected om*, alas, but too seaHuublo aud 
pertinent to the unhappy condition of our 
distracted ago, wherein to observe this and 
such like injunctions, is by many esteeiinvl 
an impossibility, by others a wonder, b} 
some a crime. It hath an apt coherence 
with, yet no neccssar) dependence upon, 
the parts adjoining; whence 1 may pre- 
sume to treat upon it distinctly by itself : 
and Without further preface or circuin- 
stanre we ma; consider several particulars 
therein. 

1. And first, concerning the advice itself, 
or the substance of the duty charged on us, 
(to be in peaces or live peaceahly)^ 
we may take notice, that whether, accord- 
ing to the more usual acception, it be ap- 
plied to the public estate of things, or, as 
here, doth relate only to private conversa- 
tion, it doth import,— 

1. Not barely a negation of doing or 
suffering harm, or an aratinenoe from istrife 
and violence (for a mere strangeness this 
s Qumqijunewituft SimUy. 
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mav be, a want of oeca&iou, w a tn^e, please and satisfy one another, by advan* 
rather than a peace), but a positive amity, cing the innocent delight, and promoting 
and disposition to perform such kind offices, the just advantage of each other; to cun- 
without whidi go*5d correspondence among verse with confidence and security, without 
men cannot subsist. For tiiey i»ho by rca- suspicion^ on either hand, of any fraudti* 
son of distance of place, non-a^uaiutance, lent, malicious, or hurtful practices against 
or defect of opportunity, luaintain no hi- either; or, ne^tively, not to be in a stale 
tercourse, cannot prcmerly be said to be in of enmity, personal hatred, pertinocioug 
peace with one another: but those who anger, j^ousy, envy, or ill-will; not to 
ha\e frequent occasion of commerce, whose be apt to provoke, to reproach, to harm 
conditions reciuire interchanges of courtesy or hinder another, nor to have reasonable 
and relief, who are some wa} obliged mia grounds of expecting the same bad usage 
disposed to afford needfed succour, and safe from others; to be removed from <langer 
retreat to (‘aeh other ; these may bb said to of vexatious quarrels, intercourse of odious 
live in peace together, and these only, it language, oftending others, or being dis- 
bring inamanner impossible that they who quieted one's self. This 1 take to l^the 
are ntrt disposed to tio good to others (if meaning of living or being in peace, dif- 
they liave power and opportunity) should faring only m degree of obligatiou, and 
long abstain from doing harm. latitude of object, from the state of friend* 

2. Living peacealdy implies not some few ship properly so caUed, and opposed to a 
transitory performances, proceeding from condition of enmity, dotianco, contention, 
casual humour, or the like ; but a constant, hatred, suspicion, animosity, 
stable, and well-settled condition of being; II. In the next place wo may consider 
a ( oiithkual cessation from injury, and the object of this duty, signified in those 
promptitude to do good offices. For as words, icftA all inm» We often meet in 
oiu‘ blow <ioth not make a liattle, nor one scripture with exliortations directed pecu- 
sknmi^h a war ; caimot single forbear- liarly to Oiiristians, to be at peace among 
aiKTs from doing niiscLicf, or some few tliomsehcs: as (Mark ix* 5) our Saviour 
partitHilar acts of kindness (^uch as meie la^s this injunction upon his disciples, 
strangers may attbid lach other), be wor- t» Ilaoe peare one with an* 

thily styled a* lieing in peace ; butmibabi- otliar; inculcated by St. Paul upon the 
tual inclination to these, afirm and duiable Thessalonians in tbe same words and the 
estate of innocence and bt neiicouce. like we liave in the second Epistle to Ti- 

8. Living in j)em*e supposes a rccijirocal mothy, ehap. h. ver. 22 ; righteom* 

condition of being ; not tmly a performing acss, faith ^ chfirftrf^ peace with them that 
good, and forboai'ing to do bad offi(^es, but call upon the Lord out of a pure heart: and 
a receiving tin like treatment from otbers. to the Romans (xiv. 19;) Let ns therefore 
Tor he, that being assaulted is constrained follow after the things tluii nuthe for peace ^ 
to stand up<»n lua defence, may not be said and flatus wherewith one way edify another 
to l)e in pt.u'c, though his not being so (in- But here tbe duty hath a more large and 
voluiifarjy ) is not to be imputed to him. comprehensive object; -rarri/ all 

4. Being in peace imports not only on men; as likewise it hatli in the Epistle to the 
outward cessation of violence, and seeming Hebrews, chap. xii. ver. 14, Puntie peace 
(kmoustraiion of amity, but an inward will with all men: with aE uicii, without any 
and resolution to continue therein. For he exception ; with men of all nations, Jews 
that intends, when occasion is presented, and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians ; of 
to do mischief to another, is neverthcloss all sects and religions, perse^ uting Jews 
an enemy, because more secret and dan- and idolatrous heathens (for of such oon- 
gerous : an amlmscado is no b ss a piece of sisted the generality of men at that time;) 
war, than confronting th(‘ enemy in open and so Si. Paul expressly in a like advice 
field. ProcUhning and denounoiiig signify, (1 Cor. x. 32, 38), Give no ojfnf^e^ neither 
but good and ill intention constitute, and to the Jews^ nor to the Oentvts^ nor to the 
are the souls of, peace and war. From these Church of God; even as I phase ail won, 
considerations wc may infer a destriptioii And 1 may add, by evident parity of reason, 
of being in peace, viz. that it ia, to bear with men of all degrees and estates, hiffti 
' mutual good-will, to continue in amity, to and low, noble and base, ridh and poor; 
maintain good correspondence, to be upon of all tempers and dispositions, mem smA 
1 erms of mutual courtesy and benevolem^e ; angi*y , gentle and froward, pliable and per- 
to be disposed to perform reciprocally all verse; of all endowments, wise and fool- 
ofiUcs of hnnunity; aSNistanoe In need, itii, ui tuous and vicious ; of all judgments 
ioiafortiii sorrow, relief in disfrCdb; to] m ihub& v is s 
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and persiutiaions^ odbddox iittdi het^ea!, 
peiiiC^e and sohistnatioal {^ersqmi: tliis 
univerally vast and boundless term, men, 
contains them all. Nether is there anj 
evading our obligation to ^s dut^, byj^e- 
tending about others, that thej dmer from 
us in humour and complexion of soul, that 
they entertain opinions irreconcilably con> 
traryto ours; t&t they adhere to sects 
partiesxvbiohvedisliko and disavow; that 
they are not so virtuous, so religious, so 
holy as they should be, or at least not in 
such a manner as we would have them ; for 
be this allegation true or false, it will not 
excuse us; while they are not divested of 
human nature, and can truly lay chum to 
the name and title of men, wc are by virtue 
of tins precept obliged to live peaceably 
with them. 

III. We may consider the qualification 
of the duty here exwessed, and what those 
wor^ mean, Jf it he pomble^ as mttch as 
Ueth in you. To wliich pilose we may 
advert, from our description of living 
peaceably, that it consists mainly of two 
parts : one active^ or proceeding from us, 
and terminated on others — to bear good* 
will, to do good offices, to proemre the 
profit, delight, and welfare, to abstain from 
the displeasure, damage, and disturbance 
of others ; the other jmme^ issuing from 
others, and terminated on ourselves .—that 
they be well aficcted towards us, inclinable 
to do us good, and nowise disposed to wish, 
design, orlndngany harm, trouble, or vexa- 
tion upon us. Whereof the former is alto* 
gether in our power, consisting of acts or 
omissions, depending upon auT free choice 
and coimsel : and we are directly obliged 
to it, by virtue of those words, 
ns much ns lieth in you : the latter is not 
Mly so, yet commonly there be probable 
means of ejecting it, which we are hence 
Twuud to use, though sometimes they may 
fail of success. For the words u Ivwof, 
if it be possible^ as they signify the utmost 
endeavour is to be employed, and that no 
difficulty (beneath the degree of impossi* 
biiity) can discharge ns from it; so they 
intimate plainly, that sometime our labour 
may be lost, and our purpose defeated ; 
and that by the default of others it may be 
impossible we should arrive to a peaceable 
condition of life with all men* However, 

this rule we are directed not only our- 
selves not to infringe the terms of peace 
touard others, but to endeavour earnestly 
by all honest atul prudent means to ob- 
tain tbo goo<Vwill, favour, and respect of 
otliers, by which they may be disposed to 
allfnendly covrespondenco with us,aud not 


to disturb the quiet and tranquillity of our 

Having thus by way of explication su- 
perfcially glanced upon the words, we will 
proceed to a more large and punctual re- 
view of them ; and shall consider more dis- 
tinctly the p^culars grossly mentioned: 
and, 

I. What those especial duties are, in- 
cluded in this more comprehontive one of 
living peaceably with all men ; both those 
yahlSi are directly required of us, as the 
necessary causes or immediate results of a 
peaceable disposition in us towards others ; 
and also those which are to be performed 
by us, as just and reasonable means con- 
ducible to beget or preserve in othei’s a 
peaceable inclination toward us: these 1 
shall consider promiscuously ; and, 

1. We are by this precept directly ob- 
liged heartily to love, that is, to bear good- 
will to, to wislx well to, to rejoicf* in the 
wolfiare, and commiserate the atlversities, 
of all men: at least not to hate, or bear 
ill-will to, to desire op design the biu*m, 
to repine at the ham^ success, or delight 
in the misfortunes of any ; for as it is \ ery 
hard to maintain peace and amicable cor- 
respondence with those we do not truly 
love ; so it is absolutely impossible to dt> it 
long with those we hate : this satanic pas- 
sion (or disposition of soul) always prompt- 
ing ^e mind possessed therewith to the 
contrivance and execution of mischief; 
whence he that hates his brother is said to 
be a murderer, as having in him that bitt<T 
root, from whence, if power and occasion 
conspire, will prol^ably spring that most 
extreme of outrages, and capital breach 
of peace.® Love is the only sure cement 
that knits and combines men in friendly so- 
ciety ; and hatred the certain fountain of 
that violence which rends and dissolves it. 
We cannot easily hurt or strive with those 
we love and wibh well to : wc cannot pos- 
sibly long agree with those we bate and ma- 
ll^. Peace without lovt^ can be esteemed 
little more than politic dissimulation ; and 
peace with hatred is really nothing leas 
than an ortiiimal disguise, or an insidious 
covert of enmity. 

2. We are hence obliged to perform all 
kmd offices of humanity, which the condi- 
tion of any man can require, and may by 
us be permrnied without considerable in- 
conveiuence or detriment to ourselves or 
others* When, for the preservation or 
comfortable accommodation of life, they 
need our help or our advice, we are readily 
to afford them; when they are in want or 

_ c 1 Jufaa m. )&. 
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distress, we are to numstcr to them what 
comfort and relief we can. We are, upon 
this very score, to obey that injunction of 
St. Paul to the Galatians, As we hstoe op- 
pc^nUy^ let us do good to all For 

without beneAoence, a man's earr^e 
(though otherwise harmleasand inoffensive) 
appears rather a suspicious strangeness, 
than a peaceable demeanour, and natu- 
rally produces an enmi^ in those that are 
concerned in it. For he to whom, being 
pressed with necessity, requisite aesistance 
IS denied, will infallibly be apt to fhitik him- 
self not only neglected and disesteemed, 
but affronted also, and injured ; (need, in 
tlie general conceit of men, and especially 
of those that feel it, begetteth a kind of 
title to some competent relief ;) and conse- 
quently will heinousty resent, and complain 
bitterly of such 8uppos<»d wrong ; and, if 
ever he beeome able, repay it with advan- 
tage. And much more are we ujmn the 
same account not to perform ill offices to- 
ward any man; not to disturb him in the 
eiijciyinent of his innocent pleasure, n<»r to 
hinder him in the advancing his lawful pro- 
fit, nor to interrupt him in the prosecution 
of his reasonable designs ; nor anywise to 
vex and grieve him needlessly ; and (above 
all) not it) detain him in, nor to aggravate 
his affliction, h'or these are actuiu viola- 
tions of peace, and impediments of good 
f’orrespondenco among men. Further, 

.1. In this duty of living fK^aceably is in- 
clud(>d an obligation t<» all kind of just and 
honest dealing with all men; punctually to 
observe contracts, impartially to decide 
coutroversiev, tHiually to distribute rewards, 
to injure no man cither in his estate, by 
\i<ilent or fraudulent encroachments upon 
his just possebsions; or in his reputation, 
by raibing or lUbpersing blanderous reports 
concerning him: fur these courses of all 
others are most dcstructhe to peace, and 
upon the pretence of them, most quanrels 
that ever were have been commenced. 

Justice in its own nature is, and by the 
common agreement of men hath been de- 
signed, the guardian of peace and sovereign 
remedy of contention* But not to insist 
long upon such obvious subjects, 

4. It much conduoeth to the preservation 
of peace, and upholding amicable corre- 
spondence in our dealings and transactions 
with men liable to doubt and debate, not to 
insist upon nice and rigorous points of right, 
not to take idl advantage (wred us, not 
to deal hard measure, not to use extremi- 
ties, to the damage or hinderanoe of othm's, 
especially when no comparable benefit will 
thence accrue to ourselves. For such pro- 
« Oal. \1 10. 


ceedings, as they discover in us little kind- 
ness to, or tenderness of our neighbour's 
good, so they exceedingly exasperate theta, 
and persuade them we are their enemies, 
and render them curb, and so utterly de* 
stroy p^ce between us.* Whenas aiding 
something ffrom the height and strictness 
of our pretences, and a favourable recession 
in such oases, wiU greatly engage men to 
have an honourable opinion and a peace- 
able affection toward us. 

5. If we would attain to thib peaceable 
estate of life, we must use toward all men 
such demonstrations of respect and cour- 
tesy, which according to their degree and 
station custom doth entitle them to, or 
which upon the common score of humanity 
they may be reasonably deemed to expect 
from us ; respectful gestures, civil saluito- 
tions, free access, affable demeanour, choer- 
fu! looks, and courteous discourse. The^e, 
as they l^token good-will in them that use 
them, so they Ix^et, eheribh, and increase 
it in those whom they refer to: and the 
necessary ffruit of mutual good-w ill peace. 
But tlie contrary carriages, contemptuous 
or disrogardful behaviour, difficulty of ad- 
mission to converse, a tetricai or sullen 
aspect, rough and fastidious language, as 
thc 7 discover a mind averbe from friendly 
commerce, so they beget a more potent 
disdain in others: men generally (esiKK^idJly 
those of generous and hearty temper) va- 
hung their due respect beyond all other 
interests, and more contentedly brooking 
injury tlian neglect. Whence this skill 
and dexterity of deportment (though imme- 
diately, and ill its own nature, of no groat 
worth, and regulating actions pf smafi im- 
portance, gestures, looks, and forms of 
speech), yet because it is a nurse of peace, 
and greatly contributes to the delightful- 
ness of society, hath been always much 
commended, and hath obtained a conspi- 
ouous place in the honourable rank of va- 
lues, under the titles of courtesy, comity, 
and affability; and tlie opposites thereto, 
rudeness ami rusticity, have been deserved- 
ly counted and called vices in morality. 

6. This precept directly prohibits the use 
of all reproachful, scornful, and provoking 
language; these being the immediate re- 
sults of enmity, and actual breaches of 
peace* Whence St. {^aul conjoins, 

and df^xm dfm, 3fb evil of 

no man^ to he no quaurrellen (or %hter8), 
Iml gentle^ showing all meekness unto all 
menJ For war is managi^d (and that with 
more deadly axurnositj) with the tongue, 
as well as with the hand. (There is ikat 

• ftde Tit. lit* 2,— 

1 Tit. ill L 
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»ioaion ; aikd whose «md 

omms^anatheirtirt^ashMr^ 

DaviAO Wordi» are with snore angmsh 
£dlt than hlowi; their wounds are more 
ineorable^ and ^ev leave a deqier scar/ 
Men usually dread more the less of their 
honour tbm their hves^ and take more 
gidevoualy the ravishing of their credit than 
the dmedatioii of their estate. Living 
peiM^bly, therefore, implies aa much ah^ 
stadning f^om opprobrious words as injuii- 
otisaeucms: yoamore; for reviling is not 
only a violation of peace, but a dishonour* 
able waging of war; like shooting arrows 
dipt in poison, and discharging slugs agaim»t 
our neighbour’s reputation : f practices oon- 
denmed by all as base and inhuman, and 
contrary to the laws of a noble warfare ; 
being arguments, we affect rather our ad- 
versary’s utter ruin, tlian a gallant victory 
over him. There be fair ways of disputiiig 
our cause, without contumelious reflections 
upon^rsons; and the errors of men may 
be sufficiently refuted without satirical vi- 
rukitcy. One good reason, modestly pro- 
pounded, hath in it naturally more power 
and cMoBcy to convince him that is in a 
mistake, or to confound him with shame 
that is guilty of a fluilt, than ten thousand 
scoffs and ignominious taunts. When we 
are to express those deeds of nature (the 
performance of which is conceited, as con- 
taining in It something of supposed turpi- 
tude), we are wont to veil them in such 
modest ciroumlocotions, that by the hearers 
without offsnoe to their bashfulness may 
sufficiently be understood.]; So when it is 
needful or expedient to confute ^e opinions 
Or throve the actions of men, if wo either 
cbarkably deogn their amendment, or de- 
sire to maintain peaceable correspondence 
with them, it heWea that we do not, by 
using the most broad ond distasteful lan- 
gua^, immoderately trespass upon thar 
modesty and patienoe ; that (to use Seneca’s 
phrase) we ^ agere curam non tantwn so- 
iuiisy fm et honeske dctdriciss De Clem. 
L c. 17: Have a core not onlg to cure the 
icoasd, hut to leave a comely scary and not 
to deform him whom we endeavour to re- 
form ; few no sore is the easiliiHr cured for j 
being roughly handled, andleast of all those 
in manners and opinion. A soft hand, 
and a tsnder heart, and a gentle tongue, are 
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most convenient qualities of a spiritual chi- 
rurgeon.^ But further to this purpose, 

7. If we desire to live peaceably withal] 
men, we are to be ^ual in censuri^ men's 
actions, candid in intert^ing their moan- 
ings, nmd in reprehending, and spori^ to 
reUte their miscarriages, to derive their 
tiems from the best iwinciples (^om which, 
in Judgment of charity, tfaeymaybe sup- 

posed to proceed, as from casual mistake 
rather than from wilful prejudice, from 
human infirmity rather than from moli- 
eiouB design), to construe ambiguous ex- 
pressions to the most favourable sense tliey 
may admit ; not to condemn men*a prac- 
tices, without distinct knowledge of the 
case, and examining the reasons, which 
possibly may absolve or excuse them : to 
extenuate their acknowledged faults by such 
circumstances as aptly serve that pm'po&c, 
and not to exaggerate them by strained 
consequences, or uncertain conjectures : 
to rebuke them (if need be) so as they may 
perceive we sincerely pity their errors, and 
tender their good, and wish nothing more 
than their recovery, and do not design to 
upbraid, deride, or insult over them, wing 
f^len;* and finally, not to recount their 
misdeeds over -frequently, imseasonably, 
and with complac^ence. He that thus de- 
meancth himself, manifestly showeth him- 
self to prize his neighbour’s good-will, and 
to be desirous to continue m amity with 
him; and assuredly obliges him to be in 
the same manner aflVeted toward hun. 
But he that is rigidly s(*vere and censo- 
rious in his judgments, blaming in them 
things ixidiffrrcut, condemning actions 
allowable, detracting from quaUties com- 
mendahle, deducing men's doings from the 
Worst causes, and imputing them to the 
worst ends, and representing them undt‘r 
toe most odious appellations; that calls all 
impositions of superiors which ho dislikes, 
tyranny, and all manners of divine worship 
that suit not to hU fancy, superstition, and 
all pretences to conscienoo in tho»e that 
dissent from him, hypocrisy, and all opi- 
nions difTcreiit from his, heresy ; that is 
suspicious of ill intention without sufficient 
pound, and prejudioates men’s meanings 
liefore he well apprehends them, and i'ap- 
tiousjy perverts sayings capable of good 
oousiructlQu; that is curiously inquisitive 
into his neighbour’s life, and gladly ob- 
serves failings therein, and upon all oo- 
oasioBS redtes stories to his disgrace and 
dis&dvuntago ; that is imnioderaidy bitter, 
fierce, and vehement, in accusing and in- 
veighing against others, painting such as 

>>rroT 1, >Fio'i xvii. a. 
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he assumes to urith the hlaekest 

colours, in the most horrid shape aAd uglj 
dross, converting all matter of ^course 
(though never so tinsoasonahly ahd imper^ 
tlnonlly) into declamation, and therein o<v 
piously expatiating:* in fine, employittg bis 
utmost n^ht of wit and eloquence and 
confidence, in rendering them to others as 
hateful as ho signifies they are to himself; 
such men, what do th^ else but loudly pro* 
claim that they despise their neighootff*s 
good-will, purposely provoke fats anger, and 
defy his utmost enmity? For it is impossible 
such dealing should not, by them who are 
therein concerned, be accounted extremely 
unjust, and to proceed from desperate 
hatred. 

8. He that would effectually observe this 
a|)ostolic rule, must be disposed to overlook 
such lesser faults committed ag^st him 
;is make no great breach upon his intc^rest 
or credit ; yea, to forget or forgive the 
gr(‘atest and most grievous injuries ; to ex- 
ciise the mistakes, and connive at the ne- 
gle<*t 9 , and bear patiently the hasly passions 
of his neighbour, and to embrace readily 
any seasonable overture, and accept any to- 
lerable conditions of r€conoilement.f For 
even in common life that observation of 
our Saviour most exactly holds, If is i»i- 
possihle that offences shoutd not come; the 
air may sooner become wholly fixed, and 
the sea (‘ontiniie in a perfect rest, without 
waves or undulations, tlian hunion conver- 
sation be altogether fret* from occasions of 
dibtaste, whi^ he tliat cannot either pru- 
dently dLsscmble, or patiently digest, must 
renounce all hopes of hving pejiceably here. 
He that like tinder is inilainmable by the 
h ast spai’k, aud is enraged by every angry 
w ord,andre8eulsdeei>h ever) petty aftront, 
and cannot endure ttie memory of a past 
unkindnt*.ss shoiJd upon any terms be de- 1 
faced, resolves surely to live in etenial 
tumult and combustion, to multiply daily 
upon himself frchii quarrels, and to per- 
etuaic all enmity already begun. Whenas 
y total passing by those little causes of 
disgust, the prevent coiitentiou is altoge- 
tlicr avoided, or instantly appeased, uur 
neighbour's pasviim suddenly evaporates 
and consumes itself; no reniarkabfc foot- 
st^ of dissension remain ; our neighbour, 
reflecting upon what is pabt, sees himself 

* ThfttUieB UIw a vultoro to oorrSon qu1 >.— ^ 
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ohligod by our discreet fi^rbearanee, liQ«r<* 
ever all p^ble means are used <10 prevent 
trouble and j^serve peace. To this pm*- 
pose, The dmreHan of a man dtferratk 
his ag^er^ and it is Ais ghry to pass near « 
fnmsgreaston, saith Solomon : and, WsthOt 
comreth a tran^ression seeheth 20 W, saith 
the stune wise prisce.i But further, 

9. If we would live ptuioeabfy with aU 
men, we must not over»highly folue our- 
seives, nor over-eagerly pursue our own 
things. We must not admire our own en- 
dowments, nor insist upon our deserts ; for 
this will mske us apt to depredate others, 
and them to loadm us. We must nut be 
over tender of our credit, and covetous of 
respect ; fyr this will render us apt to take 
exceptions, aud engage us in troublesome 
competitions for superiority of place, and 
pre-eminence in thevdn opinions of men. 
I/e that is of a proud kiari stirreih up 
strife: and, Only (i. e. claoieSLy) from pride 
eoinetk contention^ saith Solomon> We 
most not be much addicted to our own in- 
terests, for this will dispose us to oncroach 
upon tlie eoncenunents of others, and them 
to resist <nir attempts, whence coiiiiict and 
enmity will necessarily arise. We must 
not prefer our own judgments, and impe- 
riously obtrude them ujwn others; nor be 
pertinacioiutinp^suadi^ them to embrace 
our private opinions, nor violently urgent 
to a compliance with our humour. For 
these things are intolerably fastidious in 
conversation, and obnoxious to be charged 
whh usurpation and iniquity ; all men na- 
turally challenging to thi^selves an equal, 
or at least a proportionable share of rea- 
<wni, together with the free conduct of their 
lives, uncontrollable by private dictates. If 
therefore we desire to live quietly, and not 
needlessly to disoblige or displease others, 
we should be modest in esteeming our own 
abUitics, and moderate in pursuing our own 
advantages, aud in our converse not less 
complacent to others than we desire tiiey 
I i^hould be to us ; and as liberal in allowing 
[ leave to dissent from iw, as we are bold in 
taking freedom to abound in our own sense. 
And n in debate a modest declaration of 
ottr opinion, and the reasons inducing ua 
thereto, will not prevail, it behoves us to 
give over such a successless combat, tuad to 
retire into the silent enjoyment of out own 
thoughts. From not oWrving which rule, 
discourhe grows into oontentimi, and con- 
tention impoves into feud and enmity. 

lf>. If we would live peaceably, it con- 
cerns us abstain from needless contests 
about matters of opinion, aud questions 
i Piov n ( xvU. 9. k Ptov. xxvfli. 33; xUt IS 
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eitbor merely vain and frtvoloue, of little 
uae or concernment, or over nice and sub. 
tile^ and tbence bd^erminable by reason ; 
or that are agitated with extraordinary 
eagerness and neat of passion; or such as 
are already defined by general consent; or 
such upon tbe decision of which the public 
peace and safety do depend. There are 
some controversies prickly, like brambles, 
and apt to scratch those that handle them, 
but yielding no savoury or wholesome fruit : 
such as conoero the consequences of ima- 
ginary suppositions, the state and circuin- 
atanees of beings to us unknown, the rifjht 
application of artificial terms, and tlie like 
impertinent matters; which serve to no 
other purpose but the exercise of curious 
wits, and exciting emulation among them. 
Others there be conoerningmatters of more 
weighty moment, yet having the resolution 
deponmng upon secrets unscar cliable, or 
the interpretation of ambiguous words and 
obscure phrases, or upon some other un- 
certain conjectures ; and are yet rendered 
more difficult by being entangled with inex- 
tricable folds of subtilty, nice dlstiuctiuns, 
and crafty evasions, devised by the parties 
engaged in them tbr the mamtenance of 
their causes respectively ; * whence it hath 
happened, though with immense care and 
diligence of both parts they hate been long 
canvassed, iliat yet they do, and in all pro- 
bability will for ever, remain imdtHiided. So 
that now to en^'age in contest about them 
may be reasonably deemed nothing more 
tlian a wilful mispense of our time, labour, 
and good humom*, by vainly reciprocating 
the saw of endless contention. Other ques- 
tions there bo, in themselves of more easy 
resolution, and of considerable importance, 
which yet }3j extreme opposition of parties 
are so clouded and overgrown witli insu- 
perable prejudices, that the disputing them 
tb seldom attended with other success than 
an inflaming oui'selves and others with 
passion. Others are by small and objure 
parties managed against the conimou con- 
sent, and against the positive decrees ot 
the most venerable authorities among men, 
by ventilating which, as truth is like to gain 
little, so peace is sure to suifer much. For 
as it is nowise a safe or advised course 
(except in case of necessary defence) to 
subject receiv cd opinions to the ba^dous 
ti ial of a tumultuary conflict, their credit be- 
ing better upheld by a stately rcservedness 
than by a popular forwardness of discourse ; 
as buildings stand fastest that are never 
shaken, and those possi^ssions remain most 
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secure that are never called in question; 
so, on the other hand, to oountonimoe new 
and uncouth paradoxes, as it argues too 
much arrogance and presumption in con- 
Wonting our single apprehemdous against 
tliedeUWate sense and suffrage of so many 
men, yea, so many of men; and is 
likely to prove a successless attempt, like 
swimming against the current, acoompa- 
niedwith much toil and little progress; so 
it serves no good mid, but only foments 
divisions, and disturbs both our privato 
and the public peace. But most of all 
we are to be cautelous of meddling with 
controvoTsies of dangerous consequence, 
wherein the public weal and quiet ore con- 
cernod, wliicli bare the roots of sacred 
authority, and piostitute the mysteries of 
government to vulgar inspection. Such 
points ought to be subjects of law, not of 
syllo^sm, and the errors in them to be cor- 
rected by punishment, rather than confuted 
by aignment: neither can it be thought 
reasonable that the interest of public peace 
should depend upon the event of pri/ate 
disputalion.t IX concerns us, thcreiore, if 
we would live peaceably in such disputable 
matters, reserving all due reverence to the 
judgments of the most, the best and wisest 
persons, to be content in a modest pri>a<.*y , 
to ei\joy the results of a serious and impai'- 
tial (usquuiition, patiently enduring utliers 
to dissent from us, and not attempting by 
needless, fruitless, and endless contentions, 
to gain others to our persuasions ; especially 
since the truth contended for may not be 
worth the passion employed upon it, and 
the benefits of the victory not countervail 
tlie prejudices sustained iu the comliat. 
Fur goodness and virtue may often con- 
sist with ignorance and err(»r, seldom wi<b 
strife and disi^ord. And this consideratiou 
1 shall conclude with those exhortations of 
St. Paul, Tit. iii* 0: But foolUh 
and genealogies^ ajsd and law- 

contests ^ decline; for they are unprofitable 
^ and min. And in 2 £p. t;o Tim. ii. : 
Bvl foolish and usUeamed questUm amid^ 
knowing that they gender strifes ; and the 
servant of the Lord (that is, a minister of 
religion) must not strive^ but be gentle to 
all lAca, apt to teack^ p^ient^ in meekness 
instructing those that are emtrarUy </<u- 
posed,t And in the same chapter^ v or. 1 4 : 
Of these things put them in refoembram^e^ 
cmiging ^ketn before the Lord , that they 
stfioe not about words to w profit^ to the 
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9uhverting0ftk0kearerM: of so pernidotis 
consequence did St. Paul esteem unneces- 
sary wrangling and dnq^uting to be. But 
fbrther, 

11. If we desire to live peaoeabl;^^ wo 
must restrain our pragmatical curiosity 
within the bounds of our proper business 
and ooncernment, not [being curiori in 
<dma repubU] invading other men's pro- 
vinces, and without leave or commission 
intermeddling with their afBairs ;* not rush- 
ing into thoir closetp, prying into their 
concealed designs, or Rotating counsel to 
them without due invitation tJ^reto ; not 
controlling their actions, nor subjecting 
their proceedings to our censure, without 
competent authority. For these courses 
men usually look upon as rash intrusions, 
both injurious and reproachful to them, 
usurping u];»on that n'cedom of choice 
wlu(*h all men passionately affect to pre- 
serve entire to tliemselves, and arguing 
th<*iu of weakness and incapacity to man^e 
their own business : neither do men more 
naturally drive away dies that buzz about 
thoir ears, and molest them in their em- 
ployment^, than they with di»dain repel 
such imniodcbt and unsoasonablo meddlers 
in th(»ir affairs. Let no man suffer, saith 
St. Peter, as a busybody in other metCs 
matters:^ intimating, that those who arc 
impertinently inqulsithe into other men's 
matters, make themselves liable to suffer 
(and that de8(*r\edly) for their fond curio- 
sity and bold presumption. And, He that 
jmsseth by^ mid nteddmk with strife belong- 
ing nut to hiniy is like one that tetkeih a dog 
by the ears,^ saith Solomon; tliat is, he 
cat<*heth at that which he cannot hold, and 
vainly aims at that which he cannot edect, 
and rashly irritates those which will turn 
upon him and bite liini. If, therefore, we 
would neither molest others, nor be dis- 
qidctcd oui’sclves, wo must be like natural 
agents, never working aught beyond our 
proper sphere of activity. But cspwially, 
jf we desire to live peaceably, we must 
beware of assuming to ourselves a Uberty 
to censure the deaigns, decrees, or trans- 
actioiiB of public authority, and of sayii^ 
to our snptTiors, What doest thou? and 
much more, by querulous murmurings or 
clamorous declainations, of bringing envy 
and odium upon them. Few private men 
are capable ot judging aright concerning 
those tilings, as lieing placed beneath in a 
valley, and wiuLtiug a due prospect upon 

* Ac«ordmg to St. Pauls advice, 1 Th«Mu tv. II, 
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the ground and causes of their prooeedingB 
who by reason of their eminent station can 
see more and further than they; and there- 
fore are ixicompetent judges, and unjustly 
presume to interpose tiieir sentence in such 
oases. But 8 up]> 08 e the actions of supe- 
riors notoriously blameable and scandalo^, 
and that by infallible arguments we are 
persuaded thereof ; yet seeing neither the 
taxing of, nor complaint against them doth 
in anywise regularly belong to us, nor the 
diacoveiT of our mind therein can probably 
be an efficacious means of procuring re- 
dress, and immediately tends to diminish 
the reputation and weaken the affection 
due to government, and consequently to 
impair the peaceable estate of things which 
by them is suhtained, we ore wholly to 
abstain from such unwarrantable, unpro- 
fitable, and turbulent practices ; ajid with 
a suhmibs and discreet silence, passing over 
the miscarriages of our superiors, to wait 
patiently upon the providence, and implore 
the a&sibtanco erf him, who is tlie only com- 
pt*tent Judge of such, and sovereign Dis- 
poser of all things, who hath ^eir hearts 
in his bands, and fashioneth them as ho 
thinks good." Further, 

12. If we would live peacealdy with aJl 
men, it behoves us not to engage ourselves 
so deeply in any singular friendship, or in 
devotion to any one |)art) of men, as to be* 
entirely partial to their interests, and pre- 
judiced m their Ixdialf, without distinct 
consideration of tiie truth and equity of 
their pretences in tlie particular matters 
of difference; not to approve, favour, or 
applaud that wliich is bad in some; to 
dislike, discountenance, or disparage that 
which is good in otbera: not, out of e\- 
echsive kindness to some, to uive just <*ause 
of distaste to others: not, for the sake 
of a fortuitous agi*eemont in disposition, 
opinion, interest, or relation, to violato 
the duties of justice or humanity, p or he 
that upon such terms is a friend to any 
one man, or i»arty of men, as to bo rt*- 
solved, W’ith on iinpliv it fuirli, or blind obi^ 
dionce, to maintain whatever he or they 
shall ^rm to be true, and whatever they 
shall do to be good, doth in a manner tui- 
dertakc enmity against all men beside, and 
as it may ha^ieu, doth oblige himself to 
contradict plain trutii, to deviate iVoni the 
rules of virtue, and to offend Almighty 
God himself. This unlimited partiaUty w e 
owe only to tnith and goodness, and to 
God (the fountain of them), in ua case to 
swerve from their dictates and {gtScripi- 
tions. He that followed Tiberius Groc- 

** Prov, xxl. I ; xtxm U. 
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ohtts in his sedilioiis praciioefl^ tuKm the 
tore noeoant of iriencUhip, nnd alleged in 
his excuse^ that, if hia iHesm had required 
it of him, he should as readily have put &*e 
to the Capitol, was much more ahominable 
tor his disloyalty to lus country, and hor- 
rible im|dety against God, than commend* 
able for his constant fidelity to his friend.” 
And that soldier which is said to have told 
Cmsar (in his Brst expedition against 
Rome), that in obedience to his commands 
he would not refuse to sheathe bis sword 
in the breast of his brother, or in the tiiroat 
of his aged father, or in tlie bowels of his 
pregnant mother, was for his unnatural 
harbarity rather to be abhorred, than to be 
csteemea for his loyal affection to his ge- 
neral.” And in like manner, he that, to 
please or gratify the humour of his friend, 
can be either injurious, or treat berous, or 
notably discourteous to any man else, is 
very blameable, and renders himself de- 
servedly odious to all others.** La^lius, 
who incomparably well both understood 
and practised the rules of friendship, is by 
Cicero reposed to have made this the ih*st 
and chief law thereof: Ut neque rogeinua 
res turpes^ nec faciamus rogati: That we 
neither regmre of our friendit the perform* 
eaMse of bate and naughty things, nor, being 
requested of theni^ perform such oursehes,’^ 
And in the herald^, or comparison of du* 
ties, as all others must give place to those 
of piety, verity, and virtue, so after them 
the duties of humanity justly challenge the 
next place of respect, even above thc^e 
which belong to the highest dewee of 
friendship (due to our nearest relations, 
yea, to our country itself^, pT(^cisely taken, 
abstracted and distinguished from those of 
himianity. For the world is in nature the 
first, the most oomprebensive, an<l dearest 
country of us all ; and our general oblige^ 
tions to mankiiid are more ancient, more 
fundamental, and more indispensable, than 
those particular ones stu^added to, or su- 
perstructed on them. The peace therefore 
of the world, and the general welfare of 
men its citizens, ought to be more dear to 
US, and the means conducing thereto more 
carefully regarded by us in our actions, 
than eilner me love, mvour, or satisfaction 
of any particular persons is to be valued or 
pursued. And the not observing this rule 
may reasonably be esteemed to have a great 
influence upon the continuance of those 
implacable feuds^ and tlissen&ions, where- 
wiui the world is so miserably torn and 

“Cni.inlsrUo. «LttcUb.t , 
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shattered. Men being peremptorily re- 
^ solved to extol, countenance, or excuse 
promiscuously ri the principles and pro- 
ct^ings of the party to which tiioy nave 
addicte<l themselves, and to see no error, 
fault, or abuse ki them ; but by all means 
to depress, vilify, and oondenm (if not to 
reproach, calumniate, and persecute} tlie 
opinions and practices of others, and not 
to acknowledge in them any thing ctm- 
siderably good or commendable; whence 
commonly all apprehend their adversaries 
extremely unjust and disingenuous towards 
them, and are alienated from all thoughts 
(or, however, discouraged from all ho})e<«) 
of friendly aeeommodalion and reeoneilo- 
ment. But he, that would live peaceably 
with all men, must be free in his judgment, 
impartial in his dealing, and ingemuous in 
his carriage toward all : not 
o'ff’fle admiring or wondering at some m<m 
(as if they were impeccable or infallible), 
nor havmg the truth in respect of persons, 
abetting in his friends only what is just 
and true, and allowing the home in others, 
but in neither by signal aj)pi olmtion <*oun- 
tonancing any thing faLe or evil ; * for so 
demeaning himself, he giveth no man just 
occasion of displeasure or enmity against 
him. 

13. If we would live peaceably ourselves, 
we should endeavour to presiTve peace, 
and prevent differences, mid reconcile dis- 
sensions among others, by doing good of- 
Bees, and making fair representations of 
inter current passages between them ; by 
conceahng causes of future disgust, and 
removing present misunderstandings, and 
exciibiug past mistakes; by allaying their 
passions, and rightly informing their minds, 
Ijy friendly intercessions, and pacific ad- 
\ieeg. For fhe fire that devoureth our 
neighbour's house threateneth aiid emiaii- 
gcretb ours; and it is hard to approach 
contention, without being engaged therein. 
'Tis not easy to keep ourselves indifferent 
or neutral ; and doing so we sliall in like- 
lihood be maligned and persecuted by both 
the contending parties. Blessed are the 
peftcemahers (saith our Saviour), for they 
shall he called the sons of Gods ' that is, 
they shall bo highly esteemed and reve- 
renced for this divine quality, wherein they 
so nearly resemble the God of peace, and 
his blessed Son the great Mediator. But 
furthm*, without respect to other recom- 
pense, and iVom the nature of their em- 
ployment, such are immediately happy, 
and in this their virtuous practice rework 
itself, that by appeasing others’ qnaercls, 
1 Jude 16 , Jumee b. 1, * Mutt. v. » 
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they we themselvee from trouble, and en 
joy tbemeelves that tranquillity which they 
procure to others.' But those informing 
sycophants, those internuncios of pestilent 
taleB, and incen^haries of discord, that 
(from had nature, or upon base demgn) by 
the still breath of clandestine whispers, or 
by the more violent blasts of impudent ca- 
lumnies, kindle the flames of diseension, or 
foment them among othersi that by dis- 
seminaling infamous rumours, and by ma- 
licious su^stions, instil jealousies into, 
and nourii^ malevolent surmises in the 
minds of men, aepixratiii^^ as it is in the 
Proverbs, between c&ief friends* and widen- 
bgtlie distance between others; these, 1 
say, from the seeils of variance they scatter 
among others, reap in the end mischiof and 
disturbance to themselves ; nor can expect 
to enjoy the benefit of that quiet, which 
they laboiu* to dcpri\e others of. The 
heffinninff of strife (saitb Solomon) is as 
when ofie lettHh out viater,* and be that, 
t(» the iiiLent Lis neighbour's lands should 
be oveitioun with a torrent of dissension, 
doth unloose the dams, atui cut the banks 
of former friendship, may (if ho be isise) 
osi»ect the merciless flood should at Icn^h 
reach himself, and that his oun habitation 
should be at last surrounded therewith." 
Pur when men at length begin to be weary, 
and to repent of their needless quarrels, 
and the mischievous consiMjjuences attend- 
ing them, and to be inquisitive into the 
causes and insti-umcnts of their vexation, 
they will certamlv find out, detest, and 
invert the edge of Ihoir displeasure upon 
these u retched makobates ; and so the poi- 
si)ii they mingled for others they tlieniselve^ 
diiuk up;' Uio catastrophe of the tragedy 
i,begun by them) is acted upon themselves ; 
they sink down into the pit they made for 
others, and in vhe net which tliey hid is 
their own foot taken: I^t delator k^t quod 
dedsd exitvufiu 

Lastly, If we would ofTectually obnerve 
this precN^pt, we must readily com^y with 
the innocent cu*4toms, and obey the esta- 
blished laws of the places where we live. 
1 say, first comply w lUi the customs $ which 
also w'e in effect inferior laws enacted by 
tht» laeit agreeim iit ot the generality of 
imu; the iion-obsen ation of which is upon 
many aceouids ury prtyudicial to pea<’^ 
able hfh. Por lo those ummnied in It, it 
will always to intimate a squcoimsh 
iiiceness, a frowai'd pi*n mencss, an ai*- 

T<» tl«‘ cownssllciw of iirs joy. — Prov xli 
■ N\» 2S. * Ptov xvii 14 " Prov -txr H 

t'rov \l 27,- lU* that diUg^jOUv ^keth gooil 
prof^nrotU , but he tlwt iiiaiuth uu4<.Uu.f, it 
Khali < ouio \ 


ro^t self-concdtedness, a manifest dee-* 
ptsing other men's judgments, and a vir^ 
tual condemning their practices of fault or 
folly, and consequently a monopolising all 
goodness, and appropriating all wisdom to 
himself ; qualities intolerably odious to men* 
and productive of enmity. It incenses 
people (hugely susceptive of provocation) 
with a sense of notable iqjviry done, and 
contempt cast upon it. For the only au- 
thority which the commonalty oan lay claim 
to, consists in prescribing rtdes of (decency 
in langi^e, habit, gesture, ceremony, and 
other circumstances of action, declai*ed 
and ratified by ordinary practice; non- 
conformity to which is by tliem adjudged 
a inarvtUous irregularity, contumacy ^ and 
rebellion against the majesty of the people, 
and is iiifailibly reveng^ and punished by 
them. 

There is no preserving peace, nor pre- 
venting broils and stirs, but by punctually 
observing that ordinary rule of equity, tliat 
in cases of doubtful debate, and points of 
controverted practice, the fewest should 
yield to the most, the weakest bend to the 
strongest, and that to the greatest number 
sliould be allowed at least the greatest ap- 
pearance of reason. To which purpose we 
may cdiserve, that tlie best and wisest men 
(not to displease those with whom they 
couversed, as far as their dutv* to God and 
their conscience would pmiut), have com- 
monly in tbcfr manners of life followed not 
wliai in their retired judgment the) most 
approved, but what suited to the customs 
of their times and places, avoiding a mo- 
rose sinj^laiity, as offeusiYe to others, and 
productive of ^(juiet to thenuselvcs.* You 
know liow Cicero censured Cato for eii- 
deavouiing, against the {iprain and predo- 
minant geiifUs of those times, to n^duce 
things to a strict agreement with his pri- 
vate notions : Hie optima animo uteru, et 
sumimfde^nocetinterdumreipubhue. Diut 
eiiim tanquam in PUtiouis flraXjrn«, non tan- 
quam in Romuli face senteutiam.^ But a 
more clear and pertinent instance we have 
in St. Paul, who thus represents his own 
practice : 2 have made myself a servant to 
aii: Unto the Jews I became as a Jew; to 
thcin that me without W, ae untknui iaw: 
To the tteak became 1 as weak : I am made 
all tluit^i to all Men, that I by aH 
means save some,* St* Paul wisely knew / 
that, by a ptudent coinpliAoce with men's 

^ 1(1 ayantm, ut melloran lOam Mqnanmr f p fi y i 
lulgux, ituii (It contrarijin, aboqnl quM emendari 
X olunniK tuKAiaiit et » noln* avmlmiui. 

Teaiperetur vita uiter banes moves at jptibUooa, ae. 
—Sen Jijf^ 1. 
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cu^oms, and condescension to their eapa- dictates of natural reason, is one thing, and 
cities, he engaged to him, or at least did not the least;, in our addresses to himself 
not alienate from him, their affections ; and partly desired and mainly serving more 
thereby became^ more capable of infusing strictly to unite, not to dissociate men in 
good doctrine into their minds, and pro- affection) should dislike or disapprove the 
moting their spiritual good. And the same use of this course, so ex|>edicnt and con- 
course was generidly twen by the primitive dueible to peace : * especially since he in- 
Christians, who in all things (not inoon- finitely more regards the substance of the 
sistent with the rules and principles of their duty, and the devotion of the heart therein, 
religion) did industriously conform their tlmn the manner, or any circumstantial ap» 
conversation to the usual practices of men; pondages thereof: it is certain, however, 
thereby shunning tliose scandalous iinpu- that St. Paul intimates a wilful departure 
tations of pride and perverseness, which from ordinary practice in such cases, to 
then rendered the Jews so odious to the wocced from a contentious disposition : 
world, as appears by divers passages in the Sut if any man (saith he) have a nmd to he 
ancient apologists for Christian religion : rontentious (so imports), 

particularly Justin Mortar (in his Epistle toe have m such custom^ nor the churches of 
to Diognetus) hath these words : God,^ 

yif 9itr% yp, ovn oon iho’t But yet much more is peaceable con- 

m iiVId ovvt ya^ tw ttskug versation impoaohed by disobedieiH*e to 

ih^s 9ifTi rm iretffiXkmy^ estahlislicd laws, those great bulwarks of 

orin /3<«v acxweet — society, fences of order, and supports of 

xttTMouyrts it ifcXus rt peace: wbich he that refuses to obey, is 

U«m( UXtt^vfivt iv t6ten so far from living pt^aceably with all men, 

&c. The Christians neither in that he may reasonably be presumed un- 
dxoelling^ language^ or custom^ dijffjr from willing to have peace witli any man ; since 
rest of men ; they neither inhabit tuum in a manner he defies all mankind, rilities 
proper to themselves^ nor use any peculiar its nK> 8 t solemn judgments, cudeaiours to 
dioaevt^ nor exercise anvncovth manner of dissolve those sacred bands by whkh its 
living; hnt^ as by ehaiue it is aUotfed to union is contained, and to subvert tlie only 
them^ inhabiting cities belonging both to foundations of public ti*an(iuilHty. He de- 
Grechs and Barbanuns^ comply with the dares himself either to affect an uuivmal 
customs of the i ovntry. And much more tyranny over, or an alihorrency fi oiii so- 
hath ho there ; and much Tertullian like- dety with other hh'ii, to be unwillbg to 
wise, in his Apologetic, to the same pur- live with them upon equal terms, or to 
pose. Neither do we find in the life of our submit to any fan arbitration, to desire 
Saviour, that exact pattern of wisdom and that strifes should be endless, and f ontro- 
guodness, that in anything he did affect ver&ies never decided, w'ho di dines the 
to differ from the received customs of his verdict of law, the most solemn issue of 
time and country, except such as were deliberate advice, proceeding from the most 
grounded upmi vain conceits, extremelj honourable, most wiv*, most worthy, and 
prejudicial to piety, or direot!|y repugnant select persons, and involving in it the eon- 
tuereto. sent of the whole ooimnunwealth. St. Paul, 

And I cannot except from Ibis rule the directing tlmt prayers should be made for 
compliance with religious customs used in princes and those in authority, assigns the 
the worship and service of God : since 4 reason, that toe may lead a quiet and peace- 
wilful discrepancy from them doth much able hfe^ in aU godliness and honesty and 
more destroy peace, and kindle the flame certainly if we are to ^ray for, we ore also 
of contention, inasmuch as men arc apt to obliged to obey them in order to the same 
apprehend themselves much more slighted end, w hich to do is absolutely in our power, 
and more condemned by a disagreement and more immediately requisite to that 
in those, than in matters of lesser concern- purpose. For as no peace can be preserve^d 
ment. And it cannot reasonably be irna- without the influence of authority; so no 
gined, that the God of love and peace, who aulhority can subsist without olieuience to 
questionless delights to see men converse sanctions. He that is <lesirous to en- 
in peace and amity, and who therefore in joy the privileges of this happy estate of 
general terms enjoins us to pursue the peace, must in reason be content to por- 
thiiigs that make for peace (whereof ccr- form the duties enjoined, and bear tho 
tainly in reaxun and to experience, follow- e<»miii«m Imrdens imposed by those who are 
ing indifferent and harmless customs, not protectors of it. 
expressly repugnant to his law nor to the * nom xU is. • 1 ( or ic m Tun. u. s. 



AND CAEKUGK. 


269 


•KftMON 3(X2*] 

ThuSy as plainly as I could, have I de« 
scribed what it is to live peaoe^lv, and 
what the means are that principally ona> 
duco thereto: 1 should now proceed to 
consider the object of the duty, and the 
reasons why it respects all men; as also 
whence it conies, that Bometimes we may 
fail in our endeavour of attaining this de- 
sirable condition ; and lastly, to propound 
sonic inducements persuasive of its prac- 
tice. But 1 must not iurthcr encroadi on 
your patience, and shall therefore reserve 
tliesc things to the next opportunity. 

Now the peace of God^ which faez^h all 
widergtandm^^ heep yovr hearts aiid inirufe 
in the knowledge coed lore of God^ and of 
hh Son Jems Christ ovr Lord; and the 
hlessinfc of God Almighty y the Father ^ Son^ 
and Holy Ghost y he amottg yo?/, and remain 
with you always. Amen, 


SERMON XXX. 

oe A T>r VCEAJBLE TEMPIIR AND CAI111IAC.C. 

Kox.xn. 18, — If it be possibley asmwh as 

lieth in yoUy lice peaceably with all men. 

1 II A A a very Intel j considered what it is to 
Ure imeeabhj^ and what are the duties in- 
cluded therein; and what means conduce 
thereto. 

IT. I proceed now to consider the ob- 
ject thereof, and wliy the dutj of living 
peat'cahly exten'ls to all wen, that is, why 
wti are hound to bear good-will, and do 
goou offices, and show civil resm^cts to all 
men ; and to endcasour that alt men leci- 
procally be well-afl*ected toward us. For 
it might with some colour of reason be ob- 
jected, and said, Why should I be obliged 
iH’ortily to lo\i those, that desperately hate 
me; to treat tl.em kindly, that use me 
despitefully; to help them, that would 
hinder me; to relieve them, that would 
jdungt* me into utter distress; to comfort 
tl»cm, that delight in my aflliction ; to be 
respective to, and tender of, their reputa- 
tion, who despise, di^faine, and reproach 
me; to be indulgent and favourable to 
tliem, who are harsli and rigorous in their 
dealings with me; to spore and jiardon 
them, who with implacable malice perse- 
cute me? Why should 1 seek their friend- 
ship, who disdainfully reject mine? why 
prize Iheir favour, who scorn nnne? why 
strive to please them, who purposely offend 
me? Or why should 1 have any regai*d to 
men, void of ail faith, goodness, or desert? 
And most of all, why should 1 be bound 
to maiutoiii amicablu correspondence with 


those who are professed enemies to piety 
and virtue, who oppugn truth, and disturb 
peace, and countenance vice, error, and 
metioQ? How can any love, consent of 
mind, or communion of good offices, in- 
tercede between persons so contranly dis- 
posed? 1 answer, they may, and ought, 
and that because the obligation to these 
ordinary performances is not grounded 
upon any peculiar respects, specif qualifi- 
cations, or singular actions of men (which 
are contingent and variable), but upon the 
indefectible score of common humanity. 
We owe them 4as the philosopher alleged, 
when he dispensed his alms to an unworthy 
person) «aa« not 

to the men, but to human nature resident 
in them. There be indeed divers other 
s<jrts of love, in nature and object more 
restrained, built upon narrower founda- 
tions, and requiring more extraordinary 
acts of duly and respect, not competent to 
all men; as a ]o\e of friendship, founded 
a|)on long acquaintance, suitableness of 
disposition, and frequent exchanges of mu- 
tiuu kindness; a lo\e of gratitude, due to 
the reception of valuable benefits; a love 
of esteem, belonging to persons endued 
with worth and virtue; a lo>e of relation, 
resulting from kindred, affinity , neighbour- 
hood, and other common engagements. 
But the love of benc\olence (which is pre- 
cedent to these, and more deeply rooted 
in nature, more ancient, more unconfined, 
and more immutable), and the duties men- 
tioned consequent on it, are grounded upon 
the natural constitution, necessary pro- 
perties, and unalterable conffition of hu- 
manity, and areu|K>n several accounts due 
thereto. 

1. Upon account of universal cognation, 
agreemeut, and similitude of nature. For 
uTeti All 

men naturally are of hin and friends to each 
otheTy saith Aristotle.* Ft fratres etiam 
resin sumus Jure natnree mntris unius; We 
are also your brethen in the right of tuxture 
our Common mvthery saith Tertmlian'* of 
old, in the name of the Christians to the 
hea1hen«(. We are but several streams 
issuing from one primitive source ; several 
branches sprouting from the same stuck ; 
several stones hewed out of the same quar- 
ry ; one substance, miraculous efficacy 
of the divine bene(lictiou,diffiised and mul- 
tiplied. One element affords us matter, 
ami one fire actuates it, kindled at first bv 
the breath of God. One blood flows in all 
our veins ; one nourishment repairs our 
decayed bodies, and oite common air re- 

* 8 Lth. GA|t 1. V In Ai^log. AcU x\U ftS. 
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iVesbcs ouir kn^stiing spirits.* We are 
cr>habitants of the same eart;)}, and fellow* 
cituens of the same great commonwealth ; 
Umm rempn omnivm agruwnmts mundum, 
Mild the fore-mentioned anologistfor Chris- 
tianity. We were all fksnioned according 
to the same original idea (resembling God 
our common Father), all endowed with the 
Mime faculties, inclinations, and affections; 
all conspire in the essentld and more no- 
table ingredients of our constitution ; and 
arc only distinguished by some ac'cidental, 
iiioonHiderable circumstances of age, place, 
colour, stature, fortune, and the like; m 
which we diftor as much from oursehes in 
.succcs*xions of time. So tljat what Aris- 
totle said of a friend is applicable to e>ery 
man ; every man is itxxos avroft another 
ourself: f and he that hates another, detests 
his o^^a most lively picture ; he that harms 
another, injures ius ov>n nature ; he that 
denies relief to anotlier, starves a member 
of his own body, and withers a branch of 
his o w n tree. The me: ciful nwn doeth good 
to his own soul ; hut he that is cruel iron- 
hleth his own Neither can any per- 

sonal demerit of vicious habit, erroneous 
opinion, enormous practice, or signal dis- 
cowtesy tow ard us, dissolve these bands ; for 
as no unkindness of a brother can wholly 
resc^ind that relation, or disoblige us from 
the duties annexed thereto;* so neither upon 
the faults or injuricb of any man can we 
ground a total dispensation from the offices 
of humanity, esjiecially if the inj ji’ies be 
not irreparable, nor the faults incurable. 

2. We are indispensably obliged to these 
duties, because the best of our natural in- 
timations prompt ns to the performance of 
them ; especially those of pity and benig- 
nity, whicnare manifestly discernible in all, 
but most powerful and vigorous in the best 
natures; and w^hich, questionless, by the 
most WISP and good Author of our beings 
were implanted therein both as monitors 
to direct, and as spurs to incite us to the 
Kjrformance of our duty. For the samj 
>owtls, that, in our want of necessarv sns- 
It ‘nance, do by a lively sense of pain in- 
form us ther(‘of, and instigate us to provide 
against it, do in like manner griovousl) rc- 
scnl the distresses of another, and thereby 
atlmonkh us of our duty, and provoke us 

♦ ToS rxvr$j 

«o« A/fl» xcirtf uttt *At xorSr m- 

yxi fvt ^ •rftCoAiJft StC Fplct t. 1 1 

Ntnuo «Ht 1 X 1 fftncliH hianuto, cui xioii aileotio, ctu 
tioa niiituii oh<ir!tat«. pro ijisa lumeih eonmium** 
iiatiuyrMPietatt AUieatur — tSp iil^ad 
t Nilul tht «inm untim wni turn simiTc, tarn par, 
lam oiuueH )nut iioHixiotipM»8 i»umu8, Ke — Cw dt* 

• «f*A i p 101. 

’ Irov \l j< « St«o Deut xv\ 3,-LcbttIty 
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to relieve them. Even the stories of ca- 
lamities, that in ages long since past have 
happened to persons now%e related to us, 
yea, the fabulous rejmrts of tragical events, 
do (even against the bent of our wills, and 
all resistance of reason) melt our hearts 
with compassion, and draw tears from our 
eyes; and thereby evidently signify that 
general sympathy which naturally inter- 
cedes between all men, since we can nei- 
ther see, nor hear of, nor imagine another's 
grief, without being afflicted owselves.J 
Antipathies may be natural to wild beasts ; 
but to rational creatures they are wholly 
unnatural. And on the other side, as na- 
turc to eating and drinking, and such acts 
requisite to the preservation of our life, 
hath adjoined a sensible jilcasuro and satis- 
faction, enticing us to, and encouraging us 
in the performance of them ; so, and doubt- 
less to the same end, hath she made re- 
lieving the necessities of others, and doing 
good offices to them, to be acconqianied w ith 
a very contentful and delicious relish to the 
mind of the doer. Epicurus, that great 
master of pleasure, did Iim.self coiift ss, that 
to bestow benefits was not onh more brave, 
but more pleasant, than to receive them ; 
QhTiKou^6( (saith Plutarch) || r^viv 

1^ x'Mtry, »vfA»\0v aXXa xat qtftdy dveit ) 

And, certainly, no kind of actions a man 
can peiform art* attended w ith a more pure, 
more perfect, more savoury delight, than 
those of beneficence are. Since nature, 
tlierefore, hath made our neighbour’s mi- 
sery our pain, and his content our pleasure ; 
since with indissoluble bands of mutual sym- 
pathy slie hath concatenated our fortunes 
and affections together ; since by the dis- 
cipline of our sense she instructs us, and by* 
the importunity thereof solicits us to the 
observance of our duty, let us follow her 
wise directions, and conspire with her kindly 
motions ; let us not stifle or weaken by di*- 
use, or contrary practice, but by confonu- 
abJe action cherisn and confirm the good 
incliuatloim of nature, 

3. We aro vibligcd to these duties u]»on 
account of common equity. Wq have oil 
(the most som* and stoiCiil of us all; im- 
planted in us a natural fvmbitioii, and a de- 
sire (which we can by no lutans eradicate) 
of being beloved jmd respected by all ; and 
are disposed in our need to demand assist- 
ance, commiseration of our misfortunes, 
and relief in our distresa, of all that are iu 
ca|)aci1y to afford tlim ; and aro ajit to bo 
vehcmcnlly displeased, to think ouraedves 
t — - liwc iK>«itri t*«i« cptim* 9cm^uR,>-inuttiU‘ ut 
nm ait^tus petoro au\llium, «i niaKUOs jutonnet — 
J/nurt Sut l<> 

li 1m Phiioe comiclu cuiu rrmcip. — 7« 
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hardly dealt with, and to comphiln of 
cruelty and inhuzaanity in thofee that refuse 
them to us ; and therefore in all reason and 
equity wo should readily pay the saoie loje, 
respect, aid, and ooinfort to others, which 
we expect from others; for, 
qui dare nendt^ wjustf^ petit; nothing is 
more unretwonable, or unequal, than to re- 
quire from others those good turns, which 
upon like occasion we are unwilling to ren- 
der to others. 

4. Wc ai*e obliged to these duties of 
himianity, upon account of common inte- 
rcht, bcuefit, and advantage. The welfiu'e 
and safety, tho honour and reputation, the 
j)leasui*p and quiet of our lives, are con- 
cerned in our maintaining a loving corre- 
spondence with all men. For so uncertain 
i& our condition, so obnoxious are we to 
mantfuld necessiticb, that there is no man 
wdiose good-will we may not need, whose 
good word may not stand us in stead, whose 
helpful endeavour may not sometime ob- 
liue ns. The great Pompey, tbe glorious 
lriuii(ij)her over nations, and admired dar- 
]irn)f uf iortmie, was beholden at last to a 
for the eoinposing bis ashes andcele- 
bivitiag Ills fiineral obsequies. The honoim 
of the qreatt st men depends on the estima- 
lion of the least; and the good-will of the 
iiKs'iiiebt pt*asant is a brighter ornament to 
th(‘ fortune, a greater accession to the 
grand* *ui* of a prince, than the most ra- 
diant peiri in his royal diadem. Howeier 
the spite and enmity of one (and him the 
most weak othei'wise and contemptible) 
ptT *on may bappeu to spoil tho content of 
our whole life, and deprive us of the most 
(oinfortabh et^oyments thereof; may di- 
^ert our thoughts from our delightful ein- 
jrlo^ments t<f a solicitous care of self-pre- 
sen ation and <h‘fenee ; may discom|K)se our 
iiiimls with vexatious passions; inayb^ false 
reports, odious suggestions, and slanderoiis 
didUniations, blast our (Tedit, raise a storm 
of gfMi(‘raJ hatred, and conjure up thon- 
‘‘iiids of enemies agaiiisl us; may ny insi- 
dious practices supplant and undermine us, 
prejudice our weltaro, (‘iidanger our estate, 
and itnolvft us in a bottomless gulph of 
trouble; it is but reasonable, therefore, if 
we desire to live securely, comfortably, and 
quitdly, that by all honest means we should 
endeavour to purchase the good-will of all 
men, and provoke 3 m> man's enmity need- 
lessly; since any man's love may bo useful, 
and every man's hatred is daugerous, 

.5. Wo are obliged to tliese duties by a 
tacit compact and fundiaucntal constitution 
of wwnluud, hi ])ursuaiico of Uiose jirinci 
jal designs, for wiuch men wtTc iiicorpo- “ 


m 

rated, and arc still contained in civil someiy« 
For to this purpose do men cong|regaa«| 
cohabit, and combine tbeuLbclvos in sod- 
able communion, that therein they may 
enjoy a delightful conversation, void of 
fear, free from suspicion, and from 
dai^cr; promote mutual advantage and 
satisfac'tion; be helpful and beneficial each 
to other; abstracting from which commo- 
dities, the retirements of a cloister, or the 
solitudes of a desert, the life of a recluso 
or of a wild heast, would perhaps be more 
desirable than these of gregarious converse: 
for as men, being pleased and well-affectcd 
to each other, are tlio most obi^Ing friends 
and pleasant ccanpanions ; so being enraged, 
they are the mcM»t luischievous and danger- 
ous neighbours, the most fierce and savage 
enemies. By neglecting, therefore, or oon- 
travening these duties of humanity , we frus- 
trate the main ends of sodety, disappoint 
the expectations of each other, subvert the 
groim^ of ordinary civility, and in the 
commonwealth deal as unpoliticly, as the 
niembtTs in the body should act imnatu- 
raJl} , in subtracting mutual assistance, or 
harmmg each other ; os if the eye should 
deny to the hands the direction of sight, 
and tile hands in revenge should pluck out 
the escs, 

6 *We are by observing the<«e rules to 
oblige and render men widJ-aftected to us, 
because being upon such terms with men 
ennduceth to our living (not only delight- 
fully and quictl), but) honestly and reli- 
^oush in this world. How peace and 
edification, spiritual comfort and frmporal 
quiet, do c»»ncur and co-operate, we see in- 
timated Acts ir. 31 : Tlten hqd the churches 
/icitce throughout all Judaa^ and GalHee^ 
and Sa$mrw^ and were edified: andioaVai^ 

the frftr 4^ the Ijord^ and in the contort of 
the lioly Ghost ^ were muUifdied, St. Paul 
advised the Cliri^tians of his time, liable to 
pcrbwution, to mike prayers for all men^ 
fand especially for those in eniinent powers 
that they might lead* a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty;^ to ^y 
for them, that is, to pray tliai they nught 
be so dispos€*d as not to molest, intemi^, 
or discourage them in the exercise of vir- 
tue, and practice of piety. For these by 
a tranquillity of mind, a sedaienesa Uf af- 
fections, a competency of rest, and leisure 
and retirement, a freedom fi*om aimutng 
fear, distractuig care, and paliiftii scneic, 
are greatly advanced ; of which advantages 
by oontentjous broils and enmities we are 
deprived, and encumbered with tlio con- 
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traty impedimcntH* They br^ed thorny 
attxielios, and by them choke the seeds of 
good iuteation: they raise dusky fumes of 
melancholy, by thorn intorcepting the beams 
of spiritual li|^ht, and stifling the flames of 
devout affection. By them our thoughts 
are affixed upon the basest, and taken off 
from the most excellent objects; our fan- 
cies are disordered by turbulent animosi- 
ties; our time is spent, and our endeavour 
taken up in the most ungrateful and un- 
})rofitable employments, of defeating the 
attempts, resisting the assaults, disproving 
the calumnies, countermining the plots of 
adversfiries ; they bring us upon the stage 
against our will, and make us act parts in 
tragedies, neither becoming, nor delight- 
ing us. They disturb often our natural 
rest, and hinder us in the despatch of our 
ordinary business; and much more im- 
pede the steadiness of our devotion, and 
obstruct the course of religious practice. 
They tempt us also to omissions of our duty, 
to unseemly behaviour, and to the commis- 
sions of* grievous sin; to harsh censure, 
envious detraction, unwarrantable revenge, 
repining at the good successes, and delight- 
ing ill the misfortunes of others. Alany 
examples oecur in history, like those of 
Hanno the Carthaginian, and Quint. Mc- 
tellus (Pumpey’s antagonist), who, in pur- 
suance of some private grudges, have not 
only betrayed their own interests, and sul- 
lied th(ir own reputations; but notably 
disserved and damnified the public weal of 
their country : and so will our being engaged 
ill enmity wMth men cause us to neglect, 
if not to contradict, our dearest concern- 
ments; whence vre shuidd carefully avoid 
the occasions thereof, and bj an mnocent 
and beneficent conversation oblige men to 
a friendly correspondenee with us. 

7. We arc obliged to perform these 
duties of humanity, because by so doing 
we become more capabU* of promoting 
goodness in others, and so of fulfillmg the 
iiighest duties of (>hristian charity ; of su'v 
ccssfully advising and admonishing others; 
of instructing thc*ir ignorance, and con- 
V ineing their mistakes ; of removing their 
prejudices, and satisfying their scruples; 
<jf reclaiming them from vice, error, fac- 
tion ; and reconciling them to virtue, truth, 
and pejice. For by no force of reason, or 
stratagem of wit, are men so easily subdued, 
by no halt so throughly allured and caught, 
^ by real courtesy, gentleness, and aimbi- 
lity; as on the other side, by a sour and 
necvrJi humour, supercilious looks, bithT 
langu«igc, and harsh dealing, men are ren- 
doled mdocilo and intractable, averse from 


better instruction, obstinate in their ways, 
and pertinacious in their conceits. Easily 
do men swallow the pill g^ldt^ with fair 
carriage, and sweetened by kind speech ; 
readily do they afford a favourable oar to 
the advice seeming to proceed from good- 
will, and a tender care of their ^od: but 
the ph}sic of wholesome admonition being 
steeped in the vint»gar of rejproach, and 
tempered with the gall of passion, becomes 
distasteful and loathsome to the patient ; 
neither will men willingly listen to the 
roasouiugs of those whom they ap]trehend 
disaffected to their persons, and more de- 
sirous to wound their reputations, than to 
cure theu* distempers. The slightest ar- 
gument, the most simple ami un]X)Ush(‘d 
oration, issuing from the mouth of a friend, 
is wo!i(ierfully more prevalent, than the 
strongest demonstration, than the most 
powerful eloquence, of an enemy. For 
obliging usage and courteous spev'ch un- 
lock the affections, and by them insinuate 
into the reason of men ; bat surly deport- 
ment and froward expressions dam mi the 
attention with prejudice, and interclude 
all avenues to the understanding. An il- 
lustration of which discourse w e hav e from 
comparing the different practj<*e of the 
Jews, and the ancient Christians, wdlh the 
contrary successes thereof. I'he Jews, by 
their seditious and turbulent practices, by 
their insolent contempt, and implacable 
haired of others (for you know w hat Ta- 
citus saith of them : Ajmd ipsos Jideb oZi- 
itinata, misf*ricordia in promptu^ ged adverts 
omnes alios hostile odium ;') by their per- 
verse and unsociable humours, declining all 
intercourse, and refusing ordinary offices 
of humanity (so much to show the way, 
or to ilirect the thirsty travcllcT to the 
fountain) to any not of their own sect, did 
procure an odium, scorn, and infamy up- 
on their religion, rendered all men averse 
from inquiring into, or cutertaining any 
good opinion thereof, and so very little 
enlarged its boimds, and gained few pro- 
selytes thereto. But the Chri'^tiaus, by a 
mild, patient, and peaceable behaviour ; by 
obedience to laws, and compliance with 
harmless customs ; by perfect innocence, 
and abstinence from doing injury; by pay- 
ing due respects, and performing civil offi- 
ces and demonstrations of benevolence ; by 
loving conversation and friendly commerce 
with all, commended their doctrine to tlie 
regard of men :* and by this only piece of 

• Thun the ancient ChHetlunn i but when religion 
declined, di»fiomion and Ul-wiU did grow ; so that tlie 
heathen hietonan ( Am, Mai . lib. xxU.) could nay t»f 
Joluii Jl^ulUtK injeftar hamhiimt ut twnl sibt 
/tralet p'erique Qinttumotunh ftpLitw, 
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rhetoric (i^ithout terror of anns^ or cotin- 
tonance of power, or plausibility of dis- 
course, or promise of temporal reward) 
subdued tiio faith of men, and persuad^ 
a great part of the world to embrace their 
excellent profession. 

“ We converse with you like men, we 
use the same diet, habit, and neces&ai^ 
furniture: we have recourse to your tn- 
bunals; we frequemt }our markets, \our 
fair8,your shops, } our stalls, your shammes, 
your baths : we cohabit, wc sail, we war, 
we till , WG trade, w e maintain all manner of 
commerce with you ^ saith the Christian 
apologist to the* pagans, in behalf of the 
ancient Cliristians. Which kind of prac- 
tice they derived not only from the sweet 
tcinper and noble genius of their religion, 
but from the express institution of the first 
teachers thereof, and from their exemplary 
* pi*a(*tic(‘ therein. l'\>r both by doctrine did 
the apostles exhort, and by their exiuoa- 
pic incite tlum to adorn the gos^l, and 
tender the (hscipline of Christ amiable by 
thur iiKek, gentle, compliant, and inol- 
feusi> e coiiv ersation ; and thereby to allure 
Dtljcis to a wdling entertainment theionf, 
IVi tliis pui’j»ose are tliose exhortations, 
Phil. l\ , .> — Lei t/our nh deraium ( r« Wtuul, 
uuiv your equity^ or gentleness) he knou*n 
to all men • and 1 Thess. v. 14 — Comfort 
the afflU ted* support the weak ^ be long suf- 
fi i ing tov'ard all Be yc all earefulnot to 
t etider evil for eml^ hut always pursue good» 
ness toward each other ^ and toward aU: and 
Gal, \ 1 . 10 — As we have ^purtwnrty^ let us 
do good tv all men : and lit. iii. 1 , 2— Piel 
them in wind to be subnet to primipalities 
and jwwers^ to bo ready to entry good work^ 
to reproach no rmm^ not to he contentious^ 
hut gentle^ showing all meekness to aU 9nea . 
and 2 Tim. ii. 24. 15 ^The mimster of the 
Lord must not strive; but he gentle unto aU 
men^ apt to teacli^ patient , tu meekness itt- 
St meting those that oppose themselves (or 
tho-M' that are otherwW* disjKi'icd, •rout «V 
:) if perudventura God will 
give them repentance to the atkitowledgmmt 
of the truth : where gent]^•ness1ov>ard all, 
and meekness lowar«l adversai'ies, ni'o ap- 
positely conjoined, with aptness to teach 
and in'struct ; the one qurmficatlon so ef- 
fectually prc(hflposing to the other ; and it 
i't beside intimated, tliat gentle and meek 
tr(atmeiit are suitable instruments ordina- 
rily employed by God to convert men from 
err4>r to truth. 

8. We are bound bertto in compliance 
and conformity to the be*4t iKittcinis ; God, 
(biiirt, the apostles, the primhive stunts. 

l *uf ** rerbuU 

VoL. 1. 


Thtsillustnous doctor of Christian rel^ion. 
Si. Paul, ^d not fail to second this his 
doctrine with his own example : for, Oivn 
none ofknce (saith he) neither to the 
nor to the Omtiles^ nor to the chmth of 
Oods even as £ please all men tn all things^ 
not seeMng mine own profile but the profit 
ofrmmy^ that they may ms saved. PkaseM 
men in all things:^ what could St. Paul 
say, or what do more ? And again, For 
though (saith he) I he free from all men^ 
yet have I made myself a servant unto all^ 
that I might gam the more. To the weak 
became I as weak^ that 1 might gain the 
weak: £ am made all things to all men, 
that hy all means I might save some.^ See 
how far this charitable design of doing good 
to others transported him: he parted wHh 
his own freedom, that he might redeem 
them from the slavery of a wicked life; 
he denied his own present satisfiiction, that 
he might procure tliem a lasting content ; 
he despised his own profit, that he might 
promote ^eir spiritum advantage ; he |)ro* 
stituted bis own reputation, tliat he might 
advance them to a condition of true glory. 
He underwent grievous adliotions for their 
comfort, sustained restless pains for their 
ease, and liazarded his own safety for their 
salvation. He condescended to their in- 
firmities, suited his demeanour to their 
tempers, comphed with their various hu- 
mours, and contrary customs : he differed 
from himself, that he might agree with them, 
and transformed himself into all shapes, 
that he might convert them into wliat they 
should be, reform their lummers, and trans- 
late them into a happy estate. Hut above 
all is the practice ot our Lord himsedf most 
rt^morkable to this purpose ; and discovers 
plainly to him that observes an universally 
largt' and unrestrained plulanthropy. Fur 
having, from a wonderful conspirac*y o* 
kindness and good-wiU (between him and 
his eternal Father) toward the worhl of 
men, descended wiliingl) from the throne 
of his eelo'^tial imyesty, and enveloped his 
divine glory m a cloud of lUf trial frailty, 
and that (as the apostle saith) he might 
recomile all thirds in heaven and earth* 
cordoin God and man by a nearer alliance^ 
and unite men together by the more sa- 
cred bands of common relatum to himself; 
having assumed not only the outw ard shape 
and eurporeal resemblance of man, bat the 
inward frame, and real passions of humn 
souls ; he disdained not accordingly to obey 
the laws, to follow the iuolmotions, to ob<* 
scric lh< duties of the bes^ and most per 
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fleet hunaalty ; with ate equal and impartial 
boimty imp^ing free ac^ttance, fmoOiar 
converee^mendlyaid and auceour, unto all, 
even the worst m men in all appearance 
(and that so flar, that some rigorous oen* 
surers thence presumed to tax him as a 
glutton, and agoodUfellaw, a friend to 
ikoMimd sinners*) distribute Uberalr^ tp 
all, the iiicomnarable benefits of ^s heavenly 
doctrine, of nis holy example, of his mira- 
culous power ; instructing the ignorances, 
detecting the errors, dispossessing the de- 
vils ; sustaining the weafoiesses, overlook- 
ing the injuries, comforting the afflictions, 
supplying the necessities, healing the dit.- 
eases, and remedyiw all the miseries; of 
all, that did not wilmlly reject their own 
welfare: Ue went about (saith St. Peter in 
the Acts) doing good, am healing all that 
were oppressed of the devU. and, lie weiU 
about all the cities and villnges, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 
of the Hngmm, and heaUng every sichSess 
and every disease among the people f suth 
Si. Matthew's Go&pcL He despised not 
meanest, either in outward estate, or 
spiritual hnprovemont. He ited all unto 
him, repelled or discouraged none ; nor | 
refused to any that came unto him hisj 
counsel or his help. He wah a\ersc from 
no man’s society (and if in any degree ! 
from any, ohie% fi*om those, who confi- 
dently pretended to extraordinary sanctity, 
and proudly contemned others,^) Meek 
and gentle he was, mild and patient ; cour- 
teous and benign ; lowly andcondescensive; 
tender and compassionate in his conversa- 
tion unto all. And for a complement of 
his transcendent charity, and tor an en- 
forcemont unto ours, he laid doaii his life 
for us all, as a common price to purchase 
remission of sins;* a general ransom to 
redeem the human creation from the cap- 
tivity of hell and ^vei^of corruption, into 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God ; 
dem^ishing by his pacific death all uarti- 
tion-walls, and laying open all enclosures 
of the divine fiivour ; reconciling (Tod to 
man, and combining man to himself by the 
fresh cement of hk preeioiu blood: so that 
nownotoidyasfeUow-creatures, but (which 
U exceedingly more) as partakers of the 
same c<immon redemption, as objects of 
the some mercy, as obliged in the some 
common debt, and as capable of the same 
eternal happiness, by new and firmer en- 
gagements we are botisvd to all mutual 
kindness and benevolence toward all. For, 
Distroy not, saith St. Paul (and by like 

t Siatt XI 19 c Aott n 9S; M*tt. >x %h 
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I reason I may say, harm not, vex not, he not 
unkind to) him, for whom Christ died,i 

Nay, further, we have the example of 
Almighty God himself directing, and by 
our Saviour's express admonition oldiging 
us to this universal boneficenoe, compas- 
sion, and patience towards all; who by 
express testimony of sacred writ, and by 
palpable signs of continual experience, de- 
clarcdi himself to bo a lover of mankind ; 
to be good to all, and tenderly merciful 
over all his works not to afflict willingly 
nor grieve the childwm of men ; to compas- 
sionate tlie miseries, and supply the needs, 
and relieve the distresses, to desire tho 
mhation, and to delight in the happiness 
of men : wJio with an indifferent, unlimit- 
ed uiuTitficencc dispenses his blessings, ex- 
tends his watchful providence, and imparts 
Ins loving care unto all; caitsmg his sun 
with comfortable beams to shine, and tho 
refreshing showers to descend, the earth 
to yield her pleasant firuits, the temperate 
seasons to recur, and all the elciiionts to 
minister succour, joy, and satisfaction, even 
to the most impious and ungrateful toward 
him:' wlio w'lth immense clemenc) and 
long-bufflsrance overlooks the sacrilegious 
ofFronts offered daily to his ni^osty, the 
outrageous violations of his laws, and thp 
contemptuous neglects of liis unexprossiblc 
goodnebs: who patiently waiib for the re- 
pentance, and incessantly solicits the recon- 
cilement, courts tlie amity, and in a manner 
begs the good-will of his most deadly ene- 
mus; whom he bath always in his hand, 
and can crubh to nothing at his pleasuri . 
For, We aie embassadors for CknU, as if 
God by us did entreat you* we beseech you 
in Christas hehdf be reconciled to God, 
sai<h St. Paul, 2 Cor. v« 20. 

Sinc(, therefore, upon account of natu- 
ral conbanguinity, of our best incJiiutionb, 
of common equity and gcxKTal advantag(\ 
and an implicit compact between men ; of 
securing our, and promoting otberb' virtue 
and piety; from the exhortations of bciip- 
turc mentioned, and many more tomling 
to the same purpose; from the example 
of the ancient Christians, the leaders and 
champions of our religion, of the ajxksth'b, 
the masters and patriarchs thereof, of oar 
blessed Redeemer, imd of Almighty (jod 
himself, wre arc obliged to this uniyeisal 
benevolence and beneficence toward all; 
no misapprehensions of judgment, no mis- 
carriages in practice, no ill dispositioxm of 
soul, no demerits in himself, no diseourte- 
meb toward us, ought wholly to alienate our 
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aifc^ctionfi irom, or to avert nb from doing 
good, or to incliiie us to rr'nder evi! for 
evil unto any person ; cs|)ecial1y consider- 
ing, tliat the omissions of others cannot 
excuse us from the performance of oar 
duty ; that no man is to be presumed in- 
corrigible, por (lihe the lapsed angels) con- 
clud<^ in desperate impemtence ; and that 
our loving and gentle demeanour toward 
them may be inbtrumental to their amend- 
ment, and the contrary may contribute to 
their progress and continuance in offences ; 
tiijit (Sod liath promised to us a reward of 
our patience, and hath reserved to them 
a season of judgme^ut and punishment, if 
they persist obstinate in their disorderly 
courses; that to avenge their trespasses 
belongs not to us, but to Almighty God, 
Viho is mon* nearl) eonoerned in, and more 
injui'cd by them, and is yet e<jnten1 to en- 
dure them, to jjrolong liieir lives, to con- 
tinue his benefits to tliem, and to expect j 
their converMon : that our differing from 
iheni ifr not to he attributed to ourselves, 
Imt wholly, or chiefly, to the goodness of 
(lod ; that we alwrays were, are, and shall 
If* liable to the errors, vices, and 

ini'-demeiUmurs: that, kf'tly, the faults and 
tulius of (*th«*rR, like the maims of bodj , 
(ijsltmpers of soul, or crosses of fortune 
(Ik iug their own greatest unhayipinebs), re- 
ciuire ratlior our pity than our hatred, to 
be c*ased by oiur help tiian aggravated by 
our unkimine«s, ’Tis loo scant, therefore, 
and uari*ow a chaidty, that is limited by 
torrespoiideuee of courtesy, or by the per- 
sonal jm*rits r>f others. We are bound to 
live peaeeabh with, that it>,to be innocent, 
Ik iiefieial, respeotfultoail, and to seek the 
reciprocal good-will, l(»ve anrl amity of all. 
But I hav(‘ iitbihled too long upon this pax- 
tieid.ir, concerning the object of tjiis dut}, 
and its extinsion. 

1 1 J . I proceed briefly to consider whence 
it corifts, that (as I before i»hw>rvcd was 
intimated in tlu^e words, // it be posfdble^ 
ue viueh as Iwth in you) tlumgh we do our 
and perform carefully the duties in- 
eumbtnt on us, though we hoar good-will, 
and do good of^ces, and yield due respectb, 
and abstain from all not only injurious, 
but rigoroiLs dealings towards all; though 
we revile none, nor censure harshly, nor 
prcMimptuoubly intermeddle with others’ 
atiairs; though we obey laws, and comply 
witlj received customs, and avoid all occa- 
sions of contention; though our tcinpers 
hv meek, our principles pi aeeabJo, and our 
i onverhations inoft* nsi\e, w e may }et pro\ e 
' uc (Vbslcbh in our ^ ndeav ours to live <*- 
abh , and ntay bo hated, luu'mcd, and dis- 


m 

quieted in our comwe of life. That il so 
liappens, we find by plain experience, and 
manifold example. For Moses^ the vmkest 
man upon earthy and commended beside 
by all circumstances of divine favour, and 
human worth, was yet often onvicMl, 
impugned, and molested by those, whom by 
all manner of benef ts he had most highly 
obhged. Aixd we find David® frequently 
complaining, that by those, whose good- 
will, by performing all offices of friendly 
kindness and brotherly affection, he had 
btiidioubly laboured to dcseive, whobc ma- 
ladies and calainitieb he had not only ten- 
derly commiserated, but had praved and 
bumbled his soul with fasting for their re- 
i'overy and deliverance from them, was jet 
recompensed by their treacherous devices 
I against his safely, by grievous reproachcb, 
and scornful insultings over him m his af- 
fliction ; as wc see atlargc in Psalms xxxv. 
and Ixix. And in Psalm cxx. he thus la^ 
mentahly bemoans his condition: Woe is 
mcy that 1 sojourn in Mesechy that I dwell 
in the tents of Kedar: My soul hath loitg 
duflt with Mm that hateth peace: 1 mi for 
fteace; hvJt when 1 speaky they are for lowr. 
And our blessed Savnnu* himself, though 
in the whole tenor of his life be demon- 
strated an incomparable meekness and 
sweetness of disposition, and exercised con- 
tinually all manner of kindness and benefi- 
( ence tow ardall men, was notwithstanding 
Joadod with all kinds of injuries and con- 
tumelies, w as bitterlv hated, ignominiously 
disgraced, and maliciously persecuted unto 
death. And the same lot befell his faith- 
ful disciples, that although their dcsim was 
benign and charitable, tlieir carriage blame < 
less and oldiging tow ard aB, they were yet 
pursued constantly botli by the outrageous 
clamours of the ]>cople, and cruel usages 
from those in eminent power . Now, thoui^ 
it seem strange and almost incredible, that 
^oy who are trulv friends to all, and ora 
ready to do to ail what good they^ can; 
who willingly displease none, but indus- 
triously strive to acquire (not with gloring 
shows of popularity, but by real expres- 
sions of kindness) the good-will and favour 
of all, should yet be maligned, or molested 
bj any; jet ^eing it so happens, if we 
inquire into the reason, we shall find this 
lufracle in morality to proceed (to omit tlie 
Ui^lect of tiic duties mentionod in our for- 
mer discourse) chiefly from the exceeding 
variety, difference, and contrariety ofmeu’^ 
dis]K)sitions, Joined with the movositY, apt- 
ness to mistake, envy, c»r unreasonable 
perM^ncueis of some’; winch ueotsaju’ily 
® /(c/erisl h 10 
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render the means of attaining all men’s and a dignity an<iwerah]e to his deserts, 
good-will insufficient, and the entkavotira And who, that loves his own welfare, can 
unsuccessful. For men seeing hy several possibly avoid such enmitieB as these ? But 
lights, relishing with diversdy disused the fatal rook, upon which peticoid>le de- 
palates, and measuring things by different signs are most inevitably split, and which 
st^dai^, we can hardly do or say any by no prudent steering our course con 
thing, which, if approved and applauded sometimes be evaded, is the uxureason- 
by some, will not be disliked ana blamed able perverseness of men’s pretences, who 
by othei^s; if it advance us in the opinion sometimes will upon no terms be Mends 
of some, will not as much depress us in the wi^ os, or cdlow us thedr good-vill, but 
judgment of otl^crs; so tliat in this irree upon condition of concurring with them 
concilcable diversity and inconsistoncy of in dishonest and unwarrantable practices ; 
men’s apprehensions, it is impossible not of omitting some duties, to which by the 
to displca&e many ; especially since some express oomniand of Ood^ or evident dic- 
men, either by their natural temper, or fhom tates of right reason, we are obliged, or 
the influence of some sour principles they performing some action repugnant to those 
hove imbibed, are so morose, rigid, and indispensable rules. But though peace 
self-willed ; so impatient of all contradiction with men is highly valuable, and poNsess- 
to, or discrepancy from, their sentiments, ing their good-wUl, in wortn not inferior 
that they cannot endure any to dissent in to any other indifferent accommodation of 
judgment, or vary in practice from them, life, yet are these nothing comparable to 
without incurring their heavy disdain and the favour of God, or the internal satisfac- 
censure. And, which makes the matter tion of conscience; nor, though wc were 
more desperate and remediless, such men assured thereby to gain the entire lo\o and 
commonly being least able either to manage favour of all men living, are wc to pur- 
their reason or to command their passion, chase them at so dear a rate, as with the 
as guided wholly by certidn blind impulses loss of those. We must not, to please or 
of femc^, or groundless prejudices of con- gratify men, commit any thing prohibited, 
ceit, or by a partial admiration of some or omit any thing enjoined bv (ifod, tlio 
men’s persons, examples, and authorities, least glimpse of whose fa\ ourable aspect is 
are usually most resolute and peremptory infinitely more to be prized, tlutn the most 
in their courses, and thence hanily callable intimate Mendship of the mightiest mo- 
of any change, mitigation, or amendment, narchs upon earth 5^ and the lea^t spark of 
Of which sort there being divers engaged whose indignation is more to be dreaded, 
in several ways, it is imposbible to please than the extreniest displeasure of the a hole 
some without disgusting the other; and world. In case of such competition, we 
difficult altogether to approach any of these must resolve with St. Paul, Do / yet ton- 
wasps without being stung or vexed by ciHate* God^ or do I emleamntr to soothe 
them. S<tme also ai*e so apt to misunder- niettf For if I yet soothed (or flatlored) 
stand men’s meanings, to nu’^construe their (so you know « «« signifies), I were not 
words, and to make ill descants upon, or the servant of ChrutJ^ Nor are wc, that w(‘ 
draw bad consequences from their actions, may satisfy any man’s pleasure, to conlra- 
that it is not possible to prevent their en- vene the dictates of reason (that subordi- 
tertaining ill-favoured prejudices a^nst nate guide of our actions), to do an) disho- 
even those that are heartily their friends, nourable or uncomely action, unwoflhy of 
and wish them the best. To others the a man, misbeseemiug our education, or in- 
good and prosperous estate of their neigh- ^ congruous to our station in human bociety, 
hour, that he fiourishes in wealth, power, so as to make ourselves worthily despicable 
or reputation, is ground sufficient of natred to the most by contenting some i nor are 
and enmity a^inst him : for so we see that we bound always to desert our own con- 
Cain hated his innocent brother Abel, be- siderable interest, or betray our just liberty, 
cause his broUier’s works were more righte- that we may avoid the enmity of such as 
ous, and his sacrifices better accepted than would violently or fraudulently encroach 
his own; that Joseph’s brethren were mor- upon them. Nor are we, in the adminis- 
tally offended at him, because his father tration of justice, di.stribution of rewards, 
especially loved and delighted in him ; that or arbitration of controversies, to respect 
Saul was enraged against David, because the particular favour of any, but the merits 
his gallant deeds were celebrated with due only of the cause, or the worth of the per- 
pr«wse'j and joyful acclamations of the peo- sons concerned. Nor are wc, by feeding 
pie; a«id that ihe Babylonian princes upon men’s distempered humours, or gratifying 
no otiner score maligned Daniel, but be- their abused fancies, to prejudice or no* 
'cause he enjoyed tlic favour of tin, king, • truOiu. ■ G*i 1. 10. 
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gleet their real good; to encour^ them 
in liad |>ra(*tices, to foment their irregular 
jiaasions, to applaud ihqir uiymt or imchaH 
ritable censures, or to pidf up their minds 
uith vain conceit by servile flattery: but 
rather, like faithful physioians, to admi- 
aister wholesome, though uiMavoury ad- 
vice; to reveal to them their mistakes, 
to check their intended progress in bad 
courses, to repove their mults seasonably, 
and when it may probably do them good, 
tliougb possibly thereby we may provoke 
their anger and procure their ill-will, and, 
as St. Paul saiin, become their enemies, 
for telling them tlm truth.® Nor are we 
ever explicitly to as^nent to fabteboods (so 
apprehended by us), to belie our con- 
sciences, or contradict our real judgments 
(though we may sometimes for peace sake 
prudently ctjuceal tliem;) nor to deny the 
triith our defence and patronage, when 
in order to some good purpose it needs 
and requires them, though thereby we may 
incur the dislike, and forfeit the good^'Will 
of K)me men. Nor are w^e by entertain- 
ing iUiy extraordinary friendship, intimate 
familiarity, or fri*qu<mt converse with per- 
sons notoriously lEnsolnte in their man- 
liers, disorderly in their behaviour, or er- 
roneous in weighty points of opinion, to 
countenance their misdemeanours, disho- 
nour our profession, render ourselves justly 
su'^pectetl, run the haxard of contu^on, or 
hinder their reformation* And especi^y 
we ai*e warily to decline the jiarticular afC- 
qiiaintance of men of contentious disposi- 
tions, mischievous principles, and factious 
designs; a hire keeping company with 
wimm looks like a conspiracy, an approv- 
ing or abetting tlu'ir proceedings ; the re- 
fusing any em^ourageiucmt, signifleation of 
esloem, or vuuchsaflng any peculiar respect 
to such, we ow< to the honour of virtue, 
which thej disgrace, to the love of truth, 
which they oppugn, to the peace of the 
world, which they disturb, and to the ge- 
neral good of mankind, which they im- 
peach. And so St. Paul warns us not to 
mingle or consort, not to tl%H or common ^ 
(ji-n fvvetwfAiyfve^atty Oud M ' vv>te4tuv^ withmon 
of a dissolute and disorderly conversation: 
and, to mark them wMch ceme $edkim$^ 
aTid Bcmdals^ contrary to 0iristian doc^ 
ttijiCy md to shm or dtcline them'^ 

««r* avTMv ) and to repudiate, deprccato the 
familiarity of heretics 
9rtt^eur%7^9iu,') And St. John forbids us to 
wieh joy^^ or to allow the ordinary respects 
of civil salutation to apostates and impos- 

• ( Jal. iv, 16. P 1 Cor. ^11 Rom. xtI, 17 ; 

Tit. ul. l(f. ' 3 John lU. 
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tors I lest (liy such demonstration of fa- 
v<mr) toe communicate with them ta tketr 
mcked works, N one of which precepts are 
mteiiAed to interdict to us, or to disoblige 
m from bearing real good-will, or dispen- 
sii^ needful benefits to any, but to deter 
us fi?om yielding any rignal countenance to 
vice and impiety; and to excite us to de- 
cide such cusliiU and detestation of those 
heinous enormities, as may confer to the 
reclaiming of these, and prevent the se- 
duction 01 others. So St. Paul expressly. 
But if anif mm oheyeth not our injunction 
by ejinstle^ do not consort with him^ that He 
may by shame he reclaimed Qw ) and, 

Account him not an enemy ^ hut adtinoukk 
him as a brother,* Nor ought, lastly, the 
love of peace, and desire of friendly cor- 
respondence with any men, avert us from 
an honest zeal (proportionable to our abi- 
lities and opportunities) of promoting the 
concernments of truth and goodness, though 
against powerful and dangerous 0|>posi- 
tion; 1 say an honest zeal, meaning there- 
by not that blind, heady p»ision, or inflam- 
mation of spirit, transporting men beyond 
the bounds of reason and discretion, upon 
some superfidally plausible pretences, to 
violent and irregnlw practices ; but a con- 
siderate and ste^y resolution of mind, ef- 
fectually animating a man by w'^arrantable 
and decent means vigorously to prosecute 
commendable designs; like that St. Jude 
mentions, of striving earnestly for the faUh 
onte delivered to the saints,^ Pur this zeal 
may be very consi.stent with, yea, greatly 
condueible to, the designs of peac^e. And 
'tis not a drew sitiess, a slack remi.«sness. a 
heartless diflidence, or a cowai'dly ilincli- 
ing from the face of danger and oppos»ition, 
we disoourso about, or plead for; but a 
wise and wary declining tlie occasions of 
needless and unpiofitable disturbance to 
ourselves and others. 

To conclude this point (wliich, if time 
would have permitted, I should have han- 
dled more fully and distinctly), tliough to 
preserve peace, and purchase the good- 
will of men, we may and ought to quit much 
of our private interest and satisfactiuu, yet 
ought we not to sacrifice to them what is 
not our own, nor committed absolutely io 
our disposal, and which in value incouipai- 
rably transcends them, the maintenance of 
truth, the advancement of justice, the prac- 
tice of virtue, the quiet of our cunsdence, 
the favour of Almighty God. And if* for 
being dutifhl to G(^, and faithful to our- 
selves in these particulars, any men will 
Itale, vex, and despite us; frustrate our 

• 3 ThSis. Ul 14, 15. 'JnSaX 
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de&ireA, and defeat our imrposes of Imi^ 
peaceably Mrith all men in tnis ^orld$ we 
may comfort ourselves in Bie enjoyttHmt of 
eternal peace and satisfaction of mind, in 
the assurance of the divine fkvour, in the 
hopes of eternal rest and tranquilRty in the 
world to come. 

Now briefly to induce us to tlie practice 
of this duty ^ living peaceably, we may 
consider: — 

1. How go^ and plMstmt a thing it u 
(as David saith) for brethren (and so we 
are all at least by nature) to live tt^ether 
in unity. ^ How that, as Solomon soith, beU 
ter is a dry morsel and qfdetness therewith^ 
than a house full of sacr^ces with strife.^ 
How delicious that conversation is, which 
is accompanied with a mutual confidcnco, 
freedom, courtesy, and complaifcance: how 
calm the mind, how composed the affec- 
tions, how serene the countenance, how 
melodious the voice, how sweet the sleep, 
how contentful the whole life is of him, that 
neither deviseth mischief against others, 
nor suspects any to be contrived against 
himself; and contrariwise, bow ingrateAil 
and loathsome a thing it is to abide in a 
state of enmity, wrath, dissension; having 
the thoughts distracted with solicitous care, 
anxious soimicion, envious regret ; the heart 
boiling with choler ; the face overclouded 
with dlsi^ontent, the ton^e jarring and 
out of tunc, the ears flUed with discordant 
noises of contradiction, clamour, and re- 
proach; the whole frame of body and soul 
distempered and disturbed with tlio worst 
of passions. How much more comfortable 
it is to walk in smooth and even paths, than 
to wander in rugged wa}B overgrown with 
briers, obstructed with rubs, and beset 
with snares; to sail steadily in a quiet, fhoji 
to be tossed in a tempestuous sea ; to be- 
hold the lovely face of heaven smiling with 
a cheerftd serenity, than to see it frown- 
ing with clouds, or raging with storms; to 
hear harmonious concents, than dissonant 
janglings $ to bee objects correspondent in 
graceful symmetry, than 1} ing disorderly Iti 
confiiSed heaps ; to be in heSlih, and have 
the natural humours consent in moderate 
temper, than (as it happens in diseases) 
amtatedw ith tumultuous commotions : how 
aB senses and faculties of man unanimously 
rejoice in l^se emblems of pcaco, order, 
harmony, and proportion ; yea, bow nature 
universally delights in a quiet stability, or 
uudisturbod progi*css of motion; the l^au- 
ty, strength, and vigour of every thing re- 
quires a concun‘ence of force, co-operation* 
and Contribution of help; all tilings thrive 
'"JtBeA cixvlil 1 * Frov t. 


and flourish by comxnunicatiag reciprocal 
I aid, and the world subsists by a friendly 
conspiracy of its parts and especially that 

I political society men chiefly aams at peace 

as its end, depends on it as its cause, relies 
I on it as its support. How much a peaceful 
state resembles heaven, into which neither 
mnplamt, pain, nor clamour* (»Avi 
tifri mptt as it is in the Apo- 

calypse) do ever enter ; but blessed souls 
converse together in perfect love, and in 
perpetual concord: and how a condition of 
enmity represents the state of boll, that 
black and dismal region of dark hatred, 
flery wrath, and horrible tumult. How like 
a paradise the world would be, flourishing 
in joy and rest, if men would cheerfully con- 
spire in aifection, and helpfully contribute 
to Gael) other's content : * and how like a 
savage wilderness now it is, when, like wild 
beasts, they vex and persecute, worry and 
devour each other. How not only pliilosophy 
hath placed the supreme pitch of happiness 
in a calmness of mind, and tranquiluty of 
life, void of care and trouble, of irregular 
passions and perturbations ; but that holy 
scripture itself, in that one term of peace ^ 
most usually comprehends all joy and con- 
tent, all felicity and prosperity; so that the 
heavenly consort of angels, when they agree 
most highly to bl< ss, and to wish the gt eat- 
est happiness to mankind, could not better 
express their sense, than by sajing, lie on 
earth wuce^ and good uill ammg men,^ 

2. That as notliing is more sweet and 
deliglitful, so nothing more <*omely and 
agreeable to human nature, than pcaa- 
able living, it being, as Solomon naith, an 
honour to a man to cea\e Jrom Urif aii<i 
consequently also a disgrace to him to 
continue therein : that rage and fury may 
bu the cxeellenciet of beasts, ami the ex- 
erting their natural animosity in strife and 
combat may become them ; but reason and 
discretion are the sin^nilar eminences of 
men, and the use of mese the most natu- 
ral and commendable method of deciding 
controversies among them: and that it 
extremely misbecomes them that ai*c en- 
dowed with those excellent faculties so to 
abuse them, as not to apprehend each 
other's meanings, but to ground vexatious 
quarrels upon the mistake of them; not 
to be alile by reasonable expedients to 
compound diimronces, but with mutual 
damage and inconvenience to prorogue and 
increase them; not to disoorn bow exceed- 

* Better » a dinner ot herbs where love ih, than a 
fta^ledoxaiid hatred tbeiv with.— Prov. XV 17 

* rtdf Clem ad Cor p. 27. Xc * Her. xxi. 

7 tuke U 14. >> rtov. z\ a 
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in^ly better it i« to bo helpfal and b^ne* 
ficial, than to be misohieTOus and troablo- 
some to one another. How pliably and 
tiDftkilfully they judge, that think by ut^ 
kind epeech and har^ dealing to allay 
men^s ^tempers, alter thdr opinions, or 
remove their prejudices ; as if th«^ should 
attempt to kill by ministering nourish^ 
ment, or to esctinguish a flame m pouris^ 
oil upon it. How chikUsh a it Is 
eagerly to contend about trifles, m the 
superiority in some impertinent contest, 
for the satisfaction of some petty humour, 
tor the possession of sogie inconsiderable 
to^; ^ea, how barbarous and brutish a 
thing it is, to be fleroe and impetuous in 
the pursuit of things that please ust snarl* 
iiig at, biting, and tearing all competitors 
of our game, or opposers of our under- 
taking. But hou divine and amiable, hfiw 
worthy of human nature, of civil breeding, 
of prudent consideration it Is, to restrain 
partial desires, to condescend to equal 
terms, to abate from rigorous pretences, 
to appease <libc<irds, and vanquish enmities 
h) i ourtchy and divoretion ; hko the best 
and viisost commanders, uho by skilful 
conduct, and patient attendance upon op- 
p<ir1unity, u itnout striking of stroke, or 
shedding fif blood, subdue their enoin;yi 
H. l-low that ]>oacc with its near alUauce 
and eoncoiniiants, its causes and effe(*ts, 
love, meekness, gentleness, and patience, 
ai‘e in satTcd virit reput^ the genuiuo 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, issues of divine 
grace, and ofFspnngs of heavenly wisdom ; • 
producing like themselves a goodly progeny 
of 1 ightc oils deeds. But uiat emulation, 
hatrc*tl, wi'&th, variance, and strife derive 
their es.tractiun from fleshly lust, hellish 
craft, or beastly folly; pro|>agatiug them- 
selves also intrt a likt ugly brood of wicked 
works. For h saitli bt, James , — If ye 
/utve bitter zeal and strife in yuvr hearts^ 
f^lorv Twt^ nor be deceived miruty:"^ This 
wisdom debt endeth not from tAove^ hut is 
earthly^ seubvutl^ and dueilish: Far where 
emulation and strife urc, there is iumaU^^ 
and every naughty thing :% but the wisdom 
that IS from ahove^ is frd ]xurt\ then peace* 
able^ gerale^ ohseqwms^l fall of mercy (or 
beneflcrace) and of good fruits, without par* 
tiahty and dmimuhtion * And the fmt of 
righteousness is sowed m peace to these that 
make peace ; And from whence are wars 
and quarrels among youf Are they not 
hence^ etjen from your lusts, that war in 
your membersi^ Likewise, He loveth tram* 

* Kaii nitTa rw dKtfitiat* 

t eoiiftuiion t 4>«uXBr srfcyfMB. 

I UirtmHt* 

*Gal b James hi 14 18; n I. 


^essum that loveth strife; and, A foeVs 
lips enter into eonlention, and his mouth 
cm^h for strobes, saith Solomon.^ That 
the most wicked miserable of creatures 
Is described by titles denoting enmity and 
discord the fuUer (Satan) the enemy (I *«- 
t(9f the accuser (I the 

sheerer (} hdfhXsg), the destroy (* 

the fbrions dragon, and misohiev* 
ously treacherous snake:*' and how sad it is 
to imitate him in his practices, to resemble 
him in his qualiflies. But that the best, 
most excellent, and most Ymppj of Beings 
delights to be styled, and accordmgly to 
express himself. The God irf love, mercy, 
am peace; and lus blessed to lie called 
and to be The Frmce of peace, the great 
Mediator^ iteconcHer, and Peace^makerf f 
who is also said from on high to have vi- 
sited us, to Woe light to them that sU in 
darkness, and in the shadow of death; rmd 
to guide our feet in the ways of peaee^ 
That, lastly, no devotion is pleasing, no 
oblation acceptable to Uod, cciijomed with 
hatred, or proceeding from an unrecon- 
ciled mind : for, If thou bring thy g^ to 
the uUar, apd there rememberOst t&t thy 
brother hath ought against thee ; leave there 
thy gtft before the attar, and go thy way; 
frst be reconciled to thy hrotner, and ihien 
come and offer ihy^ gifl^ saith our Saviour. 

1 close up all wi& tins corollary : that if 
we must live lovingly and peaceably with 
all men, then much more are we c^iged 
to do so with all Christians ; to whom by 
nearer and flrmer bands of holy allianee we 
are related ; by more precious communions 
iu faith and d^otion we are endeared ; by 
more peculiar and powerful obligations of 
divine commands, sacramental vows, and 
formal professions, we are engaged: our 
spiritual brethren, members of the same 
mystical body, temples of the same Holy 
Spirit, servants of ^ same Lord, sulijeiits 
01 the same Prince, professors of the same 
truth, partakers of the same h<^, heirs of 
the same promise, and candmates of the 
same everlasting happiness* 

Now Ahnigh^ God, the most goodmd 
ben^eat Maker, graewus Lord, and mer^ 
cifrU Preserver ofaU things, ia/kae into our 
hearts those heavenly graces of nuudmpis,, 
jmtience and benignity, grant us and Aw 
whole church, and all Aw creaison to serpo 
him quietly fwre, and in a bUs^fut mf to 


* Qui immuH in eoPlo bpllum, Iu pMnSiio tokuSm 
odium tutor primos Iratros — 
t X«w|u tS r'r/Wuwft {ASf 

f orjftvirm <rq* — ^Ong. i . Oslf. a p. Wt. 

*• Prov. XI tl. IS , xviii P. Matit.alitaSr-^4fr|i 
J Pet. V. 6 A murderer. a<diin vUU 44. *2 Cor. 

vw. II i PhlJIP iv a. I TheVM, v. aa? 2 Tafi4v.iU. 1C{ 
Ilth. \\u r LuJte i. 71*. » Moit. v. 24. 
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towham^ 

•with his bhued Soa^ the great MedkEtor 
md Pfiiwe of jcwoce, aod with hU hofy 
fit, the everjunmg spring of aU love, 
con^rt, aid peace, be aU honour, glory, 
andprmse. And, 

The peace of God, wMeh passeth aU m- 
derstaimiig, keep your hearts and minds in 
the hnmted^ love of God, cad of his 
Son Jems Vkrist our Lord; and the bless- 
tng of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 


SERMON XXXI.* 

THE DUTT ANP REWAUD OF BOUNTY TO 
THE POOH. 

Psalm cxiL 9. — lie hath dispersed. He 
hath given to the poor : ?tis righteousness 
endureth for ever, his horn shall he ex- 
alted with honour 

As this whole Psalm apj)ears to have a 
double intent ; one to describe the proper 
actiom» and affections of a truly religious 
or pious man (of a man who feareth the 
Lord, and delighteth greatly in his com- 
mandments ;/ the other to declare the haj>- 
piness of such a man's state, consequent 
upon those his affections and actions, whe- 
ther in way of natural result, or of ^acious 
recompense trom God: so doth ti^ verse 
particularly contain both a good part of a 
pious man's character, and some consi- 
derable instances of his felicity. The first 
words (He hath dispersed, he hath given to 
the poor) express part of his character; 
the latter {his righteousness endureth far 
ever, his horn shall be exalted with honour) 
assign instances of his felicity. So tliat 
our text hath two parts, one affording us 
good information concerning our duty, the 
other yielding great encouragement to the 
performance thereof; for we are obliged 
to follow the pious man's practice, and so 
doin^ we shall assuredly partake of Ins 
condition. These parts we shall in order 
prosecute, endeavouring (by God’s assist- 
ance) somciivhat to illustrate Uie words 
themselvt's, to confirm the truths couched 
in them, and to inculcate the duties which 
they imply. 

For the first part, Be hath dispersed, 
he hath given to the poor; these words in 
general do import the liberal bounty and 
mercy which a pious mgn is wont to ex- 
orcise; doing which doth in gc'od part con- 

*1* Scvmon wa9 pretushtd at the Spital, upon 
Weaiu^sday in£ast«L-wuk a u.lSTl, 

“ \ epke 1 


stitttte him pious, and signally declareth 
him such: is a necessary ingredient of 
his piety, and a conspicuous mark thereof. 
But particularly they insinuate some things 
concerning the nature, the matter, the 
manner, and the object of those acts. 

He hath dispersed, he hath given. Those 
words being put indefinitely, or without 
determining what is dispersed and given 
by him, ma;^ be supposed to imply a kind 
of universality in tlio matter of ms benefi- 
cence ; that he bestoweth whatever he hath 
within compass of^bis possession, or his 
power ; his ra vvea^x^vra, (the things which 
he hath), and his *ret (the things 

which he may), according to the p^e^cri^)- 
tions of our Lord in the Gospel.'* Every 
thing, 1 say, wdiich be hath in substance, 
or can do by liis endeavour, that may con- 
duce to the support of the life, or the 
health, or the welfare in any kind of his 
neighbour, to the succour or relief of his 
lu^goncy, to the removal or easement of 
Ills affliction, he may well here l>e under- 
stood to disperse and give. Feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the 
sick, entertaining the stranger, ransom- 
ing the captive, easing the oppressed, Ci»ro- 
forting the sorrowfiil, assisting the weak, 
instructing or advising the igiioraut, toge- 
ther with all such kinds or instances oi' be- 
neficence, may be conceived cither meant 
directly as the matter of the good man’s 
dispersing and giving, or by just analogy 
of reason reducible thereto: substautial 
alms, as the most sensible and ob\i(Kii> 
matter of bounty, was (,it is probable ) cs- 
peciaOy intended, but thence no manner 
of expressing it is to be excluded ; for the 
same reasons which oblige us, the same 
affections which dispose us to b(*stow our 
money, or deal our broad, will equally 
bind and move us to contribute our en- 
deavour and advice, for the sustenance and 
comfoi*t of our pt»or neighbour. Answer- 
ably our discourse will more expressly 
regard the principal matter, liberal coiu- 
miuiLcation of our goods; but it lua} bo 
referred to Al sorts of beneficence. 

Further, the word dispersed intiinutoth 
the nature of his bount^, in exclusion of 
practices different from it. lie cUsperseth, 
and is therefore not tenacious, dutli not 
hoard up his goods, or keep them close to 
himself, for the gratifying his covetous 
humour, or nourishing his pride, or pam- 
pering his sensuality; but sendeth them 
abroad for the use and benefit of others. 
He dUperseth his goods, and therefore 
doth not fiing them away altogether, us 
i* Luke xii. 33: u, 41. 
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if he were angry with them^ or weary of 
them, aa if he loathed or despised them ; 
hut fairly and softly with j^od ooxuiderar 
ti(m he disposeth of them here and there, 
as reason and need do require. He dis* 
ptrseth them to tf^e poor^ not dissipateth 
thorn among vain or lewd persons iu wan- 
ton or wicked proiusions, in riotoxis ex- 
cesses, in idle dlvertiscments, in expensive 
curiosities, in hazardous gamings, in any 
such courses which swallow whole all that 
a man hatli, or do so cripple him, that he 
becomes unable to dh-perse any thing: our 
good man is to bo understood wisely pro- 
vident, honestly industrious, and soberly 
frugal, that lu* may have wherewith to be 
just first, and then liberal/ 

Hib dUperdnfr^»o (or scatterings'^ so the 
Hebrew word here used is otherwhere 
rendered : There is, saith the Wise Man, 
that scatterefh, and yet mcreaseth where 
we may remark, that this word singly by 
itself, without any adjunct matter to Umit 
or interpret it, is used to signify tliis kind 
of jiractice. This his dispersing ^ i say, 
aho) denotes the extent of the pious man’s 
bounty, that it is \ery large and ditfusive, 
and in a mnneer unrestrained ; tliat it 
rt'aclieth to many places, ajxd is withheld 
from no persons witliin the verge of his 
power and opportunity to do good. This 
practice commonly by a like j)hra6e (unto 
which perhajis this word refers) is termed 
s(twing: lie (saith Si. Paul) which soweih 
sparingly shdf also reap sparingly ; and Ac 
which mreth bovntifnlly shall also reap 
bountifully. Nt)w% he that aoweth, having 
chosen a g(»od soil, and a fit season, doth 
not regardont particular spot , but throu etli 
all at>out so much as his hand can hold, so 
far as tlie strength of his arm doth carry. 
It is likewise called vHXtering: (lie that 
wutereths saith Solomon, shall be watered 
himself:* ) wliieh cxpiession also seemethto 
import a plentiful and promiscuous oifu- 
sion of good, dropping in showers upon dry 
and parchc'd places ; that is, upon jiersons 
ilry for w'ant, or parched with atniction. 
So the good man doth not jflant his bounty 
in one small hole, or spout it on one nar- 
row spot, hut with an ojkmi hand dissemi- 
nates it, with an imi>artml regard distils 
it all about. He stints it not to his own 
family or relati<»ns ; to his neighbours, or 
friends, or liem'fiw^tors ; to those of his ow n 
sc'ct and opinion, or of bis huihour and dis- 
}»ositioQ; to such as serve him, or oblige 
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him, or please him ; whom some wivate 
interest ties, or some particular anbcUon 
endears him to ; but scatters it indifierently 
and unconfineddy toward all men that need 
it; toward mere strangers, yea, toward 
known enemies ; toward such who never did 
him any good, nor can ever be able to do 
any ; yea, even toward them who have done 
evil to him, and may be presumed ready to 
do more.f Notliing in his neighbour hut 
absence of need, notliing in himself but 
defect of ability, doth curb or limit his be- 
neficence. In that (that proclivity 

and prom]>titude of mind) which St. Paid 
speaketh of, he doth go<Ml every where: 
wherever a man is, there is room for his 
wishing well, and doing good, if he can ; 
he observes that rule of the Apostle, As 
we have opportunity^ let as do good unto all 
So the pious man hath di^ijtersed. 
It follows. 

He hath given to the pour. These words 
denote the freeness of bis bounty, and de- 
termine the print'ipal object thereof; ho 
not only Icndcth (though he also doth that 
upon reasonable occasion ; for, A good man 
("as it is said before in tliis Psalm) showeth 
mercy, and lendeth ;* and otherwhere. The 
righteous is ever merciful; ami lendeth / he, 
1 say, not only sometimes willingly lendeth) 
to those who in time may repav, or requite 
him ; but he freely giveth to ific poor, that 
is, to those from whom he can expect no 
retribution back. He doth not (as good 
and pious, he doth not) present the rich : X 
to do so is but a eleani} way of begging, 
or a subtile kind of lra<le; it is hardly 
courtesy ; it is surely no bounty ; for such 
persons (if tlic} ar*‘ not very sonl5*l or very 
careless, and such men are not usually inmdi 
troubled with presents) will, it is likely, 
overdo him, or at least will be even with 
him in kindness. In doing this, there is 
little virtue ; for it there will be small re- 
ward. For, if you do good to them who 
do good to you (or whom jou conceive able 
and disposed to requite >ou,) 
what thanks are due to you? For that 
(saith oui* Saviour) even shiners (even ttwn 
notoriously bad) do the same: Aud if you 
lend to them from whom you hope to receive^ 
what thunks hare you f Fur sinners enm 
lend to shttwrs^ to receire f.? much again.' 
All men commonly, the bud ni» It ©a Iha'i 
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the good, are apt to be superfluously kind 
ill heapijng favours on those whom fortune 
befriends, and whose condition reqtdres 
not their courtesy; every one almost ts 
ready to adopt himself into the kindred, 
or to screw lumsolf into the friendsliip of 
the wealthy and prosperous:* but where 
kindred is of use, there it is seldom found ; 
it is commonly so deaf, as not to hear when 
it IS called; so blind, as not to discern its 
proper object and natural season phe time 
of ad^sUy^ for wMch a brother is bomJ) 
Men disclaim alliance with the needy, and 
shun his acquaintanee ; so the Wise Man 
observed, Ail the brethren of the poor do 
hate him ; how muck more do his friends 
go far from him f ^ Thus it is in vulgar 
practice: but the pious man is more judi- 
cious, more just, and more generous, in 
the placing of his favours ; he is courteous 
lo purpose, he is good to those who need.f 
He, as such, doth not make large enter- 
tauiments for his friends^ his brethren^ his 
kindred^ his rich neighbours ; but observes 
that precept of our Lord, When thou mdhest 
a frosty call the poor^ the mairnedy the lamcy 
tkeblindy and thou shalt he blessed; Jbrthey 
cannot recompense thee; thou shaU be re^ 
compensed at the resurrection of the just^ 
Thus the pious man giveth, that is, with a 
free heart and pure intention bestoweth his 
goods on the indigent, without designing 
any benefit, or hoping for any requital to 
himself; except from God, in conscience, 
re&pcct, and love to whom he doelli it. 

It may be also material to observe the 
form of speech hero used in reference to 
the time: Ife hath disperstdy and he hath 
given, or, He doth dispersey he doth give 
(for in the Hebrew language tlic past and 
present times are not distinguished .) which 
manner of speaking may seem to intimate 
the reality j or tlie certainty, and the con- 
stancy of m& practice in this kind ; for what 
is past or present, we are infallibly secure 
of ; and in morals, what one is said to have 
done, or lo do, is always understood a * 
cording to habit or custom* It is not, He 
unit dtsperscy he mU give; that were no fit 
description of a good man ; to pretend 
to, would be no argument of piety; those 
words might import uncertainty, and delay 
in his practice* He that saiib, I will give, 
may be fallacious in his professions, may be 
inconustent with his resolutions, may wil- 
fully or negligently let slip the due season 
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I of performing it. Our good man is not a 
I Hostmy or WilUgive (like that king of Ma- 
cedon, who got that name from often sig- 
nifying an intention of giving, but never 
giving in effect ;%) he not only purposes 
well, and promises fairly for the future, 
but he hath effectually done it, and perse- 
veres doing it upon every fit occasion^ He 
puts not neighbour into tedious expec- 
tations, nor putM him off with frivolous 
excuses, saying to him (as it is in the Pro- 
verbs) Goy and come againy and to-^morrow 
I Will when he hath it by him : he 

bids him not have patience, or says unto 
him, Depart in peatey^ when bis need is 
urgent, and hh pain impatient, when hun- 
ger or cold do then pinch him, wlicn sick- 
ness incessantly vexeth him, when present 
straits and burdens oppress him ; but he 
aifordeth a ready, quick, and seasonable 
relief. 

He hath diipeisedy and given y while lie 
lives, not reserving the disposal of all at 
once upon his death, or by his last will ; 
that unwilling will, whereby men Mould 
seem to ^ve somewhat, wlien they can keep 
nothing ; drawing to Ihcmseh es those coni- 
mendations and tiianks, which aie only due 
to their mortality ; whenas were they un- 
mortal, they would never be liberal : No ; 
it is, he hath freely dispersed; not an in- 
evit^le necessity will extort it from him : 
it cannot be said of him, that he ne^er 
dcies well, but when he dies ; || so he hath 
done it really and surely. 

He also doth it constantly, through all 
the coarse of his life, whenever good op- 
portimity presents itself. He doth it not 
by fits, or by accident, according to un- 
stable causes or circumstances moving him 
(when bodily temper or humour mcluieth 
him, when a sad object makes vehement 
impression on him, when shame obligeth 
him to comply with the practice of othm, 
when he may thereby promote some desto, 
or procure some glory to himself), but his 
practice is constant and imifomi, being 
drawn fi[*om steady principles, and guided 
by certain rules, proceeding firom reve- 
rence to God, and good-will toward man, 
following the clear dictates and immutable 
laws of conscience. Thus hath the pious 
man dispersedy and given to the poor : and 
let thus much sofScefor explicatory refiec- 
tion upon the first words^ 

The main drift and purport of which is, 
to represent the liberal exercr)ii^ of bounty 
and mercy to be the necessary duty, tlie 
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ordinary practice, and the proper charac- 
ter of a truly pious man ; so th^ perform- 
ing such acts is a good sign of true piety; 
and omitting them is a oortain argument 
of utigodiinesa. For the demonstration of 
\vhich points, and for exciting ns to a prac- 
tice answerahle, I shall propound several 
considerations, whereby the plain reason- 
ableness, the g^at weight, the high worth 
and excellency of this ciuty, together with 
its strict coimeotion with other principal 
duties of piety, will appear. And first, 1 
will show with what advantage the holy 
scripture represents it to us, or presses it 
upon us. 

Hea^ of Dweottrsr.— 1 . We may con- 
sider, that there is no sort of duties u hich 
(vod liath more expressly commanded, or 
more earnestly inculcated, than these of 
bounty and mercy toward our brethren ; | 
whence evidently the groat moment of | 
them, and their high value in God's esteem, j 
may be inferred. Even in the ancient law, | 
wc may observe very careful provisions 
made for engaging men to works of this 
kind, and the jH^rformanoe of them is with 
huge life and urgency prescribed: Thoa 
shalt not hifrdea thy hearty nor nkut thine 
hmd from thy /mor brother. ^Thm shalt 
oprn thy hand mde unto thy brother^ mto 
thy pttor^ rmd to thy needy in the hmd.^ So 
did Moses, in God’s name, with language 
very si^rnificant and emphatical, enjoin lo 
the children of Israel. The holy prophets 
also do commonly with an especial beat 
and vigour press these duties, most smartly 
reprov ing the transgression or neglect of 
them; especially w hern they reclaim men 
iVoni their wicked courses, urging them 
seriously lo return unto God and g<jodness, 
they propose this practice as a singular in- 
stance most expressive of their conversion, 
most apt to appease (rod's wrath, most ef- 
fectual to the recovery of his favour. 
you, sailh God iu Isaiah, make you elmn; 
put away the evU of your doings from before 
mine eyes ; cease to do evil^ learn to do 
8o in general he exhorts to repentance: 
then immediately he subjoins these choice 
instances thereof. Seek judgment^ relieve 
the oppressed^ judf^e the fatherless^ plead 
for the widoic, — Come note, then he adds, 
let us reason together: though your sins be 
as scarlet they skull be as white as 
though they he red like nimson, they shall 
he tis When Daniel would prescribe 

lo king Nebuehadnexxar the best way of 
amendment, and the surest means of avtTt- ; 
iiig God's judgments iuipend< nt on him, j 
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he thus 8|ieaks ; Wherefore^ O ting, let my 
counsel be acceptable unto thee; brenh off 
thy mm by rigMeousness^ and thy immmes 
by showing mercy to the poirr.^* Tliis ho 
culled out as of all pious acts chiefly grate- 
M to God, and clearly testifying repent- 
ance ; and, so veryimwus a person voasdbm 
able to justify, says the Father thereupon.t 
So also, when God himself would declare 
what those acts are which render peniten- 
tial devotions most agreeable to mm, and 
most effectual, he thus expresseth his mind : 
Is not this the fast which I have chosen f 
To hose the bands of wickedness, to undo 
the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go 
free., and that ye break every yokef Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry, mid that 
Hum bring the poor that are cast out to 
thine Houses whmi thou seest the naked, that 
thou cover him ; and that thou hide not thy» 
^If from thine own flesh f • Of so great 
consideration and moment was this sort of 
duties, even under tliat old dispensation 
of wetness, servility, and fear; so much 
tenderness of compassion irndbenignify did 
God exact oven firom tl^ hard-hearted 
and worldly people, who w'ere so little 
capable of the* best rules, and had encou- 
ragements, in comparison, so mean toward 
performances (»f this nature. Tlie same we 
may well conceive, under the more p(Tfi»et 
discipline of universal amit} , of ingenuity, 
of spiritual grace and goodness, in a higher 
strain, with more force and greater obli- 
gation to be imjioscd on us, who hav*' so 
much stronger engagements, and immense- 
ly greater encouragements to them. And 
so mdei'd it is: for those precepts delivered 
by our Lord, Sell all tltat you hare^ and 
give alms; Tf thou mlt he perfect, sell all 
that thou hast, and give to the poor , (rive 
to every man that uSieth thee; Treasure mt 
up to yoursdees treasures Ufton the eofth,^ 
do indeed sound high, but arc not so iuMg- 
nificant or impertinent. They cannot sig- 
nify or design less, than that we should W 
always, in afleotion and disposition of mind, 
ready to part with any thu^i: wc have for 
the succour of our poor brethren ; that 
the utmost of our ability (acoordiug to 
moral estimation prudently rated) upon all 
occasions we should rcwly express that 
disposition in our practice; that wo ai'Vj 
exceedingly obliged to the continual exer- 
cise of those duties in a very eminent de- 
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gref . The% inde<^d were the duties wlilch 
our Lord, as he did firequently in bis dis- 
course commend and prescribe, so he did 
most ugpaally exemplify in his practice; 
his whole life bein^ m eiTect but one conti- 
nual act of most liberal bounty and mercy 
toward mankind; in charity to whom he 
outdid his own severest rules, being con- 
tent never to possess any wealth, never to 
enjoy any ease in this world. And therein 
(both as to doctrine and practice) did the 
holy apostles closely follow their Master: 
As yet enriching memyt as having 
nothing^ yet possessing all things.^ So they 
throughly in deeds practised these duties, 
which in words tliey taught and earnestly 
pressed ; admonishing their converts to du- 
tribute to the necessities of the saints^ to do 
good to all men; to do good^ and to com- 
municate; not to forget; to show merry mth 
cheerfulness^ to put on bowels of mercy; to 
he kind and tender-hearted one toward an- 
other; to abound in the grace of liberalUy,'* 
Such are their directions and injunctions 
to all Christian people ; so did they preach 
themselves, and so they enjoined others to 
preach. Charge the rich in this worlds 
(saith St, Paul to his scholai* Timothy) that 
they do good^ that they be rich in good works ^ 
ready to distribute ^willing to cammumeate 
and, These things (saith he likewise, advi- 
sing Bishop Titus), I mil that flam affirm 
constantly^ that they which believe in God 
may be cartful to maintain good works 
what good works he mcaneth, the ieaM}n 
adjoined doth shew ; For thtse things (saith 
he) are good and projitable unto menJ^ 

2. It is indeed observable, that as in 
every kind that which is most excellent 
doth commonly assiuno to itself the name 
of the whole Icmd ; so among the parts of 
righteousness (which word is used to com- 
prehend all virtue and goodness) this of 
exercising bounty and mercy is peculiarly 
called righteosaness s so that righteousness 
and mercifulHess (or abns-deeds)^ the right- 
eous and bountiful person, are in scripture 
expression ordinanly confounded, as it 
were, or undistinguishably put one for the 
other; it being often, when commenda- 
tions are given to righteousness, and re- 
wards promised to ri^teous persons, hard 
to discern, whether the general observance 
of God*s law, or the special practice of 
those duties, ore concerned in them. Like- 
wise works of this nature are in way of 
peculiar cxcoDency termed good loorks; 
And to perform them is usmdly styled, to 
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do goodly and to do wdl ; (dynth l^yetfi^Seu, 

are words applied to this jmr- 
pose;) which manners of expression do 
argue the eminent dignity of these perfor- 
mances, 

3, We may also consequently mark, that 
in those places of scripture whero the^viue 
law is abridged, and religion summed up 
into a few particulars of main importance, 
these duties constantly make a part*, so 
when the prophet Micah briefly reckons up 
those things which are host in the law, and 
chiefly required by God, the whole cata- 
logue of them consisting but of three par- 
ticulars, mercy comes in for one ; I/e that 
showed thee^ O man ( saitli he) , what is good: 
and what doth the Lord require of thee ^ but 
to di) jmtiy^ and to love mercy ^ cmd to walk 
humbly uM thy Godr* Likewise of those 
(jSsfi/Vi^ft *riiu those) more substantul 
and weighty things of Gods Zoto, the ne- 
glect of which our Saviour objecteth as an 
argument of impic*ty, and a cause of wo, 
to those pretenmng zealots, this is oi e : 
Wo unto you, Scribes and Phartsees^ hy- 
pocrites ; for ye pay tithe of mint raid <uw- 
min^ and have omitted the weigUiet matters 
of the /««?, judgment^ mercy ^ and faith, ^ 
The sum of St, John the Baptist’n lubtruo- 
tion of the people is by St. Luke reduced 
to this point : 2 ne people asked him^ sayings 
What shall we dof He answering saith 
unto them, lie that hath two coats ^ let hm 
impart to him that hath none ; and he that 
hath meat^ let him do likewise,^ St, James's 
system of religion is this : Pure and unde- 
fled religion before God and the Father is 
this; to viut the fatherless and widow in 
their affliction (that in, to comfort and re- 
lievo all distressed and helpless persons), 
and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world,* St. Paul seems to be yet more 
compendious and close : Bear ye (saitli he) 
one another's burdens^ and so fulfil the lam 
of Christ,^ Yea, God liimseff compribeth 
»alj the substantial part of religion hert'in, 
when, comparing it with the circumstan- 
tial part, he saith, 1 wiU have mercy ^ and 
fwt saerifice.* 

4, It IB in like manner considerable, that 
in the general descriptions of pietjf and 
goodness, the practice of theso duties is 
•mecifled as a grand ingredient of them. 
In this Psalm, where such a description is 
intended, it is ahnost tlie only particular 
instance ; and it is not only mentioned, but 
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reiterated in diirers forms of expression* In 
the 37th Psalm it is aiRimed and repeated, 
that the righteous showeth merc^s heshmet^t 
vtercy^ tmd giveth ; he tkuweih veered ^ and 
lendethJ In the Proverbs it is a commen- 
dation of the virtuous woman, whose price 
is far above rubies^ that she streieftstk out 
her hand to the poor^ yea^ streteheth forth 
hath her hands to the needy,* And in £ae- 
kiel (which is especiallv remarkable), the 
IHtli chapter, where me principal things 
constituting a pious man are more than 
oncQ professedly enumerated, this among 
a very few other particulars is expressed, 
and taketh up much room in the account; 
of Huch a person fwho shail surely Hve^ and 
not die^ that is, who certainly sluiU idiide 
in GoiFs fiivour, and enjoy the happy con- 
se<}uences thereof) it is supposed, that be 
neither hath oppressed any^ nor hath mitk^ 
holden the pledge^ nor hath sinnled by vio* 
lence ; hut hath given kh bread to the hungry^ 
and hath coeered the naked withagannent^ 
and hath taken off hh hand from the poor,^ 
5. Abo in Ihe particular histories of good 
men, this sort of jiractieo is specially taken 
notice of, and expressed in their characters. 
In the story of our father Ahraham, his 
benignity to strangers, and hospitabJeness^ 
is remarkable among all his det^ of good- 
ness*, being propimnded to iu» as a pattonn 
and eiieouriigeinent to the like prattice.* 
In this the cnnseience of Job did solace it- 
self, as in a soli I assnraiieo of his intcCTity*; 
/ delivered the poor that tried ^ and the fa- 
ihrles^^ and him t/uit had none to kelp him. 
The bussing ff him that ms ready to perish 
came ujwn wie, and I Cfmsed toe widow's 
heart to sing, 1 was eyes to the hlind^ and 
feet I was to the lame ; I mis a father to the 
poor, J)id not I weep for him that um in 
trouble* Was not nty soul grieved for the 
poori^ Hence also did the good publican 
recommend himself to tlie favour and ap- 
probation of our Saviour, saying, 

Lord,, half of my goods I glee to the poor : 
licnce iMdsaivafum come to Jiis house : henoc 
he Is proclaimed, a son of Abraham,^ (>f 
Dorcfis, that good woman, who was so gra- 
Clous and precious aniong the disciples, 
this is tlic commendation and character ; 
Hhe teas full of good wofks and almstioeds,, 
which she did;^ such practice made her 
callable of that favour, so great and ex- 
traordinary, the being restored to life ; at 
least in St. Chrysostom’s judgment: The 
force of her alms fsaith he) did canquei' the 
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tyranny of death,* Cornelius alto, ox- 
ceUent person, who was, though a Gestik, 
so acceptable to God, and lutd so extra- 
ordinary graces conferred on him, i« thtta 
reiiresented : Hewasadmadimn^^andane 
that feared God ^ with all Ms house g who 
gave much alms to the people^ and prayed 
to God aluHty,^ We may add, that to be 
hospitable (one branch of these duties, and 
inferring the rest) ^ reckoned a cjualifica- 
tion of those who are to be the guides and 
patterns of goodness unto others.*^ And 
IMurticularlv, one fit to he promoted to a 
widow’s onice in the church is thus de- 
scribed: Well reported of for good works ; 
if she have brought up children ; if she have 
lodged strangers; tf she have washed the 
saints^ feet ; if she have relieved the afftkted; 
if she have mligently followed eeery good 
work,* * 

6. So near to the heart of )uety doth the 
hol^ Scripture lay the practice of these 
duties: and no wonder; fi>r it often ex- 
pressly declares charity to he the fulfil- 
ling of God’s law, as the best expression of 
all our duty toward God, of faith in him, 
love and reverence of him, and as either 
formally containing, ornaturally producing 
all our duty toward our neighbour.^ And 
of charity, works of bounty and mercy are 
both the chief instances and the plainest 
signs; for whereas all charity doth consist 
either in mental desire, or in verbal signi- 
fication, or in efiectuai performance of good 
to our neighbour; this last is the end, the 
completion, and tlie a4)Surance of the rest. 
Good-will is indeed the root of charity;! 
but that lies under ground, and out of 
d^ht; nor ean we conclude its being or 
iiie without visible fruits of liencficcncc. 
(jhiud words are at best but fiur leaves 
thereof, such as may, and too often do, 
proceed from a weak and barren disposi- 
tion of mind. But these good works are 
real fruUs^ (so St. Paul (jails them: Let 
ours also^ saith he, learn to maintain good 
works for necessary uses^ that they be not 
unjruitfid^'^ } which declare a true me, and 
a good strength of charity in the bearer of 
them; by them rns aytlvnh the 

sincerity (or genuineness) of our charity is 
proved,^ For as no man ever d<ith impress 
a false stamp on tlie finest meta] ; so costly 
chaiity is seldom isiunterfeit. It is to de- 
elme spending their goods or their pains, 

• *H r*f iXiiuMriSvr. iunttuf iMPHft rw 

na«.— ihrj,, miiPn Or»t fi». 
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thftt men for^e and feign; pretending to 
make up in wishing well, ihe defect of do- 
ing so, and paying words instead of things: 
but he that freely imparts what he hath, 
or can do for his neighbour's good, needs 
no other argument to evince liat he loves 
in good earnest, nor con indeed well use 
any other: for words, if actions are want- 
ing, seem abusive $ and if actions are pre. 
sent, they are superfluous. Wherefore 
John thus advises: My little children^ let 
vs not love in vxjrd or in tongue («xx' 
but in W07 k and in trvih,* To love in voork^ 
and to love in truths he signifies to be the 
same thing; and to pretend love in speech, 
without practising it in deed, he implies 
not alkmabJe. And St. James in way of 
comparison sa\s, that as faith \(itliout works 
is dead, so love without beneficence is use- 
less. For, If a brotlker^ mter he naked ^ 
and deMvte of daily food^ and one of you 
say unto him^ Depart inpeace^ be you wann- 
ed and filled^ notudfkstanding ye give them 
not those things which are needful to the 
body^ what doth ft profit? Even so faith 
ntthout works ts dead.* Cold wishes of 
good, w orking no real benefit to our neigh- 
bour, and a faint assent unto truth, pro- 
ducing no constant obedience to God, are 
things near of kin, and of like value ; both 
of little worth or use. Charity, then, be- 
ing the main point of religion, mercy and 
bouiit} being tne chief parts of charity, well 
may these duties be placed in so high a 
rank, according to the divine heraldry of 
scripture. 

7. To enforce which obser\ationB, and 
that wc may he further certified about the 
w eight and worth of these dutit*8, we may 
oousidci*, that to the observance of them 
most ample and excellent rewards are as- 
signed ; that, in return for what we bestow 
on ogr poor brethren, God hath promised 
all sorts of the best mercicH and blessings 
to UB. The best of all good things (that 
which in David’s oidnion was better tlirn 
life list If) » the fountain of all blessings 
(God’s love and favour, or mercy), is pro- 
cured thereby, or is annexed to it." For, 
Gini ioveth a cheerful giver^ saith St. 
Paul ; fittid, The merciful s^U obtain mercy ^ 
saith our Saviour; and, Mercy rejoicefh 
Ggamst jvdgnient^^ (or boastetb, and tri- 
umpheth o\ er it ; « MTAx$t,vxk*rei xpinvi ; 
that is, it appcasctli God’s wrath, and pn- 
tenls our condemnation and punishment), 
faith St. Janifs; (lod will not continue 
dj'-phased with him, nor will withhold his 
mercy f’oiH liim, who is kind and merciful 

* l Jului hi 1“ * Jsmes li. 10 16, 17 " r*ftl 

Ua 3 ' i C or IX 7 , Matt, v. J $ James li. 13 


to hi$ neighbour.* It is true, if rightly 
understood, what the Hebrew Wise Man 
saith, Wider will yuench afikxmif^fire^ and 
alms maketh an atonement for sins,* For 
this practice hath the nature and name of 
a sacrifice, and is declared as such both in 
excellency and efficacy to surpass all other 
sacrificos; to be most acceptable to God, 
most available for expiation of guilt, most 
oflectual in obtaining mercy and favour. 
Other sacrifices performed in obedience to 
Gud'b appointment (on virtue of our Lord’s 
perfect ol>edience, and with regard to his 
pure sacrifice of himself), did in their way 
propitiate God, and a;tonc sin: but this 
hath an intrinsic worth, and a natural ap- 
titude to those purposes. Other obligations 
did signify a willingness to render a due 
homage to God: this really and imme- 
diately performs it. They w ( re shadows 
or images well resembling that duty (jiart- 
ing wiSi any thing we have for the sake 
of God, and for purchabiug his favour), 
whereof this is the body and subbiancc. 
This is therefore preferred, as in itself 
excelling the rest, and more estimable in 
God’s sight ; so that in comparison or com- 
petition therewith, the other seem to bo 
slighted and rejected. I will (saith God) 
have mercy ^ and nut sofrijae.^ and, Will 
the Lord be pleased tmth thousands of rams,, 
or with ten thousands of rivers if oil?* 
Will he? that is, he will nut be pleased 
with such sacrifices, if they be abstracted 
from the more delightful sacrifices of boun- 
ty and mercy. God never made an excep- 
tion against these, or derogated from them 
in any case : they absolutdj and perpetu- 
ally are, as St. Paul speaketh, odours of a 
sweet sfnell^ seurifices aeeeptaile and well* 
pleasing to God,'^ And the apostle to the 
Hebrews seconds him: To do good (saith 
he) and to communicate^ forget not : for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased,** 
By these, ail other works and all enjoy- 
ments are sanctified : for, Give alms (saith 
our Lord) of what ye have; and behold^ 
all things are pure unto you,’^ Such cha- 
ritable persons are tlierefore fri’qucntly 
pronounced blessed, that is, in effect, in- 
stated in a confluence of all good things. 
Blessed is he that considereth the poor, says 
the Psalmi*^t; and, He that hath a bovnti* 
ful eye is blessed, saith Solomon ; and, He 
that hath mercy on the poor, happy h /ic.** 
saith the Wise Man again; and, Blessed 
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ere ike merctftd,* saith our Lord hinutelf* unrighteous mammon^ wKo^ when they fail 
So in gross and generally. PartiouJarly (when they depart^ and leave their earthly 
also and in detail, the greatest blessings are wealth), mil receive them into eperlaeting 
expressly allotted to this practice ; wuspe- habitations ; to lav uj) in store for tbern* 
rity in aJl our afOiirs is promised thereto, selves a good fmndatuM against the Htne to 
Tnou( 9 sa.i!tiMoBVB) 8 hoUmrelygivethypoor eome^ that they may lay hold on eternal 
brother^ and thine heart shall not be grieved We*^ Such rewarcis are promised to the 
that thou gieest unto kirns because that observers. 

for this thing the Lord thy Ood shall bless 8. And correspondently grievous punisb- 
thee in aU thy works^ and in aU that thou ments are designed and denounced to the 
puttest thine hand untoJ Stability in a good transgressors of these duties ; the worst of 
condition is ordinarily consequent thereon: miseries is their portion and doom: they, 
so tlie prophet Daniel implies, when, ad- for being such, do forfeit God’s love and 
vibing langNobuohadneszar to those works, favour ; they lose his blessing and protec- 
lie adds, If it may he a Id^hensag of thy tion; th^ can have no sure possession, nor 
tranquillity.* Deliveranc^froin evil incuin- any comirartable enjoyment of their estate ; 
t)pnt, prc'tcotion in imminent danger, and for, lie (saith St. James) sktdl have judg’^ 
support in alHictions, u'e the sure rewards ment uitfiaut merry ^ who showeth no mercy, 
th<^reof : so tlie Psalmist assures u» : And of such a person it is said in Job, That 

ed (saith he' is he that considereth the poor: which he laboureth fur he shall restore^ and 
the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble, shall not sualhw it down: according to his 
The Lord will preserve him and keep him substance shall the restitution be^ and he 
iilioc^ and he AaU be blessed upon earth; shall not rejoice therein; Itrcouse he hath 
and thou wiU not deliver him unto the will oppressed^ and forsaken the poorJ^ (Not 
of his enemies. The Lord will strengthen only because ho hath imjustly oppressed, 
him upon the bed of languishing ; thou wilt but because ho hath imcharitably forsaken 
make all his bed in his sickness,^ Security the poor.) If by the divine forbearauco 
from all want is likewise a recompense pro- such per^ons do scorn to enjoy a fair per- 
per thereto: for. lie that gircih to the poor tion in this life (prospering iu the worM^ 
shall not lack^ saith the Wise Man. Jf and increasing in riches^) they will find a 
thou draw out thy soul to the hungry^ and sad reckoning behind in the other world : 
satisfy the ajffiictm smi/, then shall thy light this will be the result of that audit ; Woe 
arise in obscurUy^^ Sic, Thriving iu wealth be unto you, rich men, for ye have received 
and estate is another special reward : for, your consolation ; ^ (such rich men are 
The liberal soul shall he made fat ;> the same meant, who have gc»t, or kept , or used their 
author gives us his word for it. Even of wealth basely; who have Stained all the 
the good things here below, to those wliu consolation it yields to tliemselves, andim- 
for hi^ sake In tUU or any other way do let parted none to others ;) and, Urmember^ 
go houses or lands^ our Lord promiseth the son, thou didst receive thy good things in 
return of a hundredfold^^ either in kind this life (bO didst receive them, as to swal- 
or in value. So gi*cat encouragements are low them, aud spend them here, without 
annexed to this practice even in relation to any provision or regard for tlie future In 
the conceruments of this ti’ansitory life; the use of them;) and. Cast that uapro- 
hut to Ihem beside God hath destinated re* f table servant (who made no good use of 
wards iucoinparably more considerable and his talent) into utter darkness. Such will 
precious, spiritual and eternal rewards, be the fate of every one that treasures up to 
treasures of heavenly wealth, crowns of himself and is not rich unto God not 
endless glory, the perfection of joy and rich iu piety aud charity, not rich in per- 
bliss, to be luspeusetl at the resurrection of forming for God’s sake works of bounty 
the Just, He that for my sake hath left and mercy. 

houses or binds ^ shall receive a hundredfold 9 . It is indeed most considerable, that 

mw at this time (or in this present life), at the final reckoning, when all men^S ac* 
end in the world to come shall inherit ever- tions shall be strictly scamied, and justly 
lastin^fe w infallible truth hath assured sentenced according to their true desert, a 
us. They who perform these duties arc special regard will be had to the dischargo 
said to make themselves bt^s which wax or neglect of these duties. It is the boun* 
not old^ a treasure that faileth not in the tiful aud merciful persons, who haVu ve- 
Aeavens; to make themseives friends of the lieved Christ in hb poor members and 
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brethren, who in that day will appear to be 
the sheep at the right hand, and shall hear 
tlie good Shepherd's voice uttering thesie 
joyful words, Come, yr blessed of my Fa* 
ther^ enier into the kii^dom prepar^ for 
you from ike foundation of the world: for 
I um an kungred^ and ye gate me meat s 
/ um thirsty^ and ye gave me drinh{ 1 was 
a stranger^ and ye took me in ; J was naked ^ 
and ye clothed me; I um sieJt^ and ye visited 
me; I was in prison^ and ye came unto me.^ 
He doth not say, because you have made 
goofUy professions, because you have been 
orthodox in your opinions, because you 
have fi‘equentc<l relipous exercises (liave 
prayed often and long, have kept many 
fasts, and hoard many sermons,) because 
you have been staunch in your conversa- 
tions, because you have been punctual in 
your dealings, because you have maintained 
a specious guise of piely, sobriety, and jus- 
tice (althougli, indeed, he tliat will come 
off well at that great trial, must be respon- 
sible, and able to yield a good account in 
respect to all thf»se particulars;; but be- 
cause you have been charitably benign and 
helpful to persons in need and distress, 
therefore blessed are you, therefoi’e enter 
into the kingdom of glorious bliss prepared 
for such persons. This proceeding more 
than intimates, that, in the judgment of 
our Lord, no sort of viitiie or good prac- 
tice is to bo preferred before that of chari- 
table bounty ; or ratiier that, in his esteem, 
none is eqiml thereto ; so that if the ques- 
tion were put to him, which la one of them 
to Antiochus (in Atlmnasius* works*; which 
is the most eminent virtue? oui* Lord 
nould resolve it no otbcrwiho than is done 
by that Father, affirming, that, merciful- 
ness is the queen of virtues • for that, at 
the hnal account, the examination cliiedy 
proceeds upcm tlmt ; it is made the speciid 
touchstone of piety, and the peculiar ground 
of hai^inesfl. On the other side, tliose ^ho 
have been deficient in these performances , 
(uncharitable and unmerciful arsons) will 
at the last trial appear to be tiie wretched 
goats on the left hand, unto whom this un- 
comfortable speech shall by the great J udge 
be pronounced: Depart from me ^ ye cursed^ 
into everlasting ftre^ prepared for the devil 
and his angels: for I was hungry^ and ye 
g(fve me no meat ; I was thirsty ^ and ye gave 
me no drink ; J was a stranger^ and ye took 
me not in; naled^ and ye clothed me not ; 
sirk (Old in prison^ aid ye visUed me not.^ \ 
It is not, we may see, for having done that j 
which in tlds world is called rapine or | 

* Matt XXV* S’) 3b * Athanasiust tom. U 
wMatt. xx\.41,4it43. 


wrong, for having fallagcd or cozened their 
neighnour, for having committed adulteiw 
or murder, or any omer thing prohibited, 
that these unhappy men are stud to be for* 
mally impeached, and finally condemned to 
that miserable doom ; but for having been 
unkind and unmerciAd to their poor bre- 
thren: * this at that high tribunal will pass 
for a most enormous crime, for the capital 
offence; for this it is that they shall be 
cursed, and cast down into a wretched con- 
sortship with those malicious and merciless 
fiends, unto whose disposition they did so 
neorl) approach. 

Thus it appears how mighty a stress God 
in the holy Scripture doth lay upon these 
duties, so peremptorily commanding them, 
so ^ehemcutly pressing them, »<» highly 
commending them, so graciously by pro- 
mises alluring us to the performance, so 
dreadfull} by Ihreatenings deterring us from 
the neglect of thorn. What an affront then 
will it be to God's authority, what a dis- 
trust to his word, what a contempt of his 
power, his justice, his wisdom, what a de- 
spite to his goodness and mercy, if, not- 
withstanding all these declarations of his 
will and purposes, we shall jtrcsumc to be 
uncharitable in this kind ! There ai'e a1s<» 
considerations (very many, very clear, and 
very strong), which discover the great rea- 
sonableness and equity of these laws, with 
oiw indispensable obligation to obey them ; 
the which indeed with greater force do 
exact these duties from us, and do more 
earnestly plead in the poor man's behalf, 
than be <*an beg or cr} . If w^e either look 
up unto God, or d(iwn upon our jioor neigh- 
bour, if we reflect upon oursches, or con- 
sider our wealth itself, everywhere we may 
discern various reasons obliging us, and 
various motives inducing us to the practice 
of these duties. 

Head of Discourse, — In regard to 

God, 

1. We may consider, that by exorcising 
of bounty and mercy, we are kind and 
courtooiia to God himself; by neglecting 
those duties, we are unkind and rude to 
him : for that what of good or evil is by 
us done to the poor, (iod inteimrets and 
accepts as done to himself. The poor 
have a peculiar relation to God ; he open- 
ly and nrequontly professeth himself their 
especial friend, patron, and protector; 
he is mneh concerned in, and particularly 
diargeth his providence with their support. 

* / uc / smi - 
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In effect, therefore, they shall surely be 
. provided for, one way or other; (The poor 
ehall eat and be God mil save 

the afflicted people: The Lord preaereetk 
the Strangers^ he relietetk the fatherUss 
and midauj* When the poor and needy eeek 
water ^ and there is none^ and their ton^e 
fuileth for thirst, I the Lord wiU hear thern, 
1 tlte (rod of Israeli wdl not forsake them : **) 
but out of goodness to as, he chooseth (if 
it may be, we freely concuiTing therein), 
and best liketh, that it should ^ done by 
our hands ; tliis conducing no less to our 
benefit, than to theii’s ; we thereby basing 
opportunity to show our respect to him- 
self, and to lay an engagement on him to do 
UH g<K>d. (Tod therefore lendeth the poor 
man his own name, and alloweth him to 
crave oui* succoui* for his sake 4 (When 
« the poor man asketh us in God's name, or 
for God's sake, he doth not usurp or forge, 
he hath good authority, and a true ground 
for doing so :) God gives him credit from 
hiinsdf unto as for what he wants, and 
bids us charge wliat he reoeiseth on his 
own account; jiermitting us to reckon him 
obliged there h}, and to write Iiira our 
del>tor; engaging his owm word and re- 
putation duly to repay, fully to satisfy us. 
I/e that Juth pity on the jwar lendeth to 
the Lord, and that which he hath will 
he pay him again, saith the Wise Man: 
and, Iufuimt( has ye have done it to the least 
of my breihi'en, ye hace dotie it unto me, 
‘•.uth fin* Sasiour: and, God is not un- 
righteous to forget your work aftd labour of 
Uwe, whiih ye have showed toward his name, 
in that ye haoo ministered to the saints, and 
do minister, saitli the apostle.^ What, there- 
fore, we gist* to the ptior, God accepteth 
as an expression of kindness to himself, 
being gi\en to one of his friends and clients 
in respi (*t to him ; he regards it as a tes- 
timony of friendly confidence in him, dg- 
nif}iug that we have a good opinion of 
him, that we take him for able and willing 
to re(|uite a good turn, that we dare take 
his word, and tliink our gt'ods safe enough 
in his custody. But if we stop i»ur ears, 
or shut our hands from the poor, God in- 
terprets it as a harsh repulse, aud an hei- 
iw us affront pul upon himself: we doing it, 
to one who bears his name, and wears his 
li\ cry (for the poor man’s rags are badges 
of bis relatiow unto God), he thereby 
judges that we have little good-will, little 
respect, little compassion toward himself: 
since we vouchsafe iat to grant him so 
mean a ifitvour, suk^o wo refuse at his re- 


quest, and (as it were) in his need, to ac- 
commodate him with a small sum, he justly 
reputes it ba an argument of unkindly dt£ 
fluence in him, that we have sorry thoughts 
of him, deeming him no good correspon- 
dent, little valuing his word, suspecting his 
goodness, his truth, or his sufficiency. 

2 . Wc by practising those duties are 
just, by omitting them are very unjust, 
toward God. For our goods, our wealth, 
and our estate, are indeed none of them 
simply or properly our own, so that We 
have oil absolute property in them, or an 
entire disposal of them : no, we are uttei*- 
ly incapable of such a right unto them, or 
power over them : God necessarily is the 
true and absolute proprietary of them. 
They are called the gifts of Ood : but we 
mast not uiulcrstand that God, by giving 
them to us, hath parted with his own right 
to them:’' they are dejKisiied with us in 
trust, not alienated from him; they are 
committed to us as stew arris, not transfer* 
red upon us as masters : they are so ours, 
that we have no authority to ase them 
according to our will or fancy, but are ob- 
liged to manage tlicm according to God's 
direction and order. He, by right iinmu- 
table, is Lord paramoimt of all his crea- 
tion; every thing unalienably belongs to 
him u])on many accounts. He out of no- 
thing made all things at first, and to every 
creature through each moment a new being 
is conferred by his preservative influence: 
originally, therefore, he is Lord of all 
things, and continually a new title of do- 
minion over every thing springeth up unto 
him: it is his alwavs, because he always 
moketh it. We ourselves are naturally 
mere slaves and vassals to him: as we can 
never be our own, (niastera of ourselves, 
of our lives, of oiu* liberties'), ho cannot we 
ever properly be owners of any thing 
there are no possible means, by which we 
acquire any absolute title to tlie least 
mite; the principal right to what we seem 
to get, according t(» all law at.d reason, 
accructh to our master. All things about 
us, by which we live, with w^iiicb we work 
and trade, the earth W'hich supports and 
feeds us, and furnisheth us with all com- 
modities, tlie air we breathe, the sun and 
stars which cherish our life, are all of them 
luH, his productions and his possessions, 
sub^ting by his pleasure, subject to bis 
disposal. * How then can any tiling be ours } 
How can we say, with the foolish chnrt 
Nabal, Hhall I take my breads and my water^ 
and my and gioe it Tbiue ? O iu- 
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tioiiddeivite mnl Hotr v«toMtl|6ub^it? 
bow dp^ thou bold H? PiA»t thou mho 
Hi or dost thoa preworvo Cao&t tbou 
obdKi my Halm by iMoro? No; ibou 

thiimdidflIiiotbdiQgtby €»nst 

thou cfbA^leiiiipd Hmg tp %ae]f from 
49b«aoe? N04 for tbore ia up tbiog an 
ebaapewallildiMi^r^ 

W iGroa> {irormnce* Doat thou oouoaive 
toy biidias!l^ oan ootitk thee to aoy thing? 
Tboit urt xmatAkeos for aU ilie wit ««id 
fitrongth thou aj^pHest. the head thoa con- 
triveat with, and the hands thou workest 
are God's ; all the aooeeea thou dndi- 
est <ud wholly depend on hiiu, was altoge^ 
ther derived trom hhn; al} thy prpjeqts 
were vain, all tby lid^^mra would fie 5»oit. 
loss, did not ho and bless thee. Thou 
dost vainly and falsely ^ up t^iue 
and fiff'get the /ord thy GW, u 4 iena» thy 
Aoivb tmd Jfocki mdtiply^ and thy stfoer md 
gold f> multipUed^ and ail that thou hast tV 
MuMplied; if thov ^ayoH m thy h^art^ My 
power ^ and the might of my hmd^ hath got- 
ten me thie wealthn But thou muet remmu- 
her the Lord thy God, far it is h that 
gieeth theepomer to get maith*' t — Who 
am I (saitb David'^, md what is my people, 
that u?e should be able to offer so vnjhugly | 
afiar this sort? Far alt things com of 
Aees md of thine own have we given thee. 

\ Chrour wx* 14.] Since, then, i;^n all 
scores, everything we have doth appertain 
to God, he may without any injury recall 
or resume whatever be pleaseth ; and while 
he letteth any thing abide with us, we can* 
not justly use it otherwise than he hath ap* 
pointed, we cannot duly apply it otherwise 
than to has interest and service.f God, 
then, having ex^joxned, that after we have 
saftiaM our necessities, and supplied our 
f easonahle ooeasionB* we should employ 
the rest to the relief of our poor neigh- 
bours; that if we have two coats (one more 
than we neeo), m should impart om tzhim 
that hath nmies |f we hope meat abundant, 
that we Wmeise comnumicate to him that 
taaatsH:*$ God, by the poor man’s \oice 
(or by his 1)^ luud imseiT;, 
oun firow ua. we are veryunijustif we pre- 
sume to withhold H; dotmlyustjuitweiure, 

e»d tla Quid iidastitm mt, tl ston alienft non In- 
riAsanif dUlsentnts O iiAuudom 

dmum ' smetia dlda « qim ? «K«MlSas neonaltls In 
hvnS mimauiQ 

J AUxm vftpeni eonvsnoitar, aal tdhi usesWlMda 
■IM)r«UU^nrolatitF--^ifioffe« ^ ^ 

'< itmoquia Doit* niasqtiam oens <fl Msntt mm 
HOIS* mwmdlter m taer no* alli* fSoasaiidam 
m It; (Stoa d tumSoMrU^ 
slU ^ Tmm 

r^opriititit oaao SI^tQaod ooimhOUSl <)atutn 
tnniuioet buini»tui viphmtor nttuusm ws ---/hmwi 
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both toward Ged and toward our Umgh* 
hour; we are unfaithful stewards, misap- 
plying the goods of our Master, and cross- 
ing ms order ;* we are wrongful usurpers, 
detaining from our neighbour thitt which 
God hai£ allotted him ; we are in the court 
0$ consmence ; we shi^ appear at the bar 
of God's jud^ent no better than rob* 
bets (under visards of legal right and pos- 
session), spmliug our poor brother of his 
goods ; his, 1 say, by the very same title as 
any thing can m ours, by the tiree dmm* 
tiou of God, fully and fiwqucntly expressed, 
as we hove seen, in Ids holy wW. (He 
eannot ii^e it away by violence or surrep- 
tion agaanst our will, but we are bound 
willin^y to yield it up to him; to do that, 
were disorder in him; to refuse this, is 
wrong in us.) ’Tis the hungry man’s bread 
which we ho^ up in our barns, Hjs his 
meat on which we glut, and his drink whicli 
we gtu!;zle;f ’tis the naked mmfs apparil 
which wo shut up in our presses, or whu'h 
we exorbitantly rufiie and daunt in: ’tis 
the needy person’s goU and silver which 
we clobely hide in our chests, or spend 
idly, or put out to useless w. We arc, 
in tiius holding, or thus spending, truly 
irXiMurm, not only covetous, but wrongful, 
or haters of more than our ow^, ogfunst 
the will of the right orners; plainly vio- 
lating that precept of Solomon, If ilhhold 
not good from them to whom it ts dm , w/un 
it ism the power of thy Aand to do tt.^ If 
we arc ambitious of having a propiTty m 
somewhat, or aifect to call any thing our 
own, 'tis only by noblv giving iJiat we 
can accomplish our disne; that will cer- 
tainly appropriate our goods to our use and 
benefit i but fVom basely keeping, or vainly 
embezzling them, the) become not our pos- 
sesdon and enjoyment, but our theft and 
our bane4 (These tlung^, spoken after 
the holy fathers, wise instructors in inattei s 
of piety, are to be understood with rea* 
sonable temperament, and practised with 
honest pru^cst 1 < anuot stand to dis- 
cuss cases, and remove scruples ; a pious 
charity will easily disocm ita due limits and 
measures, both declining perplcMty, and 
not evading duty. The sum is, that juo- 
tioe iowarns God and man obligeth uh not 
to suikr our poor brother to pemb, or 
{dno away fbr want^ when we surfeit and 
swim in plenty, or not to sec hun lack ne- 
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cesbarLed, iwben we m able to relieve 

him.) 

d. Sho^^ing bounty «dA mercy lure tbe 
teost proper and the ptMptI expresebne 
of Otar gratitude unto Oii ; to thid in 
omitting thorn^ we «pe not irady very tm- 
just, but bigh^ ingratefol* limunuarable 
are the hen^tii fkvoara, and mercieb (both 
ooumion and private), which God hath 
beatowed on us, and doth cohtinuuJIy be* 
stow: ho inocbsantly jshowers down Uosm* 
ings on our heads; Ae dttify Umieih ta^nik 
his hsnt^U; he perpetuaUy cr&itn^h us 
uvM lomnff kindness em tender nutreies.^ a!J 
that wo are, ail that we have, all that we 
ean hope for of good, is alone trom hlsifree 
bounty : our beings and liveb, with all the 
comeiiionees and comforts of tliem, We 
entirely owe to him as to otir Maker, otir 
Preserver, our constant Brucfactor: all 
the excellent privileges we mad all 

the f;h)rious hopes we have as Chnstlans, 
m> also stand indebted purely to his 
undeserved mercy and grac'c. And, What 
shall we render unto the Lord for aU His 
henrjitf, toward ust^ Shall we render him 
nothing ? Shall we refuse him anything ? 
Shull we boggle at mnking returns so in* 
eonsiclerOble, in regard to what he hath 
di>iu* ft>r us ’ What is a little gold or silver, 
or brass pc rhaps, widch our poor neighbour 
eraveih of UA, in comparison to our life, 
our health, our reason; to all aocouimodih 
lions of our luKly, and ail etidowmente of 
our mind i Wliat arc all the gooda in the 
world to the love and favour of God, to 
the ))ardou of oiu* bins, to tlie gifts of Qod"a 
Spit It, to the (iigrdty of being the children 
of God and heirs of salvation ; to the being 
freed frcuii extreme miseries, and made 
capable of eternal felicity? And doth not 
this tinoxpressible goodness, do not all these 
im^'^tiinable benefits, require some eorres* 
pondent thankfulness? Are we not obliged, 
ohail we not lie willing, to exhibit some real 
t e^timoiiy tiiei’eof ? And what other can we 
exhibit Inside ibis? We cannot directly or 
iiMuiediately requite God, for he cannot so 
receive any tiling from Us ; he U not capalde 
of being LintseLT enriched or exalted, of 
being atiywise |dcubured or bettered by us, 
who is in himself infinitely sufficient, glo* 
rious, joyful, and hajjpy ; Ow goodness ex^ 
tends mt to him; a tmtm eaimot he prq/ttal/k 
to his Modern All that we can do in this 
kind is thus indirectly, in the persons of his 
]ioor relatioiiB, to ratify him, tmpartbig 
at his desire, and for hipaiAe, somewhat 
of what he hath bestowed OR us upon them. 
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Such a tbaokful return wc ove imto <5fod^ 
not only for what he bath given m, hot 
even for tbo capacity of giving to otlier$ t 
fiw that we are in the number of tfaoeewh 
can afford relief, and who need not to die* 
mandit. Otn* very wealth and pros(^^ 
state i»hoi:dd not seem so ns so dontemptibife 
things, that we should be smwiUingto ren* 
der somewhat back in gratefiil resentment 
lor them : the very act of giving is itself 
no mean benefit (having so much of ho*, 
nour in it, so much tif pleasure going with 
it, so muA of reward Ibllowhig it ;) we 
receive fiwmore than we return in giving; 
for which dierefore it is fit that we biiould 
return our gratitude, and consequently , 
that we should perform these duties** for 
indeed, without this practice, no otW ex* 
pression of gratitude can be true ki itself, 
or can be acceptable to God. We msy* 
seem abundmitly to thank him in woriia; 
but a sparing liand gives the he to the 
fuHest mouth : we may Spore our breath, 
if we keep back our suhstanee ; for idt our 
praisuig God for hb goodness, and hKa* 
mg him with our lips, if we will do nothing 
for him, if we will n<»t part with anything 
for his sake, appears mere compliment; 
is, in Umth, plain mockery and vile hypo# 
crisy. 

4. Yoa, which we may furUier consider, 
all our devotion severed from a disposition 
of practising these duties, is no less such ; 
cAHTjot have any true w orth hi it, shall not 
yield any good effect from it. Our prayers, 
if we are uncharitably diqmsed, wliat are 
they other tlian demonstrations of egre* 
gtOus impudence and ftdly? For how can 
wo with any face pr<*sume to a4k anything 
from God, when we deny him requesting 
a small matter fi*om us ? How can we with 
any reason expect any mercy from him, 
when we vouchsafe not to show any mercy 
for h» sake? Can we imagine Utat God 
will hearken unto, or mind our petitions, 
when we are deaf to his entrf>atios, and ri* 
gardless of his desires ? No ; Whoso stop* 
peth kis ears at the cry of the ptmr^ he atso 
shali cry Aimtelf but shall not be ketsrdJ 
'Tis Ills declaration to such boU and un- 
reasonable petitioniTS, When yon st^tead 
forth your IwU not hear^n ; lofi^ 
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make ma^ prayers^ I mli not kear,^ 
No importunitv, no frequency of j^ayere, 
i¥ill move God in such a case ; the needy 
saan*s cries and complaints will drown thoir 
noise ; his sighs ana groans will obstruct 
their passage, and stop the ears of God 
against them.*^ Likewise all our semblances 
of repentance, all our corporal abstinences 
and austerities, if a kind and merciful die* 
position are wanting, what are they truly 
but presumptuous dallyings, or impertinent 
triflings with God ? For do we not grossly 
collude with sin, when we restrain the sen- 
sual appetites of the body, but foment the 
aoul^s more unreasonable desires; when 
we curb our wanton flesh, and give license 
to a base spirit ? Do we not palely baffle, 
when in respect to God wo pretend to deny 
ourselves, yet upon urgent occasion allow 
him nothine? * Do we not strangely pre- 
varicate, when we would seem to appease 
God's a^er, and purchase his favour bv 
our submissions, yet refuse to do that whicn 
he declares most pleasing to him, and most 
necessary to those purposes ? It is an or- 
dinary thing for men thus to serve God, 
and tfa^ob to delude themselves : / kaoe knomi 
many (saith St* Basil) who have fasted^ and 
jpraifed^ and groaned^ and expreesed aJB kind 
of costless piety, who yet would not part w^th 
one doit to the afflict^, f Such a cheap and 
easy piety, which costs us little or nothing, 
can surdy not be worth much ; and we 
must not conceit, that the all- vise God 
(the Clod of knowledge, by wham actions are 
weighed, as Anna sang, and who weig^h 
the spi/its also, as the Wise Man saith) 
will be cheated therewith, or take it for 
more than its just value.^ No ; he hath 
expressly signined, that he hath not chosen 
such services, nor doth take any pleasure 
in them : he \pdh called them vain and inu 
pertinent Matwns; notsweetoraeeeptable, 
but edumdnabk trouttesom to him, 
such as he emnai away with, and is weary 
to bear,^ *Tis reU^ious liberality that dc£ 
prove ns to be senous and earnest in other 
religpm petformaneesi which assures that 
we vidtte matters of pieiy at a considerable 
rate ; wUch gives a substance and solidity 
to our devotions ; which saactifl^ our fasts, 
and verifies oar penances ; which renders 
our praises real, and our prayers effrctual ; 
90 that these being combined, we may rea- 
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sonsbly expect aco^itimce and recompense ; 
and in effect to hear that from God, which 
Inm was returned to good Comolius* 
Thy prayers and thine alms are come up far 
a memorial h^e 

5. The eonsrionable practice of these 
duties doth plainly itjning from those good 
dispositions of mind remsirding God, v^ch 
arc the original groiu& and fountains of 
all true piety; and the neglect of them 
issueth from those vicious disporitions which 
have a peculiar hicoiudstemw whh piety, 
being destructive thereof in the very foun- 
datioB and root. Faith in God is the fhnda* 
mental grace upon which piety is grounded; 
love and fear of God are the radical prin« 
ciplcs from which it grows : ail which, as 
the charitable man discovers in his practice, 
so they are apparently banished from the 
heart of the illiberal and unmercifol per- 
son. 

As for frith, the good man, in showing 
bounty, exerciseth the chief act thereof; 
he freely parteth with his goodn, lecauso 
he trnst^h on God*s pro/idence more than 
on them, and believcth God mi>re ready to 
help him, than any creature can do, in his 
need; because he is persuaded that God is 
most good and benign, so os never to suffer 
him to be oppressed with want; because 
be taketh Goa to be just and faithful, who, 
having charged him to care for nothi/^, but 
to ca^ his care and burden upon the Lord, 
having promised to care for kxm, to sustain 
him, never to leave or forsake him^ having 
also engaged himself to repay and 
peuse him for what he giveth to his jioor 
neighbour, will not fail to make good his 
word ; because be thinks God abundantly 
solvent, and himself never the poorer for 
laying out in his behalf; because, in short, 
he is content to live in a dopendence upon 
God, and at his disposal. It is mentioned 
by the apostle to the Hebrews, as a special 
instance* of a resolute and constant fiuth iu 
the first Christians, that they took joyfully 
the spoiUng of their goods, knowing in them- 
selves that they had in heaoen a better and 
an enduring substance.^ He that not for- 
cibly by the violent rapacl^ of others, but 
voluntarily by his own free resignation for 
the sendee of God, dfliveretii them up 
with the same alaesrity, opinion, and hime, 
thereby demonstrates the same faith. But 
d^egnpple wretch, who will bestow nothing 
on his poor brother for God*s sake, is evi- 
dently an infidel, having none at all, or 
very heathenish conceits of God. Ho must 
be cither a mere atheist, disbelieving the 
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€\ihtence of God; or an epicurean, in hi<* 
hciirt dojijin^ t5o<rg providence over bu- 
nian ; * (for din he ecmeeive God to 
have miy regard unto^ oif any influence 
over what passes bow oonld be be 
afraid of wanting upon this score? bow 
could he repose any confidence in these 
possessions? bow could be think himself 
secure ui such a neglect or defiance of 
God ?) or he must he exceedingly profime, 
enU^rtaining most dishonourable and ii^u- 
rious apprehensions of God. He cannot 
but imagine God very unkind, not only in 
neglecting men that want his hel^, but in 
making &em to auff^ for spending upon 
his account; very uiOuet) in not repaying 
what he borrows ; very unfrdthful, in break- 
ing his word ; veiy docediful, in gulling us 
of our things by foir promises m restitu- 
tion and requite : or be must apprehend 
(lod torgotfm of what we do, and himself 
says; or that he is needy and iropoteut, 
not having whereuith to make satssfae- 
tion, nut being able to make good ubat he 
ptetends. He must in his conceit debase 
God e\en beneath the vilest creatures, 
thinking a senseless lump of day more apt 
in his need to help him, tlum God can be 
with all bis power and care; supposing 
hiv money safer in his own coffers Utan in 
Golfs hands, and that iron bars will guai*d 
it more surely than divine protection ; es- 
teeming his neighbour’s bond fof much 
better security than God's word, and that 
a mortal man is ftir more able or more 
true than the eternal God. He certainly 
cunnot tliink one word true that God says, 
being loath to trust him for ajienny, for 
a piece of bt^ad, or for an old garment. 
AU ( I offs promises of recompense, and 
threatening^ of punishment, he takes for 
idle ficjtions ; heaven and hell are but Uto- 
pitth in his conceit ; the joys of one, offered 
U\ the charitable perhon, arc but pleasant 
iancies; the torments of the otMr, de- 
nounced to the uncharitable, but fearfol 
ilreams. All other things are but names ; 
money and lands are the only real things 
unto him; all the happiness he can con- 
ceive or wish is contained in bags and 
barns; these are the sole points of his 
faith, and objects of his confidence. He 
makes gold hie hape^ and mth to thsjwe 
goUl^ Thou art my cof^dencr* He rejmees 
heeauee his u:eaith is greats and because his 
hand hath gotten much^^ as Job speakotfa, 
disclaiming that practice in himself, and 
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tacitly charging it on the jpersons we speak 
of. He doth, in fine, affect a total inde- 
pendency upon God, and cares to have no 
dealing writb him : he would trust to him- 
self, and live on his own estate ; so gross 
infidelity and horrible profaneness of mind 
lie couched umliT this sort of vices. 

As for the love of (zod, the liberal man 
declares it, in tliat for God's uike he is will- 
ing to part with any thing; that he values 
God's love and favour above all other 
goods; tliat he deems himself rich and 
happy enough in the enjoyment of God. 
But, Who mth this world" b goods ^ and seitk 
his brother hove veed^ and shuttetk vp fas 
boweh from him^ how dwelleth the love of 
Godinhimf^ saith St. John; that iv, it is 
impossible be should love ; 'tis a vain 
conceit to think he does ; 'tis a frivolous 
thing for him to pretend it. For how pos- 
sibly can he bear in his heart any affection 
to God, who will not for his sake, and at 
his instance, part with a little worthless 
ti*ash and dirty pelf? who prizes so incou- 
siderable matters beyond God's favour and 
friendship? who prefers the keeping of his 
wealth bmore theenjovwnt of God; and 
chooses rather cerlaLmy to ^uit his whole 
interest in God, than to adventure a small 
parcel of his estate with God? His prac- 
tice indeed sufficiently discovers, that his 
hard and stupid heart is uncapable of any 
love, except of a corrupt, inordinate, and 
fond love, or dota^ toward himself, since 
so present and sensible objects cannot affect 
him. He that lovetk fiot his brother^ wktm 
he hath seen, hmo can he love God^ whom 
he hath not seen*** 

And as to the fear and reverence of God, 
the UbiTaJ man expresses it in submission 
to God's commands, although with his own 
present seeming diminution and loss; in 
preferring tlie dischar^g of his conscience 
Wore the retaining Ins money ; in casdug 
overboard his temporal goods, tliat he may 
secure his spiritual and eternal concern- 
ments. He can say (his prat doe attesdng 
to his profession j with David, I love thy 
commmdmeTUb above gold, and, The law of 
thy mouth » dearer to me than thousands of 
gold and sUver: ho show s that he is a man 
of truths fmring God^ and hadng emWovs- 
^wss;^ which depositions, as having much 
affinity and conneodon, are well joiimd to- 
gether by Jethro. But die uncharitable 
man can nave litde fear of God before hta 
eves ; smee the commands of God have no 
efficacy on his conscience; since he dreads 
not the effects of divine power and justk^e, 
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hj his dls0b€di6isc«r$ ha 
daaipss aa itna^nai^ 4aoger loF vaxit 
{rivtafir* A e^ain camtaMon of 

m in withholding; mi is mcftt afraid of 
fmvofy here^ than of danmtatioa h^ipeafrar. 

The trwth is, the corataus er UUbera! 
man is thirefore imea|)ahia of h^sng truly 
ptovts, because Us haaiHt is poasaSsed with 
vain devotkMitaw»rd somewhat besideGod, 
whi^ in offset is his sole divinity ; he is 
justfy styled m idolator, foi^thM he directs 
Slid eniploye the chief affections ofhistnind 
upon m idfd of clay, which he loves with 
aU bib heart and aU his soul, which he en* 
tirely oonAdes in, which he esteems and 
WovMiips above allthings/ It is Mammon, 
which of all the competitors and antago- 
nists of (xod, invading God's right, and 
usi»ping liis place, is (as our Lord inti* 
mates) the most da]3iger€ms,and desperately I 
repugnant : where he becomes predonu- 1 
nant, ti‘ne religion is ^ite excluded ; Ye 
cannot serve Ood emd Mammon,* Other 
vicioub inclinations combat reason, and 
ofren baffle it, but seldom so vanquish it, 
as that a man doth approve or applaud 
himself in his miscarriages : but the covt^ 
terns humour seizetb on otu* reason itself, 
and seateth itself therein ; inducing it to 
fnvovac and eotmtenanee what w done amiss. 
The voluptuous man is swayed by the vio- 
lence of his appetite 5 but the <*ovetoua is 
seduced by the dictate of his judgment: he 
therefore scrapes and hoards, and lets go 
nothing, because he esteems weai^ the 
beet thing in the world, and then judges 
himself most wise, when im is most base* 
jLabovr mi to he richi eetm from thine own 
trhfhm^ saith Sctlomon ; ^ intimating the 
ju^pnem. ewh porBona are wont to maJke 
of &(dr ricbeS : whence, of all dispobitiuns 
ofpokite to pi^ty, this ia the most periii- 
tSom, But ihrther, 

6s Let US eoQstder, that nothirig is more 
eontbrmable to God's nature, or renders 
ns more lihe to hint, than bcnchcence and 
mercy ; and that oons^uently nothiiig -an 
be mor«) gratefrd to him: ihai notliing is 
more dia^eeable and contrary to the es- 
Sentiat disposStSon of God, than illiberality 
and dnmeroifrdness ; and therefore that no* 
thingcimlmmi^ifotaatefultohjm What 
is any being in the world, but an efflux of 
his bmaty, and an aimment of his 
rality? Looh everywhere about nature* 
conmder the whole tenor of providence, 
mney all the w^orks, and scan all the 
aiothmB of you will find them all eon* 
spiriitq^ iu mtcbtation to those sweet charac- 
ters and i^litpits which dw? holy bcriptitro 
V 5 t juiat* ii<S 4 . ** Pvov xtiu . 4 


ascribeth to God, representing him to be 
mere^l and gracious^ and 

ahwmmt m goochieat ; to amv*^ for cvi/, 
(incident to, or indicted upon any creature) 
to del^kt in mercy ^ to wait that he may ha 
gracious; styling him the Gad of love^ {f 
peace^ of fiopc, patience^ ifaUgr^^ am 
of ail eongpta^i the Father of pdes^ rvrh 
in mercy ^ and fiM of boweU ; affirming of 
him, and by manifold evidmmes demonstra- 
ting, that he hhenign even wUo the vngraie^ 
fid and ml; that he ts good Ac ad, and hie 
tender mreies are oner all Ais mrht*^ Na- 
ture, I say, providenoe, and revds^don, do 
all concur in testifying this, that there is 
nothing in God so p^uliarly admiralde, 
nothhig, as it were, so godlike, that is, so 
highly venerable and fuiuiible, a» to lio gocxl 
and wiow mercy.’* We> therefore, by libe- 
ral comnniukation to the needy do most 
approach to the nature of God, and most 
exacts imitate his practk*c ; acquiring to 
ourselves thereby somewhat of divinity, and 
becoming little gods to our neighbour, f 
Mthing (saith St Chrysostom) taakeih ue 
so near e^t to God as bmeJkeiwe:X and, 
Be (saith St. Gregory Naxiunren) 0 gud 
to the urfortitmUe, imitatmff the mercy of 
God: for a man hdh nothiftg of (Jod so 
much as to do good, || That such iiath al- 
ways been the common a|>pr( hemion of 
men, the practice of all times showeth, in 
that men nave been ever a(»t 4o place their 
benefactors among their godb, defeiring 
that love imd veneration unto tlum in de- 
gree, which in perfection do appertain to 
the supreme Benefactor* $ Be mm^ifoL, as 
your heumify Father u mereijid , ^ so our 
Saviour proposetb God'b inewy to ub, both 
as a pattern dii'tK^ting, and ob an argu- 
ment inducing us to mercifuincHs ; iiiipl)- 
ing It also to be a good sigu, diHslariug us 
the children of God, the gennino ufibjin ing 
of the all-good and alLmerciful Fatlur; 
yea, that it even renders and constitutes 
us such (we thereby coming ino'it truly lo 
represent, and most nearly to rcbcmblu 
him*) Our Lord further tciuhes us, «aymg, 
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Zitve ^ur enemm, if^m tlkm ihA €>nTse 
ym^ m ptfid to those that hute that 
ye may is the eme ^ym* Father whkh k 
iahetmiL^ Aad they who te» 
children mwd censequeiitly bever^r deer te 
him, and moat gracioue in his sight ; he 
emmt bait greatly like and lore hki^f 
(the best of himself) in them; ho esainot 
but dieridi and treat them well, who are 
the fairest and truest images of hiniself; no 
speetaic^ can be pleasant to him, as to 
see tie in our praotiee to himself, doing 
good to one another ; as the eieet of Goa^ 
Aoiy 4md belooed^ on bpmh of mer* 

cies and ixndnese^ kuoAkness ofmnd^ mreh 
ttess, longei^firing ; forbearing am another^ 
and far^vtng one mudhot^ eeen as Ckriat 
forgaoe tts ; bmng foUowers of God as dear 
ehudren^ and waihtnfrin Inm^ even as OkriSi 
also Itreed usJ But on the other side, there 
is not in nature an^tliing so remotely die- 
tant iroxn God, or so extremely opposite 
to him, as a greedy and gripii^ niggard : 
hell i<> scarce so contrary to heaven, as such 
a man's disjKisitioti to the nature of God : 
for ’tife gooflfnrw which sits gloriously tri- 
lunphant at the top of heaven ; and tm- 
charitableness iicth miserably grovelli^ 
under the bottom of hell : heaven descenaa 
from the c»ne, as its principal cause ; hell 
is built on the other, as its main founda- 
tion t as the one approximates the blessed 
angels God, and them ; so the 

other remoxth the eursed Bends to such a 
distance from God and hapiiiness; not to 
wish, ngt to do any pood, is that which ren- 
ders them both so bad and so wrek^hed ; 
and whoc\( r in his conditbns is so like to 
fhem, and in bis practice so agrees with 
th<*m, cannot but tdiio be very odious to 
God, and extremely unhappy « God can- 
not hut abhor so base a d<^euoratiou from 
his likeness m those w1k> by nature arc his 
children, and should be further such ac- 
cording to his gracious design ; neither can 
anything more oBend lin» eyes, than Kceu^ 
them to one another unkindly, So that, 
if obtaining the certain favour of the great 
God, with all the beuoBts attending it, 
seem conidderablr to us ; or if we think it 
advisable to shun his displeasure, with its 
sad effects; it Concerns u^to praiCttse these 
duties. So I conclude that aort of con- 
siderations, enforcing these duties, which 
more immediately regard God. 

3^ itoad of Disctmrsr. — Vurther, before 
we deny our relief to our jioor nei^bour, 
let us with the eyes of our mind look on 
him, and attentively consider who ho 
what he is in himself, and wliat be is in 
relation onto us. I The riyfUcous vomidtr* 

* Matt. T 44, 4i. f Got m. li, 13 , tvh V I, I 


eth the cause of the poor; but the meied 
regardrih not to huote it; Prov. xxbcx 7« 
Blessed is he that oo/mderHk the poor; 
Psal. xBt 1*3 

1. He whose need craves our bountiy, 
whoso misery demands our mercy, what is 
he? He is not truly so mean and sorry a 
as the disguise of misfortune, undiw 
which he appearb, doth represent hiiu^ 
He who looks so deformedly and dismally,^ 
who to outward sight is so ul bestead, and 
ao pitifully accoutred, hath latent iu him 
much of admirable beauty and glory. He 
within himself eoiitameih a nature ex- 

cellent; an immortal aoul, and an intelli- 
geift mind, by which he nearly resembleth 
God Idmadf, and is cdinparable to angels: 
he invisibly is owner of endowments, ren- 
dering him capable of the greatest and best 
tlungs. What are money and lands? What 
are silk and Bne linen? What are horses 
and hounds, in comparison to reason, tp 
wisdom, to virtue, to religion, which he 
hath, or (ia despite of all misfortune) he 
may have if he mease ? He whom you be- 
hold «o dejectedly sneaking, in so dCspiciii- 
ble a garb, so destitute of ml convenience 
and comfort (lying in the dust, naked, or 
dad with rags, meagre with hunger or 
pain), he comes of a most high and heaven- 
ly cirtraclion: he was horn a prince, tlie 
son of the ^eatest King eternal; he can 
truly call uie sovereign Lord of all the 
world his father, having derived'' his soul 
from the mouth, baviug had his bodv form- 
ed by tho hands of God himself. (In thi«i, 
The rkk and poor^ aa the Wise IVto saith, 
do meet together ; the Lord is the maker 
of them alh*) That same forlorn wretch, 
whom we are so apt to despise and tram- 
ple u^K>n, was framed and constituted lord 
of the visible world; had all the goodly 
Iwightnesses iKavoii, and all the costly 
fiimitares of earth, created to serve him.*^ 
(Thtm madest hm^ saith the Psalmist of 
man, to hato dotnimon vwr the nmhe of 
thme hands; thou hast put all things undir 
his feet.^) Yea, he was made an inhabi- 
tant of paradise, and posse&sor of felicities 
superlative ; had immortal Ufr and endless 
joy in his hand, did enjoy the entire foktmr 
and friendship of the Most High. Bueh 
in worth of nature and nobleness of tnrth 
he is, as a man ; and highly more CoiiAii* 
derabb he is, as a C^iristian. P^, aa vile 
and cotitimqptible ai» he locks, God hath so 
regm*do<l and prised him, as for bis sake 
to descend from heaven, to clothe himself 
with Besb, to assumo the form of a ww- 
vani; for hisgoodfoundm^keaikduuder* 

I go t he gneatest inconvemencea, infomitiee, 

1 mi 8v •Owwi.as.. 
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v/mhU^ ami disgrades^ the moet f(riev0tis 
trenW^ and xno^t «harp jpaine incident td 
morta] natnre. t)od hath adopted him to 
]be hb chRd $ the Son of God hath deigned 
to call him brother; he is a memh^ of 
Cairist, a of the Holy Ghoat^ a free 
denizen of ae heavenly city, an heir of sal va^ 
tion^ and Cilndidate or etmud glory. The 
greatest and richest persons is not capable 
of better privileges than God hath grant* 
ed him, or of hinber preferments than God 
hath dcrigned him to. He equally «ith 
the mightiest wince is the object or God's 
especial providence and ^ace, of hiscontU 
nnal regard and care, of his fatherly love 
and affection ; irho, as good Elihn saitfa, 
^ceji^th not thr jitenons of princes^ nor re- 
garaeth the tick more thm the poor; for 
they are ail the work of hie Kands,^ In fine , 
this poor creature whom thou seet^t is a 
man, and a Christian, thine equal, whoeier 
thou art, in nature, and thy ]^r in ooudi* 
tion : I say not, in the uncertain and un- 
stable glils of fortune, not in this worldly 
state, which is very inconsiderable; but in 
gifts vastly more precious, in title to an 
estate infhiitely more rich and excellent.’* 
Yea, if thou art vain and pr<>ud, be sober 
and humble ; be is thy better, in true dig- 
nity much to be preferred before thee, far 
in real wealth surpassing thee : for, better 
?e the poor that waUketk in his vprightnese^ 
than he that is perverse in hts mys^ tkovgh 
he he riek,^ 

2. That distinction which thou standest 
u^n, and which seemeth so vast between 
thy poor neighbour and thee, what is it? 
whence did it come? whither tends it? It 
is not anywise natural, or according to pri- 
liiitive design: for as all men are in facul- 
tfes and endowments of nature equal, so 
were they all originally equal in condition, 
ail wealthy and happy, all constituted in a 
most prosnerotts and plentiful estate; all 
things at nrst were proxhiscuously exposed 
to the use and enjoyment of all, every one 
from the common stock assuming as his 
own what he needed. Inequality and pri- 
vate interest in things (together with sick- 
nesses and pains, together with all other 
infelicities and inconvemencies) were the 
'by4>lows of our fall : f sin introduced these 
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degrees and distances ; it devised the names 
of rich and ]Mor; it begot these iwcMW- 
ings and iiK^ures of things; it miged 
those two small pestilent wora, mrtsm and 
iuum^ which have engendered so much 
strife among men, and created so much 
mischief in me world: these preteroatmral 
distinctions were, I say, moded by 4>ur 
&ult, and are in great part fostered and 
maintained thereby ; for were we generally 
80 good, so just, so charitable as we ahould 
be, they could hardly subsist, especially in 
that measure they do4 God indeed (fur 
promoting some good ends, and for pre- 
vention of some im6etiiej&, ant to spring 
from our ill-nature in this our lapsed state ; 
particularly to prevent the strife and dis- 
order which scrambling would cause among 
men, presuming on equal rii|ht and parity 
of force) doth suffer them in some man- 
ner to continue, and enjoins us a contented 
submission to them: but we imstake, if we 
think that natural equality and community 
are in efiect quite taken away ; or that all 
the world is so cantonized among some few, 
that the rest have no bliare therein. No ; 
every man hath still a competent patrimony 
die to him, and a bufScient provision made 
for his tolerable subsistence. God hath 
brought no man hither to be necebsarily 
starved, or pinched with extreme want; 
but halh asbigued to every one a child's 

E ’tion, in some fair way to be obtained 
him, either by legal right, or by hum- 
request, which according to coubcience 
ought to have effect. ( No man, therefore, 
is allowed to detain, or to debtroy su- 
perduoubly, what another man appai^ently 
wants ; but is obliged to impart it to huu ; 
so that rich inou ore indeed but the tn*a- 
burerb, tlie stewards, the caterers of (xud 
for the rest of men, having a strict charge 
to dispense mio every one his meat in due 
season^* and no just privilege to witlihold 
it from auy ; the honour of distribution ib 
conferred on them, as a reward of tlicir 
fidelity and care; the right of enjoyment 
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is r«i8erved to the poor^ as 4 proviaioti for 
their necessity. Thus hath God wisely 
projected, that all hU (ddldrohabhtddlKJth 
eAectually and quietly be provided fbr, and 
that none of thetn should be oppreated with 
penary; so that, as St. Pam hath It, dne 
tnan*» abundance ehaU eufpfy mother imnCe 

mat, that there mof he an equedity:* for 
since no man can etijolr more than he needs, 
and every man shoda have so much as he 
needs, tnere can be really no great in- 
equality among men; the distinction will 
scarce remain otherwhere than in fimcy. 
What the philosopbor said of himself, 
JVhat I hme is so mins, iked it is every 
num'i* is larding to the practice of each 

mau, who is truly and in due measure cba- 
ritabie ; whereby that seemingly enormous t 
discruniaation anuuig men is well mode- 
rated, and the equity of divine Providence 
is vindicated* liut he that ravenously 
grasps for more than he can well use, and 

it fast into his clutches, so that the 
needy in their distresses cannot come by it, 
doth jiervert that equity which God hath 
Ciflabhsbed in things, d^eats his good in- 
tention (so far a& he can), and brings a 
scandal on his pr4)vidonce : and so doing is 
highly both injiunous and impious. 

3, Jt was also (which we should consider) 
c\eu one iiwin end of this difference among 
U8, pernuttttd and ordered by God's jiro- 
vidcnce, that as some men’s industry and 
patience might be exercised by their po- 
verty, so other men by their wealth should 
liave ability of practising justice and clia- 
rity; that so both rich and poor might 
thence become capable of recoinj^enset, 
suitable to the worth of such virtuous per- 
fonnauccs. Wfey art thov rich^ soith St. 
Basil, atid he poor f Surely for this : that 
tkm muyest attain the rermra of henignUy^ 
<wd faithful dtejpeasatian ; and that he way 
be honoured with the f^reat prize of pa* 
tiencf^X God, in makinu thee rich, would 
i)a\e thee to be a double benefactor, not 
only to thy poor neighbor, but also to 
thyself, whilst thou bestowest relief ou him, 
purchasing a reward to thyself. God aj$o 
by this order of things designs, that a cha* 
ritable intercourse should be maintained 
among men, mutually pleasant and bene- 
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ffclal; the rich kindly ol»l%ing the poor, 
and the poor gratefmly serving the rich. 
Wherefore, by neglecstmg these dutiea, we 
unadvisedly cross me good purpose of God 
toward us, depriving ourselves of the ejnef 
advantages our wealth may afford. 

4. We should also do well to comddear, 
that a poor man, even as such, is not to 
be disregarded, and that poverty itself is 
no such contemptible thing as we may be 
prone to inugine. There are consulera- 
tions, which may qualify poverty even to 
dispute the place uith wealth, and to claim 

S reoedenoe to it* If the world vulgarly 
oth account and call the rich man happy, 
a better Author hath pronounced the poor 
man such: Blessed are the poor^^ doth 
march in the van of the beatitudes; and a 
reason gOeth along tberewith, wliich as- 
serteth its right to the place, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven; for that they arc 
not only in an equal capacity as men, but 
in a nearer disposition as poor, to the ac- 
quisition of that blissful state; for that 
{Overly (the mistress of sobriety and ho- 
nest industry, the mother of humility and 
patience, the nurse of all virtue) renders 
men more willing to g<», and more expe- 
dite in the way toward heaven ; by it luso 
we conform to the Son of God himself, the 
heir of eternal majesty, the Sa\iour of the 
world, who for our sake heoamepoor ( h' hfiet 
for our sake became a beggar), 
that ice through his poverty (or Iwggary) 
become ricA:^ he uillir^ly chose, he 
c^oially dignified and sonoti&'d tiiat depth 
of poverty, which we so pi*oudly slight and 
loathe. The greatest jjrinces and poteu- 
tates in the world, ilie most wealthy and 
haughty of us all, but for one poor beggar 
had bf‘en irrecoverably miserable ; to po- 
verty it is, that every one of us doth owe 
aU the possibility there is, all the ho;>es we 
ca.li have, of our salvation :j| and siiall w'o 
then ingratefully requite with it scorn, or 
with pitiless neglect? shall we presume, 
in tho person of any poor man, to abhor 
or contemn the very poor, but most holy 
and most happy Jssus, our Lofd 4Qd Ee>» 
deemer? No; if we wUl do poverty right, 
wc must rather for his dear sake and tn«- 
mory defer an especial respect and venera- 
tion thereto. 

5, Thus a due rcffeclion 04 the poor 
man himself, his nature and stafe, wifi in- 
duce us to succour. But let us ^ao ecdii- 
^idcr him as related unto ourselves ; every 
such person is our near kinsman^ is oxi 
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hi*oth^r, is by indissoluble bands of oog^ 
nation in blood, and sgrcemout in mdurOf 
knit and nmted to ub^ We are all but 
several streams issuing fVom one source, 
several twigs grouting fcom one stock; 
one bhod^^ derived through several chan- 
nels ; one substance^ by miraouloos efficacy 
of the divine benediction multiplied or di- 
lated unto several times and {daces. We 
are ali fashioned acccording to the seine 
original idea, resembling God, gur com- 
mon Father ; wre are all endowed with the 
same faculties, inclinations, and afflictions ; 
we all ooimire in the same essential in- 
gredienis ot our constitutioa, and in the 
more notable adjuncts thereof ; it is only 
some inoonsiderable accidents (such as age, 

§ !ace, ffgure, stature, colour, garb) which 
iversify and distinguish us; in which, ac- 
cording to successions of time and chance, 
we commonly no less differ iboni ourselves 
than we do at present from them : so that 
in effect axtd reasonable esteem, every man 
is not only our brother, but (as Aristotle 
saitb of a*friend) dAAaf »yrb, mother one's 
sdf; is not only our most lively image, but 
in a manner our very substance, anotht^ 
ourself under a small variation of j^eseni 
circumstances : the most of distinctiou be- 
tween us and our poor neighbour consists 
in exterior show, in moveable attire, in 
casual appendages to the nature of man ; 
so that really when we use him well, we 
are kind to ourselves ; when we yield him 
courteous regard, we bear respect to our 
own uaiurc; when we feed and comfort 
him, we do sustain and cherish a member 
of our own body.* But when w^e are cruel 
or har'sh to him, wc abuse ourseJ\es ; nhon 
we Hcoru him, we lay disparagement and 
dbgraee on mankind itself; when we with- 
hold succour or sustenance from him, we 
do, as the prophet speaketh, hide ourselves 
from oar om fiesh;^ we starve a pm*t of 
our own body, and wither a branch of our 
stock ; immoderate seidshness so blindeth 
us, that we ovenee and forget ourseJViu*/: 
it is in this, as it is in other good 
true, what the Wise Man saitb, The merei- 
fttf man €hefh gmd to om. sovt , hut he 
tAtJtf is cruel trouhkth his owufiesh.^ 
t?. Further, a* the poor man is so neaidy 
allied to us by soidety of common nature, 
so is ho more strictly joined to tis by tlu* 

* Vemo 0^1 In humano, out nna dil<H?tiu. etsi 
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bands of spiritual ooiisanguinif \ . All Cb^ls- 
tians (high and low, rich and poor) are 
children m the same heavenly Father, spring 
from the same inoorruptible seed, are re- 
enerated to the same lively hope, are co- 
etrs of the same heavenly inVntanco; 
are all members of one body (’niemAers, 
saitb St. Paul, one of mother)^ and ani- 
mated by one holy Spirit : which relaiicm, 
as it is the most noble and most close that 
can be, so it should breed the greatest 
endearments, and should express itself in 
c(»rre^Adent effects it should render us 
full os affection and syti]|)athy one toward 
another ; it should make us to tender the 
needs, and feel the sufferings of any Chris- 
tian as our own ; it should dispose us freely 
to communicate whatever we have, how 
precious soever, to any of our Iwethren ; 
this holy friendfi^p should establish a cha- 
ritable equality and community among us, 
both m point of honour and of estate : for 
sinee all things considerable 4tre common 
unto us, since we are all purchased and 
puriffed by the same precious bioo4i, since 
we all partake of the same precious faith, 
of the same high calling, of tlie s*une ho^ 
nourable privileges, of the same glorious 
promises and h<^s; since we uil have the 
same Lord and Saviour ; why should these 
secular trifles be so private aud particn- 
iar among us ? Why should not ho huge 
a parity in those only valuable tlfmgs not 
w'holly (I say, not in worldly state or out- 
ward appearance, such as the prt‘i.ervation 
of order in secular affairv r<*<jnireth, but) 
in cnir opinion and affection extiugui'^h that 
tsliglit distinction of rudi and poor^^* in (‘on- 
cernments temporal ? How can we slight 
so noble, so great a personage ab a Chi is- 
tlan, for n anting a Iiille dross ? How can 
we dc em ourselves much his superior, u[ion 
Bp })cdty an advantage, for having that, 
which is not worth speaking or thinking of, 
in comparison to wliat he enjoyeth ? Otir 
Lord himself is not ashamed to call the 
least among us his brother and Lib ftimd : 
and sliall we then disdidn to yield to su< li 
an one the regard and treatment suitable 
to such a quality?” Shall we not honour 
any brother of our Lord ? Shall we not be 
civil and kind to any friend of his ? If wc 
do not, bow can we pretend to beai* any 
true respect or affection unto himself? It 
is his express precept, that the (^iaiest 
among us sliould, in imitation of Iur most 
humble and chaintable self, be reauiy to 
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starve the inmiiest;^ aiid that we Aoald in 
hoatmr prefer one another^ and in kmsUHem 
of minfi eeteem othtars b^er tkm^nirseheif 
ap«)aU)Heal ralf«, extendlng^ittdiiSTeat- 
ly to rieli aud poor^ which are plalnij 
iiitftd by diBrefiarding the poor. Yea, this 
rclatiuti fthould, aceordittg* to Bt« Joho’a 
ihtctrine, dispose m not only iGreidy to iui- 
part thete temporal jijoods, but even, if oe- 
oaeion be, u illingly to expose our very livesi 
for our brethren: Hereby (aaith he) tre 
parehe the lave of God^ hemU9e he hid 
doom ki$ life far m ; and m oug^ht to hy 
flovm our lives for (ntr brethren.^ How 
p really, then, are they deficient from their 
duty, how little Jn truth are they Chrii». 
tidns, who ai*e unwilling to part with the 
very sniJcrHuities and exeromeuts of their 
fortune for the relief of a poor Chrifc^tian 1 
Thus coiiKiilering our brother, may breed 
in lib cYmntable di<»position8 towaH Idm, 
and induce ua to the practice of these du* 
ties. 

Ath Keudof Dtseour^e. — Morcoicr, if 
we reflect ujion ourselves, ami consider 
eitlur our naiuiv, or our state here, wo 
cannot but obaen e many sti‘ong engage* 
nionts to the same practice. 

1, The very constitution, frame, aud tem- 
per of uur nature, dh^eoteth and iuclinotii 
us thereto; whence, by observing those 
duties, we observe our own nature, we 
improve it, we ad\ance it to the best |»ois 
fcction it is capable of; byuo^ectitigthein, 
we thwart, we iinpau , we d3»aso Uie same 
—/we#* nohtri pars optum sensus;^ the best 
of our natural iiiclliidtions (those sacred 
relics of image originally stamped 

on our minds; do sensibly prompt, andit- 
hcwieidly m*ge us to mercy and pity: the 
very same bowels, which in our own want 
«lo b\ a lively vense of pain inform us there- 
of, and instigate us to provide for its relief, 
do a ho uri<*vouhly resent the distresses of 
anotlicp, atlmonisldiig m> thereby, and pro- 
voking us to vield him succour.* Suoh is 
th(‘ natural sjmiMithy between men ^discer- 
nible in all, but appearing most vigorous 
in the be^t iiaiurcb), that we cannot seu, 
<*aiinot hear of, con hardi} imagine 
the Calamities of other men, without being 
somewhat disturbed and atllictcd owselves. 
As also nature, to tlie acts requisite to- 
ward preservation of oiir life, hath annexed 
a sensible pleasure, forcibly enticing us to 
the performanec of i hem ; so hathshc made 
the commumcilMon of beiu^dls to others to 
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he accompanied with a very delicious tclish 
upon the mind of him that faxmUscs it; 
nothing indeed eariyiag with it a more pure 
aud savoury delight than beneficence. A 
man may be virtuously voluptuous, and a 
laudable epicure, by doing imich good ; for 
to receive ^;oo<l, even in the judgment of 
Epicurus himself (tlie peat patron of plea- 
sure), is nowisp so pleasant as to do itif 
God and nature, therefore, within us do 
solicit the poor luan^s case; even our own 
ease and satisfaction demand from us com- 
passion and kindness towards him ; by cx- 
pivdsingthem, wc hem*ken to nature * h wise 
disciplines, and comply with her kindly 
instincts: we cherish good humour, and 
sweotrn our complexion ; so ennobling our 
nunds, we beoonio not only more like to 
Gotl, but more perfectly men; by theeon- 
tWQ*) practice, we relkd agauist the Jawx, 
and pervert the due course of our nature ; 
we do weaken, cormpi, aud stifle tliat 
which is best in us ; we harden and stu-^ 
mfy our soulh ; so monstrously degenerating 
from the peifection of our^ kind and be- 
coming rather hlcc savage beasts than so- 
ciable men ; yea, suiutwiiat w*orse perhaps 
than many Ijeasts; for commonly brutea 
will combine to the succour of one another, 
they will defend aud ludp those of the same 
kind. 


2. And if the sensitive part within us 
doth suggest so much, the ralknial dictates 
morn unto us: tliat heaveul} faculty, hav- 
ing capodties so wide, and so mighty ener- 
gies, wa^ surely created to starve mean 
or narrow designs ; it was not given to 
scrape eternally hi earth, or to amass heaps 
of cLiy for private enjoyment ; for the scr- 
liee of one puisne creature, for the suste- 
nantHf or satisfaction of a single carcass: 
it is much below an intelHjj^ut pc>r««on to 
weary hiuiself with senile toils. and distract 
Lis mind with imioble care'i, for coiicerp- 
nieiits so low and scanty : but to regard and 
pursue tiic common good of men ; to dis. 
peuse, advise, aud aid, where n*^ed requires ; 
to diffuse its virtue all about in benednal 
effects ; tht»»e are operations worthy of reo- 
son, these arc* employmonts congruous mo 
tlie native cxceDcm*y of that divine power 
implanted in us; Ku(di j[)erforiuanrOB de- 
clare iudeed what a man Is, whence he 
sprang, and w lather he tends. 

3. Fiu'ther, examining ourselves, may 
also observe, that we are in reahtv, wtiat 
our ptjor neighbour appears to he, m many 
respects no less indigent sndhKqkofont than 
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he : we no lc»j, yea far more, for our sub- 
fiiijtencc depend upon tVie arbitrary bounty 
of* another) than ne seemetb to rely upon 
ours. We as defectible creatures do con- 
tinually want support ; we as grievous sin- 
ners do always need mercy ; evm moment 
*we are contracting huge debts, mr beyond 
our ability to discharge ; debts of mtitudu 
for benefits received, debts of guut for of- 
fences committed ; we therefore perpetually 
stand obliged to be craving for mercy and 
relief at the gates of heaven. We all, from 
prince to peasant, live merely upon alms, 
and are most really in condition beggars : 
td pra^ always, is a duty incumbent on us 
from the condition of our nature, as well 
aa by the command of God. Such a like- 
ness in state should therefore dispose us to 
succour Our fellou s, and, Ui«» 

to lewl mercy to God, who 
need mercy from him' as the good Father 
speaketh. We should, os the apostle ad- 
vises and argues, rmemher them that are 
in bonds, as hound with them; and them 
wfdeh svffet adeersity, as h&n^ oursehes 
also in the body as being companbms in 
niHseshit}, or subject to tlie like distress. 
If we <iaily receive mercy and relief, yet, 
unmindful of our obligation to (»od, refuse 
them to others, shall we not deserve to 
hear that dreadful exprobration, O thm 
wiched servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou desiredst me ; shouldst not thou ' 
also )tave had compassion on thy fellow-ser- 
rant, even as I had pity on thee'* 

4. The CTeat incertainty and instability 
of our condition doth also require our con- 
sideration/ We. that now fioiirisb in a fair 
and full estate, may soon be in fhe case of 
that poor creature who now sues for our 
relief ; we, that this day enjoy the wealth 
of Job, may the morrow iu‘ed his patience: 
there are Sabean^., which may come, and 
drive away our cattle; there are tempests 
which may arise, and smite down our houses 
there is a fire of God, which may fall from 
heaven, and consume our substance ; -.J a 
messenger of all these mischiefs may, for 
all we know, be presently at our doors; it 
happened so to a better man than we, as 
unexpectedly, and with as small ground to 
foai* it, as it can arrive to us: all our wealth 
h> surrounded with dangers, and exposed 
to casnahies innumeralde ; violence may 
snatch ii from us, treachery may cheat us 
of it ; mischance may sense thereon, a se- 
er c t moth may devour it ; the wisdom of 
Providence for our trial, or its justice for 
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our punishment, may bereave us thereof ; 
its own light and fluid nature (if no other 
accouutame causes were apparent) might 
eashy serve to waft it from ua; for Miches 
(saith the Wise Mm) make themseloes wings 
(the)', it seems, do need no help for that) 
andfy anvay Uke as an eagle toward hea^ 
cen;^ that is, of their own accord they do 
swiftly convey themselves away, out of our 
sight, and beyond our reach ; they are but 
wind ; What profit (says the Preacher) ludh 
he that laboureth for the windf'* For wind; 
that is, forathingwhichcan nowise be fixed 
or settled in one corner; which, therefore, 
it is a vanity to conceive ilmt we can surely 
appropriate, or long retain. How then can 
we flunk to stand firm upon a place so slip- 
pery? how can we budd any confidence on 
a bottom so loose and brittfe ? how can we 
hiiffer our minds to be swelled up like bub- 
bles with vain conceit, bj the breath of such 
things, more fleeting and v(TtigiuouH than 
any air? against tlie prceopls of the wi'i.est 
and best men: If rimes increase, saith tb(‘ 
Psalmist, set not your heart on them. Wilt 
thou set thine eyes upon that which i\ m>t 
saith tile Wise Man (tliat is, wilt th<m le- 
gord that which is so transit orv and evaiud, 
that it hardly may be deemed real; which 
we can search look on, before it is gone?) 
And, Charge them (saith St. Paul) that are 
rich in this world, that they be not high-^ 
minded, nor trust in uncertain rtthes (•«'! 
!rx«we» •iuAoTfjTi, in the obscurity, or in- 
evidencp of riches; things, which wc can 
never plainly discern how long we shall 
keep them, how much we can enjov them :) 
whatsliould moke u« unwilling, with cei- 
tain advantages to ourselves, frctly to let 
that go, which presently w ithout our leave 
may forsake us ? How can wc reasonably 
judge our luse much different from tliat of 
the jjoorest bod) , whenas in a trice we may 
perhaps cliange plates and persons; when, 
the scene turning, ho may be adv aneed unto 
our wealth, wc may be depressed into his 
want?t Since every age jieldeth instances 
of some ("rtesus, stmie Pol} crates, some 
Pompey, some Job, some Ncbuchodonosor, 
who within a small com^iass of time doth 
appear to all men the object both of admi- 
ration and pity, is to the less wise the mark 
both of envy and scorn ;t seeing every day 
presenteth unexpected vicissitudes, the sea 
of human affairs continually ebbing and 
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fliwittg, now rolling on th», ni>w on the 
other «fhore, it» rootless wavie& of ^ofit and 
credit ; since e^oeiallv there » n God, tvho 
arbitrarily disposeth tmngs^and with a turn 
ofhishand changeth the state of inen; who, 
as the Scripture aaith, maketh rich md 
poor^ bringeth low arid vpf powreth 
contempt upm princes i raised the poor oiU 
of the dust^ and iifteth the beggar from the 
duughiUy to set them among princes^ md 
to make them inherit the throne of glory 
seeing, 1 say, apparently such is w oon* 
dition of tmngs here, that we niay soon 
need his pity and help, who now requestetb 
ours, why should we not be very ready to 
adbrd them to him ? why should we not 
gladly embrace our opportunity, and use 
our turn well ; heooming aforeband with 
others, and preventing their reciprocal con- 
tempt or neglect of us hereafter? ('ttst thy 
bread upon the waters ; for thou rhatt find 
it after many days, Gice a portion to seoen^ 
and oho unto eight; for thou knawestnot 
what evil shall he upon the earth;* tliat is, 
considering the inc(»ustaney and uncertainty 
of aftairs h**re, and what ailversity may be- 
fall thee, be liberal upon all ociUtsions, and 
tbrm shalt (even a good uhile after) iind 
returns of thy liberality upon thee; so tlie 
Wise Man advises, and so wisdom certainly 
dictates tiiat we should do. 

h, A lid equity doth exact no less; for 
u'ere any of us in the needy man*H plight 
(as easily we may be reduced thereto), we 
should believe our cjuie deserved commise- 
ration; wo should importuimtely demand 
relief ; we tthould he gi*ievously disi>leased 
at a repulse; we should apprehend our- 
sehes very hardly dealt with, and sadly 
we should complain of inhumanity and 
cruelty, if succour were refused to us. In 
all eijuilv, therefore, we should be apt to 
minister the same to others; for nothing 
c*au be more nureasonahlt^ or unjust, than 
to require or expect that from another, 
which iu a Hke ease ue are uuuilliug to 
render unto him;* it is a plain deviation 
from that fundamental rule, which is the 
hose of all justice, and vu*tually the sum, 
as our Saviour telleth ns, of whatever is 
prescribed us; All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to yon^ do yc even 
so to them^ fie* this is t/w Law and the 
Prophets.* 1 add, (hat upon these consi- 
derations, by unmerciful dealing we put 
ourselves into a very bad and ticklish c<m- 
dition, w holly depending upon tlie constancy 
of that which is most inconstant ; so that if 
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our fortune do fail, we can neither reason- 
ably hope for, nor justly pretend to, any 
relief or comfort from others: He Ait 
doeth good turns is mndfid of thai whifih 
may come hereaftori and when he faUdlh^ 
he shall find a stay.** 

6. We should also remember concerning 
ourselves, that we are mortal and frail. 
Were we immortal, or could we probably 
retain our possessions for ever in otur hands; 
yea, cfiuld we fbresoe some definite space 
of time, considerably long, in which we 
might assuredly eqjoy our stores, it might 
seem somewhat excusaldc to scranc liard, 
and to hold &st ; to do so might look like 
rational providence : but since riches are 
not for erer, nor doth the ertrm endure to 
all generations f as the Wise Man speaketli; 

I since they must infallibly \m soon left, and 
there is no cerlaiiity of keeping them for 
any time, it is very unaccouutaGic why wo 
should so greedily seek them, and hug 
them so fondly. The rich man (saith St- 
James) as the flower of the shall pass 

away,‘^ it is his special do<uu to fade away 
Sttddenljf; it is obvious why in many re- 
siiects he is smiicwliat more than others 
obnoxious to the fatal stroke, and u^»ou 
special accounts of justu^e bo may hi iur- 
ther more exposed thereto ; eonsiderlug 
the case of die rich fool in the Gospel, vie 
may easily discern them ; we should reckon, 
that it may happen to us as it did there 
to liim ; that after we have reared gi'eat 
barns, and sttfred ttfi Miu‘h goods for itumy 
yeots^ oiu* sold this very night iiiav ho re- 
quired of its : ^ however, if it he uncertain 
when, it is m<».st certain, tliat after a very 
short time oiu‘ thread will ho spun out ; 
then shall w'e be rilled, and (|uile strip! of 
oil ; becoming stark -naked, a* when we 
came into tlie world W'e .shall not carry 
witli us one grain of our glisUring inetal.s, 
or one rag of our gaudj stiift* ; our htatcly 
bouses, our fine gardens, and i>iu‘ spachms 
walks, must all be exchanged for a close 
hole under ground ; w e mu.^t for ever Hd 
farewell to our poiujis and iiiagnificeuces, 
to our feasts and jollities, to our sports 
and pastimes not one of all our numerous 
and splendid retinue, no companion of our 
pleasure, no admirer of our fortune, no 
flattevor of ouv vices, can wait upon us ; 
desolate and unattended we must go down 
to the cliambers of darkness: tlieu shall 
we find that to die rich, as lueu are wont 
improperly to speak, is really to die most 
poor ; that to have carefully kept our 
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mnney, is to have lost it utterly ; that by 
leaving much^ ifrc do indeed leave worse 
than nothi^: to have been wealthy, if we 
liave been illiberal and unmerciful, will be 
no advantage or satihfactlon to ua after 
are gone hence ; yea, it will be the cause 
of Imge damage and bitter regret unto us. 
All our treasures will not procure us any 
favour, or jiurcliase one advocate for us, in 
that impartial world ; yea, it $h^l be they 
which will there prosecute us with clamo- 
rous accusations, will boar sore testimony 

S st ufr f The nut of them, saith 8t. James, 
be a vdtnesi a^oiiist us, Mguif^ing our 
unjust or uncharitable detention of tlicm), 
will obtain a most heavy sentonoe upfjn ns 
they will render our audit more difficult, 
and inilame our reckoning ; they wll ag- 
gravate the guilt of our sins with imputa- 
tions of unfaithfulness and ingratitude ; so 
with their load they will p*ebS us deeper 
into jKTditiou : to omit, that haying &o ill 
managed them, we sliall lea\e them behind 
us as marks of oblo([uy, and monuments of 
infamy upon our memories for ordinarily 
of such a rich person it is true that Job 
says of him, Men shall elap their haau^s at 
him^ md sJuxU hm him out of his places^ 
like one w1k» departs fironi nif this stage, 
after having very ill acted his part. Is it 
not, thpre*fore, xnfimti ly better to prevent 
this being neoessarily and unprofiiably de- 
prived of our goods, by seasonably disposing 
them so as may conduce to our beuent, aiul 
ottr comfort, and our honour;* being very 
indiffitrent and unconcerned in our affection 
toward them 5 modest and humble in our 
oonceita about them ; moderate and sol>er 
in our enjoyments of them ; contented upon 
any roascmable occtision to lo^ or leave 
thetn ; and especially most ready to dispense 
them in that beht way, which God bath 
rescribed, according to the exigencies of 
umanity and charity ? By tbu*^ ordering 
our riches, we shall rend^ them bcneiils 
and blessings to us 5*^ wo shall by thtJi 
procure sore friendship and favour, great 
worship and respect in the other world; 
having so lived (in tlie exercise of bounty 
and mercy), we sliall truly die rich, and in 
effect carry all our goods along with us, 
or rather we have thereby sent them be- 
fore us; having, like wisi* merchants, trans- 
mitted and drawn them by a most safe 
conveyance into our country and home ; 
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I where infallibly wo shall find them, and 
with eierlasting content ei\joy them. Eo 
I considering ourselves, and our state, will 
dispose us to the practice of these duties. 

dth Head of Duemrse,^ Turthermore, 
if we eontemplatc our weultli itself, we may 
theiein detcry great motives to bounty. 

1 . Thus to employ our riches is really 
the best use they are eapablo of ; not only 
tlie m(>st innocent, most worthy, most plau- 
sible, hut the most saf(^, mo<«t pleasant, miist 
advantageous, and (.*onse(piently iu re- 
jects most prudent way of disposing tliem. 
To keep them close without using or en- 
joying them at all, is a most sottish extni- 
vaganee, or a strange kind of madness ; a 
man thence affecting to he rich quite ini- 
|»overish<dh himself, oispo*- sesseth luinself t»f 
all, an/i alienateth from himself hiA estate if 
his gold is no more his than when it wa> in 
the Indies, or laj hid iu the mines - his corn 
is no more his than if it stood growing in 
Arabia or (liina; ho is no inoie owner of 
his lands than he is master of JonmK m, or 
Grand Cairo: for what diflbnnec is thu( , 
whether distance ot j lace, or bast m* s of 
mind, sever things fioin him? whether liis 
own heart, or another man’s hand, detiun 
thorn from hia use ? whether be hath flu 111 
not at jiR, or hath them to nopurpo'^e? 
whether one is a beggar out of notessitj <ir 
by choice? is pre>sed to want, or a \oluu- 
toer thereto? Such an one nia> fancy him- 
self rich, and others as w ise as himself nuiy 
repute him so; but to distracted pcr-.oris 
to thoinscHcs, and to one another, do set ni 
great princes, and st}le themselves such; 
with as much reason almost ho might prt - 
tend to be wise, or to be good. Riches are 
things whote nature consists in 
usefulness ;} abstract that, they bectmie u<»- 
thing, things of no consideration or value ; 
he tW hath them is no moro coneeriuHl in 
them than he that hatli them not : it is tlu* 
art and skill to use affiuenoe of things w isely 
and nobly, which makes it wealth, and (s>m* 
stitules him rich that hath it; trtherwi&e 
the chests may be crammed, and the barns 
stuffed full, wliile the man is miserabiy por»r 
and beggarly : || it h in this sen*ie true w hu Ii 
the Wise Man sa^s, There u that mukdh 
hintself rich^ yet hath But tlu* 

verylmving riches (will such a man «ay) is 
matter of reputation ; men do esteem and 
h<»iour him that hath them* IVue, if ho 
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Ldow*^ hciw, and hath the* mind to twe them 
w-ell: otherwise all the credit tljey yield 
consists in making their maatf^r ridiculous 
to wise men, and infamous among all men. 
But, putting case that any tdiould be 
foolish as to respect us merely for seeming 
1 ich, a hy should we aoconunodate our prac- 
tice to their vain ofdmon, or be base our- 
selves, because others arc not wise ? But 
however (may he say again), it is a pleasant 
thing to see them ; a heap of gold h the 
most h»vcJy sspectacle that one can behold ; 
it does a man’s heart good to view an abun- 
d<in< 0 of good things about him. h''or tiiis 
])ie.i, indeed, he hath a good author: this, 
it sltouid seem, w'as all tiie benefit theWise 
Man ol>S(*r\ed in them, accruing to such 
persons: li7«i^ good (saiib he^ is there to 
the OK tins thereof y saving the beholflitig of 
thim unth their eyes'^'^ But if tins l»e all 
they an* uood for. it is, one would think, 
a nry slim benefit they afford, little able 
to l>Hiance tin* pain and care reiiiiisite to 
the .u ipust and custody of them ; a benefit 
inde<Ml not proper to tin* possesMir; for any 
ont ina) look on tliem as w'ell as be^ or on 
tlie like; any i*nc at pleasure may enjoy 
bi tter sights : ail the ri(*bts and ornamontH 
of nature, the ghinous splendours of In a- 
ven, and the sw eet beauties of tin field, 
ai*(» c\.pos<*d to common view j the cU<»icosi 
uiagmti^cnces and gallantries of the world 
do stinliouslj present themselves to eiery 
man's eye; these in part every man truly 
may ap]tropriatc to himself ; and hy imagi- 
nation any man can as well take all that he 
JIM’S for his own, as the tenacious miser 
doth fancy bis dear jielf lo be his. 

But mine heir (perhaps he wdll further 
say) will Uiank me, will praise me, will 
bless me for igy great care and pro\idenee. 
If ho doth, what is that to thee ? Nothing 
of that will concern thee, or can reach thee ; 
thou siulf not hear what he says, or ft el any 
g<»od from what ho does : and most probably 
thou ai*t mistaken in thy opinion concerning 
him ; ;is thou knowest not ic/m he shall bo 
that shall gather Kill thou hcapest vp, or 
shall rule over all thy labour ( mhether he 
shall he a icise ^nan or a fool^ a kinsman 
or a stranger, a friend (♦r a fw), so thou 
oan;>t as little guess what he will think or 
sa) : if ho hath wit, he nuiy sweetly laugh 
at thee for tliy fend wisdom; if he liath 
none, his comn^endations will little adorn 
thy memory; he will to thy disgrace spend 
what thou leavest, a« vaituy as thou didst 
got or keep it. Put (this to be sure he will 
in the cud say for him&clf ) nioni*y is a good 
reserve agoiiist neecfcswy o^ casions, (»r bad 
•s EseleS. V. n« • l*asl. t ♦ aotles. u. IS. 


times that may come ; against the time of old 
a^e, of sickness, of adversity ; it is the surest 
friend a man can have in such cases, w hich, 
when all fails, will be ready to help him: 
The rxeh man's wealth is hts strong cUy;^ 
the Wise Man, he thinks, never spake more 
wisely; he tliercfore will not dismantle Aia 
fortress, but will keep it well stored, letting 
therefore his wealth lie dead and useless 
by him* But (to let pass now the protoe 
infidelity of this plea, excluding all hope in 
God, and substituting our providence in 
the room of his) what a folly is it tlius to 
anticipate evil, and to create to ourselves 
a present ailversity from a suspicion of one 
future; to pinch ourselves now, lost we 
should suffer hereafter; to pine to-day, 
becausi* we can imagine it jiossible that we 
may «tanc to-morrow ; to forego <‘ertaun 
occasions of enjoying oui* goodh, for that 
perchance the like occasions may hapfieu 
one day, we know nut when ; not to use 
things now, when reation bids us, bocause 
they may be useful at another time! Not 
considering also, that many iolervenient 
accidents, more probably tlian a moderate 
and handkoroe use of our wealth, may crop 
the cxcreseenoea thereof. 

2. But setting aside these absurd excuses 
of penuriousuci^v, wo may consider, iliat, 
secluding the good use of tliein in bene* 
fieence, riches are very impertinent, very 
eumherbome, very danger <»us, scry mis- 
oiiievous things; cither superfluous tojs, 
or troublesome digs, or treacherous snai’es, 
or ralher all these in combination, produc- 
tive of trouble, sorrow, and sm. A small 
pittauee will and must sutBce, to all rea- 
sonable purposes, to sathf) our nei*cssitn*s, 
to procure coineiiienees, to >idd innocent 
delight and com* : our nature doth not re- 
quire, nor can liearmuch: (Take heed and 
Itwiie if covetousmss^ boith our L<»rd; 
for a man's life consUteth not iu the almn* 
dtauae of the things which he posmsetk; 
that itf, a man nia) live well wltliout it:) 
all the rest, getting bem flee nee apart, can 
only serve vanity or\lce,wili make us really 
fouls or slates.* (They that mil he nVA, 
saith the apostle, full into tempiaHon ana 
a mare^ am into mmy foolish and hwrtfnl 
lusts^ which drown men in desfnuttion and 
perdition,^) Tfleypuff up our minds with 
\iun and falK> i onoeits ; uiakiug us, as if we 
wore iu a dream or phnnxy, to take our** 
seKes for other persons, more great, more 
wise, more good, more nap|»ytf*»u we are; 

* ('rn*oriti eyiffiM denutoHs unit « trim 
nUt aliiitiiiktiH liuntsui M* . qviihluidi 

e\tt» ioui>uil<KMtur. uon ailUiN, kikotstur.-h 

inn rm l/tlv U. 

^ ITtov. X, U 1* Lukv I Tim, tk 0,0. 



m THE DUTY AND REWARD OF [seftHON xxxL 


for constantly, as the Wise Man observed, 
The nek itum wiie in hu oum conceit; 
Great men are not alwayz wm,^ And Agar 
thus intimates in his prayer, Eenme firr 
from me vanity and lies; give me neither 
poverty nor nchesJ They render us in- 
sensible and forgetful of God, of ourselves, 
of piety and virtue, of all that is good and 
worthy of ua; (Lest 1 he fulf^ said that 
good man again, assigning a reason why he 
deprecated being rich, and deny thee^ mid 
say^ Wio is the Zord^^) they shallow up 
our Ihoughts, our alfectious, our endea- 
vours, our time and leisure, possessing our 
hearts with a doting love unto tbein (ex- 
cluding other good affections), distracting 
our minds with anxious cares about them 
(choking other good thoughts), encumber- 
ing all our life with business about them 
(inconsistent w ith due attention to our other 
more eight) and necessary concernments), 
filling our heads with siTSplcions and fears, 
inerclug our hearts with troubles and sor- 
rows;* tliey immerse our souls in all the 
follies of pride, m all the filths of luxury, 
in all the inisthitfs emergent from sloth 
and stupidity ; the) are the root of all evils'^ 
unto us, and the greatest obstructions of 
our true liappmess, rendering salvation 
almost impossible, and heaven In a man- 
ner inaccessible to us ; so that to be rich 
(if severed from a sober mind, and a free 
heart) is a great disease, and the source of 
many grievous distempers both of body and 
mind ; from which ue cannot well other- 
wise secure or rescue ourselves, than by 
liberally spending them in works of bounty 
and mercy:* so shall we ease ourselves 
of the burdens, so shall we elude the temp- 
tations, so shall we aliandon the vices, and 
so shall we escape all the sad mischiefs 
incident to them: thus to use wealth shall 
turn it into a convc nienoo, and an orna- 
meut of our lives, into a considerable bless- 
ing, ati4 a giN>und of much comfort to us. 
nxclttding this use of wcaltli, or abstract ^ 
ing a capacity of doing good therowith, 
nothing^ ts more pitiful and despicable than 
it ; it is but iiae the load or the trap- 1 
pings of an ass; a wise man ou thast con- 
dition wbuid not choose it, or endure to be 
pestered with it; but would serve it as 
those philosophers did, who flung it away, 
that it might not distil their contempla- 
tions : "tis the power it affords of beneflting ! 
men, which only can season and ingratiate 
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it to the relish of such a person : otherwise 
it is evidently true, which the Wise Man 
affirms, IVov. xv. Jfl — Betttr is a little 
with the fear of the Lord^ them great trea-* 
swre^ and tromle therewith* 

3* Again ; we may consider, that to dis- 
pense our wealth liberally is the liest way 
to preserve it, and to continue masters 
thereof ; what we give is not throw n awa) , 
but saved from danger :t while we detain 
it at home (as it seems to ns) it really is 
abroad, and at adventures; it is out at 
sea, sailing perilously in storms, near rocks 
and shelves, amongst pirates ; nor can it 
ever be safe, till it is brought into this poK, 
or ensured tliis way; when we June be- 
stowed it on the poor, then we ba\e lodged 
it in unquestionable safety; in a plat^e 
where no rapine, no deceit, no rnihhap, no 
corruption, can ever by any means come at 
it-t All our doors and bars, all our fortes 
and guards, all ihe circMuiispfclion and 
vigilant^ we can use, are no dcteiice or 
security at all in comparison to this dis- 
posal thereof : the poor man s stnmaeli is a 
granary for our com, which neier can be 
exhausted ; the poor man’s back is a wai <1- 
robe for our clothes, which iievtr can be 
pillaged ; the poor man’s pocket is a b.in]i 
for our money, whicli never can disapj»oint 
or deceive us ; all the rich traders in tJie 
world may deca) and break ; but the ]>oor 
man can never fail, except God huusilf 
turn bankrupt; for what we give to Ibc 
poor, we deliver and intrust in his hands, 
out of which no force can w ring it , no cratt 
can fllcb it; it is laid u]> in heaven, whi- 
ther no thief can climb, where no moth 
or rust do abide. In despite of all tlie 
fortune, of all the might, of all the malici* 
in the world, the liberal man will c\er lie 
rich; for God’s providence h his estate; 
God’s wisdom and power arc his defciKv; 
God’s love and favour are his reward; 
God's word is his assuraiu'e: who hath 
said it, that he whkh givetb to the poor 
shtdl mt lackj’^ no vitnssitude therefore of 
tiling can surprise him, or And lihn un- 
furnished ; no disaster can impovcrisli him ; 
no adversity cop overwhehii him ; he hath 
a certain reserve against all tiyies and oc- 

fvm }mrikeie^ mAXm uAttot yiM 

xmi v p 2% 

t 9ttm fJMkhn U ^htnJuSat, 

vSt* Xifyutrm 4 fUfiijMvsf riit nrup Vf rat rj»if ript - 

vSe Sntm§*t0tTtu, 04 TOP ttotfAop 

0OU Kiiffrmtt K0i tiMtHuf mm nmt^ecpTouf Motmoufyttft xou 
- Cbrys toiu \ Oitti 61 

Molti<t«nen, et •wneun omnitnodo IpMuii 

vdbii insiivii ddlicinrom ndo psupt r1- 

buH n^ittiorufii $» tail mado In ufcloatibus iotiMuirvs 
tutiita cvuSidtrunt -if an tn 121 

^ rrav. 27. 



305 


BOUNTY TO THE POOR. 


81 . 11 M 01 V XXXX.J 

visions : he that demcik liberal things^ by 
Hberalihings %hall he stand Halth tlicpro* 
l>he1. But, on the other hniid, being nig- 
gardly is the likeliest oourse we can take 
to lose our wealth and estate ; we thereby 
ex^se them to danger, and leave them 
defenoeless ; we subject them to the en- 
vious eye, to the «landeroiu tongue^ to the 
ravenous and insidious hand; we ^^rive 
them of divine protection, which if it be 
away, the ioatckman waheth but in vain we 
provoke God irrecoverably to take it from 
us, as he did the talent from that unpro- 
iitziblc servant, who did not use it well, 
We do indeed thereby yield God just cause 
of war and enmity against us; which being, 
omnia dot qui jasta negati we do forfeit 
all to divine justice, by denying that por- 
tion which behmgs to him, and which he 
<daiins, ('an W'e ho]>e to Ih e in quiet pos- 
session of any tiling, if we refuse to pay 
our due tributes and taxes imposed upon 
us by our almighty Sovereign; if we li\e 
in such reb<‘J!ion against his authority, such 
\ iolation of his right, such diffidence to his 
word? No: Jlc t/iat trveteth in hie riches 
shall falli hut the nghfeous shaft Jftmish 
a\ a branch:’' such is the diffcrcuce be 
tw ecu the <*o\ ctous and the liberal, in point 
of seciuily and success concerning their 
estate, 

n according to the human and ordi- 
nary way of esteeming things (abstraoting 
fiom the ‘tpeeial providence of (jrod), the 
liberal perMin hath, in consequence of his 
bounty, more n al st^curity for bis wTidth, 
than this world hath any other: he thereby 
gets an interest in the gratitude and affei** 
tion of those wdiom he ohligeth, together 
with the good-will and msjiefd of all men 
who are spectator** of his >ii*tuous and ge- , 
nerous dealing: the hearts and memories 
of men arc repositories to him of a treasure, 
w hich nothing can extort from him, or de- j 
traiwl him of. If any mischauce should i 
arri>e, or any want come uoar him, all 
men would be ready to commi^irate hiiu, 
e\ery man would hasten to his succour, 
\s wdieii a haughty, a greedy, or agripplc 
man do fall into calamity or disgrace, scarce 
any one regardeth or pitieth him : fortune, 
desorting such » person, carries all with it, 
few or none stick to him ; his most zealous 
tlatterors are commonly the first tliat for- 
sake him ;• contempt and neglect are tlic 
only adherents to bis condition; that of the 
Wise Man ap;>c<irs verified : He that hideth 
fas eyes from the pooi\ hhull have many a 
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curse,* So tlie courteous and bountifid per- 
son, when fortune seems to frown on him, 
liath a sure refuge in tlie goc»d-will wnd 
esteem of men ; all men, upon the accounts 
of honour and honesty, take themselves to 
be concerned in his case, and engaged to 
favour him ; even those, who before were 
strangers, become tlien his friends, and in 
effect discover tlicir affection to him; i*, in 
the common judgment of people, appears 
an indignity and a disgrace to mankind, 
that such a man should want or suffer. 

4. Nay further, we may consider, that 
exercising bounty is the most ad> autageous 
method of improving aud iiicreaMng an 
estate ; but 1 liat lieing tenacious and illibe- 
ral <loth tein’ to the diminution and decay 
thereof. The w\ay to obtain a great increase 
is, to sow much : lie that sow s little , how can 
he expect a good crop ? It is as true in 
spiritual husbandry as it is in others, that 
what a mm soweth^ that he shall reap^ both 
in kind and according to proportion: so 
tluit great husbandman St. Paul assureth 
us : He that soueth sparingly shall reap spa^ 
singly: but he that smveth bountifully shall 
also reap Iwnutifully and Solomon means 
the same, wheti he ^aith. To him that sotv^ 
eih righteousttess shall be a sure /"W/trd*^ 
The way to gain abundantly is, you know 
wen, to ti*ado boldly; he that will not ail- 
venture any thing considerable, how can 
he think ot* a Largo return ? Honour the 
Lord thy substance^ so shall thy bams 
be filled with ph nty^ and thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine; Prov, iii. 9, 10. 
*Tis so likewise in tlie evangelical negotia- 
tions ; if we pu^ out much upon score of 
conscience or charity, we shall be sure to 
profit much. Liberality is the most bene- 
ficial truffick that can be; it is bringing 
our wares to the bcht market ; it is letting 
out vur money into the best hands : wc 
thereby- lend our money to (iml, who re- 
pys with viuit usui'y ; an hundred to one 
IS the rate he allows at present, and above 
a hundred millions to one he will render 
hereafter ; m> that if you will be merchants 
this way, you shall be sure to thrive, you 
cannot fail to grow rich most easily and 
speedily; Thu libertd soul shall be nmdk 
fat^ and he that watoreth shall be maiereU 
himself:* this is that which St. Paul again 
argues upon, when, coinmendlfig the 
lippians* free kindness to war'd him, he Sa^«8, 
Nift because I desire a gift^ hut I dsdre 
fruit that way abound to your aeeamit/ 
Bc»ujuty violds »«(;«'«» a fruit 

that mtvftiplios, and abunvlantly inrtia to 
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good »;eottUt; it indeed proouring God's 
benediction, the Ajuntein of all desirable 
plenty and prosperity ; for the of 

the imd^ it mofetli ricA, and Ae oddetA ao 
sorroio wttAiV Itistbe^orethegi'oatest 
want of policy, Ihe worst ill-husbandry and 
un&riftuiess that can be, to be sparing this 
way; he that useth it cannot be thriving; 
he must spend upon the main stock, and 
may be sure to ^t nothing considerable. 
God ordinarily so proceeds, as to recom- 
pense and retaliate men in the same kind 
wherein they endeavour to please him, or 
presume to offend him ; so that for them 
who freely offer him their goods, he in re- 
gard tliereto will prosper their dealings, 
and bless their estates (For tJds very thuig 
the Lord thy God shall Uees thee in all thy 
worhs^ and in all that thou puttest thine 
hand unio^ says Moses:**) but they who will 
not lay out any thing for him, he will not 
conoern hiiriself in thoir success oth(.wi».e 
than to cross it, or, which is worse, to curse 
it for if he seem to favour them for a 
time with some prosperity in their affurs, 
their condition is much worse therebv , Ihcir 
account will be more grievous, ami their 
ikte more disastrous in the end. 


5. Farther, the contributing {)art of out* 
goods to the poor will qualify us to enjoy 
me rest with aatitiaction and comfoi*t. The 


oblation of these iir&t-fruih^, as it will sanc- 
tify the whole lump of our estate, so it will 
sweeten it ; having offsted this well-pleasiug 
sacrifice of piety, bavir^ discharged this 
debt of justice, having paid this tribute of 
gratitude, our hearts l^ing at rest, and 
our conscience well satisfied, we shall, like 
thoBe good people in the Acts, eat our meat 
with mdaess am my;lenevt of heart to 
see the poor man by our means accommo- 
dated, eased, and refreshed, will give a 
deUcious relish to all our e(qjoyments. But 
withholding Ins portion from the poor, as 
it will uoUute am profime all our estate, 
so it will render the fruition thereof sour 
or ttUhavouiy to us: for can we with any 
content taste our dainties, or view our 
plenties, while the poor man stands in sight 
pining with hunger ?* Can we without re- 
gret see our walls dothed with tapestry, 
our horses decked with golden trappiugB, 
our attendants strutting in wanton j^oty, 
while our honest poor brother appeiirs half 
naked, and trombliog with cold 1 Can we 
carry on one finger enough to fumii^ ten 
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poor people with necessaries, and have the 
heart wi&lu us, without shame and dis- 
pleasure, to see them want? No; the sense 
of our impiety and ingratitude toward God, 
of our inhumanity and unworthinoss to- 
ward our neighbour, wfil not fail (if ever 
we consideratelv reflect on our behaviour) 
to sting us w'iih cruel remorse and self- 
condemnation ; the olainourb of want and 
misery surrounding us will pierce our oars, 
and wound (»ur hoai^ts ; the frequent objects 
of pity and mercy, do what we can to banish 
Ihciii from our prospect or rcganl, will so 
iLssail, Olid so pursue us^ as to disturb the 
freedom of our enjoyments, to <juaj»h the 
briskness of our mirth, to allay the sveei- 
ness of our pleasure ; yea rather, if stupi- 
dity and obduratlon have not s<Mzed on us, 
to imbitter all unto us ; we shall feel tliat 
true, which Zophar speaks of the orw 1 and 
covetous oppressor: Surely he shall not feel 
guietncbs in hh belly he shall wt rejoue 
in his euhstaiU'e ~^iii the fulness of Ins svf 
fciency he shall he in straits,^ 

C. I shall touch but one consideration 
more, persuasive of tliLs practice ; it ih 
this ; The peculiar nature of our religion 
specially requires it, and the honour th(*re- 
of exacts it fi om ns ; nothing Iwtler suit.s 
Gliristiauity, nothing more gracesi it, than 
liberality; nothing is more inoonbistent 
therewith, or more disparageth n, than 
bei Dg miserable and sordid. A Uliristnin 
niggard is the veriest nonsense than can 
be; for what is a (/hristlan? what, but a 
man who adores God alone, who loves God 
above all things, who reposes all his trust 
and confidence in Ood^ What is he, but 
one who undertaketh to imitate tlie moat 
good and bountiful God; to follow', as 
the best pattern of his practice, the most 
benign and cluuritablc Jasirs, the Sou of 
God; to obey the laws of (*V)d, and his 
Christ, the sum and substance of whi< h is 
chairity; half whose religion doth consist 
in loving his neighbour as himself? Wliat 
is he, furthei , but one who hath renoun- 
ced this world, with all the vain pomps and 

g easures of it ; who professes himstdf in 
spu^tion and affeotbn of mind to forsake 
ail tilings for Christ'a sake; who }»retends 
little to value, affect, or care for any thing 
under heaven ; havix^ all his maiii concern- 
meuts and treaiures, his hearty his Uoimib, 
and his happiness, in another world? Such 
is a ChristiatL And what Is a niggard? 
All things quite contrary : one wliose prac- 
tice manifestly shows him to worship an- 
other thing hebido and before God; to Imc 
manunon above God, and more to couiule 

b^Otl XI. 16,^32. 
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in it, tl)an in him, ono 511 ho bears small 
rood-will, kiiidno^, or pity, towards lus 
nrother; who is little or concerned 

with things ftiture or celestial ? whose tnind 
and heart arc riveted to this world; whose 
hopes and happinesses are settled here 
below; whose s&vl is deeply immersed and 
buried in earth; one who, according to 
constant habit, notoriously breaketh tlie two 
groat heads of Christian duty, hving God 
vnik all hu hearty and hie neighhouraeMoh 
aelfi it is, therefore, by comparing those 
things, very plain, that we protend to re- 
concile grnss contradictions and inconsis- 
tencies, if we profess ourselves to Ke Chris- 
tians, and arc illiberal. It is indeed the 
special gr«aee and glory of ^ relighm, that 
it consibteth not in bamOi Simulations, or 
empt^ formalities, or forward professions; 
not in faulting curirmsly, or sjx^aking zea- 
lously , or looking demurely ; hut in really 
producing Mnsible fridts of goodness; in 
doing, as St. Paul signifies, tkinga f^aod 
and iiiojiiohle unto such os those 

cbieny art*, of which we speak* The most 
gracious w iMioni of God hath so modelled 
our religion, that according to it piety and 
charity are the same tiling; that we can 
ne\t*r express ourseUes more dutiful to- 
ward IdiiK or lH*tter please him, or more 
truly glorify him, than when we ari* kind 
*uid good to our jmor brother. We gross- 
ly mistake, if vto take giving of alms to 
be a Jt>\\ ish or Popish practice, suitable 
to clrldrin juul dulhu*ds in religion, be- 
neath so rcmird, so improved, so loftily 
spiritual gallants as we. No; 'tis a duty 
most profierJy and most highly Christian, 
as noiu* more ; a most go^idly fruit of grace, 
and a most faithful mark thereof: By thn 
carptrimmt uf tln^ mniitraiim^ we (as St 
Paul sailh') glorify God for our profraaed 
snhjeftum vido the Goepelof Christy and 
Jor our hbernl distrihuiiou unto our brethren 
wolunto oil without it, our fmth 1 $ 

dead and senseless, our bi^ attainments 
are fond presumptions, our iine notions and 
delicate smritualities are in truth but silly 
dn anis* the issues of a proud and ignoriuit 
fancy; ho tlmt appears linrd-heorted and 
elohO-tiated towards his needy brother, let 
liim think or call tiimself what he plemth, 
h«* plwnly is uo Christum, hat a blemish, a 
reproach*, and a scwndal to tlud honourable 
name. ^ 

7. To all these considerations and rea- 
sons inducing to the ^aidicc of tills kbid 
of ehainty, I might subjoin examples, and 
Wit before you the fairest copies that can 
be imaginetf tl)en*of. Wc have for it the 
1 Tit. lit. b. w s Cor. is. ij. 
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pattern of God himself, who is infinitely 
munificent and mcridful ; from whom rmery 
g(HHi and perfret gift deeceudeth; uhogbMdk 
lifr^ and breathy and ail things unto aU: 
who pveth liberally^ and ujibrmdjeth nat^ 
We have the example of the Son of God, 
who out of pure charity did freely part 
with the riches and glories of eteitiity, vo« 
luntorily embracing extreme poverty and 
want for our sake, that we who were poor 
might bo enriched, we that were miserable 
imght become liappy ; w ho went about doing 
goodf spent all his lite in painful dispnsa- 
tion of beneficence, and relieving tlie needs 
uf men in every kind. We liave the blessed 
patriarchs to follow, who at ( 9 od*s pleasure 
and call did readily have their country, 
their friends, their gofvds, and all they had. 
We have the practice of the holy apostles, 
who freely let go all to follow tfutir Lord ^ 
who cheerfully sustained all sorts of losses, 
disgraccR, and pains, for promoting the 
honour of God, and ]>rocuring good unto 
men : we have to move and encourage us 
hereto tlic first and best Christians, inobt 
full of grace and holy zeal, who, w mcoty 
as tpere iKUhessare of lands and houses^ did 
sell thetn^ and did impart the price of them 
to tlie community, ao that there was none 
poor among them^ and that distribniion ^ma 
made to every one as ke had needJ^ We 
have all the saints and eminent servants of 
God in all timeb, who have been high and 
wondeiful in the perfiwmance of tlieso 
duties. I could tell you of the blesstd 
I martyr St. Cyprian,* who was liberal by 
wholosolo, bestowing all at once a fair 
estate on God and the poor ; of the re- 
nowned bishop St. Basil, who constantly 
waited on the sick, and kissed tlieir sores; 
of the most pious confessor St. Martin, w ho 
having but one coat left, and seeing a poor 
man that wanted ch»thes, tore it in two 
pieces, and gave one to that poor ntan : and 
many like instances out of authentic his- 
tory might be produced, apt to prov oke our 
imitalion. 1 miglit also, to l>eget emulation 
and shame in us, represent exemplary pra&- 
ti<*e» of humanity and charity even in Jews, 
Mahometans, and Pagans (so< h as in these 
cold days miglit miss for mm'e tlian ordi^ 
nary among us;} but 1 shall only propound 
one present and sensible example ; mt of 
Uiis noble city, whose public bounty and 
dmrity in all kinds (in education of cfrpWub 
in curing the diseased both iu body and 
mind, in provision fm* the j^mor, in reliev- 
ing ah sorts of Aict^iiies and miseruu^) let 

• Joraiw i. ft. 17; Acts xvU* SS; % C«r. vlil 9 . 
» A4i# \ ;w. Matt. XU. ii7* ^ Acl% iv U 3S. 
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me earnestly entreat and exhort ns all for 
lji>d*s sake, os we are able, by i»ur private 
cliarity to imitate, to encoura^j^, and to 
assist ; let us do this «o much the more 
willingly and freely, as the sad circum*- 
stances of things, by God's judgments 
brought upon us, do plainly require thot 
the public charity itself (lying under so 
great impediments, discouragements, and 
distresses) should be supported, supplied, 
and relieved by particular liberality* No 
words that 1 can devise will be so apt to 
affect and ino^ e you, as the case itself, if 
you please to consider it : bear it there- 
fore sjpeidving, and, 1 pay, with a pious 
and cWitablc disposition of mind attend 
thereto : — 

A true JRejtort^ fee. 

For this excellent pattern of pious bounty 
and mercy, let us heartily thank Almighty 
God ; ltd* us liumbij implore God's bless, 
ing on tht‘ future managoineut of it; let us 
pay due rcsjiects to the worthy promoters 
lliereof, and prn\ for resvartis upon them, 
answerable to tlicir charitable care and 
industry einplo)ed tbt*rein ; let us also, 
according to onr ability, perfiirm our duty 
in following and furthering it : for eiicou- 
rai^ement to which practice, give me leave 
briefly to reflect upon the latter part of my 
text ; which represents some instances of 
the felicity propr to a boimtiful person, 
or some rewards peculiar to the exercising 
the duties of bounty and mere} . 

The first is, His righteousjtess endureth 
for ever, lltese words ore capable of va- 
rious senses, or of divers respe<ds : they 
may impert, that the fame and remein - 1 
brance of bis bounty is very durable, or 
that the eflects thereof do lastingly con 
iinne, or that etenial rewards ore designed 
iheretoy they may respect the bountiful 
man himself,' or ms posterity h<Te ; they 
may simply relate to an endurance iu God's 
regisu*d and care; or they may with tb*** 
also coinprebimd a continuance in the good 
memory and honourable mention of men. 
Now in truth, according to all these in- 
terpretations, the bountiful man's righte- 
ousness doth endure for ever, that is, very 
lastingly (or so long as the special nature 
of the case doth bear), in any sense; or for 
an absolute perpetuity in some semse : the 
words in Ihtir pl«mitude do naturally and 
without straining involve so many truths ; 
none of which, therefore, we think fit to 
exclude, but shall briefly touch them alb 

1. A« hr future reputation and fame 
(whi< b tljA* It iu part is intended here, that 
which pre( edes, The nghtam shtdl be 
•n eoe^msimg rmmwJtranjce^ doth argue), it 


i^ evident, that it peculiarly attends upon 
this practice: the bounlifitl person is esj[H’*- 
cially thatywsf man, whose memory is hlessetf 
(is ao the Greek renders it; 

that is, is prosecuted with commendations 
and praises.) No spices can so embalm a 
man, no monument can so preserve his 
name and memory, as works of beneficence; 
no other fame is comparably so precious, 
or truly glorious, as that which grows from 
thence; the renown of }>ower and prowess, 
of wit or learning, of »ny wisdom or skill, 
may dwell in the fancies of men witli somo 
admiration : but tlie rtmeinbrance of btmnty 
reigns in their hearts with corcfial estt^cm 
and aflection ; there erecting immoveable 
♦rophies ovcm* death and oblivion, and them e 
sproading itself through the tongues of men 
with sincen* and sprightly conimemlationH. 
The bountiful man's very dust is flagrant, 
and bis p*ave venerable ; his nmne js nev or 
mentioned without re**iK*ct ; his actions have 
always these best ech<»os, with mnum T.ible 
iterations resounding after 1 hem : Ih s goofU 
bhall he entahlisheil^ tind the tongreg^ffnm 
shad deflare hh tdms; IIcclus. xwii, IJ, 
This w'as a trm friend to mankiml ; tliis 
was a real Innefattorto the world; this 
was a man good in earnest, and pi(»us to 
good purpose. 

2, The effects of his righteousne^.s arc 
likewise very durable: wh<*n he has de- 
parted h(*ncc, and in person ib no more 
seen, he remains visible and sensdde in the 
footsteps and fruits of Ins g^idncss ; ibo 
poor still beholds him })rc*seut m the sul>- 
sistence of himself and his funily ; tlu sick 
man fctls him m the ufrt'.hment which 
he yet enjoys by his pro^i^ifm; he supti- 
vives in the heart of tiie HfllidiMl, which 
still resents the comfort, and reyoices in the 
i aae, which he procured him ; all the woi Id 
derives benefit from him by the (dificatioii 
it receivefh from his example; religion <d)- 
taiiieth profit and ornamint, <jro<l hiiii«telf 
eiijoyeth glory and praise, from his right- 
eoumesM. 

8. llirt righteousne<is aUo endureth in re- 
spect to his posterity. It is an usual plea 
for tena(‘ity and ^simony, that cure must 
be had of posterity, that enough must Im 
provided and laid up for the family : but 
in truth this is a very absurd cximse; and 
doing according therc^to is a very prepos- 
terous method of proceeding toward that 
end 5 it is really tlic greatest improvidence 
in that rei^cct, and the trueit inflect that 
can be of our children : for so doing, togc*- 
ther with a seeming estate, tve entail a real 
curse upon them: wo dwobt them of God'<« 
7 
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protwtioH and benediction (the only sure 
l>rt*servalives of an estate;) leave them 
heirb of nothing so much as of punishments 
due to our ingratitude, our infidelitY, our 
impiety and injustice, both toi^’ora (Jod 
and man; uherea* by liberally liestowing 
on the poor, we demise unto them (jod's 
blcshing-, which is the best inheritance; 
ae recommend them to God's sTM^cial care, 
which is the best tuition ; we hwe th«au 
(fod’s protection and providence, which are 
a wealth indefectible and inexhaustible; 
we conHtitute God their }j;uardian, who will 
most faithfully manage, and most wdsely 
improve their substance, both that whicii 
VC leave to them, and that which we gave 
for them to the poor ; w e tlicreby in good 
part entitle them to the rewards appr(»- 
}>riAtc to our pious charity, our faith, our 
gratitude, our self-denial, our justice, to 
whatever of good is virtually contained in 
our acts of l)ouT>ty ; to omit the hunoiuraud 
good-wii) of men, which constantly adhere 
to the bountiful man's house and family. 

. xiii. *22 : A ^'ooff man lf*uvfth an in- 
/pnianrt* to Ins (htldrtn\ vlnlthvn. It is 
therefore «*\prt‘ssl\ mentioned in Scripture 
ns a 1 < einnpeik-e peculiar to this ^ irtue, that 
‘■teurity from want and all happiness do 
atteml lhopost»oity <»f the bountiful per- 
son: I It tftvr weivijul and leiididh^ awl 
hi,s <o»ed is saith David of him ge- 

iienilly: and Dai id al.so paa'iieularly olv- 
stni*d, that in all the «om*sc of his long 
life 111 could iind n(» excciitlon to the nth : 
y have hem //'ooig, ami now am old; yet 
hire / not set e the righteous forsaken^ m/r 
hts seed begging thidr hretuL^ 

4. Hts riiihti'ousne^H also endurcth ftir 
(\er iit the ptrpetuol fa\our of (iod, and 
PI the eternal rew .rd** whwh God willion- 
ier uiMin him, who, out of ciinscieuee and 
roseume toward God, out of good-will 
aiul kindness toward hi> brother, hath dis- 
piTstsl, and given to the p(MU\ (Jod wifi 
not fas the ami^stle sfiilh) bf unjust to forget 
Ins labour of vkarity in tninisienug'' to his 
poor brother ; from the ewCtl w hieli he kaib 
soirii to tiuf Sfdrit^'* he shall assuredly reap 
a most plentitul crop of blessings spiritual ; 
he shall efiectually enjoy the giHfd founda^ 
turn that ho hath stored up, ^ tor the goods 
he hatli sold and delivered, he shall ftotm 
jide receive his bargain, the hidden treasure 
and previous pearl of eternal life ; for this 
best improvement of his talent of worldly 
rielu^s, he sbalkhcor the Enge^ hone server 
IVe// done^ good and faithful servant^ enter 
into thy master's joy he shall at last find 

<esiil.xxsvn 86. “part Kxxvii.ss. * m 10 
«Ualvl.S 


God infinitely more bountiful tohim, than 
he bath been unto the poor. 

Thus when all the flashes of semnsd 
pleasure are quite extinct; when all the 
flow ers of secular glory are withered aw ay ; 
when all earthly treasures are buried in 
darkness ; when this world and all the fa- 
shion of it arc utUTly vanished and gone, 
the bountiful maifs state will still be firm 
and flourishing, and his r^hteoasness shall 
endure for evet . 

It follows, Uis horn shall he exalted with 
hmonr, A bom is an emblem of power; 
fur ill it the beasts' strength, oflensive and 
defeiiMvc, doth consist; and of plenty, fur 
it hath within it a capacity a|}t to contain 
what is put into it ; aiul of sanctity, for 
that in it was put the holy oil, with which 
kings were eonscHTated ; • and of dignity, 
both in consequence ii|M>n tli<* reasops men- 
tioned (as denoting might, mid iiifluence, 
and sacrednc^.> accompanying sovereign 
ilignity), and because also it is an especial 
hcautv and ornament to the creature which 
harli It ; so that this exprossir/u, Eis horn 
shall he eiuhed with kotwwi^ may he sup- 
posed to inqMO't, tliat an abundance of high 
and holy, of Ann and solid honour, shall 
attend upon the Imunltful person. And 
tliat 90 it truly shall, may from many con- 
sidorationft ajvjpeor. 

1. Honour is inseparably annexed there- 
to, as its natural companion and sliadow. 
God hath impressed uinm all virtue a ina- 
iesty aud a wauty, which do command 
respi'ct, and with a kindly violent extort 
veneration from men: such is tiie natural 
rtm^tilulinu of our souls, that as our sense 
iKHrcs^aiily liketb what is fair and sweet, 
so oiu* uiind unavoidaldy will esteem what 
is virtuous and worthy; all good actions 
as auch are honourable : but (»f all virtues, 
lieiu'flcence doth with most unquestionable 
right claim honour, and with irresistible 
force procures it ; as it is indeed the moat 
divine of virtues, so men arc most apt to 
venerate them whom they observe eminent- 
ly to practise it. Other virtues men sea« 
and approve as goodly to the sight ; but 
this they taste and feef; this by most aon- 
sible experience they find to be pleasant and 
profitable, an<l cannot therefore but highly 
prize it.* They, who do their alms l^fijre 
wfcM, although out of sm uuw^irthy waiis-ghv 
rious design, have yet (as our Saviour inti- 
mates) their reward; Matt. vl. 1 ; they fait 
not to get honour thereby ; and even so have 
nobad^pcimyw'orth; for, in the Wise MmiVi 

* ^Oiwuniu tui^«rr« « iXfvfVrnfu 
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judgment^ « gottd name is rather to he cho- 
sen than greflrf riches:^ they rmive at least 
fine air, fbr gross earth ; and things rerj 
F-piritual, for things most material; they 
obtain that which every man doUk naturally 
desire and prise, for that whioh only fashion 
in some places endeareth and commend- 
eth ; they get the end for the means; for 
scarce any man seeketh wealth for itself, 
but either for honour, or for virtue’s sake, 
that he may live creditably, or may do pood 
therewith :* necessity is served wiUi a little, 
pleasure maybe satisfied with a compe- 
tence ; abundance is required only to sup- 
ort honour or promote good; and honour 
y a natural connexion adhereth to bounty. 
Jle that folltmetk after tighiecmeims and 
werc^ fndeik life^ righteousness^ and ho- 
nour; Prov. XXI. 21. 

2. Hut further, an accession of honour, 
according to gracious promise (grounded 
ui^on somewhat of special reason, of onulty 
and decency in the thing itself), is due rroiu 
God unto the bountiful person, and is by 
.si^ial providence surely conferred on him. 
There is no kind of piety, or instance f»f 
obedience, whereby God himself is more 
signally honoured, than by Ibis. These are 
chietiy those good vxrrhs^ the which men 
seeing^ are apt to glorify our Father which is 
in heaven ; Phil. i. 1 1 . Being filed trith the 
fruit h of rigJUeousness^ tohieh are by Christ 
Jesus to tlm glory and praise of To i 

these fruits that is most applicable which | 
our Lord saith, Hereby %$ my Father glo- 
rified^ \fye hear much frwt; for as he that 
oppresseth the poor rejytoaeheth his Maker; 
so he homureth him that hath mercy on the 
poor,* The comfortable experience of gocnl 
in this sort of actions will most readily dis- 
pose men to admire and commend the ex- 
cellency, the wisdom, the goodness, of the i 
divine laws; will therefore procure God 
hearty praise and thanks for them: for, or 
St. Paul teaoheth us. The admtnistratum 
of his seroioe not only supplieth the want of 
the saints^ hut is abundant aUo hy many | 
thnjthgmngs unto God i whilst hy expert- \ 
nunt of thus ministration^ they glorify Otfd 
for your professed subjection unto the Gou \ 
pel of Christy and far your liberal distribu- 
hon unto them^ and unto all men,^ Since, 
then, God h so peculiarly honoured by this 
practice, it is but equal and fit that God 
should remunerate it with honour: God’s ' 

* A« 9 )v«i i htk nm* I 
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noble goodness will not let him seem de« 
fective in any sort of beneficial correspon- 
dence toward us ; we shall never be able 
to jield him any kind of good thing in duty, 
which he will not be more apt to render iis 
in grace: they who, aa Solomon speaketh, 
honour Qod with their substance,!* shall by 
God certainly be honoured with his bless- 
Irg: reason intimates so much, and we be- 
side have (rod’s express word for it ; Them 
(soith ho) wh(} honour me, I will honour J 
He that absolutely and imlependently is the 
fountain of all honour, from whom (as good 
king David saith) riches and honour eometh^ 
for that he reigmth over alip he will as- 
suredly prefer and dignify those who have 
been at special care and covt to advance 
his honoiu*. He that hath the hearts (fall 
men in hh hands ^ and frshumetk them <is he 
pleaseth,^ will raise the bountiful man luthe 
judgments and afiVcttruis of men. He that 
ordereth all the events of things, and dis- 
poseth success as he thinks fit, uill cause 
the bountiful person’s ontei^prisps to pros- 
per, and come off with credit. He arill not 
suffer the reputation of so real an honourcr 
: of himself to be extremely slurred bj dis- 
aster, to be blasted by slander, lo be sup- 
' planted by envy or mihcc; but will bring 
forth hU righteousness as the light ^ and Iuh 
judgment as the noon-tbiy,^ 

3. God will thus exalt the bountiful man’s 
horn even here in this world, and to an 
infinitely higher |ntch he ivilj advance it in 
the future state : he shall there be set at 
the right hand, in a most honourable pla^s^ 
and rank, among the chief friends and fa- 
vourites of the heavenly King, in happy 
consortbhip with the holy angels and blcsst^d 
saints; where, in reciunperise of his pious 
bount) , he shall, from the bountiful hands 
of his most gracious Lord, receive an un- 
eorruptible crown oj righteousness^ and an 
Heading cr(}wn of glory. The which (lod 
of ins infinite mercy grant unto uh all, 
tbrougli Jesus Christ our l^ord ; to whom 
for ever bo all praise. Amen. 

Nine the God of peace ^ that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus,, that grerd 
Shepherd of the sheep^ through the blood of 
the everlaUing covenant,, make us perfect in 
every good work to do Ids will^ working in 
ns that which in weU-pleasing in kin sight,, 
through Jesus Christ: to whom he glory for 
ever and eoerJ Amen. 

* cl 9. Prov xx! U Fsal. xxxtU 15 
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SERMON XXXII. 

UPON tllB PASSION OF OUR RUSSSElI 
SAVIOUR. 

P;m., ii. 8 And hnngfamd in fashion as 

a wm^ kf humhled himself tmd became 
olH*dmd unio deaths eaen thedsuth of the 
(TOSS. 

WiiRN, in consequonce of the orimnal 
n))(>stacy from Cir(«i, 'which did bwiisK us 
from para^se, and by continued rebellioos 
Mirftinst him^ inevitable to our corrupt and 
iinpi^tent nature, mankind had fbneited 
the amity of God (the chief of all goods, 
ihv ft>iintain of all happiut'Ns), and bat! m- 
(‘urred his displeasure (the greatest of all 
evils, the fmmdation of all mtw) ;•)-« 
Will'll poor man having d<*serted bis iia- 
tural Lord and Protector, other lords hud 
domitnomover him^ so that lie was cigi- 
tivatcd by the foul, malicious, cruel s|nrils, 
and ensbved to his on n vain mind, to vile 
to wild jmssions t'* — 

WIk u, according to an eternal rule of 
justic**, that MU dewTveth punishment 
and hv tin expre*^ law, wherein death was 
enaet<*d to the tran.sgres’^ors oi God's com- 
mand^ tin* root of our stock, and const*- 
<|Ui*nth all its branches, stood adjudged to 
utter destruction ; ** — 

When, AiHJordiug U> St. Paul's expres 
sinns, ad the world was heetmw befote 
6W(,(»r, subjected to God’s judgment.) 
all men (.lews and Gentiles) were vnder 
,s/w. vndtr condemtiafhn^ tmder the tmrse; 
all m>n ice/e rmulutled into disabediefice^ 
undshtd up tn^ethei (as close jirisoiiers) ««- 
(hr stn ! ail men hod sinned^ and i ome hkort 
of tht glory of Ood; death had posi^ed orer 
all^ Immtse all lad svwed;*^ 

When for us, being plungeil into so 
wi I tolled a condition, no visible remedy did 
appear, no possible redress Ciiuld be ob- 
mined here below; (for what means could 
w I* have of recovering God's favour, who 
w t*ro apt perpetually to contract new debts 
and guilts but not able to dkM.*harge any old 
st*orcs? What capacity of mind or will had 
we to entertiuu men*y, who were no less 
stubbornly ptTverse and obdurate in our 
crimes, tbanijjmoraiit or infinn? How «»ould 
we be reconciled unto Heaven, who bad 
iin innate antipathy to God and goodness ? 
[<L%i, according to our natural atate, and 
secluding evmigelk'al grace, reigning in our 

• Ovnl. c. Jul. via p. 97H. lx P 308; John Hi. Sfl; 
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mortal bodies^ no good thing dmlUng in us ; 
there being a predominant law in otar mem- 
bers warring against the law of our ftttxtd, 
and bringing us into captivity to the law of 
sin: a main ingi'edicnt of our old man being 
a carnal mind^ which is enmity to (Jaiy 
and cannot sulonit to his law; we being 
alienated from the life (f God by the blina- 
ness of our hearts^ and enemies in ovr minds 
by wicked worfo;] How could we revive to 
any good hope, who were dead in trespasses 
am sinsy God having withdrawn his quick- 
ening Spirit?^ How at least could we for 
one moment stand upright in God's sight, 
u^ion the natural terms, excluding all sin, 
and exacting perfect obedience?) — 

When this, 1 say, was our forlorn and 
desjierate case, then Almighty God, out of 
Ills infinite goodness, was pleased to look 
upon us (as he <>(iiitf‘tiine did upon Jeru- 
salem, lying pdluted tn her blood with an 
eye of pit) and mercy, so as graciously to 
desiirn a redemption for us out of all that 
wofiil distiess: and no sooner by his in- 
( oiupi cbensiblc wisdom did he foresee wc 
hliould lose ourselves, tiian by his immense 
grace he did conclude to restore Ub. 

Hut how' could tliis happy design well be 
compassed ? How , in consistence with the 
glory, with the justice, with the truth of 
God, could such enemies be p<‘ConcHed, 
such oflenders be pardoned, such wretches 
I la saved?** Would the omnipotent Majesty, 
ho aifronted, deim to treat with his rebels 
immediately, without an intercessor or ad- 
vocate? Would the sovereign Governor of 
the world suffer thus notoriously his right 
I to be violated, his authority to be slighted, 
his honour to W trampled on, w ithodt some 
notable vindication or batisfactiou? Would 
the great Patron of justice relax the terms 
4if it, or ev er permit a gros‘% breach thereof 
to pass with impunity? IVould the immu- 
table God of truth expose his veracity or 
Ills constancy to subpicion, by so reversing 
that peremptory sentence of di^atb upon 
sinners, that it should not in a sort emi- 
nently be aciHimplihhedr* W'ckuldthe most 
righteous and most holy God let slip an 
opportvmity so ailvantagt'ous for deiAon- 
strating his perfect love of innocence, and 
ahhurence of im<|uity ? (Uouid we therefore 
wcU be cleared from our without an 
expiation, or reuxstated in freedom without 
a ransom, or exempted fr<mi condesmadon 
without some punishment? 

t Rom. Vi. IS, U. SO; vU. la 5 . vll. SS; «i. 6; OolMM. 
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No : God was pleased to prosecute bis 
desi^s of goodiiesb and inerov, as thorci4)^ 
nowise to impair or obscure, W rather to 
adtunoe and illustrate tbe glories of hW 
so\ereign dignity, of his severe justice, of 
his immaculate holiness, c^f his unchangc - 
able steadiness, in word and purpose. He 
accordingly would be sued to for peace 
and mercy: nor would he grant them vXh 
solutely , v\ ithout due com|)ensaiions for the 
wrongs he had sustained ; yet so, that his 
gikodiiuss did find ms a Mediator, and fur- 
nish us with means to satisfy him. lie would 
not condescend to a simple remission of our 
debts; yet so, tliat, saving his right and 
honour, he did stoop lowei for an tfiVctual 
aixdition of them, lie would make good 
his word, not to let our trespasses go un- 
punished; }C*t so, that hy our punishuient 
we might rec(i\e advantage. Ho would 
manifest his detestation of w icki^dm as in 
a way more illustrious than if he hud pei- 
secuted it down to hell, and irrc\exsibly 
doomed it to endless ti»rmeiif. 

But how might these things bo effected? 
Where was there a Mediator proper and 
worthy to intercede for us? Who <'Ould 
presume to solicit and plead in our bchiilf? j 
Who should dare to put himself between i 
God and us, or offer to screen mankind 
from the di\ me wi'ath and vengeance t Who 
had so great an interest in the court of hea- 
ven as to ingratiate such a brood of apos- 
tate enemies thereto? Who couid assume 
the wnfidence to propose terms of lecon- 
eiliation, or to agitate a new coiciiam, 
wherewith God might ho Mitisfi<‘d, and 
whereby we might he saved? Wliere, in 
heaven or earth, could there be found a 
priest fit to atone fur sins so vastly nume- 
rous, so extremely heinous ? And whpfu*c 
should a Micrifico be tiilion, of value suffi- 
cient to expiate for so manifold enormities, 
committed against the infinite Maje«t\ of 
Heaven ? Who could find out the everlast- 
ing r(demptum* of iimumcraide souls, nr 
liw down a oomjietcnt ransom for them ajl ? 
Nf)t to eay, could also purchase for them 
eternal life and bliss ? 

These are questions which would piu/le 
all the wit of man, yea, would gi*avel all 
the wisdom of angels to resolve : fur plain 
it is, that no creature on earth, none in 
heaven, could well undertake or perform 
this work. i 

>\here on earth, among the degenerate | 
s<>m of Adam, could be found such au high 
an became ws, Ao/y, harmUtss^ anti 
WidefiM^ septn ate from Mttmrs ajid bow 

• hur^kutiit — Heb. U. 12. 
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could a man, however innocent and pure 
as a hcrapliiin, so perform his duty, as to 
dt' more than merit or satisfy for himself? 
How many lives could the Hie of one man 
serve to ransom ; seeing that it is assert c<l of 
tlie greatest and richest among lueii, tiiat 
none of them can by any means iedeem hh 
brother^ or give to God a ransom Jbrkim^^ 
And how <>ould available help in this 
case he e\pec*ted from any of tbe angelical 
host? seeing (beside their being in nature 
different from us, and thence iinpn»pcr t<» 
merit or satisfy for us; beside their com- 
watiire lueuuness, and infinite distaiu'o 
Trom the majesty of God) they are but (uir 
fellow -servants, and have obligations to 
disclurgc for themsehes, and cannt>t be 
solvent for more tlian for llmir own debts 
of gratitude and service to their infinitely 
bountiful C’reator; they also themselves 
needing a Saviour, to prestifve them by 
his grace in their happy stater 

Indeed, no creature might aspire to so 
august an honour, none could achieve so 
marvellous a work, as to redeem fioin in- 
finite guilt and misery the noblest part of 
all the visible ot cation: none could pre- 
sume to invade that high prerogative of 
(vod, or atu nipt to infringe the froth of 
that reiterated pruclauuit ion, 7, l^am 
the Lvrd^ and bi sulc me tfo*re is tUf Saeiuur, ‘ 
Wherefore, sieing that a super< iiiinent 
dignity of person was required in our Me- 
diator, and that an iriinnnse value was to 
be presented f(»r <iiir ransom ; seeing that 
Goa saw there wis no man^ and wtmflt*red 
(or took ^peiial notice) that there teas no 
inUnc.sar ; it must Ih^ his arm alone that 
I’oukJ bring solvation , ™ none beside (jiud 
luiiiself could uitei meddle thiTein. 

But how could (iod luidertake the 
bu.sjiiess? (^ould lie become a suitor m 
intercessor to hi.s offended self? Could he 
present a sacrifice, or disburse a satisfu - 
tiun to his own justice ? Gould God alone 
contract and stipulate with GckI in our he- 
half? No. surt ly man also must eoncm in 
the transaction: some anunds must issu(« 
from liim, somewhat must bo paid out of 
our slot k; huinan will and consent must 
be interposed, to ratify a firm covenant 
with us, inducing obligation on our }>ari. 
it was decent and oxp^icnl, tliat sn man, 
by wilful transgi'cssion and presumptuoiK 
self-pleasing, had so highly offended, in- 
jured, and dnhououied his Maker; so man 
also, by wilting i»bedlence, and patient sub- 
mission to (jlod's pleasure, should greatly 
iHintent, right, and glorify hun. 
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HtTe, then, tli<l lie the stress; this was 
tlte knot, which only Divine wisdom C(»uld 
louse. And so indeed it did iu a most oil 
fechial and admirable way : ftw in corre- 
spondence to all the exigencies of the case 
(that (lod and man both might uc*! their 
parts in saving us), the bWed eternal 
Word, the only Hm of (i«»d, by the 
^c»od-wili c'f his Fatlier, did vouchsaie to 
intercede for us, and to undertake our 
redemption ; in order tiiereto voluntarily 
h^ng sent down from heaven^ assuming 
human flesh, subjecting himself to all the 
indmiities of our frail nature, and to the 
w orst inconvenieucies of our low condition ; 
therein meriting (lod’s favour to us a 
piTfect ol)C(lieuee to the law, and satisfying 
God*s justice by a most patient endurance 
of pains in our behalf ; in completion of 
all, willingly laying down his hfe for tlie 
ransom of j»ur souls, an4l |»ourfng forth lus 
blood in sacrifice for our sins." 

I'his is that great and wonderful mystery 
of gtidlhms (or of our holy religion), the 
whi(;h St. Paul here doth express, in these 
w'onis concerning our blessed Saviour: 
B ho beiny^ in the form of God^ tiiov^ht it 
VO robbery to be equal tiith (rtni; but m/ide 
hmself of no m*putatiou^ and took umn 
him the form of n servant, awl mts ntatus in 
the likeness tf men : awl heiiiff found m 
fashion as a mun^ he humbled himself and 
beat me obedbott unto death, even the death 
if the cross."^ 

ill w Inch w ords ore contained divers points 
very <d>KTvab]e. But seeing the time will 
m>t allow me to treat on them in any inea- 
Mive as they deserve, I shall (waiving all 
the rest) insist but ujmn one [varticular, 
couched in the last words, etfrn the death 
of the (ross;* which by aspeidal emphasis 
«lo excite us to consider the maimer of tliat 
holy pu*^sion which we now commemorate; 
the contemplation whereof, as it is most 
seasonable, so it is ever very profitable. 

Now, then, iu this kind (d'passiun we may 
<‘onsi(1er divers notable aiyuucts; namely 
these: 1. Its being in ap|»carauce miiu- 
udl ; 2. Us being most bitter and painful ; 
«}. Its Udug most iguomiiiiuiis and shame- 
ful ; 4. Its peculiar advantageousnoss to the 
designs «)f (Uir Lord in sufllbring; 5. Its 
pra<‘tieal effir aey. 

J. We may coiisidcT our LoihI’s RuflTer- 
ing lus criiuinal ; or as in sciiiblance Udng 
an cxi'cution of justice upon iiiin. Ue (a.s 

” Kph i. R; Lnkn 1. 7 h; lith i S, Tit ilf. 4; 
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the propliet foretold of him) toa$ numbered 
mnong the trast^essors and Ood (saith 
bi. Paul) made him sin for us, mJw kneu> no 
sin s ' that is, God ordered him to be treated 
as a most sinful or mminoa.s person, who 
in himself was perfectly innocent, and void 
of the least inclination to offend. 

bo in effect it was, that he impf*acbed 

of the highest crimes; as a violator of the 
divine laws in divers instances ; as a de- 
signer to subvert their religion and temple ; 
as au imjiostor, deluding and seducing the 
peo{>Ie ; as » blasphemer, assuming to him- 
self the properties and prerogatives of G4»d; 
as a seihtious and rebellious person, per- 
nertin^ the laition, inhibiting ]iaymcuts of 
tribute ti> Ciesar, usurping royal authority, 
and slylin)^ himself Christ a king: in aword, 
a.s a iiialeiactor, or one guilty of enormous 
offcnco.s; so his persecutors avowed to Pi- 
late : y (said they) he irere wtt a malefactor, 
we twuld not kune delivered him up wdo 
Uwe,* As Mich he was repr<«sented and ar- 
raigm^i ; as such, allh4>ugh by a senteuco 
wrt^sted by a malicious importunity, against 
the wdil and con.’^tience of the judge, he 
was condemned, and accordingly suRered 
death. 

Now whereas any death or passion of 
our Lotd, as beiig in itself uumensely 
voitialde, and most precious in the sight 
of ifoii, might liave been sufficient tow'oi'd 
the accomplishment of his general designs 
(the appeasing of God’s wrath, the satis- 
faction of divine justice, the expiation of 
our guilt ,) it may lie inquired, why Giid 
should thu^ t xpuse him, or w hy he shoubi 
choose to suffer under tliis odious and ugly 
cliaracter?t Which inquiry b the uu»re 
considerable, because it is especiallv thi'> 
circumstance which crosseth the fle.-'hly 
sensi^ and worldly prejudices of m*‘U, so as 
to have rendered the gospel offensiv u to 
the su|ierstitious Jew^s, and dc'Spit'oble to 
conceited Cieutiles. For so Tryphon in 
Justin Martyr, although, from conviction 
by ti^stimonit's of st*ripturc, he did admit 
the Messias was to suffer hardly, yet that 
it should b(' in this acfursed manner, he 
could not digest. tlu' great adveraai'iea 
of Christianity ((Vlsus, Porphyry, Julian) 
did with most contempt urge tMs exctqv- 
tioii against it.* So St. Paul did observe, 
tliat ( 7irist crudjied teas unto the Jews a 

t t^ur ft l)eu» Aut, Ft morl vihiit, non saltern ho- 
Besto aU«]Uo oLortiR geuere fitleitus «st ac. - Lati^ 
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sttmhlinghlotk^ and tmio tk^ Gree^ foolish^ 
nesn,^ Wht^refore, t<» avoid those scandaJs^ 
and ttiat we may better admire the wisdom 
of God in tins di«ipensation, it may be fit 
to (assign some reasons intimated m holy 
scripture, or bearing confbrinlty to ith doc- 
trine, vhy It was thus ordered* Such are 
these : — ' 

1. As our Sasiour freely did undertake 
a life of greatest meanness and hardship, 
so upon the like accounts he might to 
pleased to undergo a death most loathsome 
and uncomfortable. There is nothing to 
man’s miture ((‘specially to the best na- 
tures, in vihich modesty and ingenuity do 
survive) more abominable than such a 
death. God for good purposes hath planted 
in our constitution a quick sense of dis- 
grace; and, of all dis^accs, that which 
procc odeth from an imputation of crimes 
18 most jiungent, and Iroing conscious of 
our itm(H*ence doth heighten the smart; 
and to reflect up<»n ourselves dying under 
it, leaving the world with an indelible staui 
upon our name and memory, is yet more 
gi‘ievous. Even to languish by degrees, 
enduring the torments of a long, however 
sharp disease, would to an honest mind 
seem more eligible, than in tliis manner, 
l>eing reputed and handltnl as a villain, to 
find a quick and easy despatch. 

Of which human resentment may we not 
obser\ e a touch in that expostulation, JRc 
ye eomt owf , ah aguoiht a tmef^ with simrds 
and stores v » If as a man lie did not bke 
to be prosecuted as a thief; jet willingly 
did he choose it, as he did other most dis- 
tasteful things pertainiiig to our nature 
(t?ie hUness of mm), and incident to that 
i(»w condition (fhe form, of a seroant), into 
which he did put himself; such as were, 
to endure penury, and to fiire hardly, to 
be slffilited, cmied, hated, reproached, 
through all his course of liie. 

It IS well said by a pagan philosophei , 
that no mati doth exf^res^ mth a respect and 
dfvotimi to virtue, as doth he tthoforfiifctk 
the rrpiUe of being a good mn, that he may 
not lose the mthcietue of being mrh,* This 
our Lui d willingly made his case, being 
4*ontent not only to exiiose his life, but to 
piostitute his fame, for the interests of 
goodness. 

Had h( died otherwise, he might have 
seemed to purchase our welfare at a some- j 
what easier rate; he had not been so com- ; 
plete a sufierer ; he hud not tasteni tlie 
wmst tliat man is lialfie to endure ; there 

• llfmo mtbi videtur ptttrig iSAtlmsre Tlrtuwin, ne- 
ttto lUj inkgsB oBW Uwrotus, qataa iiuS botri ihrl fiuaiAin 
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had been a comfort in seeming innocent, 
detracting from the perfection of his suf- 
ferance. 

Whereas, therefore, he often was in 
hazard of death, both from the elandestbie 
machinations and the outrageous violences 
of those who maligned him, he did indus- 
triously shun a death so plausible, and ho- 
nourable, if 1 may so speak it being net 
so disgraceful to fall by private malice, or 
by sudden rage, as by the solemn delibe- 
rate proceeding of men in public authority 
and principal credit. 

Accordingly, this kind of death did not 
fall upon him by surprise or by ehance ; 
but he did from the beginmag^ foreset* it ; 
he plainly with satisfaction <lid aim at it : 
he, as it is related ui the Gospels, did hhrno 
hts dim‘iples, that it was incnmbimt on him 
by God’s appointment and his own chou e ; 
that he ought (it is said) to m0er many 
things, to he rejected by the rhuf prif sti, 
elders, and scribes, to be nhfied by them, to 
be dt hvered up to the Oentiles, to be morked, 
and mnirgea, and vructfied^ as a fiacrttious 
slave. Thus would our blessed Saviour, in 
conformity to the rest of his voluntarv af- 
flictions, and for a consummation of them, 
not only suffer in his body by sore wouiuls 
and bruises, and in his soul by doleful 
agonies, but in his name also and re^mia- 
tion by the foulest scandals ; umb^rgrting as 
well all the infamy as the infirmitj whirh 
did bslong to us, or uughi bifall us. thn^ 
meaning by all means throuuhly to txpress 
his charity, and exercis(‘ hn coinjiassion 
toward us; thus advancing his merit, and 
dis( iiarging the utmost satisfaction in oiu* 
behalf. 

2. Death passing on him as a malefactor 
by public scnteiK e, did bc-t suit tti the 
nature of his undertaking, was mr»st con- 
gruous to his intent, did mofi.t aptly npn*. 
^ettt what he was doing, and implj tiu* 
reason of his performance. For we all 
are guilty in a most high degree, and in a 
manner very notorioub; the Wlest bhamc, 
together wiUi the sliarpest pam, is due to 
us for afironting our glorious Maker; we 
deserve on open cond(>nmation and exem- 
plary punifihmcut: when fore he, imder- 
taking in oar stead to b(‘ar all, and fully 
to satisfy for us, was plcasi^d to undergo 
the like judgment and usage ; being termed, 
bdng treated as we should have bc(‘n, in 
quality of an heinous malefactor, as we 
in truth are. What we had really acted 
in dishonouring and usurping upon God, 

* Johrv IS; viii.3t.40, vU 1,19.25, x 83,39 
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in disordering (he world, in perverting 
others, tliat ^as imputed to him; and the 
punislwient due to that guilt was indicted 
on him. .<41/ we Hke afteep have gone aatrays 
we have turned every oue to hia oum way ; 
and the Lord hath kdd on him the mimUiea 
<^ua aUJ He therefore did ncit onl^ sus* 
tain an equivalent pain for us, but in a sort 
did bear an 6<|uaJ btome with ua, before 
God and man* 

3. Seeing, by the determinate counsel of 
God^* it was appointed that our Lord sliould 
die for us, and that not in a natural, but 
violent way, so as perfectly to satisfy God*s 
justice, to vindicate his honour, to evidence 
l>oth his indignation against sin, and wtL 
lingneMS to be appeas^ ; it was most fit 
tliat affair should be transacted in a way 
wherein (iod’s right is most nearly con* 
rerncHl, and bis providence most plainly 
discernible ; wherein it should bo most op* 
parent that Goii did exact and indict the 
punishment, that our Lord did freely yield 
lu it, and subiuissivoly undergo it, ujam 
those very aeeounts. All judgment (as 
Moses of old did say) is Oorts* or is od* 
miiiistered by authority derived from him, 
in his name, for his intet*ost ; all magistrates 
being hi.s oflicers and instruments, whereby 
liogovtTnetb aitd orderetb tins world, his 
natural kingdom: whence that which is 
acted in way of fonnol judgment by per- 
sons in autTV>rity. (iiod hiin^lf may be 
deeuied in a more special and immediate 
iiianner to « execute it, as being done by his 
cHUYsimsston, in his stead, on his belialf, 
with hLs peculiar supeTintimdence. it woh 
therefore in our Lord a signal act of de- 
ference to (iro<rs authority and justice, be- 
cunning the {.wrson sustained by him of oiir 
Mediator and Proxy, to undergo such a 
judgment, and such a puiU5ibin6nt ; where- 
i»y he received a doom as it wore from 
(mkVs own mouth, uttered bj his ministers, 
and hare the stroke of justice from God's 
hand, represented by Ins instruments. 
Wheuee very seasonably and patiently did 
be reply to Pilate, Thtm hadst no power 
over me (or against meL except it were given 
/A/v fnm above implying that it was in 
^regard to the originally suitreme authority 
of (hid his father, and to bb particular 
Aiqniiutuient upon thi^ occasion, that our 
Saviour did then frankly subject himself to 
those iiifttriw j>owcrs, a.s to the proper mi- 
nisters of divine justice. Had he sufficed 
in any other way, by the private malice or 
passion of men, God’s special providence 
in that case had been less visible, and our 
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Lord*s obedience not so remarkable. And 
if hf» must die by public hands, it must be 
as a criminal, under a pretence of guilt 
and demerit; there must be a formal pro- 
cess, bow full soever of mockery and out- 
rage ; there must be testimonies produced, 
how void SYH'ver of truth or probability ; 
there must be a sentence pronounced, al- 
though most corrupt and injurious: for 
uo man is in this way persecuted, without 
colour of desert : otherwise it would cease 
to be public authority, and become lawless 
violence; the persecutor then would put 
off the face of a niagihtrate, and a]>pear as 
a cut-throat or a robber. 

4, Ik fine, our Saviour hardly with such 
advantage*, in any other way could have 
displayed ail kinds of virtue and goodness, 
to the honour of God, to the edification 
of men, to the furtherance of our salva- 
tion. 

The judgment-hall, with all tlic passages 
leading him thither, and thence to exe- 
cution, attended with guards of soldiers, 
amidst the crowds and clamours of people, 
were as so many theatres, on which ho had 
opportune convenience, in the fall <‘ye of 
the world, to act divers parts of sublimest 
virtue; to express his iasunerahlc eitn- 
stancy, in attesting truth and maintaining 
a gocKl conseiem^e f his meekness, in calmly 
bwing the greatest wrongs ; his {Mitience, 
in contentedly euduring the maddest adver- 
sities ; his entire re^gnation t(» the will and 
providence of (iod ; hia peaceable submis- 
sion to the law and power of man; his 
admirable charity, in pitying, iu excusing, 
in obliging those by bin good wishY'-^, and 
earnest prayers for their pui'dou, who in a 
mauuer so injurious, $odesj>iteful,t><KTue], 
did pcTsecute him ; yea, in glatlly siYflering 
all this from their hands for their salva- 
tion ; his unshokeable frith in (Irod, and un- 
alterable love toward him, antler my fierce 
a trial, so dreadful a temptation. All these 
excellent virtues and graces, by the matu^r 
being thus ordered, in a degree most emi- 
nent, and in a manner very conspicuous, 
were demonstrated to the praise of God's 
name, and tike cominendolion of his tiruth ; 
for the settlement of our faith and hcqpo, 
for an instruction and^ an encourogeuiant 
to us of good practice in tlmsc highobt in- 
stances of virtue. 

It is a passable notion among the most 
eminent pagan sages, that no very eaem- 
plary virtue con well appear otluirwisa than 
m notable misfortune. Vllvence it is said 
in Plato, tliat to improve a man heartHy 
rigkteom^ he must he scourgnd^^ tortured ^ 
* Juhn xtIU. 97 : 1 TIbk vt. IS 
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houud^ heme hU two eyes burnt out^ and tn 
the ehscy having mffered all evils^ must be 
impaled^ or eruciHt^dt* And, It um C*uuth 
Senecftt) th(* eup of poison which made iio- 
crates a great tnm^ and which out of prison 
did transfer him to heaven^^ or didprocitre 
to him that loft) esteem, affording him 
i>pportunitY to signalize his constancy, his 
equanimity, his unconcerneduess for this 
world ana life. And, The virtue^ saith he 
again, and the iiuiocence of Rutilius would 
have lain hid^ if it had m>t (L)y condemnar 
tion and exile) received injury ; while it was 
violated^ it brightly shone forth% And he 
that said tliis of others, was himself in 
nothing so itJustrious, as in handsomely 
entertaining that death to which he was by 
the bloody tyrant adjudg(‘d. And generall) 
the must lionourablc persons in the judg> 
went of posterity for gallant worth, to tms 
very end (as such philosophers teach) were 
by divine pros idenco delivered up to suffer 
opprobrious eoiideinnations and punish* 
luent**, by the ingrateful malignity of their 
times.<* So that the Greeks, in consistence 
with tJu'ir own wisdom and experience, 
could not reasonabl) scorn that cross which 
tmr good Lord (did not only, as did their 
best worthies, by forcible accidental con- 
straint undergo, but) advisedly by free 
choice did undertake, to recommend the 
mt)st excellent virtue** to imitation, and to 
promote the most noble designs that coidd 
be, by its influence* 

So great reason thc’*e was that our Lord 
should tlius suffer an a criminal. 

II. We ma\ consider, that in that kiinl 
his suffering was most bitter and painful. 
Ea.si}y we may iinagiue what acc rbity of 
pain must be endured by our Lord in his 
tender limbs b< ing strt tc‘he<l forth, racked, 
and tentered, and continuing for a good 
time in such a posture ; b) the piercing his 
hands and his feet^^ ports very nervoiu» and 
exc{uisitely sensible, with sharjp nails (so 
that, as it is said of Joseph, the iron entered \ 
into his hotd;^) by abiding exposed to the I 
injuries of the sun scorching, the wind 
)>eating, the weather searching l^s grievous 
woiuuis and sores. Such a pain it was; 
and that no stupi tying, no transient pain, 
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but one both very acute and lingeriiw: for 
we see, that he together with his follow'* 
sufferers had both presence of mind and 
time to discourse. Even six long hours 
did he remain under such torture, sustain- 
ing in each moment of them lioyond the 
pangs of an ordinary death.* But as the 
I case was so hard and sad, so the reason of 
it was great, and tlie fruit answerably good. 
Our Saviour did embrace such a passion, 
that, in being thus content to endure the 
most intolcr3)le smarts for us, he might 
demonstrate the vehemence of his love; 
tliat he might signify the heinousness of 
our sins, which deserved that from such a 
person so heavy punishment should he e\« 
ai^tcd ; that he might appear to yield a mi- 
luable compensation for those pains which 
w*e should have suffered; that he throughly 
might exemplify the hardest duties of oho 
dience and patience. 

III. This manner of suffering was (as 
most sharp and afftictive, so) most \ile and 
shameful ; being proper to the basest con- 
dition of the worbt men, nnd unworth) of 
a freeman, however iiocent and gmlt).|| 
If was servile supplicium^ a punishment 
never by the Romans, under whose law our 
Lord suffered, legally inflicted upon fit < - 
men, but upon slaves oiil) ; that is, upon 
people scarcely regarded as men, having tii 
a sort forfeited or lost them«clvc-». And 
among the Jews that execution wliicli most 
apjrroachod thereto, and in part agreed w ith 
it (for their law did not allow any so m- 
huniaii punishment;, hanging up tlic dead 
bodies of some tliat had been put to d« a li, 
was held most infamous and cxt‘craIJc* tor. 
Cursed (said the law) i» i^tnj one that 
hnngeth upon a ttee; cursed, that is, de- 
voted to reproach and lualcdiction ; At- 
cuf fed by God^ saith the Hebrew , that is, 
seeming to be rejected by God, and by his 
special order exposed to afliiction.^ 

Indeed, accormug to tlic course of things, 
*0 be set on high, and tor eoiitinuaiicc of 
time to be objected to the view of all that 
jiasH by, in that calamitous posture, doth 
iiifuae suspicion, doth provoke ccns\u*e, 
doth invite contempt and scoi*n, doth natu- 
rally draw forth lauguagc of derision, 
spite, and detestation; especially from the 
inconsiderate, liard-hearted, and rude vul* 
gar, which commonly doth think, speak, 
and deal according to event and appear- 
ance; ( — Seqtdtur furtumm ei 

odit dammtos — ) whence to he 

t{ Qood etUun homiiw Itbero, CuaniVtii aooente. vi- 
fieatiir indignuiii ^Lmct* Iv. 9G 
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made u gazving^$t(H:h^^ iir an object of re- 
{ir(»ac*h to the multitude, is by the aj*ostle 
mentioned aa an aggravation of the hard* 
ships endured by primitive Christians. 
And thus in extrenuty did it befalt ow 
Lord: for we read, tliat the people did in 
that condition mock, jeer, and revile him,* 
drawing up their noses, abusing him by 
scurrilous gestures, letting out tnoir viru 
lent and Canton tongues i^inst him ; t so 
as to verify that prediction, 1 im a re- 
proach of men, ana denpieed of the people^ 
All they that see me hmh me to eeont : they 
hhoot out the hp, they wake the head, eay- 
in^. He trusted in the Lord: let him deliver 
him, seeing he delighted in himJ^ 

I'iie same pet*sons who tbrmiTlv had ad* 
mircHl his glorjoas works, who Lad been 
ravished aith his excellent discourses, who 
had followed and favoured him so earnest- 
ly, who hod blessed and magniiied him, 
(for he, saith St. Luke, taught in the syna- 
gogues ^ being ghaifed by ml; even those 
\ei 7 ]K*rsons did then behold him with piti- 
less contetii]»t and de.sj*ite. In coiTes|>on* 
d(‘nce to tliat prophec} , they look and stare 
upon me, tUrvKn 0 the jieojtle 

stood gazing^ on him in a most scornful 
ntann(T, venting contempt nous and spite- 
ful reprouihes*; as wc sec reported in the 
evangidieal ^to^y. 

Thus did our blessed Saviounwf/ura 
cross, dt spmng the skame.^ J^espising the 
shme ; that not simply disregiirdtng it, 

or vu ith a stoical haughtiness, with a cyni- 
(<ti immodesty, with a stupid carelessness) 
slighting it ai no evil; but not ewdiewing 
it, t>r not rating it for so gr(*at an evil, that 
to dtcline it lie would ne^j^lect the prostitu- 
tion of ins great andglonuas designs. 

'Phero is innate to man an aversation 
and abhoxTcnc^ from disgrai'cful abuse, no 
It'ss strong than arc the like antipathies to 
pain: whence cruel mockings and se&ur- 
gings ® are coupled os ingi*ediouts of tho sore 
piTsccutious sustained by God's faithful 
mortals. An<l generail} men with more 
readmess will (‘nibraco, with more coutait- 
edness will mlure, the cruelty of the latter 
than of the former; paiu not so smartly 
atfecting the lower sense, being insolent* 
Jy contemned doth grate uiion the fauev, 
and wound even the mind itself. For, the 
wounds of infamy di>, os the Wise Man 
t(*lleth us, go dofvn into the mnermost parts 
of the belly, ^ reacning the very heart, and 
touching the soul to the quick. 

heifer fMtn 
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We therefore need not doubt, but that 
our Saviour, as a man endowed with hu- 
man passions, was sensible of this natural 
evil; and that such indlgnitica did add 
iKimewhat of loatbsoipeness to his cup of 
afiliction; especially considering that his 
great charity disposed him to grieve, ob- 
serving men to act so indecently, so un- 
worthily, so ui^ustly toward him: vet in 
consideration of the glory that would thenoe 
accrue to God, of the benefit that would 
redound to us, of the Joy that was set be- 
fore him, when he should see of the travail 
of his soul, and be satisfied,^ lie most will- 
ingly did accept, and most gladly did com- 
port with it. He became a turse for ns, 
exposed to malediHion and reviling; he 
endured the coJdradiition, or obloquy, ff 
dnful men : he w'as despised, rejected, md 
diet steamed of men: he in common appre- 
hension was deserted by (iod, according to 
that of the prophet, fVc did estem him 
stricken, smitten <f(Jod, afi/l tijfficUd; hiin- 
I seif even st eming to concur in that opi- 
nion, So was he matle a cutse for us, tJiat 
ue, os the apostle teach* th, nn^ht be rc- 
dtimcd from the mrse of the luw;'^ that is, 
that we might be fri'cd from the cxemplai7 
punishment due to oiir transgressions of 
the law, wdth the displeasui’e of Go*l aji- 
pf*ai-mg therein, and the disgi*aoe In^fore 
the world attending it. lie chose thus to 
vmhe himelf of no reputatum,* vomdisafing 
to be dealt with as a wretched slave, and 
a wicked miscreant, that we might be ex- 
I enipted, not onl) from the torment, but 
‘ lU^io from the ignominy which we bad 
I merited; tliat together with oiu* life, our 
safety, our liberty, we might even recover 
that honour which we hod forfeited and 
emWzzled. 

But lest any should be tempted n*>t suf- 
tiejcntly to value tliese .sufferances of <mr 
Lord, as not so rare but that othiT men 
have tasted the like ; lest atiy .should jpre- 
sume to corappre them with adlict ions mei- 
dewt to other persons, as t'cKus dul com- 
pare them with those of Anaxarchus and 
Kpictetua;^ it is re<iuisitoto consider some 
remarkable particulars about them. 

We may tlien consider, that not only the 
in^nite dignify of his person, and the iwr* 
feet innocency of his life, did enhance the 
price of lus bufrerings; but some endow- 
ments peculiar to him, and some circum- 
stances ailheruig to his design, did much 
ailment their force. 

He was not only, aecordirtg to the framo 
and tempter of human nature, bCiiMiily 

5 Htb. XU, 8, IIM. n , (iM. Ill* 13 , H,K 
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touched with the pein, the shame, the 
whole oombinatioa of disasters apparently 
waiting on bis passion; as God (when he 
did sense and passion into our nature, 

ordering objects to afilect them) did intend 
we should be, and as other men in like cir- 
ciiiDstanoes would have been ; but in many 
respects beyond that ordinary rate : so that 
no man, we may suppose, could have felt 
snob grjrf from them as he did, no man 
ever hath been sensible of any thing oom<- 
parablc to what he did endure ; that pas- 
sage bemg truly applicable to him: Belmld^ 
aiul Bee if there be any harrow like to my 
Barrow^ whu*h is done mto me, wherewitn 
the Lof^ hath afflicted me in the day of his 
farce anger; as that unparalleled sweating 
out great lumps ofhhod may argue r'* and 
as the terms cxi»ressiiig his re^ontlueuts do 
intimate. For, in respect of present evils, 
he said of liiuiself, Jly soul is exceeding 
mncwfulto he is said to 

he in great anguish and anxiety, to be in 
an agony or pang of sorrow. In regard to 
mischief u Inch he saw coming on, he is 
said to be disturbed in Aynnt, and to be sore 
amazed^ or ilisma^ed at them.’ To such 
an exceeding height did the sense of in- 
cumbent c\ils, and the prospect of unpen- 
dent calamities, the apprehension of his 
me, together a ith a refl<*ction on our con- 
dition^ screw up his aifec‘tions. 

And no wender that such a burden, 
even the weight of all the ’jins (the imm- 
bei less most heinous sins and abomination*!} 
that ever wei*c committed by znanldud, by 
appropriation of them to himself, l}ing on 
lus shoulders, he should feel it heavy, or 
seem to crouch or groan under it ; that in 
the mystical Psalm, applied by the apostle 
to him, he should cry out, Innumerable evils 
hixee compassed me about; mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I am not 
able to look up; they are more than the hairs 
of my head^ andmy heart fuUeth me.'" The 
sight of God's indignation, ^80 dreadful] v 
darning out against sm, might well astonish 
and ti^rrity him: to stand, as it were, be- 
for( the mouth of hell belching fire and 
brim lone in his face ; to he down in the 
hottest furnace of flivine vengeance; to 
quench w ith hi<* own heart-bloc^ the wrath 
of Heaven, and the infernal fire (as he did 
in regard to those who will not rekindle 
them themselves;, might well in the 
heart of a man bej^t unconceivable and 
ime\pressible piH\ssures of afiliction. When 
such a Fdlhor (so infinitely good and kind 

” lam \ la, xxii U » Muitt. xtvi 37,38, 
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to him, whom bo so dearly and porfectly 
loved) did hide his face from him, did 
frown on him^ how could be otherwise 
than be mightily troubled? Is it strange 
that so hearty a love, so tender a pity, 
contemplating our sinfulness, and ex{ke- 
rimenting our wretchedness, should be 
deeply touched^ To sec, 1 say, so plainly, 
to feel so throughly the horrible blinilneas, 
the tolly, the infidelity, the imbecility, the 
ingratitude, the incorrigibility, tlie strange 
perverseness, perfidlousiiess, malice, and 
cruelty of manmind in so many instances 
(in the treason of Judas, in the denial of 
Peter, in the desertion of all the apostles, 
in the spite and rage of the persecutors, 
in the falsehood of the witnesscA, in the 
abuses of tike people, in the coniphaii<*e of 
Pilate, in a general conspiracy of friends 
and foes to sin), all these surrounding him, 
all im'oding him, all diseharging themseh cs 
upon him; would it not astone a iiiim) *$o 
pure? would it nut wound a heart ho 
der and full of cliarity ? 

Surely, any of those persons who foiully 
do pretend unto, or lainly do glory in, a 
sullen apatliy, or a stubborn contempi «*f 
the evils incident to our nature and 
would in such a case have bwn utterly 
dejected; the most resohed phihisophi*!* 
would have been dashed into confu*»ion at 
llie sight, would have been ('rushed into 
desperation under the senne of those evils 
which did assault him. 

With tike greatness of the cauhCs, the 
goodness of his constitution dkd conspire 
to increase his suficriiigs. For sur< 1} , as 
his complexion was most pure and deli- 
cate, his spirit most vivid and apprehensive, 
his afitc'tions most pliant and tr«u'tab]e ; 
so accordingly wimhl tlie impreshioiis u{>on 
him he most soiiMble. and consequently the 
pains which he felt (in liody or soul) most 
afiiictive. 

lliat we in like cases ore not alike moY(5d, 
that we do not tremble at the apprehensions 
of God's disjdoasuro, that we are niH af- 
frighted with the sense of our sins, that wc 
do not with sad horror r<wnt our danger 
and our misery, doth arise fi*om that we 
have very glimmering and faint eonceptionH 
of those matters ; or that they do not in so 
clear and lively a manner strike our fancy 
(not appearing in their true nature and 
pro|>er wape, so heinous and so hideous as 
they really are in theinseiveH and in tbidr 
conseqocncea ;) or because w'O have but 
weak liersuasions about them ; or becaxise 
wc do but slightly consider them ; or from 
that our hearts arc vtvy hard and callous, 
our afilutions very cold and duil^ so that 
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nothing of this nature (nothing beside gross 
material afikirs) oaa mollify or melt them ; 
or for that we have in us small love to God, 
and a slender regard to our own welfare ; 
in fine, for that m spiritual matters we are 
neither so wise, so sober, so serious, nor 
so good of* ingenuous, in any reasonable 
measure, as wo should be. But our Sa- 
viour, in all those resiHscts, was otherwise 
''disjiused. He most evidently discerned the 
wrath of God, tho grievousness of sin, the 
wroteheduessof man, most truly, mostfidly, 
most strongly represented to his mind : he 
most firmly believed, yea most certainly 
knew, whatever God’s law had declared 
about them: he did exactly consider and 
weigh tliein : his heart was most soft and 
sensible, his affections were most quick 
and excitable by their due objects: he was I 
full of dutiful love to God, and mo^ | 
ardently desirous of our good, bearing a 
more than fraternal gCHxbwill toward us. 
Wht'Ui^e it is not so marvellous that m a 
man, as a transceadently wise and good 
imm, he w'as to vehemently idfecied by 
those occurrences, that his imagination was 
so troubh^, and his passions so stirred by , 
them ; so that he thence did suffer in a 
manner and to a degree unconceivable, 
according to that ejaculation in the Greek 
liturgies: vv* rto ir*fnfiaran 

v»fi. XjW, By thy unknown 
O Christy have mercy on us. But 
further, 

IV. We may consider, that this way of 
''uiferiug had in it some particular advan- 
tages, conducing to the accomplishment of 
our Lord's ]»rincipal designs. 

Its being very notorious, and lasting a 
compcteul time, were good advantages. 
For if he had been jirivately made awy, 
or suddfiuly despatched, no such great 
notice would have been taken of it, nor 
would the matter of fact have been so fhlly 
proved, to the confirmation of our ftdtb, 
and conviction of inRdcnty ; nor had that 
his excellent deportment undtr sucli bitter 
aHiiction (his most divine patience, meek- 
ness, and cJiariti ) so iHustrioualy shone 
forth* Wherefore, to prevent ail exc^p. 
tions, and excuses of unMief (together 
with other collateral g(»od purposes), divine 
l^rovidence did so manage the business, 
that as the course of his life, so also the 
manner of his death, should be most otm- 
hpiottously remarkablo. J eoake fiv&ly to 
tht worlds md m mrct have 1 done nothings 
^aid lie of himself ; aawi, Theee f Afags (suid 
St. Paul to king Agrippa) were not done 
in a comer,* Such were the proceedings 
* J<;hn xvUi* tiO i Acts xitl. 


of hb lift, not close or dancular, but frank 
and open; not presently hushed up, but 
leisurely carried on in the face of the world, 
that men might have the advantage to ob- 
serve and examine them. And ashelived^ 
so ho died, most publicly and visibly; the 
world being witness of his death, aud so 
prepared to believe his ro<n.irr«ction, and 
thence disposed to embrace hb doctrine ; 
according to what he did foretei : /, beijig 
Ufted up from the earthy $hall draw uU men 
to mer for he drew all men, by so obvious 
a deatli, to take notice of it; he drew all 
well-dbposed persons, from the wondrous 
eckusequenoes of it , to lielieve on him . And , 
Ae (tojud he again) Afosee did wait the scr- 
peid in the mkhrnees^ so must the Son of 
man be exalted,* As the chwation of tliat 
mysterious servient did render it visible, 
said did attract the eyes of people toward 
it;* whereby, God’s power invisibly ac- 
companying Umt sacramXital performance, 
they were cured of thase mortiferous stings 
which they liad received: so our Lord, 
being mounted on tho cross, allured the 
eyes of men to behold him, and their heart*i 
fo close w'jth him; whereby, the hea\enly 
virtue of God's spirit cu-operating, they 
became saved from those d^truetive sins, 
which from the Devil’s serpentine instiga- 
tions they had incurred. 

I Another advantage of thb kind of suf- 
fering was, tliat by it the nature of that 
king^ui, which he did intend to erect, was* 
evidently signi6ed : that it was not^such as 
the carnal pt^plc did expect, an external, 
earthly, temporal kingdom, consbting iu 
domination over the l^es and estates of 
tntm, dignified by outward wealth and 
splendour, managed by worldly power and 
policy, promoted hy forcible compulsion 
and terror of arms, aftbrdiug the advan- 
tages of safety, quiet, and prosperity here ; 
but a kingdom purely spirituid, celestiai, 
eternal ; consisting in the g«>vernauce of 
men’s hearts and minds; admucd witii tlio 
endowments of w*isd(»m and virtue ; admi- 
nbtoi'ed by tho conduct and grace of (vod ’4 
Hofr Spirit; upheld and pro^MigAtiri hy 
memi instruction, by virtuous example, l»y 
hearty devotion, and humble }Mmenee ; 
rewarding its loyal subjects with spiritual 
joys and t'onsolations now, with heavenly 
rest and bliss hereafter. No oilier king- 
dom could ho presume to design, who sub- 
mitted to ibis aolorous and disgraoeftd way 
of suffering; no evther exploits couhl ho 
pretend to acbioo by expiring on a eA’'aN^; 
no c»thcr way could he rule, who gjv 
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himself to be maimKed by the will of hw 
aihersaries; no other heneiit^ would iliih 
forlorn case allow him to tlispenao. So that 
ViAl mi]2:ht he then assert, My khigdom is 
not of this world when he was ffoing in 
this signal way to demonstrate mat im- 
portant truth. 

It Wjis also a most convenient touchstone 
to prove the genuine disposition and worth 
of men so as to discriminate those wise, 
8ol>er, ingenuons, sincere, generous souls, 
who could disi^ern true goodness through 
so dark a cloud, who could love it though 
so ill-favouredly disfigured, who could 
embrace and avow it notwithstanding so 
terrible disadvantages ; it served, 1 say, to 
distinguish those blessed ones, who ivould 
not he offended in /nm, or by the scandal of 
the cross be discouraged from adhering to 
him, from the crew of blind, vain, per- 
verse, haughty people, who, being scanda- 
lized at his adversity, would contemn and 
reject him.** 

Another considerable advantage was this, 
that by it God’s sj>ecial providence \%as dis- 
covered, and his glory illustrated in the 
propagation of the gospel.* For how could 
it be, that a person of so low parentage, of 
so mean garb, of so poor condition, uhu 
imderweut so lamentable and despicable a 
kind of death, falling under the pride and 
spite of his enemies, so ea'^ily should gain 
so general an opinion in the world (even 
among the best, the wisest, the gi eatest per- 
sons) of being the U>rd of life and glory 9* 
How, 1 say, could it happen, that such a 
miracle could be ofiected without God’s 
aid and special concurrence ? Tliat king 
Herod, who from a Jong reign in fiourinli- 
iiig state, with prosperous success in his 
enterprises, di<I attain the name of Great ; 
or that Vespasian, who triumphantly did 
usc^end tlie imperial throne, should either 
of them, by a few admirers of worldly 
vanity, serously be held, or in flatter) hi* 
(^allcd the Messias, is not so strange : but 
that one who was trampled on so miserably, 
and treated as a wretched caitifi', should 
instantly conquer innumerable hearts, and, 
from such a deptli of extreme adversity, 
.should be advanced to the sublirnest pitch 
of glory ; tliat the stone wMch tfu* builders 
witli so much scorn did refuse^ should be* 
come the kead-stone of the corner; this (with 
giMMl assurance we may sav) nm the Lord's 
doings and it is marvellous in our eyes.* 
Hereby indeed the erceUennj of divine 
poim ** ami wisdom was mu<»h glorified ; by 
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M) impotent, so improbalde, so implausible 
m<*an8 accomplishing so preat effects ; stib- 
duing the world to obedience of God, not 
by the active valour of an illustrious hero, 
but through the patient submission of a 
poor, abused, ana oppressed person ; re- 
storing mankind to life and liappiness by 
the sorrow fill death of a crucified Saviour. 

V. Lastly, the consideration of our Lord’s 
suffering in this manner is very useful in 
application to our practice: no point is 
more firuiiful of wliolcsoine instruction, 
none is more forcible to kindle devout af- 
fections, none can afford more efficacious 
inducements and niccntivos to a pious life. 
For what virtue will not a serious medita- 
tion on the ci'Oss be apt to br(»ed and to 
cherish? To what duty will It not engage 
and excite us ? 

1. Are wc not hen<*e infinitely (ihliged, 
with most humble affection and hearty gra- 
titude, to adore each Person of the blessed 
Trinity ? 

That God the Father should d(‘sign such 
a redemption for us; not ynjaing hn otm 
Son (the Son of his love, d<ar to him as 
himself), hut delivering lam up for to 
be tlms acalt with for our sake : that (hid 
would endure to sec his Son in so pitiful 
a condition, to hear him groaning under 
so grievous pressure^, to let him Ik* so 
‘ horrildy abusi d ; and that for us, w ho 
deserved nothing from him, whohad<lc- 
merited so much against him ; for u*-, who 
were no friends to him (for even mhen ice 
v^ere enemies, we vu^rc reconciled to Hod by 
the death of his Sim,) who were nut any 
ways commcndahlo for goodness or right- 
eousness (for ( 'hrisf did suffer for sinners, 
the just for the unjust; and God t'omnumded 
his hne to vs, that while we were sinful, 
Christ died for us :) that God thus should 
lorn us, sending his Son to be a propitiation 
for our in so dismal a way of suffer- 
ing, how stupendous is that goodness! how 
vast an obligation doth it lay upon us to 
reeiiirocai affection! If we do owe all to 
God, as our Maker, from whose* unde- 
served bounty we did receive all that we 
have ; how much further do we stand in- 
debted to him as the Author of our re- 
demption, from whose ill-deserv('d mei*cy 
we receive a new being, and better state ; 
and that in a way fiir more obliging! For 
Gexi created us with a word, without more 
cost or trouble: but to redeem us stood 
him in hiige expenses and pains ; no less 
titan the deliasing of his only Son to our 

1 Rom viil 32; Col 1 1.7 1 Rom v JO, I Pat 

10 IN, Aoui. V l>; If Vor, v 19, Hoiii v S, 1 JoJui 
IV. K) 



RERMON^XXitli.1 O0E BLESSED SAVIOUIL 911 


IVailty, tl^e cxpositigiiim to more thimour 
misery, ihe withdrawing hU face and re^ 
^training his howtds from his best beloved* 
]f a Jew, then, were commanded by bw, 
if a Gentile were obliged by nature, to 
law God wUkidl his hwt andaU ki9 sisfid; 
what afTeetion doth a Christian, under ihe 
law and duty of grace, owe unto him ? By 
what computation can wc^ reckon that debt^ 
What fac'ulticA have wo t»uMciont to dis- 
charge it ? What finite heart can hold an 
aifeoluin commensurate* to such an obliga- 
tion ? 

And how can it olhorwise than inflame 
our heart with love toward the blessed Sou 
of God, our Saviour, to consider that, 
merely out of charitable pity toward us, 
he purposely came dowm from heaven, and 
took our flesh upon him, tiuiJl he might 
th<*rein undergo tlmsc extreme acerbities 
of pain, and tho<4o most ugly indigniti<w of 
shame for us? ^ Qreatt^r love (said he) hath 
no wan than thh^ that a man lay dam hi$ 
hfr yjir his f fiends.^ But that God should 
1 , 1 ^ down bis life, should pour forth his 
blood, bhoiilil he aspersed with the worst 
crinus, and tlothi‘d with fouVst shame, 
should be executed on across as a maU- 
f actor aud a sla\e, for his enemies and 
rebillious tiMitors, what imagination can 
devi’^e an\ < Yjire^bion of charity or friend- 
ship cowparablf to thw»? Wherefore, iflo\o 
naturally be productive of love, if friendsJup 
justl) ineriteth a correspondence in good- 
will, what (fleet should the consideration 
of so inofthhle a love, of so tuiparallelcd 
friendship, have upon us? 

Ilow (itn any serious reflection ou this 
cv(‘nt foil to work hearty gratitude in Uh 
toward our good Lord^ I'oi put case any 
j>erson for our sake (that he might rescue 
10 from the grtsvtest misehii'fs, and pur- 
< base for ils tho highest benefits) wUlmgly 
shfiuld de^irive himself of all his eataio 
^,and that a very Urge one;, of his honour 
(and that a very high oni'), of his ease and 
pleasure (and tho'K' the most perfect and 
assured tiiat could be ;) that he should ex- 
pose himself to the greatest hazards, should 
<»ndar<‘ the sorest pains and most diagi^oce- 
f 111 ignominies; should pvo«tiitute hit) life, 
iuid in most hidoous manm i la^e it, merely 
lor our sftke: should we not then uppre- 
h(md and confess ourselves monstrouidy 
ingratefol, if we did not most deeply resent 
such kindness; if upon ail 0 (*c^ions we 
did not express our tWikfrthieas for it; if 
wo did not ever rea<hly yudd all the ac- 
knowledgment and all the requital wo wtre 

» eph/iii* rt; V S, It SOf Apoo i. 5 

^ John xy 13,— fhL*h ba 

Vox** J. 


able ? The ease in regard to our MeCAed 
Saviour is like in kind; but in 
whatever we can suppose doth infliu^y 
fall below the p^ormauces of him for tts, 
who sloped from the top of heaven, who 
laid aside the im^esty and the feBdty bf 
God, Ibr the infamies and ike dolours of a 
cross, that bo might redeem us from tho 
tmnents of hell, and instate us in the joys 
of paradise. So that our obtmations of 
gratitude to him are unexpresstbly great; 
and wo cannot with any free deny oui^holves 
to be must basely unworthy, if the eflbets 
in our heart and lifr be not answerable* 

Nor should w c forget , th«it also upon this 
acoouiit we do owe great love and thanks 
to God the lioly Ghosi^ who, as he d^d 
origiiiany conspure m the wondertiil jiro- 
ject of our redemption, as he did exe- 
cutively by miraculous operation conduct 
our Saviour into bis flesJdy tabcrnaiile, as 
he did bv uraueasurable communications of 
divine virtue assist his humaiiity through 
all the course of his Hfe f* so in this junc- 
ture lie did inspire him with charity more 
than human, and did support him to un- 
dergo those pressures with invincible pUr- 
ticnce ; and so did sanctify all this sacerdotal 
performance, that our Lord (as the ^lostle 
doth afhrm) dtd thtmgb the eterrud Spirit 
offer himself without spot to GodJ^ 

il. What Rurcr ground can there be of 
faith in* God, what stronger encourage- 
ment of hope, than is su^ested by this 
consideration ^ Tor if God steadfrittly did 
hold hi'» purpose, xutd faitlifully did accom- 
pli'ih his word in an Inatancc so dUta«<tefiil 
to his ow n heart and bowelt* ;® how can we 
ever suspect lus constancy and fldoUty in 
any case? how can we distrust the comple- 
tion of any div ine promise ? 

If f/od* ^ared not hts own Sm^ hut tie- 
Imred kirn up for w?,** to the sufFeriugs of 
so contumelious affliction ; how can we any 
ways be diffldent of his bounty, or desjiair 
of his mert v ? flow (as the apostle doth 
argue) shtd) he ndt also with him fieohf 
give vs all things f 

If ever we Ik» tempted to doubt of God's 
goodness, will not this experiment thereof 
convbce and satisfy us? For what higher 
kindness could G(>d expiH?ss, what k>wtr 
condescension could he vouchsafr, by what 
pledw could he more clearly or surety 
testify his wiliiiigncss and his de^ht to do 
us good, than by thus ordentig his 
Bon to nndergo such miscruis for us? 

If the greatness of our sins discourageth 
its fron cntoi'laining comfortable htqws of 
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merey, will it not n^ar our hearts, to con* 
aider tha^ auch a punbhttient bath been 
Indieted to expiate wem, whidi miffht con- 
test the most rigorous severity th^ snob 
a price is laid down to redeem tea from the 
mrse^ which richly may snftce to mscharge 
it that such a sacrifice bath been oibred, 
which God hath avowed for most available 
and acceptable to himbelf ? So that now 
what can justice exact more from us ?— 
what have we further to do, than with a 
penitent and thankful heart to embrace the 
mercy purchased for us ? Who is he that 
eonden^h^ seeing Christ hath died^ and 
hath his aum self borne ostr sms in his om 
tody on the tree r* Whatever the woundn 
of our conscience be, is not the blood of 
the cross ^ tempered with our hearty repent- 
anoe, and applied by a li\ch faiUi, a sove- 
reign balsam, of virtue sumciont to cure 
them ? And may we not by his strtjtes be 
healed f Have we not abundant reason, 
with the holy apostle^ to joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom we have 
recdoed the atonements* Is it not to de- 
predate the worth, to disparage the effi- 
cacy of our Lord*s passion, any ways to 
despair of mercy, or to be disconsokte for 
guilt ; as if the cross were not enough 
worthy to compensate for our imworthi- 
ness, or onr Saviour's patience could not 
balance our disobedience ? 

3. It indeed may yield gi eat- joy and 
sprightly consolation to us, to contemplate 
our Lord upon the cross, exercising his 
immense chatty toward os, transact^ all 
the work of our rodempdon, defeating all 
the enemies, and evacuating all the obsta- 
cle^ of our Ovation. 

May we not delectably^ consider him as 
there stretching fiirth Im arms of kind- 
ness, t with thmn to embrace the world, 
and to lecdve all xnanMnd under the uiigfv 
of his protection ? as there spreading out 
his bands, with them earnestly inviHig and 
entreating us to accept the overtures of 
grace, procured by him for us? 

h it not sweet aud satisfiKrtory to view 
our great High Priest on that high altar 
offiering up hm own pure fieeh, and pour- 
ing out his precious mood, as an universal 
complete sacrifice, profdtiatovy for the shw 
of mankind 

Is it not a goodly object to faehold hu- 
mility and pa&nce ao glorieualT roaring 
thcinj»el\es above idl wcnrlffiy, all infbmm 
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pride and xubolcnee ; by the cross ascend- 
ing untck 4^6 cclesdal throne of dignity and 
majesty superlative ? 

Is it not pleasatit to contemplate our 
Lord there standing erect, not only as a 
resolute sufierer, but as a noble conquer- 
or, where hoeing spoiled prineipalUies and 
powers^ he made a solemn show^ iriitmpking 
over themf^ Did ever any conqueror, 
laMy seated in his triumphal chariot, yield 
a spectacle so gallant and magnifU^nt? 
Was ever tree adorned with trophies su 
pompous and splendid ? 

To the exterior view and carnal sense 
of men, our Lord was then udeed exposed 
to scorn and shame; Uit to spiritual and 
sincere discerning, all his and oor enemies 
did there hong up as objects of contempt, 
utterly overthrown and undone. 

There the Devil, that strong ^ and sturdy 
cue, did hang up bound in ebuns, disarmed 
and rified, quite baffied and confoundt^i, 
mankind being rescued from his tyrannic 
power.’' 

There the world, with its vain jiomps, 
Its counterfeit beauties, its beu lic hiug plea- 
sures, its fimdly admired excelieuciis, did 
hang up, all defaced and (fisparsf,i>d ; as it 
^peared to St. Paul : for GW (naith he) 
forhdthat I diould glory ^ sore in the aoss 
of Christy by which the world is crueijud to 
me, and I unto the uorldJ 

There, in a most lively representation, 
and most admiraldo pattern, exiiibited 
the mortjfieaHon of our Jksh^ wufA ds af 
fections and lusts ; and onr oM man ms 
cruiifiedy that ike body of sin might bt* ck • 
stroy^dJ 

There our sins, being (as St. Peter tellelh 
us) earried up by km ntUo the gibbet y did 
hang as marks of bis victorious prowtM, as 
maJtdactors by him ctmlemned in the fleshy 
as oiijccts of our horror 4Uid hatred.' 

There death it‘>elf buug ti*u>ping, with 
Its sting pulled out, and all its terrors 
quellcil; nis death having prevented ours, 
and induced Immortality.^ 

There all wrath, mNtfy, strife (the lumes 
of comfortable llfiOi <lid hang abohshed tn 
Ais j^hy and slmn upon the viosSy by the 
bhad whereof he mm* pem c, and reconciled 
dU things in heemfn am earths 

There manifold jrokes of bondage, in- 
struments of vexation, and principles of 
vmdanoe, even all the handmting of ordU 
nances that was againH «s, did up, 
cmiceUed, awd mmd to the cross.* 
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So muofa frweet omatort by con- 
feidctatidn maybe extracted fromthit event, 
M h)cb in appearance was most doMid, but 
in effect the moit happy that ever by lVc»- 
videnoe was dispensed to the world. Fur- 
ther, 

4. This consideration is most useful to 
render us very hinnble and sensible of our 
weaknebS, our vileness, our wretchtnlncs?. 
For how low was that our fall, from which 
we could not be raised witliout snch a de- 
pression of God’s only Soul How peat is 
tliat niipotency, wbich did need nurh a suc- 
cour to relieve it! How abominable must 
be timt iniquity, w hieh might not be ex- 
filatcd without so costly a sacrifice*! How 
deplorable U that misery, which cotdcl not 
be remoiod without commutation of so 
strange a soficrii^! Would the Sou of 
God have So emptSd^ and abased himself 
for nothing? Would he have endured such 
pains and ignominies for a triile? No, sure- 
ly * if our guilt had been slight, if our case 
harl been tolerable, the divine wisdom 
would have chosen a more eheap and easy 
remedy for us. 

Is it not madness for us to be conceited 
of any worth m ourselves, to couddc iu any 
merit of our works, to glory in any thing 
belonging to us, to fancy ourselves brave, 
fine, happy persons, worthy of great re- 
spect and estei^m t wheims our unworthi- 
ncss, our dein/ rit, qiu* fcftiom. estate, did 
extort firom the most graciotw God a dis- 
pleasure needing such a recondlSation, did 
impose upon the most glorious Son of God 
a necessi^ to undergo such a punishment 
in our behalf? 

How c;m we reasonably pretend to any 
honour, or justly aasoino any regard to our- 
solvit, whenas the firstborn of bcaven, the 
Lord pfir^r divine majesty, 

was fain to tntfisc himeff of no repniutian, 
to put himself into the garb of a smant^^ 
and, under tlie imputation of a malefactor, 
to bear such disgrace and infiMnyin our 
room, in lieu of tlie confusion due to us? 

What lyiore j[Mi){)ubie confutation can 
there be of human vanity and arrogance, 
of all lofty all presumnhious 

confidences, all turgid humours, all fond 
sclf-plcasings aiod self-adminngs, than is 
that tragicu cross, w heroin^ as in a glass, 
our foul deformity, our idtifid meanness, 
our helpless hidrndty, our sad wofulness, 
are so uUiidy represoiitcd. 

Well surely we way wi& Siw Aus- 
tin, Ut man nenr ai blush to be 

jtrond^ for lokom (jlud is ngxde so hmddr, 
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[And since, as lie doth ad<V this grnai di$>^ 
easr of soul did bnng dawn the ulmg^ 
Physician from heaven^ did humble him iu 
the form^ of a seroant^ did svJ^eri him to 
amiumelies^ did suspend him on a cross, 
that this tumour by virtue of so great a me- 
dicine might be rured:} may not he well be 
resumed incurable, who is not cured of 
is pride by this medicine; in Whom nei- 
ther the reason of the case, nor the force 
of such an example, can work humility? 

5. Bui furtlmr, while this contemplation 
doth breed M>lwr humibly, it also should 
presorve us 6ioiu baae abjectness of loiiul; 
for it doth evidently demonstrate, that, ac- 
cording to God’s infallible judgment, we 
are very considerahlc ; that our souls are 
capable of high regard ; Ibat it is a great 
pity we should be lu^t and abandoned to 
ruin. For hureh, had not God much 
esteemed and respected us, he would not 
for our bakes have so debased himself, or 
deigned to eudun* so mneh for our reco- 
ver}; divinejustiec would not have exacted 
or a(*ei*pted such a ransom f)r our souls, 
had they been of little worth. We idiould 
not therefore slight oursehes, nor demean 
ourselves like sorry contemptible wretches, 
as if we desi^ved no oonsidiTation, no 
pity from ourselves ; as if we thought our 
souls not worth saving, which yet our Lord 
thought good to purchase at sodear a rate«^t 
By so despising or disregarding ourselves, 
do wi not condemn the sentiments, do we 
not vilify the suftcringsof our Lord ; so with 
a jMtiAil meanness of spirit joining the most 
unworthy injustic^^and ingratitude? Again, 
(1. How can wc rodect upon this event 
without extreme displeasure against, and 
hearty detestation of our sins? those sins 
which indeed did Inxng such tortures and 
such disgraces upon our blessed HedsKuner ? 
Judas, tiie wretch who betrayed him ; the 
Jewish prie^ who did accuse and jurose- 
04ito him; tho wicked tout wbich did abu- 
sively instdt over him; those cruel hands 
tliat smote lum; those pitiless hearts that 
scorned hini $ tlmsc poisonous tongues that 
mocked hun and reviled him; idl those 
who were the instruments and abettprs of 
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ttfflietioii. how So we IMhc; and abhor 
Ihemt how do we detest their mms and 
ateerate their memoriesl Stxt how much 
greater reason have we to id)Oiiunate our 
iidn% which were the true, the panncipal 
actors of ell that woful traged;] JSe tm 
^elwered fir our ofi/ums &ey were in* 
deed the traitors, which l^the hands of 
Judas delivered him up. & that knew no 
sfa, wa$ made sen fir that Is, was ao* 
ousod, was condemned, was executed as a 
einner for us. It was therefore we, who 
bj our sins did impeach him; the apitelhl 
wiests were but oar advocates : we by them 
cMa^udge and sentence him; Pilate was 
hut drawn inagainst his will and conscimwe 
to be our spokesman in that behalf: we by 
thorn did ii^ct that horrid puniidiment on 
him; the Homan executioners wore but 
our representatives thtsrein. JSe became a 
eurte for us; * that is, all the mooberjr,, 
derision, and eontuxndy he endured, did 
proceed from us ; the silly pe^e were but 
properties acting our parts. Oar ^hs were 
they that cried out, Cruoififel 
him, erue^ kmX with clamours more loud 
and more importunate than did all tile 
Jewish rabble; it was thev, whidbi by the 
borrowed tiiroats of that case people did 
so outrageously persecute him. /fir was 
wounded for our transgressions^ and bruised 
fir our m^ties:^ it was they, which by 
by the han^ of the fierce sohWs, ami of 
the rude populace, as by senseless engines, 
did^ufiet and scourge liim; they by the 
mdls and thorns did pierce his flesh, and 
rend his saci'ed body. Upon them, ihere^ 
Ibre, it is most just and m that we should 
turn our hatred, that we Aould dischaige 
our indignatiom 

7. And what in reason can be more 
powerflil toward working potential sor- 
row and remorse, than reaction upon such 
horr^C eflhcts, ^ooeeding from our sins? 
How can we forbear eanimy to gnevc, 
Oiifu^dorigg ourselyes by them to have beer 
the perfh&us betrayers, the m^ust slan- 
derers, thecroelpersectttors and barbarous 
murderers of a persmi so innocent and 
lovsit}, so 1 ^ benign, so great and 
glorious; of God*s own dear son, of our best 
mend, ot our most j^aeiotts Eedeemer ? 

* 8. If ingenuity uiU not operate so &r, 
and hereby melt us into contrition; yet 
surely this oonsideraiion must needs affipct 
uswhharellp^ousfear. Tor can we o^ier* 
wise than tremble to think apon tbebemoiis 
guilt of our sins, upon the dreadftil flerce- 
neesof G(4*s wrath against them, 
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impartial severity of divine judgment for 
thorn, all so nmuifeat^ discovered^ aH so 
Uveli^setfrrthinthismsimdiqE^e^^ If 
the %iew of an ortlinary exeoiniou U apt to 
beget In us some terror, some dread of the 
law, some reverence toward authori|^; 
whai awthl im^^saons dunddthis nnguhar 
example of dmne justice work uj^n us? 

How greatly we should be moved thereby, 
what anections it should raise in us, we may 
even learn from the most mammatn Crea- 
tures: for the whole world did seem affewted 
thereat with horror and confudon; the 
ftwme of thix^ was discomposed ana dis- 
turbed; all nature did feel a kind of com- 
passion and compunction fr»r it. The sun 
(as from aversion and sluuue) did hide his 
face, leaving the world covered for three 
hours with mouxnfril blackness ; the bowels 
of frie earth did yearn and quake $ the rocks 
did split; the veil of the temple was rent; 
the mves did open themselves, and the 
dead bodies were roused up. And can we, 
then, (who are the most concerned in the 
event) be more stupid than the earth, more 
obdurate than rocks, more drowsy than 
interred carcasses, the most insensible and 
immoveable things in nature? But further, 

0. How can the meditation on this event 
do otherwise thau hugely deter ttj» from all 
W'ilfhl disobedience and commission of bin? 
For how thereby can we violate such eu- 
gageioents, and tbwart such an example of 
obedience? How tb^eby can we abuse so 
wonderful goodness, and disoblige so tran- 
scendent oWity? llow thereby can we 
rqjlectthat gentm dominion Over us, which 
our Redeemer did so dearly purciiase, or 
renounce Me Lord that bought vs at so high 
a rate?* With what heart can wo bring 
^on the stage, and net over that ire- 
ful tn^dy, renewing all that pain and idl 
that di^ace toour Saviour: as the apostle 
teacheth that we do by apostacy, erudfiing 
to oursehes the Son of God afresh^ and 
putting hm to an open shamef^ Cun we 
without horror tread under foot the Son of 
G(Ht.andiHmt the blood of^e eommant an 
tmhofg ihingi^ (as the same divine apostle 
saith aji wmbl tramgressors do f) vilifying 
that most sacred and precious blood, 
fredly shed for the demonstration of God's 
mon^, and ratifloation of his gradons in- 
tentions toward us, as athing of no special 
worth or eonsideratiou; Aaqiish^alllflsso 
luad p«dnfrd endeavoip^ for onr aajva- 
iion t debating his most charitable purposes 
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and ««rnebt debires fnr our welfitfe; rm* 
daring all his so bitter and laatbsom^ suf- 
ferings in regard to us tttierfy vain and 
iViiitless, jea mdoed very hortfm and per- 
nicious? For if ttie cross do not save us 
from our siyis, it will much aggravate their 
guilty and augment their punishment; 
bringing a severer eondenmatiun and a 
sadder min on us. Agoiny 
10. This considoratiou afTordcdh very 
strong engagemonts to the practice of chi^ 
rity towards our neighbour. For wh^ 
heart can he so hard, that the blood of the 
cross cannot mollify into a charitable and 
compassionate sense? Can we forbear to 
love those, toward whom our Sanour dad 
bear so tender affbedon, for whom ho was 
pleased to sustain so woim! tortures and In- 
dignities? Shallwe not, in obedience to bis 
most urgent commands, in conformity to 
his most notable example, in grateful re- 
turn t(» him for his benedts, who thus did 
gladly suffer for us, discharge this nioet 
s\uet and easy duty towards his beloved 
fi lends ^ Shall we not be willing, hy parting 
with a little superfluous stuff mr the relw 
of our poor brother, to requite and 
him, ^bo, to succour m in our dwreas, 
most Imuntlfully did ppt with his wealth, 
with his glory, with his pleasure, with his 
life itself'^ Shall we not meekly comport 
with an infirmity, not besr a petty neglect, 
» not forgive a si^l iiyuty to our brother, 
whenas our Lord did fbr us and ffmn us 
bear a cross, to procure remission for our 
imiUmeraUe most heinous aiffronts and of- 
fences against Almigiity God?Can a heart, 
void of mercy and pty, with any reason or 
modesty pretend to the merdes and com- 
jutssions of the cross? Can we hope that 
God for Christ*8 sake will pardon tm, if 
we for Chrhd' . sake will not forgave our 
neighbour ? 

we hear our Lord saying to us, TAis 
is myeommand, that ye hoe one another^ as 
/have loned you , and, lieridfy ihaU aUnufn 
hfom that ye are tny distipks^ if ye hoe one 
another f Can wc near St. Pam exhordsg, 
Watk in lave^ as CWsl also hoik hoed tts^ 
and hath given himself for as, tm 
and a seur^ce to Ooa for a sumi^-smdSng 
eanout ; and. We that are strong onght to 
bear the u^rmiHes of the tteah — For even 
Chrii^jhimd not hmrdf but, asitisanit^ 
fen, Tmrefroaohes of them that rmrroarhed 
iheefeU oomef Cm we attend to St. John's 
arguing, JBehtmd, ^Godso hoed then 
ought we tisa to his one amdher. Berri^ 
We peroehethehm ^Ood^ Itecam he hid 


down his Hfi far us: wher^&rewe os^ht h 
lay dam our Uses for the hredstmf^ 

Can we, 1 say, consider such precepts, 
and such discourses, without effectually ba« 
ing disposed t<i comply with them fine fbA 
sake of our crucified Saviour, all whose life 
was nothing else but one contimud reoom* 
mendation and enfiircement of this duty? 
but his death especially was a pattern most 
obliging, most incenth e thereto. This use 
of the point b the more to be regarded, 
because the apostle doth apply it hereto, 
our text coming tn upon that occasion ; fivr 
having pathetically exhorted the Phihp- 
pians to all kinds of charity and humble 
eondescenshm, he sul^joineth, Let tkismhd 
be in you. tohhk was ta Christ Jesus; laflo 
iemg in itw firm of Ood^ &c. 

11. But furthermore, what can be more 
operative than this point toward bree^ng 
a disregard of this wotid, with all its de- 
ceitfttl vanities and mischievous delights; 
toward reconciling our djumL to the wbrst 
conation into which it can bnng us j toward 
supporting our heai*ts under the heaviest 
pressures of affliction which it can lay upon 
us? For can we reasonably expect, can 
we eagerly affbet, can we ardently desire, 
great prosperity, whenas the Son of God, 
our Lord and bfOstcr, did only taste such 
advmi^ ? How can we rctee, in »uh- 
missioiAa God's pleasure, contentedly to 
bear a slight grievimce, whenas our Saviour 
gladly did bear across, infinitely more dia- 
taatenil to carnal will and sense than any 
that can befall us? Who now can admire 
those spleni^d trifiee, which our Lord never 
did regard in bis life, and which at his 
death only did serve to mock and abuse 
him? Who can relish those sordid plea- 
surcs, of w*h)ch he Ih ing did not vouelu^afe 
to taat^, and tbo contraries whereof he dy- 
ing choose to feel in all extremity ? Who 
ean disdain or despise a state of sorrow 
and disgrace, which ho, by voluntary aus- 
ception of It, bath so dignified and graced ; 
by which we so near resemble and become 
conformable to him; by wliich we concur 
and partake with him; yea, by whidb in 
some cases we may promote, and after a 
sort complete his deslgtis,j!lhyt tgp (as St. 
Paul speaketh) that whuX is bmim of the 
affihdms if Christ fit our flesh 

Who now can hugely peefbr b^ng es« 
teemed, approved, fevoured, cotmaunded 
by men, before infeiny, reproadt, derbdon, 
and persecution feotn them; e^euiaily 
when these do follow conadentbus odbe- 
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Ui WhiamAhevery 
fxMim of worldly hoiHit^ ftfMl roimte, 
of wealthy or {{rMy pleMurr, 

wiiodotih obrOrVe tlie God dioosing 
mtiher to faaasig upon $ dm to stt 
iipoti a throne; inviting die dimws 
scorn and j^dte, rather than acolamaticme 
of biesang and praise ; divesting lumself 
of all seodar pow^r, pomp, con- 

veiuen<m,aaQ(daohicea; einhraouigtKegierb 
of a slave, and the repnte of a maleih^, 
before the <figni^ ana ren^ of a prince, 
vhieh ^ere ma duo, which he most eadly 
could have obtained?* 

Can we imagine it a very happy thing to 
be high and prosperous in this world, to 
swim in affluence and pleasure ?-*-*> can we 
take it for a misery to be mean and low, to 
oonfflot with some wants and straits here ; 
seeing the Fountain of aJi happiness did 
hims^ purposely condescend to so forlorn 
a state, and was pleased to become so deep 
« shf&rer ?t If with devout eyes of our 
mind we do behold our Lord imnging na- 
ked upon a gibbet, besmeared all over with 
streams of mb own blood, groaning under 
smart anguish of pain, encompassed with 
all sorts of disgraoefu] abuses, yiaUmg (as 
it was foretold of him) kis back io the 
miierc^ and hi* cheek* to them who phehed 
iff the Aatr, hiding not Uafoeefrom sdome 
and epdtHng:^ will not the imaginaitlon of 
such a spectacle dim the lustre of aU earth- 
ly granoonrs and beauties, damp the sense 
of all carnal d^ights a;^ satisfactions, 
quash all that extravagant glee which we 
can Bnd in any wild liroUce or notous mer- 
riments? will it not stain all our pHde, 
aiUfl ohedi: our wantonness? will it luft 
dispose our mkuds to be sober, placing 
our happiness in things of another nature, 
seeking our content m maitters of higher 
importanee ; prefbtring obdiienoo to the 
wiU of God, befui'e ecim^iaiice with the 
fancies and mares of men r accorditi^ to 
that mospt of Feter, Jfbmmuoh, then^ 
a* Chieimk *i0h^ for u» in the 
am ffovrsetee* Imasm mth the name mind 
*--so a * no ton^ tehee the rmamngtim 
in the foeh to the lueteef men, hat to the 
mU of O&dn'^ 

12. This indeed will iiial3!i;tct and incline 
us cheerAalSy to submit unto Godb wiQ, 
and gladk io accept fiinn his hand what- 
ever he aUpoBdh, however grievous and 
afflictive to our natura} will; this point 
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Buggestum great eoBttxiendatioiEi of afflio- 
tiotts, anarstropff oonsotation under them. 
For such hardship was to our Lord him- 
self a aohod of dmy, he (as the apostle 
saith) ieamng dbemenee from what he 
scj^redf;^ if H was to him a tit mean ot 
perfection, as the apostle dodh again im- 
ply when he saith, iM it btamw CM to 
peffrotihe Cktpittm ef (m sakiai^ 
firing;'^ if it was an attractive of the oi- 
vine favour even to him, as those words 
import, TAer^e the Father hvrth me, 
bemim 1 key down my if it was to 
him a step toward glory, according to that 
saying, fva* not Christ to suff^^ and so 
to enter hUo hi* glory f ^ yea, V it was a 
ground of conferring on him a sublime 
pitch of dignity above all cr(^tures, God 
for thi* ohmience haieing emUed him^ and 
gwen him a name ahoo* all names : We 
seeing Jesus^for the se^frring of detiH^ 
cromed with ^wry and honour: * the hea- 
venly society in the Revelations with one 
voice crying out, Worthy is the tomb that 
was dain (who redeemed us to God by hi* 
biood) to reeew* power, md riches^ mdwi*^ 
dom^ and strength^ <mi hmour^ and ghry^ 
and ik*mng:* a affliction did minister such 
advantages to him; and if by our oonfor- 
mily to him in undergoing it (with like 
, humility, and patience) it may 


the like to us ; what reason is there 
that we should anywise be discomposed at 
it, or disooAsolate under it? Much greater 
reason, surely, there is, that with St. Paul 
and all the holy ap^es, we sliould rejoice, 
boast, and exult, in our tribuiaiions:^ far 
more cause we have, whh them, to esteem 
it a favour, a privilege, an iwnament, a 
felicity to us, than to Iw displeased and dis- 
contented therewith. 

To do thus, is a duty mcumbenl on us 
as Christisiifu For, I/e (saith our Master) 
that doth fiot take tm hi* ero**^ and frtUm 
me, U not worthy of me: ife that doth md 
carry hi* erpss, and go efter me, cawM he 
my dise^le^^ Ee that doth not willingly 
take the cross, when it is tuesented to him 
by God's hand; he that doth not eontent- 
eedy bear it, when it is by Providonce im- 
poaed on him, is nowise worthy of the 
nonour io wait on Christ; lie is not cape* 
ble to he reckoned among the disciples of 
our heavei^ Master. He is not worthy of 
Chrtet^ as tn>t having the couiugr,the con« 




T 8 


''110b mo 

■PhniLStUob 

0. •jUrv V IS* 0 botom 3 v Ooi *. S4 ; 
_stt, f. 10: lulSs vf S3; flill j 89: AetH V. 41 ; 

14$) 1 lO 3. Hetn. vhi 2f), Aefw xiv :j; 

SThn lU IS * MMi a tSt; XVI 04$ Lukpxiv 37. 

i* ss$ angt Nsa iiru 3s, p m 



stuuowxxxiL) Otm &I»fiSS£D SAVIOUR. 


W 


fttancy, tlhft mmntf of a Chiiatiaviil or of 
one pr^d^ io mb graat boQ^^ 
high privileges, mk miiiUittt temamt as 
Christ our Lord and Sarioor doth purpose* 
He canmpt be CMtfe diee^^ dhtmiig 
such an incapacity to learn uiose needim 
leesona of humilitgr and patienee dieteted 
by him; dedarmg sueh an hMSsposition to 
transcribe those copies dTaabmissioii to the 
divine will, self-denial, and selfmignataon, 
so Surly set him by the instruction and ex- 
ample of Christ: for, CArist (saitii St. Pe- 
ter) suffered far as, lemweg ub em eaimnpfe a 
thm wc ekemid /hUaw hie iepe, 

la. The willing sosception and the 
eheeiful sustenance of the cross, k indeed ; 
the express condition, and tite peculiar 
character of our ChristiauHy ; in ittgidftoa. 
tion whereof, it hath been irom most an* 
cieni times a constant usage to mark those ^ 
who enter into it with the figure of it The 
ci^ss, as the instrument by which our peace 
with God was wrought, as the stage where- 
on our Lord did act the last part of 
inarietlous obedience, cousumiuatii:^ our 
redemption, as the field wberrin the Cap. 
tain of our salvation did achieve his noble 
victories, and eiwt his glorious trophies 
over idl the enemies tiierecd’*, was w«m aa> 
sumed to be the bad^ of our piwfeudon, 
the ensign of our sj^tual warfare, tim 
pledge of our constant adherenoe to our 
crucified baviour ; * in reiatiem to wboin 
our chief hope is gmuided, our great joy 
and sole glory fioth consist; for, CM 
bid (saltii St. Paul) that I ekoM gwiy, 
sate in the arm 

1 . l^tit beroiAeJiewsuscoa^ 
offensive to their fimey, prepossessed with 
expectations of a Meanas fiourishifm in 
sc'cular pomp and prosperiiy;) lei n 
foUig to the Oreeht (or seem absurd to 
men puffed upand corrupted in mind wift 
fleshly notions and maxims iif woridlv cr^, 
ihsporing them to \altte nothing which is 
not grab^ to present sense or &icy}. tiiid 
Crr>d should put his own moat belov<^ bon 
into so very sad and despicable a condi- 
tion; that salvation firm aeaih and n^ 
shotud bp procured by so miserable a death ; 
that eternal joy, glory, andJmamiiesssh^ld 
issue firom thw fountains of sorrow and 
sluune;^ tiiat a person in extmnaid sem- 
blance devoted ^0 so opurobrious usage, 
should he the Lord and ttedeemer of man- 
kind^ the King and Jfu%e of all the world: 
let, i sav, this doctrine be soandalona and 
distasteful to someperaom tainted witii 
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jndioe; let it be strange and incredible la 
otiievs blinded with scHKsmoeit ; let dllhe 
incmisiderate. all the proud, all (heproftiae 
part of mankind openly wish thchr moolfc^ 
or cicely in heart, alight and reject it: yet 
to as it must appear grateful and joyous; 
to us it is afoUhfid ai^ most 

orediMe prepaeitwn wortk^ ^ aU occrphi. 
rib», that Jews Christ came into the mrtd 
to save eimersy* in this way cf suffering 
for them: tons, who discern a dearer 

K , and are endowed with a purer sense, 
led by the divine Spirit; mm whence 
we may with oomforwle satisfaction of 
mind apprehend and taste, that God could 
not in a higher measure, or fitter manner, 
ilhtttrate h»gkirioiis attributes of goodness 
and justice, his infinite grace and mercy 
towara his poor creatures, his holy die- 
pleasure agmnat wickedness, his inq^ial 
severity in pfonisbing insgmty and impiety, 
or in vindioiting his own sacred honour 
and atdhority, titan by thus ordering his 
only son, cloth^ with our nature, to sulFer 
fiw us; that also true virtue and goodness 
could not otherwise be tai^ht, be exetn^U- 
ied, be commended and impressed, with 
greater advantage. 

Since thereby, indeed, a chari^ and hu* 
maaity so unparalleled (far transcending 
timiiw who hav e been oelelnuted fi»r dfwoti^ 
their lives out of love to their country, or 
kindness to their friends), a meekness so 
incow^iarable, a resolution so invincible, a 
patienee so h^oical, were munifeated ior 
me tnstnustioB and dheotion of men ; since 
never wwre the vices and the vanities of 
the world (so prejudicial to the welfare of 
mankind) so remaikahlly disqcmnteiiaaced;^ 
since never any suffering ooidd pretend to 
so worthy end neneficial effects, the expia- 
tion of ^ whole worlds sins, and reoc^n* 
ctHation of maaldml to God, the which no 
other performance, no other sacrifice, did 
ever eim to procure ; sincp, in fine, no 
virtue had ever so glorious rewards, as 
sovereign digifity to him tiial oxeroised It, 
pd eier&al ha|^pineuB to those that imitate 
it;, diiioe, 1 say, there be such eaeeUent 
uses and ihtits of tim cross borne o«r 
Saviour ; we can have no reason to ue of- 
fended at it, or ashamed of it ; butsrithaS 
reason heartily should approve andtmmMy 
adore the de^ wisdom of together 
With ali other nis glorious attributes dis- 
played therein. Towhom,fh«Nfore,«sle 
most due, let us devotxtiy render aB g^ciry 
and fxrssse. Afid» 
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from «{Kr lis* m At* Uooi, mtd hath made 
mh^ aUdpHeOt vato Cfod ^ hit Fa- 
then la him he gler^m d i&mmtm fair enar 
Mhtmg^ md hnktur^ dndghry^ 
ml mo&^ h mia Mm tiat tUfeth upon 
tin thmam^ md undo the Jbr et^er 

and mr. Amen*^ 


SEKUON XXXIIL 

or AJUL, IN TNfi NAME OF CNBIST. 

Coi^ftfiS* iii. l7e^And whatmver ye do in 

iixirdf, or fft deed^ do aU in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, 

WhutsoePer ye do in wordy or deed: A Olutj^ 
we see, 'the apostle enjoins us of a large 
mtenty and therefore surely of a great 
ixuportancc ; indeed of an universal oon* 
eerament; such aa must go along with, 
must run through all our words and all our 
actions*. We are tiicreforo much obliged, 
and much concerned to attend thereto, anu 
to practise it carefully. But iirst we must 
understand what it is ; the doing whereof 
depends upon understanding the sense of 
that phrase (doi?^ in the nmw of Jesus)^ 
being somewhat ambiguous, and capable uf 
divers meanings; which both in common 
use and in holy Scripture we find it to bear, 
different according to the variety of mat- 
ters or occabions to which it is applied ; 
most of which are comprehended, and, as 
it were, complicated in that general one, 
according to which we may be «aid to do 
that in another personas name, whicli we 
do with any kind of reference or regard to 
him ; such as our relations or our obli^ 
tions to that person do require, and %e 
particular nature of the action doth admit. 
And according to this ^ceptation 1 con- 
ceive it safest and best to interpret St. 
PauTs meaning hero, supposing it to com- 
prehend all the more special and restrained 
meanings of this phrase, truly applicable 
ti> the present matter 5 of which meanings 
1 sliall endeavour in order to propound Jie 
cbiof ; and, together, bolh to unfold aaid 
to inculcate the several resjiccthe branches 
of this duty : yet first of all rejecting one 
or two, which caniiqt well be applied to this 
pu^ose. 

To do in another's name, doth sometime 
denote the as<iundng another's person, or 
pretending to be the same with him, the very 
He. mmy shall comem my name (pro>^ 

phe&ied oim Saviour), sayinf<, lam Christ: 
to do thus in Jesus’s name, is the part of an 
Antichrist and an impostor. That sonse^ 
therefore, bath nothing to do here, 
k A^DC. i. i, S > 11. » Matt S 


Again ; to do in another’s name, doUi 
often imply doing aUerius toeoy or tiee ; in 
another’s name, or stead, as a deputy, or 
substitute ; r^^esenting the person, or sup- 
plying the omce of another^ So did the 
jiropm^b comey and speak in Oods mnw : 
what they declared, or emeuned, Iw'ing 
therefore said to be declared and joined 
by God himself : J sjpahe unto you, rising 
up earlyy and speaking (viz. by the pro- 
phets, whom he sent, and who are said to 
come and speak in his name.*^) And thus 
the ajmstles spake in Christ’s name: We 
are ambassadors for Christ ; we you 
in Chrisfs steady be reeoneiJed, Thus also 
princes govern, and magistrates execute 
justice in God’s name ; whence they are 
styled gods, aa being his lieutenants, ad- 
imnistering that judgment wliioh belongs 
originally and pnncipally to him,® NuW 
for this sense, neither is it so proper, or 
convenient here ; it agreeing only to some 
particular persons, and to some peculiar 
actioas of them t insomuch that others pre- 
suming to act, according to that maimer 
or kind, in Ji^sus’s name, shall thereby be- 
come usurpers and deceivers. We (and to 
us all this precept is directed) shall hei- 
nously transgress our duty, doing any thing 
thus in his name, without his letters of 
credence; without being specially calletl 
or sent, or being duly by liim authorized 
thereto. 

These and such like senses the present 
matter doth not well admit ; the rest that 
suit thereto, I shall with some distinction 
in order represent. 

1. To do in another’s name sometime 
doth signify to do it out of affoi'tion or 
honour to another ; for another’s siike, 
becau^ we love or esteem him ; b ra »«- 
ft»Ti being equivalent to '*‘o« 
and ra Miftit. Thus it is said, Whosoeoer 
shall ghoe you a cup of water to drink m my 
name ; because ye are ChrisCs (is added by 
way of interpretation, that is, out of r(»- 
spect to (Christ, because of yotur relation 
to him), shall not lose his reward,^ And 
thus siwely we ought to do every thing in 
Jesus’s name : all our actions ought to pro- 
ceed froni A principle of grateful lovt* and 
reverence towards our gracious Redeemer. 
Let all your actions be done in dusrityy^ 
siith the apostle ; if in charity to our neigh- 
bour, then much more in love to him, for 
whose sake we are especially bound to love 
our neighbour. Upon any undertaking, or 
applying ourselves to action, wc shomd so 
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reflect thereupon, as to consider, whether 
that we are goin^ about be to please 
him, and conduclble to his honour ; if so, 
remembering what he hath done and suf- 
fered for us (what excellent blean^mgs he 
hath purchased for us, what exceeding 
btmefite he hath oonferrod upon us), we 
should, out <»f love and respect to him, 
readily perform it ; but if it ^berwise ap- 
pear displeasing or dishonouralde to him, 
we should, from the same prine^les, care- 
fully decline it. The duty is certain, and 
the reason thereof evident ; for inducement 
to the practice thereof, observe St. Paul's 
example ; who thus represents himself, in 
the main employment of his life, actii^ : 
The love of ( Mst canstram ui; jm^ing 
thiSy that he died for all^ that they who live 
might not live to themselves^ hut to him that 
died and rose for them d the love of Christ, 
begot and maintained by a consideration of 
hi«» great benefits conferred on him, was 
the spring that set St. Paul on work, that 
e\v. lied and urged him forward to action.* 
Thus doing, we shall do in Jesus's name; 
l>ut if we act out of love to ourselves (to 
promote our own interests, to gratify our 
own desires, to procure credit or praise to 
ourselves), wo act only in our own names, 
and for our own sakes ; not in the name, 
or for tlio soke of Jesus. ^ 

II. To do in another’s name implies 
doing, chiefly, for the interest or advantage 
of another upon another’s behalf or ac- 
count , as the servants or factors of another. 
For, w ben the business is another’s, and too 
fruit or benefit emergent lielong to another, 
he that jirosecutes that business may w ell 
be, and is commonly, supposed to act in 
tliat other’s name. Thus our Saviour is 
in St. John’s (Jospel expressed to come ^ to 
sneaky to ad in (iud's name; because he 
uid Crud’s business (the work whiok God 
goxe him to acromplish)^ and entirely sovghi 
the glory of God^^ as he there himself o&n 
avouches and professes. And thus, in imi- 
tation of him, ought we also to do all things 
in his name; rememhering that we are not 
our own men^ htU the servemts of Jesus 
(sonants to him not only by nature, as to 
our Maker and Preserver, but by purchase, 
a«*to our Uedeemer, who bought us with toe 
greatest price and by compact also, we 
having freely undertaken bis service, and 
expecting wages from him), that we have 
therefore no busioess or amploymeut pr^ 
perly our own, but that all our boaineis Is 
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(or shotdd be) to serve bitn, and pronsete 
hU^oiy; Whether we eid or or U>kat^ 

ever toedo^we should do all to tkeglotry ^ 
our Lord,^ Whatever, I say, we do* we 
therefore should perform it with tto for- 
mal reference, as it were, toward Jesus, as 
bis servants, from conscience oS the duty# 
we owe to him ; with intention therein to 
serve him $ in expectation of reward only 
I from him. So doth St. Paul (in prosecu- 
tion of this same precept) beneath in this 
I chapter ^oin us, that, whatever wedo^we 
perform it heartily^ as to the JLord^ and not 
to men, knowing (or cou^dering) that from 
the Lord m shaU receive the recompense of 
the hiheritemees for that we serve the Lord 
Christ,^ In like nianzier otherwhere he toa- 
I ches us to do what we do, not aspleasers of 
I men (not upon any inferior accounts), hut as 
servants of Christy knouing and considering 
that we have a Master in heaven.^ But, 
III. Doing in another’s name Imports 
' frequently doing by the appointment and 
command, or by tlie commission and au- 
thority of another. *nt» fr«/^ tuti iv 

nratti iitifAMt , By what power and ta what 
name have ye done these things say the 
I high priests to the apostles ; that is, who 
did appoint or authorize you to do thus? 
Their answer was ready ; in the name of 
Jesus^ who had sent, commissionated, and 
commanded Uiem to preach and propagate 
that doctrine.** And thus we are also 
bound to do all things in the name of Je* 

I bus, regulating all our actions by his law; 
conforming our whole lives to hib w ill ; act- 
ing, not only out of good principles (prin- 
ciples of love and con&cienoc)) butaccordmg 
to right rules ; the rules of his woinl and 
example, which he hath declared and pre- 
: scribed to us: ^ for what is done beside his 
w arrant and will cannot be rightW esteemed 
done in his name ; will not as so be avowed 
or accepted by him; no unjust or impious 
action will he upon any terms countenance 
or patronise. It was once a fiunous say- 
ing, AU mischief hegius in nomine Domini;^ 
and much, sturdy, more than one way, hath 
been done under the like notion or pre- 
tence: but this will not serve to excuse the 
doing of that, in the day of final reckoning 
for our actions. For there mil be many^ 
we are taught, that shall in that dtnj^ ay 
professions of hamng done this or 
that in Chnsfs name^ veil their tran^es- 
dons and their neglects of duty, saying, 
Lord^ TiOrd^ harm toe not in thy name per** 
phes^^ and in thy name cast out dSret/s, and 

fc I fat, X, 31 I Col. iU 23, 24. Eiili w 6 0. 

** AotH It 7 * Jollti V 3Xty 37 , 43 ; 14 ; xtix. 18 . 

Lakp juiv 47, 2 Cor. v 20 v I f«r. m, 

I i {. 1 . C. 4 John \vl a. 



S30 OF yOlKG ALL [mvoiv xxxuh 


in ihy nam dtme ttmeg mnwierftA th^sV 
mrho our Lord liimsotf astto^ ii$^ 

hniFt thl« reply made to them, J nwer 
yous dispart fi*om ye wrkere of m- 

There wiU be tnose that shall claim 
aoqiiaiititance mih. Christ m such temts: 
Lcm^ m hoM eaten aiad drank before 
theet and thm kaet UtmM ca our etreetef 
whom yet our Lord will disclaim with a, 
Zhfort from me, att ye worhereofitnqulty. 
It IS not, we see^ propbesyii^ in Christ’s 
name (or preachijog about him), nor fre- 
qitent attendance upon those who do so, nor 
speaking much or bearix^ much concern^^ 
ing him ; it Is not having groat gifts or ex>- 
dowments conforrod by Christ (not even so 
great as that of working miracles;) it is 
not familiar converse with Christ, or ma- 
king frequent addresses to him, that can 
Sanctify ul a man’s actions, or so entitle 
them to the name of Christ, as to secure 
his person from being disavowed and re- 
jected by (^ist ; it is only the conforming 
all our actions to his holy laws, that can 
assure us to be acknowledged and accepted 
by him. This I could wish they would 
consider, who seem, by such pretences, to 
commend or excuse tlu'ir actions, although 
otherwise irreo^lar and plainly contrary 
to the laws of Christ; such as those ot 
being meek and charitable toward ail 
men ^ living peaceaJdy ourselves, and endea- 
vouring to promote peace among others ; 
abstaining from rash and harsh ocnsiUH^, 
from revning and defaming others ; paying 
reverence and obedience to superiors; and 
the like laws of Christ, not only express 
and manifest, but even of the highest rank 
and eopsequence among them ; biding mam- 
]y condqcirg to that wliich our Lord espe- 
riolly tenders, the public welfare and benefit 
of mankiiid; the violation whereof cannot 
be justified by pretending any special re- 
gard whatever to Christ, or any collateral 
|ierforaances done, whe^er truly or seem- 
ingly, in his name. We do but deceive 
ourselves, if we conceit that, because we 
think or speak much of Jesus, or 

have a seal tor something good, all our ac- 
tions are done in his name : no, it only can 
bo justly impressed upon, can warrant and 
sanctify actions truly good and agreeable 
to his law; it were an abuse and forgery 
^ do it, hke stamping the king's name or 
image on counterfrit metal; upon brass or ; 
tin, instead of gold or rilver. Good in- j 
teption and ^od principles are indeed, as 
it were, the form and soiil of good actions ; 
but thtir beint» just and lawful are the body 
and iiiatt«;r of them; necessarily also con - 1 

'Matt rii * JLidie aiii, 8S. 


curring to their essence and integrity ; they 
cannot subsist without it, but must pass, as 
it were, for ghosts and madows. We are 
therefore concerned, in all our doings, to 
have an especial rewd to Christ’e law as 
their rule; that will render them capable 
of Christ’s name, and denominate them 
Christian. 

IV. Hereto we may add, that what we 
do in imitatimi of Jesus, and in conformity 
to his practice (that living rule and copy 

n osed to us), we may bo said peculiarly 
> in his name. As a picture useth to 
bear his name whom it was made to repre- 
sent^ and whom it resembles; so if we set 
Christ's example betore us, and endeavour 
to transcribe it; If our life, in the prin- 
dpal lineaments of sanctity and goodness, 
do resemble his holy life; they may well 
boar his name. But if our practice be un- 
like and unsuitable to his, we cannot affix 
hib name thereto without great presump- 
tion and abuse; such as would be commit- 
ted, if to a draught of foul hue and ugly 
features, wo should attribute the name of 
some most handsome and goodly person, 
of high worth and quality. To ao thus in 
Jesus’s name (with such a regard to him) 
is a duty often prescribed to us, not only 
as relating to some oases and actions (i^ 
when his charity, bis patience, his humi- 
lity, his meekness, are signally commend- 
ed to our imitation), but generally, He that 
smth he aMdeth m hlm^ ought ^ as he vsedked^ 
80 himelf aUo to taam; that is, whoever 
professes himself a Christiaa ought to con- 
form the whole tenor of his oonversatum 
to that of Jesus ; * to endeavour in every 
imitable porieofron to resemble him. So 
that whenever we undertake any action, 
we should do well to look upon this pat- 
tern; thus, as it were, cxamiiung and in- 
quiring of ourselves: What did my Master 
in this or the like case? Do 1 do the same 
thing, do 1 act from the some principles, do 
1 proceed in the same manner as he did? 
Ain I herein his disciple and follower? If 
so, in his name let me go on cheerfully ; if 
not, let me forbear. Doing thus will not 
be only according to our duty, but an espe- 
cial hem and furmerance of good practice. 

y« To do in another’s name doth some- 
times import doing by any power derived, 
or virtue imparted by nnoth(*r ; for that a 
thing so done may be im^ed, should be 
ascribed to that other. So, Through thee 
(saith the Psalmist) mil we puih dtfum our 
enendes; in thy mme* mil we throw (hum 
* LXX. 
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those hate vs ^^(throvgh thee^ and in 
thy name^ edgi^ the same thing.) So 
the apostles oast out devils^ and perform 
their miracles, in Jesus's name 
rou hy his name^ it is somotimea 

expressed}^ that is, ht a dinne virtue im* 
parted Urom him.* To this I add another 
ac<*epHon, scarce different (at least as to 
our pui^vse) from thw, according to virhieh,* 
doing in another's name signifies doing it 
in trust, or confidence re|Mtsed upon an- 
other, t^ith ezj^ctation of aid, orh^e of 
good success mom another. So, We rest 
on thee (said good Jdng Asa) and m thy 
name m go against this nmltittute; in thy 
name, tliat is, hoping for assistance and 
success from thee. And thus it is said, 
that David went out agaimtt Goliath in the 
nam^ of the Lord of hosts;' that is, con- 
fi<ling in God's help, as his only wea|>on 
and defence : thus also did the holy apos- 
tles work their mirac'les hi Jesus's name, 

a«’i rif r«c» avrav, hy faith tR hlS 

nfime^ saith St. Peter, his name hath ma^ 
this man strong; ’ that is, we did only trust 
zn his divine power, and it was that power 
of his which restored that weak person to 
his strength. And thus also is it our duty 
to do all tilings in our Saviour's name; 
with faith and hope in him; wholly relying 
upon him for direction and assistance; ex* 
peoting from him only a blessing and happy 
issue of our undertaldngs. What we do 
in confidence of our wisdom and ability, or 
in aiHance upon the help of any otlwr per- 
son or thing, wc do in our own name, or in 
the name of that thing (or that person) in 
whom we so confide; to ourseltes, or to 
such auxiliarien, wo shall be ready to attn* 
buto the success, and to render the glory 
of the perf<frmanoe ; glorying in oar tnon 
om, and saxrl^ng to oar neU* But 
what wo undertake only depending upon 
our Lord for ability and success, may there- 
fore bear bis name, because our faith de- 
rives the power from him, which enables 
US happily to perform it ; so that the per- 
fominnce may truly bo attributed to him, 
and to him we shall be apt to ascribe it. 
And thus, I say, we are certainly obliged 
to do every thing in hU name (in his name 
alone), retaining a coii''tant sense both of 
our own infirmity, atid of the impotcncy of 
ail other created dungs, and consequently 
a total diffidence both] in ourselves and in 
them; but reposing all our trust in the di- 
rection and aaaistatice of our all-wise and 
almighty Lord ; of Jesus, to whom all power 

5; lzsxix.24. 'Matt. vU 22, Markiz. 
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in heaoen and earth is given* (whtriddead 
had it ciriginalty by nature a« God; but 
also further bath acquired it by desort and 
ptzrchaee;) into whose hands all ihixm 
are given; and all things are put under n» 
feet; who hath obtained this pow«w in de» 
dga to use it for our good ; and is thereby 
idways ready to help us in our need, if we 
have recourse unto Kim, and rely upon 
him; niAking him what St. Paul styles mm, 
our hope; our only hope; renouncing all 
other coxffidences not suliordinate to him.'* 
To do so is a duty evidently grounded os 
well upon the reason of the thing, as upon 
the win and command of Gucl ; to do other- 
wise is no less a palpable folly, than a nia^ 
nifest ij^uty to God. For, m truth, nei- 
ther have we nor any other created thii^ 
any power, other than such as he is pleased 
freely to dispense ;* and which is not con- 
tinually both for its being and its efficacy 
subject to him, so that he may at his plea, 
sure subtract it, or obstruct its effect: No 
Mng h saved by the multitude of an host ; a 
ndghiy man is not delivered by much strength ; 
a horse is a vain thing for safety: whence 
it is plain that we cannot upon any created 
power ground a solid assurance of success 
in any undertaking;! it will be leaning 
upon a broken reed* (which cannot support 
us, and will pierce our hands), both a vain 
and a mischievous conddence; that will 
aliuso us, bring both disappointment and 
guilt upon us; the guilt of wronging our 
Lord many ways, % arrogating to our- 
selves, or assigning to others, what he 
only doth fruly deserve, and what pecu- 
liarity of right belongs to him: witli- 
drawing the same from him; implying 
hinj» u^lc or unwilling to assist Us, 
and do us good; neglecting to use that 
strength which he so dearly purcliosed and 
so graciously tenders; so disappointing 
him, and defraying, as it were, iiis pur- 
poses of favour and mercy towards us. 
On the other ude, trusting only upon our 
Saviour, wc act wisely and justly, grate- 
fully and officiously; for that, in doing so, 
we build our hopes upon most sure speounds ; 
upon a wisdom that cannot be deceived; 
upon a strength tliat caimoi be withstood; 
ujion a goodness that hath no limits; upon 
a fidelity that can never fail. ^ J''or tliat we 
act with an humility and sobriety of mind 
I suitable to our condition, and to the reason 


* The race Is not to the swift, nor the battle tu the 
etrong, - £cel Iz. 11. By ureni^ Shall no manure- 
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of things ; for that we theorebv declare our 
g^d opinioxi of hkn^ as onty able, and very 
willing to do us good; for that we render 
him just honour and due; we oomuly 
with his earnest desires^ we promote W 
gracious designs of mercy and kindness to- 
wards us. Heneo is it wiat every where in 
holy Scripture God so h%hly commends, 
so greatly ^enrages, this* duty of trustii^ 
alone in him; that he so ill resents, and 
so strongly deters from the breach or omis- 
sion thereof: ThitB mitk the Lord^ Cursed 
he the mm that trusteth in man, md maheth 
his army and whose heart d^rteth 
frsm the Lord: for he shaU he like the heath 
in the desert y and shall not see when good 
oometh; hut shuU inhabit the parched places 
t» the wildernesSy in a salt landy aa^ not 
iiUtahiied, Blessed is the mm that trusteth 
in the Lard, and whose hope the Lord is 
far he snail be as a treeplaaded try the «w- 
ierSy and that s^eadeth out her roots hy the 
river y and shall not see when heat cometh; 
hut her leaf shall be green : and shall not he 
carefid in the year of droughty neither shall 
cease from yielding fruit, ^ thus in that 
place, thus in innumerable others, we are 
threatened not only with disappointment 
and bad success in our undert^ngs, but 
with severe punishment, if we betake our- 
selves to other succours, and neglect or 
distrust, or, in so doing, desert God ; but 
are eucour^ed, nut only with assurance 
of prosperous sut^cess, but of additional 
rewards, if entirely in our proceeding we 
depend upon and adlmre to God. Thus 
we should do in all, even our most c<im- 
znon and ordinary aifairs, which no less 
than the rest are subject to his power, 
and governed by his care. For you know 
how St« James doth reprehend it as a piece 
of naughty boasting and arrogance, to say, 
J^he morrow we mtl go to this cityy mid stay 
there a yeOTy and trails and gain : instead of 
saying, Jf the Lord willy m shall livey and 
do this or that that is, to resolve iiwn, 
undertake, or prosecute any afiTair, without 
submission to God’s will, and dependence 
on his providence : but especially wo ought, 
in matters and actions more spiritual, to 
practise this duty; for that to the perform- 
ing of these we have of ourselves a peculiar 
impotence and undtness ; needing therefore 
a more especial assistance fSrom our Lord; 
iliat the success of them more particularly 
depends upon him; that the glory of them 
in an especitd manner is appropriate, and, 
as it were, consecrate to turn. 

cslvi S’ySi 4; 3(3W €; xkSiU. 18 f aUU 
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If it be a folly and a crime to think we 
can do any thing without God. it is much 
more so to think we can do any thii:^ gcKid 
without him; it is an arrogance, it is an 
idolatry, it is a sacril^e much more vain 
and wicked to do so.* To imagine that we 
can, by the force of our own reason and 
resolution, achieve any of those most high 
and hard cnU'rprises, to udiichby the rides 
of virtue and piety we are engaged; that 
we can, by our own conduct and prowess, 
encounter and withstand, defeat and van- 
quish those so crafty, so mighty enemies of 
; our salvation (our own flofJily desires, the 
menaces and allurements of the world, the 
sleights and powers of darkness), is much 
a worse presumption, than in other aftiurs 
of greatest difficulty to expect success with- 
out the divine awistanec and blessing, than 
in other most dangerous battles to think 
we can, by our own bow and hy our mm 
spear y save ourselves;^ that we can obtain 
victory otherwise than ftom his haiwl and 
disposal, who is the Lord of hosts. Reason 
tells us, and experience also shows, and 
our Saviour hatn expressly said it, That 
(in these things) without him (without his 
especial influence and blessing) we van do 
nothing;^ he tells us, that we are but 
branches, inserted into him; so that, with- 
out continually di*awlng sap ftom him, we 
can have no life or vigour spiritual. The 
wisest and host of men have, by their prac- 
tice, taught us to acknowledge so much ; 
to ^pend wholly upon him, to ascribe all 
to him in this kind. Why (say St. Peter 
and St. John) do ye wonder at this? or why 
gaze ye upon us, as ifhy our own power y or 
piety y we had made this mm waVkf**His 
nrnie (tlie name of Jesus), through faith in 
his msmey hath made this man strong;^ that 
acknowledgment indeed concerns a mira- 
culous work; but spiritual W'orks are in 
reality no less, they requiring as much or 
more of virtue supernatural, or the present 
iutcrposition of God’s band to eftect them ; 
Uiey make less show without, but need as 
great efficacy within: so our Saviour, it 
seems, did imply, when he said, Ife that 
believes in me, the works that I ao he sftaU 
doy and jpreater works than theses Every 
good and fluthful man doth not work inira- 
oles; yet somewhat greater, H seems, by 
thejwaoe of Christ, heperjbrms: however, 
to wese St. Paul referred, when he af- 
firmed, I can do all in ChrUt that 
siretigiheneth nwfi nothing waa so hard 
that he feared to attempt, that he despair- 
ed to master and go through with by the 
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help of Chmt; and, Not (saith fa6 again) 
that we are sufficient of oursebee to think 
any thiiyg of uursehefi hat owf saffifieney 
u of Gmi ^ he was ae somiible of *hb oarn 
inabiJity, as he was confident in the gra^ 
Clous help of Christ. Thus should wo do 
all things in the name of Jesus; and it is 
not only a duty to do it, hut it may be a 
groat enoooragemciit to us that we are ca- 
pable of doing it ; a groat comfort to con* 
ader, that in all honest undertakings we 
have so ready and so sure an aid to second 
and further us in them ; conheting in which, 
noUiing is so difScult but wo may easily 
accomplish ; ' (a p-ain ofMth will be able 
to temove ^nountains ,J nothing is so hazard- 
ous, but we may safely venture on {wath- 
tng on the sea^ treading upon serpvnti and 
scorpions^ daring uU the powtr of the ciae- 
vty:^') In his name we may, if our du^ or 
good reason calls us forth, how small and 
u oak soever, how destitute soever of de- 
fen>9ivi firms, or weapons ofFcasive, naked 
aiwl iiuai*mcd, with a sling and a stone, go 
out against the biggest and best armed 
Philistme, nothing doubting of victory; 
our Weakness its^ If, if we be hambly con- 
scious and sensible tiiereof, will be aJi ad- 
vantage to us, as it was to St. Paul; to all 
effects and purposes, the grace of our Lord 
mil he sufficient for «s,“ if we apply it, and 
ti ii^t therein. But further, 

VI. To do in another’s name may de- 
note, to do it uith such regard to another, 
tluvt we acknowledge (that, 1 say, we hear- 
tily and thankfully acknowledge) our ho|)e 
ot proHpering in what we do; our expecta- 
tion of acceptance, favour, or reward, to be 
grounded dn hhn; that they are procured 
by his merits and means, are bestowed only 
for his sake. Tims our Saviour bids us to 
offei our ptayers in his name;** that is, re- 
prescutmg unto God his mei*itorioas per- 
formances in our behalf, as the ground of 
our access to God, of «)ur hope to obtain 
troiu him what we request. So also we 
are cujolned to giee thanks in his names'^ 
that is, with perstausion and ticknowledg* 
ment, that only in respect to him we become 
capaldo to I'ecmc or enjoy any good thing ; 
that, in effect, all the blessing by divine 
mercy vouchKofed us have been procured 
by him for us^ are thi ough him conveyed 
unto us. And thus also we should do all 
things in the name of Jesus, offering all 
our deeds to God as sai 'fices and services 
unwmrthyofacceptaneo, both in themselves 
and as proceeding from us ; but pleasing 

a Cor &i» A. I Ou&a awmHieu Mutt xtU 
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and acceptable to God only for his sake* 
We should do well, upon all occasions, to 
remember our natural condition, and tho 
general state of mankind; such as it was 
before he did undertake, such as it would 
have continued still, had he not undertaJom 
for it ; that our race had forfeited and was 
fallen from God’s fiivour ; having uyurod 
him beyond ail power of making him any 
reparation or satisfaction;*^ and thence it 
was secluded from all moans and hopes 
apparent of happiness, was exposed and 
tohded downright unto misery; that we 
eonse(]uently had no gi’oand to hope that 
God (from whom, no less in mind and in 
deed, than by reason of our guilt and state 
of condemnation, we were estranged) would 
in kindness bestow any good upon us, or 
from as accept favour^ly any thing we 
should do. But that, by our Saviour’s per- 
formances, the case is altered ; he by his 
entire obedience having so pleased God, 
by Ids patient subixussiun to God’s will 
having s^> apjieased his anger and satisfied 
his justice, that God is not only reconciled, 
but hath an espec'ial favour, boars an ear* 
nest g<K>d-wili toward us. That now the 
good things wo possess, we may truly ea- 
teein as blessings, and eigoy them with real 
comfort, as ]>roceeding from mercy and 
kindness; now wliat we honestly endea- 
vour, we ma) hope shall please God; now 
we have a free access to God, and may 
cheerfully iwesent our sacrifices of duty 
and devotion, with a full persuasion tluit 
they sliall be accepted.^ But all this hap- 
piness, all these favours and privihges, we 
must always remember to coitie from U>e 
continued jirociireuient and uie<liatlon of 
the Beloved ; so as ever to be reaily to 
acknowledge it, and to return our thanks 
therefor. To ihi'i sen^e that our apostle 
here had an cKpeidal regard, the words im- 
mediately following imply: Doing all in 
the name of the jMtrd Jesus^ gicihg thanks 
to God tml the Father try him, that is, in 
alt things wo do, taking occa*<ion to render 
thanks to God, as for his sake being mer- 
ciful and bountifiil to us; bestowing upon 
us the good we enjoy, blessing onr endea- 
vours, accepting our performances. We 
must not conceit, that any regard, any 
mercy, any favour, any reward, is due to* 
us in equity, is in effect conferred upon 
us, upon our own |>eraonal score (for, how 
mean things are we in comparison of his 
gt^eatness ; how vile and filthy things must 
we appear to his most pure and all dis» 
ceruiug ejes; how unworthy of his regard 
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and of his aift^cdon must we needs taJco 
ourselves to be, if we do but well consider, 
and are acquainted with ourselves!) but 
that in Am (L e, fot his sake, and % fais 
means) God hath Umed us with all spirU 
iual biessinff, in him God 

hath fumurcd^ and cast Ms grace upon s * 
valuing us, notwithstanding all our hnpero 
fectionb ; loving us, notw itl^tanding all the 
spots with which we are defiled, notwith* 
standing all the offences we have coxQinit> 
ted ; for the relation and alliance we have 
to Je&us* Nor must we Ipok on our ser- 
\ioe& (the best we are able to perform) as 
in themselves grateful or satisfkctory: for 
all of them, if we mark them well, we shall 
find mtt only quite unprofitable to God^ but 
very defective in many respects ; for, who 
can say he performs an^bing both in kind, 
in manner, in degree, thoroughly right and 
good, with that ardi^cy of love he owes 
to God, with that purity of intOTtion, with 
that earnest vigoiur of spirit, with that uth 
undistractedness of mind, with which he 
should perform it ? No : in all oim flock 
we cannot pick out a sacriflcc entire and 
unblemished ; such as God requires, suc^i 
as duty exacts from us. They need, there- 
fore, (all our services need) to be oommen- 
ded and completed by the beloved Son's 
perfectly wcU-pleaamgperformances 5 * they 
need to be cleansed and hallowed, by pass- 
ing through the hands of our most hx ly and 
imdx4led High Priest; to become sweet 
and savouiw (or to receive that 

which St. Paul speaks of) from being 
oflered up in his censer,'^ In fine, as all 
our actions should, in our intention, be 
works ol religion dedicated to God's ser- 
vice and honour ; sacrifices, as it were, of 
gratitude and homage to God ; so they 
ought all to l>e oflered up in the name of 
Jesus. I add further, 

Vil. Lastly, that to do in the name of 
Jesus may well imply doing with invc^catior 
<»f him ; thus w e may understand that place 
of St. Jame^, where the elders are advised 
to ptfnj^ and amnnt the sick in the Lord^s 
Uitmoy'* for to anxunt them, imploring our 
Lord’s blessing upon them, and upon those 
means used for their core. And thus St. 
ClirysosloTO* expounds the words; do all 
in Jesus’s name, that is (saith be) imjdoring 
him for yow hdper in all things; always 
fint praying to him^ undertake your business^ 
Utnrtg thus will indeed christen and conse- 
crate our actions ; for all things (saith our 
apO'itle) ate satwtified by the word of Qod^ 
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I and prayer that is, by God’s blessing im- 
I plored, and obtained by prayer ; or, if God’s 
word be there taken for his law, or revealed 
will, it is there signified, that our actions 
are not only sanctified by their lawfulness, 
or confonmty to that good rule, God’s de- 
clared will ; but also by the invocation of his 
name: however, all our actions, it seems, 
are unhallowed and profrne, if not accom^ 
panied with devotion.f That to do thus is 
our duty, appears by those frequent injunc- 
tions, ijQ pray indesimniily^ t(» pray always^ 
to abide mtanily inprayrr;^ which do not 
only import that wo should pray often, and 
continue with patience and Ccimestness in 
prayer, but that we should annex it to, or 
interpose it among, all our actions, under- 
taking nothing (at least of consideration or 
moment) without it. We should do it (our 
Saviour oomxnands) •» rwi that is, 
on every occasion : ^ and St. Paul gives the 
same direction : Praying (says he) ** 

aU opportimtirs^ with aU prayer 
and supplioatum in (in spu’it, that 

is, 1 take it, m our hearts *■ at least, and with 
«>ecret elevatixms of our mind, if not with 
our mouth and voice.) And more expli- 
citly otherwise saith he, lie careful for no^ 
things but in every thing (in all your afliurs) 
6^ prayer and supplication^ with thanks- 
givings let your requests he made hmm to 
God,^% And thus to do (to accompany all 
our undertaldngB with prayer) we are in- 
deed oxmoemed upxm many accounts* We 
need God’s ctireetion (being ourselves very 
blind and i^orant) in the xmoioe of what we 
attempt ; that our emls and designs may be 
good, conducible to God’s hpnour and our 
own true advantage.” For, as the prophet 
tells us, 7%e way of man is not in hmsetf 
neither is it in man that walketh to direct his 
steps and, as the Wise Man adds, Aflm’s 
goings are of the Lord; horn then can a man 
understand ms oum way?* Omplying, sincx* 
God only knows what is best for us, that 
we of our8elves,without his direction, know 
not what to dx», wiutker to go.) The holy 
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Psalmist signifies the same in those words 
(very encouraging to the practice of this 
duty) : WhaJt fRon uh&that feareth theLardf 
(thatfeareth him, that is, who worshippeth 
him and seeketh wguidance) ; Atm shaU he 
teach in the way that he sbaU ehooseJ We 
need also (being ourselves not only weak 
and infirm, hut inconstant and unstable} 
God's assistance and upholding hand In the 
pursuance of our well-chosen designs (lhat 
we may use the best means, and proceed in 
a straight course ; that we xoigr persist up- 
right and steady in our proceedm^), that 
which the Wise Man seems to call, the es- 
tablishing of our thoughts and promises, 
as a oonse^nonce upon our seeking God's 
assistance in our actions, and rel^g there- 
on : Commt (saith ho) tku woritt taUo the 
Jjiftdy and thy thoughts ahm be eetabUshed’ 
(thou shall drive on tliy good pwposes stea- 
^ly, without stumbling or faUing $ at least 
irrecoverably.) So the Psalmist assures us 
concerning a good man : The steps of a good 
nmn are ordered by the Lord: none of his 
steps shall slide : inougk he faU^ heshaU not 
utterly he cast doun . ; /or the Lord vphMeth 
him with Ids hamL^ We also further, as to 
the final success of our ailkirs, stand in need 
of God's blessing; that he, upon wbrnte 
will altogether depends the disposal of all 
events, should bc^tow a good issua unto 
our endeavours, that they prove not mat- 
ter of discouragement or diMomfort to us ; 
that which also the Psalmist assures us of 
olytainiug, upon condition of our im^oring 
and dep<mduig upon God for it: Vommt 
thy way (Naitli he) unto the Lord; trust also 
in hm,^ and he shall bring it topassJ We 
do thus need in all our affairs the direc- 
tion, nssfstanco, and blcssuig of our Lord; 
but shall not have them without pnuer; 
for the rule is, and have^ seeh and find,i 

Without aski^, we are not likely to obtain 
tliose gifts ; uTthout seeking, we must not 
hope to find those benefits from God, If 
wo are so proud as to think we do not need 
them, or so negligent as not to mind them, 
or so distrustful of the divine power or 
goodness, that we imagine he cannot or 
will not afford them to us, we are like to 
bo so unhappy as to want ttuun- God ex- 
pects from us, that wo should, in whatever 
we do, acknowledge him : (it is the Wise 
Man's expresskm, In all thy ways aeknow^ 
le^e him. and he sMl direct ihy wdhef^) 
a(£nowledge h^ as the only frithful guide 
and counselor i as the onh suficient telper 
and protector ; as the only free arbitrator 
and donor of good success. Nothing, there- 
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fore, is well ilone, which is not thus done: 
we cannot be satisfied in what we do ; we 
cannot hope for a comfortable end tWe- 
of; we cannot expect a blessing from God, 
if we have refused, or if we have neglected 
the recommending our proceedings to his 
care. We can, Isay, do nothing— not eat, 
not sleep, not trade, not travel, not study 
— wi^ any true content, any reasonable 
security, any satisfactory hope, if we have 
not first hmnbly implored G<^'s favour; 
committii^ ourselves and our business into 
his hand, that hand which dispenseth aU 
good, which alone can keep off all danger 
and mischief from us. Goa ehaU send his 
angel before thee : ' so did our father Abra- 
ham send his servant about his Imsiness ; 
having questionless before commended it 
to God by prayer. Qod Abm^hty ghe you 
mercy before the man so mu Jacob give 
his sons their despatches toward Egypt. 
In such a manner did we enter upon all 
our afikirs, we could not but be full of 
hope, and void of care cc»nceming them; 
for tiiat commonly we are so full of anxiety 
about the event of what wu undertake, 
whence doth it arise, but from our neglect 
of ^is duty? for, having committed our 
business into so sure a hand, how could we 
further be solicitous about it ? Had we, 
acoordiug to St. Peter's advice, oast our 
care upon the Lord; or, cost our burden 
upon as the Psdmist exhorts us ; had 
we duly sought and invoked him who never 
jaileth them that seek him^ who is nigh to 
uU them that call upon him;'' we should 
not have such a load of troublesome care 
resting iqion us ; our hearts would be light 
and free as to all these things ; we should 
be secure, tliai noUiing very bad or disas- 
trous could befall us ; wo should expen- 
euoe it true, what the prophet aifims in 
that prayer or psalm to God, Thou wilt 
heap Aim in perf^t peace whose mind is 
stayed on thee* Be careful for nothings St. 
Paul bids ua; but in every thing let mur 
requests he made known to God*^ if «e 
penorm tho latter part, the former will 
nattu-ally be consequent thereon. Thus, 
in the last place, should we do all things 
In the name of Jesus (ujpon all occasions 
praying to him, or, which is all one, to 
God, in his name ;) which that we may do 
(that we are allowed and encouraged to do 
it) is also a privilege^ and an advantage iti- 
viduable. 

In so many ways and partioular respec^ts 
may we and ought we to perform all we do 
in the name of Jesus ; w e should do every 
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thing out of grateful affection and reftpoct 
to him, a« our chief ^inciplo; every tmng 
as his servants, aiming ei^ciidly at the 
pleasing of him, and promoting his honour, 
as our principal end ; every thing according 
to his will and eommandnaent, as our con- 
stant rule; every thing after his example, 
as our best pattern; everything in confi- 
dence of his gracious assistance and bias- 
ing, as our only strei^th and support; 
every thing with hope of acoeptance purely 
n^n his account ; every thing with thank* 
ful sense and acbnowleogmeut to God for 
the mercies and favours convoyed unto us 
by his means, conferred upon us for his 
sake ; every thing aith humble invocation 
of him, or with prayer to God in his name : 
in sum, every thing with a due and proper 
regard had to him ; so that he be not passed 
over or left out in any thing we under- 
take ; but Gotno always into consideration, 
according as our relations to him and our 
obligations to him do require. In the per- 
formances of which duties, the life indeed 
of our religion (of all our good practice, of 
all our devotion) doth consist. 

To all this 1 shall only subjoin the men- 
tion of one general duty, implied in all and 
each of those we have propounded, which 
is thh:^ 

Vni. That our Lord Jesus should be 
frequently (and in a manner continually; 
always, as to the habitual di<«position of our 
souls, actually upon all fit occasion*-) pre- 
sent to our min(k and thoughts. This, I 
say, is plainly implied in the former duties. 
For, how is it possible we should perform 
all our actions (^ca, utter all our words) 
with any sort of regard to him, if wc sel- 
dom tliink of him ? Such is the nimbleness 
and activity of our minds, that it is feasible 
enough to do thus ; and, in respect to other 
i»bject8, we commonly experience it done ; 
for animvit est vH amat; wnatever we afFec*t, 
our mind, however otherwise employed, 
will be thinking on it; it is hard to restrain 
our thoughts from it (the covetous man's 
heart will be among his ba^ ; the volup- 
tuous man's mind will be in his dishes; tiie 
studious person will be musing ou his no- 
tions, do ne what he can :) why, then, may 
we not as well, as <»ften direct our min^ 
toward our Lord, and mix the remem- 
brance of him with all other employments 
or entertainments of our thoughts ? To do 
«o U surely very requisite, and very expe- 
dit lit toward our good practice. Things 
fhr distant, or lung absent, can have smul 
tflicoc), or influence: it is so, we sec, in 
natural, and it is no Ici^s so in moral ea- 
h } wbcri in representation to the fancy 
and memory luxe u force answerable to 


that which real conjunction and approxi- 
mation have in nature. As the heat and 
light of the sun, the further he goes, and 
the longer he stays £rom us, do the more, 
proportionably, decrease ; so, according to 
our less frequently and less seriously thiuk- 
ing upon any object, our afTeotion and our 
respect tlioreto decay. If therefore we de- 
sire, according to our doty, to maintain in 
our hearts such dispositions (due aficclion 
and due reverence) toward Jusus; if wo 
intend to suit our actions accordingly with 
due regard to him ; we should, in order to 
those purposes, apply this so necessary and 
useful mean, of frequently bending our 
minds toward him ; the doing of which, in 
likelihood, will conduce much to the sanc- 
tifying our afTections, and to the governing 
oui* actions in a constant performance of 
our daty. For we can hardly, sure (admit- 
ing we do seriouriy believe him to be such 
as we profess to believe him), with any 
competent attention think of him, but that 
thot^bt will be apt to restrain us from 
doixig ill, to incite us to do well ; since, 
together with that thought, some of his 
excellent perfections, some of our principal 
i«elations, and some of our groat obligatious 
to him (each of which hath much virtue 
and force to those purposes), will inler- 
pose and r^resent tliemsclvcs. Freijuently 
thinking of him, we shall sometimes ap- 
pehend him with incessant toil labouring 
in the service of God, and in promoting 
the welfare of men ; ** sometimes we shall 
imagiue him undergoing all kind of con- 
tumelies and bitter pains, suffering by tho 
cruel hands and tongues of spiteful men ; 
we shall, as it were, behold him bleeding 
under the scourge, ajqd hanging upon the 
cross, for our sakes. Sometimes he will 
appear to our minds crowned with majesty, 
reining in sovereign power and glory, 
having all things in subjection under his 
feet; sometimes also he will be repesented 
as our Judge, before whose tribunal we 
must all shortly stand, and be obliged to 
render on account of all otur doings: which 
thoughts pa«»sing through our minds, will 
be apt to make some impression upon our 
hearts, to have some influence upon our 
actions. For, can that most amiJlile and 
most venerable idea of a person so entirely 
c and holy, so meek and humble, so 
of benignity and charity toward all 
men (particularly toward oiu^selves), bo 
otherwise than apt to beget some especial 
love and reverence toward him ; than in- 
clino us strongly to do well, yea, than teach 
us what and how we should do so, in con. 
formity to such a pattern sot before us ^ 
« Acts s J8. 
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if ocf'uprinj? to our thoughts, that ho is our 
Lord and Master (^ho made iis, and main- 
liiiiis ui,; who purehoRod us to hiiusfilf, and 
rodoomod us from iniscrablo slavory by his 
own he^irt-blood ;) how can it fail to raiso 
in us some awo, some souse of duty toward 
3 lira ? Will not the apprehension of what 
he did and what he suffered for us jpower- 
fulJy mind us, that, according to all justice 
and cfjuity, in all ingenuity and gratitude, 
wa are bound to do only that which will 
plensc him? If we think of Jesus, when 
we are setting upon any action, shall we 
not thereupon be apt thus to interrogate 
ourselves? — Shall 1 do otiierwise than he 
did, or would have done, so rendering my- 
self unlike or contrary to him ? Shall I be 
so unAtilhful to my glorious Master, as to 
tlisserve him, or to lu'glect his service? 
Shall 3 be so unw'ortliy toward my gracious 
Redeemer, my best friend, my most boun- 
tiful Inmefactor, on to disoblige him. to 
wrong him, to dishonour him, to grieve 
him by thus doing? Shall 1 be so vain and 
r.ish as to cross him who h my King, able 
to control and hubduo me? as to offend 
him who is im Judge, resolve#! to condemn 
and punish me ? Shall I wilfully forfeit that 
friendship and fa^ooi* of hU, upon which 
all ms happiness doth depend? Shall I 
jtrocure his displeasure and enmity, from 
w hit li my irttt r ruin must inevitahlv fol- 
low ? Such eoiisidorations have a nat« 
ral eonnectivu) w ifh our fre<iuent thinking 
u}n)n, and the jus ence, as it were, of our 
Messed Saviour to our minds ; w^hifdi there- 
fon* may be commended t(» us as an excel- 
1< nt lostVument of bettering our hearts and 
our lives. 

To conclude; Let us always remember, 
and consider, tlmt we ai*e Christians, rc- 
Litcd unto Christ Jesus, and caJled by his 
luimc ; and os so, iu his natno lot uh do all 
tilings. 

Lortt of all potirr and mi^hi ; who art 
the author and §;toer of all got^ things ; 
grajt ill our hfiirts the love of thy name ; 
increase in tus true religion ; liourLh us uHA 
all goodliest ; and of iky great Mercy keep 
us in the same , thrOh^h Jesus Chnsi our 
Loi iL 


SERMON XXXIV. 

or ni 1NC3 IMITATOBS OF cnitibT. 

] Con. IV. 1 (k—J biseeth »/<w, he followers of 
me. or, I exhort jou,Ik* imitators of me.* 
S r* Pa in., h\ an Impartial reflMion upon 
IJs hem-l . 111(1 lift , being wtll asbui'ed that 
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he by the divine S]>irit w'as oiilighiencd 
with a certain knowledge of all necessary 
truth, and endued with plentiful meiwtii^es 
of divine grace ; btung contoious of a sin- 
cere zeal in himself to honour God, and 
benefit men ; bei^ satisfied, that with in- 
tegrity he did suit his conversation to tlie 
dictates f»f a good conscience, to the sure 
rule of God*s law, and to the perfect ex- 
ample of his Lord; that his intentions 
were pure and right, his actions warrant- 
able, and the tenor of his life couApicu- 
ously blameless, doth upon all occabioos 
(not out of any self- conceitedness, arro- 
gance, or ostentation, from which he, by 
frequent acknowledgment of his own de- 
fects and his miscarriages, and by ascribing 
all the good he had, or did, to the grace 
and mercy of (rod, doth sirfficienlly dear 
himself* but from an earnest desire to 
glorify God, and edify his disciples) de- 
scribe, and set forth hw own practice, pro- 
posing it as a rule, pressing it upon tiiem 
as on argimient, an eucouragemem, an 
ohligation, to the performance of ^evei'al 
duties. So by it he direototh and urgeth 
the Ephcwaiis to a duritablc coiUpHaiice, 
or complaisance ; a sweet and inoffent.i\c 
demeanour towai*d uthovs : Give lui offence 
(saitli he) neither to the Jews^ nor to the 
Gentiles^ nor to the thmeh of God: evert 
as 1 phase all men in all things^ not seeh^ 
ing iny oum profit^ but the pi'ojit of mavy^ 
that they may be saved: be ye followers 
of me:* .M ho guides and provokes the 
Philippiaus to endeavours of proficiency in 
grace, and the study of (’hristian perfec- 
tion; Never iheh ss (saith he to them) 
to we have already attained^ hi us walk by 
the same rule^ let us mind the same thing: 
brethren^ be followers together of we, and 
mark such as walk so, as ye have us for an 
ensampleJ* By the like instance and argu- 
ment, he inoveth the Thessalonians to a 
solier and orderly couverhation, to industry 
ill thi‘ir calling, to sidf-denial, and a ge- 
nerous disregard of private interest: For 
yourselves (aaitii he) know how ye ought to 
follow us : for we behaved hot ourselecs dis^ 
orderly among you; luatlu r did mi eat any 
mavfs bread for nought , but wrought with 
labour and travail day and night, that we 
m^ht not be ilutrgeahle to any of you ; not 
because we have not power, hut to make ovi- 
selves an cj ample to you to follow us,*- 1 he. 
same persons he coinmendeth, as having 
by this means hecn induced to a patient 
eoiLstaiicy in faith and g(»od works. Fe 
knoie (^sailh he ' « hat manner of men un were 

“ 1 Oor \. '2 .11 . i\ U* »» t*>u! ill. 16, 17. 

■-‘ThtiS m ks/i 



m OP BEING IMITATOBS OF CHRIST. [sprmon xxxir. 


anumg^ jfou for your sahe^ and ye became 
followers of us, and of the Lord, having 
received the word in much affliction.^ Tbe 
practice of all nrtue and goodness he also 
thus recommendeth under this rule and 
oblation: Those things, which ye Itave 
honied, and received, and heard, and seen 
in me, doj and the God of peace shaU be 
with you.^ Thus in our teti (refming it 
to the context) he urgeth the Christians, 
his disciples at Corinth, lotideKty and dih* 
gence in the eh^es and affairs oominitted 
to them, to humility, patience, and charity ; 
wherein he declareth liimseli' to have set 
btforu them an evident and exact pattern. 
Wliich practice of St, Paul doth chiefly 
teach ub two things ; that we bo careful to 
gi\e, and that we be ready to follow good 
example : tlie latter of wliioh duties more 
directly and immediately a^eeth to the in- 
tent of this place ; and it, therefore, I shall 
only now insist upon ; the subject and scojie 
of my discourse shall be to show, that it is 
our duty and concernment to regard the 
practices of good men, and to ftdlow their 
example. To which purpose wc may ob- 
serve, 

I. Tliat it is the manner of the apostles, 
upon all occasions, to inculcate this duty: 
wo heard St. Paul; hear St. James: Take 
(saith ho) rny brethren, the prophets, who 
have spoken in the name of the Lord, for 
an example of suffering afflict^ : Ye fmve 
heard of the jHtrience of Job, and have seen 
the end of t)w Lord; that the Lord Is very 
pittfd, and of tender mercy . * and the apos- 
tle to the Hebiews: We desire (saith he) 
that everyone of you do skm the ham dilu 
gmee to the full assurance of hope unto the 
end: thatyc he not slotJfful, but foUowers 
of them who through faith and patient e in^ 
herit the premses : ^ and again, Whereftn e, 
seeing we are aho compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so costly 
bchef u^, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us,^ And St. Peter: | 
Ye wioes, be in subjection to your own hus^ ' 
bands; even 09 ^rah obeyed Ahrahum, 
calling him l&id^ And wherever the emi- 
nent deeds of holy men are mentioned, it 
is done with an inthuation at least, or tacit 
supposition, that we are obliged to follow 
their example. 

II. We m^ consider that to this end 
fthat we might have worthy patterns to 
imilale) the goodness of God nath raised 
up in all ages such excellent persons, fur- 
lushiug Ihem with rare endowments, and 
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with continual influences of his nrace as- 
sisting them, to this purpose, mat they 
might not only instruct us with wholesome 
doctrine, but lead us also by good example 
in the paths of righteousness. For certam- 
ly what St. Paul sOitb concerning the sins 
and punishments of bad men, is no less 
applicable to the virtuous deeds and happy 
examples of good men : All these things 
happened unto them for ensamples ; and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come.i 

in. They are written for our admonition: 
it was a sperial design of God’s providence 
in recording and recommending to <iur re* 
gard the divine histories. They wore not 
framed as monuments of a fruitless uie- 
mory and fame to them; th<y were not 
proposed to us as entertainmenis of om* 
curiosity, as objects of wonder, as inattcis 
of idle discourse ; that imconoernodly w e 
should gaze upon them, or talk about tficm, 
as children look on fine gays: but tho\ are 
set before us, as copies to transcribe, as 
lights to guide us in our wa) to happint ss.* 
So that if we will not iiigratefully frus- 
trate the intentions of divine Provideiict for 
our good, w e must dispose oursoh es to imi- 
tate those illustrious patterns of virtue and 
piety, 

IV, We may further consider, that, in 
the nature of the thing itself, good exam- 
ple is of singular advantage to us, as being 
apt to have a mighty virtue, eflicacx, and 
influence upon our practice; which' consi- 
deration should much engage uh to regard 
it, applying it as an instrument of making 
ourselves good^ and consequently of he- 
coming hiippy. Good example is, as 1 sa> , 
of exceeding advantage to practice upon 
many accounts. 

J. Examples do more compendiously, 
easily, and pleasantly inform our minds, 
and direct our practice, than precepts, or 
any olher way or instrument of disci] dino. 
Precepts are delivered in on universal and 
abstT'oeted maimer, naked, and \oid of all 
circiunstantial attire, without any interven- 
tion, assistance, or suffrage of sense ; and, 
consequently, can have no vehement 0 ]>e- 
ration upon the fanev, and soon do fly 
the memory ; like ftaalies of lightning, loo 
subtle to^n^e any great impression, or to 
leave any remarkable footsteps, upon what 
they encounter; they must he expressed iu 
nice tenns, and digested in exact method ; 
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thpy are various, and in many disjomted 
fHeccfa consplrft t(> make up an entire body 
ot' direction: they do also admit of divers 
cases, and require many exceptions, or re- 
htrictions, which to apprehend disUn^y, 
and retain long in memory, needs a tedious 
labour, and continual attention of mind, 
together with a piercing and steady judg- 
ment. But good example, with less trouble, 
more speed, and greater efficacy, causes us 
to comprehend the business, representing 
it like a picture < ^jiosed to s/^nse, having 
the parts orderly did|)os<*d and completely 
united, suitably clotlied and di'essed up in 
its circumstances ; contained in a narrow 
compass, and perceptible by one glance, so 
easnv insinuating itscll' into the fancy, and 
dwabJy resting therein: in it you see at once 
described, the thing done, the quality of 
the fictor, the manner of doing, the minute 
seasons, measures, and adjuncts of the ac- 
tion ; with all which you might not perhaps 
by numerous rules be acquainted; and this 
in the most iheile, familiar, and deli|g;ht(ui 
of instruction, which is by experience, 
hist*)ry, and observation of sensible e\enK 
A system of precepts, though exquisitely 
coiupiicted, in comparison, but a skele^ 
ton , a dry, meagre, hfeless bulk, exhibiting 
IK (thing of person, place, time, manner, 
ilegret', wherein chiefly the flesh and blood, 
the colours and grai'es, the life and soul 
of things do consist; whereby they please, 
aflect, and mo\c us: but example imparts 
thereto a goodly corpulency, a life, a mo- 
tion ; renders it conspicuous, specious, and 
active, transforming its notional univer- 
sality into the reality of singular subsist- 
ence. This discourse Is verilfied by various 
experience ; for we And all masters of art 
and science explicating, illustrating, and 
confirming thoii general rules and precepts 
by particular examples. Mathematicians 
deiuuasti ate their tneorems by schemes uiid 
diagrams^ which, in effect, are but sensible 
iictaucc.s; orators back their enthymeraeg 
(or rational argumentations) uith induc^ 
turn (or bingnlar examples;) philosophers 
ailoge the practice of Socrates, Zeno, and 
the like persons of famous wisdom and 
virtue, to authtirizo tlieir dwtrine; poli. 
tics aaid civil prudence is more easily and 
sweetly drawn out of good history, than 
out of books de RopubUca. Artificers de- 
scribe models^ and set patteiw before their 
disciples, with greater success than if they 
shfudd deliver accurate rules and prwepts 
to them. For who would not more readily 
learn io build, by vicwhig carefully the 
j»arts and frame <»f a well contrived struc- 
tuic, than by a studious inquiry into the 


rules of architecture ? or to draWy by set- 
ting a good picture before him, than by 
merely sjpecutating upon the laws of per- 
spective or to write fairly and expeditely, 
by imitating one good copy, than by hear- 
kening to a thousand oral prescriptions; 
the understanding of which, and faculty of 

S lying them to practice, may prove more 
cult and tedious, than the whole prac- 
tice itself as directed by a copy? Neither 
is the case much different m moral con- 
cernments ; one goi'd example may repre- 
sent more fully and clearly to us the uatnru 
of a virtue, than Jiny verbose dcacri^uion 
tliercof can do: in sooner time, and with 
greater ease, we may learn our duty by 
regarding the deportment of some excel- 
lent person, than by attending to many piii- 
losophical discourses concerning it.* For 
instance, if we desire to know what faith 
is, and how we should rely upon the divine 
Providence, let us propose to our consi- 
deration the practice of Abraham; where- 
in we may see the father of the faithfiil 
leaving a most jdeasant country, the place 
of hiK nativity, and qaestiouloss most dear 
unto him under that notion ; deserting liis 
home and fixed habitation, his estate and 
patrimony, his kindred and acquaintance, 
to wander ho knew not where in unknown 
lands, with all his fiunily, leading on uncer- 
tain and ambulatory life in tents, sojourn- 
ing and shifdng among strange people, de- 
void ofpiety and civility, (among Canaanites 
and E^*ptians;) upou a bare confidence 
in the Divine protection and guidance: we 
may see him, aged ninety-nine years, sen- 
sible of bis own natural impotenoo, and an 
equal incapacity in his consort as to such 
piurposes, yet with a steady belief assuring 
himiwdf, that from those dea<i stocks a 
numerous progeny should spring, and that 
he, who by all power of nature wab miahle 
to beget one child, bhouJd, by virtue of 
God’s omnipotent word, become the father 
of a mighty nation: w(' mav see hiui, upon 
the first summons of the Divine command, 
without scruple or hesUanc) , readily and 
cheerfully yielding up bis onl} sou (tho sole 
ground of riis hope and prop of his fiuml) , 
to whoso very person the promise of mul- 
tiplication was affixed) to be sacrificed aud 

* X«n. 4 .— It wu XeiiopIinir«i obs«ri«U^, 

sroundod u»ou Ids o«n oxi>orienec. tboi thi^ 
of Hociales ooineriHitiun did anuttl} profit no- 
(litamtancd. '!'« uhm ts 0 tl«u «/ 

«vir*» ftfiiiMfett And S^nocastatlt* ihut tho 
cuowd of \bbieh lol)out>d chr sum^ iwiso 

iiiim, dnrlved moiv of theb cUuca from lus oumntTs 
tiuui fils wrimis : p/et ft inoHSur. qwm it t Am 
eratitfrnjctt -Sou. JLp 11 And he thwt sbsU reticet 
upontUi' story rourcniint, his Wiavumr «liMn be « 
hy mallokoos onvy ftorsecuted h xth, ma* » orhsps 
be moil cdifiod (lioubj, thwnhy oil hl> stjihtlr du 
coHi SOS about dorthi luia the sotti s state alter a 
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Blain; not objecting to hie own reason the supplied the miraculous purveyance of 
palpii^le inconsistent^ of cotwels so ro* Heaven), in the meanwhile resisting the 
pugnant, nor anxiously labouring to reoon* eontmualinvastonsof open enemies, ingroai 
cQe the seeming contrariety between the numbers with armed violence striving to 
JDivine promises and commands; but re* obstruct his passaffe and defeat his purpitso; 
solved as it were (with an implicit &iih in having also (whioi was more) his patience 
God) to believe things incredible, and to constantly exercised in supporting the fro* 
rely upon events impossible: contempla^ng ward perverseness of a most incredulous 
th^ things, let us say what discourse could and intractable people, which took all oo- 
so Uvelilv describe the nature of true &iih, casions of complaint and mutiny againhi 
as this lUnstiious precedent do^* « him; in contesting with the fartiojis rivality 
Again, he that would learn how to do* of envious nobles, who repined at his sue* 
mean himself in rensting the assaults of cesses, and maligned his authen'ity among 
temptation, let him considor that one car* them; in hearing the indiscreet and un- 
of Joseph; of him, together with* toward prevaricauons of his own most in- 
standing the courtships of an attractive timate friends and nearest relations, com- 
beauty, and rejecting the solicitations of pUing with the wickodhiunours and Zaires 
an imperious mistress, advantaged by op* of the people ; in sustaining many other 
portunities of privacy and solitude ; when perplexities and crosses ; all which notwith* 
the refusal was attended with extreme standing, ho with insuperaMp resolution 
danger, and aU the mischief! which the happily achieved his glorious undertaking: 
disdain of a Aoious lust disappointed, of an and will not this evainplo, attentively re- 
outrageous jealousy provoked, of a loving garded, beyond the power of any other 
master^s confidence abused, could produce; means or method, explain to us the wi,y 
and all this by one of meanest condition, of industry, courage, and pe^wMTaneo iu 
in a strange place, where no intercession, ' good and worthy, though high and diffi- 
fhvour, or patronage of friends, cotdd be cidt enterprises? 

had, no equal ei^amination of Ins cause One instance more, and that of all most 
might be expected; of him doing this, : pertinent to our occasion: Would you be 
merely upon prixiciples of conscience, and instructed how faithfully to disclmrge the 
out of fear of God (saying, Horn can Ida luinistiiria], or any other office r With » 
Ms great etii^ and m agmnst Godf) and steadfast attention, then, behold the excel- 
he that considers this example, how can he lent pattern of St« Paul ; consider how in 
be ignorant of his duty in the like ca^'c^ all his designs he sealouslyand ringlymiiietl 
Again, would we learn wisdom, coiisUn- at the honour and service of God, neglects 
i!y, and resolution in the conduct of hone^t ing his own mfety, ^uict, credit, and all 
and worthy designs, let us set before our worldly accommodations, for the advan(*e* 
eyes the pattern of Moses, and therein nicnt of thorn; how affectionately ho toiv- 
take potice, how he, obeying Divino iu* dered the good and welfare of those, the 
atindt and direction, having omlwaced that care of wIk^* spiritual condition was corn- 
noble pmpose of rescuinghh countrymen mended to him, using all bin skill, care, 
from the Egyptian bon&ge, of settling and strength inpronioting their edification; 
them in a method of happy policy, and of. declaring liiniMdf for then* good to be con- 
bringing them into the promised land of tent, not only for a litue to lie absent from 
thefr enjoyment, did behave himself in the the Lord, being deprived of that happiness 
execution ihere^; with how inde£Btigid>}e which he otherwise impatiently groaned 
industry he solicited tlidr cause with afic* for, and was fully assured of; but desironn, 
kle and deceitful, stupid and hard-hearted as it seems, to be secluded for ever from 
king; enduring mequent disappointments his blissful presence, by a dreadful anathe^ 
and repulses, together with furious storms nm, for their sake : how prudently, meekly, 
of anger, and most terrible menaces from ^ and humbly, he demeaned lumsrif tuw'ard 
him: how hm ing there surmounted all ob- them ; becoming all things to all men, form* 
Stacies, and offectoally enlarged the people ing himself into all allowable shapes and 
from thefr restraint in Egy;^ he leathern <»Tours; undergoit^ all sorts of censure 
on foot through a valley encompassed with and imputations (of a despicable, an 
mountains of sea; and after that undertook { norant, a fooiUsh person;) tempering his 
a tedious inarch (a march of forty years) ‘ speech and deportment to their capacities 
through a wild, barren, and dry soUiado4 and needs, hearing their miscarria^s, and 
(whoe no water was but such as issued eoinpljing with their weaknesses; parting 
from the stony b >wtd* of a rook; nofrod, freely with his own jiwt liberty, pleasure, 
or msaiw of subsistence, but such as was and satisfaction, for their .Hpiritum advmw 
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how f^eoerously he despised his own 
profit and ease^ refusititg that supply he 
might with aU reason and equity hayo re- 
quirisl from them ; choosing to nudntaiu 
himself with the lal>nur of his owo hands^ 
end the sweat of bis brows, that he might 
rend^ the gospel nowise Wdeusome 
oifensive to thorn ; how vigilantly and oou^ 
rageously he withstood the mischievous 
endeavours of false brethron, and troa- 
oherous seducer s ; earnestly ormtending for 
the churab*s peace and quiet against fac- 
tious spirits, and for the substantial truths 
of the gospel against tho pernicious devices 
of heretics and fiilse teachers; how pa- 
tiently he sustained all manner of pains, 
griefs, travels, wants, losises, hamds, dis- 
tresses, disappointments, af&outs, and re- 
pr(Mwbes, for the honour of God, the 
benefit of his spiritual chil(h*en, the dis- 
charge of his duty, and satisfaction of his 
e4>nsoiencc; these things, I say, regard, 
and tlem tell me, if he might not reason. 
ahi> inculcate this admonition, Imitate me; 
and if his example he not of rare use to 
instruct us, how faithfiilly we sliould in our 
respi*etive charged and employments de- 
nicnii ourselves. I might in like manner 
instance how excellent a rule of devotion 
the practice of the royal prophet may he 
unto us; how Elias's practice might teach 
us to be zealous champions for truth and 
ngbteousness ; how they who would be good 
judges, or honest patriots, may receive di- 
riM.^tion from the carriage of Samuel, Da- 
aiol, and Neltemiah/ But 1 proceed to 
say, that fiirthtr, 

II. Good examples do not only inform, 
but tliiy persuade and incline our rtavon 
to good practice, commending it to us by 
plausible authunty; a way of reasoning the 
most phuii, easy, and suitable to all men's 
capacities; less subject to errar and doubt 
than any other iu particular oases ; where- 
by as it is always moie easy to know what 
IS good and fit, so oommoniy it v^ most 
safe ; there hclng few, w ho can t»o w ill dis- 
cern what is giK»d, as they may rest iu the 
judgments or others. For tliat wise and 
virtuous persons do any thmg, is a very 
probable argument that we arc obliged and 
c)i>ncerned to do the Uke ; seeing such per- 
sons may in all thoir actions l»e supposed 
to have an unbiassed regard to tho indes of 
truth and justice, tie, uierefore, w'ho can 
say, that Abraham, or David, or St. l^ml 
did so in such a case, supposetli that hi 
liath no small reason to do the like; it Is 

* *r»w 
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accounted pardonable, yoa, ahnest com* 
mendable, to err with such persons; be- 
cause it is done with good appearaaoe of 
reason, seeingsuchpersons were themselves 
utidikely to err i yViU you (sahb Cicero*) 
ommemorrite to me l^pu/s^ cend Cato's^ 
and Mius\ and say they dkl the same 
thing f Though thi thing die^aseem^ yet 
1 caamd unthstmid the authority of suck 
men their authority is s&great^ that it eon 
cover even ttui susjAcim of ajault» It is ol>- 
dous in temporal concernments, how great 
a stroke this way of discourse hath ; how 
boldly men adventure their dearest intor- 
rsts in following such whom Bmy probalfiy 
deem honest, and able to guide twm ; for 
instance, in travelling, if one being igno- 
rant or doubtful of his way happen to meet 
a person, whom he oonceheH able, and 
nowise concerned or disposed to misleodi 
him, he without scruple tbllows him, and 
confidently relics on his direction, in like 
manner, all good men, in the way of vir- 
unus practice tending directly toward 
m^pincas (our common journey S end), it 
beii^ their desigii, their intcro>t, and tiudr 
endeavour, not to mistake the way, not to 
deflect fi^om the right and neariwt course 
thereto, men are apt to think it rcasonshle 
and safe to accompany in their progress, 
or to press after them in their steps: and 
surely, next to a clear and certain rule, 
there is not any more rational warrant for 
pi^aetiee, and consequently no better induce- 
ment thweto, than sneh good precedents* 
Further, 

111. Examples do incite our passions, 
and impel them to the performance of 
duty. They raise hope, they infiame cou- 
rage, they provoke emulation, they urge 
upon modesty, they awaken curiosity, tliey 
afibet fiuicy, they set m motion ^ the 
springs of activity. It may not be amiss 
to show how, particularly^ 

1. They raise liope, by discovering to 
us and assurinlly proving the feasibleness 
of iiiatttTv propounded, or tlie possibility 
of success in undertaking good dedgns, 
and that by the best and most convincing 
of arguments, experience. Nothing so de- 
presseth hope and advanceth desponden- 
cy, as an apprehension of impossibuity, 
which is equivalent thereto, an extreme 
iBfiicuhy (appearing to surmount our pre« 
sent forces') in the buamess to be attempted : 
of such a conceit desperation seemeth a 

* AtMoavioi mllUi ct Catoiwi, o, lAdloi eonawi* 
«l sot fd«m UbEWk tee nuhl 

noa iilMSttkt taoMn eontm homtaaw saotantslsai 
{taobsr«i atm powieiru Mmiui aW K omkium s.ieiovi* 
tev, a ««tuMn buito. ut OsUirt) vwvm p<«* 

tM 1 m. iU 



342 OF BSIKO iMlt ATOES OF CHRIST. [muovi xxxiv. 


ri^onibble otmneqveno^. F<»r« rw iiiwdTm 
ifiwim U is a mtsSMSs to sdm iU 

impomiMitiesi ^ «ad sndi, ccmsiider^ tbo 
gMt iuftrintty of human naturo, its strong 
|irone»sions to evil, and averseaeBS from 
g< 0 (dt tc^ether with the manifold impedi* 
mentBana tdlurements ol^ecUng themselves 
in the mj of good praotico, m duties as 
barely represented in precepts, and pressi^d 
bv rational inducements, mi^t seem to be, 
if good example £d not clearly demonstrate 
them to be possible, yea sometimes facile; 
even those, which upon a auperhcial view 
do seem most difficult, and insuperable by 
our weak endeavour. The stoical doctrine, 
which described a line and stately portreu* 
ture of virtue, and inculcated very strict 
rules (a close following of God and nature, 
a perfect victory over self, the subduing 
ail passions, and overruling ali corporeal 
appetites; an entire freedom, composure, 
and tranquillity of mind; a total iiidiifer- 
ency in respect of fortune and all exleniaJ 
events, with the like duties, rarely prac- 
tised, although, upon all aocounts, ac- 
knowledged cumformable to reason), was 
therefore by most rejected as useless, or 
exploded as ridiculous, as being presumed 
to propound matters purely imaginary and 
un^acticable; >et he that had seen this 
doctrine in great measure exemplified by 
Zeno, the first maator of it, would have had 
no such reason to contemn it, not to despair 
of practising according to it, if he would 
serioucdy endeavour it: exemplified, 1 say, 
by Zeno, whereof we have an illustrious 
testimony from a solemn decree of the 
Athenians; Ac» Laeri. 

in Zen. Wkemis Zeno^ the stm of Mnmeas 
the Cittican^ having maOy man prof used 
phihsopt^ m this ana as well in ail 
other things hath d<*meaned himself like a 
good nustty as partieukrla esfhorting the 
yomg men^ who went to be mstrmted by 
hath provoked them to virtue mid 
sohmty; withal etshihiting his mM life t \ 
pattern tf the best things answerable to the 
disamrm he used to make ; it is therefore 
auspienmly den eed by the people^ that Zeno 
the son of Mnaseas he soteimuy praised and 
crowned (aevordisig to the uvj^e) wMh a 
y Men crown; and that a monumeid be erected 
for hm at the pubitr charge in the (Wand* 
aim (the place where those were interred 
who had bravely exposed their lives for 
public defence.) This was indeed a noble 
attestation and a oomaly respect exhibited 
to a vii tnous conversation ; making in some 
measui’i* a ..ati'^'&rtion for the hmous af- ^ 
Ircul done then to, when, instead of ho- ^ 
lew i p sa 


nouring it with a crown, they rewarded it 
with a cup of poison, given to the excellent 
Socrates. Suita% to which testimony, 
Seneca gmth of Cleantbes, that his vir- 
tuous practice depended more upon the 
observation of Zeno's lifr than the informa- 
tion of his doctrine: Zetmm Cleanthesnon 
expressissety si ernn tantammodo amlisset: 
vitiP ejus interfuity secretaperspexity obser* 
oavit ilium an er formula sm viveret Cle* 
anthes (saith he) mxd not so nearly resembled 
Zenoy if he had only attended to his (Hs* 
eouises: he was present to his lifey he took 
notice of hU private carriag€y he observed 
whetkei his prai^tice did suit to his doctrine. 
So tliat stoicism itself, wluoh speaketh such 
prodigies, was, it seems, fimnded not only 
upon Mg words, the issues of a sp(‘culali\c 
fazKiy, but more upon the good practice of 
its first master and Institutor. And indeed, 
he that would efiectually j^suade the un- 
dertaking of any enterpnse, must either 
suppose it, or prove it etfectihle 5 and the 
most easy , the most m idont way of proving 
it is b\ examplo. Men (saith Pliny, ju- 
nior, well) are better mstmeted by eaitm* 
pkSy which have in them ehieftu this advan* 
tagCy that they do pyve the things may be 
done which they enjoin^ And, llmnan in- 
fimdty (saith Salvian to the same purpose) 
requires the assistance of example, that it 
may more easily now perform tmt which it 
knom others to have before done ; all jm- 
terity being admonished by hewing that what 
hath once been doncy may he done again. 
And, The example (saith St. Bernard) of a 
work done is a lively and ej^kacious otatumy 
easily persuading what we tntendy by proving 
that fensibley which we strive to persuade 
mtor Upon which score we therefore aic 
exceedingly obliged to those holy men, who 
by their practice have assured us, tlmt the 
highest duties exacted of us by our religion 
(the mortification of imreasonable desires, 
the suppression 4 >f irregular passions, tln‘ 
loving and blessing our enemies, thi r<- 
nouncin^ worldly vanities and pl<'Asnre% 
the rejoicing in aftliciitms, the voluntary 
abdicainm of oui* estates in some cases, yea, 
exposing life itself to inevitable hazard and 
loss), are not chjmeric«il propositions of im- 
possible pertormances ; but duties (if w- 

* hoiuuicH exomplic dooontur qua* Imprlntfa 
hoc boot habont, appi (HmiU, qtitit pra otpiuut Utn 1 
pottse — JVm. J<«* i awg 
AcUuvan m axSinpItM cKoptat humatia imirtnitas 
4 QO liudUas ip^ tiimo flwvsu quie aUiw s>\u* 

ougnotost , duui aHrumiKur aditu wis» omuu uv 1 1 
posM, quod Ibctuiii ist - 8ah ud Fat Vath 
Sermo quldain vivun et (0» axevcnipltim ouem e f 
fai'ile JUt quod intindinius, dunt fiMlUnlt in >• 

bat quod »ttaatun» -‘Jinn df Jte\w /ittM tii 
bx alivruni 1 activ Sci 1 im«si m durit, quod fortr t uui 
putaustWit aon {iu»4i ptyu^kcUbi — hp \ u s. 
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bball seriovu^y and vigoronaly apply otir en* 
fleavours to thm, am aufFer onr hopes to 
be elevated by tli^ example) teaHly prac- 
ticable. Piety» abstractedly viewed in pre^ 
cept, may seem an airy project, a name, a 
notion; but it being seen in example will 
prove a matter substantial, true, and feaa- 
ble. A direct and pure aneoulation thereof 
may daxzle our sight, ana dash (»ur hopes; 
but as being reflected flrom persons prao* 
tising it, we may bear its lustre, and hope 
to attain it. 

2, Examples do inflame couraj^. So the 
apostle to the Hebrews si^ifleth, when to 
this purpose he intimateth, that he men- 
tioned and settethbefore them the examples 
of the patriarchs; that he thereby might 
excite their courage, and cause them reso- 
lutely to undertake that obedience^ and pa- 
tiently to undergo those afi^ictions, uhich 
they performed and sustained; that (saitli 
he) he nut dothM^ butt foTluwers of them 
wAo through faith wid jtatience irAmt the 
promises^ For that beat, and active spirit, 
wliieh ill some degree re&ideth in all men’s 
breasts, is by exaniple kindled, as one flame 
is kimllod by the contact or appr^h of 
another, liow many persons, timorous 
and averse from dangerous undertakbgs, 
have notwithstanding become bold 
and adventurous in war, by the discipline 
and influence of an exemplary valour I It is 
Plutarch’s obMi'Vation couceming Cessar’s 
soldiers, that they who in service under 
otheiT commanders did not exceed the or- 
dinary rate of courage, nor excel Hieir 
fellows, did yet when he led them become 
irresistibly valiant, being animated and in- 
spired by his unparalleled gallantry:* and 
who is there indeed so inciu^ly heartleK<^, 
.so desperately sluggish or stupid, whom 
the siglit of a va&ant leader marching 
before into the mouth of danger, will not 
infuse Are and vigour into, and instigate 
forward into a participation of brave ad- 
venture? So example doth by a kind of con- 
tagion in^uate courage, or inveigle men 
thereunto ; beside that it is a kind of daring, 
and proclaimeth him a dastard that will not 
imitate it; which imputation the lowc^ 
coarage of man can hardlj digest, and will 
therefore, by doing somewhat anvwerahle, 
stride to dedine itu 

3. Again*: Examples provoke emula- 
tion ; f which is another strong principle of 
activity; moving us earnestly to desire, 
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and thence eagerly to pursue, whatever 
good, privilege, or advantage, we see an- 
other to eiyoy. To observe another of the 
same nature and capacities with ourselves 
to have dmne with an illustrious viHjUe, 
to be oonsoerated to posterity hv a ktstldg 
fame, and to bo crowned with glorious 
rewards above; what ctiier reflections ai 
thought can it produce in us, than such as 
tbeseP^Sball be, a man Hke myself, en- 
dued with the same ihculties, appetites, and 
passions; subject to the same infirmities, 
temptations, needs, cores, and encumbran- 
ces of life; shall he, by noble dispositions 
of soul, and worthy performances, render 
himself highly conRideral)]e; while 1, by 
sordid qualities and unworthy pradices, de- 
base aud render myself despicable? Shall 
be leave belund him monuments of eternal 
praise, while I do nothing worthy of regard 
or memory? Shall he enjoy the favour of 
ilie great u<»d, and tlm comforts of a blessed 
eternity, but 1 be wholly deprived of that 
joyful estate, and plunged into endless sor- 
rows and desperate mhery ? Shall a Joseph 
stoutly resist and overcome the strongest 
temptations, and I l>e easily Ijaflled 1^ the 
least solicitation of vice? Shall a stripling 
David gloriously triumph over giants, while 
1 basely am vanquished by dwar&? Shall 
Job be stripped of all his goods with eon- 
tontedness, and endure the most grievous 
paiiis with patience, wHle 1 am discom- 
posed f<iir any small loss, and dismayed by 
the least cross accident? Shall Amrahm 
here, by his faith and obedience, attain 
to be cdled the friend of God, and rest 
for ever in his glorious and happy bosom, 
while I deservcSiv am refused the honour 
and comfort of tnnt heavenl} communion 
here, aud shall hereafter be out from 
that blissful prcseuce, into the dlmiai man- 
sions of wretched folly and wickeduo^? 
Did Paul, onc<> a stubborn Jew, a blind 
Pharisee, a grievous blasphemer, a bloody 
persecutor, by a seasonable ci nversimi re- 
pair his state, approve himself to God by 
an eminent zeal for his glory, undergo 
restless pains, run desperate hazards, and 
endure all sorts of dbtresbcs, for the pro- 
pagation of God’b heavenly truth, obtain- 
ing thence a nwer-fading crown of glory 
in heaven, and a perpetual renown upon 
earth? aud shall 1 theu, whe £rom my youth 
have been educated in the most true and 
holy religion, who have by solemn engage- 
ments devoted myself thereto, who may 
without any tronble or danger profess and 
practise according to that holy dUctxdine, 
proceedin wicked courses, provoking God’s 
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WrRth, afid attracting his vengeance upoi fn<m af Uke pasnans vdtk “ 

me? No: smoe the capacities are alike was able by his prayers to shut and otkii 
since the means are common, since the re heaven, to procure barrenness and fertility 
wards of piety are promiscuously expose to tlie earth. And the apostle to the H(*- 
and oifered unto all, why should 1, by de- brews chari^b w, to oowtider oneati&Oier^ 
plorable perverseness or negligence, sufTei ir«c^^»0/4«» uyamt^ ttmi xttJuSp sc as 
myself to be deprived of it and its bene to mroooke one another for by mutual emu- 
fits ? Why shall not 1 become as good, at lation to sharpen one anotm^r) to vkarttff 
mnmcndahle, as hsjppy as any other man i and good mi iw. 

These arc the oonoei^ and voices of natur- 4. Examples do work upon modesty, that 

sil emulation, that mighty passion (so often presorvet and gjtmdiun of virtue^ as Cicero 
and by many ciTects it discovereth itself it calls it.f For every good action of another 
be) implanted in Our original constltutio] doth upbraid, reproach, and shame him who 

to l>e as a spur and incentive, stimulating acteth not confomiably thereto. Can we 
and inflaming us unto the ready under, without a trembling heart, and blushing 
taking and vigorous pur<«uit of good pur- forehead, view the practices of the ^uacienr 
poses; the which, perhaps, hath produced saints, ours be altogether unlike them? 
more noble efiects than any other jtassion If they, to please God and secure thcii* sal- 
or inclination of onr soul**; for all manner vation, did undergo such prodigious pains 
of excellency in knowledj^e, in prow cm, ii in assiduous devotions, alistinenccs, watch- 
virtue, how often doth it imuc from this inga, and we contrariwise an* extremely 
source! Doth not the admired fame of men slugcrish, cold, and n^iigent in the per* 
notable for learning (recorded in story, foririance of our onlinary duties; if they 
or subject to present observation), and a willingly renounced all sensual cominaeeii* 
jealousy of lieing surpassed in ac<‘omplish- oics, and wo cither cherish ourselves in a 
ments competent to human nature, sharpen soft delicacy of life, or w allow in a profane 
the appetite, ajid rouse the industry of dissolution of manners; if they, to free 
most sehoiar‘ 1 , whom neither the love of themselves from distra(*ting cares, voluii- 
knowledge nor its apparent usefulness cotild tarily disburdened theniseh es of all need- 
anywise persuade to bear so much toil in less encumbrances, and we are wholly busy 
acquist thertof?* Du not all hisbiries ac- in hea]nng up wealth, and driving on worldly 
quaint us, that the most gallant enterprises interests ; if they gladly embraced and eii- 
and exploits of famous warriors have de- dured the sliarpcsi afili<*tions, and we are 
rived their beginning from an emulation terrified by the thought, are <»verw helmed 
of the glory purclused by their ancestors? by the sense of Ihe least disappointment or 
(wisdom and valour have thus t specially distasteful occurrence ; how can W4 without 
been propagated; one man's signal exceb extreme regret of mind, and confusion of 
Icncy being parent to the like in many face, consiuer their practice, or compare it 
others.) And that this passion may in like with (uu*s ? It is a profligate impudence of 
manner be subservient to the production hmi that can dad) hear and reaa the storicH 
of virtue and piet) , is plain enough from »f their doings, without being deeply sensU 
parity of nation, and from experience; vie, awl ashamed at the diasonaiic e appear.- 
and we have (for further argument there- hg between llieir course of life and Jiis. 
of) the apostle’s practice using it to thxs 5. Example awakens .Umteuriositv', which 
purpose: Sb Paul ^ployed it as an cw» .s natural to us, and of no mean 4 fbc«K*y 
gino for the conversion of his dear coun- upon our artious. For whatever we sci 
trymen; whom, by raising in them a done, wc are aptio be inquibitiveeoneern- 
jealou^y of being outstripped, in God’s fa- ing it ; why and to what purpose' it is done, 
vour and its c fleets, by the Gentiles, he eii- wnat the grounds are, and what the iriuls 
dt avoureth to pi*ovoke to the embracing if the penorinance; cspeoinJly if the mat- 
of the Christian faith: I speak to you Gen- er seem (‘onsiderably imjiortant, and the 
tUes^ saith lie, inartnueh mlumthe apostle action proccedeth ft om a per‘?on desen ing 
of the Gentiles ^ I magui^ my ojffu^e^ aspect; whereof having passed some com- 

fteu «■«/ ^ ify any ^wan^ 1 lotent judgment, wc are hy the same in- 

f»,tyj/rorohe to tmdation tkm which are itinct of cariosity furtljer transported into 
ftiy nehli^ ami mirht sane some of thsm,'^ \ desire of discerning hy our trial and ex- 
And St. Janies in«'tigatcth usunto fervency >erience whether the event correspondeth 
ot proper, b) minding us, that Elm was a I our expectation ; so are we easily indueeii 


* W >00 qinoquo pentuu 

lullcu' btnuo 

* ttom x\ ix M, \ 19 


t OiMrtos osanlum vfrtvtuni, dodocus fuglono, liui- 
lomqno mMxto ci>nM»qui/U)* lencuntUA ivt— Ctt, 
fWl. Rfnt 


Jsatm V 17 * 



345 


mwroH XMIV.] OF BKWO IMtTATOKS OF CHRIST. 


to imitate the actions of others. By Mbieh 
means, as vice or<liiuiri!y is oon^vod and 
propa^^ted (men by a preposterous and 
perverse curiosity oeing inveigled to trj 
what they see others anect or so 

may virtue also bylhe same means bo en« 
gendered and noumlied ; the general uays 
of producing and maintaining those con* 
trary habits Wng alike. As, therefore, it 
is a great blcmiw and reproach to biiman 
nature, that, 

— l^^lien imitBftUts 

TupplbUB et prsvif ouam Juoeml, 

we (as the satirist truly ohservoth of us) 
have a great proclivity to follow mughty 
examples s so there is from lienee some 
amendK, that we have also some iuclmation 
to iiiiitale good and worthy {trecedeuis; 
tlie which is somewhat more strong luid 
^i^ (irons, because count enanciHi aud eii- 
couragul by the approbation of raason, 
our mo^t nobk faculty. 

Examples also do please tlie mind and 
fancy in contemplation of them, thence 
drawing a considerable indnenccujiou prac- 
tice. No kind of studious onterUuninent 
doth so generally delight as history, or the 
tradition of remarkable examples: even 
those who have an abhorrency or indispo- 
sition toward other studies (who liave no 
genius to apprehend the more intricate 
subtleties of science, nor the patience to 
pursue rational consequences), arc ^et of- 
ten much taken with iustoricid narrations: 
liiese, striking them with a delectable sa- 
rktji of aeddonts, with circumstantial de- 
MTiptions, and sensible representations of 
objects, do greatly aifect and dehglit tlieir 
fancies; especially the rilatiou of notable 
adventures and rare accidents is wont to 
be attended tdth great pleasure and satis- 
faction. And such are those which pri*- 
sent Ui UH the lives and examples of holy 
men, abounding with wonders of providence 
and grace: no attempts so gallant, no ex* 
phdts so illustrious, ns those which have 
been achieved by the faith and patience, by 
the prudence and courage, of the ancient 
saints ; they do far surpe^ the most famous 
achievements of pagan heroes. Jt was, 1 
dare say, more wonderful, that Abraham 
wiUi his relinue of household servants 
should vanquish four potent and victorious 
kings; and that Gideon with throe hun- 
dred unarmed men should discomfit a vastly 
numerous host; than that Alexander with 
a well-appointed army of stout and exp^ 
siddiers should overturn the Persian em- 
pire. The siege of Jorieho is so far more 
remaraable than iltoao moat Aimous ones 
of Nmnantla and Saguntum, as it Is mere 


strange that the blast of trumpets and the 
noise of people shouting should demolish 
wails, than the shaking them with rams, 
or diM'liar^ng massy stones against them. 
And he that carefully will compare the 
deeds of Samson and Hercules, shall find, 
that one true exploit performed by the for- 
mer doth much in force and strangeness 
surmount the twelve fabulous labours of 
the other: no triumphs, indeed, are com- 
parable to those of piety ; no ti'ophles arc 
so magnidcont and aurahle, as those wluch 
viotonous faith erocteth : tliat history there- 
fore, which reports the res geslte, the iieta 
and sufferings of most pious men, must 
in reason be esteemed n(»t only the must 
useful, out also llie most pleasant ; \ielding 
the sweetest entoi*tHminent to well-disposed 
minds; wherein we sec virtue expres‘-ed, 
not in bare idea only, huf^ in actual life, 
strength, motion; in all its beauty and 
ornaments: than which no spec^tacle can 
be more stately ; no object more graitdul 
can be (iresented to the discerning eye of 
reason. 

7* We may furthermore consider, that 
God hath provided and recommended to 
us one example, as a perfect standard of 
good practice ; the example of our Lord : 
the wiuch deolareth the use and cihcaoy of 
good example, as one principal instrument 
of piety. That indeed is the most univer- 
sal. absolute, and assured pattern ; yet doth 
It not supersede the use of other exantples: 
not only the valour and conduct of tlie 
general, hut those of infeidor officers, yea, 
the resolution of oommim soldiers, do serve 
to animate their fellows. The stars have 
their seaM>n to guide us, as weU os the sun ; 
espcdaliy when our eyes are so weak, as 
hiwdly to bear the day*. Even, considering 
our inhrmity, inferior examples bv their 
imperfection sometiineA have a jK^euliar ad- 
V antage. Our LordV most iuiiuitablc prac- 
tice did proceed from an immense virtue 
of divine grace, which wc cannot airive to; 
it in itself is so perfect and high, that we 
may not ever reach it ; looking upon it may 
therefore sometimes dazzle and discourage 
our weakness: but other g(>od men had a^* 
sistances in measure, such as we may hope 
to approach unto; they were subject to 
the difficulties which we feel $ they were 
exposed to the perils of fidUng which we 
fear : wc may therefere hope to march on 
In a reasonable distance after them ; we 
may, by help of the same grace, come near 
in transcrihuig their less exact copy. 

To conclude : Since upon so many ac- 
ccuntH we are obliged to ibllow good ex- 
maples; since they are of so greet use 
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toward oiir proceeding in the way to hap« 
piness ; thence they conduce to the clear 
instruction of our understanding, to the 
forcibly inclining our reason, to the vehe- 
ntent excitement of our passions, to the 
delightfully affecting oUi’ imagbation in 
subserviency to good praclico ; let u$ make 
tliat due and proiitabie use of which 
We should may do. Let us,, with 
gent attention perusing the sacred history, 
meditate u;^u the lives of holy men therein 
pi^pounded as patterns of a persevering 
faith iu God, and conscionable obedience 
to his commandments. Let the light of 
their exemplary practice in ail kind of piety 
and virtue continually shine upon our souls, 
to <lirect ow minds, to inflame our aflcc- 
tions, to quicken our resolutions, to detect 
the errors and correct the faults of our 
lives, that we, imitating their virtuous and 
pious conversation, mav partake of those 
comfortable rewards, of that joy and hlibs 
whereof they rest pawessed. The which 
God Almighty, and our blessed Saviour, 
the author and finisher of our faith, by 
his gracious aid and Mt^ssiiig grant unto 
us ; to whom be all glory and praise for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


SERMON XXXV. 

amSlNQ IM CUBIST TO BB DEnOMSTRATSD 
BY W ALBINO AS CBBIST DIO. 

1 John ii. 6. — He that $a%th he dbideth in 
him. ought himeelfaUo so to walk as he 
waded. 

To <dn^ in Christy to be in Christy to put 
m Chfi^ i and reciprocally Chrisfs being 
in itf, iwingj dtocUing^ hiAng firmed inuss^ 
and the like expressions occurring in holy 
Scripture, do not denote any physical in* 
herence, or essential coiyunction between 
(Wat and us (such as those who aifect 
unintoUigible mysteries, rather than plain 
sense, would conceit), but only that mutual 
relation accruing from our profession of 
being Cludst's d&iples, our Iwing inserted 
into his body the church, being governed 
by his laws, partaking of his grace, with 
all the^ privifcj^cs of the gospel, relying 
u^Kin ^ promises, and hoping for etemm 
salvation from him. By virtue of which 
relation, we may be said, in a mystical or 
moral manner, to be united to him, de- 
riving strength and sustenance from him, 
as the members from tbe head, tl^ bran* 
cHm from the tree, the other parts of the 
building from the foundation ; by which 
Mmintudef. this mysterious union is usually 
• Rem. Tin. lo ; t.«i. u. ao, Kph. U{. 17 i OaI, it. i». 


I expressed in scripture ; in effect, briefly, 
to be in, or to abide in Christ, inmlieth 
no more hut our being truly in fitith and 
practice Christiains; so that the meaning 
of St. John’s words seemeth plainly and 
simp]) to be this: Whoever pretends to be 
a Christian (that is, to believe the doctrine 
and embrace the discipline of Christ) ought 
to walk (that is, is obliged to order the 
whole course of his life and actions) as 
Christ walked (that is, as Christ did live 
and converse in the world :) or, it is the 
duty of every one professing Christia- 
nity, to conform his life to the pattern of 
Christ’s life, to follow his example, to imi- 
tate bis practice. This is the import i>f 
the words, this the suliject of our present 
discourse* 

I. For illustration and confirmation of 
which point, we may observe, that the lioly^ 
apostles do upon all occasions assume this 
supposition, when they would perhuade 
their disciples to tbe practice of any \irtue, 
OP peribrmance of any duty; enforcing 
their exhortations, by representing tlie 
practice of <!7hrist as an unquestionable 

f round of obligation, and an effectual in- 
urement thereto. Hence they incite t horn 
to holiness : But (soith St. Peter) os he that 
hath called you i$ $0 be ye holy in all 
ntamier of convertatkru:'^ to charity; Amt 
walk in love (saiih St. Paul), as Christ also 
hmd Hs:^ to patience; Because Csailh St. 
Peter) Christ also suffered for vs, leaving 
vs an example, that m should follow hU 
sfeps.^ And, I^et HS (sahh the* apostle to 
tiw Hebrews) run with patience the rai'c 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith ; who for 
the Joy that was set before him endured the 
cross to humility: Zef (saith St. Paul) 
the same mind be iu you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in tlu* form of 
God, thought it not robbery fo he egual 
God: but made Himself of 7*0 reputa^ 
tion to charitable compliance, aud iuoffen- 
sivp demeanour toward others, intimated 

S St. Paul, when he says, jEom as I please 
I men in all things, not seeking my own 
profit, hut the profit of many, that they 
might he saved: Be ye followers of me, as 
lam of Christ and again, Let every one 
please his neighbour for his good to eaifim>^ 
Hon; for even Christ pleased not himself. 
Thus do the apostles take all ocrarion, 
from the like |iractice of Christ, to per- 
suade to the performaatce of duty; and the 
strength of their argument licth ujion the 

b 1 Pat. i. 15. • Ejih. V. 2. •! 1 Pet. i| 21. 
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evidence cf Hiie an^sition, that all pro* . 
feeing tiipmselves Unristmns are especially 
obliged to imitate Qirist’a examde. Aoa 
their authority may be backed and anforced 
by beveral reaBoos. 

IL Doing so hath a rca»onal»lenees axul 
decency mounded upon our relations to 
<;brisSt: u is St and comely that the mash 
ners of the disciple should be regulated 
by those of hi6 master ; that tbc servant 
should not, in his garb and demeanour, 
dissent or vary from his lord; that the 
subject should confora his humour to the 
fashion of his prince; especially that we 
should thus eofnply and conform to such a 
Master, such a Lord, such a Prince, whom 
(noon highest ermsiderations) by a most 
voluntary choice, and in a inost solemn 
manner, we have alHolutely devoted our- 
selves unto: tlus reason our Lord dotii 
himtoclf urge : Ye (saith he to his disciples) 
tall me 31asier^ and imd; and ye eay mll^ 
ffir ea I am: if I tken^ your Lord otuI 
3IaHer^ hive washed your feet^ ye also 
oiifrkt to wash me ane^her^s feeO 

ill. bVkUowing Christ's example Ls re- 
quisite to demonstrate the sinomty of our 
futth, lo\o, and reference to him. It is 
the most natural way of testifying affec- 
tion and respect, to imitate the manners of 
those piTSoas who are the objects of those 
acts and dispositums^ to CKteem what they 
ni>pro\e, to delight in what they afft ct, and 
consequent 1} { since actions dopro<x*ed from 
affi. ctioTis) to do as they do. Contrary ac- 
tions are plain arguments of contrary judg- 
iniMits, inclinations, and affections. Who 
can imagine we suicerely believe in Cbmt, 
or hiMTtih love him, or truly honour him, 
that steth us to loathe what lie liked, or 
affect what he deu sted ; to conteiim what 
he prized, or value what he clespiMid; to 
nt gleet what lie pursued, or embrace what 
he avoided? Imt if oiir lives resemble his, 
any man w ill thence collect our respect and 
affeetionto lain : this argument our Saviour 
doth also intimate: By this (saith he) shall 
all fnm kmyie ye are »*j disui>ks^ \f ye love 
one (tuotherO thai is. it will he an evident 
Mgn and Mronu* arguuieiit, that je really 
do believe in, love, and hom'ur me, if vc 
imilute me in inv cbaiity. 

IV. liy prt*tiii.l!ug to be Cliristiiins wc 
Acknowiedgi* the trai^rendent goodnefe^, 
woi th, and t»xeelkTU) of our Saviour ; that 
he was iiu'onqMirahJy better and wiser than 
any person ever was, or could be; that he 
always neltd wdth tlie liighest reason, out 
of the most excillent disj»ofaition of mind, 
in ordtT to the best purposes; andtlmthis 

• Joint xol 13, 14 MU 


practice, therefore, reasonably ehould be 
the rule and pattern of ours: for the best 
and exactest m every kind is the measure 
of the rest. All that would obtain exqui- 
site skiU in any art or faculty, think best 
to iimtate the w^orks of the best masters 
t^ierein : a painter, to draw after the pieces 
of Zeuxis or Apelles, of Kapbaol or Ti- 
; an orator, to speak in the style of 
Cicero or Demosthenes ; a soldier, to 
emulate the military achievements of Han- 
nibal or Osssar: in like manner, reason re- 
miireth, if we would live well and happily, 
that we should endeavour to conform our 
practice to that of our Saviour, the most 
perfect mirror of all virtue and goodness. 

V. The practice of <mr Saviour di<! 

throughly agree with his doctrine and law ; 
he requireth nothing of us which he did 
not eminently perfom himsedf. He /«/- 
jSlled in deed, as well as taught in word, 
aU Tighte&usnm^ He was not xgnava opera^ 
pkilosophkasenterUia ; like those masters of 
philosophy, so frequently taxed and de- 
rided by the satirists ;• who, by a horrid 
garb, supercilious looks, and loud decla- 
mations, would 8<vm to diseountenaiicc 
those vices which them<«elvcs practised ; nor 
like those hypocritical lawyers in the gos- 
pel, who laded other men with heavy bur* 
dens, such as themselves would not touch 
wUk me of their fingers no ; he imposed 

nothing on us wmeb he did not ftrst bear 
upon his own shoulders: the strictness of 
hiv life did in ail respects correspond with 
the severity of his precepts, or rather did 
mrleed much exceed them. They, there- 
fore, who pretend to Ixdlevc his doctrine, 
and avow themselves bound to observe his 
law , ai*e cimsequently engaged to follow his 
practice, in which his doctrme and law are 
bignally exemplified. 

VI. It bi*ing the design of divine good- 
ness, in simding our Saviuur, to render us 
go<Ki and ha]q»y, to deliver us from sin and 
misery, to insU uct us in tiie knowledge and 
excite Ub to the practuo of all virtue, and 
thereby to qualify us for the enjoyment of 
a blessed imniortoJit} ; eftecting all this in 
A wa} agreeable to our natural condition 
and capui'ity ; there (‘ould nut be devised 
anv uu»re powerfid meaiui. or more oonve* 
uicut method, of acioinpLubing those tx- 
ccUent piirposCH, tliau j rupoimding such 
an example, and obliging us to comply 
therewith ; the which may appear, 1. My 
iouhidenng in general the advanta^ and 
efficacy that good example is apt to have 
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upon priiotke j 1^. By weighing tb^ peculiar 
ejccelleney of ottr Siviour’a example above 
all othera, in order to those ends; and $. 
By surveying the particular instances cf 
imitable goodness represented in the life 
of our Saviour. 

1 . Good example is naturally an effectual 
instrument of ^od practice; for that it 
doth meet compendiously, pleasantly, and 
easily instruct; representing things to be 
done at one view, in a full body, clothed 
with all their modes and circumstances; it 
recommends them to us by the most plain 
and plausible way of reasoning (and \vlthal 
the most sure and safe), the authority of 
uise ana good mon; it encourageth, by 
evidently declaring tho practicableness of 
rules prescribed ; it kindleth and rouseth 
men's courage, by a kind of contagion, as 
one dame doth kindle another; it raiseth a 
worth}’ emulation of doing laudable things, 
which we see done ; or of obtaining a share 
in the commendations and re words of virtue. 
It iirgeth modesty, breeding shame and 
regret in them who act contrarily thereto ; 
it aw^akeneth curiosity, thereby producing 
a desire to make trial of what it proposeth ; 
it affecteth and pleaseth the fancy, thereby 
insinuating an approbation, admiration, 
and liking of the good things which it re- 
presented : briefly, it excitelh and engageth 
all our passions, setting on work alT those 
pow’erful springs of activity ; it consequent* 
iy is, in its own nature, an efficacious mean 

good practice. This we may in general 
say of all good example; but, 

2. M6re especially tlic example of Christ 
doth, in efficacy and influence upon good 
practice, S'xrpass all others ; ui)on seieral 
accounts. 

First, In that it is a sure and infallible 
rule, an entire and perfect rule of practice ; 
deddent in no part, swerving in no circ‘um* 
stance from truth and right, Which privi- 
leges are competent to no other example. 
Tite practice of the best men is not always 
to be imitated, nor ever absolutely as a eer- 
tiun ground of action ; it is to be (so far as 
we have ability) oon&idei*ed, examined, and 
compared to more certain rules (the di- 
vine laws and the principles of right rea- 
son), according to their agreement with 
which they are to be fbllowed: they are, 
indeed (before trial of the case), probable 
arguments of what is done by them being 
good and lawful ; tliey do outweigh slender 
aud obscure reasonings about the goodness 
of things; they may, when opportunity, 
leisure, m abuHy of further inquiry and 
judgment aU^it things, are wauling, sme 
to direct ns; .but they arc not thoroughly 


sure rules, or perfect measuros of our duty. 
We should beware lest we be seduced even 
by holy persons; and, ^erefore, with cir- 
cumspection and caution should peruse 
their story, and contemplate their demea- 
nour; whereof those wmch are explicitly 
commended, or allowed by the ffivine judg- 
ment, we may, being assured that we are 
iti the same circuxsiatances, safely follow , 
(taking them for monitories, enoourage- 
ments, and excitements to our duty;) but 
those that are directly condemned by the 
same sentence, or apparently devious from 
God's law, we as carefully should avoid; 
buch as ai‘e of a doubtful and unaccount- 
able nahire, we ai*e to suspend aliout, and 
not +0 ground upon;^ nor to argue from 
the f«ict to the rightfulness of them ; the 
safest w’ay being always (as we are able; t<» 
have recourse to the simple, plain, and j^r- 
i»]>icuou3 precepts of Gera, and dictatoh of 
reason. For the beat men have lieen al- 
ways subject to errors and infirmities : the 
fountain of original corruption in them was 
never so dried up, or closely stopped, bat 
that some impure streams have bubbled 
forth; the fire of natural concupiscence 
was never so utterly quenched, but that 
sometimes it would blaxe, or smoke out in 
bad actions ; that intestine enemy, the fl<‘sh, 
waiS uever thorougldy subdued, nor the body 
of sin quite slain and mortified, in an^ 
other mortal man. Good men have over 
had some foul spots, or deforming wrinkles, 
appearing in the l^auteous fac*e of thoii* 
conversation ; they have had their inequor 
litics and indispositions of humour, their 
ebbs of devotion, their fits of sloth, their 
wanton freaks, their slips often, and some- 
timeh their falls; they have been subject to 
be deluded by mistake, tfi be surprised l>y 
inadvertency, to be transported by passion, 
to be 8wa)ed by temper, to be biassed by 
interest, to be allured by temptation into 
ffise and unwarrantable proceedings ; they 
might sometimes fail in the substance, of^ 
tener in the degree, in the manner, in the 
circumstances of action ; we find them often 
complaining of their proneneas to do amiss, 
bemoaning the wretched^ frailty of their 
state ; yea, often repenting, and bitterly 
motirning for their actual transgressions: 
there hardly is any saint recorded in scrip- 
ture, without some blemish in bis actions; 
whi<^ shows our weakness, and ongageth 
US to be wary. They were, indeed, en- 
dtTwedwIth sufficient competcnciesof divine 
light, and graces suitable to their private 

* It was in laid of Senaoa * Catnni (Parietal oldeota 
aat, etfiicUltM aQlotat, quuKiuiA otoaoerK lu»e onnunit 
boaeiliiia, eoam twrpora Catontiu. 
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needs, or to the public exigencies of their 
times, places, occasions, atidaffiiirs; but 
not with the perfection and extreme de- 
grees thereof, requisite to ijreserve them 
from all miscarriage $ so that we are not 
always, or in all eases, to conform our ac- 
tions to their examples: we must not learn 
to equivocate of A&abam ; nor to droom- 
vent of Jacob ; nor to be choleric of Moses 
(so as in o\sr excess of passion to break the 
tables of the divine law;) nor of Eli to be 
fr^mlly affectionate or indulgent to our re- 
lations; nor of David to utter nnclioritahle 
imprecations ; nor to dissemble of St« Fe- 
tor; nor of St. Paul to revile magistrates. 
The use we aro to make of many practices 
of most eminently pious mou ii>, not to be 
misguided by them into wrong paths ; not 
by them to authorise or excuse our pre- 
siunptuons misdeed*;; but to make us to 
admire and to rely upfm the dhiue mercy, 
which bo graciously did o\erlrM)k and par- 
don their offcmccs; to provoke us to an 
imiuiiion of their repentance; to render us 
natciiful in shunning tlxaie rock-^, upmi 
a hie): persons so skilful in the conduct of 
iheir lives haM* ik^thed; to eng'i^c us to 
humility, bv considering so manifest ar- 
gunii-nts of our frailty, and our being 
obnoxious to greater and more froqueut 
mlHcarriages. 

But as to our Sa\iour*s example, the 
case is quite different ; for though he iBd 
niiraolesi an Gotl be commanded as Christ ; 
he did many heroical things in discharge 
of hw office, &c. in which things we cannot, 
or may not, imitate him : yet, whatever in 
his life was, in its <»un nature, imitahle by 
us, w Inch did not exceed our natund i>ow ers, 
nor disagree witli our condition and quality: 
whatever he as man, in a private capacity , 
as subject to tlu ditine law, with reprd 
tliereto, performed, we may, with all free- 
dom, coimd<*nee, and security, imitate. Nor 
can so doing incur any danger of error or 
guilt; for wc cannot, witlumt great folly 
and impiety, suspect any fault or imperfec- 
tion in his most pure, righteous, ana inno- 
cent life : he was mdejiledy 

tmd separated from sinners; he was a iamb 
mthoat hlmiih andvMhout sjtats he was in 
afl points tempted as m me^ yet withtut 
sin. He (Hd no sin^ nor was any grtde found 
in his mouth, Goil gave hint of his Spirit 
not hy measure,^ These ore tho voices and 
elegies of the sacred oracles concerning 
him. The hc'aveijly extraction even of lus 
humanity deriv<»d no original contagion 
from our pollutc^d stock, and rendered nim 

1 im, vU. % i I rot. l VJ } Bub. iv. 15 ; 1 ret. u. 
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free from the common incentives of evil 
eoneuptscence. The inseparable presence 
of the Divinity with him (for God was with 
Aim,® as St. Peter expressed it), and the 
unresfrMned effusion of the Holy Spirtt 
upon him, did preserve him from ali de- 
fllemeuts of infectious conversation iu this 
world ; a clear evidence of divine light, 
dways shining in his soul, directed nim 
in&lubly in the paths of truth and rigfat- 
coustiess : no tempest of cross aoci£nts 
without, nor any estuations of internal pas- 
inon, could diso^l^ose the steady calm and 
serenity of his nund; no allurement of 
worldly pleasure, nor temptation of profit, 
could pervert his {X'actice, or seduce his 
heart; being infian^ed with must iuleuse 
love of God, ami entire charity to meu : 
so tliat his e%axn;)le mu.st needs be a per- 
fi*fi rule and sure direction to us. Which 
consideratkm cannot but yield great en- 
couragement and comfort tn following him; 
freeing us from all anxious doubt and bus- 
piciou of mistake in our spiritual progress; 
like the presence of a sure guide to tho 
hcwildei*ed traveller ; likt* the appearance 
of a star to the w*eathcr-boatcn inariucr ; 
like that miraculous pillar of fire, w Inch 
safely <M>uducted tiic wandering Israelites 
through the unknown aud unfrequented 
passages of a wild desert. But further. 
Secondly, The pev‘uUar exccUency of our 
liOrd'b example appears, in that be was, by 
the divine Providence, to this very purpow^ 
designed, and sent inti> the world, as well 
by bis practice as b\ bis doctrine, to be the 
gitide and master o^ holy life aud obedience 
to all men ; and did accordingly propound 
to himself thib cud of bin actions, tnat ho 
might be imitated by his disciples. So he 
declareth himself as to some considerable 
passages of his life ; and thence, by rcobon- 
able inference, w e may s.upp<K^e Um bame 
of tho rest, so far as they might be con- 
ducible to the same end; es;>eoially bince, 
of some |>erfornianocs, no other, or no so 
probable, acHrount can be given, as thtat 
^ey were done for exemplanfy: for why 
should he fa&t, wbo had no bins to be re- 
pented of, no rebellious tiesh to he tamed, 
no intemperate desires to bo mortified* iio 
coldness t»f devotion to be eitlivcnod tbeiv- 
by?* Aud why did be otler himself to bo 
baptixed, who had no original stain to be 
cleanficd of, no fault to be forgiven, no w ant 
of special grace to be eonfrrred? Why, 
but, by hib exemplary fulnlUng nil righto- 
ousneSB, to teach us ready obedience to all 

Ai% Mtu mmt •&« «5f». Tuvr^c 
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divine in&tltutienbf and peaceable emnpll- 
anOQ ivith all Umdabte ettstoma? So an 
ancient writer wisely desoantetb upon those 
praeticses of our Saviour: Se was (saith 
that w riter) haptized^ and fasted^ noi h- 
came he had need of any cleansina or fmU 
in,^^ who in nature was pure and hofy; hut 
that he might attest to the truth of St John^ 
and might exhibit a pattern to What 
induced liirn to condescend to such a mis* 
beseeming emj^o^ent^ to appearance, as 
the washing of his disciples* feet, he doth 
himself tell us : ijf / then (saith he) yow' 
Lord and Master^ Aare walked your feet 
ye ought also to wash one another's feet ifmr 
I nave gtoen you an ejtample^ that ye should 
do ns I have done unto you. Tins was his 
professed scope and drift, in that admirable 
deportment of his, to t(*ath us humility, 
charity, and condesr onbi(m toward the 
meanest of our bretlirtm. What did those 
exuberant instances of charity, prac*tist*d 
by him, import ? Thi«i csjiocially, that we 
should imitate them : hither he drives them: 
This (^saitb he) is my coimnandinent^ that 
ye love one another^ as 1 have loved youP 
Why M as he m his disposition so meek and 
gentle, in Ins conversation so humble aud 
lowl> ? I'o this imrpose, that we might of 
him learn tliose ex( client qualities : Leam 
of me (saith h ) for I am meek and bmiy 
in heart. And St. Peter saith, That Christ 
suffered for leaving us an example^ that 
we should fdhw his steps signi^ing that 
he designed his patience to be exemplary to 
us. If, then, our SaAiour, in his humility, 
his charity, his meekness, his patience, 
intended his Jifo to be exemplary, and ex- 
pressly pr.t>pounded it as such ; then cer- 
tainly in his devotion, his silf-denial, his 
justice, in all other virtues, he had the 
same intention: and wliat he intended, 
God designed to be ; and what God de- 
signed to he, was doubtless eminently con- 
ducible to the end designed; and therefore 
our Saviour’s life was most exemplary. 
Other saints, indeed, were of very exem- 
plary c^onversation ; but citlier proved to 
be so according to ordinary course of Pro- 
vidcnce, without any peculiar designation 
thereto (tlieir free choice conspiring with 
God’s ^acc in producing good works 
shining hcfhre men), or at most by a re- 
strained determination to some particular 
time, place, or people ; as Moses was chosen 
aud appointed to conduct the Israelites; 
Datul nm taken from the skeepfold^ and 

* *] Ptevt.tih} »«f t¥ytmunv »vx if 
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following the ewes great noithyoung^ to feed 
Jacfjb Qods pecplef and Israel his inhe^ 
riianoe ; ^ Jeremy was sanctified from his 
birth, and ordained to be a prophet of the 
nations in las times; and St. Paul was se- 
|karated from the womb to be a preacher 
of the Christian faith : these, and such 
l&e eminent persons, Almighty God, in 
his goodness, was pleased to raise up, to 
be, in their ^ncrations, as it were, partial 
and temporary saviours, as by declaring 
his will, and revealmg his truth to men, 
so by guiiling them with a remarkable ex- 
ample : these bvrmag and shining iamps^ 
(as St. John the Baptist b called) were 
indeed like lamps set up in some particular 
families, with a coiupctont lustre, to dispel 
the present darkness, shining within their 
definite sphere, and for a determinate time : 
but our Saviour, like the sun, fixed in a 
higher orb, was ordaine<l with a perpetual 
aud unconfined splendour to illuminate the 
universe, to cause a general and everlasting 
day of healthful and comfortable knowledge 
over the face of the whole earth. He was 
that true lights which eidigktendth every man 
teaming into the world; He um prepared 
before the face of aUpeoph^ to he a light to 
lighten the nations:^ (not Israel only, but 
the natum indefinitely, or all nations.) He 
was ordained, not commander of a single 
regiment or party, but captain-general of 
all mankind, to conduct all those who were 
disposed to follow him, by a victorious obe- 
dience, into that triumphant estate of ever- 
lasting joy and happiness.* 11b example 
doth belong unto us all, without exception, 
by divine ordination ; for we^ all of us, were 
(to use St. Paul’s expression) prt^destinated 
to be conformed to the mage of Gods Son : 
that he might he the firstborn among many 
brethren,^ Bo it wan, and so i1 became the 
infinite goodness and philanthropy of God, 
to bestow upon mankind one perfectly good 
example, inviting to all virtue, and so fit to 
^countervail al^ those many bad ones where- 
with we conviTse, enticing to vice ; to set 
forth, among so many imperfect ones, one 
accomplished piece of his heavenly work- 
manship, aide to attract the eyes and ra\ ish 
the hearts of nil men with admiration of iu 
excellent worth and beauty;" to offer tu 
our view some discernible representatiou of 
hb invisible perfectloQti; that so we might 
better be induced and inured to apyirchend, 
love, reverence, and imitate hiiubelf, b\ 
contemplation of that most exquisite* image 

eAetevU 85: i»Ma.pvi.SS, Irvtili. 70.71 . Jer l.s 
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of him; to give an evident proof that the 
highebt virtue is not unpraoticable, that 
human nature, by aid and guidance of the 
divine Spirit, may arrive to the sublimest 
pitch of perfection in goodness; in fine, to 
expose such a cominoii, sweet, and lovely 
pattern, as we with assurauco, joy, and 
comfoi*t may follow. 

Thirdly, Our Saviour’s example is esp^ 
eially influential upou practice, in that it 
was,' by an admirable temperament, nwiro 
aceommpdatedfor imitation than any others 
have been ; that the perfect copy of his most 
holy life sefons more easy to be transcribed, 
thaii the ruder draughts of other holy men; 
for though it were written with an incom- 
j»arable fairness, delicacy and evenness; 
not slurred witli any fom blot, not any- 
where declining from exact straightness ; 
}et were the Jineainents thereof cxceed- 
'ingly plain and simple; not by any gaudy 
flourishes, or impertinent intrigues, ren- 
dered difficult to studious imitation; so 
that oven w omen and children, the weshest 
and meanest sort of people, as well as the 
jnost wihc and ingenious, might easily per- 
eei\ e its design, dud with good success w^rite 
after it. His was a gentle and steady light, 
bright indeed, but not dozaling tlie eye; 
warm, but not scorching the face of the 
most intent beholder; no affected singu- 
larities, no sup<*rcilions inorositics, no fri- 
volous ostentutioxib of seemingly high, but 
really fruitless performances ; notiiliig that 
might deter a timorous, dibcoitrago a weak, 
or offend a scrupulous disciple, U obbci*v- 
able in his practice ; but, on the contrar}', 
bib e<»nversation full of lowlluesb and 
cundi^oension, of meekness and sweetness, 
of opeuucbs and candid simplicity; apt to 
incite and allure all men to approach to- 
ward it, and with satisfaction to enjoy it. 
He did not seclude himself into the con- 
stant retiroments of a cloister, nor into the 
furtluT reemes of a wilderness (as some 
others liavo done;, but conversed freely and 
indifferently with all sorts of men, oven the 
most contemptible and odious sort of men, 
pMuKm and mmers; like the sun, wdth 
an impartial bounty lii»eraliy impartii]^ his 
plcusant light and comfortable warmth to 
all. He ubed no uncouth austerities in habit 
or diet; but complied, hi his ^erb. with 
ordinary usage, and sustained his life with 
such food as casiud opportunity did oS^r ; 
so that his indifiereney in that kind yielded 
matter of obloquy against him from the 
fond admirers of a humorous preciseness. 
His devotions (tbougli exceedingly apright- 
ful and fervent) were not umudly extended 
t(» a tedious and exhausting dui^ancc, nor 
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strained into ecstatical transports, charming 
tho natnral senses, and overpowering the 
reason; but calm, steady, and regular^ such 
as persons of iionest intention and hearty 
desire (though not endued with high ftney, 
or stirring passion^ might readily imitate. 
Ills zeal was not violent or impetuous, ex- 
cept upon very gi*oat reason, and extraor- 
dinary occasion, when the honour of Ood, 
or good of men, was much concerned. He 
was not rigorous in the observance of tra- 
ditional rites and customs (such as were 
needlesRly burdenbome, or which contained 
in them more of formal show than of real 
yet behaved himself orderly and 
peo^abiy, giving due respect to the least 
institution of God, and complying with the 
innocent customs of men; thereby point- 
ing out unto us the middle way between 
peevish superstition and boisterous faction; 
which, as always the most honest, so com- 
monly is tho most safe and pleasant way to 
walk in. Ho delighted not to dl^oourse of 
sublime mysteries (although his deep wis- 
dom comprehended all), nor c>f subtile 
speculations and intricate questions, such 
as might amuse and perplex, rather than 
instruct and profit his aumtors ; but usuidly 
did feed his auditors witli the mobt common 
and usefiil truths, and that in the most 
familiar and intelligihle language ; not dis- 
daining the use of vulgar savings and tri- 
shU proverbs, when they Lest served to 
insimuite hib wholesome meaning into their 
minds. His whole life was spent in exercise 
of the most easy and pleasant, yet most 
necessary and substantial, duties; obedi- 
ence to God, charity, meekness, humility, 
patience, and the like; the which, that ho 
might prnetibc with the greatest lalitude, 
and with most advantage for general imi- 
tation, he did not adifici lihnself to any 
particular way of life, but disentangled 
hiin&clf from all worldly care and business ; 
choosing to appear in the mostfiTc, though 
very mean condition ; that he might indif- 
ferently instruct, by his example, persons 
of ail oallings, degr<*c8, anil ca})acitieb ; es- 
|H>ciidly tlie most, that is, the poor ; and 
might nave opportunity, in the fax^e of the 
world, to practise the most difficult of ne- 
cessary duties; lowliness, contentedness, 
abstinence from pleasure, contempt of the 
world, sufteranco of injuries and reproarims- 
Thus suited and tempered by divine wis<* 
dom was tho life of our blessed Saviour, 
that aU sorts of men might be in an equal 
edacity to follow him, that none might Iw 
ofiended, i^righted, or disuouragea ; but 
that all might be pleased, delighted, en- 
amoored, with tho homely maj^^ty aud^ 
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tain beauiy thereof. And in effect so it 
appened, that ordinary people (the veak^ 
est, but idnoerest and uiiprejiudieed sort of 
men) were greatly taken with, moert ad- 
mired and applauded his deportment ; many 
of them readily emhracii^ Ins doctrine, 
and devoting themselves to his dssoipline^ 
while onl;f the proud, envious, covetous, 
and ambitious scribes and lawyers rejected 
his excellent doctrine, scorned the heavenly 
simplicily and holy integrity of his life. 

Fourtlily, The transoenj^nt exeeHency 
of our Lord's example s^pcareth, in that 
it is attended with tne gmtest obligations 
(of gratitude and ingenuity, of justice, of 
interest, of duty), mightily engaging us 
to follow it. For it is not the example of 
an ordinary or inconsiderable person, of a 
stranger, of one indifferent or unrelated to 
us ; but of a glorious prince, of heavenly 
extraction (the first-born Son of the Aj- 
inighty God, sole heir of eternal Mayosty ;) 
of our Lord and Master, to whom v o are 
for ever bound by indispensable bands of 
duty and obe<licn(*e ; of our great Caji- 
tdJn, who hath undertaken to subdue our 
enemies, and hath obliged us to follow his 
conduct, in a lioly warfare against them, 
by most solemn sacraments and vou s ; of 
our best Friend, from whom we have re- 
ceived the greatest fiivours and benefits 
imaginable ; of our most gracious Sasiour, 
who, for our sake, hath voluntarily sns- 
taiuod most bitter pjuns and shameful con- 
tumelies; having sacrificed his dearest 
heart-blood to redeom us from intolerable 
slaveries, and from cxtroinities of horrible 
misery; of him, to whom, In all respects, 
we do owe the highest respect, love, and 
observance, that can be Now it is the na- 
ture and property both of respect and lose 
(such as upon so many groundb we owe to 
liim) to beget, in the person respecting and 
lovirg, an endea^(>nl•, answerable to the 
degrees of those dispositions, of conforming 
to, and resembling, the i|ualities and man- 
ners of tin* person resix'ctcd or beloved. 
We see how readily children do comply 
with the customs of their parents and tu- 
tors ; servants of tlicir masters and patrons ; 
subjects of their princes and governors, | 
with a studious earnestness composing { 
themselves to express in Iheir carriage, not | 
only their good or their indifferent fashions * 
and maimers, but even their most palpable 
deformities and vices; insomuch, that a j 
whole family, a city, a nation, may be | 
' debauched irom its sobriety, or reformed | 
•ffroin its dis**uluteness, even instantly, by 
the example of one person, who, by his 
place, power, and authority, challengcth 


extraerdinary reverence from men: and 
much greater influence liath hearty love to 
transform our manners into an agreement 
with the manners of him we love: What a 
man loves^ that he imtateth so much as lies 
in his power ^ saith Hierocles truly. For 
love being founded on a good esteem, and 
a benevolent inclination thence resulting, 
engagetb the affectionate person to admire 
the qualities of him he affectetli, to observe 
his deportments, to make the most advan- 
tageous construction of what he doeth ; to 
fancy he doeth all things with best reason 
and discretion ; to deem, therefore, that 
all his actions deserve and require imita- 
tioii ; hence doth love either find, or soon 
produce, a competent similitude in the 
parties (a similitude of mind, of will, of 
inclination, and affection, an emem vvlh* ct 
nolle:) it doth forcibly attract, as to a vici- 
nity of place and converse, so to an jigrec- 
ment of affections an<l at^tion^i ; it uniteth 
the most distant, it reconciledi the most 
opposite, it turneth the most discordant 
natures into a consent and hanno ly 
of di‘‘ position and demeanour* We, then, 
liaving the greatest reason both to honoiu* 
and lo\e our Saviour, surely his example 
being duly studied and considered by u*-, 
must needs obtain abuperlati\e influence 
upon our practice, and be very powerful 
to conform and assimilate it to his. 

Those <»onsidcrations may suffice to show 
the peculiar exr<*llency of om* Saviour's 
example in virtue, and efficacy upon our 
raotiee; Uic same more alnmdantly might 
0 deduced from a survey of the most con- 
siderable particulars, in which wc may and 
ought to imitate him. But the time will 
not suffer us to laimch foitli into so vast a 
sea of discourse. I shall only, therefore, 
from the premises, exhort, that if any oai*- 
nest desire of happiness, any high esteem 
of virtue, any true affection to genuine 
sanctity, do lodge in our breasts, we should 
apply &is most ex< client means of attain- 
ing them ; the study and eudta^our of imi- 
tating the lif( of our Lord. If we have 
in any truth and sincerity, and do not 
vainly prevaricate in our profession of being 
Christ's disciples, and votaries of that most 
holy institution, let us manifest it by a real 
conformity to the practice of him who is 
our Master, and Author of our faith. If 
we have in us any wisdom, or sobw consi- 
deration of tilings, let us employ it in fob 
lowing the st^s of that infallible Guide, 
desipied by maven to lead us in the 
sfraighl, even, and pleasant ways of righte- 
ousness, unto the possession of everlasting 
* O itytLin, Tijf xftl fMfJAitm Men §[»» ri.— Uior. 
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blifcs. If w<‘ Aq verily like and approve the ' 
practice of Christ, and are affected with 
the innocent, bweet, and lovely comeHnedd 
thereof, let us declare such our mind >>y a 
bcdoluus care to resemble it. It we bear 
aiij honour and reverence, any love wd 
affection to (lirist; if we are at all sensible 
of our relations, our manifold obligations, 
our duties to our great Lord, our best 
Friend, our most gracious Redeemer ; let 
us testify it by a zealous cai*e to become 
]ik(‘ Ir) him: let a lively image of his most 
righteous and iimocent, most holy and 
pious, most pure and spotless life, be ever 
present to our fancies ; so as to inform 
our judgn)ents, to excite oiu* affections, to 
4j[uickeii our endeavours, to regulate our 
pui’poscs, to correct our mistakes, to direta, 
amend, and sanctify our whole lives. Let 
IIS, with incessant diligence of study, me. 
dilate upon the best of histories, wherein 
the tenor of his divine prac'tioe is repre*- 
aonted to us ; revolving frequently in our 
tlioughts all the most considerable passf^s 
thereof, entertaining them with devout jjas- 
hions, im})rossmg them on our memories, 
and striviiig to express them in our con- 
versations: let us endeavour rontinually 
to walk in the steps of our Lord, and to 
follm) lifte L(mh u^hthersoem he goeth; 
which that wo may l)e able 1o do, do thou, 
O blestfsed Rodeemtr, draw \i»; draw us by 
the cords of thj lo\e; draw us by the «!ense 
of thy goodin'ss; draw us hj the incom- 
parable worth an»i excollcn**) of th} pfrson; 
draw us by the unspotted purity and beauty 
of thy example ; draw us by the merit of 
fhj jjrecions death, and by the power of 
thy hoU Spii li ; Draw i/a, good Lord, and 
7ve ihntl run after thee. Amen. 

Untight^ iHod^ 7rho hast given thine mly 
Sun to be vnto uh both a hautfee fui 
and tiUo an en\aiuplc of godly hfe, give m 
grace^ that tve mail aUvutys most thanlfally 
reefioe that his inestinudde benefit; mtdaho 
daily endeavour ourselves to folbav the bless^ 
ed steps of his most holy li/t^ through the 
Jesus Chiht our Lotd^ Amen. 


SERMON XXXVT. 

OF SUnsIlSblON TO THL OiVlM. WlLl.. 

Lckx xxii. 42 Nevertheless^ let not wy 

n illf bet thtio be dotn .* 

Thu gi'cat control ersy, uianagid with such 
larnestnohs and obstiuwv between (tod and 
man, is this, whose will shall take place, 
his or ours. Almighty (^od, by whoseron- 
sl.mt protection and great merc> we sub- 
' < oil niter 2 * Matt x\>i 
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sist, doth claim to himaclf the authority of 
regulating our practice and disposing our 
fortunes; but we affect to be our own 
masters and carvers ; not willingly admit- 
ting any law, not patiently brookhuf any 
condition, which doth not sort wiw our 
fancy and pleasure. To make good his 
right, God beiiddth all his Ibrces, and ap- 
pheth all proper imeimi both of sweetness 
and severily (pcrsi^in^ us by arguments, 
solkiting us by eij&ettnes, alluring us by 
promises, scaring us by fierce menaces, 
inducing ample be^ts to uh, indicting 
Correidious on US, working in as and 
us by secret influences of grace, by 
visible dispensatiems of providence;) yet 
so it i^ that commonly nothing doth avail, 
our will opposing itself with invincible re- 
solution and stiffness. 

Here indeed the business pincheth; 
herein as the chief worth, so the main dif- 
ffculty of religious practice consisteth, in 
bending that iron sinew, in bringing om* 
proud hearts to stoop, and our sturdy hu- 
mours to buckle, so as to surrender and 
resign our wills to the just, the wise, the 
gracious will of our God, prescribing our 
duty, and assigning our lot unto us. We 
may accuse our nature, but it is our plea- 
sure; we may pretend weakness, but it is 
wilfulnchs, which is the guilty cause of our 
misdemeanours ; for by God*s help (which 
doth always prevent our needs, and is never 
wanting to those who seriously di^sire it) 
wc may be as good as we please, if we can 
please to be good; ^ there is nothing whhiti 
us that can resist, if our wills do yield 
themselves up tc» duty : to conquer our rea-^ 
son is not hard ; for what reason of roan 
can withstand the infinite cogency of those 
motives which induce to oliedience? What 
oau be more easy, than by a thousand 
arguments, dear as day, to convince any 
in<in, that to cross God's will is the great- 
esl absurdity in the world, and that there 
is no madness comparable thcrelo ? Nor is 
it dif[icult,if we resolve upon it, to govern 
any other part or power of our mitiire;* 
for what cannot we do, if we are willing? 
What inclination cannot we check, what 
appetite cannot we restrain, what passion 
cannot we quell or moderate? Whal fa- 
culty of our soul, or member of our body, 
is not obsequious to our will? Even lialf 
the resolution, with which we pursue vanity 
and sm, would servo to or gage us in the 
ways of wisdom and virtue 

Wherefore, in ovcrei^ming our will the 

* Quodcuuquo siln unperaxit aijimtut obtinuit. - 

Stn dfi U 
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stress lieth; tbis Is that impr^mble fort- 
resSf which everlastingly dom hold out 
against all the batteries of reason and of 
grace; which no force of ^suasion, no 
^urement of favour, no aisoouragement 
of terror, can redtuoe: tiiis puny, this in^ 
tent thing it k, winch grappled with Urn- 
mpotency, and often in a ruanner baffleth 
It: and no wonder, for that Ood doth not 
intend to overpower our will, or to maJce 
any viblent impression on it, but only to 
dram k (as it k in the jfwopbet) vAth 
eords of a mtm^* or bv radonalbaucements 
to win its consent ana compliance ; our ser- 
vice is not so considerable to him, that he 
should extort it foom us ; nor doth he value 
our ht^piness at so tow a rate, as to ob- 
trude it on us. His victory indeed wei‘e 
no true victory over us, if he should gam 
it by main force, or without the concur- 
rence of our will ; our works not being our 
works, if they do not issue from our wiU; 
and onr will not bemg our will, if it be not 
free; to compel it, were to destroy it, toge- 
ther with all the worth of our virtue and 
obedience: wlMwefore the Almighty doth 
suffer himself to be withstood, and beoreth 
rcpubes from us; nor commonly doth he 
master our will otherwise than by its oWn 
spontaneous conversion and submission to 
: * if ever wo be conquered, as wo shall 
share in tlie benefit, and wear a crown; so 
we must job b the combat, and partake 
of the victory, by subduii^ ourselves: tre 
nmU take the yoke upon u$ : for God is only 
served by volunteers; he aummoneth ns 
by his word, he attracteth us by his grace, 
idkOt we must freely cme unto him. 

Out will, mdet^, of all things, is most 
OUT own; the only gifo, the most proper 
sacrifice, we have to offer ; which therefore 
God doth chiefiy duirc, doth most highly 
nrise, doth most kindly accept from us. 
Beeii)^, tlien, our duty chiefiy moveth on 
this hinge, the free submission and resig- 
nation of our will to the will of God; it 13 
this practice which oui* Lord (who cam 4 , lo 
guide us m the way to happiness, not only 
as a teacher by ms word and excellent 
doetrbe, but as a leader, by hk actions 
and perfect example) did especially set be- 
fore us, as b the constant tenor of his life, 
so particularly b that great exigency which 
occasioned these words, wherein, renoun^ 
ciug and deprecating his own will, he did 
excess an entire submission to God's will, 
a hearty complacence therein, and a serious 
debate that it might take place. 

* *i Kot) mum AAe rm mymBm i* rtt* 

rn.’nfmurSti M ^ 01 ,, ie»m 4 ixrwemt 
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For the fhll(*r understanding of which 
case, wo may consider that our Lord, as 
partaker of our nature, and in all things 
(bating sin) Uhe vsnAo us, had a natural 
human will, attended with senses, appe- 
tites, and afTectiona, apt from objects inci- 
dent to receive congi^us impressions of 
pleasure and pab; so that whatever is in- 
nocently grateful and pleasant to us, that 
he reliimed with delict, and thence did 
incline to embrace; wWever is distasteful 
and afflictive to us, that lie resented with 
grief, and thence was moved to eschew : 
to this probably he was liable in a dc^ce 
beyond our ordmary rate; for that m niin 
nature was most perf(*ct, his complexion 
very delicate, his temper exquisitely sound 
and fine ; for so we find, that by how inu(‘h 
any man's constitution is more sound, by 
bO much he hath a unarter gust of what is 
agreeable or offensive to natmo: if perhaps 
sometimes infirmity of body, or distempi r 
of soul (a savage ferity, a stupid dullness, 
a fondness of conceit, or stifihess of hu- 
mour, supported by wild opinions or vmn 
hopes), may keep men from being thus af- 
fected by sensible objects ; yet m him pure 
nature md work vigorously, with a clear 
apprehension and hvol) sense, accordint; 
to the design of our Maker, wlieii into our 
constitution he did implant those passive 
faculties, disposing objects to affect them 
so aud so, for our need and advantage; if 
this be deemed weakness, it is a weakness 
connected with our nature, which he tin Vi • 
with did take, and with which ^ as the apostle 
saith, he was enromimsetl.'^ Such a will 
our Lord had, and it was requisite that 
ho should have it, that he thcnco miglit 
be qualified to disoharuc the principal iu- 
stancca of obedience, for procurbg God's 
favour to us, and for setting an exact pat- 
tern before us; for God imposing on him 
duties to perform, and dispeiisbg accidents 
to endure, very cross to that naturd will, 
hi his compliance and acquiescunpe thereto, 
his obtditnce was thorouglily tried; his 
virtue did shine most brightly; tliereforc 
as the aposUe saith, he ua$ in nil points 
tempted s thence, as to metitorious capacity 
ana exemplary infiucnce, he was perfect^ 
though suffering.** 

lienee was the whole course of his fife 
and conversation among men so designed, 
so modelled, as to bo om> continual exer- 
ciso of thwarting that human will, and 
closing with tbe divi*io pleasure : it was 
predicted of hun, Zo, i come to do thy 
O Oidi and of himself he ofowned, 

t4rS4 xm mtnh Uul). v 9 
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1 cam dmn from heaven^ itot to do mm 
oum ioill^ hut the mil of him that seft^ me: * 
whoroas Uierijfore svtch a practice b little 
seen in achieving easy matters, or in ed* 
mitting pleacant oocurrences ; it waa <nf- 
dered for him. that he should encounter 
the roughest duBeulties, and be engaged 
in circumstances must harsh to nMural 
apprehension and appetite ; so that if we 
trace tl^* fotitsteps of his life, from the 
sojdid manger to the bloody cross, we can 
hardly niaA any Uiing to have befallen 
him apt to satis^ the will of nature. Na- 
1 ure li Kcth respect, and loatlicth contempt • 
llientore was h< boni of me;in parentage, 
fuid in a most home ly condition ; therofore 
did h<' Inc in no garb, did aasume no office, 
did ivercise no i>ower, did meddle in iu» 
affitir^, which proimre to men consideration 
and regard; mcrefore an iinpo>tor, a blas- 
phemer, a sorcerer, a loose companion, a 
seditiifus inceiidiar}% were the titles of ho- 
nour and the ehigics of praise conferred on 
him ; thei^efore was he exposed to the lasli 
of c\ cry slanderous, every scurrilous, every 
IKituUnt and ungonTned tongue. 

Nature doth a^ect the good opinion and 
good-will of men, cspecidly when due in 
graft ful return for great courtesy aud hc- 
neficence ; nor doth any thing more grate 
thereon, than abuse of kindness: therefore 
could he (the world’s great Friend and 
Benefactor) say, the wmld hateth me,^ 
therefore were those, whom ho with so 
much charity and bounty liad instructed, 
had fed, had cured of diseases (both cor- 
poial and spirit uni), so ready to clamoim, 
and conimiJ outrage upon him ; theiefore 
could he thus ex^Mibtulate, 3fa»v food 
woths have I showed you from my Jh/thm ; 
Jor u hirh of those works do ye done we 
Thereforo did his kindred slight him, 
Ihewfun did his disciples abmidon him, 
tlieriforc did the grand traitor i^8ue from 
his own bosom tliorcfore did that whole 
nation whn h he clnetly songhtand laboured 
to ha\i‘, eons] lire to pmsecute him with 
mos{ laiiooxouh spite and cnirl misusage. 

Natiu'c lui etl) pkntiful ai-commodalions, 
andahliurrcth tobopinehed wUhany want: 
thtrotbre was extreme jKnury apjiointcd 
to him; he had no rcunuie, no estate, no 
eiTtain livilihood, not so mtuh ns a house 
uh(7v to lay hh head or a i>iece <if momy 
to <lvsihai'ge the tax for it ; J he owed hie* 
or<nm»ry to alms, or voluntary 

Ik luiict ucc ; lie wan to seek his fooil from 
ttee oa the way, and sometimes wa.s 

f )1«b X 7, PmoI xl 7, John VI dS, v S(i; iv Ai 
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beholden for it to the courtesy of publi- 
oana ; J/ ms (saith St. 

Paul) a heggorfor 

Nature ddighteth in ease, in mdet, in 
liberty : theremre did he spend m da^ b 
eontinual labour, in reatlcss travel, in end- 
less vagrancy, going dhout tmddc^good; 
ever b^euing thither, whither the needa 
of men did call, or 'beir benefit invite; 
therefore did he take on Him the firm of u 
servant, and was among his own followers 
asonetnat ministeretk ; mcrefore ho pleased 
not htmself^ but suited his demeanour to 
the state and circumstances of things, com- 
plhd wilh the manners and fashions, com- 
portct* with the humourh and infirmitieb of 
nuti.* 

Nfctnrc covotfth good success to its de- 
signs and undertakinus, hardly brooking 
to be disappointed and defeated in them : 
tlierefore was he put to water dry sticks 
and to wash negroes, that is, to instruct a 
most dull and stupid, forefoim a most per- 
verse and stubboiu generation ; therefore 
his ardent desires, his solicitous cares, his 
painlul endeavours, for the good of men, 
<ud obtain so little iMt, had indeed a con- 
trary effect, lather aggravating their sins 
than removing them, rather hardening 
than turning their hearts, rather plunging 
them deeper into perdition, than resemog 
them from it ; therefore so much in vain 
did he, in numberlcsB miraculous works, 
dispky his power and goodness, comincing 
few, converting fewer by them ; therefore, 
although he taught with mo^*t powerful au- 
thority, with most charming gracef^olness, 
with moht convincing evidence, yet, Who 
(could he say) huth behtned our rej^rt f*"* 
Though he most eaimebtiy did invite and 
allure men to him, offering the riclie&t 
lioons that hoav en it&elf could dispense, yet 
Ye will not (wtus he forced to say) come 
unto we, that ye tnay he saved. ^ although, 
with assiduous fervency of affection he 
sti'ov e to reclaim tiioni from courses tend- 
ing to their ruin, yet how he prospered 
sad experience declareth, and w e may karn 
from that dolelui coinplainl: //eta ojl/m 
would I have gniheted thy vhiidrmi tagf^ 
iluT, as a hen doth gathet her brntd uufh r 
her uitigs, but yc would not * 
yonr will did not cunciu*, youi* will did not 
submit." 

In fine, natural will seektih pica* me, 
and bhunnetli ]»ain: but whut plea&ufc ftid 
he taste? whal lnclinatu>n, what i 4 »]»etite, 
what sense*, did lie gratify ’ How did he 

v?Oor vui S > Johniv.b, Vn»W i\ i\ »ts^ 
A(tH X OH, riiil u 7« Lukt xxu ^7» VMiIoVi () 
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feast, or revel? How but in tedious fast- 
ings, in tVerquent hungers, hy passing whole 
wghts in prayer and retirement for devo- 
tion upon the eold moimtains? What sports 
had he, uhat recreation did he take, but 
feeling incessant {pipes of compassion, and 
wearisome roving in quest of the lost sheep 
In what conversation could he divert him- 
self, but among those whose doltish inca- 
pacity and forward humour did wring from 
his patience these words, How long shall 1 
he with youf how long shall I sujffer 
What music did he hear ? What but the 
rattlings of (*lainorous obloquy, and furious 
accubatioiis against him? To he desperately 
maligned, to be insolently mocked; to be 
styled a king, and treated as a slave to be 
spit on, to be buffeted, to be scourged, to 
be drenched with gall, to be crowned with 
thorns, to be nailed to a cross; tliese were 
the delights which our Lord enjoyed, those 
tlie sweet comforts of his life and the no- 
table prosperities of his fortune: such a 
portion was allotted to him, the wliich he 
did accept ^om God's hand with all patient 
submissiem, with perfect contenteduess, 
with exceeding alacrity, never repining at 
it, never complmniiig of it, never flinrhiug 
from it, or fainting under it ; but jiroceed- 
ing on in the periurmanct'' of all liis dut;f 
and prosecution of his ^eat designs with 
undaunted courage, with unwearied in- 
dustry, with undiMurbed tranquillity and 
satisfaction of mind. 

Had indeed his condition and fortune 
been otherwi'-e framed; had h*‘ come into 
the world ij[ualified with a noble extraction ; 
had he lived in a «plcndid equipage ; had 
he enjoyed a plentiful estate and a fair 
reputation ; had he been ta\ cured and ca- 
ressed by men ; had he found a cun'cnt of 
prosperous success; had safety, efiso, and 
pleasure waited on him ; where had been 
the pious resi^iation of his will, where the 
precious merit (»f his obedience, where the 
glomus lustre of his example ? IIow th xi 
had our frailty in him become victorious 
over all its enelRliies ; how had he triumphed 
over the solicitations and allurements of 
the desh, over the frowns and flatteries of 
the world, over the malice and fury of hell? 
How then could he Lave so demonstrat'd 
his immense charity iowai^d us, or laid so 
mighty obligations upon us? 

Such in general was the case, and such 
the depoitinent of our Lord : but there was 
somewhat peculiar, and beyond all this, oc- 
curring ii} him, wliich drew forth the words 
of oui ti vt. (jod had tempered fur him a 

^ MnrV I la, .ri , l.ufce v 16 ; .Jobn It 6, 31 ; Luke 
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|)Otion of all the most bitter imd loathsome 
ingredients that could bo; a drop whereof 
ii<» man ever hath, or could endure to sip; 
for he was not only to undergo whatever 
load human rsge ooold impose, of ignomi- 
nious disgrace and grievous pain; but to 
feel dismal a^nies of spirit, and those im- 
hiourn s!^erings* which alone could 
inflict, dod only could sUAtsun: Behold^ and 
see, he might well say, if there Jk any sor- 
FQW like unto my sorrow, which is done unto 
me; wherewith the Lord hath afflicted mein 
the day of his fierce anger He was to 
labour with pangs of ('haritv, and through 
his heart to be pierced with deepest com- 
miseration of our wretched case ; he was 
to crouch imdcr the bwdcu of all the sins 
(the numberless most heinous sins and abo- 
minations) ever Gonuuittod by mankind: he 
was to pass through the hottest furnace 
of divine vengeance, and by his blood to 
quench the wrath of heaven flaming out 
against iniqiiitv: he was to stand, as it 
were, before tne mouth of hell, belching 
fire and brimstone on his face : his grict' 
was to supply the defects of our iN^morve, 
and his suffwiiig in those few moments to 
countervail the cteiml torments duo to us: 
he was to bcai* the hiding oi God's fm'p, 
and an eclipse of that fiivourable aspect, in 
which all bliss doth reside ; a case which 
he, that so ])erfectly understood, could not 
but iniitiitcly r<*scnt: these things with the 
clearest apprehension he saw coining on 
him ; and no wonder that ovlt nature started 
at so ghasil} a sight , or that huuum instinct 
should dictate that j>etition,i'ijrfAcr, if thou 
wUt, let this cup pass ftoni me; words im- 
plying Ids most real participation of our in- 
firmity; words denoting the height of tliosc 
sad evils which encompassed him, with his 
lively and lowly resentment of them ; words 
informing us, how we should entertain 
God's chastisements, and whence we mu.st 
seek rtdief of onr pressures (that we should 
receive them, not with a scornful neglect 
or sullen insensibility, but with a meek 
contrition of soul ; tliat we should entirely 
depend on God's plcasm'c for support under 
them, or rcleasemeut /roiu them;) words 
which, in coi\}unction with those following, 
do show how instantly we should quash and 
overrule any insurrection of natural desire 
i^ainst the command or providence of God. 
we must not take that payer to ^ig^Afy 
any purpose in our Lord to shift on his 
passion, or any wavering in resolution about 
it ; for be could not anywise mean to undo 
tlmt, which he knew done with God before 

* a/ nv vttSnj^rant Kwt* — 
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the world’s foundation ; he would not 
settle that, which was by his own free un- 
dortahing and irreversible decree : he that 
80 often Hith satisfaction did foretell this 
e\cnt, who with w earnest desire* longed 
for its approach ; who with that sljarpness 
of indignation did rebuke his friend offer- 
ing to divert him from it ; who did again 
repwBs St. Peter’s animosity with that 
benouft expostulation, Tfte cvp which my 
Fat^ hath gf reft «wc, shaU I not drink it 9* 
who had advisedly laid such trains for its 
accomplishment, would he decline it ? Could 
that heart, all burning with aeal for God 
and cliarity to men, admit the least thought 
or motion of averseness from drinking 
that cup, which wa* the sovereign medU 
cine administered by divine wisilom for the 
recovery of God’s creation ? No: had he 
spake with such intent, lepons of angels 
had fiown to his rcboue uiat word which 
framed the worlds, which stilled the tem- 
pests, which ejected devils, would iminedi- 
atelv have hcatteredhis enejuies.and da^he^i 
ail thtir projects against him: wliertdbre 
tliiwe words did not proceed from intention, 
but as from instinct, and fi>r instruction; 
imiKirting, that whid onr human frailty 
was jpt to suggest, that his dninc virtue 
was more ready to smother ; neither did 
he vent the but that he might ex- 

pre'<s the latter. 

He did (express it in real effect, irame- 
dlattdy w'ith all readiness iidJressmg hiin- 
.seif to receive that misaviaii^ potion; he 
iciiehed o\it lus hand for it, yielding fair 
cf)pr>rlunity and advantages to his perse- 
cutors ; he litter] it u]> to his mouth, inno- 
cently provoking their envy and malice; he 
dranic it off with a most steady otilmness 
and sweet conifiosurc of mind, with the 
silence, the simj licity, llu* meekness of a 
lambcarriefl to the slaughter; no fretful 
thought I isiug up, no angry w ord bn^aking 
forth, but a clear jiatience, enlivened with 
a warn charity, shining in all his beha- 
viour, and through every circumstance of 
liis passion. 

Such in his life, such at his death, was 
the practice of our Lord; in conforniity 
whereto we also rcailily should undortakc 
whatever God proposeth, we gladly should 
accept w hatev er God offerot h ,w e vdgoroubly 
sliotud perfonn whatever Go4l enjoinoth, 
we patiently bhould undergo whatever God 
iinposcih or inflicteth, how' cross boev'ca* 
any duty, any dispensation, may prove to 
our cartid sense or humour* 

To do thus, the contemplation of tliib 

* 'fiViarUi'W t*lS> Uf}4W.»>I*uV:eXtii 15. 
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example may strongly engage us ; for, if 
our Lord had not his will, can we in reason 
expect, can W(‘ in modesty desire, to have 
ours? Must wcIm* (>ockered and pleased 
in every thing, wUeiias he was treated so 
coarsely, and crossed in all things ? Can 
we grutch at any kind of bervice or suffer- 
ance? Can we tliink much (for our trial, 
our exercise, oiu* (correction) to bear a little 
want, a little disgrace, a little piuu, when 
the Son of God was put to discharge the 
hardest tasks, to endure the sorest adver- 
bities? 

But fupthw to enforce those duties, bo 
pleased to cast a glance* on two considei'o- 
tions: J. What the will is to which; 2. 
Wlm wilier is to whom, we must sul>- 
mit. 

1. What is the will of God ? Is it any 
thing unju&t, unworthy, or dinhonourahle, 
any thing incommodious or hurtful, any 
thing extremely difficult or intolcrabi j grie- 
vous, that God refjoireth of us to do or 
bear? No: he willeth nothing from us or 
to us, which doth not best become us and 
most b(^hovc us; which is not attended 
with bafrty, with ease, with the solidest 
profit, the fiilrebt reputation, and the bweel- 
est pleaburt^ 

Two things he willeth; that wc should 
be good, and that we bhould be happj ; the 
first in order to the second, for that virtue 
L the certain way, and a neeebsar} ((uidifi- 
eafiitn to felicity. * 

The will oj God (boith St, Paul'^ w oar 
mnetijicatiov.^ What is that? What but 
that the decays of our frame, and the de- 
facements of God’b ima]^ within us, should 
be repaired ; that the f«u*uUi6s of our soul 
should be restored to their original inte- 
grity and vigour ; that from most wretched 
slaveries we should bo translated into a 
happy freedom, yea, into a glorious king- 
dom; that from despicable b(*ggarv and 
baseness wo sliould be advanced to substan- 
tial wealth and sublime dignity; that wo 
should be cleansed from the^oulest defilt'- 
nieiits, and decked wdth th*goo(lHest oi*- 
namentb ; that wo should be cured of most 
loatlibome diseases, and settled in a firm 
health of soul ; that we slioul \ be deliver<jd 
from those brutish lusts, and those devilish 
passions, which create in us a hell of dark- 
ness, of eoufubiou, of vexation, which dis- 
honour our nature, deform our soul, ruffle 
our mind, and rack our oonscicuci^; that 
we should be endowed with those worthy 
dispositions and affections, which do cun* 
stituto in our hearts a heaven of light, of 
order of joy, and peace, dignifj our nature, 

" 1 Tlteib i> 



958 


OF SUBMISSION TO THE DIVINE WILL. [bsumon xxxfi. 


beautify our soul, cbttUy and cheer our 
uiind; that we sliould eschew those prac- 
tices, which never go without a retbue of 
wofud mischief and soTrowu. embracing 
those which always yield abundant fruits of 
convenience and conifort ; that, b short, 
we should bectome friends of ^od, fit to 
converse with angels^ and capable of para- 
dise. 

God (aaith St, Pan! agmn} td^toth all 
men to 2w saoedt he voUkth not (saith St. 
Peter) that any mm should perish^ He 
saith it himself, yea, he sweareth it, that 
he hath no phamre in the death of Oue 
tokhedi,hut tmt the wicked skmld turn from 
his way and hve.^ And what is this in ill? 
what but that we sliould obtain all the good 
whereof we are capable; that we should 
behlied with joy, and crowned with glory ; 
that we should be fixed in an iirnnoveable 
state of happbess, b the perpetual eiyoy- 
ment of God's favour, and in the light of 
his bli^ful presence; that we shomd be 
rid of all the evils to which we are liable ; 
that we should be rcloased from inextri- 
cable chuns of guilt, incurable stings 
of remorse « from being irrecoverably en- 
gaged to pass a disconsolate eternity in 
utter darkness and extreme woo? Such is 
God's will ; to such purposes every com- 
maud, every dispensation of God (how grim, 
how rough soever it may seem) doth tend. 
And do we refuse to comply with that good 
will ; do we set against it a will of <«ur own, 
alfecting tilings unworthy of us, things 
unprofitable to us, things prejudicial to our 
best interests, things utterly baneful to our 
souls ? Do we reject the wili tliat would save 
us, and adhere to a will that would ruin 
us ; a foolisb and a senseless will, which, 
slighibg the iramenbe treasures of heaven, 
the unfading glories of God's kingdom, the 
ineffable joys of eternity, doth catoh ^ spe- 
cious nothings, doth pursue iniscbievous 
trifles ; a shadow of base proiRt, a smoke 
of vain honour, a flash of sordid pleasure ; 
which passet^way like the mirth of fools^ 
or the of thorns;" leaving only 

soot, black and bitter, behind it? 

But at least, cro we do tlms, let us con- 
sider whose will it is that requireth our 
compliance. 

It is the will of him, whose will did 
found the earth, and rear the heaven;* 
whose will sustabeth all things in their 
existence aud operation ; whos(‘ wUl is the 
greal law of the world, which universal 
nature lu all its motions doth observe; 
wlucb rcnnicth in heaven, the blessed spi- 
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adoring it; which swayeth in hell it- 
self, the cursed fiends trembling at it: aud 
shaJi we alone (we pitifid wornis crawling 
on earth) pri^sume to murmur, or dare to 
kick gainst it? 

It is the will of our Maker, who, toge- 
ther witli all our other faculties, did create 
and confer on Ub the very power of willing; 
and shall we turn the work of his handb, 
the gift of his bounty, agabst him? j| 

It is the wDl of our Preserser, wW to- 
gether with all that wo are or have, con- 
tinually doth iqfihold our vci’y will itself; 
so that without employing any positiie 
force, merely by letting u& fall out of his 
hand, he can seud us and it back to no- 
thing: and shall our will clash with that, 
on which it so wholly dependeth; without 
which it cannot subsist one moment, or 
move one step forward b action? 

It is the will of our sovereign Lord, who, 
upon various indisputable accounts, hath a 
jubt right to govern us, and an absolute 
pow cr to dispose of us ; oimht we not there- 
fore to say with old Eli, Jt is the Lord^ let 
him do to me as U seemeth good to hi/nf^ 
lb it not extreme iniquity, is it not mon- 
strous arrogance for us, in derogation to 
his will, to pretend giving law, or picking 
a station to ourselves? Do we not mani- 
festly incur high treason against the Kmg 
of heaven, by so invading his ofiice, usurp- 
ing his authority, snatching his sceptre 
into our bands, and setting our wills b his 
throne? 

It is the w'ill of our Judge, from whose 
mouth our doom must proceed, awarding 
life or death, weal or woe unto us: and 
what sen1(m<.e can we expect, what favour 
can we pretend to, if we presumptuously 
shall ofiond, oppose that will, which is the 
supreme rul(^ of justice aud sole fountam 
of mercy? 

It is the will of our llodeemer, who hath 
bought us with an bestimable price, and 
with infinite pains hath rescued us from 
miserable captivity under most barbarous 
enemies, that obeying his will we might 
command our own, and serving him we 
might enjoy perfect freedom : and shall we, 
declining bs call and conduct out of that 
unhappy state, bereave him of his purchase, 
frustrate his undertakings, and furieit to 
ourselves the benefit of so great redemp- 
tion? 

It is the will of our best Friend ; who 
loveth us indch better than we do love oni*. 
selves ; who is concerned for our welfare, 
as his own dearest interest, and greatly 
delighteth therein; who by muumerable 
y 1 Sam 111 IS 
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experiments hath deinonstrated an nxcagM I wili do off mjjf ple&snrc** Aa to his 
of kindness to us ; who in all his dealings dispensa^ons, we imy first, we may wail, 
with us purelydoth aim at our good, never we may hark at them ; but we cannot alter 
ebar^dng any duty on us, or dispensing or avoidthom: sooner may we by our moans 
any event to os, so much with mtent to check the tides, or by our cries stop the 
exercise his power over us, as to expr&w sun in his career, than divert the eurrent 
his goodness toward us ; who never dofA of affairs, or change the state of thbm 
or grirtfi* ns* more against our wili, established by God*s high decree: what ho 
than against his own detdre s ne\er indeed layeth cm, no hand can remove ; what he 
but when goodness itaelf callefh for it, and hath destined, no power can reverse : our 
oveiilljitTCy doth urge thereto; to whom anger therefore will be incffi^*tual, our 
we are much obliged, that he vouchsafeth iinpatienc*e will have nc» other fVult, than 
to govern and guide Us, our service being to aggravate our guilt and augment our 
altogether unprofitable^ to him, his gover- grien 

nuucc cxceemngly beneficial to us : and As to hia commands, wc may lift up our- 
doth not such a will desme regard ; may 8ehse& ufmvst them^ we may fight stoutly, 
it not demand compliance* from us ? To we may in a sort prove oonqu€»rors ; but 
neulcct or infringe it, what is it? is it not it win be a miserable victory, the tropliies 
palpable folly, is it not foul disingenuity, whereof shall be erected in hell, and stand 
IS it not dote stable ingratitude ? upon the ruins of our happiness ; for, w bile 

So doth c very rckiiion of God recom- we insult over abused grace, wc must fall 
moiid lus will to us ; and each of his attri* under incensed justice: if God cannot fairly 
Lutes d«ith no less; for, procure his wifi of us in way of due obe- 

li ia the will of him who is most holy, dience, he will surely execute his will upon 
or whose will is essimtial rectitude: Itow us in way of righteous vengeance; if we do 
ilien can w e thw art it, without being stained not surrender our wills to the overtures of 
with the guilt, and wounded with a sense his goodness, we must submit our bocks to 
of great irrcgularil) and iniquity- the strokes of his anger: he must reign 

It is the will of him who is j>erfcctlv over us, if not as over loyal subjects to our 
jiwt ; who ihcr< forr cannot but assert his comfort, yet as over stubborn rebels to our 
own I’ightf 01 U will, and a\enge the ^iola* confusion; for this in that case will be our 
tion thereof: is it then advisable to drive doom, and the last words God will deign 
liim to that point by wilfbl provocation: to spend upon ns, TAosc mins aiames,U7AicA 
or to run u}»on the edge of iiecessaiy be- tomU not tAat / should reign over them^ 
verity : br#Ag them hither^ and slay them before me,^ 

It'ib the will of liim who is infinitely Now the God of peace^ that brought again 

wise; who thercfoi^e dotli infallibly know from the dead our Lord Jesus ^ that great 
what ib best for us, what doth most befit Slufpherd of the sheep ^ through the bl^of 
onr cn|)achies and circumbtances ; what in the everlasting eovenant^ make you perf^i 
the final result wili conduce to our greatest m ensry good work to do his wm^ vjorhin^ 
«id\antage and comfort: bhall we thenpre- in you that wheh is well phasing in hts 
fer the dreams of our vain mind before the sights through Jesus Christ: to whom be 
oracles of liis wibdoni? shall we, fbrsaking glory for ever mid ever,^ Aincu. 
the direviion of his unerring will, follow 
tiie impulst* of our giddy humour ? 

It is the will of him, who is immensely SERMON XXXVIL 

good and benign, whose will therefore can contentmbnt. 

be no other than good-will to u« ; who can _ . , , _ _ . % . » 

mean nothing thereby but to derive bounty 1 1 haum^. ta whaler 

andnjercy vn w : can Me then fwl of doiiw ^ ®»* themnth to be content.* 

well, if we put ourselves entirely into his In these words, by the example of an enn- 
hands ? are we not our own gt*eatest one- nent saint, iii recommended to us the prao- 
niics, in withstanding Ids gracious inten- tice of an excellent doty, or virtue ; u 
tions ? practice in itself most worthy, very grate- 

It is, finally, the will of him who is un- ful to God, and immediatelv of great be- 
controllablypowerfittl ; whose will therefore nefit to ourselves ; being inaeed necessary 
must previui one way or other ; either with towards the comfortable enjoyment of our 
11 . . ..1 it is contentednebS, the virtue which, 

* tfudiv iy lb«i. 

10 . tOI ‘ Luke xIk. 27« 
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our will or agamsc it ; euner bo 
and satisfy us, or so as to breidc and plague 
us: for, My counsel (sfdth he) shall stands 
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of all other, doth most reader this world 
acceptable, and constituteth aldndof tein^ 
^ral heaven ; which he fhat hath is thereby 
tp$o facto in good measure happy, whatever 
other things he may seem to want;* which 
l>e that wanteth, doth, however otherwise 
he be ^imisbed, become miserable, and 
carrieth a kind cf hell within him: it can- 
not, therefore, hut well deserve our best 
study about it, and care to get it % in imi- 
tation of Sti. Paul, who had teamed in whed- 
eaer state he tms, therein to he cmitenL 

In discoursing upon which words, 1 shall 
consider two particulars ; first, tlie virtue 
itself (contentedness in every state), the 
nature of which I shall endeavour to ex- 
plain ; then the way of attaining or pro- 
ducing it, implied by St« Paul in the words, 
J bane teamed* 

1. For explication of the virtue: the word 
here expressing it is which sig- 

nideth self-sudioiency, or having enough of 
oneself ; t ^he winch is not to be understood 
absolutely, as if he took himself to be in- 
dependent in nature, able to subsist of him- 
self, not wanting any support or comfort 
without himself (for this is the property 
and privilege of the great EUehadded^ who 
alone suhsisteth of himself, needing toward 
his being and felicity nothing without him- 
self ; this is repugnant to the nature of man, 
who is a creature essentially dependent for 
his beitm and subsistence, indigent of many 
things mr his satisfaction and welfare), but 
reknvely considering his present state, the 
circumstances wherem he was, and the ca- 
pacities he had ; which by God's disposal 
and providence were such, that he could 
not want more than be ha^ in his posses- 
sion or reach. He meant not to exclude 
God, and his providence ; but rather sup- 
posed that as the ground and cause of his 
self-sufficiency ; according as otherwhere he 
expresseth it : Not as if tee loere sufficient 
of ourselves^ hut our m^iency u of God: • 
nor did ho intend to exclude the need pf 
other creature^, otherwise than as consi- 
dered without his possession, or beyond his 
power; but he meaneth only, that he did 
not desire or lack more than what God had 
supplied him with; had put into his hdnd^ 
or l^d set within his reach ; Hint hib will 
did suit to his state, his desire did not ex- 
ceed his power 

This is the meaning of the word which 
the apostle useth : hut for tlic more full 
and clear understanding the virtue itself, 

* 1 « 3 TiBifMtt i mftfh itmi? 

ivSm — Anst ath i 7 

t I « Su wyrat at 0tXU, rftirXitf arfU* 

MU TJM t$(ietntu 4v iti <r««0iuvau, «vSi XifMv - Air 

itA *SCor i?l. 5 


shall first coninder the object about 
which it is conversant; then several 
acts which it requireth, or wherein the 
exercise thereof consisteth — 

I . The object of coutentedness is the pre- 
sent state of things, whatever it be (whe- 
ther prosperous or advcrbc, of enunoncy 
or meanness, of abundance or scantiiess;, 
wherein by divine Providence we are set : 
rtt h ir^v, the things in ^vhkh ute are; 
that is, our present condition, wjfii all 
its circumstances: so it may be generally 
supposed, considering that it is ordinary, 
and almost natural for men ^who have not 
learned as St. Paul had done, or are not 
instructed and exercised in the practice of 
this duty) to be dissatisfied and disquieted 
in ev(>ry state ; to be always in want of 
something ; to find defects in every fortune ; 
to fancy the^ may be in better case, and to 
desire it earnestly; if we estimate things 
wisely, rich men arc more liable to discon- 
tent than poor men. It is observable, that 
prosperity is a peevish thing, and men of 
iiighest fortune are apt most easily to re- 
sent tlie smallest things: a little neglect, a 
slight word, an aiipk^aslng look doth affect 
them more than reproaches, blows, wrongs, 
do those of a mean condition. 

Prosperity is a nice and squeamitdi thing, 
and it is hard to find any thixig able to please 
men of a full and prosperous state, which 
being uncapable of bettering in substantial 
thin^, they can hardly find matter of solid 
deliglii* Whereas a poor estate is easily 
comforted by the accession of many things 
which it wauteth; a good meal, a .smml 
fi^t, a little gain, or good success of his la- 
bour, doth greatly please a poor man, with 
a very solid pleasure : but a rich nun hath 
nothing to please him, but a new toy, a 
puff of applause, success at a horse-race, at 
oowls, at hunting ; in some petty sport and 
pastime, which can yield but a very thin 
and transitory satisfaction to any man not 
quite brutified and void of sense: whence 
coutentedness hath place, and is nccdiid in 
every condition, be it in appcaratite never 
so prosperous, so plentiful, so pleasant : Ju 
the fulness of his sufficuncy he shall he in 
slraits.^ 

I’he formal obj(‘ct thereof may indeed 
seem to be a condition disUstetul to our 
sense, or cross to our fancy ; an adi tsrse or 
strait Gonditiun; a condition of poverty, 
of disgrace, of any great incoiuemcnce or 
distress incident to us in this world ; but 
since the most men are absolutely in <:uch 
a condition^ exposed to so many wants and 
troubl(‘s ; since many more are needy com- 
i> Job x\ 32. CtirXii loin. m 1 r SS 
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parativ^ly, wanting the conveniences that 
others enjoy, and which themselves 
since there are few, who in right estima- 
tion are not indigent and poor, ^at is, who 
Jo not desire and fancy tnemselves to want 
many things which they have not (for wealth 
eon8ist<*th not so much in the possession 
of goods, as in apprehensit)n of freedf«n 
from want, and in satisfaction of desires), 
since care, trouble, disai»pointment, satiety, 
and discimtent following them, do not only 
haunt cottages, and ati(4 to the lowest sort 
of poopli*, but do even ire<]uent palaces, 
aii<l pursue men of highest rank ; therefore 
any state irwy bo the object of contented- 
ness; and the duty is of a yi’ty general 
concernment; princes themselves needt<» 
l<*arnit; the lessons teaching it, and the 
argumunts persuading it, may as well suit 
the rich and noble, as the poor and the 
peasant; so our apostle himself doth inti- 
mule in the words immediately following 
our text : I both hou) to he a&pwet/, tmd 
J honr how to abound; every where and in 
all ihinffn lam instructed both to be full^ and 
to hehungi^y; both to abound^ and to ru^er 
tieed:^ he had the art, not only to manage 
wi‘ll both conditions, but to he satisfied m 
ciflur. 

But seeing real adversity, poverty, and 
di<^ace, have naturally the strongest in- 
fluence in disturbing and disordering our 
minds; that coritentcdness is plainly mo'tt 
needful in such cases, as the proper sup- 
port, or medieme of our mind in tliem; 
that other states do need it only as they, by 
fancy infirmity, do symbolise or conspire 
with these ; therefore unto persons in tliese 
states we shall more explicitly at^ply our di- 
rections and persuasions, as lo liie proper 
and primary subjects of oontentedness ; the 
which by auah gy, or parity of reason, may 
be extended to all others, who by imagiiutry 
wants and distr(^<»ses do create displeusuro 
to themselves. So much for the object, or 
the subject, of the virtue. 

‘J. The acts, wherein the practice thereof 
consist eth (which are necessary ingredients 
or constant sympton's of it), belong cither 
to the mind and understanding, or to the 
will antbappidite, or to external demeanour 
and practice ; being, 1 . right opinions and 
judgments of mind; 2. fit <lisp(e>ition8 and 
affcctionsof heart; 3. outward good actions 
and behaviours, in regard to our condition 
and the events befalling us; the former 
being as the root and sttK*k, the latter os 
the fruits and the flowers of the duty: unto 
which may be reditoed the corres^ndent 
negations, or ahsen<’c of bad judgments, 
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afTections, and deportments in respoef, to 
the same objects. 

(1.) As to our opinions and judgments 
of thin^, eontentedness requireth, that, 

1. We should believe our condition, 
whatever it be, to be determined by (lod; 
and that all events befalling us do proceed 
from him * at least that he permitteth and 
ordereth thorn, according to his judgment 
and pleasure ; 

all, as the prophet singeth, both good 
and evil^ proceedeth out the mouth of the 

Most High; that afflieuon (as «1ub said), 
eoineth not forth of the duU^ neither doth 
trouble sjiring out of the ground;^ as a 
thing arising spontancoitely , or 8t)wtd by 
the hand of some creature ; but rather de- 
scendeth Irom him, who saith, J form the 
lights and C9 rate darkness; 1 nmke 
and create evil; J the Lord do alt these 
things J 

We arc apt, when any thing falleth out 
unpleasant to us, to exchdm against for- 
tune, and to accuse our stars; or to in- 
veigh against the second causes whi4*h 
immediately offend os, ascrihing all to their 
influence;* which proceeding doth argue 
in us a heathenish ignorance and iufide- 
Kty, or at least much inconsiderateness, 
and impotent 7 of mind ; that our judgment 
is blinded and clouded, or perverted and 
seriuced by ill passions ; for that in truth 
there is not in die world any (occurrence 
merely fortuitous or fatal (all being guided 
and wdelded by the powexdul hand of the 
all-wi«ie and almighty God), there is no 
creature which in its agency doth not depend 
upon God, as the instrument of his will, or 
subordinate thereto ; wherefore upon every 
event we should, raising our minds above 
all otlicr causes, discern and acknowledge 
God's hand; as David did, when IShunei 
cursed him ; Let him (said the good king) 
curse ^ because the Lord hath Mid unto AfV«, 
C^tfsr David as Job did, when he was 
rifled of his goods: The Lord^ (^ald he) 
gr/ae, and the Lord hath taken away ; ** us 
c»ur Saviour did, when, ir regard to the 
sore harddiips he w as designt‘d to und*»rgo, 
he said, The (Up whieh my Father hath 
given wc, shall I not drink?' 

2. Hence we should always judge every 
thing which happeneth to be tiirougbly 
good and fit, worthy (all things considered) 
to be appointed, or permitted, by that Go- 
vernor of things; not entertaining any 
harsh thoughts of C?od, os if he were not 
enough wise, just, or benign in ordering us 

* Atque nique astn vocal crudalia luator. 
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to be eflBieted or crossed) but t«k^ all 
oeourrences toixs mil ecmsuMti with all 
God*s holy perfectiowi and eteibutes/ 

We jsre to conceit tiuit liie world is 
ill ordered, when we do not thrive and 
prosper therein; that every thing is irre- 
giilar which sqnareth not to the models of 
our faiM^} that things had gcme much bet^ 
ter If our designs hM found success: but 
these are vain and perverse conceits ; for 
that certainly is most which seemeth 
good to God ; t wul is a perfect stan* 
dard of right and convenience, his eye 
never aimeth wrong, has hand never fuileth 
to hit tbo mark of what is best: AU kh 
f^hs are mercy and truth ; he is righteous 
in all his ways, and holy in all his works i» 
so did king Hezekiah rightly judge, when, 
upon denunciation of a sad doom to his 
country and posterity, he replied to the 
prophet, Gow is the word of the Lord, 
which thorn hast spoken ; ^ so even the pagan 
sage discerned, when he thus rebuked a 
m^econtent: You slai>e, do you forsotdh 
desire any things hat what is best f and is mi 
that only best, which seemeth best to Qodf% 
3. We sbonld even be satisfied in our 
mind, that, according to God's purpose, 
all events do tend and conduce to our par^ 
ticTilar welfare; being not only good to us 
as members of the world, and in order to 
more general ends, but serving towards our 
private benefit and advantage. We may 
be ready perhaps to confess^ that whatever 
happeneth may be indeed just and fit in 
some distant and occult respects ; but hard- 
ly can we be induced to allow , that what 
we fee] ofiensive to our sense and fancy w 
really good for us, or was meant for our 
b6n<mt; we cannot easily discern any thing 
of love or &vour in such matters: tltose 
sort of ajdiorisms, in holy scripture, Happy 
is the man whom Gad carrecteth; as many 
as / hue, J rebuke and chasten sound 
strangely, and are huge paradoxes to us; 
such is our blindness of mind, and dullness 
of apprehension: but God knoweth with 
80 exact a skilfulness to manage thing#, 
that every particular occurrence shall be 
advantageous to the person w^hom it touch* 
eth ; and accordingly to each one be dis- 
penseth that which is most suitable to him; 
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whence, as firequently it is necessary fur 
our^oa that we should be crossed (for 
that indeed otherwise we should often much 
harm, sometimes we should quite undo 
ourselves), so it always, when God so or- 
dereth it, is to be deemed most profital)Le 
and wholesome fbr us: we arc therefore 
in reason oblMd to take the saddest ac- 
cidents and sharpest afiiictions, coming 
upon us by Providikice, to be no other than 
fatherly c<»T6Ctions, or Mendly rebukes^, 
designed to render us good and happy; 
as ar^unents therefore and instances of 
espec^ good-will towards us; conceiving 
under every dispensation, that wo dp, as it 
were, hoar God speaking to us, as he did to 
those in the prophet: I know the ihtmghts 
that 1 ihinh toward you, thoughts of peace, 
andnotofevil, to give youtmeximteaend.^ 

4. Heiico we are to betiove, mat our pre- 
sent condition (whatever it be to the carnal 
or worldly sense) is in right judgment, all 
things considerod, the b^t^ most proper, 
most desirable for lu ; better than we, if it 
were at our discretion and choice, sliould 
put ourselves into: for that God (the So* 
viour of aU men, who desireth that no man 
should perish : who is good to all, and whose 
tender mercies are over all his works ; who 
exceedingly tendereth the welfare of his 
children and suhjeots) doth ever (here in 
this life, the time of merit and triri) with 
a most wise good-will design our best good ; 
and by the most proper methods (such as 
do best suit our circumstances and capa- 
cities) doth aim to draw us into happiness; 
and accurdiu|fly doth assign a station for 
us most befitting in order to that great end : 
we therefore should think ourse1ve;s well 
placed, bocaubc we are where G(»d doth 
set us ; that wo liave enough, because we 
have what God allotteth us. 

There are other more particular judg- 
ments, which cpnteutedness involveth, or 
which are requirc»d toward it ; such as these : 
that nothing originally is duo to us, but 
all cotucth purely from divine favour and 
bounty ; that aU adversilios are justly and 
deservedly indicted on us, as the due wages, 
or natural fruits of our sins ; that our hap- 
piness dependoth not on any present enjoy- 
ments or possessions, but may well subsist 
without them; that a competency (or so 
much as sufiiceth to maintain our Itfo with- 
out intolerable paiu} ought to satisfy our 
desires! but these and the like juilgim^nts 
will come o^rtunely to be conbidered as 
motives td me practice of the duty. 

(2.) From such acts of our mind, or in- 
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tellpctivo part, concerning things incident 
to us, should procet^d the following 
sitionn of will and aiftKStlon 

1. Wo should entertain all ocenrtencea, 
how grievous soever to ns^ with entire sub- 
xnisbion, and resignation of our will to the 
w ill of God ; wholly acquiescing in iiis good 
pleasure; saying in our hearts alter our 
Lord, JUi mt my toid^ hut thine he done; 
with good Eli, ft is the Lord^ let him do 
what eeemeih him good; with David, Be- 
hold here I am^ let him do to me us aeemeth 
good to him ; even with Socrates, If eo it 
pleaseth Qod^ so let it he;* with Epictetus, 
I always chiefly will that which cometh to 
pass; for 1 account that better which God 
willeth^ than what I will myself; I mil ad- 
here as a minhier and foUower to him^ I 
pursue^ Iqffect^ I simply wiU with iitm.-f ® 
looking upon thorn as sent ti*om (vod, we 
shouldheartil V bid them welcome, we shotdd 
kindly embrace them, we should use them 
with all fair respect: heerulitSmi r« evftM- 

(to hug, or kindly to embrace things 
iurtdent)^ ri to love things 

(Hsjmsed by Providence^)^ are precepts, 
which even as dictated by natursd reason, 
jdiilo^ophers do much inouloate. 

This excludeth all reMlious insurrec- 
tion, and swellings of mind against Provi- 
dence, such as argue that we dislike God's 
government ; that, were we able, we should 
stru^le w itb (^d's will ; that we gladly 
would shake off his yoke; all such ill re- 
sentment and repiiunj^ at our lot, wluch 
maketh God's hand grievous, and his yoke 
uneasy to us ; such affections as the Wise 
Man touchtth, wiiouhe saith, The foolish- 
ness of man fterverieth his way^ asitd his heart 
fretteih againsi the J^rd,^ 

2. We should beai^ all things with steady 
calmness and < ompoM^ncss of mind, sup- 
pressing or quelling those tumults, thoiw* 
8torm<‘. those excesses of tmssjon, which 
the sense of things disgustfm is apt to ex- 
cite; such as are immodei'ate grief, fierce 
anger, irksome despair, and the like. No 
adversity should so inifHo om minds, as to 
deft at or pervert the use of our reason, 
ho as to hinder us from perceiving or per- 
forming what hccoincth Uh, so as to engage 
us into any iiTCgular or unseemly mdia- 
viour.f 

3 . We should indeed bear the worst events 

with an that is, with a hweet and 

* 1 1 ritbrn vmirti ytnrtv 
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cheerful dhqpositioB of mind, so as not to 
be put out of humour; not to be dejected 
or quite discouraged not to fall 

into ihat heaviness^ wbm, as the Wise Man 
saith, maketh the hecai of man to stoop;* 
but rather finding delight and complaoenee 
in ^em, as considering whence they come, 
whither they aim and tend: such was the 
disposition and demeanour of the apostles 
and primitive good Christians in the midst 
of their most grievous adversities and suf- 
ferings ;t they rj/ofeerf, fiec. they did take 
joyfmy the s^Ung of their goods ^ they did 
account it ail joy when they fell into diners 
trilmlatums ; they were, m Ail T% 

as grieved^ hut always rejoicing;* 
their state was grievous, but their heart 
was constantly cheerful. Such a constant 
frame of mind wc should maintain, so con- 
tinually prepared we should he against all 
contingencies, that uotlung should happt^n 
amiss to us, so as deeply to aficet os, or to 
unsettle us in our hmnoiur ; that every tiling 
from God's hand bhould he acceptable ; tliat 
110 sadness may seize on us, st least that 
we do not indulge or cheri.sh it; that in 
nowive wc suflbr any regret to quench that 
spiritual comfort and joy iu God, which 
hecomth the upright^ as the Psalmist baith 
and which we are so often eigoined perpe- 
tually to maiiitoin, as in all cases, so parti- 
cularly under afflictions and tri^.^ We 
cannot indeed hardly bo content, if we arc 
not cheerful ; for it is hard to be altoj^etber 
on the suffering and bearing hand, vritbout 
any pleasure: the mind can hardly stend 
in a poist», so as neither to sorrow nor joy *» 
we cannot digest adversity, if we do not 
relish it ; we sliall not submit to it as his 
w ill, if we do not take it for an argument 
of his love; I (saitli St. Paul) h(tve 

a liMng or pleasure in wfirmitieSy m re- 
proaches^ in nece^ities^ in persecutions^ in 
tHhtresses Jor Christ s sake: for when I am 
tceak^ then lam strong,^ 

4 . We should with fluth and hope rely 
and wait on God for the removal or case- 
ment of our afflictions; or, however, wo 
should confide in him for gra4‘tj, and strengtii 
to support them well ; as our Saviour <uaI, 
when he prayed, Father^ if thou he willing^ 
remove this cup; as they did in the prophet, 
who said, In the way of thy judgments^ O 
JLord^ we have waited on thee ^ according to 
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that rule In the Lamentations, // vt good 
that a man skould both Aope, and amt 
quMy for the takatim oftw Zord:^ and 
those precepts in the Psalms, Rest in the 
Lord^ andutaitmtierUiy/orhim: wait upon 
the Zordy be of good courage^ and he shall 
strengthen thine heart' 

W« should in any case he ready with the 
holy Psalmist thus to interr^ate and bu&- 
tain ourselves: Why art thou cast downy O 
my souly why art thu so disquieted within 
me f Hope thou in God; for 1 shall yet 
praise himyfur the help of hU comdenanccJ 
Remembering and considering, that (as 
we are expressl^r taught in scripture, and 
as all our religion doth clearly supponso) 
God hmyweth to rescue the godly out of tru 
hulation* (he knoweth the proper suabon, 
when it is fit to do it ;) that he is faUhfuly 
and will not suffer us to be tempted above 
what we are able; hut will with the temp^ 
tation also make a way to escapcy that we 
may he able to bear it ; ' reflecting, 1 say, 
on these certain points of Christian truth, 
we should never sorrow as time who are 


sccurbutic distempers), are rules prescribed 
to %s in such cases we do then indeed 
need a firm and robust constitution of soul,* 
we should then bear up most resolutely and 
stoutly: the enenura^ment of Moses to 
the people, entering upon battle, may well 
be acoonuuodated to us, in regard to our 
conflict with adversiticb: Let not your 
hearts fainty fear not and do not tremhky 
neither he ye terrified because ofihem^ 
fl. We should not be weary of our con- 
dition, or have irksome loitjringb for alte- 
ration ; but, with a quiet indifierenoy and 
willingness of mind, lie under it during 
God’s pleasure; according to the Wibe 
Man’b ^>ice, My sotty despise not the elms'- 
toning of the J^ordy nevthef be u^ary of his 
correction;^ and that of the apostle, en- 
forced by our Lord’s example, Consider 
him that endured such contradicthn of sin- 
ners against himself y lest ye he wearied and 
faint in your minds*^ We should not think 
God slow, or his time long and tedious, as 
if he were forgetful of m, or backu ard to 
succour Ub; as tho Psalmiat u as inclined 


without hojw;^ we should never despair of 
a good riddance from our adversity, when 
it shall be s^^asonable or beneficial for us ; 
we should always be assured of a comfort- 
able support tmder it, which ib usually bet- 
ter than deliverance from it ; ® our minds 
should never sink into despondency or dis- 
consolateuess : that this is practicable in 
the worst cose, we have conspicuous in- 
stances to assure us; it hath b^en the 
practice of most illustrious and excellent 
persons, particularly of the holy apostles ; 
never was any condition, in outward re- 
b^ects and appearance, more forlorn and 
dismal than was theirs ; yet it nowise be- 
reaved them of hope w courage: We (they 
could bay) are troubled on every sidcy yet 
not distressed; we are perpleredy but not in 
despair ; persecutedy but not forsaken ; cast 
downy hut not destroyed.^ 

6. We should Indeed not so much as 
faint or languish in our minds upon any 
such occasion ; no adverbity should impair 
the forces of our reason or our spirit; 
should enervate our courage, or slacken 
our industry; should rent&r us sick, or 
weak in heart ; for, If (saith the Wise 
Man) thou faint in the day of adversity y thy 
strength is small (it is tlm sign of an infirm 
mind), and, not to falter or de- 

cay, UxvteSai, not to be (Hssolvedy or 
disjointed, in our souls (as the body is in 

^ lAin ill. 2C. *JPsal. xxxvH 7; *»vU. 14; \1 1 ; 
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to do, uheii in the day of trouble be brake 
forth into these conceits and expreshioDM : 
Will the Lord cast off for every and will he 
be favourable m mitre i Is his men y clean 
gone for ever y doth his promise foil Jor ever- 
more 7 Hath God forgotten to be gracious r 
hath he in anger shut up his tender werdfs ^ » 
Thus he in a sad mood was mit to think 
and speak ; but, recollecting himself, ho 
perceivod it was his error, and confessed 
it was his fault thus to imagine, I saidy it 
um mine infirmity; and itivilJ be ouis like- 
wise, if we entertain such con<‘eption» and 
rebcntments ; we should with the same 
mind endure our present state, as we do 
pass through a hard winter, or a time of 
foul w^eathcr, taking it for seasonable and 
fit, because tlie wise Author of nature hath 
so appointed and ordered it. 

7. We should by adverse acKiidenls be 
rendered lowly in our own eyes, and sober 
in our conceits of (»ursclveb; meek and 
gentle, tender and pluvhle in oui* tein|)er 
and frame of spirit; sensible of our un- 
worthiness and meanness, of our natural 
frailty, penury, and misery, of our actual 
<iifeiiceb and miscarriages ; deeply affected 
in regard to the awful majesty and power, 
to the perfect hotincss and strict justice of 
God ; uiey sKould quell our haughty stomach 
they should supple our stiff wilfuiness, they 
should soften our hard hearts, they should 
mitigate our peevish humoui*s: to eff(‘ct 

* - - mine animn opu« inU nuno pectoreanuo. 
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thosf' things, is usually the design of sueh 
accidents, and it is ever the neat fruit of 
them: this is thatinhich St. Peter adnseth 
to, wiieu he saith, Be kxtmhUd mder ih 
mighty hmid of u^hioh God ap- 

proveth, and cnoonrnj^th with a gracious 
j»r4imiso, when he saith, To this matt wiU 
J hoky even to him that u of a poor and 
rontrite spirit y and trmhM at my watd:^ 
this dispdsition is an inseparable adherent 
to contentedness ; he that hath not hi» spirit 
thus broken, or inollilied, will har<ny bo 
content in any state; he that is haughty 
in conceit, anti sturdy in hmnour, will every 
where tind that which will cross and dis- 
turb him. 

8. It is required that wo should, not- 
withstanding any meanne&s, any hardness 
of our Condi thm, l>c meekly and kindly af- 
fected toward others, hong satisfied and 
j»hased uith their more prospei’ous state.* 
We should not be angry with the world, 
hecause we do not thri\e or fiourish in it; 
we shoald not be sullen or peovisli toward 
any man, because his fortune is belter tlmn 
tmrs ; we should not repine or gi*ndge at 
the good success of any of our hrethreu, 
because we want the like ourselves; m 
should rather rejoU*e mth those that rejowe;^ 
innoreiitly filching some pleasure from 
th(‘in, 01 borrowing some satisfaction from 
their enjo\tm‘iit‘^. It is human thus to do, 
hecause of the natural (*c^ation and friend- 
ship of men ; it i‘ mor*‘ especially ( ItrisiwAy 
bt^cause of our spiritual consanguinity ; by 
virtue whereof we are so knit together, 
and made mnuhers each to other^ that, if 
C«vs l*aul tt*lleth us) one member suffer y 
all the numbers suffer iiith Hi and if one 
wemlur behomuredy ail the members should 
7e^otca with it:'^ W4» can hardly be content 
witliout thus appropriating the goods, and 
sharing in the delights of otliers ; he can 
never be ciuilent, who looketh with aHenil 
eye upon other men’s prosperity ♦ he cannot 
tlo well himself, wlui loveth not to see his 
iH ij^hbour di) well ; numberless o<*casions 
w ill happen to ^liscompose and rex him. 

Adversity impatiently borne is apt to 
S4)ur OUT spirits, and render us froward to- 
ward men; especially w lien it proceedeth 
from the unkindness, ingratitude, or troa^ 
vhery of friends, or of persons obliged to 
us for our good-will, or for hcjicfils done 
to them; but nothing should render us un- 
kindly difipohed tow'ai’d the world, nothing 

* Tta plcruniqvtf contlnglt, ut dum attquos fr&fcr^s 
iiostroti In quautnJacitnqiU) r«quU> connUtutos in me- 
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should extinguish charity in us toward 
any man; so plain reason toariieth us, m 
great examples enforce: Moses did mat 
iMse hi$ affection towards his countrymen, 
In^cattsc he was by one of them threatened 
away into banisKxnent and vagrancy; the 
apostles became not disaffected to the 
world, hecause it misused and persecuted 
them; our Lord did continue most earnest- 
ly to desire, and laboriously to endeavour 
the good of those who most despttefully 
used him: like theirs, in alt ca<«eb, shoulii 
our disposition be; we slimild evcrobser>e 
the Psmmist’s advice, Cease from anger ^ 
forsake urathy fret not thyself in anywise 
to do ew7,“ 

9. Again : Contentednes^i doth imply a 
freedom from all solicitude and anxit^ty of 
mind, in reference to provision for our 
needs, and com eniences of life ; according 
to those rules and precepts of tasitng ovr 
burden and care vjKtn the Lofdy of being 
careful for nothingy but commending our 
affaiH to Gods ordering;** according to 
Inotmost comfortable precept of our Lord, 
Take no emr, sayingy What shall toe eat if 
OTy What shall we drink 9 or, Koto shall we 
be clothed i for your heavenly Father 1moU>- 
Pth tliot ye want all these things.^ If we 
do not thus, it is hardly possible tliat we 
should he content ; if we do not dcfieud 
upon Providence, we cannot escape Wing 
often distracted with care, and pcTplexed 
with fe^r; w^e cannot cheerfully hope ft»r 
any Ihuig we need, nor be quietly secure 
of any thing we possess. 

10. It requireth also that w^e should curb 
our desires, and c-onfine them in tlie nor- 
row^^bt bound'4 we can ; so as not to affect 
more in quantity, or better in ijualhy, than 
our nal ure and state do reqmre : f if we 
must Inive supertiuities, if we can only re. 
Jisb dainties, wc shall never be pleased; for 
as nature hath limits, ami is content with 
little ; as there js no state in tliis world, 
the (‘xigencos whereof may not l>e answered 
with a competence ; so curiosity is an in- 
finite and insatiable thing : He that loveth 
pleasure shall be a poor man ; he that loveth 
wine anti oil shall not be rick that is, be 
whicli is curious and nice in his desires 
wrill never have enough:! tlic rule which, 
according to St. Paul, should regulate our 
desires, is this: Having food and raiminty 
let us with them be satifed.* if tins will 
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flsvtitfy us, we may easily obtain sattsiao* 
tion:* a mfxlorato industry, with God's 
blessing, will procure so much ; God hath 
promiM>d to bestow it; if this will not suf- 
fice, there is no sure way of getting or 
keepit^ more: as God is nowise obliged 
to provide us superfiuities^ or concerned to 
relieve our extrav^ani loimugs; so we 
may fear that Providence will be ready to 
cross us in out cares and endeavours tend- 
ing to those purposes ; so that we shall bo 
di<^appointed in the procurement, or dis- 
turbed in tho fruition of such needless 
thing<(. However, he that is most scant in 
his desires, is likely to be most content in 
his mind: He (as Socrates said) u nearest 
the gods (who need nothing) that needeth 
femst things,^ 

In fine, contontedness doth import, that, 
whatever our condition is, our minds and 
affections should be modelled and squared 
just according to it; so that our inclina- 
lKm-» be compliant, our desires be congru- 
ous thereto; so that easily w'e can comport 
with the inconveniences, can relish the com- 
forts, can improve the advances sticking 
thereto; otherwise, Kke an ill - made ga?- 
ment, it will sit unhandsome upon us, and 
be troublesome to us. It is not usually 
our condition itself, but the unsuitablcncss 
thereof to our disposition and desires (which 
soureth all its sweets, and rendereth its 
advantages firoitless), that createth discon- 
tent ; ior, although it be very mean, others 
bear the same cheerfully ; many sfould be 
glad thereof: if therefore we will be con- 
tent, wc must bend our inclinalions, and 
adapt our desires to a correspondence with 
our state. 

If we are rich, we should got a large 
and bountiful heart, otlicrwise our wealth 
will hang loose nb(mt us; tlie care and 
trouble in keeping it, the suspicion and 
fear of lo‘^ing it, the desire of amplifying 
it, the unwillingness to spend nv use it, will 
bcj-eavo us of ail true sallisfaction thcp-in, 
and render it no less unsavoury to us, tlian 
unprofitable to others. 

If wo are poor, we should have a frugal, 
provident, indiwfrhius mind,^ sparing in 
desires, free from curiosity, willing to take 
pains, able to digest hardships ; other wibc 
the straituosb of our condition will lunch 
and gall us. 

Are we high in dignrty or repnlatiou? we' 
tii< n need a mind well ballasted with sober 
thoughts, otherwise the wind of vanity will 
drive us into absurd behaviours, tbc‘noe will 
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dash us upon disappointments, and conse- 
quently will plunge us into vexation and 
discontent. 

Arc we mean and low? we need a meek 
and lowly, a calm and steady spirit ; not 
affecting little respects, or resenting the 
want of them ; apt to pass over or to beai* 
quietly petty fdfronts and n^leets ; not apt 
to be moved by words signifying contempt 
or disdain; else (being fretted with such 
tilings, which in this ill-natured aud hard- 
hearted world wc may be sure often to meet 
with) we shall be uneasy in our mmds, and 
impatiently wish a change of our state. 

These, and the like dispositions and af- 
fectionb of soul, this duty containtdh or 
requireth; from hence should arise a C(»r- 
respondent external demeanour, and sucli 
actions as these which follow:— 

1, We should restrain our toi^ies from 
all unseemly and unsavoury expressions, 
implying dissatisfaction in God's proceed- 
ings, or displeasure at his providence; ai - 
guiug desperation or distrust in God; smh 
as were those of the di‘'Contentod and im- 
patient Israelites : The^ (saith the Psalmist) 
smhe agamt God; they mid^ Corn Goa 
famish a table In the wilaemess f Behold^ 
he smote the roch^ that the waters gashed 
out^ astd the streams aemfUmed , van he giee 
brmi also^ can he promde flesh for his peo- 
ple Such as they used, of whom the pro- 
phet saith, Wheft they shall be hungry^ they 
will fret themselves^ and corse their King 
and tfuir God;^ as those in the Ai)oca]^p.sc, 
who, being afflicted with deserved judg- 
ments, dm blaspheme the name of GW, 
which had power over those rdagueh — blas- 
phemed the God of heaven^ vecawse of their 
pains and their sores, Into sucli profane 
enormities of lang^ge is discontent apt to 
br( ak forth, questioning tho power of God, 
or his wilUnmiess to succour us ; venting 
wrath and displeasure toward him; chai- 
ging him foolishly with injustice, or with 
uukindness, t»r with noghgcncc, or with 
impotency ; the ab'-taining from wliich 
behaviour, under tlic sense of his bitter 
calamities, is a great commendation of Job: 
In aB this (it is said) M sinned fwty nei- 
ther charged God foolishly, % 

2. We should indeed forbear any the 
least complaint or murmuring, in ngaid 
to the dispensations of Pi evidence; oruj>- 
on dissatisfaction in th(' state allotted u*): 

Jude saith, that God in the Ust day 
itsiU cfcwae, to creente judgment^ and to i on- 
vince man of all fheu hard speeches^ which 
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un^dly sinners have spoken against him: 
these (Hubjoinoth ho) are 

murmurers^ that complain of their 
htf* Hliich 5dgnifipth the hemou&Tiess wid 
extmiip daiigcTOQsness of this practice. 
WJterefore doth the living man cmpkcki 9 
is the prophet’s question, implying it to be 
an unreasonable and blameablo practice. 
Whtjrefore the advice of David is good; 
to suppress all complaint, to be still and 
silent in such cases: sft7/ (gaith he) and 

know that J am God ; and, He sUeni to the 
Lard ;* the which precepts hi<i practice may 
seem well to interpret and back : 1 was 
(saith he) dumb ; t opened not my mouthy 
because it was thy doitg and accordingly 
Job, Behold (said he, after having con* 
sidc‘r*‘d all the reasons he could imagine of 
(ilod’s proceedinjE^s;, / am vile; what sltall 
J atisfcer thee 9 I will lay my hand upon my 
unouth,* And thus our Saviour, when he 
was oppressed and afflicted^ opened not Ms 
imyuih.'^ 

th Y'^a, it is our duty, in these cases, to 
spen<l our breath in declaring our satisfac- 
tion in (iud\s dealing witli us;t acknow- 
ledging his wi'^dom, justice, and goodness 
therein; blessing anil prm^ing him for all 
that hath befallen us ; each of us confe^is- 
ing after David, I know^ O Lord, that thy 
judgments are rights and that thou infailM 
fulness hast ajfflicted me:^ imitating Job, 
who, upon the loss of all his goods* did say 
no more tliaai this; The Lfxrd gfwe^ and 
the Lord hath taken away; blessed he the 
name of the Lord,^ 

4. V[%> should abstain from all irregular, 
unlawful, and unworthy courses towai'ii 
the reixmval or remedy of our needs or 
cTos.seH, choosing rather to abide quietly 
nn<ler their pressure, than by any unwiu*- 
rantablo means ai relieve or relax our- 
selves ; rather bearing patiently tluui v io- 
lently, like those in the prophet, breaking 
our yoke and bursting our bands. Take 
heed^ regard not iniquity; for this hast thou 
chosen rather than We should 

rather continue poor, than by cozenage or 
rajiine endeavour to rai«» uur fortune ; wo 
should rather lie under disCTa<‘o and con- 
tempt, than by sinful or sordid compliances 
sti-ivo to acquire the rt'spect and fav«mr of 
men; vpe should ratJunr willingly reKst in 
the lowest condiiion, than do as those who, 

yiir^rxuv itfft >r630M^»f. u^»iSi^u4v»f itvlfSf —Od. E. 
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by disturbing the worlds by fomenting dis- 
orders and factions, by supplanting their 
neighbour’s welfare, by venting awtidera 
and detractions, do labour to amplh^thair 
estate: wo should rather emUire any in* 
Convenience or distress, than have rocourite 
to ways of evading them disallowed by God, 
doing a^ the Jews did, who in their straits, 

r ' I'll the declared pleasure of God, set 
faces toward Bgypt^ strengthened 
themehesin the strength of Pharaoh^ trust- 
ed in the staff of that broken reed,’* In 
neglout or dimdence toward God, to em- 
brace such aids is, as God iu the prophet 
declareth, a veyy blameablo and mis<*hie- 
votts fiilW: £phram (mth he) is like a silly 
docewlthtiut heart; theycaU to Egypt y they 
go iff Assyria , — Woe unto themy fur they 
haste fled from me; destruction unto themy 
because they have transgressed against meJ 
We may consider how St, Paul reprovoth 
the Corinthians for seeking a redress of 
wrong, scandalous and dibhonourahle to 
the church : Nou\ thereforey it is utterly a 
fault among you, that ye go to law me with 
another; Why do ye not rather fake wrong f 
why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to he 
defrauded 9^ Even to right ourselves in a 
way whereby any dishonour may come to 
Gud, or flamage to his church, is not to ho 
approved ; anti better it is, in the apostle's 
judgment, to hear any injury or damage 
DUTbelves: Better it is, saitli St. Peter, If 
the will of God besOy that stiffer for well 

doing y than to do ill. And, Let them who 
sufftr ficcordityt to the uill of Gody conmit 
the keeping of their souk to him in well do- 
iiigy as unto a faithful Creator y^ is another 
wholesome a<lvi(4 of tliat great apobUe. 

r>. We ahfmld, notwithstanding any ad- 
versit} , proceed in our affairs (such as God 
requireth, or reason putteth us upon) with 
alai'rity, courage, and industry ; perform- 
ing, however, so far as cAir cmcumstaiicea 
do permil, what is good and fit for us: 
no uisapjvdntmeni or cro.ss, no straits or 
^ievaneos of condition, should render us 
lislleas or lazy, but rather it should quick- 
en and indaine our activity ; this being a 
good way to divert un from the sense of our 
miaforiuiicb, and to comfort us under their 
preshure; as also the rca<licst way to re- 
move or to abate them, r« d to 
order the present «•< //, whatever it be ;% to 
make the best of a bod matter, to march 
forward whither reason calls, how dtfh- 
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cuUly soover, or slowly it be, in a rcmgh or 
flirty way ; not to yield to difflcuitios, but 
3'esoluto]> to encounter them, to struggle 
lustily with them, to endeavour with all 
our might to surmount them;* are acts 
worthy of a matily reason and courage ; to 
direct* ill accidents to good end«H, and im- 
{>rove them to honest uses, is the work of 
a noble \drtue. If a bad game be dealt 
us, we should not presently throw up, but 
pUy it out so well as we can ; so perhaps 
wo may save somewhat, we shall at least be 
busy till a l)ettcr come. Fut thy tru^ in the 
Zord^ and be doirtfi^ good is the PsaJinist’s 
advice in such a case ; and it Is a practice 
necessary to the procuring and maintaining 
content; if we be not otherwise well em- 
ployed, wo .shall be apt, in our thoughts, 
to melancholizc, and dote upon our mis- 
chances ; the sense of them will fasten upon 
our spirits, and gnaw oui‘ hearts. 

(). We should behave ourfcelves fairly and 
kindly toward the instruments and abettors 
of our adversity ; toward those who brought 
ub into it, and those who detain us under 
it, by keeping off relief, and those who fur- 
beo V to ailord the succour wc might expect ; 
forbearing to express any wrath or displea- 
sure, to exercise any revenge or emnity 
toward tliem; but rather, even upon that 
score, bearing good-will, and expressing 
kindness toward them; not only as to our 
brethren, whom, according to the general 
law of charity, we are bound to love*, but 
as to the servants of God in this particular 
case, and the instrunkcnta of his pkoKsure 
toward us; considering, that by malign- 
ing or moh‘sling them, we do express ill 
resditnu nts of Gorfs dt‘aling with uo, and, 
in -etfect, through their sides, do wound 
his providence: thus did the good king be- 
have himself toward Shitnei, when he W'as 
bitterly reproached and curst d by him ; not 
suffering (upon this account, because he 
was God's iiibtruraeni of aillieting himself) 
that any harm should bo done unto him: 
thus the holy aiiostlos being reoiled^ did 
hhhh} bntg defamed^ did entreat, tlius 
our Lord demeaned himsedf toward his 
.spiteful adversaries; who, when he was re- 
vtled^ did not revile again; when he Bujfeted^ 
he did not threaten; but commuted it to him 
that judgetk righteously J In all these oases 
we shoidd at least observe the rules and 
advices of the Wise Man : Say not, I will 
do so to him as he hath dene to me, I will 
render to the man according to hu work; 
s*(y thou not, I will recompense evil; but 
ivuii on the Lord, and he shall sane thee,^ 

** Tu Ilf c (tAp sed contra audentior ito 
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Disoontent usually cfflOMuteth not so much 
in displeasure for the things we softer, as 
at the personH who bring them on us, or 
who do not help to rid u» from tliem ; it is 
their presumed injury or discourtesy which 
we do fret at : such passions, therefore, to- 
ward men, being discarded, our evils pre- 
sently w ill become supportable, and content 
easily will ensue. As men in any sickness 
or pain, if their friends are about them, 
affording comfort or assistance, do not seem 
to feel any thing, and forbear complaining ; 
so, if the world about us doth please us, if 
wc bear no disaffection or grudge toward 
any person in view, our adversity will au- 
ear less grievous ; it will indeed commoiily 
e scarce sen*oible to us. 

In these and such lik(> acts the dutv and 
virtue of oonteutedness doth especially ro- 
.side ; or it is employed and exercised by 
them: and so much may sufBee f<»r the 
cxplieatiou of its nature. 1 come now to 
consider the way of attaining it, intimated 
by St. Paul here, when ho soith, i hook 
learned, / 


SERMON XXXVIII. 

OF CONTENTMLNT. 

Phil. iv. 11. — I have learned, &c. 

Thesc words signify how contcniedness 
may be attained, or how it is produced: it 
14 uot an endow'ment innate to us ; it doth 
not arrive by chance into us ; it is not tu 
be purchased by any price; it springeth 
not up of itself, nor ariscth from the qua- 
lity of any state ; but it is a product of 
discipline ; / have learned. 

It is a question debated in Plato, u 
TflK H ager»j, whether virtue he to be Uumed; 
St. Paul plainly resolveth it in this case by 
lus own experience and testimony. What 
Seneca saith in general of virtue (Nature 
givetk not virtue; it u an art to become 
goudi) IS most true of this virtue ; it is an 
art, with which we ore uot born, no more 
than with any other art or science; the 
which, as other arts, (‘annnt be acquired 
without studious application of mind, and 
industrious exercise : no art indeed r<«. 
quireth more hard study and pain toward 
the oequiry of it, there being so many 
difUcvdtios, so numy obstacles in the way 
thereto: we have no great eu parity, no 
towardly disposition to learn it ; we must, 
in doing it, deny our carnal sense, we must 
settle oiH* wild fancy, and suppress fond 

t Non dat natuTE virtutem, am est bonum Am -- 
Skn Ap bO 
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concuifs ; we mubt bend ouv stiif and stub- 
born inclinations ; we must repress and 
r(*strain wanton dosircb ; we most allay and 
btilJ tumultuouLs pjWbioMS ; we must cross 
our humour and curb omr tomper: wliich 
to do is a hard chapter to learn ; much con- 
sideration, niiich practice, much conten- 
tioTi and diligence, are required thereto. 

Hence it is an art which we may observe 
few do inucli study ; and of the students 
th( rein, ft w are great proficients ; so that, 
Meia’iuibi iloi‘JM*e’bqueb1it>n, Horn 
toinis it to th*it nohofly liveth conicni 
ni*h, the tot asugned hj God*^ wauled nut 
fruft'n*ieut ground. 

However, it is not, like the quadratiu*e 
of the <ircl(', or the philosopher’s stone, 
an art iinpo'*siblc to be learned, and which 
will baihe all study: there are oxainplcd, 
which show it to be obtainable ; there are 
lulcb and precepts, by observing which we 
may arrive to it. 

And it is ctTtainly a most excellent piece 
of l(‘arnijig; moM deserving our earnest 
stud} : no otlicr science wdl yield so great 
saiiMf«K‘tion, oi good use ; all other scieuecs, 
in eouipaiison tlicr* to, are dry and fruit- 
less curiobitKs; for were we masters of all 
other knowledge, yet wanted the skill of 
being lontent, W€‘ should not bo wdse or 
happ} ; haiipiiiess and diseoutciit are 
T«Ta (things iiicoiiipatibU .) 

lint how then nuiy tliis skill be learned? 
I ansswer, ohi« fiy (divine grace eoncurring) 
by tliese three ways: 1. Hy understanding 
the rules and precepts, wherein the prac- 
tite thereof eonsisteth. 2. I5y diligent ex- 
cr(is(‘, or applieutiou of those rules to 
practice; where hy the habit will be pro- 
duced. i‘l. By seiiously <onsuiering, and 
impressing upon our minds those rational 
indues uients (sugg( sted by the nature and 
reason id’thums) which are apt to persuade 
the proc’tiee tl»er(‘of. The Jini way I have 
already eiideav onred to declare ; the second 
wholly depend! Ih upon the will and endea- 
vour of the karner; the thud 1 -hall now 
insist upon, ]>i cqKuiiidiug some rational 
considerations, apt, h} God’s help, to [mt- 
suade continb dness, and serving to cure 
the malady of discontent. The} may be 
draw'n from several hi'iwls: from (iod, from 
cmvselves, from our pai‘li(‘ulai tonditioii 
t»r state ; from the world, or gi*ner.d state 
of men liere ; from the particular slate of 
otlier men in comparison to ours; from 
the nature and consequences of the duty 
itsflf ; everything about us, well examined 
and pondered, will minister .somewhat in- 
due mg and assisting thereto. 

J . In regard to God we mav conadci , 
\oju. 1. 


that equity doth exact, and gratitude fe- 
quircth, and all reason dictateth, Uiat wtf 
should h(* content ; * or that, in l^ing dis- 
contented, we behave ourselves very unbe- 
seemingly and unworthily; are very unjust, 
very iugrateful, and very foolish toward 
him. 

1. Equity doth exact this duty of us, and 
in performing it we act justly toward God, 
both admitthig his due right, and acknow- 
ledging his good exercise thereof; that 
faying m the gospel, h tt not lawful for rne 
to do uduit I wtU with mine own ^ a most 
evidtmt maxim of eijuit}: it i^, tlierelore, 
the iiat4»ral right and prerogalivi of (Jod,. 
as the Creati»r and Preserver, and conse- 
quently the absolute Lord, Owner, aud 
Governor of ail things, to assign his sta* 
lion, and allot his portion to every person, 
as he judgeth good and convenient ; it is 
most just tliat inviolably he should enjoy 
this right ; he being also infinitely wise and 
good, it Is Jikeviise most just to acknow- 
ledge that he doth perfectly well manage 
this right. Now, by contentful subinissiott 
to God’s disposal of tilings, we do worthily 
express ouv due regard to both those, avow- 
ing his right, and approving his exerciso 
thereof ; but by discontent and regret at 
what happeneth, w e do in effect injure God 
iu both those respects, disavowing his right, 
and impeaching his management. Wc do 
tliorcby so renounce his right, as (so far as 
conceit and wish do reach) to invade it, 
and usurp it to ourselves; signifying, that 
in our opinion things ought not to be or- 
dered aeeonlhig to his judgment and plea- 
sure, but after our fancy and humour; we 
claim to ourselves the privilege of control- 
ling hiv estate, and dispensing his goods, 
so as to be our own carvers, and to assume 
to ourselvts so much as we think good; we 
imply, that, if we were able, we would 
extort the pow er out of his kinds, and ma.- 
nage it ourselves, modelling the world ac- 
cording to our conceits and desires. 

We do also (since we cannot but per- 
ceive the other attempt of disjiossessing 
God to befiivolous and fruitlesb) in effect 
charge God wdth misdemeanour, with ini- 
quity or infirmity in his distcibution and 
disposal of things;* intimating, that in 
our opinion he doth not order them so 
justly or so w iselv as might he (not so well 
as we in our wisdom and lustice should 
order tJiem;) for did we ^-onceivc thorn 
managed for the best, wo could not but 
judge it mo’^t unreasonable 1 o be aggrieve d, 

* Mull in tiivoni miunB atl^crsus hoiuui«i. advtfrtu* 
l)cuB uta meiu - Ip 96 
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or to complain ; so heinously in«<olent and 
unjust are m m being discontent. In ear- 
nest, which is most equal, that God should 
have his will, or we ? For shame we sliall 
say, God: why then do wo not contentedly 
let him have it? 

It is indeed, if we consider it, the highest 
pioc'c of ii^ustice that we can bo j^uilty of, 
exceeding that which we comnut in any 
other sort of disobedience. For as in any 
state, seditious mutinying is the ^catest 
crime, as most directly violating Sie ma- 
jesty, and subverting the authority of the 
prined; so in the world, none iiuiy be sup- 
posed more to o£r<md and w rung its sove- 
reign Governor, than such malccontents, 
who ilislike and Idame his proceedings: 
even a heatlu ii < ould tt ach us, that it is 
our duty to tiubjett our mind to him that 
admimst€n4h all thiiifts^ as good citizens to 
the law of the vonntumwealth ; * if we do 
not, wc are rebtllioas and seditious, which 
is tlie highest pitch of ii\justi('e toward our 
most gracious Sovereign. 

Again, there can be no greater injury 
or aflront oft t red to God, than to gloe him 
the by questioning bis veracity or fi- 
delity. This discontent plainly doth iii- 
volvo: for God hath expressly declared 
himself read} upon iiil <tccasiou£> to do us 
good ; he hath promised to care for and 
iteofr to forsake or leave us destitute; 

which woid of his, if we did not distrust, 
and take hini ^o be unfaithful, we could 
md be discontent: as no man is displeased 
with bia condition, or suspicious of want, 
wh(»knovve1h that he hath iihuiulaiit supply 
of all ho can need in a sure pl«n e ; that he 
luith a person most able, most willing, most 
faithful, engagfd to sutTour him: so, did 
wc believe God to be true, v\bo Lath pro- 
mised to help u.s, we eoahl not bo di-scon- 
leiited iV>r Itar of any want. 

Wc must at least, in so doing, su-pect 
God to be deticient in goodness toWcU’d os, 
or unwilling to h(dp ns ; or we must appre- 
hend him iinjxitent, amt unable to p* rJbrm 
w hat he would, and w hat he hath jtruinised 
for us ^like tlioae uifideU, who said, (hn 
(Hod furnish a table in the wilderness f van 
he give bread aUo^ tan he provide flesh for 
his people t^) w hieh conceits of God are also 
very unwortliy, and injurious to him. 

2. Gratitude requircth of us this duty : 
for we having no right or title to anything; 
all that we have coming from God’s pure 
bounty ; he having upon us all (whatever 
our condition ctunparatively is, or may 
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seem to us) freely conferred many great 
bt'iiefits, common to all men among us 
(our being, life, reason, capacity of eternal 
happiness, manifold spiritual blessings, in- 
cumpai-ably preeioiis and e\oellcnt), we in 
all reason should be thankful for tlnse, 
without craving more, or complaining f(u* 
the want of other thing^.f whereas also 
all events, how crciss stiever to our sensual 
conceits or appetites, are by (iod designed 
and dispensed for our good, gratitude re- 
quireth that we sh(»ulJ lliank God for them, 
and not murmur against them. 

Sui'cly if, instead of rendering God 
thanks for all the excellent gifts which he 
most liberally (without any previous obli- 
gation to ns, or desert of ours) Iiath be- 
stowed on us, and continnetli to bestow, 
we fret, and quarrel, that he doth not in 
smaller matters sef*m to cocker us, w^o are 
extremely ingi*atefal and disiiigenuctus to- 
w ard him. If any great person lierc should 
freely bestow on us gifts of huge value 
(high preferment or much wealth), but 
with good reason, as we might jire^ame, 
shtmld withhold from us some ti ide, that 
we fan(‘y or dote on, should we not be very 
unworthy, if we sljould take it ill and bo 
angry with him for that cause? Tlie (jst is 
plainly the same: God hath in the frankest 
manner bestowed <»n us innumerabh and 
inestiiuahlo goods, in etmiparison where- 
to any comfort or eori\eni(n<*e of our state 
here is very trivial and despicable : are w e 
not, thereft>re, very ingratoful, if we hei- 
nously reseat the want of any such things? 
if, upon any such account, we disgust his 
I>rovidencc r Do we not deal, U^yond all 
xpjcssion, uiiw(»rthily with God, in so 
much und( rvaiuingtlu goods which he hath 
given u«(, or doth ofter us, an<l hath put in 
our reach? Ho hath made us eapahJe of 
the greatest goods imaginable, and faith- 
fully ujwm easy terms pmflereth them to 
us; he even tenderelh himself (himself, 
the immense and all-comprehcnding good, 
the fountain of jill joy and bliss) to he fully 
enjoyed by us: his wisdtuu ho ofrereth, to 
histruct and guide us; hG power, to pro- 
tect and guard us ; his fulness, to supply 
us ; his goodness, to comfort : he offir- 
cth his love and favour to us, in having 
which we virtually and in iflTect have all 
things ; becoming thereby, in the* highest 
di'grec, rich and honourable and happy : 
and is it not then outrageous uuwortlunesa 
to prize any other thing (any petty aoom- 
modation of this transitory life, any pitiful 

f Iniauufl mt qui mun^rts ^ni arhitnum dawti non 
relmqmt, a^idiib qui non luort loco haln t quod ai c<»- 
pit, Bed duuiii quod reddidit, Xc « . ac? 
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tojf lu ri*) fco umch, as lo be disjplcased for 
<ho want thereof; as if all this were not 
euougli to bati^fy our n<*cds, or satiate our 
tlosires; as if, noti^vithstanding all these 
immense eifuhions (yea, as it were profti- 
bions) of bounty upon us, we could be indi- 
^^eiit or uiihap]>y ? S/tali we (to use that 
holy and most ingenuous consideration of 
Job') reenre so murh frmn the hmnU* 
ful hand of (Hod^ and shuU ne not content^ 
edlq recewe or hear i %mall euih frotn him 
EmIs, indeed in iidmc and to gross sense, 
but »iot so in reality, not so in (flVet, at 
J(snt not so in God’s design;* but rather 
thiiiirs very con\eiHont and profitable tor 
iis ; w hich is another aggravation of our 
ingratitude; for 

Are ve not also very ingratcftil in 
misnimrehending and disliking that, which 
fJod (loetli out of very gracious intentions 
t(uvard us; in loathing hib fatherly and 
Iriendly dispensations; the fatherly ehas- 
tibc uients and fricTully disciplines which he 
unw iliingly is foree<l (is. 1 say, forced by his 
own great love, and by «)ur pressing needs) 
lo iiifiul or impose ujion us?t Surely om* 
ill opinion of, or * as the Wise 

Man ealleth it, thesi* unpleasant blessings, 
is no ^mall fault; neither will our not dm- 
t ernliig (<tut of affect (‘d dulness and stupid 
pra\ ity not di ‘Corning) the w isdom of God’s 
iiKlhods, and the wholesomoness of the 
means lie useth lo btUtr us, excuse us 
from foul ingratitude. 

3. Again, ujion many accounts, reason 
furtlur dictateth in respect to God, that 
we ohould U.' content : Ik cause it is most 
reasonable to accpiiesce in God’s choice of 
our state, he being infimtely more wise 
than w e, and infinitely lu-tter understand, 
ing w bat is good for us than we can do ; 
in cause he is well afleetcd to us, and more 
truly lovdh us than we do ourselves be- 
cause he hath a just right, and irresistible 
jjower to dis})ose of us, the which (what- 
(^er we can do, however we restmt it) he 
will efleefually uiako use of; whence it is 
c\treiml\ fooli«h to be discontent: foolish 
if is to he dissatisfied with the ri suits of his 
wisdom, ailhering to our vain iipin*ehen- 
f ions ; foolish to distrust his goodness in 
compliance with our foml selt-love; fool- 
ish to contest his unqueslionabic right and 
uuconti'ullable power, lia\ing nothing but 
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mere iinpotcn(‘y to oppose against them; 
no less than downright madness it is lo tret 
and fume at that w hich we can nowise help, 
to bark at that which lod^cth in heaven so 
far high abo\ e us, to solicit deaf necceasity 
with our ineffectual wailings ;|| for if we 
think that our displeasure will affect God, 
that our ('omplaint^ will incline him to alter 
our^Hwiditiou or comply w ith our wishe.s, we 
doeoiieeit vainly, and without any gi*ound: 
sooner may we. by our imagination, stop 
the tid'"* of the dea, or turn the streams of 
rivers bsu'kw'ard ; sooner, by our cries, may 
we stay the sun, and change all the courses 
of tlie stars, than by our passionate resent- 
ments or nioanful (‘laniours wc can cheek 
the cun eat of affairs, or alter that state 
ot* things which is by God’s high ilecree 
established;^ ditLN«utenled bdia\iour will 
rather fasten our condition, or remove it 
into a worse pld(*e ; as it hig'lily doth ofPend 
God, and increase our guilt, so it inoveth 
G<h! to ('Oiitinue, and to augment our evils. 
Thus lifting up our eyes to heaven, and 
considering the reference our dis[»osit!on 
mid demeanour hath to God, will induce 
us to bear our ease contentedly. 

11. Again, rciiectmg upon ourselves, we 
may observe much reason to be content 
with our state; in whatever capacity we 
look upon ourselves, it m reason beeoincth 
us, we in duty are (hliged to be so.** 
j As mm and creatures, we naturally are 
I indigent and impotent ; we have just 
clan 11 to nny thing', nor any possession main- 
tainable by our pow or ; all that we have, or 
can ha\e, coimth from most pure courtesy 
and bounty ; wdiercfore, how little soever 
is allowed us, we ha\o no wrong done as, 

1 nor can we justly complain thweat: such 
] beggars as we are must not pretend to be 
choosers ; if any thing he given us, we may 
l»e glad, we should be tliankful. It is for 
those who have a right and a power to main- 
tain it, to resent and expostulate if their 
due be withheld: but for us, that never had 
any thing which we could call our own; 
that have no pow er to got or keep any thing; 
for us, that came into the world naked and 
defenceless, that live here in continual, ab- 
solute, and arbitrary dependence for all our 
livelihood and subsistence; to contest with 
him Unit maintaineth us, or to c‘ompiam of 
his dealing, is lidiculously absurd and »ain. 

Upon a moral account we have less rea- 
son to challenge aught, or fo complain of 
any thing; for we deserve nothing IratevU: 
if wc nghtly esteem and value our«ielvcs, 
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any thin^ will seem good enough for us, 
any condition will appear bettor than we 
deserve ; duly examining the imperfections 
and infirmities of our nature, the disorder 
and depravcdnesb of our hearts, the de- 
meanours and enormities of our lives, we 
cannot but apprehend that we are even 
unworthy of the crumlfB which fall from our 
Master's table we cannot but acknowledge 
with the good patriarch, that we are less 
than the least of God's mercies J Consider- 
ing our natural unworthiness, wo shall see 
that we deserve not so much as those com- 
mon benefits which all men enjoy, and 
without which we cannot subsist; so that, 
in regard to them, we shall be ready to ac- 
knowledge with the Psiilinist, Lord^ what 
is mau^ that thou tahesl knowledge of Mm ; 
or the son of man^ that thou maJtest accouTd 
of kml^ Trying our hearts, and examining 
our ways, we shjill soun diseover it to he 
abundimt mercy , that we are not utterly 
depri\ ed of all good things, stript of all com- 
forts, yea, dispossessed of our very being 
and hfe itself ; that we are obliged to ac- 
knowledge, with those in the Lamentations, 
it U of the Lords mercies t/uit v'e are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail voU 
Were we far better than we are, yet it 
would not become us to contest willi him, 
to whose disposal and judgment we are 
subject ; as Job tcacheth us: Behold (saith 
he) QmI takith away, who can hinder him f 
who will say unto Min, What doesf thoa9 If 
he mil not withdraw his anger, the proud* 
helpers do stoop under him. How much less 
shall 1 anstoer him, and choose out my words 
to reason with Mint Whom, tlloa^h Iwere 
righteous f I unmld not answer, hut I would 
make suppVuation to my Judge but fur 
u‘‘, men so unriu'hteous and guilty, to de- 
bate with, to question the prciCHedings of 
.lur Judge, it ia much more unseemly. 

Nothing can be more absurd, than for 
men so deeply indebted, thim for siimcrs so 
A try obnoxious tf) wrath, to be atrgrievHd 
in any state: shall we, who are conscious 
to oursches of so many grejt sins against 
our Cod; who by w ilful transgressions or 
slothful neglects have so much afirf>nted 
and offended him; who lia\c so little re- 
quited his love, and so much abused his 
patience; who ha\o borne so little fruit, 
and rendered him so Httle service ; shall 
we be angi’y that our humour is not pleased 
in all things ? shall we affect to swim in 
plenty, to wallow in pleasure, to bask our- 
solvos iu ease; to be fed wdth dainties, to 
* 
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be gaily clothed, to flourish in a brave and 
splendid condition, to be worshiped and 
honoured; who deserve not the meanest 
competence or lowest respect; to whom it 
is a great favour that we are permitted to 
subsist ; whom strict justice would often 
have cast into utter misery and discunso- 
lateness ? It is not surely tor such persons 
to he dissatisfied with any thing in this 
world, hut to bless God’s exceeding mercy 
that they abide there on tins side of the- 
bottomless pit: it is their part, with most 
submissive patience, to bear whatever is 
inflieted on them, humbly saying with him 
in the prophet, I will bear the indignation 
of the Lord, became I hacc sinned against 
him,° Seeing, whatever oui crosses or suf- 
ferings he, we cannot but confess to Goil, 
with those in IC/ra, Thou hast punished 
ns less than our iniquities deserve kciiig 
gainero upon the matter, having so much 
of t»ur debt I emitted in efteet; being, iu 
(‘omparison to what was due to us, very 
tolerably, veavery favourahlj deah with, 
why shouhi we he dissatisfied? If in such 
cases men should deal so favoui’ably with 
us, we should be iim(*h jdeasid, mid ready 
to thank them; why then should we take 
it ill of (Jod, when he, even in his h.irdt st 
proeeediiigs against us, *'\presseth so muc'ii 
iiidulgonce and mercy ? 

If we must he displciised, and lust to 
coinplain, we have reason much rathir to 
accuse ourselves, than to exclaim at Pro- 
vidence ; to bew'ail our sins, than t(» dt plore 
our fortune: for our evils ju*e not indeed 
so much the voluntary works of God, who 
doth md afflict uillingly, or grace thethild~ 
len of men,^* as the natural products of our 
sins, which vve do wilfully commit :t it is, 
as the prophet speaketh, our sins tliat uith- 
hold good things from and bring evil 
things upon us: fools, because of their 
transgression, and bevaust* of their iniquu 
ties , are ufflu'U dl We make adv c rsit y n(*- 
cessary, or expedient for us, tlu*n we cry 
out upon it: we laliour in planting, but 
cannot brook the fruit of our doings^ we, 
like prodigals, fling away onr estate in wan- 
ton profusions, then complain of want;* 
we affect and choose the causes, but loathe 
and cannot abide the certain consequences ; 
so fond in our conceits, so perverse are w<* 
in om* affections : Wherefore doth the living 
man complain for the punishment of Ms 
sinsi^ so well might the prophet demand 
and expostulate. 

W e may further, looking on ourseh cs, 

t AvtUtteintt 
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coDsidor ourselves as servants to God, or 
rather as .slaves, absolutely subject to his 
disposal ; and shall any servant, shall a mere 
slave, presume to choose his place, or do- 
1 ermine his rank in the family? shall he 
appoint to himself what office he will dis- 
charge, what garb ho shall go in, what diet 
he must luivc> ; what lu* will do, and how 
he shall be accommodated? Is it not tit 
that all thesi' things should be left to our 
Master's discretion and pleasure? It is 
most reasonable that we should thoroughly 
acquiesce in Ins determination: even a pa- 
gan philosopher could teach us that this 
is reason.ihJf , who thus piously dir»‘Ctetli 
his s]»ee(‘h to God: For the reat^ use me to 
what ihoa pleascst, I do consent unto thee^ 
and am iudtffcrent, I refuse nothinss which 
seemeth ^ood to thee. Lead me whither thou 
wdf; put ov me what garment thou pleasest, 
M/7^ thou haoe m< to be a governor or a pri^ 
vote man^ to stay at home or to he hanished 
au^tf^ to he poor or to he rick I ici//, in rc^ 
sped to all these thing^^ apologize for thee 
with men* Thu'* did K])ictetus say, ami 
such speech ell becfiinelh our relation 
(»od: serAants ^hould he content with their 
master’'' a}qiointmcnts«‘ind.illowauces;thcy | 
should not only themselves forbear to find 
fault \\ith, but be rciuly to maintain his 
proceedings against any vvhosliall presume 
to rej>vehend or blame them, l-specially 
sucli scr\ ants as we are, who, after we have 
dove all things t ommunded us^ must acknow- 
ledge that we are unprofitable servants 
such as can bring no considerable benefit 
to oui* Lord, oi an\uise advance his state; 
such as, therefore, eaunot challenge iuiy 
W'agos fr«n» him, inon* than he out of mere 
favour is pleasi d to allou ; could ^e by our 
labours enrich (rod, or raise him in dig- 
nity, or protun» delight lu him, it migiil 
Si cm (‘ongruous that he should answerahly 
reward iis ; bul as he getteth nothing by 
us, so we cannot rc(|uire an) thing irum 
him: our best services do indeed rather 
need pardon, than deserve an) reward; no 
mau hath lived so well, that he can pre- 
tend any thing fi’om God, that he is nut 
indeed much bohmdhand in his accounts 
with (roil, hav ing received from God far 
m )r<' of benefit than lie <'an it! urn to him 
ill service: no man, without extreme prtv 
sumption and arrogance, can ofl’er to pre- 
scribe in what mt»a*ure, or wlmt manner, 
God .should reward him. 

Again, if we consider ourselves as the 
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children of God, either by birth or nature, 
or by adoption and gi*at*e, how can wc be 
discontent for any thing? Have* wc not 
thence great reason to hope, or rath<»r to 
be confident, that we shall never want any 
good thing (necessary or convenient for 
ms), that no groat ev il sliall ever oppress 
us? For is not God hence by paternal dis- 
position inclined, is lie not in a manner by 
paternal duty engaged, in all needful oc- 
casions to supply and succour us? Can ue, 
without great profancncss, and no less Tolly, 
surmise, that h<*, which is so immensely 
goml, w ill be a ba<l (an unkind, or a ne- 
glectful) Father to us? No; as there is no 
other father In goodness comparable to him, 
so none, in rea.! efiects of benignity, can 
come near him; so our Lord a-^sureth us; 
Ifye^ saith ho, heit^ evll^ know how to give 
good things unto your children ; how nnujh 
more will our heavenly Father give good 
things to his children that ask himt '' 

If wo consider ourselves as Christians, 
we have .still more reason to }>ractise this 
dut) : as such, w'c are not only pos.sessed of 
goods ahuiiiUntly .sufficient to satisfy our 
desires; we have hopes able to raise our 
minds above the sense of all present things ; 
we have entertaimnouts that ever may di- 
vei*t our minds, and fill our hearts with 
('onifort : but wc have also an assurance of 
i oiiipetent supplies of temporal gtMids ; for, 
(roaivwss is profitable to all things ^ having 
the promise both of the presevi Ife^ and of 
that which is to come : and, ^ we seek first 
the kingdom of heaven^ am its righteous- 
ness, all these things shall he added unto us,^ 
It is indeed .strangely unhancLoine for a 
Cliristian ever to droop, or to be discon- 
solate ; fin* a friend of God, and an heir of 
heaven, to think ho wants anything, or 
fear that lie shall ever want; for him, 
w'hose treasure and heart arc above, to be 
so concenu‘d w itli any thing here as deeply 
to resent it. 

Again, if we refli'ct upon ourselves as 
rational men, how for shame can wc be 
discontent? Do we not therein much dis- 
pai’age that excellent perfection of our na- 
ture? Is it not the proper work of reason 
to prevent things hurtfid or offinsive to us, 
when that niay be done; to remove them, 
if they arc removable; if neither of these 
can be compassed, to allay and mitigate 
them, so that we may be able well to sup- 
port them? Is not its priitcipal use to 
drive away those fond conceits, and to quell 
tiiose troublesome passions, which create 
or foment disquiet and displeasure to us? 
If it eaunot do this, what doth it signifj ? 
to what purpose have we it? Is not our 
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condition really worse than that of brute 
beants, if reason serveth only to doacry the 
causes of trouble, but cannot enable to bear 
it? All the reasons we have produced, and 
all that we shall produce against discontent, 
will, if we are reasonable men, and reason 
availeth any thing, have this effect upon us. 

Wherefore, considering ourselves, our 
capacities, our relations, our actions, it is 
most reasonable to be content with our 
condition, and with whatever doth befall 
us. 


SERMON XXXIX. 

OF CONTENTMENT. 

Phil. iv. 11 . — 1 have learned in whatever 
Uate^ &c. 

Ill, Further, if wc consider our con- 
dition (be it what it will, bow poor, how 
mean, how des])icable and forlorn soever), 
we can have from it no reasoimble ground 
of discontent. 

1. Our condition in this world cannot, 
if right!) estimated, and well managed, be 
extremely bad or sorrowful ; nothing here 
can omu* insupportable, or very giievous 
in itself ; we cannot , if w e please, w ant any 
thing con‘«iderable, and the defect whereof 
may not be suppli^, or supported by far 
better enjoyments. If we have high opi- 
nions of some tilings, as very excoUeiit or 
\ery needful for us, it is no wonder, if we 
do want them, that our condition is un- 
leasant to us ; if w c taJee other things tor 
uge evils, then, if thej be incumbent on 
us, we can hardly scape being displeased; 
but if we thoroughly look through such 
things, and scan them exactly, valuing them 
not accordincT to fallacious impressions of 
sense, or illusive dreamings of fancy, but 
according to sound dictates of rcasim, we 
may find that neither absence of the former 
nor the presence of the latter doth make 
our oonmtion much worse, or render our 
case deplorable. 

We are, for instance, poor: that condi- 
tion, righ% weighed, is not so very sad; 
for what is poverty? what but the absence 
of a few superiiuous tilings, which please 
wanton fani*), rather than answer need;** 
without whi(‘h, nature is cosily satisfied, 
and which, if we do not affec>t, we cannot 
want ? What is it but to wear coarse clothes, 
lo feed on plain and simple fare, to work 
and take some pains, to sit or go in a lower 
plate, to haie no heaps of cash or hoards 
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of grain, to keep no retinue, to have few 
friends, and not one fiatterer? And wliat 
great harm in this? It is a state which 
hath its no small conveniences and com- 
forts, its happy fruits and consequenoea 
which freeth us from many cares and dis- 
tractions, from many troubles and cross<'», 
from many encumbrances, many dangers, 
many temptations, man) sore distempern 
of body and soul, many grievous miscliiefs 
lo which wealth is exposed; which inain- 
taiueth health, industry, and sobriety ; dis- 
oseth us to feed heartily, to move nim- 
ly, to sleep sweetly; which prc'jcrveth us 
from luxury, from satiety, from sloth ami 
unwieldiness. f It yieldeth disposition of 
mind, freedom, and k isin*e, to attend the 
study of truth, the aequist of virtue. It is 
a state which many have home with great 
cheerfulness; many (very wise men) ha^c 
voluntarily embraced ; which is allotted by 
divine wisdom to most men ; and which the 
best men often do endure; to which God 
hath declared an especial regard ; which 
the mouth of truth hath proclmmed hai>py ; 
wliich the Son of God hath dignified by 
his choice, and sanctified by his partaking 
deeply thereof: and can such a condition 
be very loathsome? can it icasonably dis- 
please 

Again, thou art, suppose, fallen into 
disgrace, or from honour and credit art 
depressed into a state of contempt and in- 
famy? This also rightly pri/.ed is no surh 
wretchedness ; for what doth this import ? 
what but a change of opinion in giddy men, 
which thou dost not feel, which thou ail 
not concerned in, if thou pleasest; wiuch 
thou never hadst reason much to regard, or 
at all rely upon? What is thy losstheiem? 
it is the breaking of a bubble, the sinking 
of a wa\c, the changing of a wind, the 
cracking of a thing most brittle, tiie slip- 
ping away of a thing most fugacious and 
slippery. What is honour, and f.imo, but 
thought? and what more flitting, what 
sooner gont away, than a thought ’ And 
wh) art thou displeased at the loss of a 
thing so very slender and slim ? If thou 
didst know its nature, thou canst not bo 
disappointed ; if thou didst not, it w as worth 
thy while to he thus informed by experi- 
ence, that thou mayest not aii) more regard 
it. Is the contempt thou liast incurred 
from thy fault ? bear the cousequence thcre- 
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SilRMON XX.XIX.] 

of j)aUontly, aiid do thy best, by removing 
tl)o cause, to reverse the effect: is it unde- 
served iind causeless ? be satisfied in thy 
ianoceiico, and be glad that thou art above 
the tuJIy and injustice of those wh(» oou- 
tcrun thee; ht thy affections rather be 
employed ui pity of theirs, than in displea^ 
''Ui'C for thy own ease. Did, let me ask 
thee again, the good opinion of men please 
thee ? that j>leasiire was fond and vaui, and 
it is well thou art lid of it : did it not much 
•■itTect thee ? why, then, dost thou much 
piicve at the loss thereof? Is not alsi> thy 
fortune in this kind the same with that of 
tli( h(‘St men ? have not those who have dc- 
smed most honour, been exposed to most 
conteiuj)t ? Jiui now (Job could say) 
fh^tt ore ijouuqer than /, Imw me in demiun 

t/teff (thhor /we, they Jiee fur from me^ 

and spare not to spit in my And, 

J om ((‘odd that gi*eat and good king suy) 
worm^ and no mun ; a reproadt of meu^ 
and despised of the people : alt they that see 
vie lauqh me to srorn; they shoot out the 

itp^ they shake the kead:^ and, we ai'e 

dt'fi/ned, we iin* rreitrd^ we are made or the 
Jilth of the worlds and the oH'svom in^ of ntl 
thumbs unto this dny^^ coda the hoJ) apos- 
tle . ‘<ay ; and, lie is despised and rejecUd 

of mn he was despised^ and m* esteemed 

him iiot^^ was said of our Lord liimself: 
and can tins eondition, then, in just estet m 
i>e so very pitiful or grievous ? 

liut thou £U't ]Krhap‘ Iroubled because 
thou art wrongfnll) censurid, odiously tra- 
duced and detained, abused by slander or 
by dotraedion ; which asperseth tliee with 
things whereof tb(ni art now iso guilty, or 
representeth thoe in a character unworthy 
of thee:* he it so; W'hntthen? why doth 
this so much affect tln^e*? 

Is not every man subject to these things? 
are not the grt atcst men, arc not tin* wisest 
nnm, are not the best men, liable to the 
same? yea, chi('fly liable, excellency being 
the special mark of envy and oblinpn ? Oaii 
any good men escape free of them among 
so many had men, whose doings, as good- 
ness doth reproach, so it provoketh their 
malignity ?f (>Vnst thou imagine to pass 
thy days in ho unjust and spiteful a world 
without incurring such bad usage*? can so 
many vain, so many bold, so many lawless 
tongues be tied up, or kept within compass 
of truth or equity? Wilt thou suffer it to 
be in the power of any man at his pleasime 
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so easily to discompose and vex thcc ? be- 
cause he will b<i bad, shalt thou be miser- 
able? Why dost thou not rather please 
thyself in the conscience of thy cndcavoniv 
ing to d(‘flervc and do well ; in thy inno- 
cence, and clearness from tlie blame which 
they impose on thee; in thy ha\ing given 
no cause of such (»ffen(*e and outrage? why 
dost thou not rather pity their unworthi- 
ness and unhappiness, who stoop to so mean 
and base practices, than fret at them, as 
bad to thee? They do themselves far more 
TiiiHchief than they can do thee. 

And W'hy dost thou not consider, that 
indeed ti.ou art guilty of many faults, and 
full of n‘ai imperfectiems, so that no man 
<*an easily derogate from thee more than 
thou deser\est: he may indeed tax the(* 
unjustly, ht* may miss in the particulars (jf 
hLs charge, he may di<?cover groundlesiy 
contempt and ill-will toward thee : but thou 
knowest thyself to he a grievons sinner, 
and it is just that thou shuiddst b(* re- 
proached (God, for thy^ humiliation or thy 
corrf'ctiou, may have ordered him, as David 
.‘aid he might have ordered Shiinei, to curse 
thee;) tJiou hast therefore more need to 
ho humble in reilet'tion on tliyself, than to 
' wi‘lJ with disdain in regard t4» his injury. 

Thou shouldst impro\ t* this dealing, add 
inako it wholesome to tliee, by hiking oc- 
casion thence to correct Ihy real fa all. s, 
and endea\ouriug to become truly more 
woidhy ; that so thy coiiHcience may be a 
firm bulwark against ail detraction and 
obloquy: in fine, satisty thyself bv com^ 
mltting ihy soul with patience in %vetl-doing 
unto Ihy Judge, who assuredly will do tine 
right, will i>rolec1 thy nqiutution, and clear 
thy innocence : his judgment is only w orth 
regm’iling ; be little concerned with any 
otli(*r.** 

Again, being disappointed and evo-^sed 
in the suoci*ss of their projects, or under- 
takings, is wout to jiiit men, as they con- 
ceive, into a wofu] ease: but why so? why, 
let me ask tliee, who art discontt ntod upon 
this score, didst thou huiid much expec- 
tation upc^n uncertainties ? dids' tluni not 
foresee a pussibiJily that thy d* dgn might 
miscarry? and if .** 0 , why art lh<iu not pre- 
part'd to receive what happeiieth? Was it 
not an adventure ? why then an thou trou- 
bled with thy <haut‘e? Is he not a silly 
gamester, that will fn^t and Aane at a had 
cast, or at the loss of a giunc ? Didst thou 
refer tlio business to Gotfs disposal and 
arbitrement? if not, thou de-.crvedst to be 
crossed, and rather confess thy fault, than 
( omplain of thy fortune : if thou dkbt 
^ TlieoUur. lip sa 
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tlien be consistent with thyself, and acqui- 
e&ce in his determination ; in fine, what is 
thy loss? is it of thy care and pain? woidd 
it have been much nettcr, that thou hadst 
been careless or idle? But hast thou not in 
lieu of them got some wisdom and expe- 
rience? hast thou not (if thy attemiit was 
reasonable and wortliy) exercised tliy wit, 
thy courage, thy industry ? hast thou not 
(by thy defeat) got an opportunity to ex- 
press equanimity and patience ? If thou so 
improvest thy disappointment, thou ai‘t a 
gainer by thy loss ; thou dust more than 
conjqwr bj thy defeat ; how'cver, since flic 
gain, the credit, the preferment thou didst 
aim al, and hast missed, are things in them- 
selves of no great value, and such as thou 
mayest well live without, as other good 
Hicn have done, thou eanst not have much 
reason to he displeased upon this account, 
or to reckon thy condition very disastrous. 

But friends, wdll some men say, have been 
vwikiud, have been ungrateful, have been 
fickle and false, have neglectctl, have de- 
serted, have betrayed me : It was not an 
emimy that reproavfu^d nw^ fhrn 1 ( onid Juive 
home &c. This is indeed commonly most 
grievous ; yet, being scanned, will not ren- 
der a man's condition so lamentable : for 
such misbehaviour of friends is more their 
calamity than ours;* the loss of bad friends 
is no damage, but an advantage ; it is but 
the loss of a mischi(»f, and a troubh' ; the 
fewer we come to have of such, the more 
time we save, the loss trouble wc meet 
with, the greater secui’ity we eujo^. The 
kiiidn(‘ss we have showed, the obhgations 
we have put on such, arc not quite lost : 
they will bring the reu ards due to huinauily 
and fidelity; it will yield Siatisfiiction tons, 
that, however, wc have bc«*n kind and faith- 
ful to them. The fidelity of remaining true 
friends may satisfy ns: how(‘\t v, if iill other 
friendshiips should full, there is out‘ remains, 
worth millions of other friends, who can 
never jirove unfaithful or inconstant, wno 
never will be unmindful of us, or deficient 
in kindness toward us. 

The death of friends doth, it may he, 
oppn*ss thee with sorrow'. 

But Ccinst thou lose thy best frhmdpJ 
canst thou lose the presence, the coiner- 
satioii, the proU*clion, the advice, tlie suc- 
cour of God ? Is he not immortal ? is he 
not immutable ? is he not inseparable from 
thee? eanst thou be destitute of friends, 
whilst he Stands by thee? Is it not an af- 
frf»nt,an hoiiious indignity to him, to behave 
lliysi If, as il’tliy happiness, thy welfai'C, thy 

• Jam i-ihi Ue<lit qui pt'poavU .— He Or. it '.K) 
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comfort, had dependence on any other but 
him? is it not a great fault to be uiiw'illing 
to part with any thing, when he caJlelh for 
it 

Neither is it a loss ot thy friend, hut 
a separation for a small time : he is only 
partt'd from thc‘e as taking a little journt*} , 
or going for a small time to repose if with- 
in a while we shtill be Mire to meet again, 
and joyfully In congratulate, if wc arc fit, 
in a better place, and more hajipy state ; 
prfpmisittius^ non amlsimus; we have sent 
him thitlier before, not quite lost liim from 
us.f 

Thy friend, if he he a good man (and in 
such friendships only we can ha\»‘ true s.u 
tisfaction), is hiinseif in no bad condition, 
aid doth not want thee; thou canst not, 
thcj’efore, rt*nsonahly grieve for him ; and 
to grieve only for thyself is perverse self- 
ishness and londnes'-.|| 

But thou hast lost a great comfort of 
thy life, and advantage to thy affairs here: 
is it truly so r is it indeed an irrepavahU* 
loss, even secluding the consuhTatioii of 
whose friendship repairotb all pos- 
sible loss? What is it, I jiray, tliat was 
pleasant, convenient, or useful to thee in 
thy friend, which may not in measure 
bo supplied here ? W'as it a sense of hearty 
good-will, was it a sweet freedom of con- 
versation, wraa it sound advice or kind ie>- 
sistanoe in tliy affairs? and mayest thou not 
find those left, which arc* alike able and 
willing to minister those h<*nefit« ? may not 
the same means, which knit him to thee, 
conciliate othcTs also to be thy friends?' 
He did not alone surely possess all the 
good-nature, all the fidelity , all the wisdom 
in the wcoid, nor liath carried them all 
away with him; other friends, then fore, 
thou mayest find to supply his room ; all 
good men will be ready, ii thou art good, 
to be thy friends; they will heartily love 
thee; they will be ready to cheer thee with 
their swt‘e( and wholesome society, to yield 
thee their best counsel and help ujion any 
occasion: is it not, therefore, a fond and 
unaccountable aficction to a kind of per- 
sonality, rather than want of real conveuU 
euee, tliat disturheth thee ? 

t Ou ykf u'ndtunv e vttirct t^uvcf injj, xetret 
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In fine, the same reasons, which in anj 
4>tiu*r loss may comfort us, should do it 
also ill this; neither a friend, nor any other 
good thing, we ran enjoy under any secu- 
rity of not soon losing it ; our welfare is not 
annexed to one man xio more Ilian to any 
other inferior thing: this is the condition 
of all good things here, t'l be transient and 
separable from us; and accordingly wo 
should bo aflTccted toward them. 

Fragile fractuni eat» mortale mortuum cut 

But furtlier, it perhaps displea«Kith us, 
that th(' course of ilie world doth not go 
right, or according to our mind; that jius- 
tiee is not w<‘ll dispeJibcd, that virtue i.s 
imdt*r hatches, that worth is not consi- 
der(‘d, that industry is init rewarded, that 
innocence and uiodcbty are trampled ujion ; 
that fiivour, partiality, eorrupthm, flattery, 
craft, impudence, do carry all before them ; 
devouring all tlie encouragemeiith due to 
honest industry; this may be observed, but 
why hlu>uld it displease ? art thou guilty of 
contrihuthig to this? then mend; if not, 
then hear ; esp<*eially i Ing thou eanst not 
lielp it ; for so it hath always hcon and ever 
will be in the world, that things never have 
gone theie fin the wisest judge, or the best 
men, de^rc: there have never beim good 
men enough to sway the worhl; nor will 
the few good mi»ri that are, he so active in 
promoting public good, as had arc iti dri- 
ving on tlh'ir i>rivate designs. Doth not 
this course t>f things nere’'sarily spring from 
the nature of men, which therefore we 
should no more he vexed at, tliaii for that 
a serpent hath poison, or that a wa^^p hath 
a sting? we cannot wondi'r at it, why then 
should we be sti*angt‘lv aflec1<‘d by it ? <*ould 
any man ever havt' bein pleasiMl, if this 
vverc a suffitient cause of di'sple*isiire? 
However the world goe^-, we mas vet make 
a tolerable shift ; (iod is engaged eoinpe- 
leiitly to jirovide for us; that should satisfy 
us. (lod ohserveth these things no Jess 
Ilian we, and he can easily hinder them, 
yet he thinkoth good to siitfer them; and 
shall not we do so likewise? There is, in 
flne, app(4nted a judgment hereafter, when 
all thes, tlnngo shall he redressed and Sti 
straiglit; when justice and virtue shall 
triiuii]ih, whem integrity and industry shall 
find their due recompense; it is but a rati- 
ment to that time, and till then we iiuiy 
rest satisfied. 

Thus, if wc do survey and rightly .state 
things which cause discontent, and seem 

render our ooiKlitioii hard and sad, we 
shall find, that not from the things, but 
fr»>Tn ourselves, all the mischief proceeds; 
we by our imagiuution give lo the lightest 


things a weight, and swell the smaJlcst 
things into a vast hulk; we fancy them 
very frightful and doleful, tlien we tremble 
and grieve at them. Mere names (thci 
names of jjoverly, of disgrace, of defeat) 
do scare us, without consulting reason, and 
considering how little terrible the tilings 
are themselves. W e follow silly prejudices, 
judging that highly good, which the vul- 
gar admireth; that very evil, which the 
weakest sorl of men are wont lo complain 
of: hence so commonly doth our case seem 
grievous. But in truth thejv U no condi- 
tion so bad, but if we maniige it w ell and 
wisely, if wc bend our mind to comply with 
it, if wo moderate our passions about the 
a(‘cideu1s tluTCof, if wre vigilantly embrace 
and enjoy the adviintages thereof, may n<»t 
be easily supportable, yea prove very com- 
fortable lo us; it is our fond conceits, oim 
froward humours, oiu* jMTV(*rse behaviours, 
which do create the trouble w hich seemt th 
adherent to any contfition, and embittereth 
every state ; which fi om any slight occasion 
doth create vexation, and turneth every 
event into disaster, 

2. As there is no condition hor(‘ perfect- 
ly and purely good* (not deficient in some 
eonvemences, not blended w ilh f«on)e trou- 
bles), .so there is none so thoroughly bad, 
that it hath not somewhat convenient and 
eomforlal»lc therein : seldom or never all 
good things do forsake a man at once, or 
aii mi.i**hiefs together assail him; some- 
what UMially abideth, which, well improved 
or wisely enjoyed, may satisfy a man, y(a 
render his estate comparable to theirs who 
to vulgar eyes apjiear to he in the ho^t c<»u- 
ditiou: there is in cvitv eondition some- 
what of good, compensating for its evils, 
and reducing it to a balance with (»ther 
more plausible states.f We are, suppose 
again, in poverty (^that instance* 1 propound 
usually, as the most ordinary grcmiid of 
di set intent ;) but have we therewith good 
health ? th<*n must rich men may envy us, 
and reasonably w'c should not exchange 
our state with many crazy princes; hav** 
wc thcrcwitli our lilw*rty ? tlial is an iiies- 
tlmahle good, which oftentimes the greatest 
men have wanted, and would have pur- 
chased with heaps of gold; have wc 1hei(‘in 
a quiet iniiul, and a free use of our time ? 
it is that which wisest men have prized 
above any wealth, and wliich the chit f men 
of the world would be glad to of; 

* — u^ue adeo nutla est siwccra vuluptas 
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have we a clear reputation? we have then 
the best good that any wealth can yield, we 
have more than many can obtain in the 
ino^ splendid fortune ; have we any friends 
sticking to us? that is more than the rich- 
est persons can assure themselves of, to 
whom it is near impossible to distinguish 
the friends of their person from the flat- 
terers of their fortune j it is a privilege and 
solace which princes are hardly cap^le to 
arrive at; have wc a bare competency, 
sufficient to maintain our life? we thereby 
keep OUT appetites in better compass, and 
our faculties in greater vigour ; “ we thence 
Letter relish all things ; we in consequence 
thereof avoid the hunlcns, the disea.sc8, 
the vices of sloth and luxury : have we fur- 
ther (as, if we are not very bad, we shall 
in this case Jissurcdly have, humanity dis- 
posing all men thereto^ the compiission 
of men? is not this somewhat better than 
that envy, that ill-will, that obloquy, which 
usually do attend wealth and prosperity? 
Why,* then, if our poor state hath so mani- 
fold conveniences, do w e so much distiiste 
it ? why do we so dw ell and pore on the 'idiuII 
incemvenienoos wc feel under it, overlook- 
ing or slighting the l>encfils we may enjoy 
thereby ? This indeed (n*(linaj'ily i»s oiu* folly 
and infirnnty, that the want of any little 
thing, which we fiinc} or affect, doth hin- 
der us from satisfaction in all other things : 
One dead Jiy causeth all our amtment to 
stink the possession of a kingdoi i will 
not keep us from being fteaoy and dis* 
pleased as Ahab wa*, if we cannot acquire 
a small vineyard near us ; on that one thing 
our head runs contiuually, our heart is 
wholly set, wc can Diink on, w'O can taste 
nothing else; the want of that, notwith- 
standing all our affiucncc, doth pinch us ; 
our iLiinties thence do prove insqiid, otir 
splendours appear dim; every thing but 
that is a toy unto us : so capriciously and 
unaccountably prone are we to discontent. 

Is om* condition, let me ask again, 
so extremely bad, that it cannot be nmch 
worse ? arc wc sunk to the bottom of all 
calamity? No, surely; God*s providence 
will not suffer, the state of things here can 
never admit that to be; hero are 8Uccom> 
alwa 3 \s ready against extremities ; our own 
wdt and indu.stry, thi^ help of relations or 
> fHcnds, the natural pity and cliarity of our 
ncdghbour.s, will pv’esfrve us from them; 
c»speeially persous in any measure innocent 
can never come near tliem ; there will there- 
fore never fail some good matter of content 
m what remain^ ; a few good things, well 
inmproved, may gi catly .sola(*e us. But , how - 
"* i ro? i, \ 1 7 “ X 1 0 1 aiDfft 1 


ever, let us imagine our case to be the worst 
that can be : that a confluence of all tem- 
poral mischiefs and wants hath arrived, that 
wo are utterly bereaved of all the comforts 
this world afforded ; tlmt we ai*e stripped 
of ail our w(‘altb, quite sunk in our repu- 
tation, deserted of every friend, deprived 
of our health and our liberty ; that all the 
loss(^s, all the disgraces, all the pains which 
poor Job sustain^, or far more and greater 
than those, have together seized on us;* 
yet we cannot have sufficient reason to be 
discontent; for that nevertheless we have 
goods left to us in our hands, or within om* 
reach, far hurjiassing all those good** we 
have lost, much i»ut weighing the evils we 
do undergo : when the world hath done its 
worst, vve remain niaslers of things incom- 
parably bettf r than it, and all it containeth ; 
the possession whereof irifiy, and, if wo be 
wise, will abmulaiitly satisfy us. Wo are 
men still, and have our reason left behind, 
which alone, in w'orth, oxceedeth all the 
treasures of the w^orld ; in w ell using w hicli, 
and thereby ordering all things fln* the best, 
we become mure worthy, anti mure Inqqjy, 
than the most fortunate foul on (‘arth ; we 
may tlxTciu And more true satisfaction, 
than luiy wtalth or any glory Ihtc can mi- 
nistcr: we may have a good conscienct* left 
(the sense of having lived well heretofore, 
or at least a serious reeiilution tt> live w'ell 
hereafter), and tliat is a continual feast^^ 
yielding a fai* muro solid and savoury {>loa- 
sure, than the most ample revenue can af- 
ford; we may have hope in God (Uio author 
and donor of all good things), and thereby 
far greater assimmicc ol‘ our couicnient 
subsistence and welfare, than all present 
ptwscssioiis can bestow ; we have reserved 
a free access to the throne of grace, and 
thereby a sure means (grounded on (hnl’s 
iurullibJc word and promise) of obtaining 
w hatever is good for us ; we have a finu 
right to iiimimerabh* spiritual blessings 
and privilege**, each of them justly valuable 
beyond whol(‘ worlds of pelf; we can, in 
a word (we cjui if we please), enjoy God’s 
favour, wliich immensely transcendeth all 
other eiyoyinents, which vastly more than 
counter vailelh the ahseme of all other 
things; of this, by applying oiu’selves to 
the love and service of (iod, we are infal- 
libly capable ; of this no W(»rldly force or 
fortune can despoil us; we having this, our 
condition cannot be poor, contemptible, or 
pitiful ; it is indeed thereby most rich, glo- 
rious, ajid happy ; for how can he be povu*, 
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that hath the Lord of all ihings always ready 
to bupply him; who hath Ohd^ as the Psal- 
mist is wont to spfak, to be his p&rHonfvr 
ever how con he be despicable, that hath 
the honour to have the Soverei^ Mty^sty 
of the world for his especial friend? how 
can be be miserable, who eujoyeth the foun- 
tain of all happiness, who liath tfte Hght of 
God's countenance to cheer him, who hath 
the consolations of God’s holy Spirit to re- 
fresh and revive him? what can he want, 
who, beside his present interest in all the 
needful effects of God’s bountiful love, h 
an heir of heaven and everlasting bliss ? 
Seeing, therefore, it is in our power to be 
religious ; seeing we may, if we will (God’s 
grace concurring, which preventetli us> to 
seek, which never is withheld from those 
who seek it), be go(»d Christians* 
riotliing can hinder us from fearing God, 
or can sepa/ate us from his lore,* neither 
can any thing render oiur condition bad or 
unhapjiy, really distressed or needy; Ofvttr 
the Lord (saith the Psalmist) for there is 
noictmtto them that fear him. the young 
lums (<»!• the rich,* as the LXX. render it) 
fh Itteh and sitffet hunger: bat they that seek 
the Lord shall not ii ant any good thing 
and, Whoso heepelh the commundweut shall 
fpfl no evil thing ^ saith the Wise Man ; and, 
The hand of our God is upon all them that 
seek him " saith the prophet ; and. Who is 
he that shall harm you (or do ill to )ou,'|- or 
make you worse), if ye be JoUowers of that 
which* is good,'* saith St. Peter; and, We 
know, wiith St. Paul, that to them who lore 
God, all thin^H co*opcmtc for good:** and, 
Godlin ss (saith he again) with contenttaL 
nes^ is great gam,* that is, supposing we 
litive the goods which pitty ministcreth, 
although we luive nothing more, we are, 
if we c.in be eot.teiil, \ery well to pass; it 
is abuiuliiiuly sulhLMeiit lor us. 

Why then, 1 pray, ore we dist^ontent? 
what do we groan or grieve lor? what is 
il tliat w<* do want ? is it tlic use (»f reiison, 
is It \irtue, is it God’s favuiu' ? then indeed 
we have gixul cause to be displeased; for 
iht want of those things h imleul lamen- 
table : but if wi do want them, it is only 
oiu'heh es that w e should cfnn])lain of ; for 
we may have them if w( will, and who can 
help it, if w«* will not? Who, if we shall 
wilfully depidve ourselves of them, will be 
concerned to mind our complainls? But is 
it only a lump of trash, or a puff of honour, 
or a dash of pleasure, that w e do need ? 
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Is it that we cannot so delicately glut our 
bellies, or so finely clothe our backs, or so 
thorougldy soothe our fancies, a^ we could 
wish, that we so pitifully moan? Is it being 
restrained in some respects from the swiuge 
of our humour, is il that we are not so much 
regarded, or are slighted by some persons, 
is it that we are crossed in some design, 
that so discomposeth and discourageth us? 
then arc wc sottislily fond and childish in 
our coneciisandour affections: for proper 
it is to chiidreu, whciias they want no <ioHd 
or substantial goods, to wail for w'orthless 
toys and trinkets; it is for cliildren, when 
they have not their will in petty and iraper- 
tinont matters, to cry and lament ; ciiiUlren 
are much affected with every word or little 
show that t ’•osactli them: if we were (as St. 
Paul chargeth us to be) perfect if we 
liad manly judgments, and man!} affeetiuos 
toward things, we sliould not so regard or 
value any of these temporal and transitory 
things, i*ither good or evil, as by tlic want 
of one sort, or b) the presence of the other, 
to Im* much ilisturbed; we should, with St. 
l*aul, st^vle any present evil, « vrs 

a lightness of affikium; we should 
w ith him re<*kon, that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be vontjnired 
mth the glories which shall Ite reoeabd to 
US'* we should, with ht. Peter, greatly 
rejoice, though for a season we are in heiu 
ciness, through manifold trials,* or afllic- 
tioui* we sliould esteem any condition hero 
very tolerable, jea very good. 

4. hi truth (if we will not miiu*e the 
matter, and can bear a trutli sounding like 
a jiaradox), usually our (’onditiou is then 
better, when it seemeth worse; then we 
have most cause to be glad, when we are 
aptest to grievi* ; then we should be tli.ink- 
fill, wlun we do com])lam: that it appear- 
eth otherv\i-.e tons, it is bceause in our 
taxations of things wo do ordina!*i!;> .iu»lge 
(or rather not judge, hut fancy, not hear- 
ing or regarding any dictate of reastin) like 
beasts ; prizing thing mere] * aoeovding tt» 
present sense or show, not e\aiuiniiig tlieir 
iiitrin^ie natures, or loukiim torwiiid into 
their proper fniiU and coii'-ecpionees. 

Adversity (or a state wht rein we are rmt 
furnished with all on coinuK* latioiis grateful 
to sense or fanev ; or whoreiii soinewli*.t 
doth cleave to us offensive to those iufc^iior 
jiower^ of soul ; is the thing wdiich we ehu»f- 
ly loathe and abominate; whereas, in true 
judgnumt, nothing coumion]^ is more ue- 
ci»ssaiy, more wholesome, more useful and 
beiitlieial b) us; notlung is more iietdful, 
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ur conducible to the health of our soul, and 
to our real happiness, than it: it is the 
school of wisdom, wherein our minds are 
disciplined and improved in the knowledge 
of the best things, whence it is termed 
that is, instructive chastisement:'^ so 
David found it: It is (said he) ffood fo* 
me that I have been ajfflkted^ that I m^ht 
learn thy statutes i and oiu- Lord himself, 
tfiuHf Jv He learned ohedienee 
from what he suffered,^ It is the academy 
wherein virtue is acquired and exercised ;t 
so God meant it to his people : 2'he I^rd 
thy God (salth Moses) led thee this forty 
years in the wilderness^ that he might hum^ 
ble thee^ and prove thee, St» the Wise Man 
saith, that by the sadness of the cousitenance 
the heart Is tnade better; and, that strips ^ 
do eleanse the inward parts of the belly. 
And, It yieldelh (saith the apostle) the 
peaceable ft nit of righieousnesb to them that 
are erernsed thereby,^ 

It is the furnace of the soul, wherein It 
is tried, cleanst‘d, and refined from the 
dross of vain conceits, of perverse humours, 
of vicious distempers: When (saith Job) he 
hath trkd 1 shall come forth as gold; 
and, Gold (saith the Wise Mjui) is tried in 
the Jire^ and acceptable nan in the furnace 

of adversity.^X 

It is the method whereby God reclaiineth 
sturdy sinners to giK>diicss, engageth them 
to se(*k and servo himself: so of the Israel- 
ites the prophet saith, Lord^ in trouble have 
they visited thee^ they poured oat a prayer 
when thy chastening was upon thrm: so 
Mauassps, when he was in afflu tian hr he-- 
sought the Lord Ms God^ and humbled him- 
self greatly before the God of his Jathers 
so Nebu\‘hadnezzar after being driven from 
hi** kingdom, hts untlerstanding returned 
unto hwf^ and he blessed the Most lligh^ 
and praised and lumoured him that liveth 
for ever so David luinself, Before (said 
he) I was afflicted 1 went astray^ hut now 
have T kept thy wosd,^ 
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It is that whereby God doth prepare 
men, and doth entitle them to the blessed 
rewards hereafter: Our light affliution 
(saith St, Paul) which is but for a moment^ 
worheth for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory and, Ye (saith St, 
Peter) greatly rejoice^ though now for a 
season^ if need he^ ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations that the tiial if 
your faith,, being much more precious thin 
of gold that perisheth,, though it be tried 
with fire,, may be found unto jtraise,, awl 
honour and ghry,, at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ.^ Such is 1h(' nature, such the use, 
such the fruits of adversity. 

It is indeed scarce possible, that, with- 
out tiisting it somewhat d(*eply, aii) man 
should become in good measure either wise 
or good-t lie must be very ignorant of 
liimself (of his own temp(»r and ImTma- 
lions, of the strength and forets of his 
reason), who hath not met with some mbs 
and crosses to try himself and tlxmi vv ith : 
the greater part of things ho must little 
understand, who hath not cxpericinted the 
worst part: he cannid skill to wield and 
govern his passions, who never had tbiqn 
stirred up, and tossed about by cross acci- 
dents: he can be n<» good pilot lu matters 
of human life, who hath md for sonu tiim* 
sailed in a rough sea, in foul weather, 
among sands and shelves: he otmld have 
no good opportunity of employing tho- 
nmghly, or improving his wit, his (‘ourage, 
liis imlustry, who hath had no straits to 
extricate hiuiseit from, no diflicultiis to 
surmount, no hardships to sustain :§ the 
vii’tues of humility, of patience, of con- 
tenteducss, necessarily luuat l>e unknown 
to liim, to whom no disgr<u^es, no wants, 
no sore plains, have arrivtd, by well endu- 
ring which, those virtues arc learnt, and 
planted in the soul : scarce can ho bev’ome 
very charitable or compassionate to others, 
wdio never himself hath felt the smart of 
affliction, or iuconveiiiencos of any dis- 
tress I II for even, as tlie apostle U*acheth 
us, our Saviour himself was obliged to suf- 
fer tribulation,, that he thence might be- 
come merciful,, and disposed to succour the 
afflicted,^ (No wonder, if he that hveth in 

H rSv itiwtf h/rxeiff, turOSn* inrauris itrn, 
xm ir^ae ra fati txavraas Ixtnavty xxt y xf 

r^a» A«r«9’riXAF/, xau fai,6ufM»f xxaeT^i^Ut kx* 
uBtrsfioue 'tms. xoLt ivActBieTteaue Jrc.— ( Iiinh 
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11 Non Iguura mall miserls vurc^ntn' disco.— J. 
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continual be a Nabal, churlish 

and discourteous, insensible of other men’s 
grievances :) and how can he express much 
piety or love to God, who is not (in suh- 
inisbion to (»t>d*s will, and for his sake) 
jmt to suffbr any thing grievous, or want 
any thing desirable?* When can he em- 
l)loy any great faith or hope in God, who 
never hath any visible need of succour or 
relief from him, wlio hath other present 
aids to confide in? How c/m he purely de- 
light in God, and place his sole felicity in 
him? How can ho thorougldy relish spi- 
ritual things, whose affections are taken up 
by nn afilucncc of other goods, whose ap- 
petite's are glutted with enjoyment of other 
ilelights? What but deprivation of these 
things can lay open the vanity, the deceit- 
fulness, and slipperinesb of them ? What 
hut crosses anti disappointments here can 
withdraw our minds from a fond admira- 
tion aiAd eager affection toward tliis world?! 
What hut the want of tiiese jo}s and satis- 
factions can drive us to seek our felicity 
othor\\ here ? When the deent of riches pos- 
sessi'th Us, how can we judge right of things? 
when c/irt's about them distract us, how 
can wc think about any thing tiiat is good? 
when their snares entangle us, and thoir 
clogs encuinher us, how can we he free and 
t'xjK'dito in doing good ’ when abund/uice 
fallenc'th our lit'aiis, and ease softeneth our 
spirit.s, a*ul success puffeth up our minds ; 
w'licn ])rido, sensuality, stupidity, and sloth 
(the almost insi parable adherent. s to large 
and i»rospt'rous estates) do continually in- 
sinu/ite tluMnsidvcs into u.s, what wisdom, 
what \ir1uc are we like to havc?'^ 

Seeing, tlien, adver.sity is so wholesome 
ami uM'ful, the remedy of so great mis- 
<*ira ts, the cause (ff so groat benefits to iis, 
whv should we ln' displeased therewith?! 
'ft* he displeased with it, is to be (lisplea.sed 
w'illi that whicli is most ucetlful or must 
<*onvenieiit for us, to be ilispleosed with 
the hiialth and welfare of om* souls; that 
W(» are rescued from errors and vices, 
with all their hlack train of mlbcries and 
mischiefs ; to bt displeased that we are not 

* ('um inolestiiG in hujus vitic frAffUitatc crebres- 
runt, ft'tcnuui rcipiwiu nofl ttesidi^raiv eoinpoUiuit 
Mutidiis qui)>|)o pcriculosiur pst blniulus, niuitn 
nioieMtus ot luagiH cavendos qnuni bc illicit 
(luaiii cmnadnioyuticoxitqui'contrnini. - Juff £p 141. 

+ Ardtia nam rtj» est oimUuh non trailpw* mores, — 
hlnrt.-^ Muiiera ini.* fortuns' j.utatM * imndauBnut. 

Sm. Kp.S \iaoatabi>nt)fli'io. ~Ib. 

X (Irntulan et gaudvru nos decot dignatioiie divinsc 
iMStiKatiunid - -(>aprviiin\Uumbeatmn,pi^UHi>inen- 
datlom JioniinuBinbtat; cuidignatnr ira^ci.mieui ad- 
nuMumrli dinslinulationonuiidcclpit.-- Ter/ dv J*a(. 11. 

'() JKolv ui) >r<e»T«v ivvh itbXttf 

HlQ — riirys. "A>6f 6. 
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detained under the reign of folly and wick- 
edness, that we are not inevitably made 
fools and beasts. To be disgusted with 
Providence for affliction or poverty, is no 
other than a.s if we should be aiigpry with 
our physician for admiuistermg a pur^e or 
for prescribing abstineuce to us ; * as if we 
should fret at our chirurgeon for searching 
our wounds, or applying needful corro- 
sives ; as if we should complain of the hand 
which <lraweth us from a precipice, or 
puUeth vs out of the fire^ Many benefU 
(saith Seneca t) haoea sad and rough aota^ 
tenance^ as to burn and cut in order to IteaU 
iiig: such a benefit of God is adversity to 
us ; and as sucli with a gladsome and thank- 
ful mind should wo receive it. 

If with a diligent observation we consult 
experience, wc shall find, that as many 
liave great cause to bewail that they have 
been rich, that they have been blinded and 
corrnjjfed with prosperity, that they have 
rmwd their consolation hcre;'^ so many 
have great reason to be glad tliat they have 
km ])Oor, that they have been di.sappouit- 
ed, tliat they have tasted tJie bitter cup ; 
it having instructed and corrected them ; 
it having rendered them sober and consi- 
derate, industrioiib and frugal, mindful of 
God, and devout toward him: and what 
w e may rejoice in wdien psisl , why should 
we not bear contentedly when present? 
why should not the expectation of such 
good fruits satisfy us?! 

Wh) should not such a oonditum, Iwing 
.so plainly better in itself, seem also better 
unto us? We curmot, if we are re/isonable, 
but ai»prove it in our judgment ; why then 
are wc not fully ree<niciled unto it lu our 
affection? 


SKllMON XL. 

OF CONTJBNTMKNT. 

Phil. iv. 11. — T hare learned^ in ichaitut- 
encr ,staii\ &e. 

5, But further: Let our stati* be, as to 
quality, what it will, good or bad, joyful 
or unpleasant, we may consider that it 
cannot be des]>erate, it in/iy rot be lasting; 
•' H ¥« 0 ouvrm yj teuyeyrofi^ > - Simp 

Kf£<TT<.>t> luiei&tf.tr* vtert -Noil 

Mr 

t Ib'tu'Gc'a muUa iriRieni avpt'nun frontm ha- 
bont, (|uoiuu<lnioduaji uron\ et (wc&iv, ut luuiqs W n, 
de Hi rtf 1 \ M 

X Itorroreinoperis frnctu^ cxcnisat - Terf,^Srotyt 5. 
Let our condition l>o what, it a'tll. wo are sauie. 
It dutti not ciiaiiirc us in our iiitriusie worth or Biaic 
It is but a qai'iucut about utr, or as weather. 
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for there ib not any nerossary connection 
between tlie present and the future : where- 
fore, as the present, being momentary and 
transient, can little trouble us, so the fh- 
turo, being unknown and uncertain, bhould 
not dismay us. As no man reasonably ran 
be f levutcd with confidence in a good state, 
presuming on its duration (Boast mt thy- 
self of to-morrow^ for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth ; so no man should 
be dejected for a bad one, in suspicion 
that it Mill abide long;* seeing neither 
(considering Uie frequent vicissitudes that 
occur, and (he Hux nature of all things 
here) is each of them in itstdf stable ; and 
the continuance of each absolutely depend- 
etb on (iod’s arbitrary disposal; and as 
God often doth overturn prosperity, to hu- 
man judgment most finnly grounded, so he 
nK»s( easily can redress the, to appearance, 
most forlorn adversity ; and he, being es- 
jieoially fho hilper of the helpless^ doth fre- 
quently perform it: as he poureth corUtnnpt 
upon ptuues^ and weakeneth the strength of 
the mighty; so he raiseth the poor out of 
the (1u\t^ and liftetk the needy out of the 
dunghill: he casteth down the mighty fttmi 
th* 11 M'at^ and exalteth the humble and metk: 
h sendeth the rich empty mvay^ and Jilleth 
the hmtgty icith good things. He maketk 
sore,, and Mndetli up; hewoundeih^ andhh 
hm<h snake whok^ 

CoiHiclering, therefore, the reason of 
things, and the nature of God, if our state 
he at present bad or sorrowful, we have 
more ri'ason to hope for its amendment, 
than to fear its continuance. f If indeed 
things went on in a fatal Iriwt, merely ac- 
cording to « blind and heedless chance, or 
a stiff and uualtoiable ne<*es^it) ; if there 
■ueie no remedy from (Jod’s providence, 
(' 1 * support !>} hi'^ grace to be expected; 
(although even then there Mcmld be no rea- 
son to grieve or comjdaiii ; gritf would be 
unreasonable, because unpi otitable, com- 
plaint would be vain, because fortune and 
fate ai*e deaf;) yet our infinuitj might 
somewfhat excuse that idle proceeding; but 
since not a sparrow faUeth to the giound: 
not a hair of our head peribheth nothing 
at aJl passelh otherwise than by the vohin- 

* Malta intervonient quibuB vicinum iiorlculum vei 
prope jiiidotuni aut aiibsutat aut deunat. aut in alic- 
iii in Oiiput tranBeat - Sr'n. 
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pul i> etvOtprTdiiaiit yetg nimh 
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tary disposition of a most wise and gracious 
God; since he doth always strictly view-, 
and is very sensible of our griefs, yea doth 
in a manner sympathise with them (accor- 
ding to those pathetical expressions in the 
prophets, His bowels sound., and are trou- 
bled i his heart is turned within him; In all 
their evictions he was afflicted i^) since he 
further hath by promise obliged himself to 
care for ms, to support and succour us ; we 
have all reason to hope, jea firmly to be- 
lieve (if at least we can find in our hearts 
to hope and to believe), that w'e shall, as 
soon as ii is good and expedient for us, 
find relief and ease; w'e Ihall have that 
tSitets^ov that seasonable succour, of 

which the ajKisile to the Hebrews speakelh.® 

Hope liclh at the bottom of the worst 
condition that can be: The poor (saith 
Job's fnend) hath hope;* and the rich can 
have no more: the future being equally 
close to both, the one can have no greater 
assurance to keep what he hath, than the 
other hath to get what he needeth ; yc*a, 
clearly the poor hath the advantage in the 
ease; for God hath more declared that 
he will relieve the poor man's want, than 
that he will preserve the rich man’s store: 
if, then, we have in over} condition a hope 
present to us, w hy do we grieve as those 
a^ho haee no hope * * having ever ready the 
best anchor that can be to rest upon** (for 
in this rolling sea of human affairs there is 
no firmer anchor than hope), why do we 
let our minds be tossed with dLscontentful 
solicitudes and fears? Why do we not riu 
thcr, as the apostle enjometh, rejidee in 
hopp^ than grieve out of despair? why do 
we not, us the prophet advisidh, hope and 
uaif yuietly for the sahution of the Lordf^ 
Tim effect of so re|>osing ourselves for the 
futui’e on God’s providiwe would be per- 
fect content and peace, awording to that 
of the prophet, 2%)V wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace whose mind is stays d on thee; 
because he trusteth in thee and that of the 
Wise Man, A jsatient man will hear for a 
tisne^ and afterwards joy shall spring up 
unto hvH,*^ 

The truth is, and it seemeth very ob- 
servable, in order to our purpose, that 
most discontent ari8t*th, not from tlu* sense 
of incumbent evil, but from suspicion, or 
fear of somewhat to come : although God 
at present dispensidh a competency of food 
and raiment, although we are in a tole- 
rable condition, and foci no extremity of 

4 Hos xl. S; Jer. xxxi. 20; Iw. Ixili. 9, IS ; 
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want or pain; yc*1, ii«( the way 

of a future provision f(ir ub, answerable to 
our desires, wo do trouble ourselves ; which 
domeanoiu* implietli great ignorance and 
infidelity :* we think God obliged in kind- 
ness, not only to bestow upon us what is 
n< edfid in its season, but to furnish us witli 
.stores, and allow us securities ; we must 
have somevthat in hand, or we cannot trust 
him for the future; this is that which our 
Saviour cautioneih against, as the root of 
di«4Content and sign of diffidence: Take no 
thought for the mofrrowy for the morrtm 
hhaU take thought for the things of itself; 
snffiviciU to the day is the evil thereof: ‘ an 
umiee no less pious, than manifebtly full 
of reason and vnMiom: for what a judpable 
fully is it to anticipate that evil which we 
would avoid; then, when wh earnestly de- 
sire to put off .sorrow, to piill it toward us; 
to feel that mischief which possibly shall 
never be ; to give it a being in our fancy 
w Inch it may iiev er have in nature ? f Could 
we follow' this advice, never resenting cwils 
bfc fore they eomo, never prejudging about 
future events against God s providence and 
cnir ow n (juiet; constantly dcpen<lnig on the 
I)i\ nic care for us ; not taking false alarms, 
an<l trembling at things which ahall nev»r 
(oim near us; not being disturbed with, 
panic fears ; no disoontent could over sedze 
upon us: for the ju'i'seiit is <vor support- 
able; our mind cannot be overwhelmed by 
the ]iang.s (»f a transitory moment. 

If we nei'd further eneourageinent for 
application of this remedy, we have mani- 
fold tvpeiiments to assure its virtue: as 
tlure ai*e innumerable promises that none 
wh(» hope in God shall be di'^appoiuted;® 
so theie are many illustrious evamples of 
those, whom G<»d hath in remurkable man- 
ner and woudUrlul measure I'cUcved from 
w aril and distresses, Kiising them om of 
dupest poverty, coiitenipl, and wordly 
wretchedness, into most eminent degrees 
of Wi'ulth ami prospeiity : (saith tlie 

Hebrew Sage) into the ancient g&neiations^ 
and hce; Who hath trusted in the Lard^ 
and hath In'enashamdi or tvho haihubidm 
in hi$ fois and hath hern formheni or 
ivho hath oirokid him^ and he did overtook 

IleXAn; l«'«v i<Tr» rJv rou$i^~ 

^ >av, > fAvfii tXut T/t etO^una, r,Sfi 

xco xoirnriiau - i aU SUhu i 

1 1 a)aiJiUi><»us I'Ht Rniaiu» tuiuri auMUb, etante ini- 
bfiiam n>UK«i - 6<«i t^p IK 

His iiiisf r auti* temims * ouin ilU qua^ imminentla 
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(or desjnse) him ? “ If we look into tho.se 
generations, we may there find Joseph, out 
of slavery and out of prison, advanced to 
bo the chief governor of a most fburishiiig 
kingdom: Moses, from an exile and a va- 
grant, made the redeemer and commander 
of a populous iiatiou: Job, out of extreme 
poviTty and disgrace, restored to be in 
wealth and honour twice greater than tlie 
greatest men of the East Daniel, out of 
captivity and persecution, become president 
of the greatest monarchy on eartli : David, 
raised out of great meanness to highest 
dignity, restored out of extreme straits into 
amo.^ jirosperoub state : according to those 
words of admiration and acknowledgment, 
O what great ttoubUs and admsitieh hast 
thou showed me; and yet didst thou turn 
and refresh we, yea and brovghtest me from 
the deep of the earth again : thou hast 
brought me to great honour^ and tomfo fieri 
me on every sufe.^ Thu^ hath God emi- 
nently done with divers ; tims we may he 
assured that he will do competently with 
us, if with the like faith and patience we 
do, as they did, rely and wait u]ion him. 

6. But further, imagine or suppose that 
o\xr condition (so irksome to us at present} 
will certainly hold on to the utmost; yet 
consider also that it soon will cease, and 
change of itself: since we are mortal, our 
evils cannot bo perpetual; we ouunot long 
bo infested with them. 

As it may debase and imbitter all tlie 
prosperity in the world, to consider that 
it is very fading and short-bved ; that itq 
splendour is but a blaze, its pleasure but a 
dash, its joy hut as ihonatkling 0 / thorns;^ 
so it sliould abate and sweeten any adver- 
sity, to remembm' tliat it is passing away, 
and suddenly will be gonc.J Put. 1 say, 
the woist case that can b«*: that it were 
wrtainly determined, and we did as cer- 
tainly know it, that those thing.s which cause 
our displeasure should continue tlirough 
om* whole life; yet since our life itself will 
soon be spun out, and with it all oui* world- 
ly evils Will vanish, why are we troubled? 
\Vhat 1.S said of ourselves, must in con- 
sequence be truly apjilied to them: They 
flee like a shndini\ and continue not; tliey 
ore winds jmssing^ awl coming wd again ; 
tiuy are vapours appearing for a little time ^ 
and then vanish ins; away ; ' they wither like 
grass^ and fade away as a leaf; ’ they may 
ilie before us, they cannot outlive us ; our 

t irsal XXM\ 13), — I had faintad. If 1 bad not be., 
lipied to ROC the poodnoBB of th« Lotd in tho Uud of 
tbp Imng. 
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life is but a handhreadth and can then 
«ur evils have any vast bulk? Otir age is 
ofi nathiiig^ and can any crosses therein be 
tlien any great matter? How can anything 
ho \ery short be very intolerable?* It is but 
oAjyflv aprt being, OS Sti Pctcr 

speaketh, a Utile while yet aggrieved;^ it Is 
but offav otrovt a small qmntity^ whatever 
it he of time^ (as tlic apostle to the Hebrews 
saifh, that) wc need patience; it is but '*•« 
^Kfa,uvtK«t vh an (tffHcfion 

for a present moment;'’ and thereh)re, as 
St. Paul intinmtetli, light and inconsider- 
able, that we are to undergo.’* We have 
but a\ery narrow strait of tiuje to pass 
over, but we shall ljuid cm the firm and 
vast continent of eternity; when we shall 
be freed from all the troublesome* agita- 
tions, from all tho perilous storms, from 
all the nausi oils qualins of this na\igation; 
death (which may be very near, which can- 
not be far ofl; is a sure Ijaven from all the 
tempests of life, a safe refuge from all the 
I)fr**e<*uti(ms of the world, an infallible me- 
diemo of all the diseases of our mind and 
of emr state : it will enlarge us from all 
restraints, it will discharge all our debts, 
it will case us from all our toils, it will 
sfitle all our cares, it will veil all our dis- 
graces ; it will still all ouJE^mplaints, and 
bury all our disquiets; all tears 

from our eyes, and bai^*‘an^rrow from 
our hearts: it perfectly will level idl con- 
ditions, setting the higli and low, the rieh 
and poor, tlic wise and ignorant, altoge- 
tlier upcm even ground smothering all tho 
pomp and glories, swallowing all the wealth 
and treasures of the world. 

It is theref(»re but holding out a while, 
and all our molestation, of its ow^n accord, 
will expire: time certainly will cure us; 
but it IS hc'tter that we should owe that 
benefit to reu^m, and let it presently com- 
fort iis:t it better, by rational consider- 
ation, to work eont<*nt hi ourselves, using 
tin* brevity and frailty of our life as an ar- 
gmaent to sustain us m our adversity , than 
endy io find the end thereof UvS a natural 
ami uc'ces'iary means of etasiou from i1. 

•Serious reflection upon oiu* iiif»rtality is 
indeed, upon many accounts, a powciful 
antidote iigaiust discontent; being apt to 
extirpate the most radical causes thereof. 

Is it hi*cauhc wc much admire these 

* Onmia brevia tolerabilia ease debent. otbunai 
magm.— Ctr 
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worldly things that we so much grieve for 
the want of tliem? this will quell that ad- 
miration; for how can we admire them, if 
we consider how in regard to us they ore 
so very transitory and evanid ? Ilow can 
we deem them much worth the having, 
when we can for so little time enjoy them, 
must so very soon quite part from them ? 

How can we dote on the world, seeing 
the world (as St. John saith) passeth away^ 
and the desire thereof Y * 

How can we value any worldly glory, 
^ince all the glory of meit is (as St. Peter 
(tellcth us) as thejiou^ of the grass; ^ since 
(as tJie Psalmist saith) ittan in honovr oMd^ 
eth not^ hut is like the beasts that jmish f • 

Ilow can wc set mr heart on riches, 
considering that riches are not for ever^ nor 
van (as the Wise Man saith) deliver from, 
death that (as St. James admonishe(h) 
The rick man fadeth in his ways ; ** that it 
may he said to any rich man, as it was to 
him in tlie gospel, Thou fool ^ this night thy 
life shall he required of thee,^ and what thou 
hast prepared,, to whom it shall fidh’’ How 
can we fancy pleasure, seeing it is hut 
xatfas uaraKee,uffii^ a Very temporary fruitam 
iV'cmg, however we do cuf, or drink^ or 
play,, it follow'Cth, the morrow we shall die 

How can we even admire any secular 
wisdom and knowdedge, seeing that it is, 
as the Psalmist tclleth us, true of ev(»ry 
mail, that his breath goetk forth,, hereturn^ 
eth io his earth,, in that very day hi^ thoughts 
jwrish;^ particularly it is seen that trise men 
die no oth<*rw'ise than as the foolish and 
brutish person perisheth ** that, as Solomon 
with regret observed, There is no work,, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 
grave whither we are going, ^ 

Do we admire the condition of those, 
who upon the stage do appear in the state 
of kings, do act tlic part of wealthy men, 
do talk gravely and wisely like judges or 
philosophers fur an hour or tw'o ? If we do 
not admire those shadows and mockeries 
of state, why do we admire any appearances 
upon this theatre c>f ftie world, which are 
scarce a whit less deceitful or more durable 
than they. 

Is it an envious or disdainful regret at 
the advantages of others before us (of others 
pcrhajis that are unworthy and unfit, or that 
are, as wc conceit, no mere worthy and 
capable than ourselves) that gnaw eth our 
heart? Is it that such persons are more 
wealthy, more honourable, in greater fa- 

* ] John U. 27 ; 1 Tor. viL 31 ; Eccl L 3, Sro 
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voiir or rpputo lhaii wo, that voKoth us? 
The ronsidi ration how little time tho^o 
hlender preeuunoueios will Ia4»t, may (if 
hotter remedies want due efficacy) serve 
toward rootintjout that disease: the Psal- 
mist doth soAeraJ times prohoribo it: Fret 
7iot thyself (sailh he) against eml doers^ 
neither he tkou envious against the workers 
ofmujtdty ; for they shall soon he eat dovm 
like the grass ^ and wither as the green herb . * 
and ligaun, Be not afraid when one is made 
rick^ and ivhnt the glory of his house is in- 
(reastd: fot nhen he dkih he shall earry 
otdhlny his glory shall not desiend 

afli } him : J «im] he, being* fallen into ^hi^ 
scurvy dist(in})ir, ilid fuUo^v his own pro- 
se riptn>n: I was (siwth he) envious at the 
foolish^ when I haw the prosperity of the 

wuhd until I went into the sanctuary 

of God^ then undtrstood lihnr end: auie- 
hi thou didst set than in slippery places 
How are they brought into desolatioft as in a 
moment bo likewise doth Solomon pre- 
soribe: Ltt not (saith he) thine heart envy 
hituuts wh> not ? beatvae surely tia re h an 
end^ usd thine espijetatwH ikall not be <ut 
off:' there will b^a close of his undcsoned 
prosperity, at^ wtll- 

grounded hope. So whattncT doth breed 
discontent, the rclleetion upon our mortal 
and frail state will he apt to remove it. 

It was that which iMiinforted Job, and 
fortified his patienee uudtT so giievous 
pr(‘tbure'‘: All the days of my appointed 
time (said hei I will umt till my thange 
rowr.™ he would not he weary, while lio 
Ined, of his affiietions, hetauac the days of 
man are ftni^ and full of trvuhli '** if llu*} 
nvM full of trouble^ and that be a aaddening 
( onsideration ; \et they are few^ and that 
msiketh aineuda, that is comfortable. 

7. I add, that it is somewhat consolatory 
to eonsider, that tiic* worse oui* condition 
is here, the better we may hope our future 
stale will be; the ipore trouble and sorrow 
tu* endur<», the less of worldly satlsfiietion 
w o enjoy here, the les"j punialuneut we have 
to fear, the more comfort we may hope to 
find hereafter; for lis it isa woful thing to 
have received our portion, to have enjoyed 
our consolation in this life, so it is a happ} 
tiling to have undergone our pain here, 
A purgatory under ground is probably a 
f. blc; but a purgatory upon earth hath 
U jod foundations : God is wont so to oi der 
it that all men, that especially good men, 
sliall undergo it; for. What son is there 
uhom (he father doth not chaaien 1 Ail that 
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unll live godly in Chriat JeSna must suffer 
perseeutionJ* 

H. A like consolation it is to considiT, 
that wealth and prosperity are great ta- 
lents, for the improvement of which we 
must r(‘Tuler a strict account, so that to 
whom much is given, from him mark shall 
he required; so that tlioy are, in effect, a 
burden, from which iK)\ertY includes an 
exemption: for the less we ha\e, the lesH 
wc have to do, the less we are rcspoiiMble 
for; our burden is smaller, our at count 
wrill be more easy . 

9. 1 shall, in reference to om condition, 
and Ihi' nature of those things w Inch cause 
our disoonlcnt, but propose one couftnler- 
ation more, or ask one question ; What is 
it that we dt want, or wait for?* Is it any 
good we want, which by oimcare and in- 
dustry we can procurt ; is it any cv il that 
afilicteth us, wnich by the like means we 
can evade? If it he so, why then do w e not 
vigtirously apply om selves to the business ;t 
why do we nut, instead of idle vt xatiou and 
iiK^fftctiicd complaints, nsi» the mtaiis uf- 
tered for our relief? l)o we like and love 
trouble? let us then be content to be»nr it, 
let us hug it and keep it close ; if not, let 
us employ the forces afforded us by nature, 
,iiid by occasion, to repel and remove it. 

But if we grieve and moan, because we 
cuniiut obtain some good above our reach, 
or not decline some imav oidable evil, what 
do we thereby but pal^iably express our 
folly, and wilfully heighten our woe; add- 
ing voluntary displeainire to the heap of 
iiecexsary want or pain; impressing more 
deejily on ourselves tlie sense of thorn? In 
such a case, patienee is instead of a re- 
medy ,{ wdiich though it do not thoroughly 
cure the malady, y et it soniew hat allev iateth 
it, preventing many bad symptoms, and js- 
siiaging the paroxysms thereof. Ij AVhat 
booteth it to wince and kick against our 
fortune ? to do so will iiifiame us, and make 
us foam, but will not relieve or ease us; if 
we cannot get <mt of the net oi tho cage, 
to flutter and flomiee w ill do nothing but 
batter and bruise us.§ 
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But ftirther, to itUay our diaMsontents^ let 
us consider tho world, and general state of 
men here. 

1. Look first upon tbe world, as it is 
eommonlj managed and ordered by men : 
thou perhaps art displeased, that thou dost 
not prosper and thrive therein; that thou 
dost not share in the goods of it ; that its 
accommodations and preformonts ore ail 
anapt from thee ; that my pretences are not 
satisfied, and thy designs fiul: this thou dost 
take to be somewhat hard and unequal, 
and therefore art grieved. But if thou art 
wise, thou shouldst not wonder ; if thou art 
good, thou shouldbt not bo vexed hereat ; 
for thou hast not, perhaps, any capacity for 
this world; thy temper and dispobition are 
not framed to Suit with its way; thy prin- 
dples and rules do clash with it, thy res<i- 
lutions and designs do not comport 
with prosperity here; tliou canst not or 
w'ilt not use the means needful to compass 
worldly ends : thou perhaps hast a meek, 
quiet, modest, sincere, steady disposition ; 
Ihou cxmst not be pragmatical and bois- 
terous, eager and fierce, importunately 
troublesome, intolerably confident, unac- 
countably versatile and various : thou hast 
certain pedantic notions about right and 
wrong, certain ronumtic fancies about an- 
other world ^unlike to this), which thou 
dost stifily adhere to, and which have an 
influence upon thy actions : thou hast a 
squeamish conscience, which cannot rcUbh 
tms, cannot digest that advautageous course 
of proceeding; a scrupulous humour, that 
hamporeth time, and curbeth thee from 
attempting many things which would serve 
thy purpose thou hast a spice of silly 
nerosity. which maketh diiers profitable 
ways of acting (such as forging and feign- 
ing, supplanting others by detraction and 
efuumny, soothing and flattering people) 
to be below thee, and unworthy of thee ; 
thou tliinkest thyself obliged, and art per- 
emptorily resolved to observe strict rules 
of justice, of humanity, of charity ; to spe^k 
as thou meanest, to do as thou wouldest 
be done to, to wrong no man anywise, to 
consider and tender tho case of other men 
ae thine own : thy d(>signs are honest and 
moderate, conducible to (or at least con- 
sistent with) the public go<td, injurious or 
hurtful to no man ; thou earnest on thy 
designs by fair ways, by a modest cure ana 
harmless diligence ; nor const be drawn to 
use any other, bow seemingly needful so- 
ever, which do savoitr of fi^aud, violence, 
any sort of wrong or basonesH : tliou bast 
an honest pride and haughtiness of mind, 
which will not let thee condesceud to use 
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those sly tricks, crooked ways and shifts, 
which coimnonly are the compendious and 
most effectual ways of accomplishing de 
signs here : thou art , in fine (like Helvidius 
Friscus), in thy dealings and proecedings, 
pfiTvicar recti ^ wilfully and lieecishhj hnieat : 
such on one perliaps thou art, and siicli is 
thy way ; and canst thou hope to be any 
body, or get any thing here ? sliall such a 
superstitious fop, such a conscientious sim- 
pleton, such a bashful sneaksby, so fan- 
tastic a pliilosophcT, protend to any thing 
here ? No : thou art here pwm in aiiido, 
quite out of thy element; tliis world is n^t 
for thee to thrive in.* 

I'his world h for worldlings to po^«^cs<^ 
and enjoy ; Jt iwm (say the Habbins) made 
for tifie premmptmns ; and although (Jod 
did not altogetlicr denign it for them, yet 
men have almost made it so: they are best 
qualified to thrive ni it, who can lustily 
bustle and scramble ; who can fiercely 
swagger and huff; who cat> fawn; who can 
wind and wriggle like a sa*peut ; who can 
fimdy cog and gloze ; who can neatly shuffle 
and juggle; who can shrewdly o\crrcach 
and imdermine othm;f those slippery, 
wily artists, who can veer any whither with 
any wind ; those men of impregnable con- 
fidence, who can insist upon any [wetences: 
who can be indefat igably and irresistibly 
urgent, nor will be repiUsed or baifled by 
any means ; those who have a temper so 
las and supple, that they can bend it to any 
compliance advantageous to them ; who 
have a spirit so limber, that tliej can stretch 
it any whither ; who ha\ e face enough, and 
conscience little enough, to do any thing ; 
who have no certain principles, but such 
as will sort with their interests ; no rules 
but such Lesbian aud leaden ones, that 
easily may be accommodated to their pur- 
poses whoso designs all tend to their own 
private advantage, without any regai‘d to 
tlie public, i»r to the good of others ; who 
can use any means conducible to such do- 
signs, boggling at nothing which serveth 
their purpose ; not caring what they say, 
be it true or false; what they do, be it right 
or wrong, so it seem profitable : this is 
called wisdom, prudence, dexterity, ability, 
knowledge of men, aud of the world, an<l 
1 know not what beside ; in the Scripture, 
the wisdom of the worlds and of the fleJi, 
cteft^ gwle^ deceit^ xwiQi*/*, &o. For such 
personii it is to flourish in this world : Be- 
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hold^ the^ (<iaith tho Pfialmist) tm the f<»- 
frodly^ who prosptv in the worlds and toko 
increase in tiches ; they are not in travMe 
*ti> other men ; neither are they pkigmd Uhe 
otluiT jnen. Their eyes ttofid otU wUk Jht~ 
ffcss : they hare more than heart eoM tmoh 
they it ih who love the world, who seek it, 
who study and labour for it, who spend all 
their time, and employ all their eare al^t 
if ; and is it not fit they should have it?** 
is it not a pity they should miss it ? is it 
not natural^ that tl!ev who sow to the flesh 
should reap from th e jlesk ^ Should not they 
wlio two the proper im^ans obtain the end? 
Should not they arrive at the place, who 
proceed in the direct road thitlier? 

Hut for thee, who oaiisl not hnd in thy 
heart to use the im ans, why dost thou ho|»e 
to comfiass tho end, or prieve for not at- 
taining it? why dost thou blend and jumble 
such inconsistencies together, as the eager 
desires of tliis, and the hopes of another 
world? It bccometh not such a gallant to 
whine and pide. If thou wilt be Iwave, Ih> 
brave indeed; singly, and thoroughly; bo 
not a ilouble-hearled inongrol ; think not 
ol satisfying thy mind, and clrhing on other 
inljTt Sts together- ; of enjoying the conceit 
of being an honest man, with the design of 
being a iieh or ^eat man ; of arriving to 
the happinesb of the other w«»r!d, and at- 
taining prosperity in this. Wouldcst thou 
enjoy both these? what conscience is there 
in that? Leave rather this world unto tliose 
who are more lit for it, who seem bettor to 
deserve it, who venture so much, and take 
8u<*h pains for it ; do not go to rob theiu 
of this slender reward; but with i'onteut 
see them to enjoy the fruits of their laliom* 
an<1 ho/atrd: be tiiou satisfied with the con- 
setjuences of tby \irtuous resolutions and 
proceedings; if it be worth thy while to 
live innocently, inodestly, and conscien- 
tiously, doit, and bo satisded; spoil not 
thine (expectations by repining at the want 
r)f thi>so things which tliy wrcumstances 
render incompatible with ihem: follow ef- 
fectually the holy patriarchs *uid apostles, 
who, without regret, forsook all , and cheer- 
fully went thither, whither c<mh«*ienoe and 
duty calk d tin m : if thou art not willing 
t<» «io so, why dost thou pretend to the same 
principles, or hope for the like rewards ? 
ilut, Icaviugflie eonsid(*ratiou of tho world 
us man hath made it, consider that this 
woild is not, in itb nature or design, a 
pla<*o of perfect ease and eonvcni<'ni*e, of 
pure delight and satisfaction.* What L 
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this world but a region of tumult and 
trouble; a theatre of vanity and disastc*rs; 
the kingdom of care, of fear, of grief and 
pain; of satiety, of disappointment, of re- 
grot and rejientance? We came not hither 
to do our will, or enjoy our ideiuiare; wc 
are not born to make laws for ourselves, 
or to pick our condition here:* No: this 
world is a place of banishment from our 
first country, and the orifpnal felicity we 
were de^imied to ; this life is a state of tra- 
vel toward another better country^ and seat 
of rest : and well it is, in buch cabcs (well 
it is, I say, for us, as exiles and traveller^) 
if we can find any tolerable acconiinod<a- 
tiou, if w''e can wake any hard .^hift: it 
bhorld not be btzange io us, if in this our 
peregrination w'e do meet with rough pas- 
hsgeb, foul ways, hard lodging, s<‘ant or 
ooorbc fare ; if’wc complain of such tilings, 
we dt> not surely consider whesre we are, 
w'hcncc we came, whither we ai*e going; 
we forget that we arc the sons of Adam, 
the heirs of sin and sorrow , who ha\e for- 
feited our rest and joy upon earth ; we 
consider not, how unavoidable the effects 
are of that fatal condemnation and curse, 
which followed our first transgression ; we 
ziiiud not that the perfection and purity of 
the blessings we have lost is not to be found 
on this side the celebtial paradibe.f This 
world i*-> purposely made somewhat unplea- 
sant to ub, lest w e should overmuch delight 
In it, be unw^iliing to pari with it, wish to 
set up omr rest here, and say, Bonum est 
esse Aic, Jt is good for %(s to he here. 

This life is a state of probation and ex- 
ercise, like to that (which prefigured and 
represented it) of God’s people in tlu* wil- 
dernehs, wherein (iod leadeth us through 
many difficultiets and hazards, in many 
wants and hardships, to humble and prove 
in order to tlie fitting ub for another 
more hajipy ‘^tate. 

No temptation^ therefore (or affliction), 
can seise vpan vs, bvi such as is hutnamW 
that is, such as ib natural and [tropt'r to 
men: it is the consideration which St, l*aul 
usetb to comfort and support ub in troubles ; 
audu plainly good one it is: for Hcemgmin 
(as l.hphaz saith; i\ bom to trouble as the 
sparks fly vpnanh;* that nothing wort* 
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nAtural to atij things than is trouble to ns ; 
if we are difcpleased therewith, we are in 
effect displeased that we are men ; it im- 
pllcth that we gladly would put off our na- 
ture, and cease to ourselves; wu grieve 
that wc are come to live m this w orld ;* and 
as well might we be vexed that we are not 
angels, or that we are not yet in heaven, 
which is the only place exempt from incon- 
veniences and troubles, where alone there 
U no sorrow^ no clamour^ no pain^ 

It hath always been, and it will ever be, 
an universal complaint and lamentation, 
that the life of man and trouble are indi- 
vidual coinpauions, continually and closely 
sticking one to the other ; f that life and 
misery are but several names of the same 
thing ; that our state h( re is nothing ehe 
hut a combination of various evils (made 
up t)f cares, of labours, of dangers, of dis- 
appointments, of discords, of disquiets, of 
diseases, of manifold pains and sorrow s;) 
that all ages, from wailing infancy to queru- 
lous d(K:repitnoss, and all conditions, from 
the careful sceptre to the painful spade, are 
fraught with many great inconveniences pc- 
culiai* to each of Uiem ; that all the face 
of the earth is overspread with inischief'> 
as with a general and perpetual delugi^ ; i 
that nothing perfectly sound, nothing safe, 
nothing stable, nothing serene, is here to 
be found: this, with one sad voice, all mim- 
kind resoundeth; this our poets are ever 
moanfully singing ; this our philosophers 
do gravely inculcate ; this the experience 
of all times loudly proelaimeth: for what 
ai'o all histories, but continued registers 
of the evils incident to men ? what d(> they 
ail describe, but wars and slauglitors, mu- 
tinies and seditions, tumults and confu- 
sions, devastations and ruins? what do 
they tell us, but of men fiiriously striving 
together, circumventing, spoiling, destroy- 
ing one another ? what do we doily hear 
reported, but cruel broils, bloody battles, 
and tragical events ; great numbers of men 
slain, wounded, burned into captivity ; J- 
ties sacked and rased, coimtries harassed 
and depopulated, kingdoms and common- 
wealtlis overturned ? what do we see bt fore 
us, but men carking, toiling, bickering; 
some worn out with labour, some piuing 
away for waut, some groaning under pain ? 
And amidst so many common miseries and 
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misfortunes, in so generally confused and 
dismal a state of things, is it not ridicu- 
lously absurd for us, doth it not argue in 
us a prodigious fondness of self-love, hei- 
nously to resent, or impatiently to bemoan 
our particular and private crushes ? y May 
not reasonably that expostulation of Jere- 
my to Baruch reach us ? The Lord mith 
thus: Behold^ that which I have hmlt TwiU 
break dam^ and that which 1 have ^nted 
I will pluck tfp, even this whole lam. And 
seehest thou great things for thyself f seek 
them not: /or, behold^ I will being evil on 
all flehh^ 

4. Again, if we more closel) and parti- 
cularly survey the states of other men (of 
our brethren everywhere, of our neighbours 
all about us), and compoi^e tmr case with 
theirs, our condition hardly can appear to 
us so bad, but that we have many consorts 
and associates therein ; many as ill, many 
far worse bestead, than ourselves. How 
many of our bretliren in the world may 
wc observe conflicting with extreme penury 
and distress ; how man) undcrgrdng con- 
tinual hard drudgeries to maintain their 
lives; how many sorely pinched with hun- 
ger and cold; how many tortured with 
grievous sickness; how many opprcascd 
with debt ; how many shut up under chise 
restraint; how many d4>tained in horrible 
slavery ; how many by the wasting rage of 
war rifled of their goods, driven from their 
homes, dispossessed of all comfortable sub- 
shtence I how many, in fine, passing their 
lives in all the inconveniences of rude, beg- 
garly, sordid, and savage barbarism! And 
who of us have, in any measui’c, tasted of 
these, or of the like calamities? Yet are 
these sufferers, all of them, the same in 
nature with us ; many of them (as reason, 
as humility, aacluirity, do oblige us to be- 
lieve) deserve as well, divers of them much 
better, than ourselves: what reason, then, 
can we have to conceive our case so hard, 
or to complain thereof? Wore w^e the only 
persons exposed to trouble, or the single 
marks of adverse fortune; could we truly 
say with the prophet, Beholds if there he 
aay s(mow hhe my sorrow , ’ we might seem 
a little unhappy : but since we have so much 
good company in our conceived woe; since 
It is so ordinary a thing to be poor and 
digressed; since ovr case is, a*' the poH 
speaketh, not rare, but commonly known, 

I) Ferro quAin sortem pattuntur omiwA 
iiomo recutot htn Troatl 

Ifleo mihi videtur rerum ikAturfe, quud (;ra>issunum 
fecit» oommutio looiAso, ut orudelitatoni tali caiifeola- 
retur lequalitas —‘Stn, ad 2*aii/b si 

”Jer xlv 4,5 * Lam. i. li 
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trite^ md dnma out from tho heap of lot$ 
offered to men hy fortune;^ hinoe 
4)bjectb do thus environ and endose iis; it 
is plainlv reasonable, humane^ and just, 
that wc should witliout lutLrmmring take 
and boar our lot: for wlmt privOoge have 
to aJlogo, that we ratlier than others 
i»hould be untouched by the grievances to 
which mankind is obnoiLious? whence may 
we pretend to be the spmal i^vourites, 
mimons, privadoes, and darlings of for- 
tune? Why may not God well deal with us 
as be doth with other men? what grounds 
have we to challenge, or tv» expect, that he 
should be partial toward us? why should 
we imagine that be must continually do 
miracles in our behalf, causing all those 
c\i1s, which fall our neighbours all 
about, to skip over us, bedewing us, like 
Gideon’s fleeve^ with plenty andjoy, wldle 
all the earth beside is dr} ; causing us, like 
the three chVdreu^^ to walk in this wide 
fiirnaco, iinseorfhed and imainged by the 
flames em^ompassing us ? Aro we not men 
ft timed of the same mould, are wc not 
sinners guilty of like offences, witli Uie 
meanest peasant, the poorest beggar, the 
most wretched slaver If so, then a pai’ity 
ot tortuiK^ with any men doth become us, 
and may be due to us ; then it is a perverse 
and unjust frowaidness to be displeased 
with our lot: wc may, if we please, pity 
the common state of men, but w e cannot 
reasonably complain of our own; doing so 
plainly doth ai gue, that we do unmeasurably 
overjirize and oseriovc ourselves. When 
once a great kinsr did excessively and oh- 
sti natch grieve for the death of his wife, 
whom he tenderly loved, n philosopher, 
observing it, told him, '"That he was ready 
to corntort him by restoring her to life, 
supposing onl\ that he would supidy what 
was needful toward the performing it.’* 
king stad, He was ready to furnish 
him with aiiy tiling,” The pliilosopher an- 
swered, That he was provided with all 
lliiiigB uecessar}, except one thing;” what 
that was, the king demanded ; he replied, 
That ff he uoM upon hh uifes tomb itt- 
eertbe the n/imts of three perMM^ who never 
mourned^ the pm sent ly would revive: the 
king, after iiiquir}. told the ^diiiosopher, 
tlut he could not find one such man : Why 
then^ O abhvrdebt of all men^ said the phi- 
losopher, suiilmg, art thou not Ubhamed to 

* — rtura vidonniK 

Quip {laUnts. rawia ninltiti hic ooirnilus ac jam 

'Iritua, «t If medio fui tuna* ductus act n o 

, Jtu b»t xhl fi 
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moem as if thou hadst alone faUen mto so 
grievous a case; whems thou const not find 
one perton that ever was free from such 
dotnesHc ajfficHonf* So mi^ht we naming 
one person , exempted ftrom mconveniencas, 
like to those we undergo,be safely projioaed 
to us as a certain cure of ours ; but rf we 
find the condition impossible, then is the 
generality of the case a sufficient ground of 
content to us ; then may wc, as the wise poet 
adviseth, solwe our oum evils by the evils of 
others^^ so irequent and obvious to us. 

5. We are indeed \ ery apt to look upward 
toward those few, who, in supposed advan- 
t^es of life (in wealth, digmty, or reputa- 
tion) do seem to transcend, or to precede us, 
grudging and repining at their fiwtune but 
^Idom do we cast down our eyes on ftiosc 

neath us in all man^r of accommodation*!, 
pitying their mean or hard condition ; || lilio 
racers we look forward, and pursue those 
who go Ixrforc us, but reflect not backw ard, 
or consider those who come behind us : two 
or three outshining ua in some slender piece 
of prosperity doth raise dissatisfaction m 
us; while the doleful state of millions doth 
little affect us with any regard or compas- 
sion : henc e so general discontent spring- 
eth, henc‘e so few arc satisfied with their 
condition ,§ an epidemical eyesore molesting 
every man: for there is no man, of what- 
soever condition, who is not in some de- 
sirable things outstripped by others; none 
is so high in fortune, but another in wit or 
wiodom, in bealtli, or strength, or beauty, 
ill reputation or esteem of men, may seem 
to exi‘(d him : he therefore, looking with 
an evil or envious eye on such persons, and 
with senseless disregai'd passing over the 
rest of men, doth easily thereby lose his 
ease and satisfaction firom lus own estate: 
whereas, if we would consider the ca^ of 
most men, we should sec abundant riasou 
to be satisfied with our own ; if we would a 
little feel the calamities of our neighbours, 
we should little resent our own cross(*s; a 
kindly commiseration of otners’ more grie- 
vous disasters would drown the sinsc of 
our less( r disappointments. 

S vavruti «na'r<tfr«Tt SfijifUf juoyi; 

mk^yA rorturtt avxM-kttxi/ft 0 /»rit en«t rut vt«Tm ytt 0- 
m*iy0i/cMf0» lufuv - Jul (p 3 S 

t llatryofu «au»« h artf — Aiexuand 
% Nulll ad allena rcspicientl sua i>lacont — oi'b de 
Ira, lu dl 

tt Naque me majon patiperiorum 

Turbs comparet, hunc atque huxic Hupa^rat^ Inborn: 
Lt cum awroaribtts, ao. Har Sat 1 

$ Inde fit ut nemo, qui se vixisse beatum 
Dicat, &c JJw Sat 1 

Si \Ib giatus esse advorsu^lJeoii, et ad^erRus vttam 
tuain,ooii:itaquam multo 9 anteceiitixi«i- Kf is 
Nunquam ent feba, qii«Qi tuiquekit lebcwMF — 
di ha m I (delate. 
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If with any competent heedfulnese we 
view p^sons end things before us, we shall 
easily discern, that what absolutely soemeth 
great and weigh^, is indeed comparatively 
very small and l^ht; that things are not 
so unequally du^ns^, but that we have 
our full share ox good, and no more than 
our part in evil ;* that Socrates had reason 
to expose, that if we sJundd bring into me 
common stock aU our nrnho^s^ so that each 
shovJd reeeioe hk portion of them^ gladly 
the most would take up thetr oum^ md go 
their that consequently it is both 

iniquity and folly in us to complain of our 
lot. 

6. If even we would take care diligently 
to compare our state with the state of tliosc 
whom we arc apt most to admire and envy, 
it would aBTord matter of consolation and 
content unto us. 'What is the state of the 
greatest persons (of the world's princes and 
grandees), what but a state encompassed 
with snares and temptations numberless i:]; 
which, without extreme caution and con- 
stancy, force of reason, and command of all 
jEq>petites and passions, cannot be avoided, 
and seldom are ? what but a stato of pom 
pons trouble, and gay servility : of hving 
in cimtintial noise and stir, environed with 
crowds and throngs; of being subject to 
the urgency of business and the tediousness 
of ceremony; of being abused by perfidious 
servants, and mockedby vile flatterers; of 
being cxpostMl to common censure and ob- 
loquy, to misrepresentation, misconstruc- 
tion, and slander ; having the eyes of all men 
intent upon their actions, and as many se- 
vere jud^ as watchful spectators of them ; 
of being accountable for many men s Caiilts, 
and bearing the blame of all misoariiages 
alxmt them ; of being responsible, in con- 
science, for the miscarriages and mjsbAjJs 
which come from the intiueno<* of our coun- 
sels, our examples, &c. ; of being pestered 
and pursued with pretences, with suits, with 
c<»mplaints, thd necessary result whireof 
Is to displease or provoke very man} , to ob- 
lige or sati'jfy vci y f( u ; of 1 m mg fi cqueutly 
engaged in resentments of ingiatitrde, of 
ti*ed<Siery, of neglects, of defectb in duty, 
and breaches of trust toi\ard them; of 
btiivg constrained to comply \iith the hn- 
moui's and opinion of men; of anxious core 
to keep, and jc^aloua fear of losing all; of 
danger, and bemg objected to the traitoi ous 
attempts of bold malcontents, oi fierce EcaU 

* That at worst «<> are, Kxtremi prtoiorum, extre* 
fnis itoquo priorea.— //or IjputAx *2 

t Fi irvmt] itmtfav ntf«nxi«Vi iwm SitX- 

ic&M r» •njt rH/wf r^s murttv 

aTtHAUk -Clut A]oU 

^ Mn^na wmtus eat magna fortuna. Sec — ei 


ots, and wild fanatics ; of wonting the most 
solid and savoury comforts of life, tru<« 
firiendahip, fbec conversation, certain lei- 
sure, privacy, and rotiredness, fur enjoying 
themselves, their time, their thoughts, as 
theythinkgood; of satiety, and beingcloyed 
with all sorts of enjoyments : in fine, of be- 
ing paid with fblse coin for all theii* cares 
and paina, receiving for them scarce any 
thing more but empty shows of respect, and 
hollow acclamations of praise * (w hence the 
the P<ialmist might well say, Surely men of 
low degree are uanity^ and men of ktgh de- 
greealte a lie, for that ilicir state cheateth 
us, appearing so <(pocious, yet lieing really 
so inconvenient and troublesome.) Such is 
the state of the greatest men; such as hath 
made wise jprincos weary of themselves, 
ready to acknowledge, tliat if men knew 
the weight of a crown, none would take it 
up;t a^ to think with pope Adrian, who 
made this epitaph for hiinsilf: Here loth 
Adrian the Sixths who thought notktng in 
his life to have hefaUen hun wore unhappy ^ 
than that he ruiediX such, in fine, their 
state, as upon due consideratiou we should, 
were it ofiered to our choice, never em- 
brace ; such, indeed, as in sober judgment 
we cannot prefer before the mo£>t naiiow 
and inferior fortune*§ how, then, can ue 
reasonably be displeased with our condi- 
tion, when we may even pity emperors and 
kings; when in reality, we ore os well, pei'- 
haps are much better, than they ? 

7. Furtlier, it may induce and engage us 
lo bo content, to consider whal commonly 
hath been the lot of good men in the w orld , 
we sliall, if wc sunoy the historny of oil 
times, find the best men to have sustained 
most grievous crosses and troubles ;|| scarce 
is there in holy scripture reconled any per- 
son exmnent and illustrious for goodness, 
who liatli not tasted deeply of wants an<l 
distresses. Abraham^ the Jather of the faiths 
ftd^ and cspevkl friend tf Gud^ was called 
out of his country, and from his kindred, 
to wander in a strange Lind, and lodge iu 

* Pmouatfifellditss — Ffi BO. 
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touts, without auy fixed bahilatiou. Jaoob 
a ^eat part of hu» life in slavish toil, 
and in ms old age was in reileotlon upon 
his life moved to aay, that the dojfs of Ms 
pUgrimof^e had been few and evil^ Joseph 
was malignod and persecuted by his bre- 
thren, sold away for a slave, slandered fi)r 
a most heinous crime, thrust into a mevous 
prison, where Am feet were hurt with fetters^ 
and his sovl came into irwn.* Moses was 
forced to fiy away for his life, to become a 
vagabond in a foreign place, to feed sheep 
for his livelihood; to spend afterward the 
best of his life in contesting with an obsti- 
nately perverse prince, and iii leading a 
nii&tiustful, refractory, mutinous people, 
for forty y(*ara* time, through a vast and 
wild desert.* Job, what a stupendous heap 
t»f mischiefs did together fall and lie heavy 
upon him ! ( Thou %ontest bitter things aguink 

he might w^ell say.) David, how often 
was he plunged in saddest extremity, and 
reiiuf‘ed to ilie hardest shifts; hemg hunted 
like a partridge in thevdldemess^ by an en- 
vions miibter, forced to counterfeit madness 
for his security among barbarous infidels ; 
dispossessed of his kingdom, and persecuted 
by his own most favoured son ; aesertod by 
his s(^rvants, rcproai'hed and sf*f>riied by his 
subjects! t Klias was drisen lung to sculk 
for his life, and to shift f(*r hi» Uvelilujod 
in the wilderness. Jeremy was trtated as 
an impostor and a traitor, and cast into 
a mir^ <luiig( on ; finding matter Ids 
Aiiftenugfi for his dideful lamentations, and 
having tiioncc occasion to exclaim, lam the 
man that here seen nffiu lum hy tlie rod of 
hts avofA,** &c. Which of the prophets trert 
not persevnted^ and misused? as St Stephen 
asked. The apostles were pinched with all 
kinds of want , harassed with all aorte of 
toil, exposed to all manner of hazards, per- 
secutc‘d with all variety i»f contumelies atid 
pains that can be imagined ; above all, our 
Lord himself beyond expression was a man 
of sorrows, and aeqnaivttd xnih grief sur- 
passing all men in sulferiiig as be did excel 
them in dignity and in virtue;' extreme 
poverty, kuning mi so w/ucA as where to lay 
his head^^ was his portion; to undergo 
continual labour and travel, without any 
mixtui*e of carnal ease or pleasure, was his 

* Sorraiofl, Tuto. BoKulus, Pbocion, See 
(>xeuij[>lumuitdiAalAf(iituuuaeaimcait — Chi^ii. 
lom V. Or 87, p. 16H: ettoAi. 'n- Oi 10, p 107. 
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State? in return for the highest good-will 
and choicest benefits, to receive most cruel 
haired and grievous injuries, to be loaded 
with the bitterest reproaches, the foulest 
simidiTs, the sorest puns which most spite- 
ful malice could invent, or fiercest rage 
infikt, — this was his lot; Am I poorfsix^ 
may one say, was he to extremity 5 f am 
1 slighted of the world? so was ho noto- 
riously; am 1 disappointed and crossed in 
my designs? so was he continually, all his 
most painful endeavours having snudl ef- 
fect; am 1 deserted or betrayed of friends? 
so was he by those who were most intimate, 
and most obliged to Mm; am 1 reviled, 
slandered, misused? was not he so beyoud 
all cunipanson most outrageously? „ 
Have all these, and many more, of xokom 
the world Was not worthy,*^ undergone all 
sorts of inconvcuience, being destitute, af^ 
^flicted, tormented: and shall we then dit^ain 
or be sorry to be found in such company ? 
ffavhig such a cloud of martyrs, let us run 
with patience the race that k set heftere us,* 
Is it not an honour, should it not be a com- 
fort to us, that we do, in condition, re‘sem- 
bJe them ? If God hatii thus dealt with 
those, who of all men bavo been diarest 
to him, shall we take it ill at his hands, 
that he, in any manner, dealeth so with u^? 
Can we pretend, can we hope can we even 
wish, to be used better than God^s first- 
born, and our Lord himself, Imth been? 
If wo do, arc we not monstrously fond and 
arrogant? esjiecially oonshlcring, that it 
is not only an ordinary fortune, Imt the 
peculiar character of God’s chosen, and 
children, to be often crossed, checked, and 
corrected; even pagans have observed it, 
and avowed there is gi'eat reason for it; 
God (bailh Seneca) A<rfA a fatherly mind 
toward men: and strongly loocth them 
1 — tlier^re, after the manner of severe pa- 
rents, hi educuteth them hardly, i &c« The 
apostle doth in express terms assure us 
thereof; for, wham (saith he) the J.ord 
loreth, ht ikadenetk, and scoargeth ex^ery 
sou uhmn he xeceweth. If ye endure thus- 
tinning, God dealeth with you as with sons 
— but if ye ht without thasfitemt*nt, whm*eof 
all (tliat IS, oJ] good men, and genuine aouj 
of God) are partahers, then are ye basturdi, 
and not Would we be illegitimated, 

or expunged, from the number of (tod’s 
true children? w^ould wc be divested of his 
sptH'ial regard and good^wiU? if not w^hy 

I *F« >*«$ t£v V^r«y &tillg0M‘«y fdxti 

Tw «0Mf0t« Tt^ rn mw imy 
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do we not gladly embrace, and willingly 
iiiiibtain adversity, which is by himself de- 
clared so peculiar a badge of his children, 
so constant a mark of lus favour?* if all 
good men do, as the apostle aserteth, par- 
take thereof; shall we, by displeasure at it, 
show that we desire to be assuredly none 
of that party, that we affect to be discarded 
from tliat holy and happy society? Fcri/y, 
rmVy, I my wnto yoUy that ye shall we(p 
and lamend^ hut the world shall it 

is peculiarly the lot of Christians, as such, 
in conformity to their afflicted Saviour ; 
they are herein predestinated to he vonfor- 
mtwle to his image; to this they are ap- 
pointed, no man^ saith St. Paul, be 

moved by these afflictions^ for ye knotty that 
we are appointed thereunto •) to tliis they 
aro called: (if when ye do weV^ saith St. 
Peter, and sufflr for it, ye tahe it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God; for even here- 
vnto were ye called^) tins is propounded to 
them as a condition to be undertaken and 
undergone by them as such ; they arc by 
profession crucigeri, bearers of the cros*» ; 
(if any one will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and tahe up his cross and follow 
me; every one that mil live godly in Chnsi 
Jesus, must suffer persecution ; by this are 
they admittea into the state of Cliristians; 
(htj many afflictions we must enter into the 
kingdom of heaven,^) this doth qualify 
them for enjoying the glorious rewwds, 
which their religion propoundelh ; (we are 
coheirs ivith Christ ; so that, if we suffler 
together, we shall also together he gloried 
With him ; if we endure, we shall also reign 
with him and shall we then pretend to 
be Christians, shall we claim any bcueiit 
from thence, if we arc imw tiling to submit 
to the taw, to attend the call, to comply 
with the terms thereof? Will vft eiyoy its 
privileges, can we hope for its iWards, if 
we will not contentedly imdergo what it 
requiroth ? Shall we arrive to the end it 
propoundeth, without going in the way it 
proscribeth, the way which our Loid liiji- 
self doth lend us in, and liimself hath trod 
before us? 

In fine, seeing adveriiily is, as hath been 

* Eoolua ii If — rtxvw, ti vfotrtfx^ 
ri)V fw ug ruftbprjMv 
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declared, a thing so natural to all men, so 
common to most men, so incident to great 
men, so proper to good men, so pecidiar to 
ChristlaiiH, we have great reason to observe 
the apostlo’s advice, Beloved, wonder not 
COM erniug the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as if vome strange thing happened to you ; ^ 
we should not wonder at it as a strange or 
uncouth thing, that we are (*ngagcd in any 
trouble t>r inconvenience here ; w e are con- 
sequently not to he affected with it as a 
thing very grievous. 

SERMON XLL 

OF CONTBNTMLNT. 

Pnit. iv. M,— -I have learned, in whatso- 
ever state i am, &e. 

MoREovhR, considering the nature of this 
dut} itself may be a great inducement and 
aid to the practice of it. 

1 • It is itself a sovereign remedy for all 
poverfj and all sufferance ; removing them, 
or allaying all the mischief thev can do us.* 
It is well and truly said by St, Austvi, 
Interest non qualia, sed qualis quis patm- 
tar. It is no matter what, but how dujmed, 
a man suffereth ; the chief mischitf any 
adversity can do us is to render us dis- 
contented ; ill that consistoth all the sting 
and all the venom thereof ; which thereby 
being voided, adversity can sipiify nothing 
prejudicial or noxious to m ; all distraction, 
all distemi>cr, all disturbance from it, is by 
the antidote of contentednesb prevonti*dor 
4 orrectod. Ho that hath his desires mo- 
derated to a temper suitable with his con- 
dition, that hath his passions composed and 
settled ogreeabl} to his circumstances, what 
can make any grievous impression on him, 
or render him an} wise miserable? he that 
taketh himself to liave enough, what doth 
he need? he that is well pleased to be os 
he is, how can he be better? what can the 
largest wealth, or highest prosperity in the 
world, yie 1 more or better than satisfac- 
tion of mind ? he that hath thi** most osstn- 
lial ingredient of fclivilj, is h( not tlunce 
in effect most fortunate ? is not at least his 
condition as good as that of tlie most pro- 
sperous ? II 

2. As good, do 1 say? yea, is it not 
plainly much better than can arise merely 

]{ rnl otun paupertate beno convenH, dives est — 
Sen, Lp 2 

Nemo aliornm neDini miner est, ned sno , ot ideo non 
pos«iinl oiuoMijuam fUnu Judii o esbO niiHori, qui miuu 
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from any socular prosperity? for satisfac- 
tion springing from rational consideration 
and virtuous disposition of mind, is indeed 
far more precious, more nolde and worthy, 
more solid and durable, more stseet 
delectable, than that which any possession’ 
or fruition of worldly goods, can afford ;**» 
the *ra xip 0 a^T 9 ¥ r«tf tteti ho’v^i9U irrf^ 

ffarog, itworrupfibi/ittj (as St. Peter speak- 
etli) of a m/*ek arid gvift .spirit u before 
God of great prire before fVw/, that is, 
aecorcLng to Uio most upright and certain 
judgmctit, it is the most precious and va- 
luable thing in the world: ThtTe i$ (the 
philosopher could say) no spettade more 
worthy of God (or grateful to him), ikan 
a good man gallantly combating with ill 
fortune. Not to be discomposed or distem- 
per(»d in mind, not to fret or w’hine, when 
nil things flow prosperously and according 
to our mind, is no great praise, no .sign 
of wisdom, or argument of goodness; it 
cannot be reckoned an effect of sound 
judgment or \irtuous affection, but a na- 
tm*al consequent of such a state : hut when 
there are evident occasions and urgent 
temptations to displeasm^^ when present 
sense and fancy dv prompt and provoke 
to murmuring, then to be satisfied in our 
mind, then to keep our passions in order, 
then to maintain good Wnour, then to 
restrain our tongue from complaint, and 
to govern our demeanour sweetly, — this is 
indeed honourable and handsome ; to see 
a worthy man sustain cro.ssc.s, wants, dts- 
p-aech, with equaninuty and idieerfulness, 
is a most goodly sight : such a person, to 
judicious mind, appeareth in a far more 
honourable and iiiMdious state, than any 
pr(»Hperous man ; lus virtue, shining in the 
dark, is far more bright attd fair : this (as 
Si. Peter sai*h, in a like case) is thank* 
worthy^ if a man for const ienee toward God 
sufferuth grief if, in our case (w'e may 
say after him), a man, out of conscientious 
deference to God’s will, doth contentedly 
undergo adversity, this, God is ready to 
take for an obligation on himself, and will 
be disposed in a m.*jincrto thank him (or 
to re\ ardhiiu) for it; tins indeed amount- 
eth to a demonstration, that such a person 
is truly wise and really good: so is the 
satisfaction of a contented poor man more 
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wortliy ; J and it is no less more sweet and 
comfortable, than that of any rich man, 
pleasing himself in his enjoyments ; con- 
tentedness satisfioth the mind of the one, 
abundance doth only satiate th(» appetites 
of the other; the former is immaterial and 
sprightly, tlie complacence of a man; the 
latter is gross and dull, like the s^msuality 
of a beast ; the delight of that sinketh deeji 
into the heart, the pleasure of this doth 
only float in the outward senses, or in the 
fancy; one U a p«)sitive comfort^ the trther 
but a negative indolcuey in regard to the 
mind: the poor good man’s j<»y ih wholly 
his own, and home-born, a lovely ehihl of 
reason and virtue; the full rich man's ph a- 
^ure ( ometh from without, and is thrust 
into him bpr impulses of sensible ohjoct«^. 

Hcmee is the satisfaction of contented 
adversity fai more constant, solid, and 
durable, tlian tliat of prosperity; it being 
the product of immutable reason, ahideth 
in the mind, and cannot easily be driven 
thence by any corporeal impressions, which 
immediately cannot touch the mind ; whev •- 
as the other, issuing from sense, is subj**ct 
to all the changes inducible from the rest- 
less commotions of outward causes affecting 
and altering sense; whence the satisfaction 
proc'eediiig from rea‘?oii and virtue, the 
longer it staycth, the firmer and sweeter it 
groweth, turning int<» habit, and w'oi*king 
nature to an agreement with it ; wluTcas 
usually the joys of wealth and prosperity 
do B<K>n degenerate into fastidiousnesi», and 
terminate in bicternesh ; being honey in 
the mouthy hut soon becoming gali in the 
bowels,^ Notliing indeed can affect the mind 
with a truer pho-surc, than the very con- 
science of discharging om* duty low ard (xud 
in bearing hardship, imposed by his provi- 
dence, w illiiigly and well. We have, tht re- 
fore, much reason not only to acquiesce iu 
our straits, but to be glad of them, seeing 
they do yield us an opportunity of imme- 
diately obtaining goods more excellent and 
more desirable, than any prosperous or 
wealthy man can easily have, since they 
furnish us with means cf acquiring and 
exercising a virtue worth tlio most ample 
fortune ; yea, justly preferable to the best 
estate in the world; a virtue, which indeed 
doth not only render any eon^lition tole- 
rable, but swoetenelh any thing, yea sauc- 
tiffeth all states, andturneth all ocourrenoes 
into blessings* 
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3. Evea the soiiBible smart of adversity 
is by eontentedness somewhat tempered 
and eased ; the stiller and <pileter we lie 
under it, the less We ibel its violenoe and 
pungency : it is tumbling and tossing tliat 
Btin^etb the ill humours, and driveth thorn 
to the parts most weak, and apt to be af« 
fected with tiiem ; the rubbing of our sores 
is that which inflameth and exasperateth 
them; where the mind is calm, and the 
passions settled, the pain ci any grievance 
IS in comparsion less acute, less sensible, 

4. Whence, if others in our distress are 
uncharitable to us, refusing the help they 
might or should afford toward the resettling 
us firom it, or relieving us in it, wo hereby 
may be charitable and great benefactors to 
ourselves ; We should need no anodyne to 
bo ministered from without, no succour to 
come from any creature, if wc would not 
bo u anting to ourselves, in heai*keuiug to 
our own reason, and enjoying the consola- 
tion which it affordeth. In not doing tliis, 
wo are more uncliaritable and cruel to our- 
selves, than any spiteful enemy or treach- 
erous friend can be ; no man can so wrong 
or molest uS, as we do ourselves, by acl- 
mhtiiig or fostering discontent, 

5. The contented bearing of our condi- 
tion is also the most hopeful and ready 
means of bettering it, and of removing the 
pressures we lie under. 

It is partly so in a natural way, os dis- 
posing us to embrace and employ the ad- 
vantages which occur coiiduciblo tuercto ; 
for as dibcontent blindetli men, so that they 
cannot descry the ways of escape from evil, 
it dispiriteth and discouragetii them from 
endeavouring to help themselves; it dc- 
priveth them of many succours and expe- 
dients, which occasion would afford for 
their relief: so he, that being undisturbed 
in his spirit, hath bis eyes open and his 
courago up, and all his natural powers in 
order, will bo always ready and able to do 
his best, to act vigorously, to snatch any 
opportunity, and employ any means towaru 
the freeing him&olf from what appearcth 
grievous to him. 

Upon a supernatural account, content is 
yet more cfncacious to the same pm^>se : 
for cheerful submission to God's will doth 
please him mnch, doth strongly move him 
to withdraw his afflicting hand, doth effee- 
tually induce him to advance us into a most 
comfortable state ; of all virtues, there h 
noiu more acceptaldc to God than patience. 
God wiU take il well at our hands if wc do 
couti modi} receive foom hisliand the worst 
things ; It lb a monstrous thing not to re- 
ceive pro«pevitj with gratefu) senbc, but it 


is heroical with the same mind to reedve 
things unpleasant: ho tlut doth so 

vgu (aU it$ 0iv^^w<r9ff fTi^Aveurett h (it 

he suffertth loss as a man^ hvt is croumed 
as aUmr of (xod/ Besides that, it is an 
unreasonable thing to think of enjoying 
both rest and pleasure hero, and the re- 
wards hereafter ; our consolation here wifo 
Dives, and our refreshment hereafter with 
Lazarus. 

Be humbled (saith St. Peter) vinder the 
mighty hand of Ood^ that he may exalt you 
in duetime^ (b when it is opportune 
and seasonable ;) and, humbfed (saiili 
St. James) b^ore the Lord ^ <md he mil exalt 
you : ^ and, When (saith Job's friends) men 
are oast dowu^ then thou shah say there is 
lifting up, and he Ml sane the hmdde fter- 
son,^ God with fkv curable pity hearkeneih 
to the groans of them who are humbly con- 
trite under his hand, and rcvoi ontl} tremble 
at his word; he reelveth the hinntof the 
humble ; he is nigh to the broken of heart, 
and saveth suck as are of a contrite spmt; 
he heedeth the broken in heart, mtd hnaieth 
up their wounds;^ he prociaimeth bif\se(l- 
ness to the poor in spirit, and to those that 
mourn because they shall fold comfort 
and mercy: all which declarations and 
promises arc made concerning th(»se who 
bear adversity with a subniiss and con- 
tented mind ; and we see them effectually 
Reformed in the cases of Ahah, of tlio 
Niuevites, of Nebuchadmvzar, of Manas- 
ses, of Hezokiah, of David; of all persons 
mentioned in hoi} iicripture, ujion whom 
adversities had such kindly fiperations. 
But discontimt and impatience do oflt nd 
God, and provoke him to eontinue his 
judgments, yea to increase the load of 
them: to be sullen and stubb(»rn is tlie 
sure way to render our condition w'orsc and 
more intolerable: for, who hath hardiued 
himself e^emst Ood and prospered The 
Pharaohs and Sauls, and such like per- 
sons, who rather would brook tlian bend, 
who, being dissatisffed with their condition, 
chose rather to lay hold on oilier imaginary 
succours, than to have recourse to God’s 
mercy and help ; thf>se, who (like the re- 
fractory Israelites) have been smitten in 
vain OR to any quiet submission or eouve^- 
sioii unto God, what have they but i lunged 
themsdveB deeper into wretchedness ? 

It is indeed to quell our banglily sto- 
mach, to check our froward humour, to 
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curb our in)|>etuout» deidrofl, to calm cmr 
diborderly piussions, to sa|)pross our fond 
admiration and eager affection toward these 
worldly things, in sh(»rt, to work a con- 
tented mind m as, tliat God over doth in- 
flict any hardships on u«, that he crosseth 
us in oiir projects, that he detoineth us 
in any troublesome state; until this be 
achieved, as it is not expedient that we 
should be tased, as relief would really be 
no blessing to us ; so God (except in anger 
and judgment) willuowise grantor dispense 
it ; it would be a cruel mercy fur him to do 
it. If, therefore, we do wish ever to be in 
a good case as to this world, let us leamto 
be conlonted in a bad one : having got this 
di.sposition firmly rooted in our hearts, we 
arc (jtialiiicd for deliverance and prefer- 
ment ; nor w ill (rod fail in that due season 
to peirform for us w'hat he so often hath 
declared and promised ; his nature dispos- 
eth him, his word hal^ engaged him to 
help and comfort us. 

Iliose are the most proper inducements 
unto coutentedness, which, considering (in 
the light of reason and holy scripture) the 
nature of Uie thing, suggested unto my me- 
ditalioTi : there ore beside some other means 
jidvisablf (some general, 8«>ine more particu- 
lar), which are very couducible to the pio- 
duotionof content, or removing discontent ; 
which 1 shall touch, and then conclude. 

1. A constant endeavour to live 
and to maintain a good conscience ; he that 
doth this caiji hardly be dhemayed or dia« 
turbed with any occurrence here ; this will 
}ield a man so ample and firm a satisfac- 
tiou of mind, as will bear down the sense 
of any incumbent evils; this will beget such 
hf>pe in God, mid so good assurance of bis 
f.uoui*, as will supply the want of all other 
tilings, and fully satisfy us that we have no 
cause to be tumbled with any thing here; 
he that by couscientious practice hath ob- 
t (lined siudi a liojK*, is prepared against all 
assaults of fortune with an undaunted mind 
and force impregnable: He wiU (as the 
I'^alniist saitn) not be afrmd of any evil 
tidings^ for hu heart 'lefi^eed^ trueting tn 
the Lot ^V Maintaining this will free us from 
all anxious care, transferring it upon God; 
it will breed a sui‘(? coiifideuee, that lie will 
ever be roa4iy to fuppl) ua with all things 
convenient, \ > protect ami di liver us from 
all things hurtful ; ensuring to us the ef- 
fect of that proiA'ise* b) the conscience of 
having performed the condition thereof: 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and iU 
righteousness^ and all these things shall be 
added nnto you,^ 

I PmiI oxu 1 . S 


This waa that which supported the apos- 
ile^ and kept them cheerfiu under all that 
heavy load of distresses wluch lav upon 
them: Our rejoicing is this (couid Wey 
say) the testimony ^our o&nsciettee^ tltat m 
simplicity and god^ swnmtv— tee haee had 
our conversation in this woruL'^ 

It is the want of this best pleasure, that 
both rendereth the absence of alt other 
pleaaures grievous, and their presence in- 
sipid: had we a good conscience, we could 
not seem to want comfort; as wc could 
not truly be unhappy, so w e could har^y 
be discontent ; without it, no ailluem^c of 
other things can suffice to content It 
is an evil couseience tliat giveth an edge to 
all other evils, and enableth them sorely to 
affict us, which otherw ise would but slight- 
ly touch us; we become thence unoapable 
of comfort, seeing not only things here upon 
earth to cross ub, but iieuvcutolowei ujion 
us; finding no visible auceour, and having 
no hopt* from the iiower invisible; jea, 
having ronton to be discoui‘aged with the 
fear of God*s displeasure. As ho that liatli 
a powerful enemy near cannot abide in 
peace, without anxious suspicion and fear; 
so he that is at variance with the Almighty, 
who is ever at hand, ready to cross ami 
punish him, what (luiet of mind can lie 
enjoy ? 'I%re is no peace to the tricked, 

2. The cuutemplatiuu of our future state 
is a sovereign m^cine to work contented- 
ness and to core discontent : as discotiteui 
easily <ioth seize upon, and cleavctli fast tc» 
souls, wliich earnestly do pore and dote 
upon these present ihmgs, w hich have in 
them nothing satisfactory or stalile so if 
wo can rmse our minds firmly to believe, 
seriously to cousid« r, and worthily to prize 
the future state and its concornmeut'f, w<* 
can hardly ever be discontent in regard to 
these things. Considering henvea and its 
happiness, how low and mean, how sordid 
and vile, how unworthy of our care and ow 
affection, will these inferior tilings appear I 
how very uneoucerned shall vie see our- 
selves to be in them, and how easily thence 
shall we be content to want them ! ^ What, 
shall any of us be then ready to say, doth 
it concern nu‘ in what rank org;u*b I jasi 
my ft! w^ days here? what considt cable in 
tm'Ht can 1 Iwive in ^this uncertain and 
transitory stale' wlia* is any loss, any dis- 
gra<‘e, any cross in this vrorld, to me, who 
am a citizen of heaven, who have a cajm- 
city and hope of the in mtfiise ric hes, the 
iucon’uptible glories, tlxe perieci and end- 
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less joys of eternity ? This was that which 
sust^ed the holy apostles m all th<'ir dis- 
tresses: Far this cause (saith St. Paul) m 
famt not — ichile we look not on the things 
which ore scen^ but on the thingswhich ore not 
seen $ for the things which are seen are tenu 
poral^ hvJt the things which ore not seen are 
etemalf and, 2 reckon (saith he again) that 
the sufferings of this present life are 7iot 
worthy to he compared with the glory which 
shall be reoealed in 

If likei^ise we do with faith and serious- 
ness consider the dismal state hclow, of 
those who are eternally secluded from all 
joy and bliss, who are irrecoverably con- 
demned to utter darknobs and the extre- 
mity of horrible pain, how tolerable, how 
pleasant, how very happy, will iJie mean- 
est state here appear to be! bow >ain a 
thing will it tin'll heem to us to be, to dislike, 
or to be troubled witli any worldly thing; 
to account any chance happening to us to 
he sad or disastrous ! What, shall we say 
then, each of us, is this same loss to the 
loss of my soul and all its comforts for ever ? 
what is this want to the perpetual w^ant of 
heaven!) bliss ? what is this short and faint 
pain to the cruel pangs of endless remorse, 
to the weeping and gnashing tf teeth in 
utter darkness^ to eoerlasting burnings f 

Thus infinitely silly and petty must all 
concernments of this life appear to hint, 
who is possi'ssed w ith the belief and con- 
bideration of matters relating to the future 
btate; whence discontent, in regard to 
them, can hardl) find access to his mind. 

3. Constant devotion is an excellent in- 
strument and guard of content, an excellent 
remedy and fenct* against discontent. 

It is such in way of inipetiation, pro- 
curing the removal or alleviation of our 
trosses: for God hath promised that he 
will give good things to those that ask him; 
The l,oM is unto all that call upon 
hm in truth; Iw will fulfil the desire of 
thf*m that fear him; he also will hear their 
cry^ and will save them. The poor man 
truths and the Lord Jieareth him^ and sa^ 
veth him out of all his troubles;'^ the holy 
scripture is full of such declaralions and 
promises, assuring us of succour from our 
distresses upon our supplication to God ; 
whence St. Paul thus adviseth against all 
solicitude : J^e eareful for nothing^ but in 
every thing by prayer am mpplicatUm with 
thanksgiving let your request he made known 
to GW.* and (addeth, signifying the eon- 
senuenco of this prueike) the peace of Ood^ 
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which passeth fdl understanding shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ. * 

It likewise performeth the same by pro- 
curing grace and aid from God, which may 
enable and dispose us to bear all evils well, 
which is really much bettor than a removal 
<»f them ; for that hence they become wliolc- 
some and profitable to us, and causes of 
present good, and grounds of future re- 
ward: thus, when St. Paul besought God 
for deliverance from his thorn in the fieslt, 
the retmrii to him was, My mwe is sufii- 
dent for thee, for my strength is made per- 
fect in weakness:^ it was a greater favour 
to receive an improvement of sjnrilual 
strength, occasioned by that cross, that) to 
be quite freed from it. 

Devotion also hath immediately of itself 
a special efficacy to produce content. As 
in any distress it is a great eohsolation that 
we can have recourse to a good friend, that 
we may discharge* our cares and our re- 
sentments into his bosom; that we may 
demand advice from him, and^ if ne(‘d be, 
r(*qucst his suceour ; so much more it must 
be a great comfort that we can iu our need 
approach to God, who is infinitely the most 
faithful, the moat aftectionate, tlio most 
sufficient friend that can be; always most 
ready, most willing, most able to direct and 
to relieve us : he desires and delights, that 
in the day of our trouble we should seek him ; 
that we should pour forth our hearts before 
hm; that wo should cast our burdens and 
our cares upon him;'^ tliat we should, upon 
all occasions, implore his guidajice and aid; 
and complving with his desires, as we shall 
assuredly find a successful event of our de- 
votions, so we shall immediately eiyoy great 
comfort uud pleasure in them. 

The God of all consolation doth espe- 
cially by this ehannel <*onvey his comforts 
into oui* hearts; his very presence (that 
presence^ in which the Psalmist saitli there 
IS fulness of joy^) doth mightily warm and 
cheer us; hus Holy Spirit doth, in our re- 
ligious intercourse with him, insinuate a 
lightsome serenity of mind, doth kindle 
sweet and kindly affections, doth scatter 
the gloomy clouds of sadness; practising 
it, we shall be able to say with the Psalmist, 
In the multitude of my thoughts within me, 
thy comforts delight my soul,'*' 

Humbly addressing ourselves to God, 
and reverently conversing wuth him, doth 
compose our minds and charm our passions, 
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dc>th bwceten our humour, doth refrerfj and 
raise our .spirits, aiid so doth inunediatrl; 
breed and nourish oontentednobs. 

It also strengtheiietliour faith, andquie- 
keneth our hope in God, wherijby we are 
tmahlod to support our present evils, and 
peaee of mind doth spring up within us,* 

It iiiflameth our love unto God, in sense 
of his gracious illapses, thence rendering 
us willing to endure any want or pain for 
his .sake, or at his apjK»intment.5^ 

It, in dne, doth minister a ravishing de- 
light, abundantly able to supply the defect 
of any other pleasures, and to allay the 
smart of any pains whatever; rendering 
thereby the meanest estate more acceptable 
and pleasant than any prosperity without it 
can be. So that if we bo truly devout, we 
can hardly be discontent ; it is discosting 
from God, by a iieglcctof devotion or by a 
negligence therein, that cloth expose us to 
the incursions of Worldly regret and sorrow . 

These are general remedies and duties 
both in this and all other regards neces- 
the which yet we may he induced to 
jicrform, in contemplation of tins happy 
fruii (contentedness) arising from them,— 
Further, 

4. It serveth toward production of con- 
tentedness to reflect much upon onr im- 
perfection, unworthincss, and giull ; so a.s 
thereby to work in our hearts aliv#*ly sense* 
of them, and a hearty sorrow for them: 
this will divcTt our aadnc'^s into its right 
cliaunol, this will drown our l<*sser grief 
by the mfluK of a greater. It is the na- 
tiue of a greater ai>prchension or p<un in 
euiiibent, to extinguish in a luaunor, and 
swallow up, the sense of a les.ser, although 
ill itself grievous; as lu that is under a fit 
c*t the stone doth scarce feel a pang of the 
gout; he Ih^ti is assaulted by a wolf, will 
not regard the biting of a flea. Whereas, 
then, of all evils and miscliicfs, moral evils 
are im‘ompaj*abl) far the great enl . in nature 
the most ugly and abominal>le, in conse- 
quence the most hurtful and horrible; sec- 
ing, in St. Chry.sostom's language, ex(^pt- 
wig there is nothing gnevous or tembie 
amottg human things; not poverty^ not sivk- 
ness, not disgrace, not that which seetneth 
tfie most extreme of all t uils, detHh itself; 
those being names only among such as philo- 
sophate, names of vahmity, void of reality; 
hut the real calamity this, to he at variance 
with God^ and to do tluit which displeaseth 
him;* seeing evidently, according to just 
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estimation, no evil beareth any proportion 
to the evil of sin, if we have a due sense 
theriHif wc can hardly be affeeted with any 
other accident ; if wo can keep our minds 
intent upon the heinous nature and the la- 
mentable consequences of sin, all other evils 
cannot but seem exceedingly light and in- 
considerable ; we cannot but apprehend it 
a very silly and unhandsome thing to resent 
or regard them: wlriat, shall we then judge, 
is pov(*rty, in comparison to the want of a 
good conscience? what is sickness, com- 
pared to distemper of mind and docay of 
spiritual strengtn? what is any disappoint- 
ment, to the being defeated and overthrown 
by temptation? what aaiy los*i, to the being 
deprived of God’s love and favour? what 
any disgrace, to the being out of esteem 
and resjiect witli God? what any unfaith- 
fulness or inconstanc\ of friends, to having 
deserted or betrayed* our own souP what 
can any danger signify ti» that of eternal 
misery, incurred by offending (Jod? what 
pressure can weigh again.st the load of guilt, 
or w liat pain equal that of stinging remorse? 
in flue, what condition can be so bad as 
that of a wretched sinner? an> case sivcly 
is tolerable, is desirable, is lovely and sweet, 
iu comparison to this: would to God, may a 
uiauiii this case reasonably say, that 1 were 
poor and forlorn as any beggar ; that I w ere 
covered all over with blotches and blains as 
any lazar; that 1 were hound to pass inv 
days in an hospital or a dungeon; might 1 
be chained to an oar, might I fie upon the 
rack, so I were clear and inneu'ent; such 
thoughts and affections, if reflecting on our 
sinfiil doings and state do ^nggcst and iin- 
p)*css, w hat place can there* be for resont- 
rnent of other petty crosses? 

(’ontrition also upon this score is pro- 
ductiv e of a certaiu sw eetnos'. and joy , apt to 
quash or to allay all w(»rdly grief; as it 
eth a salutary repentarue, not to be repeute I 
so it therewith bieedcth a satisfactory 
comfort, which doth cverattuid repent- 
ance: he that is very simsible of hi> guilt, 
cannot but eoiisetpiently much value the re- 
medy thiToof, nierc*y ; and thence earn* ^ily 
be moved to seek it ; then, in eontomplatioii 
of divine goodness, and considering (xod*- 
graciou'4 promises, will be apt to conceive 
raitb and hope, upon his imploring mercy, 
and resolution to amend ; thence will spring 
up a cheerful satisfaction, so ])osscssmg thu 
heart, as to expel or to exclude other dis- 
pleasures; a holy and a worldly sadness 
i^aunut well consist together. 

d. Another good irwtrument of contt*nt- 
V liicss ih sedulous application of our minds 

' i r^r \ii 10,— I Wi Uirys. a4 i>cmot #t ad Stc- 
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to honest cmploymenls. Honest studies 
and cares divert our minds, and drive sad 
tliuugbts from them; they <heef our spirits 
uHh wholesome food and pleasant enter- 
tainments ; the^ yield good fruits, and a sue- 
eess aeeompaniod with satisfaction, wLieh 
will extinguish or temper discontent ; while 
wo are studious or active, disoontent cannot 
easily creep in, and soon will bo stitied. 

Idleness is the great mother and tins nurse 
of discontent ; it layeth the mind open for 
melancholy coneeits to enter ; it yieldeth 
hai'hour to them, and entertainment there ; 
it depriveth of all the remedies and allays 
which business adbrdeth. 

Reciprooallv, discontent also begetteth 
idleness, and {>y it groweth ; * they are like 
iee and water, arising each out of the other : 
we should thereftire not suffer any sadaei^ 
so to encroach upon us, to hinder us from 
attending to our business (the h<inest works 
and studies of our calling;, for it thereby 
will grow stronger and more hardly vin- 
cible. 

0. A like expedimenl to remove discon- 
tenl is good company .f It not only some- 
times ministereth advices and arguments 
for content, but raiseth the drooping spirit, 
erecting it to a loiing complaisance, draw- 
ing it out towards others in expressions 
of kindness, and yielding delight in those 
wliK'h we receive from others, infecting us 
by a kind of contagion with good humour, 
and mstilling ploasant ideas into our frmey, 
agi'eeahly diverting us from sad and irk- 
some thoughts : discontent affectctli retire- 
ment and solitude, as its element and fo(^ ; 
good ei>m]>any partly starveth it, by smo- 
thering lad thoughts, partly cureth it by 
exhilai'Miing discourse. No nm hardly can 
feel displeasure, while friendly conversation 
cntertauieth him 5 no man returneth from 
it Without some refreshment and case of 
mind* 

7 . Having right and lowly conceits of 
ourselves, is a most sure guardian and pro- 
curer of coni eat ; foi* answerable to a mufeV 
joiJgiiient of himsidf are his rescntirients of 
the dealing he moeteth with from God or 
man. Ho that thinks meanly, as he ought, 
of himself, will not easily Ihj offended at 
any thing : any thing, will he think, is good 
enough forme; 1 deserve nothing from 
tlfod, t cannot deserve much of man ; if 
1 have any c<mii)etenee of provision for 
my life, any tolerable usage, any respect, 
it H more than my due; 1 am hound to bo 
thankful. But he tliat eonct it etb highly 
y.tlul is, vainly) of him«*elf, notiang will 

* Mstet inc )i;enuH, ! 
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satisfy him; nothing, thinks he, is good 
enough for him, or answerable to his de- 
serts ; nobody can yield him sufficient re- 
spect; any small neglect disturbeth and 
enrageth him; he cannot endure that any 
man should thwart his interest, should 
cross his humour, should dissent from his 
opinion; hence, seeing the world will not 
easily be induced to conceit of him as he 
doth of liimstlf, nor to comply with his hu- 
mours and pretences, it is Unpossihle that 
he should be content. 

8, It conduceth to this purpose to con- 
template and resent the public state of 
tilings, the interest of the world, of our 
country, of God’s church. The sense of 
public calamities w ill drown that of private, 
as unworthy to be considered or cumiiared 
with them; the sense of public piospcrity 
will allay that of particular misfortune. 
How (will a vvi^e and good man say) can 1 
desire to prosper and flthirisb, while the 
state is in danger or di'ifr* ss? how can I 
me VC, seeing iny country is in good cnii- 
oition^ is it just, i? it handsome, that 1 
slumld bo a iiotM'onformist either iu the 
public sorrow or joy ? Indeed, 

0 . All hearty charity doth gi’catly alle- 
viato discontent. If we bear such a go(Kl- 
will to our neighbour, as to have a sincere 
comjiassion of his evils and complacence iu 
his good, our case will not uiuchafBict us. 
If we can appropriate and enjoy the pro- 
sperity, the w(‘attb, the reputation of our 
neighbour, by delighting in them, what can 
we want, what can displease as? If our 
heart is enlarged in pity for the misfortunes 
of otliers, it oamiot be contracted with gruf 
for our own; our sorrow, like water, being 
thus diffused, e.umotbe so deep, but it will 
be more fruitful ; it will produce such ef- 
fects as will e(»mfort and please us: it is a 
stingy selfishness which maketh us so very 
sensible of crosses, and so uucapable of 
coinft>rt. 

10. Again, if we will attain contentment, 
we must take heed of setting our afieetion 
upon any worldly thing wlialcv er, so as very 
highly to prize it, very pa&sionately to affi»ct 
it, very eagerly to pui'sue it ; so as in oon- 
eeh e our hapianess iu any measuie to hang 
on it or stick thereto : if tliei e be any sue h 
thing, we shall be disappointed in tm> ac- 
auist or th<> retentim m* it ; or we shall bo 
dis««ati8fied in its cnjojTneuf. 

So to adliere in afioction to any thing is 
an adulterou<i disloyalty towai d our Maker 
and best Friend, from which it is expedient 
that we should be reclaimed ; whence God, 
in just auger or iii kind mercy, will he apt 
to Cl OSS us iu our attempts to get it, m* to 
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deprive US of its possession; whence the 
displeasure nill follow, which always at- 
tendeth a bcparation from things we love, 
liut if we be suffered to obtain or to retain 
it, we shall soon hml dissatbfactiou there- 
in; being either disgusted with some bit- 
terness in it (such as dotli lurk in every 
sensible good), or being cloyed^ with its lus- 
ciousuess : it after a small enjoyment will 
beoonie cither ilistasteful or insipid. 

Tills, acc<n*diug to continual experience, 
is the nature of all thinga, pleasant only 
to sense or fancy, presently to satiate: no 
beauty can long please the eye, no melody 
the ear, no delicacy the palate, no curiosity 
the fancy; a little time doth waste away, a 
small use dc»th w oar out, the plcasiu'c wliich 
at ftrst they afford: novelty conuncudeth 
and ingratiateth them; distance represejnt- 
eth them fair and lovely ; the want or ab- 
seiice of them renderelh them desirable ^ 
but thepi‘t‘sence of tlicm dullcth their grace, 
thi^ pitsscssion of thcui deadeneth the appe- 
tite to them. 

N(*w objects with a gentle and grateful 
t<»u ii warble up(m the corporeal organs, 
or < \cit<' the spirit^ into a pleasant frisk oi 
motion; but when use hath Irrigated the 
organs, *uid made the way bn»c»oth and 
iru^y that the spirits pass without any stop, 
tlioso objects are no lougcT felt, or very 
iaintly; so that the pleasiwe ccoseth. 

Only those things w'bieh reason (reli- 
gious and sound reason) doth approve, do 
yuld a laatiiijr (undecajing, unalter able ) 
satisfaction * if we set our affections on | 
liiem, w 0 cannot fail of content ; in seeking 

them, we cannot be disappointed; for God 
(w ilhcuit my reservation or exception) hath 
jirouiiscd to bc'Stow them upon those who 
seriously and diligently seek them: nor con 
we be disiiossessrf of them; God will not 
laketliein away, and tliey lie beyond the 
reach of any ollur hand: having them, 

then, we cannot but fully and durably he 
satisfied in the fruition of them : the longer 
wc» have them, the more we shall like th(*m ; 
the more wu taste them, the bc'tter we shall 
relish them; lime wasieth not, but iinprov- 
eth the sense of tlieir unfading b«»auty and 
indefectible sw eetaess. 

11. It is of great influence toward con- 
tentedueaa, with an c*irnost and impartud 
regard to contemplate things as they are 
in tlicmselvcs, divested of tragical appear- 
ances, in which they are wrapt by our own 
biconsidcraW fancyj or whk'h vndgar pre- 
judices do throw upon thorn: as all things, 
looked upon by the corporeal t*}e through 
a mist, do seem bigger tiian in rtalily they 
ue; so to the eye of our mind all tiungs 


(both good and eril) seem hugeljr enlarged, 
when viewed through the fogs of* our dusky 
imagiiii,tion or of popular conceit. If we 
will esteem that very good, which with a 
guy appearance dazrieth our imogiuadon, 
or which the ooiumon admiratiou and ap- 
plause of men rcoommendetih, the most vom 
and worthless, the most dan^rociA, the most 
mischievous things often wul appear such* 
and if wo please to account those things 
^eaily bad, which look ugly or horridly to 
imagination, wliich are defamed by the in- 
judicious part of men, c»r which men com 
monly do loathe, do fret at, do wail for, we 
sliall take the best, most innocent, most 
useful, most whoksome ihuigb for such; 
and accordingly those errors of our minds 
will be followed by a pcrv(T,se practice, 
productive of disdOtlibfactionand displeasure 
to us. No man ever will be satisfied, who 
values things according to Uie jirice which 
fancy .sefteth on them, or according to the 
rate tbe\ boar in the ooinmoii mai*ket ; who 
distinpui<hoth not lK*twcon good and fa- 
mous, bad and infamous ; who is affected 
accordingly with the want of those things 
which men call good, with the presence of 
thu«e w'hicli tht'y Urm bad. 

But if we judge of things as God de- 
clareth, as impartial and cautious reason 
diclaleth, as experience diligently observed 
(by their fruits and consequences) disco- 
vercth them 1 o be, w e sliall have little cause 
to be ail'ected by the want or presence of 
any &ueh thing wliich is wont to produce 
di.se<mtcnt. 

12. We should t«> this inmiiosc take es- 
pecial cart to search out through our eou- 
dilion, and pick thence the good that is 
therein, ii)«il>ing the be&t we <*an of it, en- 
joying and iiiiproving it ; but w'hat is in- 
convenient <ir oftensive therein, declining 
it, diminishing it, tempering it so well as 
we may , always forbearing to aggravate it. 
There are in nature divers simples, which 
have in them some pari or some juice very 
noxious, which being severed and cast away, 
the rest bccouieth whoie^imie teod; neither 
indeed is there any thing in nature so ve- 
nomous, but that from it, by art and indus- 
try, may be extracted somewhat meilirinal 
and of good use wdieii duly applied ; in 
mobt ajiparcut evils lieth cnelosid much 
good, w bich if we carefully st'parate (cast- 
11 ^ away the intermixed dros«* and rcfr&e), 
we shall find benefit, and taste Cimifort 
thence ; there is nothing so tbiH oughly bad, 
a.s, being well ordered and opportunely 
ministered, wifi not do us much giiod: so if 
from poverty we cast away or biMr quietly 
tlait wliich a Utile pincheth the scuso or 
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jrrateth oti tlic fancy, and enjoy the undis- 
Iractediiess of liuiid, the liberty, the leisure, 
til* health, the security from envy, obloquy, 
htrifo, which it afrordeth, how satisfactory 
may it become to up! The like convenieiiees 
are m disgrace, disappointment, and other 
sucli evils, which being improved may en- 
dear them to us: even sin itself (the worst 
of evils, the only true evil) may yield great 
benefits to n$ ; it may render u& sober and 
lowly in our own eyes, devout in imploring 
mercy, and thankful to God for it; mer- 
< iful and charitable toward others in our 
opinions and (‘ensures; ni(»re laborious in 
our good practice, and watcliful over our 
steps; and if this deadly poison well ad- 
ministered yieldetb effects so exceedingly 
boneficia] and salutary, w'hat many other 
harmless (though unhandsome and unplea- 
sant) things do, being skilfully managed! 

1:1. It is a most effectual means of pro- 
ducing content, and curing discontent, to 
rouse and fortify our fail h in God, by, with 
most serious attention, reflecting upon the 
arguments and experiments which assure 
us concerning God’s particular iirovidence 
over all, over us. It is really infidelity (in 
whole or in part, no faith, or a small and 
weak faith) which is at the root, as of all 
sm, so particularly of discontent : for how 
is it j»ossible, did we firmly believe, and 
with any measure of attention consider, 
That (iod fciketh care of us, that lw‘ tender- 
( th our good, that he is ready at hand to 
&ucc<)ur us (how then, I say, is it possible), 
that we should fear any want, or gri *vously 
jcsent any thing iiioideiit? But we, like St. 
JVtcr, are oktycTitmn, of little faith ^ there- 
fore we cannot walk on the «ea, but in 
despair sink down: sometimes our faith is 
buried in oblivion or carelessness ; we foi*- 
get, or mind not that there is a Prot idence ; 
})ut lo(»k on things as if they fell out casually 
or fatally; thence expect no redress from 
Heaven, so tumble Into despair and discon- 
soktencss. Sometimes, because (vod dotli 
not, in our time, and our way, relieve us 
or givdify ns, we slip into profane doubt, 
qiiestiomng in our hearts wliether be doth 
indt rd regard us, or whether any relief is 
to be expected from him ; not considering, 
tlial only God can tcU when and how it is 
js best to proceed; tliat often it is not expe- 
* ' dieiit our wishes should be granted : that 
we are not wise enough or just enough to 
appoint or choose for ourselves; that it is 
impossible for God to gratify every man; 
that it w(tuld be a mad world, if God in his 
government thereof should satisfy all our 
ac&iros. 

Wc forget bow oflen God hath succoured 


us in our needs and straits, how continually 
he hath provided for us, hi»w patiently and 
mercifully he hath borne with us, what 
miracles of bounty and mercy he hath per- 
formed in our behalf; we are like that 
distrustful and inconsiderate neople, who 
remembered not the karul of God^ nor the 
day when he delivered them; remembered 
not the multitude of hk mercies ; but soon 
forgot hU uorks^ mid waited mt for his 
counsel; Thaj forgot God their Samuir^ 
who hod done great things in Egypt ^ won- 
drous works in the hind of [faniy and terrible 
things in the Ued Sva.'^ 

From such dispositions iu us, oui* discon- 
tents do spring; and we cannot cure them 
but bv recollecting ourselves from such for- 
getfulness and negligence ; by shaking off 
such wicked doubts and distrusts; by fixing 
our hearts and hopes on him who alone can 
help us; who is our strength^ the strength 
of our hearty of our life^ of our suhutim,^ 
Of him conclude) let us humbly im- 
plore, that he in mere) would bestow upon 
usgi'ace to ^ubmii in all things to his will, 
to a(‘quiesce in all his disptmsations, gkdly 
to embrace and undergo whatever be al- 
loltelh to us; iu cvciy condition, and for 
all events befalling us, hcartil) to adore, 
thank, and bless him; oven so to the <‘Ver 
blessed God, our gracious Maker and Pre- 
server, bo eternally r<n<lercd all glor), 
thanksgiving, and pndse. Amen. 


SERMON XLII. 

OF rATFKNCE. 

I Pet. ii. 21. — Iie(%LU\p (lirnt nho suf- 
fered for us^ leaving us an example^ that 
ye should follow his steps. 

In tliese words tw'o things appear especially 
observable; a duty implied (the duty of 
patience)^ and a reason expressed, whi<*h 
enforceth the practice of that duty (the 
example of Christ,) We shall, using no 
more preface or circumstance, first briefly, 
in way of explication and direction, touch 
the duty its# If, thi'ii more largely describo 
and urge the example. 

I'be w'onl patience hath, in common 
usage, a double meaning, taken from the 
respect it hath unto two sorts of objeetH, 
somewliat different. As it respecteth pro- 
vocations to anger and revenge by injuries 
or discourtesies, it signifieth a disposi- 
tion of mind to bear them with charitable 
meekness ; as it relateth to adversities and 

• P»l XwMil 42 , ovi 7, 13, 21 *> Pnal **il 10 , 
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disjM)sed In us 1>y Providence, it 
importeth a pious unil(‘rjj;niug and sustain- 
ing thoui. That l>oth tiiese kinds of pa- 
tience may here be understood, we may, 
consulting and considering the context, 
easily diseern: that which immediately pre- 
eodeth, J/ whev ye do wr//, and suffer for 
it^ ye take it patiently^ this is averjitable to 
God^ relaleth to good cinlurance of ad- 
V(Tsity; that which ])resontly followeth, 
who when he was reoiled reviled not again ^ 
when he sufficed he threatened refem‘lh 
to meek comporting w ith provocations : the 
text tln*rcfore, as it looketh backward, dofli 
recommend the patience of adversities, as 
forward, the patienee of contmnelies. Ihit 
seting both these objects are redueible to 
one more general, comprising both, that 
is, things seeming evil to us, or cdleiisiAe 
to our sense, we may so exjdieate the duty 
of patienee, as to include* them both. 

i^atienec, then, is that v irtue w liichquali- 
heth ns lo bear all conditions and all events, 
})Y Clod’s dhposal incident tt» us, wilb such 
apprelu'nsion- and pernuasions of mind, 
safh di‘'pO'-i(ioJH and affections of heart, 
such cxt('rnal de[mrtnicnts and practices 
of life, as (lod r^quin-lh and good reason 
(lirecteth. Its nature* will, I conceive, be 
undcr'-torid last by consideiing the chief 
acts which it produ<*cth, and w In. rein i^pe- 
ciiilly the practice thereof cemsisteth; the 
which brieriv are these: 

1. A thorough persuasion, that nothing 

b(*fiilh th us hv fate, or by chance, or by I 
the mere agency of inferior caust‘s, but 
th*it all pruieedeth from the dispensation, 
OP with the alh»wance I'f (lod; that offie- 
tion doth not eona forth of the dust, nor 
doth trouble spring out of the gtound;^ hut 
that all, both good and tx>d, pnrccedeih out 
of thn nurtitfi of the Most according 

ns David reflected when Sbimei reviled 
him: Jet him (said the good king) curse, 
because the Lord hath said unto him. Curse 
Da rid g and as Joh, when be waj* spoiled 
of all his goods, aeknowledged. The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken array, 

2. A firm belief, that all <weuiTenees, 
how'ever a<lv t rse and (To&s to our dc'-ires, 
arc w eJl consistent with the justice, wisdom, 
and goodiic'-s of (Sod; so that wo cannot 
rea**onably disapprove, rejiine at, or com. 
plain of them; but are hound and ready 
to avow* w'ilh the Psalmist, that all his paths 
ate mercy and truth; he is tighteaus in all 
his ways, and holy in all his works:' to 
judge mid say with Ilezckiah, GoofI is the 
wurd of t hi iMrd, whwh thou hast spoken , * 

• lo1)v. Ti s nam 111 3H. ' 2 Satn xii 10 ^ lob 
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to coDfesH H'ith David unto him, Iknow^ 

0 Lord, that thyjudgmctd^ are tight, and 
that thou in faithfulness hast ajflieted we/ 

3. A full satisfaction of mind, that all 
(even tlie most bitl(*r and sa<l accidents) 
do (a<*cording to God*s purpose) tend and 
conduce to our g(K»d; acknowdedging the 
truth of tJiose divine aphorisms: Happy is 
the man whom God torrevteth; whom the 
Lord loveth he cortecteth, even as a father 
the son in whom he cblighfeih. As many as 

1 love, £ rebuke and chasten,^ 

4. An entire submission and resignation 
of our wills to the will of God, suppressing 
all r(‘bellious insurr<*ction& and gidevous re- 
serjtiie‘nls of heart against his providence ; 
whhdi may dispose us heartily to say after 
our Lord, J^et not my will, hut thbw be done ; 
with good Eli, It is the Lord, let him do 
ivhat see nit fh him good ; with David, Here 
I am, let him do to me as seemetk good to 
him, yea, even with Socrates, If soil pleas- 
eih God^ so let it be.^ 

5. Ih aring adv ersities calmly, cheerfully, 

and courage\m»ly, so as not to be discom- 
posed with Jiiigcr or grief ; not to be put 
out of humour, not to be dejected or dis- 
bcartcued ; but in our disposition of mind to 
resemble the primitive saints, who were 
Xv9rpb^i>0if ail at as grieved, hut al~ 

ipays rejoicing; who took joyfully th* spoil- 
ing of their goods, w'ho acetjunted it aU joy 
when they fell into divers tribiflation^,f 

6. A ho}>cful confidence in (jod for the 
remov*al or eu'^einent of our afiiiictions, and 
fur his aracious aid to support them well; 
agreeahh* to tbost*good rules and prect*pts : 
It is good that a imn should both hojw, and 
wait quietly Jor the salvatwu of the Laid; 
liest hi the Lord, and w/it juftteutly fur 
him ; wait on the Lord, he of good i onrage, 
and he shall strengthen thine heart / accor • 
ding to the pattern of David, who, in such 
a case, ihiLs rousul and staye<l himself: 
Why art thou vast dinm, (> my soul, and 
why art thou disquieted within wev hope 
thou in God, for 1 shdl yet prais'e him Jor 
tin help of his countenanee and after the 
holy apostles, who in their most forlorn 
estate could say , MV are troubled on m/ v 
side, yd not distressed; we are perpiueil, 
hut not in desjmir; perseiuted, hut wtt fot- 
sahn; east doun^ hut not desh oyed.”^ 

7. A willingness lo •‘oiitiiiue, duriiiC 
God’s pleasure, in our alHieted suite, vihli- 
out weariness or irksome hmgings tbi al- 
teration ; a< cording to that advice of the 

' hJobv. 17, Jaittcsi lA, Prt»\ 
Hi 12, llll) >, R.C1 111 I'J. ‘ li^Mko XXil 42. 
1 bam 111 Is » Sam \v j(> Jt i.t* \\ 10, Mi'b 

21 , Jaim ',imi 111 2ti I •sal xvxvH 7. 
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Wise Mail, My ao», desphe not the 
tevin^ of the Lord^ ndtfier be toeary of hU 
correction;^ and that of the apostle, backed 
nvith our Lord's example, Con^ring him 
that endured such contradiction of mmef's 
against himself lest ye be weary and falrU 
in your minds»^ 

8. A lowly frame of mind (that is, being 
si>bGr in our conceits of ourselves, sensible 
of our own unworthiness and meanness, of 
our natural frailty, penurv, and wretched* 
ness ; of our manifold demets and znis<*ar- 
riages in practice; being meek and gentle, 
tender and pliable in our temper and frame 
of spirit ; being deeply affected witli re\e. 
ronce and dread towai*d the awful m^esty, 
mighty power, perfect justice and sanctity 
of God ; all thi'i) wrought by our adver- 
sity, effect nalJ^, ace</rding to its design, 
quelling our liaugli ty stomach, softening 
our he.ir<l hearts, mitigating «)nr peevish 
humours; at cording to St. Peter’s injunc- 
tion, Be humbled under the mighty hand of 
Ood;"^ and God’s own approbation joined 
witli a gracious promise, To this man unit 
1 looh, eeen to him that ts of a poor and 
fontrite spirit^ and trerfibleih at my word.'^ 

9. Restraining our tongues from all dis- 
contentful complaints and murmurings, all 
profane, liarsh, unsavom’y expressions, im- 
I>orting displeasure or dissatisfaction in 
God’s de^ings towiird us, arguing despera- 
tion or distrust in him ; such as were those 
of the impatient and incredulous l^sratlites: 
They spake against Crorf, oim/ said^ Cun 
God fumhh a table in the wild nms^ — 
Behold^ he smote the rock^ that the watfrs 
gushed nnt^ and the streams orer/lou^td; 
van he give head ahof can he ptovuh 
Jivsh for hu people Such as tht,^ used, of 
whom the prophet '-aid. When they shall be 
hmigry^ they unll fret themselves^ and curse 
iheii* king awJ their God;* ''Uch as they 
were guilty of, whom St. Judecalleth yt^y- 
yvrraf, xm /xiu^ptmifovsy murmurers^ ami 
querulous persons (or such aa found fault 
with their lot), tliat which is staled, char- 
ging God foolishly;* for abatainiug fr ^n 
which, notwithstanding the pressure ot Ids 
most gi'ievous ealamiticb, J(tb is commended 
(where it is said, Job sinned tiot^ neither 
charged God foolishly i'* that which the 
projjhet coiidemucth as unreasonahJe in 
fhav expostulation, Wherefore doth tlw hmng 
nuin complain y In such coses, we should 
sm )ihcr our passions in a still and silent 
dciuf'anour, as the Psalmist advised, and 
iih he practised liimsclf; I um dumb (saith 


he) and opened lud my mouthy because it 
um thy doings. ^ Y ca, controriw ise , patience 
requireth, 

10. Blessing and praising God (that is, 
declaring our iiearty safisfdction in God’s 
proceedings with us, acknowledging his 
wisdom, justice, and goodness therein, ex- 
pressing a grateful sense thereof, as whole- 
some and beneficial to us), in conformity 
to Job, who, upon the loss of all his com- 
forts, did thus vent his mind: The Lord 
gave^ and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord,^ 

IL Abstaining from all irregular and 
unworthy coursts towjird the removal or 
redress of our crosses ; choosiug rather to 
abide quii'tly imder their pressure, than by 
any unwarrantable m(>ans tf» relieve or re- 
hix ourselves; contentedly wearing, rather 
than violently breaking our yoke ^ or bursting 
our bonds rather continuing poor, than 
striving to enrich ourselves by fraud or 
rapine; rather Iving under contempt, than 
by sinful or sorcud comphanct s attempting 
to gain the favour and respect of men; 
rather embracing the ineauesL cotidiUoii, 
than labouring by any turbulent, unjust, 
or uncharitable practices, to amplify om* 
estate; rather enduring any incouveiuence 
or distress, than seWug our faces toward 
Egypt* or ha\ing recourse to any succour 
which God disalluwtith ; ac'cording to w hat 
is implied in that repreljensiun of St. Paul, 
Now tketefore it is utterly a fault among 
yvu^ because ye go to Iwo one uiih another. 
Why do ye not rather take wrong vdiy do 
ye not rather suffer yoursehes to be dtfraiuU 
ed^*- and in that advice of St. Peter, Let 
them that suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keejdng of theb souls to htm 
in wtll-doin^.^ as unto a faithful 

12. A fair behaviour toward the instru- 
ments and abettors of our affliction ; those 
who brought us into it, or w lio detain us 
iimler it, by keeping oft* relief, or sparing 
to yield the succour which wc might ex- 
pect; the forbearing to express any wrath 
or displeauiro, to exercise any revenge, t«) 
retain any gimdge or enmity toward them ; 
but rather even upon that score beju*ing 
good-will, and showing kindness unto them; 
unto them, not only as to our brethren, 
whom, according to the general Uw of 
charity, w c are bound to love, but as to the 
servants of God in this particular case, or 
as to the instruments of liis pleasure toward 
us ; considering that by maligning or mis- 
chiefing them, wc do signify ill resentment 
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of God's dealings with us, and in effect, 
through their sides, do wound his provi- 
dence : thus did the pious king demean 
himself when he was bitterly reproached 
and cursed by Shiinei not suffering, upon 
this account, any harm or requited to be 
offered to him : thus did the holy apostles, 
who being revHed^ did bless; being.t^se^ 
ciited^ did bear it ; being defamed^ aid cw- 
treaf,^ thus did our Lord deport himself 
toward luh spiteful adversaries), who being 
reviled^ did not revile again; when Ju* stij- 
Jeted, did not threaten; but vomnutted it to 
him that jadgeik righteoudy.^ 

LS. Particular!) in regard to those who, 
by injurious and offcnsixe usage, do pro- 
voke patieiu e imi>orteth, 

(1.) That we be not hastily, over-casilv, 
not iinmoderatcly, not pertinacioiisl) ip- 
censed with anger toward tlicm, accoiding 
to those divine precepts and aphorisms: J9c 
dow to wrath ; be not hasty in thy spirit to 
be angry ; for anget resteth in the bosvni of 
fooU. Give place to wrath (that is, remove 
it .) Let all bittenwss^ and wratk^ and anger ^ 
and ikimour^ and evil sjteaking^ be put away 
Jt oni you , ivith all malice » Cease from anger ^ 
It i go displeasure^ fret nut thyself anywise 
to do eviU 

(2.) That we do not in our hearts har- 
bour any ill w ill, or ill wishes, or ill designs, 
toward them, but that we truly desire their 
good, and puiposc to fui'ther it, as we shail 
have ability and occasion, according to tliat 
law (r*\im charged on the Jews), Thou sholt 
not bear any grutlge against the t hildren of 
thy])eople ; but thou skaU love thy neighbour 
as thyself, an<l according to that noble 
command of our Saviour, Lore your ene- 
/«/>*, pray for them which despitefully use 
you and iHineLUie you,^ 

(3.) Thai in effect we do not execute 
any revenge, t»r for requital do any mis- 
chief to them, either in word or deed; but 
for their reproaches exchange blessings (or 
g()(»d words and wishes ;) for their outrages, 
repay benefits and good titrns ; according 
those e\ angelical rules: J)o good to them 
that hate you^ bless th^m that curse you ; 
Bltss them that persecute bless and 
nirse not ; See that n&ne render evil for evil: 
Be pitiful,^ be coartcoTM, not rendering evil 
for evil,^ or railing for railing^ hut cuntrari- 
11 he blessing: If thine enemy hunger ^ feed 
him; if he give him drink: Sny wof, 
I V ill do to him as he hath done to me , 1 
J u ill render to the tnan according to his 
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work: Say thou not^ ImU recompense mf, 
but wait on the Lord,^ and he shall sane theeJ 

14. In fine, patience doth include and 
produce a general meekness and kindness of 
affection, together with an enlarged sweet- 
ness and pleasantness in conversation and 
carriage toward all men; implying, that 
how h^d soever our case, how sorry or sad 
our condition Is, we are not therefore angry 
with the world, because we do not thrive or 
flourish in it; that we arc not dissatisfied 
or disgusted with the prosperous estate of 
other m< n ; that we arc not become sullen 
or froward toward any man, because liis 
f ftune excelleth ours, but that ratlier wc 
dortjoice with them that njoice;i we do 
find complacence and delight in their good 
sncicbs* we borrow satisfaction and plea- 
sure froiM Iheir enjoyments. 

Ill then* and the like acts, the practice 
of this virtue (a virtue which all men, in 
this state of inward weakness and outward 
trouble, shall ha\ e much need and frequent 
occahioD to ( xercise) consisteth ; unto which 
practice, even philosophy, natural reason, 
and common sense, do suggest many in- 
ducemcmls ; the tenor of our holy faith and 
religion do supply more and better; but 
nothing can more clearly direct, or more 
powerfully excite thereto, than that admi- 
rable example, by which our text doth en- 
force it: s«>me principal of those ra'donai 
inducements we shall cursorily touch, then 
iiHist upon this example. 

It will generally induce us to bear pa- 
tiently all things incident, if we consider, 
Uiat it is the natural right and prerogative 
of God to dispose of all things, to assign 
our station here, and allot oui* portion to 
us; whence it is a most wrongful insolence 
in us, by complaining of our state, to con- 
test his right or impeach his management 
thereof: that we arc obliged to God's free 
bounty for numberless great benefits and 
favours; whence it is \ile ingratitude to be 
displeased for the want of some lesser con- 
veniences: that God having undertaken and 
promised to sujiport and succour us, it is a 
heinous afffront to distrust him, and conse- 
(j^uently to be dissatisfied with our condL 
tion: that seeing God doth infinitely better 
tmderstand what is good for us than we 
can do, he is better affected tow^ard us, and 
more truly lo\eth us, than we do ourselves, 
he, with an unquestionable right, hath an 
uncontrollable power to dispose^ of us ; it is 
most reasonable to acquiesce in his choice 
of our state: that since wo have no claim 

*MMt ^ 44, Rom xu 14; 1 Th«m v IS, 1 1 ^ 1 . 
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to any good or any pleasure, and thence, in 
withholding any, no wrong is done to us, 
it is unjust and frivolous to murmur or 
grumble; since wo are, by nature, God^s 
servants, it is fit the appointment of our 
rank, our garb, our diet, all our accom- 
modations and employments in his family, 
should be left entirely to his dbc^etion and 
pleasure: that we being grievous sinners, 
less than the least of God's mercies^ me- 
riting no good, but deserving sore punish- 
ment fromliim, it is just that we should be 
highly content and thankful for any thing 
on thts side death and damnation: that our 
adiictions being the natural fruits and re- 
sults of our choice or voluntary miscar- 
riag<is, it is reasonable we should blame 
ourselves, rather than pick quarrels witli 
Providence for them: that our condition, 
be it what it will, cannot, being duly esti- 
mated, bo extremely bad or insupportably 
grievous ; for that as no condition here is 
perfectly and purely good (not deficient in 
some accommodations, not blended with 
some troubles), so there is none that hath 
not its conveniences and comforts ; for that 
it is our fond conceits, our froward hu- 
mours, our perverse liehaviours, which 
create the niisi'hicfb adherent to any state ; 
for that also how forlorn soever omr case U, 
wc cannot faU, if wie please, of a capacity 
to eiyoy goods far more than countervail, 
ing all [K>ssible want of those goods, or 
presence of th-^^se evils; wo may Iwive the 
use of our reaaun, a good conscience, hope 
in God, assurance of God's love and 
vour, abundance of spiritual blessings here, 
and a certain title to eternal glory and bliss 
Jieroaftcr; which, if wecanha\c, our con- 
dition cannot bo deemed uncointurtable: 
that indeed our adversity is a thing very 
good and wholesome, very profitable and 
desirable, as a means of breeding, impro- 
ving, and exercising the ))ftst virtues, of 
preparing us for and entitling us to the 
best rewards: that our state cannot ever bo 
desperate ; our adversity probably may not 
bo lasting (there being no connection be- 
tween the present and the future, vicissi- 
tudes lu‘in^' frequent, all things depending 
on tlio jirbitrary di«])cnsation of God, who 
doth always pity us, and is apt to relieve 
us:) that, however, our afillction will not 
outlive ourselves, and certainly must soon 
expire with our litc : that this world is not 
a place of perfect convenience, or pure de- 
light; we come not hither to do our will, 
or enjoy our pleasure; we are not born to 
make laws, or pick our condition here ; but 
that irouhle is natural and projmr to us ( wr 
are btun thereto, asthehjHirks Jlyvpmr^f) 


no tribulation seizeth tu, but mch as is 
kummi ; ^ whence it Ls reasonable that we 
contentedly bear the crosses suitable to our 
nature and slate: that no adversity is in 
kind or degree peculiar to us ; but if we 
survey the conditions of other men Ojf our 
brethren every where, of our neighbours 
all about us), and compare our case with 
theirs, we shall find that we have many 
consorts and associates in adversity, most 
as ill, many far worse bestc^ad than our- 
selves; whence it must be a great feud- 
ness and perverseness to be displeased that 
we are not exempted from, but exposed to 
bear a share in the common troubles and 
burdens of mankind: that it hath parti- 
cularly boon th(» lot of the b(\st men (per- 
sons most excellent iu vii'tue and most dee]> 
in God's favour) to sustain adversity ; and 
it therefore becoineth us willingly and 
cheerfully to accept it: that, in fiiae, pa- 
tience itself is the best remedy to ease us in, 
to rescue us from, adversity ; for il cannot 
much annoy us, if we bear it patiently ; 
God will, in mercy, remove it, if we i>letise 
him, by demeaning ourseHes well iiiuler 
It; but that impatience doth not at all con- 
duce to our relief, doth indeed exasperate 
and augment our pmn : such consldcrationh 
may induce us to a patience in general re- 
specting all sorts of evil. 

There are also rc'asons particularly dis- 
posing to bear injuries and contuuielies 
from men calmly and meekly, without im- 
moderate wrath, rancorous hatred, or spite- 
ful r(‘venge toward them: because they do 
proceed from Divine Providence, disposing 
or permitting them (for the trial of onr 
patience, the abasing our pridc‘, lh(» exer- 
cising of some other virtues, or for other 
good purposes) to fall upon us: because 
vindication of misdemeanours committed 
against us doth not a})pcrLain to us, we not 
being competent ju<lge.s of them, nor right- 
ful executors of the punishments due to 
them, God ha\ ing reserved to himself the 
right of decision and power of execu- 
tion ; Vettf'i'fince is mine, sattk the Lord, f 
will repay it : * because we are obliged to 
interpret charitably the actions of our neigh- 
bour, suppo.singhis miscarriages to proceed 
from infmmity, from mistake', or from some 
cause which wc should be rather inclinable 
to excuse than to prosecute with hatred or 
revenge : because, indeed, our neighbor's 
most culpable ofiencos, os issuing from dis- 
temper of mind, are more reasonably the 
objects of compassion and charity, thim of 
anger or ill-will; because wc are bound to 
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all injuries by tbo command of God^ 
and ill conformity to his example, who pab^ 
oth by innumerable most heinous offenceti 
ooinmitted ajj^ainst hiiust‘lf ; Grtidous is the 
Lord^ and full of v<mpa\mn^ slow to anger^ 
and tf great wernj, long-hufferivg^ arid plen~ 
teoux in mercy and truth so must we be 
also, if we will be like him or jilease him : 
becaiLSc we ourselvi^s, being subject to incur 
the same faults in kind, or greater in value, 
do need much pai'don, and should thcncc 
be ready to allow it unto otliers, both in 
equity, and in gralilude toward God, lest 
that in the gospel he applied to us ; 0 thou 
wicked seroant^ T forgace thee all that debt^ 
because thm desireflst me: shoufdest not 
thou also have had tomjmsshm upon thy feh 
loivseroanfj eoen as I hid pity on thee It ^ 
Jlocause God hath made it a necessarv cc»n- 
dilion of our ohlaininjj mercy, promising 
ns favour if \vc }i(ldit, meiwing us cv- 
tr(»nut) if we reiu.se il : If ye forgive men 
their tre.yumes^ your heavenly Fathr mil 
aho fetgive you: but if ye forgive tud men 
thih /n's/x/vve,v, neither icill your Father 
fortdvf your /mywMs/**' ; ® b(‘eause oiu’ neigh- 
bour suilering by our revenge in any man- 
ner (in hi« body, inler<‘8t, or rejmtation), 
dolli not any i\iHe profit us, or benefit fur 
eatate, but neeilles.sly doth multiply and in- 
eivase the stock of misidiicf in the w’<>rld; 
yea, commonly dtith bring further evil upon 
<mr selves, provoking him to go mi in of- 
fending us, rendering him more implacably 
bent against us, engaging us consequently 
deeper in strife and trouble: because no 
wrong, no disgrace, no prejudice we can 
receivi* from men, is of much consequence 
to us, il* iniv mind be not disordered ; if we 
are fi*ee from those had passions, w'hich 
rtally are the wxir-st evils that can bufal 
us: because, in liiu*, iinpatJence itself is 
nisignifii'ant and inf'fleetuaJ to any good 
purpcj".*, or rather produeelh ill eftect->; it 
dotli not cure our wound, or assuage our 
grief j it remmeth no inconvenieuce, nor 
repaircth any liamago w<‘ bavx* received, 
but rather iufLimeth our distemper and 
aggravateth our pain ;* more really indeed 
molesting and hurting ns, tlrnn the injury 
or diseouriosy which eauselh it. Thus, 
briefly, doth reason dictate to us the practice 
of all* patience. 

But the exaniOlc proposed by tht* apostle 
ner(‘, and otherwhere by St. Paul (Let the 
same mind be in you^ which was also in 

* IdQii-co qulH to hcdlt ul dok^as. quia IruutuB Ud- 
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Christ Jesvs^ — ) by the apostle to the 
Hebrews (Let us run iviih patience the race 
that is set before ?«, looking unto Jesus the 
aathir and finisher of our faith — ) by our 
Lord himself (Learn of me ^ for I am meek 
and lowlif — ; that doth in a more lively 
manner express how in such cases we should 
deport ourseUes, uud most strongly en- 
gagetli us to comply with duties of this mu 
ture. Let us now tlicrefore describe it, and 
recommend it to yum* cousidx*ration. 

The example of our Lord wa.H iiuUed in 
tliis kind the most remarkable that ever w'as 
presented, the most perfect that can bo 
imagined: he was, above all evpr«s.sion, a 
man of sorrems and aetjuninted with graf;* 
he did undertake, as to perform tlie beht 
works, SO to endure the worst accidents to 
which human nature is subject; hj.*« whole 
life bein^ no othf*r than om* continual ex- 
ercise of patienci* and meekness, in oil the 
parts and to the utmost degrees of them. 
If we trace tl^o footsteps of his life from the 
fordid manger to the bloody cross, we shall 
not be able to observe any nutter of com- 
pJacenct* sciirce any of comfort (in rt*spoet 
to his natural or worldly state) to have hc- 
falkm him. 

Ills parentage wa^mean, to appenramn* ; 
and his birth, in all exterior circumstances, 
despioahlc: 1$ not this the carpenters srm 
were words of contempt and oficnce, upon 
all occasions thrown upon him. 

Tli'^ life W’as spent not only in cimlinual 
labour and restless travel, but in hanl jio- 
vorfy ; yea, in extreme penury, beneath the 
stale not only of the meanest men, but of 
the most sliifting beasts: The foM hare 
holes ^ aud the bird^t of the air have nesf<^ 
hut the So7i of wan hath not a here to lay his 
W.« 

Fur his nec<»s.sary sustenance we find him 
oflen dcstitne of ordiiuiry provision (jus 
when he sought food from the baiTeii fig- 
tree), often mdebted for it to the cour- 
tesy, and, as it were, alms of the vilest 
peojile, of publwans and sinner^: so b* ufAht 
he was (lus tile apostle siiith) a 
heggm' for usJ 

Yet nuiy we never perceive him anywise 
discontented with, or eoinplaining of his 
condition ; not discouraged or depressed in 
spirit thereby, not solicitously endeavour- 
ing any corr<*ction or change thereof ; but 
willii^ly embracing it, heartily acquiescing 
therein ; aud, notwithstanding all its iueon- 
venienccB, cheerfully discharginghisduties, 
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vigorously pursuing bis mam designs of pro- 
curing glory to God and benefit to men. 

Nor did he only u^ith content under^ 
the incommn^ties of a poor estate, but be 
was surrounded with continual dan^rs; 
the most pwerful men of those times, 
enraged with envy^ ambition, and avarice, 
desperately maligning him, and being in- 
cessantly attontive, upon all occasions, to 
molest, hurt, and destroy him ; The worltl 
(as he saith himself, that is, all the power- 
ful and formidable pari of the world) ha- 
ting me yet did not this anvwise dismay 
or distemper him, nor cause him either to 
repine at his condition r)r decline bib duty. 
He utterly disregarded all their spiteful 
machinations, persisting immoveable in tlie 
prosecution of his pious and charitable un- 
dertakings, to the admiration of those who 
observed his demeanour: Is not this he 
(said they) whom they seek to MUf but lb, 
he speaketh boldly^ 

He did indeed sometimes opportunely 
shun their fury, and prudently did elude 
their snares, but never went violently to 
repel them, or to execute any revenge for 
them:^ improving the wonderful power he 
was endued with, altogetlicr to the advan- 
tage of mankind, never to the bane or hurt 
of his malicious enemies. 

Sensible enough he was of the causeless 
hatred they bare him (tft'urnm fii 
They^ said he, have hated me for nothing*) 
and of their extreme ingratitude ; yet never 
could he be provoked to resent or requite 
their dealing : see how mildly he did ex- 

r ulate the case with them : Then (saith 
John) the Jews took up stones to stone 
him : Jesus answered ihein^ Mmy good 
things have I showed you from my Father; 
for which of those do ye stone met* 

To be extremely hated and inhumanly 
pei»seeuted, without any fault oomniitit^d or 
just occasion offered, is greatly incensive 
of huinau passion ; hut for the purest and 
strongest good-will, for the most inexpres- 
Bible beneficence, to be recompensed whh 
most virulent reproaches, most odious slan- 
ders, most outrageous mi ^usages — how ex- 
ceeding was that meekness which, without 
any signification of regret or disgust, could 
endure it ! 

Out of most tender charity and ardent 
desire of their salvation, he instructed them, 
and instilled heavenly doctrine into their 
minds : what tlianks, what reward, did he 
receive for that great favour?^ to be re- 
puted and reported an impostor : rw 
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he (said they) doth impose upon the 
peopU^^ 

He took occasion to impart the great 
blessing of pardon for sin to some of thorn, 
confirming his authority of doing it hy a 
miraculous work of goodness: how did 
they resent such an obligation? by account- 
ing him a blasphemer: Behold (saith St. 
Matthew) certain of the Scribes said unthin 
themselves^ This man blasphemeth : which 
most harsh and uncharitable ecasure of 
theirs he did not fiercely reprehend, but 
calmly discussed and refuted by a clear 
leasoning: }VhtreJo/e 

eonceioe ye eeil in your hearts ^ for whether 
is easier to say^ Thy sins are forgiven thee t 
or to say^ Arise ana walk ? * that is, Is it not 
credible that he who can perforin the one 
may dispense the other ? 

Ho freed them from most grievous dis- 
eases, yea reseued them from the greatest 
mischief possible in nature, being poss(‘ssed 
by the unclean fiend:® how did they otiter- 
tain this mighty benefit ? by most horrible 
calumny, accusing him of sorcery, or con- 
spiracy with the devil liimself. FheFhau- 
sees saidj He easteih out devils by the imnue 
of the devils : ^ yea, thence attributing to 
him the very name and title of the grand 
devil : If they have culled the master of the 
house Beelzebub y how much more (shall they 
defame) them of his household Yet this 
most injurious defamation he no otherwise 
rebuked than by a mild discourse, strongly 
confuting it : Every kingdom (said he) di- 
vided against itself is brought to desolatum 
— and if Satan cast out StUan^ he U divided 
against himself; how then shall hts hngdom 
stand that is, the devil better under- 
stands his interest, than to assist any man 
in dispossessing himself. 

He did constantly labour in reclaiming 
them fi’om error and sin, in comeriing 
them to God and goodn(‘ss, in proposing 
fair overtures of grace and mercy to them, 
in showing them by word and practice the 
sure way to happiness : what issue was 
there of all his care and pains? what but 
neglect ,fdistrust, disappointment, rejection 
of himself, of what he said, and what he 
did? WJto hath believed our report^ and to 
whom hath the arm of th Lord been re- 
vealed i * was a prophecy abundantly veri- 
fied hy their carriage toward him. 

These and the like usages, which he per- 
petually did encounter, he constantly re- 
ceived without any passionate disturbance 
of mind, any bitter reficctions upon that 

* IngiatoB cura\it, insidiatorilnif* oessit - Te^t 
^ John^ii 12, Matt \\\n bS d Mutt i\ 1, Sc 
•“ Acts X 38 f Matt i«. .'M , \ii 21 *■ Matt x, 25. 
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prcneration, any revengeful enterprises 
against them ; yea, requited them with 
continued earnestness of hearty desires, 
and laborious endeavours for their good* 

We miglit observe the ingrateful disre- 
spects of his own countrymen and kindred 
toward him, which he posseth over without 
an} grievous disdain; rather excusing it, 
by noting that eut(*rtaiinnent to have been 
no peculiar accident to himself, but usual 
t(j all of like employment: No prophet (said 
he) h acceptable iv hu own couidryJ 

We might also mention his patient suf- 
fering rt'pulses from strangers ; as when, 
being refused admittance into a Samaritan 
village, and his disciples, being iu<*eiised 
nith that rude discourtesy, would have fire 
railed down from heaven to eoneurae those 
cli urls,* he restrained their unadvi'-pd w rath, 
aii<l thus p\pres.>e(l his admirable meekness: 
The Son of mu it is not come to destroy ntciCs 
lives ^ Imi to sane thrin.^ 

W e might likt‘v\ ise remark his meek coin- 
})orfinc* with thi' stui>id and perverse incre- 
dulity of his diseijiles, notwithstanding so 
many jiregnant an 1 palpable indiieements 
contiinuilly exhibited for confirmation of 
tlicir faith, ^ the which he no otherwise than 
sometime gently admonisheth them of, aay- 
ing, ^uXot i/rr«, h> , "Why orc ye 

fearful^ O i/e of little faith n 

ihff retffet< , () thou of smill faith ^ why didst 
thou doubt * ® 

What should I insist on these, altliough 
very remarkable instances? since that one 
scene of his most gi'itw ous (shall 1 say, or 
glorious) passion doth represent unto us a 
jierfcct and most li\el} image of the high- 
c''t patit*ne(‘ and me< knesa possible ; of the 
grtatcsl sorrow that ever was or could he, 
}et of a jiatitsico surmounting it ; of the 
t\tremest main e that e\er was conceived, 
}et of a eliorily overswa}ing it ; of injury 
mo-.t iiitolerabh*, yet of a inet^kne.ss will- 
ingl\ and sweetly hearing it: there may 
we observe the gi*eatest provocations from 
all lianils to passionate animosity of spirit 
and iiitemjaTtite heat of sp( e^h, yet no dis- 
covery of the leas+ disorderly, angry, or 
revengeful thought, the least rash, bittcT, 
or reproachfiil word; but all undergone 
with clearest ser(*nity of mind, and sweet- 
ness of carriage toward all persons. 

To Judus, who hetraved him, how doth 
lie address himsc'lf ? Dotli he use such terms 
iib the man deserved, or as passion would 
• Non nil saltern civttatiqiiipcum mninro nolucrat 
irotus (Mit, cum etiom disoipnli turn ooiituniuliuHU op- • 
pido cddestcs ignes reprscsontan ^oluiasfnt.— TtrU ^ 
J Luke iv. 24 ; Matt, xiu S7 ^ Luke 1\ <Vi. ' 
• Lul»* ix 41 ; Matt xvii 17 ; - Non in’ccMorfs, non 
publicanusa pcniatui- est,- Tot "‘Matt snt 2(i, 
Xi\. 31 


have suggested, and reason would not hare 
disallowed? Did he say, Thou most per- 
fidious villain, thou monster of iniquity 
and ingratitude 1 thou desiicrately wicked 
wretch*! dost tliou, prompted by thy base 
covetousness, treacherously attempt to rtdn 
thy grac'ious Master and best Friend ; tby 
most benign and bountiful Saviour? No; 
instead of such proper language, he useth 
the most courteous and endearing terms : 

I, (V , Friend (or companion) 
for what dost thou comei^ or what is thy 
business here? A ta<*it charitable warning 
there is to reflect upon his unworthy and 
wicked action, but nothing apparent of 
wrath or rejiroach. 

From his own disciples and servants, who 
had beheld his many miracmlous works, and 
were indebl*‘d to Win for the greatest fa- 
vours, he r<'asonably might have expected 
a most faithful adiierence and most diligent 
attendance on him in that juncture : yel he 
found them Cfareless and slothful; What 
then? Ilow did he take it ? was he angry, 
did he upbraid, did he storm at theui ? did 
he threaten to discard them ? No ; he only 
first gently admonished them : Whal^ coutd 
ye not watch one hour with mef then a little 
excHeth them, Watch and pray^ that yeenter 
not into temptation : he witlnd snggesteth 
an excuse for their drowsiness and dulness ; 
77ic siiirit is mllinjst^ hit the flesh k weak : 
in fine, he indulgeth to their weakness, let- 
ting them alone, and saying, Kttiivhr% Awirev, 
Slee^ cm now^ and take your rest,^ * 

When he fore'‘aw they w^ould be ofTend- 
od at his (to appearance) disasti-ous e^^tate, 
and fearfully would dt*sort him, he yet 
expressed no indignation against them, or 
dciroaio of aflccticm toward them upon 
that score ; hut simply mentioneth it, as un- 
concerned in it, and not affect ed thereby. 

And the unw'orthy apostaey of that dis- 
ciple, whom he had especially favoured and 
tlignificd, he only did mildly forewarn him 
of, requiting it foreseen by the promise of 
his ow n eftectual prayers lor Ins support and 
recovery ; and when St. Peter had com- 
mitted that heinous fact, our good Lord 
only looked on him'^ w'ith an eye of charity 
and compassion, which more efficaciously 
struck him, than the most di*eadful threat 
or sharp repreh(‘naion could have done . 
Peter thereupon went out and wept hfterly. 

When the high priest’s upon no 

reasonable occasion, did injuriously and 
ignominiously strike him, he returned only 
this mild ex])ostulation: If 2 have spoken 
evily bear witness of the eetl; if wv?Zi, why 

° Matt. xx\ i. no 'Matt v>vj 40,4ft T Matt. 
xx\l 3i. 1 Liikw xxh 01 02 - Lri^Xisl'k riv 
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mitest thm that is, I advise thoc to 
]»rocee(l in a fair and legal way against me, 
not to deal thus boisterously and wrong- 
fully, to thy own harm. 

Even careful and tender he was of those 
who were the instruments of his suflFering; 
ht* protected them from harm who conduc- 
ted him to execution ; as we see in the case 
of the high priest’s servant, whom (with 
more zeal than wherewith he ever regarded 
his own safety) he defended from the fury 
of his own friend, and cured of the wounds 
received in the way of persecuting himself.* 

All his demeanour under that great trial 
was perfectly calm, not the least regret or 
reluctancy of mind, the least contradiction 
or obloquy of spei oh, appearing therein ; 
such it was as hecojne the Lamb af God ^ 
who was to take muaythe sins of Ike worlds 
by a willing oblation of himself ; smdx as did 
exactly correspond to the amdent prophe- 
cies ; be was oppressed^ and he was afflicted^ 
yet he opened not his mouth: he was brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter^ and as a sheep 
hefui'e the shearer is dmd)^ so he opened 
flat his mouth and, I gave my hark to the 
miters^ aitd my checks to them that plucked 
off the hair : 1 hid not my face from shame 
and spitting.^ 

Neither did the wi'ongful slanders de- 
\ised an<l alleged against him b} suborned 
witnesses, nor the virulent invetdives of the 
priests, nor the barbarous clamours of the 
people, nor the contemptuous spitting upon 
him and buffeting him, nor the cruel scour- 
girigs, nor the contumelious mockeries, nor 
all tlie bloody tortures inflicted upon him, 
WTing from him one syllable importing any 
dissatisfaction in his ease, any ivrath eon- 
ceivf'd for his raisusagcfi», any grudge or ill- 
will in his mind toward his jicrsecutors; 
but, on the contrary, instead of hatred and 
revenge, he declared the greatest kindness 
and <harity toward them, praying heai'tily 
to God liib Father for the pai^on of their 
sins. Instead of aggravating their crime 
and injury against hbn, he did in a sort 
extenuate and excuse it by consideration of 
their ignorance and mistake: i^Wt//er, said 
ht, in the height of his sufferings, 
them ^ for they know not what they do.^ The 
life they so violeiillj bereaved him of, he 
did willingly mean to lay dowm for the ran- 
som of their lives; the blood they spilt, ho 
wished to be a salutary balsam for their 
wimiids and maladies; he most dicerfuHy 
did offer himself by their hands a sacrifice 
h>r their off<‘nees. No small piu't (»f his af- 

' Ijii III 21 , f’yi I I'p O'! 
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flictions was a. sense of their so grievously 
disj^leasing God, and pulling mischief on 
their own heads, a foresight of his kind in- 
tentions being frustrated by their obstinate 
incredulity and iiupeiiittmce, a reflection 
upon that inevitable vengeance, which from 
the Divine justice would attend them; this 
foreseen, did work in him a distasteful ^enso 
(more grievous than what his own pain could 
produce), and drew from him tears of com- 
passion (such as no resentment of his own 
case could extort;) for, When he wa^ come 
twar^ he beheld the city^ and wept over it ^ 
saying^ O that thou hndst known ^ eoeu fhov^ 
at least in this thy day ^ the things which be- 
long unto thy jmace.'" 

If ever h«* di<l express any commotion of 
mind in referent^e to tiiis matter, if was 
onh then when one of his friends, out of a 
blind fondness of affection, did prc'^ume to 
dissuade him from undergoing those evils ; 
then, indeed, being somewli.it moved vv it h 
indignation, lie said to S(. Teter, Get thee 
behind me Satau^ for thou art an ojfenre 
unto me ; for tkou savouresl not the things 
that be of God, hut those that be of mc/i.' 

Neither w^as it out of a stupid iiisen’^i- 
bUhy or stubborn resolution, that he did 
thus behave himself; for ho had a mo^t vi- 
gorous sense of all those grievances, and a 
strong (natural) aversation from undergo- 
ing them ; as those dolorous agonies where- 
with he struggled, those deadly groans lie 
uttered, thost* monstrous lumps of blood he 
sweat out, those onimest prayers he uuwle 
to be freed from them, declare ; ^ hut from 
a perlV^'t submission to tlu* Divine will, 
and entire command over hi> passitms, an 
excessive charity toward mankind, this pa- 
tient and meek behaviour did .sjiring : The 
vup whith my Father hath given nu\ shall 
1 not drink itt O my Father, if it he pos- 
sible, lei this vup }m^s from me; ttevertlu less 
not as I will, but as thou wilt ; lei not my 
will, hut thine be done. No man tah*ih away 
my life, hut I lay it down cf my own acrord: 
J mllg^ve my flesh far the Ufa of the world/ 
So doth our Lord himself express tlie true 
grounds of his passion and lus jiatienee. 

Such ia the example of our Lord ; llie 
serious consideration whereof, how can it 
otherwise than work patience and meekiu'ss 
in ns? If he, that was the Lord of glonj 
(infinitely excellent in dignity and virtue), 
^d so readily embrace, did so contentedly 
endure such extremities of penury, hard- 
ship, disgrace, and pain, how can we refuse 
them, or repine at tlu*m? Can we pn^tf'iid 

* Luke MX 11 , xill 31. * Matt xvi V3. ^ Malt 

xwi 37, <1b; Lukexui 44; John xii 27, Mntt xwi. 
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lo a better Jot than he received, or presume 
that God must deal blotter mth us than he 
did with his own dearest Son? Can we bo 
disj)leasi'd at a conformity to our Lord and 
Master? Can we, without shame, aiFc»ct to 
live more splendidly, or to fore inoro de- 
Ji(*ious]y than he chose to do ? Shall we fret 
or wail, beeauso our desires are crossed, 
our projects defeated, our interests anywise 
prejudiced; whenas his most earnest de- 
sire •» and his most painful endeavours had 
so little of due and «losired success; when 
he was c\cr ready, and had so constant 
occtLsioji to say, Let not my mil he dom ^ 
(".m w e despise that state of meanness and 
sorrow which he, from the highest sublimi- 
ties of glory and beatitude, was pleased to 
stoop unto? Can wc take ourselves for the 
wan! of any present coiivoiiietioos or com- 
forts to be wretched, whr nas the fountmn 
of all happiness was d(*stitute of all such 
things, and scarce did ever ta^te.luy worldly 
pleasure? Are we fit or worthy to he hh 
thsi ipleh^ if wi w ill not take up loscfoss and 
fullote him ; * if we will not go to his school, 
tthat school whtTcin he i> sdid liimself to 
have learnt ( hedientr^) if wc will nut con 
that Ifsson which he so loudly h*ith read 
out, and transcribe that copy which he so 
fairly hntli set before us? ('an we protend 
to tliose gi'cat benefits, those high privi- 
lege , those rhh and excellent rewards, 
wliit'h be hath att'iiued for us, and which 
he prupohilh Ic us, if we wdll not go on 
toward them in that wa^ of patience which 
h( liath trod before us ? 

Can VC also, if we consider him that 
Oidured such routrudiction of .wiwerA,** be 
transported with any wrathful or re\enge- 
fiil p,issioii, upon any provocation from onr 
bretlu’cn? Can we liopt* or wish for better 
unfigi Irom men than our Lord did ever 
find?* (Jan we be much di'^pleascd with 
any man fur thw^arting our desires or in- 
terests, for dissenting from our conceits, 
for crossing our humours, whenas he, to 
whom all respect and observance was due, 
did meet witli so little regard or compliance 
in any way; continually did encounter re- 
puLcft, diiappointments, oppositions, from 
the perverse and spitiful world? Ctui we 
be very jealous of our credit, or furious 
when our imaginar} honour (honour that 
w c never really deserved or can j ustly claim, 
behig guilty of so many groat faults and 
sins ) is touched w ith the lou'it disgraceful 
reflection, if we do well observe and mind 

* Quaiii firav l8 cuucia flit honimifl t'hriDtiaiu a(>Tvuin 
T all lutllu, cum priui [iassub sit DoiumuSt ac — 

Ip bit. 

» lAikr M. 47, i\ J'», Malt >t 

^ il(lj 1. S Jlib u •>, lU Ciul 11 't 'I lltb .a J 


that the most truly, and indeed only honour - 
able personage (only honoiurablc, because 
only innocent piTson) that ever wraa, had 
bis reputation asjiersed by the roost (kIious 
reproau'hes which deepest envy and malice 
could devise, without any grievous resent- 
ment, or being solicitous otherwise to assert 
OP clear it than by a constant silence? Can 
we be exasperated by every petty affront 
(real or supposed), when the most noble, 
most courteous, most obliging person that 
ever breathed upon earth, was treat her- 
ously exposed to violence by his own ser- 
vant, shamefully deserted by his own most 
boIoVed friends, despitefiilly treatal by 
those w^hoin he never liad ofierided, by those 
upon whom h<* had hea]>ed the greatest 
benefit, s, without expressing any anger or 
displedMure against them, but } lelding many 
signal festiiJifmies of tentlerest pity anil ]o\ o 
toward them ? (>an w e ste our Lord treafed 
like a slave and a thief, without an} distur- 
bance or commotion of heart ; and we, vile 
wretches, upon evt ’*} ‘•light occasion, swell 
wiih fierce disdain, pour forth rej»roachliil 
language, execute horrible mischief upon 
our brethren? He indeed was surrounded 
with injuries and atft’onts; every sin, tliat 
since the foundation of things hath boon 
committed, was an offence against him and 
a burden upon him {God laid upon kirn 
the iniquities of vs alt ;^) so many declared 
enemies, so many rebels, so many persecu- 
tors, so many murderers ho had as there 
have lived men in tlie world: for every 
sinner did in truth conspire to his afiiiction 
and dc'itructiou ; we all in effect did betray 
him, did accuse him, did mock, did scourge, 
did pierce, and crucify him ; vet he forcave 
all oftoncos, he died for all }>erv.ons ; while 
we MVTc yet enemies^ yet sowers^ ht died Jur 
usf to rescue us from death and misery : 
and shall we not then, in imitation of him, 
for his dear sake, in gratitude, respect, 
and obedience to him, li* ready to boar the 
infirmities of our brethren, to forgive any 
small wrongs it offences from them; wlut- 
ever they do to us, to live them, and tin 
them what good we can? If so admirable 
a pattern of patience, and mi ekness so im- 
mense, cannot, what i-* there that can, on 
ligo or move us?t I loiiclude wiih tiioso 
doxologios to our so patii*fit and me k Re- 
deemer:* 

^yorthlf is the 7,amh that slain ^ to 
reenoe power ^ and ri(hes^ and wUdom^ and 
strength^ and honour^ and glory ^ and hhss^ 
ing. Bhssing^ avd honour^ anti ghfry, and 
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pawer^ be unto him that sittetk uptm the 
throne^ and to tfte Lamb for ever and ever. 
Unto him that loved us^ and mashed us 
from our sins in his om bloody and hath 
made us kings mid priests unto God and Ms 
Father; to him be glory and domuion for 
ever and ever. Amen, 


SERMON XLlIl. 

REJOICE EVERMORE. 

1 Thebs. V. 16 . — Rejoice evermore. 

Rejoice evermore / O f<ood apostle, bow 
acceptable rules do^t thou prescribe T O 
blessed God, bow gi'acious laws dust thou 
impose ! This is a rule, to which one would 
think all men should he forward to con- 
form ; this is a law, which it may seem 
strange that any man should find in liis 
heart to disobey : for what eau any soul de- 
sire more than to he always on the merry 
pin, or to lead a life in continual alacrity? 
Who readily wcmld not embrace a duty, 
the observance ^ hereof is not only plea- 
sant, but pleasure itself? Who is so wild 
as to affect a sin, which hath nothing in it 
but discjise and disgust ? 

That joy should he enjoined, that sad- 
ness shoidd be prohibited, may it not be a 
plausible exception against such a precept, 
that it is superfluous and needless, seeuig 
all the endeavours of men do aim at nothing 
else but to procure joy and eschew sorrow 5 
seeing all men do cons])ire in (Opinion with 
Solomon, that a man hath nothing better 
Wider the sm than — to he merry, ^ Wore 
it not rather expedient to reeoninicnd sober 
Si 4 xlnehs, or to ro]>rcbs the inclinations of 
iiuui to cFuse inh*th and jollily ? 

So it may seem; but yet, alas! if W'c 
consult expcricm'c, or obsc^^e the world, 
wc .'.hiJl find this precept very ill obeyed: 
for do n c n(»t commonly see people in heavy 
dumps ? do we not often hear doleful eoin- 
})latntb? is not this world apparently a stage 
of continual trouble and grief? Did not 
the Prcatjhcr, upon a diligent simvcy of all 
the works done under the sun^ truly pro- 
<‘laim, Behold^ all is vaniif/nnd eeiatimiof 
spirit Where, I pray, is any full or firm 
content ? ^hcre is st»lid and durable joy to 
be found? 

It is true that men, after a confused man- 
ner, ai'e very eager in the quest, and ear- 
nest in the pursuit of joy ; they rove through 
all the forests of creatures, and beat every 
bush of nature for it, hoping to catch it 
either m natural endow meats andimprove- 

• Etcli# viH , 1' V4 lii. 12, 22 , y, 18. 26 
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ments of soul, or in the gifts of fortune, 
or in the acquists of industry; in temporal 
jiossessions, in sensual enjoyments, in lu- 
dicrous divertisements and amuaemtmts of 
fancy; in gratification of their appetiles 
and passions ; they all hunt for it, thimgli 
follow'ing a different scent, and runninu in 
various tracks ; some in way of plodding 
for rare notions ; some in compassing am- 
bitious projects; some in am«issmg heaps 
of wealtl) ; some in practice of overi*eaeh- 
ing subtilties ; some in wreaking their ma- 
lice, their revenge, their envy ; some in 
renting frothy conceits, bitter scoff'), or 
profane railleries ; some in jovial coiiv erwi- 
tlon and quaffing the full bowls; some in 
music and dancing; some in gallantry and 
courting; some in all kinds of radons ex- 
cess and wanton dissohitcn(>ss ; s(> each in 
his way doth incessantly prog for joy; but 
all much in vain, or without any eonsidcr- 
able success ; finding at must, inst^ ad of It, 
^sonie faint shadows, or Iraiisitory flashes 
of pleasure, the which, depending on cau- 
ses \ cry contingent and mu+ahle, residing 
iu a frail tenqvcr of fluid humours ot body , 
consisting in slight touches upon the organs 
of sense, in fi*isks of the rovports'il s]>irits, 
or in fumes and vapours Iwiieliing the 
imagination, do soon flag and expire ; ihcji* 
short enjoyment being also tempered with 
regret, being easily dashed by any cross 
aw'cidcnt, soon declining into anami^uts sa- 
tiety, and in the end degemerat mg into gall 
and bitter remorse ; fin*, Fven (as SoJtunoii 
observodj in laughter the heart h sorrotv- 
ful; and the end of tfuit mirth is heaidness ;® 
and, Though^ as it is said in Job (eh. xx. 
ver. 12 , 14, 20 ), wickedness is sweet in the 
mouth — yet his meat in his hoiroh is turned^ 
it is the gall of asps within him : * so that 
indeed the usual delights which men affect 
are such, that wc should not if wc could, 
and we could not if wc would, constantly 
entertain them; such njoieing (*vermore 
being equally unreasonable and impossible. 

Wherefore there is ground more than 
enough, that we should be put to seek for 
a true, substantial, and consistent joy; it 
being withal implied, that wc should effect 
it in another way, or look for it in another 
box, than commonly men do ; who there- 
fore are so generally disajqiointed, because 
they would have it upon unj)ossible tir un- 
due terms, and least expect it there, where 
it is only to be had. 

It is a scandalous mispribion, vulgarly 
admitted, concerning religion, that it is ai- 

* Sunt qundain tristok voluptatMS, Sm Fp 67.- 
UuaquikverHuni fie vertent aiuuia hominis, ad dolorca 
flgltur alibi, prfcterquam in te, Auj^ Cvm i\ . 10. 
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together sullen and sour, requiring a dull, 
lumpi&h, morose kind of life^ barring all 
delight, all mirth, ull good humour; where- 
as, on the contrary, it aloue is the never- 
failing source of true, pure, steady joy; 
such as is deeply rooted in the heart, im- 
moveably founded in the reason of things, 
permanent like the iminurtal spirit wherein 
it <lwelleth, and like the eternal objects 
whereon it is fixed, which is not apt to fade 
or cloy ; aud is not subject to any impres- 
sions apt to corrupt or impair it: whereas, 
in our text, and in many texts parallel to 
it, we see, that our religion doth not only 
allow us, but even doth oblige us to be 
joyful, as much and oflen as con lie, not 
jiermitting us to be sad for one minute, 
banisiuD^ the least fit of melanchol^r, chai*- 
ging us in all times, upon all occasions, to 
be cheerful ; supposing, consequently, that 
it is in some manner possible to be so, and 
affording power to enect wliat it doth re- 
quire 

Sucli, indeed, Is the transcendent good- 
ness of (»ur God, that he maketh our delight 
to be our duty, and our sorrow to be om* 
sin, adapting his holy will to our principal 
instinct ; that he would have us to resem- 
ble himself, as in all other perfections, so 
ill a constant state of happiness ; that as he 
hath provided a glorious heaven of bliss 
for us hereafter, so he would have us eiyoy 
a comfortable paradise of delight here. He 
accordingly hath ordered the whole frame 
of our religion m a tendency to produce 
joy in those who embrace it; for W'liat is 
the gospel, but, as the holy angel, the first 
promulger of it, did report, good tidmgb of 
great joy to all jwople Y * How dotli God 
represent himself therein, but as the God 
of love^ of hopo^ of of all cmsohi- 

tim^ cheerfuiy smiling in favour on us, 
graciously inviting us to the most pleasant 
enjoyments, bountifully dispensiz^ most 
comfortable blessings of mercy, of grace, 
of salvation to us?° for what doth our Lord 
call us to him, but that he may give m rest 
and refreshment to our smls ; that ho may 
wipe away all tears from our eyes; that ho 
may save us from most woful despair, and 
settle us in a blessed hope; iliat we may 
enter into our Master's joy ; that out joy 
may be fuJl^ and such as no man can take 
ffom usY^ 

What is the great overture of the gospel, 
but the gift of a most blessed Cotnfurter^ to 
abide with us for ewr,* cheering our hearts 
with his lightsome presence and ravishing 

« Luke li 10 ' Korn. x\ 33, 13, 5 ; Eph. ii. 
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consolations? Wherein doth the kingdom 
of heaven consist? not in meat and drinks 
but in righteousness^ and peace^ and jay in 
the Holy Ohost.^ Wlmt arc the prime 
&uit8 sprouting from that root of Christian 
life, the Divine Spirit ? They are, as St. 
Paul telleth us, love^ joy, and peace J Are 
there not numberless declarations import- 
ing a joyful satisfaction granted to the ob- 
servers of God’s commondments; that light 
is sown for the righteous, atid gladness for 
the upright in heart Doth nut our Lord 
pronounce a special beatitude to the j>rac- 
liser of every rtrtue? And if we scan all 
the doctrines, all the institutions, all the 
precepts, all the promises of Christianity, 
will not each appear pregnant with matter 
of joy, will not each yield great reason and 
strong obligation to this duty of rejoicing 
evermore ^ 

Wherefore a Christian, as such (aceor- 
ding to the design of his religion, and in 
proportion to his eompliaiun* with its dic- 
tates), is the most jocund, blithe, and gay 
person in the world; always in humour 
aud full of cheer; eontinmUly bearing a 
luind well satisfied, a light heart aud calm 
spirit, a smooth brow and serene counte- 
nance, a grateful accent of speech, and a 
sweetly composed tenor of carriage; no 
black thought, no irksome desire, no trou- 
blesome passion, should lodge iu his breast ; 
any furrow, any frown, any cloud, doth sit 
ill upon his face ; the least fretful word or 
fro ward behaviour doth utterly misbecome 
him; if at any time it appear olherwisu, 
it is a deflection from his character ; it is 
a blemish and wrong to his profession ; it 
argueth a prevarication in his judgment or 
in ins practice; he forgetteth that he is a 
Christian, or hath not preserved the iuno- 
cence btdonging to that name. For, if a 
Cliristiau remeiubereth what he is, or Is 
sensible of his condition; if he reflect eth 
on the dignity of his person, the nobleness 
of his relations, the sublimity of his privi- 
leges, the greatness and certainty of his 
hopes, how can be be out of humour? L> 
it not absurd for him that is at peace with 
Heaven, with his own conscience, with all 
the- world; for the possessor of the best 
goods, and the heir of a blessed immorta- 
lity; for the friend, the favourite, the sou 
of God, to fret or wail ? 

He that is settled in a most prosperous 
state, that is (if he pleaseth) seomv of its 
continuance, that b well assui'ed of its im- 
provement; that hath whatever good he 
can wish in his reach, and more than he 

h Rnm. xiv 17. * Oal. v 2^. 
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can conceive in sure reversion; wliat ac- 
count can he given that he should be sad, 
or seem aJfflicted? 

He that hath the inexhaustibU* spring of 
^ood for Ills portion ; that hath his welnire 
intrusted in God*s most faithful hand; that 
hath God*s infallible \vord for his support ; 
that hath free access to him, in whose pre- 
sence is fulness of joy ; ^ tliat hath frequent 
tastes of God’s goodness, in gracious dis- 
pensations of providence, in intercourses of 
devotion, in the influences of grace ; that 
hath the infinite beauty and excellency for 
the perpetual object of hfi contcmiilation 
and affliction ; that enjoycth the serenity of 
a sound mind, of a pure heart, of a quiet 
Conseiemic, of a sure hope, what can he 
want to refresh or comfort him? 

If a true and perfect ('‘hristian hath no 
care to lUstnwt him, having discharged all 
Ills concerns on God’s providence ; if he 
hath no fear to dismay him, being guarded 
by the Almighty protection from all ikngcr 
and mischief; if ho hath no despair to sink 
him, having a sure refuge iu the divine 
mercy’ and help ; if he hath no superstitious 
terrors or scruples to perplex him, being 
conscious of his own upright intentions to 
]>lease (jod, aud confident of God’s mcici- 
ful willingness to accept his sincere endu- 
vours; if he hath no incurable remorse to 
torment him, the stings of guilt being pulled 
f»ul by the merits of liis Saviour, applied 
by his filth and repentance; if he hath no 
longing desires to disquiet him, being fully 
satisfied with that he doth possess, or may 
expect from God’s bounty, all other things 
being far beneath his ambition or coveting ; 
if he hath no contentions to inflann* him, 
knowing nought here worth |>nssionateiy 
striving for, and being resol vt*d to hold a 
friendly good will toward all men ; if he 
hath no repining emy, seting that none 
i‘an be more happy tlian he may be, and 
that every man’s good by chai'ity is made 
his own; if he hath no fretful discontent, 
since he gladly doth acquiesce in the con- 
dition and success allotted to him, rt sign- 
ing his will to God’s pleasure, diking all 
for best which thence doth occur, being 
assort^ that all things shall wotk together 
for his good and advantage ; if he hath no 
spiteful rancours to corrode his heart, no 
boisterous passions to ruiffc Ins mind, no 
inordinate appetites, perverse humourh, or 
conmpt desi^s, to disti^mpcr his soul and 
disturb his life, whence then may sorrow 
'•ome, or how can sadness creep into him? * 

* 'I mSuutms .wSiw « 4'VX’' 
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What is there belonging to a Christian, 
whence grief naturally can spring? From 
God, our exceeding joy,' the foimtain of 
happiness ; from hea\ en, the region of light 
aud bliss; from divine truth, which illu*^- 
tratelh and cheereth the soul ; fiom Goti’s 
law, which rejoieeth the hearty and is su'et t- 
er than honey and the honeycomb , from 
wisdom, whose ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness and all whose paths are pvu(e\ " from 
virtue, which cureth our afflictive distem- 
pers, and composoth our vexatious iiassions ; 
from these things, 1 say, about which a 
Christian, as such, is only conversant, no 
sorrow can bt* derived; from those sweet 
sources no bitter streams can flow: but 
hell, the flesh, the world, darkness, er- 
ror, folly, sin, and irreUgion (things with 
which a Christian should have nothing to 
do from which he should keep aloof, wliiib 
ho doth pretend utterly to renounce and 
abandon), these, th( bC alone, are tin* p.i- 
rents of diseomftirt and anguish. 

Wherefore then* is the same reason, tlu» 
same obligation, the samr* possihilit'y, that 
we should rejoice evermore, as that we 
should always l>t* Chnstiaub, (*x*irtly per- 
lorming duty, and totally foibeaidng sm ; 
for innocenee aud indoleney do ever go 
lug<*ther, both together making paradise ; 
perfect virtue and constant alacrity are 
inseparable companions, both constituting 
beatitude: and as although from our infir- 
mity we eaimot attain tht* highest piteli of 
virtue, yet we must aspire thereto, endea- 
vtmring to perfect holiness in the fear of 
God; ® so, though it may not he possible to 
get, yet it is reasonable to seek, perpetual 
joy ; which doing m the right way, we shall 
not fail of jiroeuiinga good measure of it. 

Indeed, to exereibo piety and to rejoice 
are the same things, or things so inter- 
woven, that nothing can disjoin them ; re- 
ligious practice is like that river the streams 
u'hereof mahe glad the city of Ood^ the holy 
phwe of the tabernacle of the Most High^^ 
that is, every pious soul. No good deed 
can be perfoni’ed w it bout satisfa^'tion ; each 
virtue hatfi a peculiar delight annexed to 
it: whence the acts of joy, which upon va- 
rious objects, grounds, and occasions, we 
may exert, being numberless, 1 shall only 
touch a few principal instances. 

L We should evermore rejoice in the 
exercise of our faitli; according to that 
prayer of our apostle for the Romans, Now 
the God of hope JiU you with all joy and 
peace in heUeviNg,*^ 

J P^al xUii 4 ® P*jal xix 10 , rxix 103. 
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Every kind of faith (that which emhrae- 
c*th divine truths, that which applieth God’s 
mercy, that which enaureth God’s pro- 
mises, that which confideth in God’s pro- 
^ idencc, each of them) is a clear spring of 
joy, ever standing open tons; which he 
tliat drinketh shall never thirst,^ 

1, I’he faith which embraceth God’s 
heavenly truth doth not only enlighten our 
minds, but is apt to affect our hearts; there 
being no article of faith, or mystery of our 
in'ligion, which doth not involve some great 
u(h jiiitage, some notable favour, some happy 
oecurrenct' dispensed to uh by the goodness 
of God, the which faith doth apprehend 
and convey to our spiritual gust, so that 
we (iLnnot hardly hvt revrive the ward mth 
joy,* For is it not lery sweet with faith to 
contemplate the rich bounty of (*od in the 
ert'dtion of the world, and producing so 
goudly afi amc, so copious a store of things, 
with a •-]>eciul regard to our subtunanct' and 
^ce()minodation ? Is it not &alisfact(H'y to 
behiM e that (iod. by his almiglity hand and 
vigilant cure, with the same benign regard, 
ilotli u])liol(l sirnl govern the same ? Is it 
not <‘\treinel> j>leasant with faith to reflect 
on that great honour and happiness, which 
G‘tid did vouchsafe to confer on mankind, 
b^ sending down from heaven his only Son 
to assume tmr nature, and to converse with 
imn, that we might ho advanced to a/wr- 
1u ijxifion of tha divine nature,,^ and ti^ an 
oiijt>y nient of fvmvi union with (Jod^^ How 
without gi*eat delight can we bo j ersuaded 
that our Saviour, by his meritorioUb obe- 
dien(‘e and passion, hath appeased (tod’s 
wrath, and inclined his favour toward 
hath satisfied justice, hath expiated our 
oflciH'cs, hath ransomed and rescued our 
souls from the dominion of sin and Satan, 
from death ai d corruption, from liell ami 
CM 1 Listing torment, hath purchased im- 
nioi tbl lite and endless Miss for lus ? What 
comfort there in being jissimed,' b) the 
resurrection and triumph of our Lordoier 
rleath, that our souls are indccdinunortal, 
that oiur bodies shall be raised from the 
dust, that our pcrsciis are capable of an 
eternal subsistence in happiness ? Will it 
not much please ns with an eye of faith to 
behold our Kcdeenier sitting in glorious 
exaltation at God’s right baud, goimiing 
thi‘ world for the benefit of his church, 
dispensing benediction and grace to us ; 
interceding, as \*ur merciful <md faithful 
High Friest^'" for the pardon of our sins, 
tin* aecei>taiice of our prayers, the supply 

John vi. 31 ; Vii 3R ; Iv. H ■ Malt, xiJi. 30 , 
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of our needs, and the relief of our dis- 
tresses ? If we he fully com inoed that our 
Lord Jesus is the Chnst, om* Liird and 
Saviour, the author of eternal salvation to 
all that obey how can we otherwise 
than follow those, of whom St. Peter saith, 
Whom luiimg not seen^ ye hve; in whom^ 
though ye ntnv see him not,, yet believing yr 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory So from the hearty belief of every 
evangelical truth we may suck consf Jation ; 
each of thi‘m is food to our soul ; and to 
believe it is to eat it: wdiich, how can we 
do without a delicious or most savouiw re- 
lish?* 

At least methinks that fsiith gr< atly 
ahould exhilarate us, w^hich applieth those 
veritii's (so worthy of all ucrejttation*), 
wherein God doth ojicii Ids arms wide to 
embrace us, proposing most kind imita- 
tions and favourable overliu-es of mercy, 
ujwm the fairest terms possible; together 
willi effectual remedies Ibr all the niiiladicH 
and miseries of our souls: for if we are 
sensible of our luinoiis gudls, if we are 
laiien with the heavy burden of our sins, 
if our heart is galled with sore <*ompunc- 
tion for om* misdeeds, if we arc stru< k with 
the it rrors of the Lord,, and tremble with 
the fear oj God's judgments i*' liow <'oiu- 
fortable mn-^t it be to bo persuailed tlial 
Gi)d is fully reconcile aM(‘ to ns, is \ery 
desirous to show us mercy, and glsully will 
accejvt our repcnt.mce; tliat vr have an 
adrocute mth the Father^ who hath projd- 
Hated for our sbw,'* doth iiKdliie lor tuir 
piw»e, hath both full power and certmn 
will, if we sincerely do itMuninee our of- 
fences, w'liolly to remit tlit*ml so that there 
is therefore now no condemnation to thnn 
which are in (hnst Jesus,, who ualk not 
after the flesh,, hut after the sjnnt and 
tMit bang justified by fuiih^ «> ha peat e 
wdh Gtw/, through our LordJ esas ('krisi.^ 
Will not this belief re\i\e ns, and nmhe 
the broken Inmes to rejoia ''® will not the 
gospel of place be beuee in truth a joyful 
sound to us? might it not lienee well be 
proclaimed iii the prophet, Comfort ye^ 
comfoit ye myjteojdc; sjteahyc fonfortably 
to Jerusalem,, ami enj unto her,, that het 
mtrjare is accontplLslud^ that her iuifjany 
U jHtrdoned i ‘ 

And if we find ourselves in h.ihit of *"oul 
grievously disrtii.pered, labouidng under 
great iiiipoteuey and bliiidncsB, overborne 
and opjiresseil with tlio prevalency ot cor- 
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ruption, pestered with unreascmable desires 
aud passions, nnable to curb our iiicUna* 
tioiis and appetites, to resist temptations, 
todischarjife our duty in any tolerable mea- 
sure, r>r with any ease ; is it not then oom- 
furlable to believe, that we have a most 
faitlifid and skilful physician at hand to 
cure oiu* (listeni))erb ; that we have a power- 
ful aueoour w ithin ken to relieve our in- 
firmilifs ; that God is ready to impart an 
abundant supply of grace, of light, of spi- 
ritual strenj^ to direct and assist us ? that 
ii any man dc»tb lack he is onoou- 

raged tvU/i faith to ask U of GW, who 
gweth liberally^ and vph'(ndi*th not^'^ If 
any man want strength, God's Almighty 
Spirit is promised to those who with hum- 
bh* ( arnestness do implore it ; so that w e 
may able to do all things (incumbent on 
ns) by eVtribi who strengthewth «v.* 

3. And what more hearty satisfaction 
can we feel, than in a firm persuasion con- 
oc7*iiing the real accomplishraent of those 
exvmhngly great and pret bus jtromises^* 
where!)} we become capable of the most 
excellent privileges, the most ample bene- 
fits, the most liappy rewards that can bo ? 
llowr ran tlie belief, that by God’s inlal- 
libU* word, or as surely as trutli itself is 
true, an eternal inheritance of a treasure 
that cannot fail, of a glory that cannot 
fade, of a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
of a felicity surpassing all expression and 
all conceit, is reserved for us, iii re<‘om- 
penseof our faithful obedience; liow 1 say, 
cam that be a dead, dull, dry belief, void 
of sprightly comfort and pleasure ? 

Likewise tlie faith of confidence in God's 
good providence and paternal care o>er us 
(whatever our condition or circumstances 
be), should infuse a cheerful re&eshnicut 
of bcai't into us. 

It is in holy scripture most frequently 
asserted, that he who placeth his trust in 
God is a vpiy blessed and happy person ; 
and can we, without great satisiaction, par- 
take ol* that beatitude ? 

Gau we, by such a trust, disburden all 
our solicitous cares, all oiu' anxious fears, 
all the troubles of our spirit, and pressures 
of our condition upon God, with strong as- 
surance, that from his mighty power and 
watchful care, in due time, in the most ex- 
pedient manner, we shall reoefve a compe- 
tent supply of our wants, a riddance from 
tuir grievances, a protection from all dan- 
ger and harm, a blessing upon all our good 
j‘ndea\ ours and undertakings, without feel- 
iiig mu(di (*aso and peace in our hearts ? 

8 i &, <». b Luke xi. n » PhiJ iv 13 , 
Rom Ml 2 >, 2 Cor lu. 5 , Phil. u. 13 1 2 Pet. i 4 


What can he more cheering than a per- 
suasion that all our concerns are lodged in 
the hands of such a Friend, so wise, so 
able, 80 faithful, so affectionate, so ever 
readily disposed to help us and further our 
good? They who trust in God, are said to 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty^ and 
to he covered with his wings Go<l is often 
styled their rock, thdr fortress, their shield 
and buckler, their defence and refuge ; and 
are tliey not then impregnahly safe why 
then sliould they fear any disaster ? at what 
occurrence should they be disturbed? Have 
they u<*t huge reason to ttiy with the Psal- 
mist, In the shadino of thy wings will / 
rnoicc; The Lord is my strength and my 
sfiield^ my heart trusteth in him^ and I am 
helped: therefore my heart dameih for joy ^ 
and in my song will [praise him,”^ May not 
each of those confiders in God well rcpr(“*s 
all insurrections of trouble and grief with 
that holy charm, Why ait thou so vesred^ O 
my soul ^ and why art thou so distpiietedu ithm 

me^ O trust in God for he is ilw health 

of my comUenanee^ and my Goei,^ 

11. We should evermore rejoice in the 
practice of (Kristian hope , making good 
that aphorism of Solomon, The hoj^of the 
righteous shall be gladness : " and obeying 
those apostolical ii\)imctions^ that w e should 
rejoice in hope; that we should retain the 
coftfidetwcy and the rejoicing of hope firm to 
the endy Those excellent and most bcrii‘- 
ficial truths, those sweet proposals of grace 
and mercy, those rich promises, which faith 
dolli apprehend as true in a g( rji*ral re- 
ference to all Christians, hope Soth apjiro- 
priate and apply as particularly touc'hijig 
ourselves ; improving the knowledge of our 
common capacity into a sense of our special 
interest in them. God, snith oiu faith, 
will assuredly receive all penitent sinners 
to mercy, will crown all pions Christians 
with gloiT, will feithfully perform what- 
ever he hath graciously promised to all 
people, hath a tender care for all that lo\e 
and fear him ; but God, saith our hope, 
win have mercy on me, will render to me 
the wages of righteousness^ will nerfy his 
good viord to me his servant will protect, 
will deliver, will bless me in all exigencies: 
if, so being conscious of our sincere endea- 
vour to serve and please God ; if discern- 
ing, from a cai'eful refieclion upon our heart 
and wa}s, that in some good measiure with 
fidelity and diligence we have discharged 
the conditions required of us, we can en- 
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title ourselves to God's special affection, 
we cau aceomniodate his word to our case, 
w« can assunie a propriety in his regard, 
how can we forbear conceiving joy ? 

All hope, in proportion to the worth of 
its object, and the solidity of its ground, 
is comfortable ; it being the cnuilutr of the 
8onl^^ which stayeth and supportelh it in 
iiiidisturbed rest ; it appeasing unquiet de* 
sires ; it setting ai^ent goods before us, and 
anticipating future etgoyments by a sweet 
foretaste seeing, then, if we have a good 
conscience, and our Iteurt doth wt coiukmin 
T/s, our hope is grounded on the Itoch of 
offes* (on the immutable nature and the in- 
f^lible word of l^od ;) seeing it is the hope 
of tiic most worthy, the most sublime, the 
most incomparable and ineslhnable goods, 
it must be most extremely delightful. 

If it much pleaseth men to conceit them- 
selves next heirs of a fair estate, to have the 
j‘cvcrsioii of a good offee, t< be probable 
cxp^c'tajifs of a great preferment (abhough 
dcalb fOiiy inicreept, or other accidents may 
( »bstniet tin* accomplishment of such hoixw), 
l»ow much more shall that lively fwpe^ of 
which St. Peter s])eakoth, of mi inheritmicc 
wvorruptihle^ and undHiled^ and tJiatfadeth 
not away^ reserved in for us ^ who are 

hrpf Ity tfit* pauxrof God thiovgh faith Udto 
sahaikm ' (which hope therefore can never 
be dashed or <lefeatcd), breed a most cheer- 
ful ^ali ''faction, far transc ending all other 
pl< asurcs, which spring from the most de- 
sirabh’ fruitions here ; according to that 
adiiii»nithm of our Lord, Notwithstanding^ 
in Oih rejoice not^ that the spirits are subject 
unto yott : Imt ^ather rejoke that your names 
are written in heaven.^ 

111. We should evermore rejoice in the 
pcrfoimiing the duty of charily ; both that 
whicli we owe to God, and that which is 
due to our neigl-bour. 

Love is the sweetest and most delectable 
(»f all pa-'siims; and when, by the conduct 
of wl''d(mi, it is directed in a rational way 
towai'd a worthy, congruous, attainable olv 
jcei, it cannot otherwise than fill the heart 
with ravishing delight. 

And such (in all respects superlatively 
^uch) an objt*ct is God: he iu&nitely be- 
yond all other things deserve! h our offec- 
ti< m a** most perf uetl y amiable aud desirabh; , 
xm having obliged us by innumerable and 
inestimable benefits, aft the good that we 
have ever enjoyed, or that we can ever ex- 
pect, being derived from his pure bounty; 

* Ktu Tfo raS uiraarxta’o riif ratKiy^tviem^^ 
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aU thin^ in the world, in competition with 
him, being pitifully mean, ugly, and loath- 
some ; all tilings, without him, being vain, 
unprofitable, and hurtfrd to us ; so that the 
Psalmist might well sjy, Who in heaven can 
he compared unto the Lord ? who amemg the 
sons of the mighty can he likened unto the 
Lardt Whom have I in heaven hut thee f 
and there is none uj^n earth that 1 ran de- 
sire beside thee."' He is the most proper 
objeit of our love; for we chiefiy were 
framed, and it is the prime law of our iia- 
ture, to love him ; ^ our soul from original 
instinct vergeth toward him as its centre, 
and can have no rest till it be fixed <m him ; 
he alone can satisfy the vast capacity of our 
minds, and fill our boundless desires. 

He, of all lovely things, most certainly 
and eafil / may be attained ; for wdiercas 
commonly men arc crossed in their affec- 
tion, and tln*ir l<»ve is imbittered from their 
fiffectingthings ima^dnary, which thty can- 
not reach, or coy things, which disdain and 
reject their affection ; it is concerning God 
quite otherwise; for, 

He is most ready to impart himself, and 
irill not reject any that conwth unto him ; 
he mfi^t earnestly desircth and wood h our 
love ; he is not only mt>st v\ illiug to cor- 
respond in affection, but di'th prevent us 
therein, for we love him (saith the apostle) 
became he first loved 

He doth cherish and encourage our love 
by sweetest iiifluences and most comfortable 
embixices, by kindest expressions of favour, 
by mu'*! beneficial returns, ordering that 
all things shall work together for good to 
those who love him:^ and whereas all other 
oljctts do in the enj(»yment much fail t»ur 
(‘xjiectuiion, he doth tver far exceed it. 

Wherefore, in all affectionate iiiofion>< 
of our hearts toward God, in desiring liim, 
or seeking his favour and fricndsbi]i; in 
enibra<'ing him, or setting f>ur esteem, our 
good-will, our confidt nee on him; in en- 
joying him by dev otional meditations and 
addresses to him; in a reflexive sense of 
our interest and propriety in liim ; in that 
mysterious union of spirit, hereby vve do 
closely adhere to him, and are, as it were, 
inserted in him ; ■ in a heart) complacence 
in his benignity, a grateful resentmont of 
his kindiK'Ss, and a zealous desiri* yield- 
ing some requital for it, we cannot hut frel 
very pleasant transports, assuring to us the 
truth of that saying in the Ps^in, They 
that love thy name shall he joyful in thee ; * 

* Pnol. ]\.T:kiic. 6 , Iwiii, 25, * Matt. xjlH. 38. 

* John Vi. 37 ; Psul Lx\. 4 ; 2 Cw. v 20 ; John xiv. 
21,23; Aik>c. in. 20; 1 John iv. t9 > Rom %iii 2rt, 
1 Cor ii 0 'I Cor vl. 17 Acta xi. 23 ; Dout. 
X. 20, John w. I, 6 * Pbitl. r, 12. 
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and di&posiiig us to try out nith the Pbul- 
ifiist, IIou) ejrcHlrnt in thy lomns^kindness^ 

0 Lord f Becavsr thy litvingMiidimf* h b^U 
ter than life^ my Itm iJudl praise 

Indeed tliat rcuebtial n^o (kindled in 
oiur hearts by the spirit of love) cannot be 
\f>id of wariiitli; we cannot fix our eyes 
upon infinite beauty, we cannot taste in- 
finite sweetness, we cannot cleave to infi- 
nite felicity, withc^ut we should also perpe- 
tually rejoice in the first daughter of love 

God, charity toward men; the which in 
complexion and cheerful disposition doth 
most n*seinl>I(* its mother; for it doth rid 
all those gloomy, keen, turbulent imagi- 
nations and passions, wliich cloud our miml, 
which fWt our heart, which discompose 
the frame of our soul (from bimning anger, 
fi’ora storming contention, from gnawing 
env^ , from ranklingspite, from racking smt- 
pieion, from distracting ambition and ava- 
j’lcc.) It consequent ly doth settle our mind 
in an even bumper, in a sedate humour, hi 
an harmonious order, in that })lcasant stale 
of tranquillity, which naturally doth result 
from the \oidanee of in'egulai’ passions. 

And who can enumfrate or express the 
pleasures which tlo await on every kind, 
on each act, of chaidty ? 

How trium}>hiiwt a joj is there in any- 
w ise doing good ; w h(»rcby we ft‘cd good 
humour, and gi'atify our best inclinations ; 
whereby w<* oblige oim bretliren, and cn- 
dtar oursebes to them; whereby we most 
leseinhle tlie divine goodness, and attract 
the (hviue favour ! 

St, Paul tobelh us, that God hocth a 
cheerful •iirf'; and he preseriheth, that 
lie who th vierty^ should do it, e*' 
i/ittPornTit « i * men inc\s ; and in the Law 
it if! cominaiid< 1, Thine heart shall not 
grieve^ when fhoa gicest to thy poor hro- 
thet : ‘ and who indeed can out of charity 
give film*! or shew mercy %uthout cheerful- 
ness’ seeing that he thereby doth satisfy 
}iis < wn miml, i nd dt»t h ease his < »wn bow els ; 
considering that in doing good to liis neigh- 
boim he receivcth far more good to him- 
self ; that h(‘ then doth put forth his stock 
to wry great and most certain advant/igc; 
that h(‘ dischargeth an office very acciqii. 
ahh to God, (loth much oblige him, and 
render him a debtor, doth engage him 
ahundantl} to rccpiite and reward that be- 
nenconce. 

What satLfaction is there in forgiving 
offences! w her* by we discharge oui* souls 
li om vcXfitioua inmates (black thoughts and 

1 a iicorous ai liniosi ties ; ^ w lit rt b) wc clear 

! V'-al \\\M 7, l\«ii .** ^ jCoi i\ 7, lloiu 

SII r, Oua lU, lailiuxxvv 10. 


ourselves from the troubles attciuling feuds 
and strifes; whereby we imitate our most 
gracious Creator, and tran'icribe the pat- 
tern of our meek Redeemer; whereby wc 
render ourselves capable of divim* mercy, 
and acquire a good title to the pardon of 
our own sins; according to that divine 
word, If you forgive tnen their trespasses^ 
your hearenly Father will forgive yon,^ 

How unconfinedly and inexhaustibly vast 
is that delight, which a cliaritable compla- 
cence in the good of our neighbour (« re- 
joicing with Utose that rejoice*') may afford 1 
a man thence engrossing all the good in 
the world, and appropriating to liunsolf all 
the prosperous successes, all tlic pleasant 
entertainments, all the comfortable satis- 
factions of his neighbour.^ Even a cha- 
ritable sympathy, or condolcncy, in th(* ad- 
versities of our neighbour, is not destitute 
of content ; * for tlie soul is thereby incdted 
into a g(*ntle temper, suscepthe of the best 
impressions ; we share in the comfort which 
we minister to others ; wc are refreshed in 
that kindly submission to tlic good pleasure 
of God, in tliat lightsome cout('iiq>lation of 
God’s mercy, in those coinfui table hopes of 
a happy issue, which wc suggest to tlu* af- 
flicted ; •* we thence arc disposed to a grate- 
ful sense of God’s goodne»*s, in preserving 
ourselves from those Ciilaimtu's, and in 
qualifying us to comfort our brethren ; w c 
feel satisfaction in reflecting upon this very 
practice, and obser\nng that wt* do act con- 
formably to good-nature, to tlio dictates of 
reason, to the will of God, therein dis- 
charging a good conscience, and eiyojing 
a portion of that etmiinual feast, 

1 should, if tlie time would pirimt, fur- 
ther dcclai’c how wc should find delight in 
th(* contemplation of *iJl God’s attril)utes, 
of his works, of his wi»rd; in thankful re- 
sentment of all (jod’s bemdits ; in willing 
obedience to all God’s laws ; how joy is a 
proper fruit gi‘uwing <>ii the practice of 
hmiiility, of justice, of tenijicrtUice, of de- 
votion, of e\try virtue and grace: more 
j»au:lieularly 1 should ha> e evidcneed how , 
from a patient sabinissioii to God’s aiHict- 
ifig hand, from penitential contrition of 
heart for our sins, from a pious fear ami 
solicitude in working out our salvation, 
most sweet consolations (so tempering th!)se 
ingredients as to render their bitterness 
very savoury) may spring: but in reeom- 
immdiug joy, 1 would not produce grief; 
and therefore shall not further annoy your 
patience. 

Malt \! 2'i, .\av. 3^ ^ 1 Tor xui S 

** Roni Ml J > • Roui XII 

2 Cor. 1 , b y vu /,— Koiu i, 12 
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SERMON XLIV. 

KUEP THY UEART WITH ALU l>lUG£NCfi,&C. 

Pttov, iv. 2;L — Kpep thy heart with all 
diligence^ g-v. 

Before we do appiy ourselves to inculcate 
this precept, it is requisite that we shotdd 
somewhat explain the terms, and settle the 
ineauhip thereof; in doinpf that, we begin 
with the last words, which qualify the ac- 
tion enjoined as to its degree or extent ; 
tnthnllflUifrpnre: thcworcL 
au'-wering to these in the Hebrew, do, ac- 
cording to the A^arious use or force of tne 
P' admit a thri'cfold accopfion. 
'I'licy may (I.) denote absolutely the in- 
tensonessi in degree, or cxten&ion in kind, 
of the performance required in this pro* 

CC))( : TWtfii e^v xec^htan, (hllfli 

cusfndia Arm? cor tmim ; kwp thy heart 
w ith all custody ; that is, with all sorts or 
with all degrees of care and diligence ; so 
the I XX, interpreters, and the vulgar 
Ljrtin folloAAint; them, render those words. 
They (2.; takino: the i>arlit*le frtr a 
Mem ( recll(n1u(\ as thc> call it. signifying 
( ouiparati\t ly, /» te omm ruhtodia sermi cor 
tnnm ; keep thy heart above all keeping ; 
that is, especially and more than thou kcep- 
c*st any other thing: so doth Pegnin un- 
derstand them, not without cause, both for 
tJif» j’easou subjoined here, hecanse from it 
ate the issuer of Wei that is, because it is 
t!ie jrrirjcipal part and ftmntnin of all vita! 
oi)ei'dtious, and therefore di'serveth the 
b ‘d custody ; as a]s() for that in w'hat fol- 
low'., and io other places of Scripture 
fi*e(|iieutl\, we are enjoined to kee]» our 
tongues fr(»m bad dis(»oursc, our eyes ff<»ni 
wamlering afttr b,ul objeets, our feet from 
di» lining to ba I courses; and therefore, 
j)r<*hably in coniparihon to these, although 
iK'f dfid and inferior custodies, we are ad- 
monished to this iiH»st especially iiieuunhent 
ciustody of our hecU’ts, They may also (3,) 
and that prohabi) (uiough, he taktm so cus 
to denote tlae uiiJ\ev»ahty (>f the object c»r 
matter of this keepinj^, or the adequate 
term and bound thereof; keep thy heart, 
« rn ub Omut re VUStodu 

enda^ frttra every thing which it should bu 
kcjd frtnn ; that is, from evcTy thing of- 
fensive or hurtful to it : .so did Aquila and 
'rimodotion translate th(» words. Tlu'so 
.souses arc all of Uicmgood, and each may 
fairly jircteud to find place in the meaning 
c*f the words; which of them with most 
likelihood, 1 shall not discuss, meaning only 
to inaist iqion the suWance of the precept ; 

Voi. 1, 


thci nature of wliich being duly considered, 
will infer that it is to he observed accord- 
ing to the manner and measure prescribed, 
understood according to any (d’ those senses, 
or according to alt of them corjointly* 

As for the meaning of the words, Keejt 
thy hf*art^ two inquiries may be made: 1. 
What the heart is, which Solomon ad- 
viseth us to keep ; 2. What to keep it, doth 
import. 

To the first T answer, that in the style 
of Scripture the iicai't doth <'omint»nly im- 
port the whole inward man, the o Uu 

the mm wilkin as St. Paul spcHketh> 

the 9 Koutrh rw? »«((>/«? the hidden 

man of the hearty a.s St. Peter callcth it, 
cmnpi oYtending all the thouglits and ima- 
ginatjons, all tlie inclinations ami disposi- 
tions, all the judgments and opinions, all 
the passions and affections, all the resolu- 
tions and purposes formed within us; in 
short, all interior, whetluT tendencies to 
move, or actual motions of the human soul. 
For the scripture (by the way we may ob- 
serve it) .seeinelh to favom* that anciently 
mosa common and (mrrent opinhm (cin- 
braced l>y Aristotle himself, even as true 
in strict philosophy, although rejected by 
most of th(‘ latter schools), that the heart, 
that material part and principal cntrail of 
our body, is the chief seat of the soul, and 
immediate instrument of its noblest opera- 
tion.s. However, because the heart in a 
man's breaat is most inwardly seated, most 
seciud^'d fi"om sight, guarded from access^ 
fi‘nced from thing* t, thence whatever is 
inmost, mo.st invisible, most maccessiblo iii 
any tiling, is called the heart thereof ; and 
all a man's secret thoughts, inclinations, 
opinions, affections, designs, are involved 
in this name: sometimes all, or divers of 
them conjunctly,aTe called his heart ; some, 
times any one of them .singly (as there is 
subject or occasion of using the word) is 
so teimcd ; in.st:u\ccs in every kind are in- 
nuraorahly many, and very obvious; and 
thei’cfore I shall not spend lime in pro- 
ducing any; but shall suppose that here 
the word may be understood in its utmost 
t'xtent, so as to comprehend all the parti- 
culars intimated, there being no apparent 
rea.s()n for proferring cr e vcluding any ; 
all of thorn being capable of moral quality, 
both simply and immediately in thoinstdves, 
and consequentially as they niay be the priu- 
ci|)]o.s of good or bad actions ; and because 
all of them may he, need to he, ought to 
be, the objects of the keeping hero en- 
joined. 

Bill then, w hat is this keepatt^? I answer 

’ Ko/n Ml *'2 t Cil .11 t 

D a 
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that the word, as applied to this matter, is 
especially capable of three senses, each of 
which may !)« exemplified. 

1. It may imply to observe, that is, to 
keep it under a constant view, as it were ; 
to mark or attend unto, to inquire into and 
study our heart. So, My ion, saith the 
Wise man, give me thy heart, and let thine 
eyes heep (or observe) my mys:^ the same 
word which is here, is there used, both in 
the Hebrew and Greek, and can there well 
signify no other custody but that of attend* 
ing unto ; it being the office of the eye only 
to look and observe. Likewise, Observe 
(saith God in the law) and hear all these 
words which 1 command thee;^ that is, hear 
them very attentively : and so in divers other 
ploc es. 

2, It may also denote the governance or 
good management of our hearts, keeping 
all the motions thereof in due order, within 
fit compass, applying them to good, and 
restraining them Yrom bad things : so the 
Psalmist useth the word, when lie saith, 1 
will keep my mouth with a hi idle that is, 
I \^ili so rule and curb it, that no evU 
language shidl issue from it : so when the 
Wise Man adviseth to heap owr foot when 
we go to the house of Ood;^ by keeping it, 
he moans rightly to guide and order our 
proceedings, or well to dispose ourselves 
when we address ourselves to religions per- 
formances : so, again, He (saith he) that 
keepetk the fig-tree, shall eat the fruU there- 
of,^ he that keepeth it, that is, he that 
dressefh and ordereth it to advantage for 
bearing fruit. 

, 3. Again, keeping may be taken for pre- 
'serving, guarding, securing from mischief 
or damage ; which indeed is the most com- 
mon use of the word, and therefore we 
nfod IK) instancing to countenance it. 

Now any of these senses may b<* intended 
here, or all of them together; and they 
indeed are in the nature of the thing so 
coherent, or so mutually dependent one on 
the other, that any one of them can hardJ,> 
be prac'tised without the rest: for with'^ut 
heodfully observing our heart, we cannot 
well govern it ; and an ill governed heart 
cannot easily be attended to; and without 
both watchful observation and skilful ma- 
nagement of it, we cannot guard it from 
evil; and reciprocally, without guarding 
it, we cannot well rule it, or duly mind it: 
such a eoinplicution there is in practice of 
these three custodies. 

I shall at present only discourse concern- 
ing the first of them, which seems in the 

x\m. 26 Deut \« 28 « Puri ixxix. 1. 

' Lodes. \ 1 K Pruv. xxvu lb. 


nature of things, and according to our 
method of acting, to precede. According 
to this exposition, when it is said, Keep 
thy heart with all diligence, we may under- 
stand it as if each of us were thus advised : 
With a moat constant and wary care ob- 
serve all the interior propensions and mo- 
tions of thy soul; whatever is done or 
designed within thee, whither thy debires 
lean, what thy affieotions are stirred by, 
to what thy judgment of things doth lead 
tliee; with greatest attention and assiduity 
mark and ponder it. 

It is a puculiar excellency of human na- 
ture, which seometh mori^ to distiiiguibh a 
man from any inferior rank of creatures 
than bare reason itself, that he can reilei‘t 
upon all that is done within him, can div 
cern the tendencies qf his soul, is acquaint- 
ed with his own purposes. Some shadows 
of other rational operations are discoverable 
in beasts; and it is not tusy to coin i nee 
tliem who, from plausible ciiperimeTitb, do 
affirm them sometimes to svllogize : but no 
good reason or experience can, 1 -uppose, 
make it probable that they partake of this 
reflexive faculty; that tluj do i ver regard 
or remark upon their own imaginations ; 
they seem always to march directly fora ard 
with a blind impetuousness toward some 
pleasing object, without attending to the 
fancy wat guides them, or the appetite 
which excites them : neither indeed do they 
seem to need any such wwer in iirder to 
the preservation of their life, or gratifying 
of their sense, which afc the main etuis 
tliey were de'-igned and fitted for. Rut 
man being designed by his Maker, disposed 
by the frame of bis nature, and obliged by 
a law imposed on him, not to follow casual 
impulses from exterior objects, nor the 
bare conduct of his imagination, nor tlie 
sway of his natural propensities ; but to 
regulate as well the mtemal workings of 
his soul, as lu'> (‘\ttrnal actions, m^cording 
to certain laws <»r rules jirosuribed him, to 
settle his thoughts upon due objects, to 
bend hi** inclinations into a right frame, to 
constrain his aflections within due bounda, 
to rectify his judgments of things, to 
ground his purposes upon honest reasons, 
and direct them unto lawful matters: it 
is needful that he should have Ibis power 
of discerning whatever niovoth or passeth 
within him ; what he thinks upon, whether 
he inclines, how he judg<‘th, whence be is 
affipeted, wherefore he doth resolve: with- 
out this power he could not be a moral 
agent, not able to perform any duty, not 
properly subject to any law, not liable to 
reu^r an account of lus doings : did he 
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not perceive his own thoughts, how could 
lie dispel them, when they are bad or vain ? 
might he not observe his own inclinations, 
bow could he strive to restrain them or to 
reform them, when they draw to unlawful 
2 )ructice& ? were he not sensible of his af- 
fections, how could be endeavour to reduce 
or compose them, when they become ex- 
orbiUiit or tumultuous ? were he not con- 
scious of his own opinions, how could he 
weigh and examine them ? how could he 
conform his acthms to them, or practise 
m‘cording to the dictates of his conscience? 
It is therefore plainly needful that man 
should be endued with this power, for that 
without it he can neither perform the duty 
required of him, nor enjoy the benefits be 
is capacified and designed for; our Maker 
therefore hath conferred it upon us, our 
duty consists in its right use, oiu* advan- 
tage ariseth from the constant and cai*efal 
CAcrcisc of this ixccllent faculty ; constant 
and catoful, 1 say: constant^ for observa- 
tion iinjilics so much; for, if ever wc shut 
our ' s, or turn oiup heads aside, wliat wc 
b>ok to may l>t gone ; much therefore will 
pass away midib(*crned and unobserved by 
us, o^peual]} •luch r{uick and fleeting things 
as are the interior motions of our soul, will 
escape ; whtTcfore a continual vigilancy is 
re<iuisite to a keeper of the heart ; it must 
also be careful ; as the keeper of a thing so 
nimble and slippery must not sleep, so be 
must not slumber; he must not be os- 
citant, hut v» ^y intent upon his charge ; 
supiTficial glances upon the outward face, 
a*' if were, of the soul, will not suffice; to 
ohei DC, is wi(h earnest care to look through 
the mattei, to discern whatever lurkoth 
therein, to pierei^ into the very depth and 
bottom of it, to spy through every nook 
and corner 1 herein; otlierwise, it is but 
slightly view ( d rather than ti‘uly obfler\ ed ; 
c spec'ijdly so subtile, so intric<itc, so obscure 
a tiling as n man's hc.irt is, requireth an 
ixtraordinary application of miud in obsor- 
\i«g it with judgment and fruit. 

This is, tlicn, our duty, riKommended 
by the Wise Man; To be continually, with 
exfremi* diligence, lv»oking inward u|>on 
ourselves, observing what thoughts sjirmg 
up within us ; what imaginations find most 
welcome luwbour in mir breasts; wlutt 
objects most affect ns with del'ght or dis- 
pleasure (what it is tliat we love and rea- 
dily embrace ; what we distaste and pre- 
sently ri‘[ect;) what prejudices do pc>hse«|[^ 
our minds; wherefore we {iropo&e to our- 
sehes ^uch undiTtakiugs, conversing with 
our^clvc', and, as it were, discoursing ui 
this inamicr : What is it that 1 thmk up- 


on ? are my thoughts serious, seasonable, 
and purer Whither do I propend? are my 
inclinations compliant to God’s law ana 
good reason ? What judgments do I make 
of things? are my apprehensions clear, 
solid, sure, built upon no corrupt preju- 
dice ? Wliat doth most easily stir me, and 
how is rny heart moved ? are my affections 
calm, and orderly, and well placed? What 
plots do I contrive, what projects am I 
driving on? are lU} designs good, are my 
intentions upright and sincere? Let mo 
thoroughly inquire into these points, let me 
be fully satisfied in them: thus should wc 
continually be doing. The holy scripture 
doth often bid us to judge ourselves; to 
examine our works; to search and fry; to 
weigh, to heed, to w^atch over oim ways: 
^(saith iSt. Paul; ice wofild Judge (discern, 
or distinguish) ourselves^ we tJiould not be 
judged;^ that is, w^o should avoid those 
miscarriages which bring Ihi* divine judg- 
ments upon us; and, Let m (saith the pro- 
phet Jerem^) mirch and try ow ways^ and 
turn unto the Lord, and, I^aid^ I will take 
heed to my xoays (saith the Psalmist ;) and. 
Ponder the path of thy feet^ and Vi all thy 
ways he established^ is the Wise Man’s ad- 
vice,* Search our wa)s, and ponder our 
paths ; this implies that we ffist do examine 
and weigh our heart<«, for there our ways 
begin, thence is motion derived to our feet 
and to our hands also ; all our actions de- 
pend as effects of them, all do receive their 
moral quality thence ; whatever in our do- 
ings is miod or bad, doth, 

as our Lord expresses it, issue from within 
us ; our actions are but streams, sweet or 
bitter, clear or foul, according to the tinc- 
ture they receive at tliose inward sources 
of good or evil inclinations, of true or false 
judgments, of pure or corrupt intention : 
there consequently we are principally ob- 
liged to exercise the scrutiny and trial re- 
quired of us, 

Socrates is reported to have much ad- 
min^d that verse in Homer, 

*Orrf TM iv xtuc^rr ityttSovTt rtruxnu, 

affirming, that in it the sum of all wisdom 
is comprised; the sense and drifl: thereof 
being this, as ho took it: Seek and study 
what good or bad is at home, within thy 
housu ; see how all goes in thy breast ; em- 
ploy thy chief inquiry upon the affairs of 
thy sum ; tliei*e conffniiig thy curiosity and 
care. 

Such is the duty ; and the pra<'Hcc thm^uf 
is of huge profit and use, bringing many 

Wi- 

> Lain 111 40 , ISal xxAi\ 1 , rmi iv iQ 
J Mark vu i3 v (,eli xiv, b. 
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greikt benefits and advantage trith it; tbe trace it step by btep, as hunters do wild 
neglect of it is attended with many grie- bea^ into the utmost recesses of its fir^t 
VOU 3 inconveniences and nuaehiefii: and desires and most deeply radicated preju- 
ibr persuading totheone^ dissuading dices; we must do as David did, when 
the other, 1 shall propound some of them, he strove to free himself j&om distrust 
such as are most obvious, and ofifbr tihem- and impationee in hia straits: / eanimvned 
selves to my meditation. ivith my om heart (saith he), and my spirit 

The most ^earal and most immediate fmde ^igmt search, by which practice 
advantage ansing hence is thb, that, by he found, as he further acquaints us, that 
such a constant and eareliil insp^on, or it was hie infirmity^ which moved him to 
study upon our hearts, we mav arrive to a doubt of God's mercy and Wnignity toward 
cou^ieteiit knowledge of, ana a true ac« him* Cicero, having somewhere commen- 
quaintance with ourselves (a most usefiil dedphilosopliy as the most excellent gift 
Imowledge, a most beneficial ii^uaintatice), by Heaven bestowed upon man, assigns 
neither of them being otherwise atssinatde^ this reason: b^canse it teaches ns^ as all 
The heart (as you know the prophet says) other things,, so especially this of all most 
is deceitful alme all things: and loAo, adds difficuit things to know cyrselves,* But he, 
he, can know it Who can know it? None, his favour, doth seem to promi«*e for 
it seems, but God that made it, and the his iWend more than she is able to perform; 
man that hath it: he that hath it must, I the main part of this knowledge doth lie 
say, be able competently to know it : even beyond tbe reach of any parlicuJar incthotl ; 
in regard to him the question may intimate the empiric seems to have more to do hero 
some difficulty, but it doth not denote an than the doctor. Philosophy ma) perhaps 
absolute impobsibility. Hard it may be for afibrd ua some plausible notionb concerning 
us to know the heart, by reason of its the nature of our soul, its state, iis power, 
decoitfulncsB ; but the slyest imposture, if its manners of acting; it may f»roscrjbe 
narrowly looked into, may be detected: it some wide diroctions about pr (seeding in 
is a very subtilo and abstruse, a very va- the discovery of ourbelves • but the parti- 
rious and mutable thing; the multiplicity of cular knowledge (and therein the chief 
objects it doth converse with, tbe divers difficulty licth) of ourselves, how our souls 
alterations it is subject to from bodily tern* stand iiicUned and disposed, that only our 
per, custom, company, example, other tin- particular earnest study and assiduous ub- 
acoountable causes ; especially its proneness serration can yield unto us ; and it is an 
to comply with, and to suit its judgments inestimable advantage to obtain it. Ail 
of things unto present circumstances with- men are very curious and inquisiti\e after 
out, and present appetites within, do render knowledge; the being endued therewith 
it such ; wherefoi'e it is not indeed easy to passeth for a gi>odlv ornament, a rich pns- 
know it : but yet possible it is ; for under session, a matter of great satisfaction, and 
severe penalties we are obliged not to be much use: men ore commonly ashamed of 
deceived by it, or, which is aR one, not to nothing so much as ignorance ; but if any 
suffer it to be deceived : Let no man (sajth knowledge nicriteth esteem for its worth 
St. Paul) deceive hmself: See that ye he and usemlness, this, next to that concern- 
not deceived^ saith our Saviour: Take heed Ing Almighty God, may surely best pretend 
(saith Moses) to yourselves,, that your heart thereto ; if anj^ ignorance doserveth blame, 
he not deceived.^ Sucli precepts there are this certainly is most liable thereto : to be 
obliging us to know our hearts, and studious in contemplating natural effects, 
to discover tbe fallacies put on them, or and the causes whence they proceed; tube 
upon us by them ; carrying with them Hit- versed in the writings and stories of other 
ri^ctions how to compass it ; that is, by look- men's doings $ to be pragmatical observers 
ing about us, and taking heed, by careful of wliat is said or done without us (that 
circuinspectiouandcautum. It is uierefore which perchance may little concern, little 
a feasible thing to avoid being imposed profit us to know), and in the meanwhile 
upon, and well to understand ourselves: to be strangers at home, to overlook what 
but as other abstruse pieces of knowledge, passeth in our own breasts, to be ignorant 
80 this especially cannot be attained without of our most near and proper concermnents, 
industrious applications of our mind, and is a folly, if any, to m derided, or rather 
aconstant observations, to find the comers ||[|reatlj to be pitied, as the source of many 
wherein the deceit lurks ; we must pursue great inconveniences to us. I'or it is from 
itb secret windings and intrigues ; w e must • hm «n{in utm noM onm omuoA, turn 

quod fist dilhoUntuuin doouii, ut noiuu«tirao» uubcen - 
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ignorance of ourselves that we mistake our« 
solves for other persons than we realty are j 
and accordingly we behave ourselves toward 
r)ur.sclvos with great indecency and imas* 
tice ; we assume and attribute to oureelves 
that which doth not anywise belong unto 
us, or become us : as put case we are igno# 
rant of the persons we converse with, as to 
their quality, their merit, their humour ; we 
shall be apt to miscall and mistake them ; 
to misbehave ourselves in our demeanour 
toward them ; to yield them more or less 
respect than behts them; to cross them 
rudely, or unluindsomtty to humour them : 
in like manner, if we be strangers to our 
hearts, shall we carry ourselves toward our 
own selves ; we shall hence, like men in a 
phrensy, take oiurselves for extraordinary 
IK'ople, rich, and noble, and mighty, when 
indeed, our condition being duty estimated, 
we are wretchedly mean and beggarly. 
We do frequently hug ourselves (or ra- 
ther shadows in our room), admiring our- 
at‘h i s for qualities not realty being in us ; ® 
a]»piauding ourselves for actions nothing 
worth, such as proceed from ill principles, 
and aim at bad cods; whenas, did we turn 
our thoughts invalids, and regard what we 
iind in our hearts, by i»hat inclinations we are 
moved, upon what grounds we proceed, we 
should be ashamed, and see cause rather to 
bemoan than to bless ourselves: descending 
into ourselves, we might perchance disoem 
that most of our gallant performances (such 
as, not considering om* hearts, we presume 
tlieui to be) arc aerivod from self-love or 
pride ; * from desire of honour, or love of 
gain ; from tear of damage or discredit in 
the world, rather than out of love, reve- 
rence, and gratitude toward God, cha- 
rity, compassion, and got>d-will toward our 
brethren, of sobjr regard to our own true 
welfare and happiness; which ore the only 
commendable principles and grounds of ac- 
tion. St. Luke telleth us of certain men, 
who persuaded tkemsfdoeH that they were 
righteous ^ and despised others;^ upon oc- 
casion of whom our Saviour dictated the 
parable of the Pharisee and Publican. — 
Whence, think we, came that fond confi- 
dence in themselves, and proud contempt 
of others? From ignorance surety of them- 
selves, or from not observing those bad dis- 
positions, those wrong (minions, those cor- 
rupt fountains withiu, from whence their 

supposed righteous deeds did flow.t 

nutn (sakh St. Paul, giving an account of 
such presumptions) thinks hmself to he 

^ rt nemo in eese tentai dMomdm nemo. 

t Peuorw iiKvray «T«rxr, «»} §iirlfeu iheU n airibw*, 
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something^ when he is nothings imwrh 

he cheats himself in his mind; bid let 
every man examine his work^ and then he 
shaU have rejoicing in himself atone (or 
privately with himself;) some, he implieth, 
^ impose upon and delude themselves, 
imagining themselves somebodies (endued 
forsooth with admirable qualities, or to 
have achieved very wor^y deeds;) when- 
as, if they would inquire into themselves, 
they should find no sucfii matter ; that them- 
selves were no such men, and their works 
no such wonders: but if (saith he) a man 
examine what be doeth, and in result there, 
doth. UttfViu fi explore and 

of doth clearly perceive that he acteth upon 
good reasons, and with honest intentions, 
imen mav he indeed enjoy a solid interior 
satbfactaion (a true or exultation 

of mind), whatever others, not acquainted 
with those inward springs o£ his motion, do 

^o man L^d can truly valurhimself,^r 
well approve of his own doings, so as to find 
any penect comfort in himself, or in tliem, 
who doth not, by studying himself, disco- 
ver whence and why he acts: one may be 
a ^tterer, but cannot be a true friend to 
hiroseif, who doth not thoroughly acquaint 
himself with his own inward state, who 
doth not frequently consult and converse 
with himself; a friend to himself, I said; 
and to be so, is one of the greatest benefits 
that human life can enjoy; that which will 
most sweeten and solace our life to us: 
friendship with others (with persons honest 
and intelUgent) is a great accommodation, 
helping much to allay the troubles, and 
ease the burdens of life; but friendship 
with ourselves is much more necessary to 
our well-being ; for we have continual op- 
portunities and obligations to converse with 
ourselves; we do ever need assistance, ad- 
vice, and comfort at home : |i and as com- 
monly it is long acquaintance and familiar 
interoourso tc^ether, which doth conciliatei 
one man to another, begetting mutoal dear- 
ness and confidence, so it is towai'd one's 
self: as no man can be a friend to a mere 
stranger, or to oue whose temper, wlmse 
humour, w'hose desi^, he is ignorant of; 
BO cannot he be a friend to himself, if he 
be unacquainted with his own di<*position 
and meaning ; § he cannot in such a case 
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relj upon his own adrioo or aid when need 
ib, but will suspect and distrust himself; 
he cannot be pleasant company to himself, 
but shall be ready to cross and Ml out 
with himself; he cannot administer conso- 
lation to his own griefs and distresses; hU 
privacy will become a desertion, hb retire- 
ment a mere solitude* But p^ng over 
this general advantaire, 1 shaR with some 
more tninuteness of distinction consider 
divers particular advantages accruing from 
the practice of this duty, tether with the 
opposite inconveniences, which are conse- 
quent uj^n the neglect thereof, in the fol- 
lowing obcourse. 


SERMON XLV. 

&EEPTHT HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE, &C. 

Prov. i\. 23. — Keep thy heart imth all 
diligence^ ^c. 

1 rBocsED to the particular advantages of 
the practice of this duty, and the uicon- 
veniences of the neglect of it. 

1. The constant and careful observation 
of our hearts will serve to prevent immo- 
derate self-love and self-conceit; to render 
us sober and modest in our opinions con- 
cerning, and in our affections toward our- 
aelves; quali^^g us to comply with the 
apostolical preoe^, h ht 

*w*V.* that is, not to overween, or overvalue 
oursdves, and our own things: for he that, 
by serious inspection upon his own heart, 
shall discern how many fond, impure, and 
ugly tlioughts do swarm within him; how 
averse his inclinations are from good, and 
how prone to evil; how much hb affections 
are misplaced and distempered (while ho 
vehemently delights in the possession, and 
impotcntly frets for the want of trifles, hav- 
ing small content in the fruition, and hut 
slender displeasure for the absence of the 
greatest goods; while empty hopes exalt 
him, and idle fears deject him ; while other 
various passions, like so many tempests, 
drive and toss him all about ;) who mil 
observe, how clouds of darkness, error, 
and doubt, do hover upon the face of his 
soul ; so that he quickly taketh up opinions, 
and soon layeth them down, and often turn- 
eth from one mistake unto another; how 
unsettled Lis resolutions are, especidly in 
the pursuance of the best goods, and 
corrupt mixtures cleave to ms best nur{i ^ 
who t^eth notice how backward ne is 
and how cold in, devotions toward God ; how 
little sensible of his goodness, or fearful of 
his displeasure, or re<ilous for his honour, 

■ Rom xii i 


or careful of nerforming his duty toward 
Ito ; how little also it is that he desireth 
or defighteth in the good, that he pitieth 
and gneveth at the evil of hb neighiiour ; 
how sluggish also aud remiss he is in tho 
pursuance of hb own best affairs and high- 
est concernments; he that doth, 1 say, 
frequently with heedffilness regard these 
imperfections and obliquities iii his own 
he^, how con he be ravislied with self- 
love? how can he be much taken with 
himself? Can any man dote upon such de- 
formity, admire such weakness and naugh- 
tiness ? No, surely : that men are so amorous 
of themselves, so haughty and arrogant in 
their conceits, doth constantly arise from 
not reflecting on their own hearts; not 
bidding th^nselvcs wlstly enough m that 
mirror; not considering, ax^cording to just 
representation there, how little lovely or 
worthy they are: if they did practise that, 
they would see reason, and thence bcLome 
inclinable, rather to despise, to loathe, to 
pity themselves. 

2. Upon that advantage is Goiisequcnt, 
that this practice will disjiosc us with equa- 
nimity and patience to h^ar all crotsos and 
grievances bofalUng us: * so producing not 
only an excellent virtue, but a considerable 
solace to us ; for the being conscious of so 
much unwoi^ncss, which observatum of 
our heart will necessarily dbcover, will not 
only justify the providence (so removing 
all just cause of complaint), but will com- 
mend the benignity of God unto us (so 
adininistering good matter of thanks.) It 
will prompt us heartily to confess with 
those in Ezra, that our pimishments are la 9 
than our dcservtngt; to join in acknowltdg- 
mont with tlie Psalmist, that God hath not 
dealt mth us after our sins^ nor reunrdtd 
us according to our iniguitics; to say with 
Jeremy, It is of the Lordi mercy that toe 
are not consumed^ because las compamvns 
fail not ; with Jacob, I am less than anif tf 
thy mercies,'* 

3. Particularly this practice will fc iico 
us against immoderate dispk^asure occa- 
sionable by men's bard opinions, or harsh 
censures passed on us: for he, that by m- 
^uiry into himself perceives so many defects 
in himself, will not so easily nor so greatly 
be offended, if some of thorn (or some like 
to them) be objected to him ; since he finds 
himself truly Ibble to many more, and 
greater. Epictetus's advice is, when you 
ore told that any man speaks ill of ^ou, that 
you should not apologize, but answer only, 

* Lemter ex mento quicquid patiaru itrendum tst 
•^Omd tp & 
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that he ^as ignorant of many other fiiults 
of yours, or he would not omy have men- 
tioned those. To be disposed, without dia- 
sembling or aifectation, to follow his counsel, 
would argue a man very intelibent of him- 
self, and well prepared to endure ha] 
and handsomely enoofunters of this 
which every man shall be sure to meet 
with. None, indeed, can so contentedly 
brook reproach, or blame, as he that by 
intimate acquaintance with his own heart 
doth know the censure passed on him to 
be in effect mild and favourable ; as find- 
ing himself a witness of more faults, than 
any adversary can accuse him of; as being 
a stricter examiner aud severer judge 
himself, than the most envious oyo or dis- 
jiifectcd mind can be. It is also some com- 
fort, that, if censures be very outrageous, 
a man by knowledge of himself (by know- 
ing his own dispositions, if his person be 
disfigured by a very ill character; by know- 
ing his own puT]>oses, if his actions be grie- 
vously aspersed) is certain they are such ; 
tiiat he can be as well a faithful witness 
and just judge for himself, as against him- 
self. 

4. Likewi<ie this practice will defend us, 
as from the ihsromforts of harsh censure, 
HO from the mistakes and miscarriages to 
which the more favourable opinions of men, 
or their flittering expressions (those lus- 
cious poisons), may expose os.* 

NlUil est quod credere de to 

Non pofc it, cum laudatur. 

It ifc not only true of great men, but even 
of all men; the common nature of men 
ditposeth th(qn to be credulous when they 
are commended, or receive any significiC- 
tion of esteem from others : every ear is 
tickled with this tins sweet 

music of apnlamos but we are not to rely 
upon others^ imperfect and Ul-grounded 
iudgment, HO much as upon our own more 
certain knowledge concerning ourselves : 

ne cui de te plus quam tibi credsa 

Take no man*s word before thine owm 
sense, in what; concerns thine own case aud 
character, is an advice deserving our re- 
gard and practice : for that a man in ques- 
tions of tins kind is able to be a skilful and 
indifferent umpire between hhnself and 
others ; that he is neither elevated nor de- 
vressed in mind by external weights, but 
teeepeth himself equally poised m a just 
consistence by his own well-informed con- 
science^ that neither his heart is exaspe- 
rated with the bitterest gall of reproach, 

* Index ipBe buI sc tntum sxptoiwt ad nnsaain, 
Quid paoqercs, wuque forat qdid opiniu lulgi, 
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nor his bead intoxicated with the sweetest 
wine of flattery, is an invaluable conveni. 
enoe of life ; or rather it is a virtue arguing 
a most strong and healthful oonstitulaoti of 
s^. Haw great a levity of maad, haw 
gmU a vanity is saith a good father, 
setting aside a maatCs avm conscienoe^ to 
follow other men^s opinion (md even that 
feigned and forged)^ to he snatchedamy hy 
the wind of faUe praise^ to rejoice in being 
<drcum>ented^ am to receive being mocked 
for a bene^t\ From being thus abused, 
this practice alone can secure us; if we 
know ourselves well, we cannot so easily 
be deluded by the mistakes of others con- 
cerning us, on either hand. 

5. Likewise, further upon the some, this 
practice will conduce to qualify our opi- 
nions, and moderate our passions toward 
others; so that without intemperate anger, 
or bitterness, we may bear the faults, er- 
rors, and infirmities of our brethren ; tliat 
we shall be benign in our carriage, and 
gentle in our censures even toward them 
who do not behave themselves so well and 
wisely as they should do. St. Paul thus 
admonisheth the Galatians: Brethren, if a 
man he overtaken in a fatdt^ ye which are 
spiritual (the more spirhusd, whether in 
truth, or in our own esteem, the more 
especially are we obliged hereto) restore 
each an one in the spirit of meekness^ con- 
sidervng thyself lest thou maybe (dso tempt* 
ed:^ riaurant looM^ Upon, OT spvmg 
into ^hysdf; such conMdBring uorsefves, 
taking notice of our own infiimity within, 
perceiving bow subject we are to the im- 
pressions of temptation, and that henco it 
may be our own case to fall and falter, if 
oct^asion concur with our weakness; dis- 
cerning this, 1 say, as it will be a reason 
oblif^ing, SO it may be an instrument oon- 
duoiiig to a mitigation of spirit toward 
those whom we sec overtaken with mis- 
take, or overborne by frailty. ** Why dost 
thou see a mote in thy brother's eye^ but 
dost not amider the beam in thine own 
eyef^ia our Saviour^s question. Why a 
man should do so, there cannot, as he 
implies, any good reason be assigned; it 
is a very unreasonable and inexcmumle 
miscarrioge: but whence a man doeth so 
is obvious and plain ; it is because ho ru- 
riously pries into other men's doings, and^ 
cardesaiy noglecteth the obbervation of his 
l^wn beak. Did we reflect our sight in* 

^ t Quae haw taota levttaa «at anlml, qme taata vani- 
tas nuiota urupria oonaoieutia alianaiu oplalcmem 
Beqnl, ot quidem aotam aitqua auaulatim , nqS wato 
fUiaiB luidatlouls, gaudore ad ciro«niVctiitiozu*in euawn, 
at lUuaioncm uro bencfioio aoi^iiero -*> iTtf r. (vvl 
Pnultmu) ad want 
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Rrards, we should be more apt to mark our 
own faults, and lees ready to discover those 
of others; or^ howe^'er, we should be more 
gently affeoted in regard to them: for he 
that knows himself a beggarly wretch, will 
he reproach poverty to another? he that 
consulting the glass doth find himself ill- 
fiivDured, will he upbraid another for wmit 
of grace or beauty? he that perceives that 
the dart wDl rebound, and thereby wound 
himself, will he not careful of Binging 
it? will a man be forward in pronouncing 
a heavy sentence against another, who con* 
pders himself by plain consequence involved 
in the condemnation ^lereof ? Should a 
man do so, he doth at least render him- 
self unoapable of ap(do^ or excuse: so we 
are told by St. Paul: Eti&ry cenmrer (w 
i IS (saith he) inexcusable: for 

that in arraigning another he condemm /nm- 
$elf, ' guilty is he of inexcusable folly, or 
impudence ; of folly and blindness, if he sec 
not; of extreme impudence, if, seeing his 
own obnoxiousness, he will not abstm 
from judging others for that, of which 
himself is gi^ty in the same kitid, or equi- 
valently in some other. You know how 
David was caught by Nathan, and unwarily 
adjudged himself to death and so may 
every man expose himself, that is rigorous 
in censure toward others, without reflect- 
ing upon himself, and considering bis own 
heart ; wherein he shall And so much OTOund 
and matter of being angry with, and judg- 
ing himself/ If we will be fierce and keen, 
it is reason we should be so first, and chiefly 
there where our greatest enemies do abide, 
whence most mischief ariseth to us ; where 
there is fittest matter, and justest cause of 
passion : thus is this practice a most pro- 
l)er and eficctual remedy for those baneful 
vice« of pride andpeevishnoss in ourselves, 
of malignity and fury toward others. But 
further, 

6. The observation of our heart yieldeth 
great advantage, in being very conducible 
to render men truly wise and pnident, in 
those things especially which most nearly 
concern them ; giving them to see befbre 
them, and to understand what they do; 
and to proceed with security; as contrarily 
the neglect thereof rendereth men unad- 
vised and uncertain in their doings. A 
»maln point of prudence oonsisteth in suit- 
ing a man's undertakings to his powers and 
capacities ; in not attempting things su^ 

* SI TolnmuB flMiu roram omnium jtuliceB obug, hoc 
nobis suadoamus, neminem esse nostrum nine 
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passing his alnlity or fitness ; and in not 
declining such useful or beneficial attempts 
as he may well oompaas. Some are over- 
bold and rash in sn^tting upon tilings be- 
yond their strength to accomplish, or skill 
to manage ; whence commonly with shame 
and sorrow they are defeated m tlieir en- 
terprises ; others are over backward and 
dim^dent, so as not to adventure upon what 
they may with good advantage, or perhaps 
ought to perform ; thence depriving them- 
selves of the benefits they might obtain, or 
omitting the duties which they are obliged 
to : bom which inconvenience*? usually do 
proceed from the not looking into and 
studying the heart ; for the most and great- 
est impediments of action do lie there ; be- 
ing grounded upon inward indispositionb, 
or disagreeableness of men's temper, ca- 
pacity, inclination, to the matters to which 
they apply themselves. A tender foot will 
be galled and lamed, if you set it going in 
rugg^ paths; a weak head will turn, if 
you place it high, or upon the brink of a 
precipice; a soft spirit cannot well com- 
port with boisterous employment ; he tliat 
naturally affects calm and quiet, must not 
hope to come off well, if he engage himself 
upon affairs exposed to abundance of cari* 
and tumult; nor will he, if he be well 
studied this way, and rightly understand 
himself, adventure thereupon. It was as 
well according to wisdom as modesty that 
David could say, My heart is not haughty^ 
nor mine eyes lofly-^ neither do I exercise my- 
self in great matters^ or in things too high 
for mc^^ In everj undertaking, two things 
occur to bo considered: what of difficulty 
is found therein, and what of temptation ; 
whether it can be done, and whetlier it 
should be done. It is a folly to spend our 
care and pains upon that which is too hard 
for UH to effect ; and it Ls worse than so, to 
adventure upon that which most probably 
will bring us into sin, and hurt our souls ; 
only the study of ourselves, weiglmig our 
power, and tiying our temper, will prevent 
Doth: he that doeth this may commoiiK 
foresee what, the case being put, he shall 
do ; that if such a temptation doth assault 
him in such circumstances, his inclinations 
will be apt to comply therewith, and he 
sliall scarce be able to resist ; that, for in- 
stance, he shall wax haughty in a state of 
dignity, become luxurious in abundance of 
wealth, bo distracted with care in a busy 
employment ; and therefore he will not be 
so forward to engage himself upcm such 
occasions, danger and mischief Ixung so 
vividly pre-reprosentod to his sight. But 
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lie that pondereth not hid own heart ia ready 
to presume, that, be the bosiiiesB what it 
will, he bliall come off well ; and so luiad- 
vihedly rufiheth into the biuire; he assumes 
unwieldy burdens uponhia shouldera, which 
he soon feeleth sorely to oppress Mid pain 
him ; which he can neither bear with ease, 
nor put off with convenienoo. When, for 
inslancc, the prophet told Hazael what 
cruelties and rapines should, when he got 
power and opportunity, be committed by 
him ; you see how he was startled at the 
reiHirt : Am 1 a dog f ‘ saith he ; that is, 
(^au 1 be so %ile and base? Yes, he might 
himself have perceived that he should in 
likelihood be so ; the probability of his do- 
ing as the prophet said, had been no great 
ncus to him, if he had observed his own 
inclinations. Good Agur, on the other side, 
did better understand himself, when he 
prajed. Owe ttu* neither ptwertg nor riches^ 
hut Jted me with food convenient for meJ 
lie was conscious of natural iiitirmity, and 
tin refore afraid of being in a condition that 
nught prevail upon it; of great wealth, lest 
it should tempt him to mrgetfulness and 
iKglect of Go(l f/cst, saith ho, I he fail and 
deny thee^ and 6ay^ Who at iJie Lordf) of 
exireiiie want, lf‘sl it should put him upon 
unjust, dibhonest, and impious courses to 
maintain his life (lest^ ad^ he, 1 be poor 
ixiifl steals and tahe the name of my God in 
vain, ) He saw, by looking into lumself, 
that bolf-love (the root of jjride and injus. 
ticc} was potent in him, and formidable, 
when oceaftioii should favour it, and there- 
fore, by imploring divine aid, he strove to 
decline die advantages and occasions of it. 
It was good counsel which Xenojjhon tells 
us the oracle ga^ e Ci^oesus, consulting about 
the success of his atteinjit against Cyrus, 

luuT9¥ yivu9t(j»t * JuntW* 

ing thyself thou shall pass on happily^ (in 
the course of thy life and undertakings.) 
Had be, considering his own ability, in re- 
lation to the dubious event of things (that 
as he could not promise himself good for- 
tune, so he did not know how he should 
comport with bad ; being not sure that he 
should overcome eitlier his enemies or him- 
self) — thus, I say, had he complied with 
the oracle's advice, he might have escaped 
the loss and sorrow which befell him. So 
is it with us: if wc know not the burden 
of our vessel, we shall either pul more sail 
to it than it can bear, or less than will suf- 
fice to carry it on; h will be overladen, df 
want fit ballast. If we are ignoraut of our 
capacities, we shall either soar too high 
with a dangerous confideiicc, or grovel 
« 2 K-mjsJ xh. s J rrQ\ xxx S. ^ De Cjii In^tit 7. 


below in a sluggish lisilessness : stud^ng 
ourselves will help to preserve ns in a 
middle pitch, wiU direct us in a moderate 
course, wherein we may proceed with suf- 
dcient courage and alacrity, with a prudent 
foresight, or at least with a oomfortalile 
hope of good success. 

7. Near to that lies another considerable 
benefit attendiug this practice, which is, 
that it will help to render us expedite iu 
our resolutions, and constant to them ; con- 
sistent with ourselves, and unifortn in our 
p]*oceodings ; whence will arise both great 
oonvonienoe to ourselves and satistactiun 
to others with whom we deal or converse; 
as on the contrary side, from the neglect 
tliereof, w e shall become slow in dehbera.- 
tion, doubtful in resolution, and unstable 
in {icrformancc. When any occasion of 
acting is presented, we shall be ready to 
close with what is ogi'eeablc to onr iiiclina- 
tion, and not repugnant to our judgment, 
if by due study and experience wc are ac- 
quainted with them; that acquaintanoo is 
a certain preparation to a speedy choice ; 
and we shall upon the same grounds <‘on- 
stantly adhere to our choice, standing upon 
so firm a base ; and so shall neither disoom- 
pobe ourselves, nor disappoint others by our 
irresolution and inconstancy. But he that 
skills not his ovm heart, first will dwell 
long upon consultation (not fee ling perfect- 
ly whither his inward bias doth draw him;) 
and when he seems, ujion some superficial 
reason, to ha*e determined on one side, 
some discordance to his own indiiiation, or 
some latent prejudice, soon discovering 
itself, he wavers, and at length falls off ; 
finding that he liath promised to himself, 
or others, what he is unable or unwilling 
to perform; so, like St, James's^ two- 
souled man, he is unsteady in all his ways. 
The hard student of himself is like a man 
that hath his estate in numerato,^ iu ready 
cash, all in his hand, or at his coiQmond ; 
he con presently tell what he can do. and 
satisfy those he hath to do with. Go to liim, 
you may know where to have him, even 
just where you left him, or where he uses 
to be; you may expect a sudden despatch, 
and you may rely upon his word; for ho 
knows beforehand what he doetlv, and shall 
continue to like ; why he determines or 
bo; and cannot be removed from his well- 
grounded purpose (that which is by the 
philosopher termed ratio nec dissidens, nec 
tuTbitam^^ a reason fhat doth not strive, 
nor stick, he is master of.) But he that 
neglects this practice, what he hath any 
thie to, lieth disperbcd, ai\d laid up iu 
i Jamcb i 8 Sell, dt VU B t, 
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corners unknown to so that him- 

self cannot oonie roadilj bf it; jou can 
hardly tell where to find hun ; you must 
wait his resolution; and when it is told 
you, you oannot he assured thereof, nor 
anywise satisfied that he will stick to Ins 
word, or his mind: he knows not tho- 
roughly what he would have himself; can 
you then hope for a certain answer from 
him? He cannot well trust himself; can 
you then rely upon him? He will find him- 
self mistaken and crossed in his own choice ; 
can you expect less? Quid est sapientkf 
semper idem veils ^ cdqm Idem mlUs^ Con- 
stancy to a man^R self is, saith he, the very 
being of wisdom: however, nothing more 
beseems a man, more commends him to 
society, and suits him to business, is more 
pleasant and grateful to those who have to 
do with him, than such a clear, unifomi, 
steady disposition of mind; such a smooth 
and even tenor of action ; nothing renders 
conversation and commerce more unplea- 
sant, than a fickle lubricity of humour, and 
unaccountable deformity of behaviour : that 
study therefore is very useful, which con- 
duceth to breed and maintain the one, and 
which removeth the other, 

8. Again, another valuable convenience 
of this practice is, that it disposeth unto 
and preserveth a man's mind in a sober 
temper, agreeable to his state, and to the 
circumstances into which he is cast; such 
a temper 1 mean as that which the Wise 
Man prescribes, where he saith, In the day 
of prosperity he joyful; but in the day of 
adiersity ctmider,^ It is apt to beget either 
a comfortable joy, or a wholesome regret, 
according as the interior condition of his 
soul (that wherein the chief cause of the 
one or of the other aifcction is grounded) 
doth seasonably and justly require. To 
be transported with mirth and jollity in a 
state of grievous misery, whon reason itself 
d^nnands sorrow and pity; to be sad and 
dumpish when all things flow pros^rously ; 
either of those will seem inai*veUously iu- 
con^uous, and argue a kind of stupidity 
in him that so behaves hin^lf. Now there 
is not in truth any calamity so disastrous 
as that which befmls us within ourselves, 
no prosperity so worthily delightfiil as the 
good proceeding of afiairs in our souls: it 
IS the most excelleut pleasure a man is ca- 
able of, that which doth spring from the 
ring conscious, that hiR mind doth 

as St. John speaks, that is, go well 
forward in a happy course, tliat good 
thoughts freely do spring up, that good 
inolinalioDR are strong and prevalent, that 
" Sen. Up so *’£og1gs vU. 14. 1*3 John i 2 


good habits of mind wax vigorous, that the 
love of g^ness is improved, that he ge- 
nerally doth thrive in health and strength 
spiritual. No increase of treasure can 
aifret the covetous, no rising in power and 
dignity can satisfy the ambitious, no enjoy- 
ment of sensual entertainments can ravish 
the voluptuous man with so true or great 
content, as the sensible proficiency in vir- 
tuous and pious dispositions of soul, grow- 
richer unto God, and stronger in the 
hopes of his favour, do produce in him that 
doth afreet it, and can perceive it: it is a 
joy in all respects incomparable; only wise 
and reasonable, pure and innocent, firm 
and durable. As on the other band, if it be 
so that wc discern, that within our hearts 
bad thougiits do swarm and multiply, bad 
appetites do sway, bad customs do encroach 
ujwn us ; that desire of and delight in good 
things decay; that we become more dark, 
dull, unsettled in our spiritual apprehen- 
sions, more feeble and languid in our pro- 
secutions of virtue, it is a great benefit 
to have a timely remorse promptuig and 
urging us to endeavour a deliverance from 
so unhappy a condition: but no man can 
well either enjoy that comfortable delight, 
or be affected with this profitable Rorrow, 
who doth not with a careful attention view 
his heart, and descry how things go there. 
This consideration mindeth of a further 
and more general advantage accruing from 
this practice ; which is this, that, 

9. A serious inspection into our hearts 
doth much avail toward the reformation of 
our hearts and lives ; curing the distempers 
and correcting the vices of them. For to 
the em'ing any disease it is requisite to 
know the complexion and temper of the 
patient, and the part afrocted, and the next 
causes thereof* As the most grievous of 
bodily diseases are seated in, or do proceed 
from, the entrails ; but not all of them from 
the same one of them ; and the same dis- 
ease depends upon the distemper sometimes 
of one, sometimes of another among them: 
so do all vices (as our Saviour expressly 
teacbeih) issue from the heart, or interior 
man ; ^ some from one, some from another 
part or region tliereuf; and the same from 
Cerent parts: sometimes natural temper, 
sometimes false opinion, sometimes evil 
custom, is the root of the same kind of dis- 
ease; and it is expedient we should know 
dihtmctly which of them in particular cases 
is the root, tliat acoordiugly we may un- 
derstand what method of cure to use, 
whence to fetch the remedy, where to apply 
it ; for uRskilfulness in these points may 

<1 Matt XV IS 



WITH ALL DILIGENCE 


SERMON XLV.J 

iVustrate our endeavours of amendment. 
If the mischief proceed from natural in- 
clination, we must not hope ever utterly to 
subdue it, nor to free ourselves suddenly 
from the incursions therec^; nor is bare 
reasoning a proper weapon against it, it 
being grounded m the Onginal constitution 
of the soul, either immediately, or as linked 
to the body ; which by no operation of our 
mind can be soon altered $ for, No wMom 
(as Seneca speaketh well) can tm&cc ike 
natural vices of body or mind; what is tn- 
Jixed and inbred may he aUayed by art^ not 
subdved.* Reason alone and directly is not 
able to dapple therewith ; she will break 
her teeth upon so tough and knotty mat- 
ter : it will weary her arms in vain to swim 
against the rapid current of natural pro- 
pension ; the violent eruptions thereof may 
indeed somewhat be restrained ; occasions 
of complying therewith may often be de- 
clined ; it may in time, and by degrees, be 
weakened by subtracting the food and in- 
c<*ntives thereof: but especially devils of 
this kind must, as our Saviour instruct- 
eth us, be ejected by humble, earnest, and 
frequent imocation of divine assibtaiicei 
without whitli other means commonly will 
prove ineffectual. But if the vice proceed 
only from ill habit, or the prevalence of had 
custom, we are to oppose a contrary custom 
thereto, presently disusing that practice, 
and acting otherwise, so shall we easily re- 
move and extirpate xt:t if neither of ^ese 
causes are discernible, we may presume our 
indisposition is derived from ill opinion; 
and that consequently our best course of 
redressing It, is to examine the reason of 
the thing; to get clear and right appre- 
hensions concerning it. For example, if 
we observe ourstdves apt to be frequently 
transported with anger, let us look into our 
hearts, and take notice whether the root 
of that distemper be a choleric complexion, 
or whether it arise from ahhabitum indul- 
gence to ourselves of being moved upon 
slight causes, whereby a peevish humour 
18 grown upon us; or whether it cometh 
from vaiu conceits of ourselves, as of per- 
sons unto whom extraordinary deference 
and observance is due, so that no man 
should presume to dissent from our opi- 
nion, or contravene our desire ; and as we 
find, b(» we mu^t respectively proceed in 
repressing the causes of this disease; pray- 
ing, if it arise from nature, to the Omxu* 
potent (the only Lord and Commander of 
nature), that he would by his gi*ace free 

* Nulla gaplontia naturalia oorpono aut anuxii ifitia 
poiiuntur quicquid iiitbcam et ingetutum tst Ituitur 
aito, Ri>a\inct 4 iir—iS/M ip 11. 
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us from that inflammable temper, and en- 
able to govern our passion; withal 
shunning occasions of b^g provoked; 
abstaining from such diet, suen business, 
such company, as naturally do kindle or 
fmrment that humour : if the malady grow 
from custom, using ourselves to pa- 
tiently harsh words, unkind dealings, cross 
accidents ; if our opinion dispose us thereto, 
reasoning ourselves into moderate conceits 
about ourselves, considering the reasons 
that may acquit or excuse others to us 
anon occasion of offence : using all, or some 
01 these means, or the like, such as the 
observation of our heart shall discover to 
us to be most proper and suitable to the 
nature or to the cause of this distemper 
infesting us, we shall wholly, or in good 
part, rid ourselves from it. Again (to ad- 
join another example, the matter seeming 
to deserve our heed^, suppose we expers- 
enoe ourselves inclining to covetousness, 

S in getting, solicitous in keeping, un- 
g to part with our goods upon rea- 
sonable occasion (for the maintenance of 
our convenient respect in the world, or for 
relieving the needs of our brethren, or for 
serving the public, or for promoting the 
interests of piety and virtue ;) let us then 
look, and see whether this ariseth from a 
natural straitness, liardnesb, suspiciousness, 
or diffidence of heart (some such disposi- 
tions may be observed in men), or from 
being, by our education, or manner of life, 
inured to such a love of getting, or of spa- 
ring, or of tenacity; or whether it springs 
from conceits about the worth or the ne- 
cessity of wealth (that, without being fur- 
nished with heaps of treasure, wc shall 
come into danger of w^ant or disgrace ; we 
shall not be able to maintain our life, or 
uphold our credit ; we shall not eDjt)y any 
thing, or be any bodies among men ;) lot 
us, 1 say, by examining our hearts, find 
out from which of these springs this sor- 
did disposition floweth, and accordingly 
strive to correct it ; eitlier praying to Al- 
mighty God, that he wimld enlarge and 
supple our heart, if it be natural to tus ; 
or addicting ourselves upon reasonable 
occasion to liberality and free expense, if 
custom hath therein prevailed upon us; or 
if vain surmises have seduced us, rectify- 
ing our judgments ; as by other good dis- 
courses, proper against that brutish vice, 
so especially by oonddering that God is 
most good and bountiful, and tender of our 
bein^ overwhelmed with need; .that he 
continually watcheth over us, so that ho 
cannot but see, and will regard what we 
want ; and that he iaithfully hath promised, 



426 


KEEP THY HEART 


[sermon xlv. 


if wo endeavoixr to ploase him, and use a 
moderate diligence in honest wavs to main* 
tain ourselTCs, that he will yiola his hle&s* 
ing, and never will leave us destitute. So 
in coses we may proceed discreetly in 
the cure of our spiritual, distempers, and 
in withstanding the temptotions to sin that 
assault us, if we do but search into our 
hearts, and learn thence, whence they 6ow, 
and by what they are nourished. 

10. Tills practice further doth partiou* 
larly serve to regulate our devotions and 
performances more immediately spiritual, 
% showing us what we need to iiray for, 
what we are obliged to give tlianks for, 
what it becomes us to coi^t'Ss and depre- 
cate: for want thereof, we sbidl be apt not 
only to neglect, but indecently to confound, 
yea miserably to pervert these duties; t(» 
confound them by prating for w'hat is al- 
ready given us, is put into our hand, or 
lies within our reach; for which therefore 
we ore not to pray, but to render thanks ; 
also by giving thanks formally for that which 
perhaps we are far from possessing, and 
do most want ; so, I say, we shall be apt to 
confound and misplace, to render vain and 
chimerical in a sort, our spiritual addresses, 
as wanting dtfe ground and obj(*ct ; yea to 
pervert them by asking for things really 
prejudicial and hurtful to us (in the cir- 
cumstances we stand), and thawing God 
for what in anger and judgment he dis- 
penseth to us (so indeed are many appear- 
ing goods, grateful to present sense), as 
also deprecating things most beneficial and 
useful, and healthful to our souls;' ne- 
glecting to return thanks for what God 
dispostdh in mercy (so are many things at 
present bitter and unsaiourp? to our carnal 
appetite and fancy;) thus from ignorance 
of om'b*‘lves, and what we truly need, are 
we apt to pervert our devotions, not onl} 
defeating ourselves of the advantages they 
might yield us, but (if God bo not moi*o 
gracious than to hearken to us, and to urani 
our wishes*) bringing lamenUiblc mischief 
on ourselves. Many examples of these 
confusions and perverse misapplicatioiib of 
devotion both scripture adbrds, and expe- 
rience will suggest, if we observe them. 
You know the comparison in the Gospel 
between the devotions of the Pharisee and 
the Publican, withth^ different acceptance 
they found:* the one was prompt enough 
to give thanks for the graces he had re- 
ceived, and the advantages he conceived 
tliiit he.had iu lus qualities and in his per- 

* E\ (*rt( ro domoh totw OfiUntibuH ip«*t 
Uh frtcite},, b.c Jut . te. 
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formances above others; but not having 
duly studied himself, did not perceive that 
he was rather bound to ask pardon for the 
pride of his heart, and the vanity that ad- 
nered to lus performances, which rendered 
his thanksgiving very improper and unsea- 
sonable. The <^her being conscious of bis 
demerits and wants, with a manner suitable 
to his condition, in words few, but full and 
fit, did confess his unworthiness (which to 
do did best beseem him), and implored 
mercy (which was the thing ho ehiefly 
needed;) so was his dihcrocl prayer bet- 
ter accepted than the other’s unpertinent 
thanksgiving: I teU (saitli our Saviour) 
this man u^nt dmm to his house justified 
rather thm the others The two soiib of 
Zebedee, conceiting that our Lord would 
shortly become a great prince, and aftcct- 
ing to become favourites then, did eoufi- 
dently sue for the next place of dignity 
about liim : our Lord repres.s( d tlieir loud 
ambition by downright telling them first, 
that f/tcy hnm not what thei^ ashed then 
by demanding of them whether thev wore 
able to undergo tlie trial b tliey should meet 
with; implying what they bliould rather 
have requested, that they more needed hu- 
mility and patience, than pomp .'ind plea- 
siu*e : and it was the same two persons, w hose 
intemperate zeal he otherwhere cheeked 
with an ovk ot^art Jlou Ye hflOW 

not of what sjnrit ye are:'' and no wonder, 
if they, who knew not what they were, did 
ajbk they knew not what ; that, being igiio- 
rant of their own hewts, they should indite 
absurd petitions; that in such a ease they 
should desire things, not only incongruous 
and inconvenient, but dangerous and dv- 
structive to themsclveb. For to make a 
right distinction of these duties ; to l>o able 
discreetly and pertinently, if I may so 
speak, to converse with God, it is requi- 
site to look into our hearts, and from them 
to take fit matter, due meobure, right sea- 
son of request, and of acknowledgment 
respectively ; things commonly not being 
as they appear to our presont sense, or to 
our gross conceit, in themselveb, or in their 
degree, good or bad ; but according to the 
dispobitiim of our hearts, and the elTects 
they work upon them. That is not good 
which pleaseih our sense and fancy ; nor 
that bad which disgusts them ; but that is 
ood, which rendoreth our heart wibor and 
etter, which correcteth our inelinatioiib, 
compobcth our affections, informeth our 
judgments rightly, and purifieth our in- 
tentions ; that is bad, which hath contrary 
cfReetb within us. We, it is likely, should 
t Luke Mill U 21 
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pray with greatest seriousness and earnest* 
ness for the removal of thc«e infirmities, for 
case from those afflictions ; which we see 
the h(»1y apostles (being better instructed in 
things, being more acquainted with them- 
selves) did rejoice, did glory in, did give 
thanks for ; as finding the wholesome ope- 
ration they had upon their hearts that by 
them their virtues were exercised and im- 
proved, their faith tried, their patience in- 
creased, their hope eoTifiraied; that, to use 
the apostle’s words, they did ia tAe sequel 
return the peaceful fimt of righteousness to 
thohe mho were exereisea by them,^ But 
leaiingthis point, though deserving per- 
haps turther consideration, I proceed, and 
say further, that, 

11. The continual visitation of our in- 
wai’d pai'ts doth not only yield much ad- 
vantage (as In some measure hath been 
sliowtd) at the long-run, by iufiuenco at 
Die spnng-hcad upon the principles and 
causes of action, but doth immediately con- 
dup( to good practice, prevciithig and sti- 
thug 111 the vciv birth tnany sinful and vain 
practices : that so many indiscreet and Im- 
pc rtinent , so maoy in egulai*and unsavoury, 
so many unjust and uncharitable speeches 
do issue fr(un our mouths, it is especially 
because we are not then employed upon 
tins duty ; ai*enot watching over our heai’ts, 
and obsi rviiig those inw ard fountains (levity 
and waiitouiiess of thought, precipitancy 
and disorder of passion) from whence they 
overflow: were we intent there, we should 
peihaps endeavour to stop the current, 
and contain these inward bad motions from 
vtnting themselves. The like we may say 
toucerniiig many unwarrantable actions, 
into which we inconsiderately plunge our- 
selves, not heeding whence they spring: 
did we regal'd that such actions were 
aridng from ambitions, co\etous, froward 
di.»posi1ions, or from certain ill-grounded 
prejudices lurking in our minds, we should 
tdten surely forbear them; hut while we 
kt>ep none, or bad sentinels ; while in the 
custody 01 our hearts we sleep, or are 
drowsy ; .while we neglect to examine and 
w cigb our actions, what they ai'e and whence 
they come, they (although very had and 
hurtful) do steal by us, and pass as friends, 
and we hear no more of them, but in their 
woful consequences. What efficacy the 
consideration of God’s omnipresent eye, 
beholding all our doings, hath, and how 
aU wise men do press it as a powerful 
means to contain ua from had action, you 
cannoi but well know; as likewise that 

* Jamom 2; Kom \ 3; 2 Cor \i G, Ual m U* 
1 2*ct 1 (> ■ Ueb ail. li 


some of them, in order to the same pur- 
pose, direct us to conceive ourselves always 
under the hispectinn of some person es- 
periiffly venerabh* for bis worth, rsf for his 
relation to us, whom we diould he afraid 
or ashamed to displease : ’ and surely, were 
the faith concerning God’s presence, or the 
fancy con^rning the presence of a Cato, 
or a Lffilius, strong enough, they could 
not but have great effect: however, did 
we but live, even in our own presence, 
imder the eye of our own judgment and 
conscience ; regarding not only the matter 
fmd body, but me rewn and ground, that 
is the soul, of our actings ; even that would 
do much ; tlie love and reverence of oui*- 
selves would somewhat check and control 
us; we should fear to offend, we should be 
ashamed tu vilify even ourselves by fond or 
foul proceedings ; it would, in the pluloso- 
pher’s esteem, ««u]pply the room of anj other 
keeper or monitor, if we could thus keep 
oursehes;* If (saith he) have so far 
profited^ as to have got a reverence of our* 
selvesy %ce may then well let go a tutor ^ or 
peda^gve,* 

12. This practice doth much conduce 
to the knowledge of human nature, and the 
general dispositions of mankind, which is 
an excellent and most useful part of wis- 
dom: for the principal inclinations and 
first motions of iiie som are like in all men ; 
whence ho that by diligent study of him- 
self hath observed them in his own soul, 
may thuice collect them to be in others ; 
he hath at least a great advantage of easily 
tracing them, of soon descrying them, of 
clearly perceiving them in those he con- 
vorseth with ; the which knowledge is of 
gi'oat use, as directing Ub how to accom- 
niudate ourbelves in our behaviour and 
dealing with others. 

No man indeed can be a good instructor 
or adviser m moral affairs, who hath not 
attained this skill, and doth not well un- 
derstand the nature of man: his precepts 
and rules will certainly be fallacious, or mis- 
applied without it : this is that, w hich rou* 
dered the dictates of the Stoics and other 
such phil(»sopliers so extravagant and tiu- 
practicable, because they framed thtm not 
according to the real nature of man, such as 
is existent in the world, but according to an 
idea formed in their own imaginations. 

Some caution indeed is in this matter to 
be used, that those motions of soul, which 
proceed from particular temper and com- 
plexion, from su|>ervenieut principles or 

* C'tim jAin profererm taatum. ut f»t tibl ftivn tui 
m crentls, dimttttB yflo in^ogum ta 
f acn Lp xi 2&. ■ Sen Ep 23 
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habits, may be dibtinguished from those 
which are natural and common unto all: 
which distinction to make, is of great use 
and benefit, in order to the governing, re- 
straining, or correcting them. 

If there be any in us, which are not ob- 
servable in an^ other men $ or in other men, 
which are not in us ; those do not arise from 
common nature, but from the particular 
disposition of one or other respectively. 

13. 1 add lastly, that universallv this 
practice is requisite and necessary for the 
well governing of our heart. Politicians 
inculcate much, that to the well governing 
of a people, squaring £t la\^s for it, and 
keeping it in good order, the nature and 
humour of that people should be chiefly 
heeded and well understood ; for that tlie 
grave Homans and light Greeks, tho soft 
Persians and stout Germans, the subtle 
Africans and gross Scythians, would not 
be well managed in the same manner. So 
to govern any man’s heart (since the hearts 
of men, as their faces, and as their voices, 
differ according to diversities of complex- 
ion, of ago, or education, of custom, and 
manner ofliving),itoonducethto knowhow 
it is disposed from an} of those, or the like 
causes.^ But how we are to guide and 
go\cm our hearts, and what particular in- 
Ruenee this practice hath thereupon, I re- 
serve for other meditations ; when we shall 
endeavour more distinctly to show how we 
may apply our thoughts to due objects; 
how euro and correct our incUr ations ; how 
order our passions ; how rectify our opi- 
nions ; how purify our intentious ; now I 
conclude uith tho good Psalmist’s requests 
to God Almighty: Tecuh m thy way^ O 
Lt)rd} vsate our hearts to fear thy name* 
One ?is understanding^ and we ^hall keep 
thy law; yea ire shall obheree it with our 
whale heart. Search wa, O God^ and him 
our hearts; try us^ and know our thoughts; 
see if there he any wiihed way in and 
lead us in the way evei lasting.^ Amen. 

SERMON XLVI. 

TUn CONSTDCRATIOK OF OUB LATTCB LND. 

Psalm sc , 12. — So teach vs to nundter our 
days^ that we may apply our Iwarts unto 
uisdom. 

This Psalm is upon several peculiar ac- 
counts very remarkable ; for its antiquity, 
in winch it peihaps doth not yield to any 
parcel of scripture ; for the eminency of 
its author, Moses, the man of God, the 

* f /iif> Sar 0»at 1 
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greatest of tho ancient prophets (most in 
favour, and, as it were, most intimate with 
God :) it is also remarkable for the form 
and matter thereof, both affording much 
useful instruction. In it we have a great 
prmce, the governor of a numerous people, 
sequestering his mind from the manage- 
ment of public affairs to private medita- 
tions ; from beholding the present outward 
appearances, to considering the real nature 
and secret causes of thinf ^ ; in the midst 
of all the splendour and pomp, of all the 
stir and tumult about him, ho observes 
the frailty of human condition, he discerns 
the providence of God justly ordering all; 
this he does not only in way of wise consi- 
deration, but of serious devotion, moulding 
his observations into pious acknowledg- 
ments and earnest prayers to God: thus 
while he casts one eye upon earth, viewing 
the occurrences there, lifting up the other 
to heaven, there seeing God’s all-govern- 
ing hand, theuce seeking his gracious fa- 
vour and mercy. Thus doth here that great 
and good man teach us all (more particu- 
larlv men of high estate and much business) 
to nnd opportunities of withdrawing their 
thoughts from those things which com- 
monly amuse them (the cares, the iglorics, 
the pleasures of this world), and fixing 
them upon matters more improveable to 
devotion ; the transitoriness of their con- 
dition, and their subjectiun to God’s just 
providence ; joining also to these medita- 
tions suitable acts of religion, due acknow- 
ledgments to God, and humble prayers. 
This was his practice among the greatest 
encumbrances diat any man could have; 
and it should also be ours. Of those his 
devotions addressed to God, tho words arc 
part, which I have chosen for the subject 
of my meditation and present discourse ; 
c(mcerning the meaning of which I shall 
first touch somewhat ; then propound that 
observable in them, which I design to in- 
sist upon. 

Tho prophet David hath in the 39th 
Psalm a prayer very near in words, and of 
kin, it seems, in sense to this here : Lord 
(prays he) /nahe me to know my en% and the 
measure of nty days^ what it is, that 1 may 
know how frail I am concerning the drift 
of which place, as well as of tliis here, it 
were obvious to conceive that both these 
prophets do request of God, that he would 
discover to them the definite term of their 
life (which by his decree he had fixed, or 
however by his universal prescience ho did 
discern ; concerning which we have those 
words in Job, Seeing man's days are deier^ 
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the number of his months ure with 
thee, thou heist appointed his bounds^ that 
he catmot pass ; V we might, I «ay , at fM 
hearing, be apt to imagine that their prajrer 
imto God is (for the comfort of their mind 
burdened with afflictions, or for their he^ 
ter direction in the management of their 
remaining time of life), that God would 
reveal unto them the determinate length 
of their life. But this sense, which the 
words seem so naturally to bold forth, is 
by many of the Fathers rejected, for that 
the knowledge of our lives* determinate 
measure is not a fit matter of prayer to 
God ; that being a sGcret reserved by God 
to himself, which to imjuire into savours 
of presumptuous curiosity: the universal 
validity of which reason I will not debate ; 
but shall defer so much to their judgment, 
as to suppose that the numbering of our 
days (ac( ording to their sense) doth here 
only iinj)ly a confused indefinite eomputar 
tion of our days* number, or the length of 
our hfi ; such as, upon which it may ap- 
pear, that iitcessarily our life cannot be 
long (not, according to the account men- 
tioned in this Psalm, the same with that 
of Solon in Herodotus, above 70 or tK) 
}ears, especially as to purposes of health, 
strength, content 5) will probablv, by rea- 
son of various accidents, to which it is 
exposed, be much shorter (7 or 10 years, 
according to a moderate esteem may pos- 
sibl), from surprises undiscoverable, bo 
very near to its period ; by few instants re- 
moved fi'om death (a year, a month, a day, 
It may be somewhat less.) This 1 shall 
allow to be the arithmetic that Moses here 
desires to learn ; whence it will follow, that 
ti'su'hing (or making to know, so it is in the 
Hi brew ) doth import here (as it dotli other- 
wliere frotjuently in scripture) God's af- 
fording the grace to know practically, or 
with serious regard to coniuder this state 
and measure of our life (for in speculation 
110 man can be ignorant of human life’s 
brevity and uncertainly ; but must men ore 
so n^ligent and stupid, as not to regard 
it sufficiently, not to employ this knowledge 
to any good purpose.*) This interpretation 
1 choose, being in itself plausible enough, 
and countenanced by so good authority ; 
yet the former might well enough (by good 
consequence, if not so immediately) serve 
my design ; or be a ground able to support 
the discourse I intend to build upon the 
words ; the subject whereof briefly will be 
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this, that the consideration of our lives* 
certain and necessary brevity and frailty, 
is a mean proper and apt to dispose us to- 
ward the wise conduct of our remaining 
Hfe; to which purpose such a considera- 
tion seems alike available, as the knowledge 
of its punctual or definite measure ; or more 
than it, upon the same or greater reasons* 

As for the latter clause, that we may up- 
ply our hearts to imsdom; it is according to 
the Hebrew, and we shall bring the heart 
to wisdom: implying, the application of our 
hearts to wisdom to be consequent upon the 
skill and practice (bestowed by God) of 
thus computing our days* As for wisdom, 
that may denote either sapience, a habit of 
knowing what is true ; or prudence, a dis- 
position of choosing what is good: we may 
here understand both, especially the latter ; 
for, as Tully saith of philosophy, Omnis 
snmma philosophise ad beate mveudum refpr-^ 
tnr^^ the sum or whole of philosophy refers 
to Hviug happily; so all divine wisdom doth 
respect good pra^ice. The word also conu 
prebends nil the consequences and adjuncts 
of such wisdom (for so commonly such 
words are wont by way of metonymy to de- 
note, together with the things primarily 
mgnified, all that naturally flow from, or 
that usually are conji/ined with them;t) in 
brief (to cease from more explaining that 
which is in itself conspicuous enough), 1 so 
imderstand the text, as if the prophet bad 
thus expressed himself: Since, O Lord, 
ail thmgs are in thy hand and sovereign 
disposal ; since it appears iliat man’s life is 
so short and frail, so vexatious and mise- 
rable, so exposed to the just oftects of thy 
displeasure ; we humbly beseech thee so to 
instruct us by thy wisdom, so to dispose us 
by thy grace, that we may efiectuall} know, 
that we may seriously consider, the bre- 
vity and uncertainty of our lives’ durance; 
whence we may be induced to understand, 
regard, and choose those things wliich good 
reason dictates best for us ; which, according 
to true wisdom, it most concerns us to know 
and perform. From which sense of the 
words we might infer many useful docu- 
ments, and draw matter of much whole- 
some discourse; but passing over aU the 
rest, 1 shall only insist upon that one point, 
which 1 before intimated, viz. that the se- 
rious consideration of the shortness and 
firailty of our life is a proper instrument 
conducible to the bringing our hearts to 
wisdom, to the making us to discern, attend 
unto, embrace, and prosecute such tilings 
as are truly best for us* that it is available 
1 T7fttura dcditumram vlt», lAiMiUAm pecttUbe. utiU* 
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to the prudent conduct and management of 
our life; the truth of which propodtlou is 
grounded upon the divine prophet's opi- 
nion: he apprehended such a knowledge or 
consideration to be a profitable means of 
inducing las heart tc> wisdom ; wherefore 
he prays God to grant it him in order to 
that end, Mipposiug that efihot would pro- 
ceed from this cause* And that it is so in 
way of reasonable influence, 1 shsdl endea- 
vour to show by some following reasons* 

I. The serious consideration of our lives’ 
frailty and shortness will confer to our right 
valuation (or esteem) of things, and conse- 
quently to our well placing, and uur duly 
moderating our cares, aftcetioiis, and en- 
deavours about thein.^ For as we value 
things, <;o arc we used to aflbet them, to 
s^iend our thought upon them, to be earuo<9t 
in jiur^uaiieo or avoiding of them. There 
be two sorts of things we converse about, 
good and bad ; the fornuT, according to 
the degree of their appearance so to ns 
(that is, according to our estimation of 
llicm), we naturally love, delight in, desire, 
and pursue ; the other likewise, in propor- 
tion to our opinion concerning them, we 
do more or less loathe and shun. Our ac- 
tions therefore being all thus directed and 
grounded, to esteem things aright both 
in kind and degree mu 

to assign every thing its due price, as 
E]»icictus speaks; qtujuUi quid(pie iit judu 
vore^ to judge a hat each thing is worth, 
as Seneca*), is in order the first, in degree 
a main part of wisdom ; and as so Is fre- 
quently by wise men commended. Now 
among qualities that commend or vilify 
things tint*) us, duration and certainty have 
a chief place; they often alone suffice to 
render things valuable or contemptible, 
Wh^ is gold more precious than glass or 
'‘crystal? why pri'fcr w'c a ruby before a 
rose or a gilhfiower ? It is nt)t because those 
are mtvro serviceable, more beautiful, more 
grateful to our senses, tlxan these (it is 
plainly otherwise;) hut because these ai’C 
brittle and failing, those solid and permv 
iicnt: those we cannot hope lo retain the 
use or pleasure of long; those we may pro- 
mise ourselves to enjoy so long as we please. 
Whence, on the other side, is it, that we 
little fear or shun any thing, bow painful, 
how offiBnsivo soever,* being assitfed of its 
soon passing over, the biting of a flea, or the 
prick in letting blood? The reason is evi- 

* Frlmum Mt, ut nuautt quidiiue htt judloes , is- 
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dent; and that in general nothing can on 
cither hand be considerable (cither to value 
or disesteom) which is of a short continuance. 
Upon this ground, therefore, let us tax the 
things concerning us, whether good or bad, 
relating to this life, or to our future state ; 
and first the goodtlb^gs relating to this life ; 
thence we shall be disposed to judge truly 
concerning them, what their just price is, 
how much of affection, care, and endeavour 
they deserve to have expended on them. In 
general, and in the lump concerning them 
aU, St. Paul tells us, that re tbD xow* 
fuu v»vT»u the shape or fashion (all 

that is apparent or sensible) in this presefd 
world doth and soon gives ns the go- 
by:^ we gaze a while upon these things, 
as in transitUy or intra conspectum^ as they 
pass by uB,t and keep a while in sight ; but 
they are presently gone from ua, or wo 
from them : they are but like objects re- 
presented in a glass; which liaving viewed 
a wliilo, we must shortly turn our backs, 
or shut our eyes upon them ; then all va- 
nishes, and disappears unto us. Whence 
he well infers an indifTerciiey of affection 
toward them : a slacknchs in the enjoyment 
of them to be retj[uired of us; a vsing this 
world, as if we used it not; a buying, as if 
we mre not to possess; a weeping, as if 
we wept not; and a rt joking, as tf we re- 
joiced not ; a kind of negligence and uncon- 
ceniedness about these tliyigs. The world 
(saithSt. ^ohxi) passeth away, and the desire 
thereof;^ whatever seemeth most lovely 
and desirable in the world is very flitting; 
however, our demre and om* enjo^niint 
thereof must suddenly cease, liiuigiuc a 
man, therefore, possessed of all worldly 
goods, armed with pow cr, flourishing iu 
credit, flowing with plenty, swimming in 
all delight (such as were sometime IVia- 
mus, Polycrates, Croesus, Poinpey;) yet 
since he is withal supposed a man, and 
mortal, subject both to fortune and death, 
none of those things can he reasonably 
confide or much satisfy hiiriself in* they 
maybe vitdently divorced from him by for- 
tune, they must naturally be loosed from 
him by death ; tlie closest niiiun hei-e ean- 
not last longer tlian till death us depai t : 
wherefore no man upon such account can 
truly call or (if he consider well) heartily 
esteem himself happy ; a man eannoi hence 
(as the most able judge and trusty voucher 
of the commoilitiesdoth pronounce) mefre 
profit or cmteid from any latwur he iuketh 
(upon these transitory things) under the 
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5im.* Why, then, let me inquire, do we so 
cumber our heads with care, so rack our 
hearts with passion, so waste our spirits 
with incesbaiit toil about these transitory 
things ? Why do we so highly value, so ar- 
dently desire, so eagerly pursue, so fondly 
delight in, so impatiently want, or lose, so 
passionately contend for and emulate one 
another in regard to these bubbles j for* 
feiting and fr>regoing our homebred most 
precious goods, tranquillity and repose, ei- 
ther of mind or body, tor them ? Why erect 
wo such mighty fabrics of expectation and 
oon^donce upon such unsteady sands?* 
Why dress we up these our inns, as if they 
were our homes, anil are as careful about a 
few nights* lodging here, as if we designed 
an everlasting abode? we that are but 
sojourven am pilgrim hesre, and have m 
Jtxed habitation upon earth ; whoco»w/orM 
hhr a flower^ caid are soon out doum ; ^ee 
like a shadow^ and continue not; are winds 
jmshig atvay^ and coining not again ; who 
Jade all like a leaf; whose life is a mpoar 
appearing far a little time^ and than vanish* 
tng mmy ; whose dayn are a handbreadth^ 
and age is nothing ; v>hose days are consumed 
like smoke ^ and years are spent as a tide; 
who wither like the grass^ upon which we 
feed, and ermnbh as the dust^ of which we 
arc comparted (for thus the scripture 
by apposite eompariaons represents our 
condition;) yet build, like the meu of 
Agi'igentiuii, as if we were lo dwell here 
for e\er; and hoard up, as if wo were to 
enjoy after many ages ; and inquire, as if 
we would never have done knowing. The 
citizens of (Voton, a town in Italy, had a 
manner, it is said, of inviting to feasts a 
year before the time, that the guests in ap- 
])etite and garb might come well prepared 
to them: do we not usually resemmetiiem 
in this ridiculous solicitude and curiosity; 
spes inchoando longas^ commencing designs, 
driving on projects, which a longer nme 
than our lire would not sitfiice to accom- 
plish? How deejply do we concern our- 
selves in all that is said or done; when the 
morrow, all will be dono away and forgot- 
ten ; when (excepting what our duty to God 
and charity towards men requires of us, 
and that wiiich concerns our future eternal 
state) what Is done in the world, who gets 
or loses, wlJch (»f the spokes in fortune’s 
wheel is up, and which down, is of very 
little consequence to us! But the more to 
* ('omniotandi nature nobis diversonumdeditt non 
habiiandi locum— C m* 4e Slsn^ 
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abstract our minds from, and temper our 
affections about these secular matters, let 
us examine particularly by this standard, 
whether the most valued thiim in tbui 
world deserve that estimate which they bear 
in the common market, or which popular 
opinion asaifpu them. 

1 . To be^, then, with that which takes 
the chief place, whiem the world most dotes 
on, which seems most great and eminent 
among men ; secular state end grandeur, 
might and prowess, honour and reputation, 
favour and applause of men, all the objects 
of human pride and ambition : of this kind, 
St. Peter thus pronounces, 

All the glory of men is as the flower of 
the grass; the grtm is dried vo, and the 
flower thereof doth fall off; * it is as the 
dower of the gross, how specious soever, 
yet the most fading and failing j^art there- 
of; the gross itself will soon wither, and 
the dower dotli commonly fall off l^fore 
that. We cannot hold this flower of world- 
ly glory beyond our short time of life ; and 
we may eowy much sooner be deprived of 
it: many tempests of fortune may beat it 
down, many \iolent hands may crop it; it 
is apt of itself to fade upon the stalk ; how- 
ever the sun (the induence of age and time) 
will assuredly bum and dry it up, with our 
life that upholds it. Surely (saith the 
Psalnust) men of low degree are vanity^ 
and men of high d^ee are a lie : i men of 
liigh degree; tho mighty princes, the fa.- 
mous captains, the si^le statesmen, the 
gprave senators; they who turn and toss 
about tlie world at their pleasure ; who, 
in the prophet’s langua^, make the earth 
tremble^ am shake kingdoms : ^ even these, 
they aa*e a lie (said he, who himself ^as 
none of the least considerable among them, 
and by experience well knew their condi- 
tion, the greatest and most glorious man 
of his time, kuig David.) They are a lie ; 
that is, their state presents something of 
brave and admirable to the eye of men ; 
but it is only decepHo visas ; a show with- 
out a substance; it dotli but delude the 
careless s]>ectators with false appearauee ; 
it hath nothing under it solid or stable; 
being laid in the balance (the royal propliet 
there subjoins ; that is, being weighed in 
tim scales of right judgment, boi^ tho- 
roughly considered), it will prove lighter 
than \anity itself; it is leas valuable than 
mere emptiness, and nothing itself. That 
saying sounds like an, hyperbole; but it 
may be true in a strict sense, seeing tliat 
the care and pams in maintaining H, the 
fear and jealousy of losing if, the envy, ob- 
1 1 1 et u it J Psal Ixu. 1 J Im, xIt, 17. 
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jtoqiiy tad daanget that surroimd it, the 
it hath in it, and leiapMiofts in- 
cliaiag men to be puiShd ttp wjih prida, to 
he insolent and iinurions. to ho coimpted 
ndtb pleasure (with other had oonooii^hatits 
iheret^, do more than oouiiterml what 
ever either of imagtnarjr worth or real eon- 
venienoe mav be in it. Perhaps^ oould it, 
without mudb oere, trouble, aaed hazard, 
coa^ue for ever, or for a long^ time, it 

S ht be thought somewhat connderablies 
steoe Rb doridfoais vmeertafo 
ebeeMUfo Amumr aindstk aiGd, hd it like 
heastg that wri^i that tiliey who look 
so Irhe gods^ and araohUed so, bto are wor- 
shipped as such, ytst miM dig ake mea, like 
meUt yesbUkesh^p shall belMUldiegrafie; 
since, as it is suid of the king of Babvlon 
in h^ah, their pomp nmt hehrtmghtiom 
to the graw^ aed the noise of their moles 
the worm hkaU he spread mder tkem^ and 
ike worm shaU coffer them;^ seeing that a 
moment of lime shall extin^ish all their 
lustre, and still all that tumiut id>out them; 
that tliey must bo disrobed of their purple, 
and be clothed with corruption ; that their 
so spacious and splendid palacos must soon 
be exchanged for close darksome cofBns; 
that both their own breath, and the breath 
of them who now applaud thmn, mubt he 
stepped; that they who now bow to them, 
may presently trample on them ; and they, 
wlu) to-day trembled at their pi'esence, may 
the morrow scornfully insult upon their 
memo)7 : Is this the man (will they say, as 
they did of that great king) who mme the 
mrih to tremble; thxA Hdsdvake Uifgdonui; 
that made the world as a mldemess^ and 
destroyed the Hngdomsthereoff^ Since this 
M the fate of the greatest and most glo- 
rious among men, what reason can there 
be to adndre their condition, to prise such 
vain and short-lived pre-eminencos ? For 
who can account it a great happiness to 
1)6 styled and respected as a prince, to 
all the powers and prerogatives of 
highest dignity for a day or tu o ; then be- 
ing obliged to descend into a sordu* ond 
despicaide estate? Who values the fortune 
of him that is brought forth upon the stage 
to act the part of a prince ; though he be 
attired there, and attended as such, hath 
all the garb and ceremony, the en^gns and 
appertenanebs of majesty about him ; speaks 
andbehaves Idmself impi^tt6ly,is fiaittered 
and worshipped accordit^ly; yet who in 
his heari; doth adore thk idol, doth admire 
this mockery of greatness ? why not ? 
cause after an hour or two the play is over, 

• JM IxsoU S; xlix. IX ; Jsa. xIt. 11. 
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and this man's reign is done. And whoi 
great difisrance is there between this and 
the grjMteat worldly state ? between Alex- 
ander in thelustory, and Alexander on the 
stage? Are not On the Psalmist's account) 
all awr ysewa fment as a tale that is fokf," 
or as a fohle that is acted ? This, in com' 
pariaon of that, what b it at most but 
telling the same story, acting the same part 
a fow times over? What are a few ytws 
more dum a few hours repeated not very 
oi^en? not so often as to wke any consi- 
derable difference; so a great empex*or 
redacted; « 

What (ukid be) dkdA the age of an infant^ 
^ng within tm^ days^ d^erfrom tnaJt of 
Nestor^ who Uved three ages of men^^ since 
both shall be past and ended; both then 
meet, and thereby become equal; since, 
eonsidoifogthe ixnmense time that runs on, 
and tow little a part thereof any of us takes 
up (homes et senes ia aiquo sumus^) we are 
aU alike young and bid, as a drop and apint 
bottle in compare to the ocean are in a sort 
equal, that b, both altogether inconsider- 
able.* Quidenm diuest^ uh/ Jinrsedtfsaith 
St. Austin: what can he long that shall be 
ended f which coming to that pass b as if 
it never had been? Stuoe, then, u|)oii thb 
ac^unt (upon worldly accounts I speak all 
thb ; and excepting that dignity and power 
may be talents hestowed by God, or advan- 
tage to serve God, anApromote the good 
of men ; excepting also the relation persons 
justly instated in tliem bear to (iod, as hb 
deputies and minbters; in which respects 
much reverence b due to their {lorsous, 
much value to their places ; even the more, 
by how much less their present outwaid 
estate is considerable, and because ai pre- 
sent they receive so slender a reward for all 
their cares and pains employed in the dis- 
charge of their odiccs ; this 1 interposo to 
present mistake, lest our discourse should 
seem to dbparage or detract from the re- 
verence due to persons in eminent place. 
But since, under this caution) all worldly 
power and glory appear so little valuable, 
tlie consideration hereof may avail to mo- 
derate our affections about them, to quell 
all ambitious desires of them, and all vain 
eomplacencies in them. For why should we 
so eagerl.y seek and pursue such empty sha- 
dows, whudi if we catch, we in effect catch 
nothing ; and whatever it b, doth presently 
sbp out of our hands ? Why do we please 
ourselveB in such evanid dreams? Is it not 
much better to rest quiet and content in any 
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station wherotn God hath placed ub, thaa 
to 1 rouble ourselves and othevsiodwdng 
higher to a precipioe, where we oaa hardly 
stand upright, and whence w« shbll cer* 
tainl^ tumble down into the j^ave? Tins 
consideration is also a retxmj proper to 
remove all regret and eii^ groundea upon 
such regards. For why, tboegh suppose 
men of bmall worth or virtue should nou- 
ri**!! in honour and powder, shall we repine 
thereat ? Is it not as if one should envy to 
a butterfly its gaudy wings, to a tulip its 
beautiful colours, to the grass Hs pleasant 
verdure ; that gross, to winch in this Psalm 
we are compared; which in the mern^ 
JiKdrishetk and^ouethm^ in the evening 
u cut down am vriihfretn e i 1 may say of 
tills discom'se with thejpbiloBOj^er, 
fttv, 0 /iug u9t/nKev it is It homely 

remedy (there may be divers better ones), 
}(.t hath its efficacy; for David himself 
made use thereof more than once : JSe not 
(saith he) afraid^ or troubled, when me i$ 
mculp 1 u*h^ when theghry of his house is m- 
creobedg for when he dietn^ he shall carry 
ntfthtng away ; his glut y shaU not descend 
uith him, 1 was (saith he again) envious at 
thefoidish^ when I saw the prtuperity of the 
wicked; but J went into the samtuary^ then 
utulerstood I their end; surely thou didst 
Sft them in slippen pkiees^how are they 
brought into desofanon m in a mmentf 
'rims considering the lubricity and truisi- 
torincss of that prosperity, which foolish 
and wicked men enjoyed, did serve to cure 
that envious distemper which began to af- 
fect the good mon'b heart. 

2. But lot us descend from dignity and 
power (that is, fi’om names and shows) to 
somewlmt seeming more real and substan- 
tial, to riches ; that great and general idol, 
the most devotdly adored that ever bath 
been in the worm $ which hath a temple 
almost in every house, on altar in every 
heart ; to the gaming of which most of the 
thougbhi, most of tlic labours of men Im- 
mediately tend ; in the possession of which 
men cotmnonlY deem the greatest happi- 
ness doth c<tn»st. But this consideration 
we discourse about will cosily discover, 
that even this, as all other idols, hnothing 
hi the world^^ nothing truo and solid; will, 
1 say, justify that advice, and Verify that 
assicrllon of tho Wise Man : Labour not for 
riihis; wilt thou set thy heart upon that 
which is notr^ it, well a)iplied, will pluck 
du>^n the high places reared to this great 
idol of <'lay in men's hearts; will confute 


the oommon conceits and phraw, which 
so beatify wealth 9^ showing that whoever 
dotes thereon is more truly and properly 
styled a miseraMe man, than a happy or 
blessed one : for is be not indeed miserable, 
who mabes Hes his refuge^ who confides in 
that which win deceive and disappdnt him? 
The prophet assures us so : TPoe (saith the 
{n^ophet Habakkuk) woe he to him who eo^ 
vstm anevUotmetomness to his house; that 
he may set his nest m high^ that he may be 
dslwered from the pm Men, he 

implies, upcanne, by gotung riches, they 
have secured and rfu*ied themselves above 
the reach <if all mibchief: but ye see it was 
in the prophet's judgment a woful mistake. 
St. Paul doth worn men, very emphatically, 
not to hope m the 

uneertvdnty^ or obscurity, of riches;^ inti- 
mating, that to trust in them, is to trust 
in dai^hess itself ; in that wherein we caa 
diBCffl*n nothing; in we know not what. 
They are, we cannot but observe, subject 
to an infinity of chances, many of them ob- 
vious and notorious ; more of them secret 
and unaccountable. They make (the Wise 
Man tells m) themselves tdr^s (they need, 
it seems, no help for that), arid fly away 
Uhe as an eagle tmard kronen^ (quite out of 
sight, and beyond our reach, they of their 
own accord do swiftly fly away ;) however, 
should they be disposed to stay with us, we 
must fly from them ; were tibey inseparably 
affixed to this life, yet must mey t^ether 
with that be sevexw from us ; as we come 
naked of them into this world, so naked 
shall we return: As he came (saith the 
Preacher) so shall he go; and what 
(then) hath he that iabuureth for the wina P’ 
from hence, that we must so soon part with 
ri^os, he infers them to be but wind ; a 
thing not anywise to be fixed or settl^ | 
which it is vain to think we can appropriate 
or retain ; and vain, therefore, greedily to 
covet or pursue: so the Psalmist also rea- 
sons it : Surely every mm (saith he) 
in a vain shm ; surely theu are ^squi^ed 
tn vain ; he heapeth up ricMs^ and knowetk 
not who shad gather them** Men, in his 
account, that troubled themselves in accu- 
mulating wealth, did but idly delude them- 
selves, fancying to receive content finom 
such tilings, which they must themselves 
soon be separated from ; and leave at un- 
ocrlaintios, to be disposed of they know not 
how : that which iii his wise son's ofiitaeui 
was snfficlcut to make wan hate ail hie 
labour under the sun .* Because (sritb he) I 
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9 haU have U to the num that ehaU be after 
me; and who knowM whether he ehaS be a 
whemanor a/boif Yet he bhdtlAaoenUe 
aver uU my labour wherein I haee taboared, 
and wherein Ihove showed mysei/lthe uwhr 
the stm:* all^ it seems, tbst we are so wise 
and so industHous that we so beat 

oar heads about, and mud our spirits 
upon, is at most but gaemum hwredis^ the 
m of an fteir, and that an uncertain one 
(fer your son, your kinsman^ yotir friend, 
may, for all you oan know, die before you, 
or soon after you i*) it is but a being at great 
pains and charges in tilling the £md, and 
sowing and drebsing it ; whence we are sure 
not to reap any benefit to ourselves, and 
caimot know who shall do it. 

The rich man (St. James tells us) as the 
ftower of the grass shall he pass amy; for 
the sun is no sooner risen idth a burning 
heat^ hoi U withereth the grass^ and the 
flower thereof falleih^ and the ^ace of the 
fashion thereof ^rumeih; so also shau the 
rick mm fade m his ways,^ All the com- 
fort (we see by the a^stle^s discourse) and 
the convenience, all the grace and orna- 
ment, that riches are supposed to yield, will 
certainly wither and decay, cither before or 
with us ; whenever the sun (that Is, either 
some extreme mischance in life, or cer- 
tain destiny of death) doth arise, and make 
Impression on them. But oUr Saviour hath 
best set out the nature and condiHun of 
these things, in that parable concerning the 
man, who, having had a plentiful crop of 
corn, and having projected for the disposal 
of it, resolved then to bless himself and 
entertain his mind with pleasing discourses, 
that having in readincbs and security so co- 
ious accouunodationb, he might now ei^oy 
imself with full satisfiu'tion and delight; 
not con^^idering, that, though his Imrnh 
were full, Ids life was not sure ; that God's 
pleasure might soon interrupt his pastime; 
that the feai*ful sentence might presently 
lX‘ pronounced ; Thou Jbol^ this night thy 
life shaU be required of thee; and whai 
thou houd prepared^ to whom shall it 
Euripides calls riches a 

thing which muck endears life^ or makes 
men greatly love it ; but they do not at all 
enable to keep it : there is no hirAkhtby^/m 
vn; no price or ransom equkaJent to 
J^ei all that a man hath^ he would give to 
redeem it ; but it is a purchase too dear 
fur all the riches in the world to compass. 
^ the Psalmist tells us : They that trust 
in their wealth, and boast themselves in the 

* In SIb elaboTBOt, qtue setunt nihO omniMo ad bc 
liminetp , htruut arboioK quie alton sascolo proaiat 
—fit Hi t wviw 
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multitude of thdr riches, none of them cm 
by any means redeem his brother, mn give 
to God a ransom for him ; for the redemp. 
turn of thdr soul is preewus^s They cannot 
redeem their bromer^s soul or life, nor 
therefore their own; for aH souls are of the 
Same value, all greatly surpass the }>ricc of 
gold and silver* Life was not given us for 
perpetuity, but lent, or deposited with ns 
and without delay or evasion it must be 
resigned into the hand of its just owner, 
whim he shall please to demand it; an<l 
although righteousness may, yet riches (as 
the Wise man tells us) cannot deliver from 
death, not at all proht us in the day of 
wrath J Gould wo probably retain our pos- 
sessions for ever iu our hands • nay, could 
we certainly foresee some consnlerobly long 
definite time, in which we might enjoy our 
Stores, it were perhaps somewhat excusable 
to scrape and hoard, it might look like 
rational providence, it might yield some 
valuable satisfaction ; but since, Eajw, con^ 
gere, mfer, posside, statim rehnquenduui 
est; since, as Solomon tells us, Itirkes are 
not for ever, not doth the irown endure to 
every generation;^ }ea, since they must be 
left very soon, nor is there any <3ertainty of 
keeping them any time ; that one day may 
consume them, one night may dispossess us 
of them and our life together with them, 
there con be no reason why we should 
solicitous about them; no account gi\en 
of our setting so high a rate upon them. 
For who womd much regard the having 
custody of a rich treasure for a dav or two, 
then to be stript of all, and loft bare ? to 
be to-day invested in large doinaius, and 
to-morrow to be dispossessed of them? No 
man surely would be so fond, as much to 
affect tlie condition.*' Yet this is our case ; 
whatever we call ours, w e are but guardians 
thereof for a few days. This considera- 
tion, therefore, may serve to repress or 
moderate in us all covetous desires, proud 
conceits, vain confidences and satisfactions 
in respect to worldly wealth ; to induce us, 
in Job's language, not to make gold our 
hope, Tioi to say to the fine gold, Thou art 
my ponftdence; not to rejoice because mr 
wealth is great, and because our hand hath 
gotten much » * to extirpate from our hearts 
that root of all evil, the love of money- 
For if, as the Preacher thought, the great- 
est pleasure or benefit accruing from them 
is but looking upon them for a while (what 
good, saith he, h thete to the owners there- 
of saving the beholding of them uith their 
ey€S^>) if a little will, nay must, suffice our 
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natural appetites^ and our premt necessi- 
ties ; if more than needs is but, §» tba si^rip* 
ture teaches ns, a trouble^ disquietititf our 
tninds with care ; a dangerous dbiw- 

ing us into mischief and fM>rro^; if this^ I 
say, be their present quality; and w^e it 
better, yet could it last for any oertaiOf or 
any long continuance ; is it not eiidentlT 
bettor to enjoy that pittance God hath al- 
lotted us with ease and oontentaitloii of 
mind; or if we want a necessary supply, 
to employ only a moderate diligence in get- 
ting thereof by the fairest means, whioh, 
with God's blessing promised thereto, will 
never fail to procure a competence, and 
with tliis to rest content;* than witli those 
in Amos, to pant the dutit of the earth ; 

to lade mrsehes mth thick clay; to tliirst 
insatiably after f!o(»ds of gold, to heap up 
mountains of treasure, to extend immea- 
surably our possessions 0oim7ig house to 
bouse ^ and Inipits^ field to fields t%U there he 
?4o plaee^ that m may he placed alone in the 
mi/hf of the earthy ns tlie prophet Isaiah 
dotli *■ xcellonl 1) describe the covetous man*e 
humour ;) than, 1 say, thus incessiuitly to 
toil for the maintcuance of this firail body^ 
this flitting breal h of ours ? If divine bounty 
hatli freely impm-tod a plentiful estate upon 
us. wo should indeed bless God for it; 
making ourselves friends ® thereby, as our 
Saviour advises us, employing it to God's 
j)raihe and service ; to the relief and com- 
fort of oiu* brethren that need: but to seek 
it earnestly, to set our heart upon it, to 
rely thereon, t^) be greatly pleased or ele- 
vated iu mind thereby, os it argues raudi 
inddelity and profanoness of heart, so it 
signifies much inconsideratencss and folly, 
tlie ignorance of its nature, the forgetfulness 
of (»ur own condition, upon the grounds 
discoursed upon. 

it. Now in the next place; for p]easui*e, 
that great witch, which so enchants the 
woi’ld, and which by its mischievous baits 
so allures mankind* into siu and misery; 
although this consideration be not altoge- 
ther necessary to disparage it (its own na- 
ture sufficing to that; for it is more tran- 
sitory than the shortest life, if dies in Uie 
very eiyoyment), yet it may conduce to our 
wise and good piwstice in respect thereto, 
by tempering the sweetness thereof, yea 
souring its relish to us ; minding us of its 
insufficiency and unserviceableness to the 
felicity of a mortal creature \ yea, its ex- 
tremely dangerous consequences to a soul 

* Slmplici ciiTB oonitfiit UeocMam, in doUSiM la- 
bon.tur.~£<m. Lp» S9. 
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that must survive the shor^ en^c^eut 
thereof. Some persons, inde^, ignorant 
or incredulous of a future state ^ pesumiiig 
of no sense remaining after death, nor re- 
garding any account to be render^ of this 
Bfe*s actioiM, have encouraged themselves 
and others in theftee enjoyment of present 
sensualities, upon the score of our life's 
shortness and uncertainty ; inetdeating such 
maxims as these: 

— — Brevii ett bte tnwtiM homtOlbi ; 

' post morteoi nulla Toluptae.— 2^ 

Let us eat and to^enerraw we shaU 

because our liie is short, let us make 
the most advantagt^ouB use thereof we can ;t 
because death is uncertain, let us prevent 
its surprisal, and be aforehand with it, en- 
joying^mewhat, before it snatches all ftom 
us. The author of Wisdom ohserveth, and 
thus represents these men's discourse: Our 
life is shojt and tedious ; and in the death 
of a man there is no remedy; neither teas 
there any man known to have returned from 
the grave: — Come on^ therefore^ let us en- 
joy the good tfmgs that are present; lei UB 
speedily use the creatures me os in youth; 
m vs fin ourselves with costly tfUAe and 
ointments; and let no floicer of the spring 
pass hy us;let us irown ourselves with rose- 
buds before they he withered; let none of us 
go without his pc^t of voluptuousness — for 
this is our portion^ and our lot is this.^ 
Thus, and no wonder, have some men, 
cuiuHuving themselves beasts, resolved to 
live as «tOch; renouncing all sober care be- 
coming men, and drowmngtbeir reason in 
brutish sensualities; yet no question, tlie 
very same reflection, that this litb would 
soon pass away, and that death might 
speedily attack them, did not a little quash 
their mirth, and damp their pleasure. To 
think, that this perhaps might be the last 
banquet they should taste of; that they 
should themselves sliortly become the feast 
of worms and serpents, could not but some- 
what spoil the gust of their highest delica- 
cies, and disturb the sport of Uieir loudest 
jovialties; but in Job's expression, mtthe 
the meat in their bowels to tum^ and be an 
the gall of a^is within them,^ Those cus- 
tomary enjoyments did so enamour them of 
sensual delight, that they could not without 
pungent regret im^ine a necessity of soou 
for ever pajrtmg wim them ; and sp thdr 
very pleasure was by this thought made 
tasteful and imhittered to them. So did the 
Wise Man observe: 0 deaths kmlnttsru 
the remembraam of thee to a mm that Uueii 
t Quern son dlenittk sioiqiis dibits laeTo 

Apponc ; uer dutoes Swom 
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^ - tesMmf mit4m MaAff^ 

merUff in aU tkiafSf Telf^ J^tSM h#. 

fin^ctotf AJdd 

how letter, theft, mm the feineidbtftft^ 
thercMtf be to blift, whe waltoweth b liU 
kmd of corpcft^ai eatisfection and^tSflhtl 
pleeeth all Ub ha|i|)ine«aift bmrm 4 eii- 
joj^entl fi[owevee,aBtoi«iy whoaeebet^ 
ter iftitnftjted andl wected; whb loMm aftd 
believe a ftitore atate; the eonriideration, 
that the time of endoafbg theee delfts 
wifi aooft be ever; that tmt world's 
is but fike the rraMm ^ tfew a 

te p$t^ (whieh yields a onA: soaud, and a 
beenul blase, but heats little, aad iastssit- 
"S away;) that they leave no good 
ehind them, but do only corrupt 
and enervate o«r mmds; war against and 
hurt ottr souls; ten3|»t us to sin, Imd i&i- 
volve us in guilt; timt therefore Solomon 
was snridy in the right, when he said of 
tmshtet^ that it ti mSi; and (/ mirths what 
doeihitt* (that is, that the hi&est of these 


and of ifttemperanoe, that at the last, 
bUetk hk^ a ssmnt, and e^mge^ "Uke an 
adder; with us, Isay, who refie!^ thus, diat 
(«rfirK«/|^r hfut^mg Ar^Xwo) enjofmenJt cf 
eh^pleasure fir a season cannot obtain 
ftittoh esteem and love;* but will rather, 
1 hope, be despised and abhorred W us. 
Iwmaddonly, 

4, Conoeriibg imnilar wisdom and 
le^ ; the wlueh men do also oemmon^ 
wiw ^eat earxiestness and ambition seek 
after, as the most specious ornament, and 
pure content of their mind;* this oon« 
sidemtion doth also detect the just value 
tlierecf ; so as to allay intemperate ardour 
toward It, pnde and coneeitedness upon 
the hanng or seeaung to have it, envy and 
emildatton about it Tor imi^e, if you 
please, a man aocomplished wUh all vane- 
ttas af kamng commendahle, able to re- 
count all the stoiies that have been ever 
wiltten, Or thedeeds acted, 
bea^lfiff ; to understand, orwiththemost 

the^^guages tLvt have^imy timi^een 
hi use among the eons of men; skilfbl in 
twistiag and untwisCing all kin^ of subtil* 
ties; versed in all sorts of natural eaperi- 
meuts, and ready to aasigii plamsxhte con- 
leetures about the eauses of than; studied 
in all bookswhaitever, imd in i^momiments 

teriea^^^ Iw^enety^^lky, such^aS 

A«Sb iiMv Ixmv 

iwri, imm ^ iht X 7 
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have ever been devised by human wit, or 
atud|y, or otwOrvadon; M all this, such U 
the he must be mroed presently to 
abandon; all the use he could make or all 
htt ftcHSous, dm pleasure he might dnd in 
them, the tupoMiOEn accruing to him ftom 
them, musl at that ihtal mmate vanish ; 
his hrem gUsCh JfMh^ he retumeth to his 
oUrM, m that very day kU thaaghts perish. 
There U no work, nor deeke, nor knowledge, 
norixiedommthegranenkUherh^ It 

t#«m(saithihe Psalmist, seenindeod every 

S , andobservedby alljrAotunsemendte, 
wise the fiol and hrutidh person pensk- 
eth$ one event happeneth to tkm both, there 
k no rememhramse qf th wise more than of 
the fioi far (both die alike, both 

alike are fbrgottent) as the wisest man 
himself dSd (not without some distaste) 
<dw 0 rve and complain. All our subttlo 
conr^ts and idee criticism, all otiriine in- 
ventions and goodly speculations, fahall be 
swallowed up either in the utter darkness, 
or hi the clearer light, of the future state. 
One potion of that Lethean cup (which 
we must all take down upon our entrance 
into that land of firgetfidness"*) will pro- 
bably drown the memory, deface the shape 
of aU those ideas with winch we have here 
studbd our minds :t however, they are 
not like to be of use to us in that new, so 
dif^arent, state; Where none of our lan- 
guages ere spoken ; none of our experience 
will suit; where ^ things have quite an- 
other &ce, unknown, unmought of by ns ; 
where Aristotle and Varro shall appear 
mere idiots ; Demosthenes and Cicero shall 
become ve^ infioits; the wisest and olo- 
^entest Greeks will prove senseless and 
dumb barbarians ; where all our authors 
shall have no authority ; where we mu^t 
all go ftesh to school again ; must unlearn, 
perhaps, what in these inibiy regions we 
tbougnt ourselves best to know, and begin 
to leam what we not once ever dreanied 
of. Doth, therefore, 1 pray yoo. so transi- 
tory and fruitless a godd (for itself 1 mean, 
and exc^p&g our duty to God, or the ren^ 
sonabledilig^ee weam bound to use in our 
orihng), diome such amcious desire, or so 
restless toil; so carefhl atimition of mind, 
or asriduous pain of body about it? doth it 
become us to contend or emulate so much 
about it? Aboviea]l,do we not mostunrea* 
sonal^y, amdagahist the nature of the tiling 
itielf we pvetm tu (that is, ignorantly and 
^olishly) if we are iroudand conceited, 
t T«v F 

»te fi» rmt riv* 

nut, um —C»U> beu aiud Flut p (li), 

adrt StflHi 
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much iraJue ourselvea or cont«ittii i4])|er«, alderation dodu as we hare aeen, fireL 
in respect thereto? Sdioaum. Att tmt (Sajpoee m riahtiy to valite tlteee 
experienced in thie matter, aad^«t|^lbil» to and wdiorate oor 

juo^ thereof (be tludaaveWalk^ ^iiaaiSlK)itdoth, eMiid]|y^ 

and faearch out by wSdota fHffjteaitdnff aS ccmdnee^tt^i^teif^^^ 
things that had been doha ^Midwr haarati, wte; and themy to tbe well tempeiias 
and this with extreme aneoest; even h^) Our ppuudona in the reaentodient of %em} 
pabboth the same sentence of vimity* ma^ to %heg«tti^of padenoe end conlented* 
tion, and unprofitablenew, ^n thia) aa^ seas in onr misdfi* AhiO^ thirdly, it maf 
upon all other suhcelcstial things* Jme, hdp m to vnine, and exdte to regard 
he commends wisdom as an excellent and thoM thinga, go^ car evil, which rebte to 
useful thing comparativelv; liamedi^gfiMy^ our future state; b^ng the throga onb of 
so /or as iSM ^ameedm AtrAsmi* Wt a permanent nature, and of an everlastkig 
since light itself is not permanent, bitt cogn^uenoetons. Fourthly, it will engage 
must give way to darkness, the difference us to httaband oarel^y and well employ 
soon \anisbed, and his opMon there<^ this slmH time of omr fkre^t ^ not to 
abated; considering, that as it happened de% or prcKUWSlinate onr endemours to 
iothef(Kd, soithig>n^adtDhim,he%e^ lire well; net to be lazy end l^teriijg 
into that expostulation, AinA f(# Asm ms in the despatdli of our only eonddareble 
Imors vfisef to what purpose was such a husineSH, relating to eternity; to enabraoe 
dibtmction made, that mgosfkd in effect so all cmtHWiunitiies, and improve a)l meana, 
little ? And indeed the tc^ittmany of this and tollow the beat compendiums of good 
great persunage may serve for a goiod practice loading to eternal bliss* 
logup to all this discourse, discoveiing it will be apt to confer much toward m 
buffcif^ntly th(* slender wortih of all earthly begetting aad preserving einperity in our 
iliings: seiing he, that had given himaeu thoughts, wgrds^ and actions; eami^ ua 
industriously to experiment the worth of to decline all oUique designs upon present 
all things here below, to sound the depth mean interests, or base regards to the 
of their utmost perfeotioii and uao; who ntons or affections of men; bearing single 
had all the advantages unaduable of per- ree^ta to oitr consdence and du^in our 
forming it ; who douriahea in the great- actaona; teaching us to speak as we ineaii,| 
est magnificences of worldly poim and and be what we would aeem ; to be in our 
power ; who enjoyedan incredmle awence hearts and in our closets, what we appear 
of all riches ; wno tasted all varieties of in our outward expressions and cemver- 
most exquisite pleasure; whose heart was sathms wHh men* For ccowidering, that 
(by God's special and by his own in- within a vesy short time all the thoughts 
dubtrious care) emamd with aU Idnd of of our hearts shall be disclosed, and all the 
knowledge (temshea with notions many actions of oar lives exposed to public view 
m the setm u]^ th$ sett^skms^) ahCve an (being strictly to be examined at the great 
tlud: were before him ; who had possessed bar of divine judgment before angels and 
and enjoyed all that ffmoy could conceive, men), we cannot but perceive it to be the 
nr heart could wiab, andhad arrived to tlie greatest folly in the world, for this short 
top of secular hapmness; yet even hs with present time to disguise ourselves; to oour 
pathetical reiten^on pronoimceB all to be qeal our intentions, or smother our actiona* 
vanity and vmdwH of^ altogether Wind; hath occorr^, upon thiM import^ 
unprofitable and unaatismctorytotheudx^ suhjeats, to my meditation, I numt dt pro- 
of man. And so therefore we may justly seo^ in regai'd to your padence, omiC I 
conclude tham to be; so dn is t tog uie drst shall dose all with that good oUjr 

grand advanti^ this present conridcraUpu church : — 

affordeth us in ordei to that wisdom, to Almigity <7ad, give us jpraev, (ihtf tor 
which we should apply our hearts* myw cast away Me mrh oy dsfmm* ttifd 

I should pweod to gather ethw tu As ammqfligti.newm 

fruits, ^whioh it is apt to produce, and con- t(m of this smtsi Ufs^ tm mdtdfc 1% 
tribute to the smejmrpose; but since my JesmsCMsti^am to visit 
thoughts have taken so large scope upon iityi Aat m 
that fmrmer head, so that 1 have already ugm m his ghisitm 
too much, I fear, exercised yourpe;l^e, the ptiAt am Me dMt, we mays^ to m 
1 bhall only mention the rest. Asihu con- though him uAo Jmm mH 

- wUh thest^th Mfk 

* I Kinga iv. 20 . md smt. Amen* 
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SERMON XLVIL 

THE CONSIDERATION OF OUR LATTER END« 

Psalm xc. 12. — So teach us to number our 

days^ that we may apply our hearts unto 

wmkm. 

In discoursing formerly upon these words 
(expounded according to the must common 
and passable interpretation), that which 1 
chiefly observed was this : That the serioits 
consideration of the shortness and frailty 
of our life is a fit mean or rational iusti*u- 
nieiit subservient to the bringiiig our hearts 
to wisdom ; * tliat is, to the ms^ng us dis- 
cern, attend unto, euibraco, and prosecute 
such things, sa according to the (iic*tates of 
right reason are truly best for us. 

1. The truth of which observation I 
largely declared from hence, that the said 
consideration disposetb u& to judge rightly 
about those goo^ (which ordinarily court 
and tempt us, viz. worl^y glory and ho- 
nour; riches, pleasure, knowledge; to 
which I might have added wit, strenjj^h, 
and beauty), what their just worth and 
value is; and consequently to moderate 
our affections, our cares, our endeavours, 
about them ; for that if all those goods be 
uncertain and transitory, there can be no 
gi‘eat reason to prize them much, or to af- 
fect them vehemently, or to spend much 
care and pains about them. 

2. 1 sliaU next in the same scales weigh 
our tempcffaJ evils; and say, that also the 
consideration of our lives’ brevity and frailty 
doth avail to the passing a true judgment 
of, and consequently to the governing our 
passions, and ordering our behaviour in 
respect to all those temporal evils, which 
eitner according t<» tlie law of our nature, 
or the fortuitous course of things, or the 
particular dispensation of Providence do 
befall us. Upon the declaration of u hich 
point 1 need not insist much, since what 
was before discoursed concerning the op- 
posite goods doth plainly enough infer it ; 
more immediately indeed in regard to the 
mala damni^ or linvationis (the evils which 
consist only in tlie want or loss of temporal 
goods), but sufiiciently also by a manifest 
parity of reason in respect to the mala sen* 
Att«, the real pains, crosses, and inconve- 
niences tlmt assail us in this life. For if 
worldly glory do hence appear to be no 
more than a transient blaze, a fading show, 
a hollow sound, a piece of theatrical pa- 
geantry, the want thereof cannot be very 
considerable to us. Obscurity of condition 

* Job itiv 14, Alt the day* of my appolntca time 
«U1 1 vi^Ait, till iny elumgc come 


(living in a valley beneath that dangerous 
height, and deceitful lustre) cannot m rea- 
son be deemed a very sad or pitiful thing, 
which should displease or discompose us : if 
we may thence learn that abundant wealth 
is rather a needless clog, or a perilous snare, 
than any great convenience to us, we can- 
not well esteem to be poor a great infelicity, 
or to undergo losses a grievoub calamity ; 
but rather a benefit to be free from the 
distractions that attend it ; to have little to 
keep for others, little to care for ourselves. 
If these present pleasures be discerned 
hence to be only wild fugitive dreams; out 
of which being soon roused we shall only 
find bitter regrets to abide; why should 
not Uie wanting opportunities of enjoying 
them be rather accounted a happy advan- 
tage, than any part of misery to us ? If it 
seem, that the greatest perfection of curious 
knowledge, of what use or ornament soever, 
after it is hardly purchased, must soon he 
parted with; to be simple or ignorani will 
be no great matter of lamentation : as those 
will appear no solid goods, so the^ie con- 
sequently must be only wnbrtB 
phantasms, or shadows of evil, rather than 
truly or substantially so (evils created by 
fancy, and subsisting thereby; which rea- 
son should, and time will, surely remove ;) 
that in being impatient or disconsolate for 
them, we are but like children, that fret 
and wail for the want of petty toys. And 
for the more real or positive evUs, such as 
violently assault nature, whose imi)ressions 
no reason can so withstand, as to extinguish 
all distaste or afflictive sense of them; yet 
this consideration will aid to abate and as- 
suage thorn ; affording a cerfain hope and 
prospect of approaching redress, it is of- 
ten seen at sea, that men (from unacquaint- 
ance with such agitations, or from brackish 
steams arising from the salt water) ore 
heartily sick, and discover tliemsehes to be 
so by apparently grievous symptoms; jet 
no man hardly there doth mind or pity them, 
because the malady is not supposed dan- 
gcrous, and within a while will probably 
of itself pass over; or that however the 
remedy is not frr off; the sight of land, a 
taste of the fresh air will relieve them : 
it is near our case: we, passing over tliis 
troublesome sea of life ; from unexperience, 
joined with the tenderness of our consti- 
tution, we cannot well endure the changes 
and crosses of fortune: to be tossed up 
and down ; to suck in the sharp va|)OurB of 
penury, disgrace, sickness, and the like, 
doth bej^t a qualm in our stomachs ; make 
us nauseate all things, and appear sorely 
s Sen. Kp 
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fUytmpered : yet is not our condition so 
dismal as it seems; we may jpow har- ' 
dier, and wear out our sense of affliction; 
however, the land is not far off, and by 
disembarking hence we shall suddenly be 
discharged of all our molestations. It is a 
common solace of grief, approved by wi^e 
men, si gravis^ brevis est; si langus^ levis; 
if it be very grievous and acute, it cannot 
continue long without intermission or re- 
spite; if it abide long, it is supjiortable;* 
intolerable pain is like lightning, it destroys 
us, or ib itself instantly destroyed. How- 
ever, death at length (which never is far 
off) will free us; be we never so much 
tossed with storms of misfortune, that is a 
sure haven; be we persecuted with never 
so many enemies, tliat is a safe refuge ; let 
what pains or diseases soever infest us, that 
is an assured anodynon, and iufalUbJe re- 
medy for them all ; however we he wearied 
with the labours of the day, tlie night wHl 
coinc and ease us ; the grave will become 
a bed of rest unto us. Shall I diePf 1 
ihall then cease to be sick ; I shall be ex- 
empted £roni disgrace; I bliali be enlarged 
from prison ; 1 shall be no more pinched 
with want ; no more tormented with pain. 
Death is a winter, that as it withers the 
rose and lily, so it kills the nettle and this- 
tle ; as it stifles all worldly joy and pleasure, 
so it bupprebses all care and grief ; as it 
hushes the voice of mirth and melody, so 
it stills the clamours and the sighs of mi 
eery; as it lefaocs all the world’s glory, bo 
it covers all disgrace, wipes off dl tears, 
silences all complaint, buries all disrjuiet 
and discontent. King Philip of Macedon 
once threatened the Spartans to vex tlicm 
sorely, and bring them into great straitb ; 
but, answered they, can fie kinder us from 
dijingft indeed is a way of evading 
which no enemy can obstruct, no tyrant 
can debar men from ; they who can deprive 
of life and its convenienceb, cannot take 
away death from them. There is a place. 
Job tells us, where ike tncked cease from 
troubling ^ and where the weary be at rest : 
where the prisoners rest together i they hear 
not the voice of the oppressor: the small 

* OAfnt 9 wav £«mv aujc Sxii -- JSbohyl 

apudPlutATOh de Aud foet. sUDflriun. 

Tfl (MV mSaairrav Si xi*"*^** ^a^ytrav — Ant 
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Suminl ddloris iDtcvitfo invcnit flnem . nemo potest 
valde dolere ei diu ; sic uosamantissima nostrl ludara 
disposmt, ut dolorom aut tutembilem, aut broveni ta- 
nerot -^Sm Ep 74 

t bolore poteuisi mortem imploramus, eainquo 
unam, nt miaeriarum lualonunquo ternunum exopta^ 
mua.— Cir (omoht 
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and great are there; and the servant is free 
from his master,^ It is, therefore, but holdr 
ing out a while, and a deliverance from the 
worst this world can molest us w ith sliall 
of its own accord arrive unto us ; in the 
mean time it is better that we at present 
owe the benefit of our comfort to reason, 
than aflerward to time ; || by rational con- 
sideration to work patience and content- 
ment in ourselves ; and to use iho shortness 
of our life as an argument to sustain us m 
our affliction, than to find the end thereof 
only a natural and necessary means of <mr 
rescue flrom it. The contemplation of this 
cannot fail to yield somethiug of courage 
and solace to us in the greatest pressures ; 
these transient and short-lived evils, if we 
consider them as so, cannot appear such 
horrid bugbears as much to affright or 
disma} Us ; if we remember how short they 
are, we cannot esteem them so great, or so 
intolcrab}e.§ There be, 1 must contess, di- 
vers more noble ooiisiderat^ins, proper and 
available to cure discontent and impatience. 
The considering, that all those evils jiro- 
ceed from God’s just will and wise provi- 
dence; unto which it is fit, and we upon 
all accounts are obliged, readily to submit ; 
that they do ordinarily come from God’s 
goodness and gracious design towards us ; 
that they are medicines (although ungrate- 
ful, yet wholesome) adininistored by the 
Divine Wisdom to prevent, remove, or 
abate our disU*mpcrs of soul (to allay the 
tumours of pride, to cool the fevers of in- 
temperate desire, to rouse us fiom the 
lethargy of sloth, to stop the gangrene of 
bad conscience ;) that they are fatherly cor- 
rections, intended to reclaim us ftom sin, 
and excite us to duty; that they serve as 
instruments or occasions to exercise, to try, 
to refine our virtue ; to beget in us the hope, 
to qualify us for the reception of better 
rewards: such discourses indeed arc of a 
better nature, and have a more excellent 
kind of efficacy ; yet no fit help, no good 
art, no just weapon, is to he qmte neglected 
in the combat against our spiritual foe*^: 
a pebble-stone hath been sometimes ftMind 
more convenient than a sword or a spear 
to slay a giant. Baser remedies (by reason 
of thei>atient’s constitution, or circumstan- 
ces) do sometime produce good effect^ w hen 
others, in their own nature mor»* rich and 
potent, want efficacy. And surely frequent 
reflections upon our mortality, and living 
under die sense of our life’s frailty, cannot 

$ Oinnta bre\U tulerabUia * nw dtlx !it, mas-* 

HA tint — Cic. lal ad pn 

* Job m. 17 
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but cooduoe Eomowbut to tho brntdiw m 
us «& ndutd towiurdall tSese 

tem^al ocourrente; to exteimto both tho 
^ods and the csvils wa here meet within 
conEeciueatljr, therefore, to cHMopose 4uad 
oalm our passions shout them* 
d. But 1 proceed to smother use of that 
oonsiderstiou we speak of from 

the former, but so as to improve It to higher 
poruQses. For it is usefiil io the di«» 

xniimdiiQg our admiraliou of these worldly 
things, to the withdrawiog otir affections 
from them, to the slaokenittf ottp endes- 
YOurs about them ; it will Mow that it 
must conduce also to beget an esteem, a 
desire, a prosecudoh of thiims conducing 
to our future welfare; both % removing 
the obstacles of doing so, and by engaging 
us to consider the irnportaneo of those 
things in comparison with these. By re* 
moving obstacles, I sajr; for While our 
hearts arc possessed with regard and pas- 
sion toward these present thmgs, there can 
be no room left in them frr respect and 
afibetion toward things future. It is in 
our soul as in the rest of uature; there 
can be no penetration of objects, as it were, 
iu otir hearts, nor any vacuity in them; 
our mind no more than our body can be 
in several places, or tend several ways, w 
abide in perfect rest ; yet somewhere it will 
always be ; some whither it will always go ; 
somewhat it will ever be doing. Ifwe^e 
41 ireamre here (somewhat we greatly like 
and much confide in), our hearts viU h€ 
here^ witli it ; and If here, they cannot be 
otherwhere; they will be token up, they 
will rest satisfied, they will not care to seek 
fhrthor* If we affect worldly glory, and de- 
light in the applause of men, we shall not 
be 90 careful to please God, and seek his fr- 
vour.* If we admire and repose confidence 
in riches, it will make us nc^lectfhl of God, 
4nd ^vbrustful of his providence:' if our 
mind thirsts offer, and sucks in greedily sen- 
aual pleasures, we shall not relish spiritual 
delignts, attending the practice of virtue and 
piefy, or arising from good eemsetenoet* 
adhering to, attending upon, masters of so 
different, so opposite a quality, is inconris- 
tebt; caimot aldda peaceably toge- 
ther, they cannot both rule in our narrow 
breasts; wo shall lovo and hold to the <me, 
hato and despise the other. If my mm 
hme th worji, tie toe of fie Faiierisncit 
in hieUi^ the love of the world, as the lore- 
sent gWt^ so occupies and fills the room, 
that tt will ndt admit, cannot hold the lore 
of God. But wheathcbeariiscUsohaJ^ 

SI * Jolinv.44, 3bti 48. 'Matt vi 24. 

Mom viu 5 I* 1 JuJin li. 1*) 


and emptied of these things; when wo bc- 
^ to «b^)ii6 them as base and vain ; to 
distaste them as insipid and unsavoury; 
theft ludttratly wiB succeed a desire after 
other thkgis prcwusing ft more solid con- 
tent; itfuldmfretnll breed endeavour; and 
en^vour (ftirthered by God’s assistance 
^ways ready to bark it) will jield such a 
glimitse and taste of those things, as will 
so comfort and satisfy our minds, that 
thenhy they will be drawn and engaged 
mto a more earnest prosecution of them. 
When, laay, dririi^on ambitious proje<‘t8, 
heaping up wealth, providing for the flesh 
(by owr refiecting on the shortness and 
fmlty of our Mfe), beoonie so insipid to 
us, that we find litUe appetite to them, or 
'relish in them; onr reatlesb miuds will 
begin to hunger and thirst afto righteous- 
ness, dedring some satisfaction thence: 
discerning these secular and carnal finii- 
lions to be mere husks* (the proper food of 
swine), we shall bethink ourselves of that 
better nourishment (of rational or spiritual 
comfort) which our Father’s house doth 
afford to his children and servontb. Being 
somewhat disentangled from the care of 
our farms and our traffics; from yoking 
our oxen, and being marriod to our pre- 
sent delights; we may be at leisure, and 
in dis|K>Bition to comply with divine Invi- 
tations to entertainnienta spiritual.^ Ex- 
periencing that our trade about these petty 
commodities turns '*’0 small account, and 
that in the end we bhall be nothing richer 
thereby; reason will induce fts, with the 
merchant in the Gospel, to a$U all that we 
ktjme (to forego our present interests an*l 
designs) for the purchaaing that rwk pearl 
of God’s kingdom, which will yield so 
exceeding profit the gain of present 
comfort to our conscieni^e, and eternal hap- 
piness to our souls. In fine, when we con- 
sider seriously, that we have here no akdmg 
eity^ but are only eojoumers and pj^ir/ts 
upon earth;* that all our care and pain here 
io regard only an uncertain and transitory 
state ; and will therefore suddenly aa to 
all fruit and benefit be lost unto us; this 
will suggest unto us, with the good pa- 
triarchs. hmg 

after a better a more assured 

ftnd lasting state of life ; whore we mav 
enjoy some certain and durable repose ; to 
tend homeward, in our desires and hopes, 
toward those eternal mahaions of joy and 
rest prepared for God’s faitfafbl servants 
in heaven. Thus will this consideratiun 
help toward the bringing us to mquire 

iLiOtevf.is. mutt xxU V. 
iHob Xjii 14, iret.li 11 
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after and reg^ th^ thiogB <M>iKpei*nixig our 
future state; and in the result will 
U 3 to oomparc them with these fvSmUk 
things^ as to our ocmoerimteit in them and 
the consequenoe of them to our advantage 
or damage, whenoe a H^t jud^eut ahd 
a oongruous praetioe wul imtutally fdlow. 
There be four wa^s of eomparing ^e 
things relaUng to this nresent life with 
those which respect our mture state: oom- 
parii^^ the goods of this with the goods 
of that; the evils of this with the ew of 
that ; the goods of this with the evils of 
that ; the e^of this with the goods of that. 
All these comparisons we may find often 
made in scripture ; in order to the in- 
forming our judgment about the retipective 
%a]ue of both sorts; the present consider- 
ation iuterveningf as a standard to measure 
and try them by. 

First ^ then ; comparing the present goods 
with those which oonoem our future state, 
hince the transitorincBs and tmoeriainty of 
temporal goods detract from their worth, 
and render them in great degree contemp- 
tible ; but the durability ana certainty of 
spiritual goods doth increase their rate, 
and make thsm exceedingly valuable; it 
is evident hence, that ^iritual goods are 
infinitely to be preferred in our opinion, to 
be more willingly embraced, to be more 
realously pursued, than temporal goods; 
that, in case of competition, whim both 
cannot be eiyoyed, we are in reason ob- 
liged readily to part with all these, rather 
tlian to foneit our title unto, or haaprd 
our hope of those. Thus in the scriptmre 
it is often discoursed: The world (saith St. 
John) paBMthavxtif^ andthe desire thereof: 
intt y that doeth the mil of God oMdkh 
firr eoer,^ The world^ and all that is de- 
sirable therein, h transient; but obedience 
to God*s commandments is of au everlast- 
ing consequence; whence he infers, that 
we shoold net low the utorldf that is, not 
entertain such on affection thereto as may 
any way prejudice the love of God, or 
hinder the obe^ence springing thence, or 
suitable thereto* 

AU fesh ir grass, saith St. Peter, emd 
€dl the glory cf imn ae the fkmer of the 
grass; the grass witksretk^ md the fiower 
thereof Jtduth away; hut the word qf the 
Lord endmtidh for all worldly glory 
is firall and fiuung, but the word of God is 
eternally firm and nermanent j that is, the 
good things by God promised to them who 
fiuthfblly serve him, infidlibly be con- 
ferred on thorn to their everlasting benefit ; 
uhence it foHow^i, that, as he exWts, we 

-IJohnh. IT. « I re;, 1.24 


are bound to gprd vq> the loins of our mind, 
to be sober, and hope tp the end;^ to pro- 
ceed and persist oMnstautiy in faithful 
obedienoe to God* CShmge those (saiti2 St. 
Paul) uAq are riek m this world, that they 
be not high ndnded, nor trust U mo^t&in 
riches^ mi in the living God that they do 
good^ he riek in good works, ready to dis- 
trihmte,mUing to cimmmdeates irmswring 
m for themsHves agottdj^ndaS^mfor the 
juture ; ihaithey may attam everiastuig 
Since (argues he) present rlcbesare of un- 
certain and short oontinuance; but faith 
and obedience to God, exercised in our 
charity and mercy toward men, are a cer- 
tain stock improvable to our eternal inte- 
rest; th^eforc be not proud of, nor rely 
upon those, but regard espooiaUy, and em- 
ploy yourselves upon these. Our Sslvioor 
himself doth often insist upon and inculcate 
iMs comparison : Treasure not unto your^ 
selves treasures upon earth, udiere mOUi and 
rust do corrupt, and udiere thieves break 
through smd steed; but treasure up to your^^ 
selves treamres in heaven, where moth and 
rust do not earrtypt, andwnere thievesdo net 
break through and steal. Do not take care 
for your s&id, what ye shall eat, and nAof 
ye shall drink; nor for uour body, what ye 
shall put on; but seek first the kingdom of 
Ood. Lab^ not for ike food ikat perish- 
etk, but for the fond that aUdeik to eternal 
life; sell your substance, and give atm; 
provide yourselves bags that wax ndt old; m 
indefeetme treasure in the heavens.* Thus 
doth the holy scripture, setting forth the 
uncertainty and transitoriness of the pre- 
sent, the certainty and permanency of fu- 
ture goods, declare the excellency of these 
above those ; advising thereupon, with high- 
est reason, that we wilUndy reject those 
(in real effect, if need be, however ala ays 
in ready disposition of mind) in order to 
the procuring or securing of these. It 
also, for our example and encouragement, 
commends to us the wisdom and virtue of 


those persons who have effectualiy prac- 
tised this duty: of Abraham, our father, 
who, in expectation of that weJl-fbunded 
city, made and built by God, did readily 
desert his country and kindred, with all 
present acoommodatious of life:* of Mp. 
ses, who disregarded the ^lendours and 
delights of a great courts' rejected the 
aliiimce of a great prinoess, and refused 
to be eaUed the son ef Fhnraoks daughter, 
in respoet to the that future 

distribution of reward; a ihare wheroiu 

vipct tlX fLlT-R ' 
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shail aasureciUy fall to them irLo iil)oye 
all other ooneideratioiui regard the perfor- 
mance of their duty to God: of the apostles, 
who Jhrs&ok ally parents, brethren, lands, 
hotises, trades, receipts of custom, to follow 
Christ him at present poor, and naked 
of ell secular honour, power, wealth, and 
delight; in hope only to receive from him 
divine benefits, and future prefbrments in 
his kingdom : of Marjr, who n^lecting pre- 
sent affairs, and seating hereof at Jesus’s 
feet, attending to bis discipline, is com- 
mended for her wisdom, in minding the 
only ftetiesnary thing ; in dioosing the better 
patty which could neoer be taken from her: 
of St* Paul, who accotaUed all his gains 
(all his worldly interests and privileges) to 
he damagPy to be dung in respect to Z^hristy 
and the excellent humdedge of Mm^ with 
the bonefith thence accruing to him. On the 
contrary, there we have Esau condemned 
and stigmatized for a profane and a vain 
person^ who(»»Ti for one little 

eating^hovty* one mess of pottage (for a 
little present satisfaction or sense, or fc^r 
the sdsletmnce of this frail life), did with- 
0 his birthright, that emblem of spiritual 
Jessings and privil^es. We have, again, 
repr'^sented to ns that unhappy young gen 
tleman,^ who, though he had good quali- 
ties, rendering him amiable even to our 
Saviour, and had been trained up in the 
obscnrvance of God’s commandmentb, yet 
not being content to part with his large 
possessions in lieu of the treasure by Christ 
offered in heaven, was reputed dt ficient ; 
could find no acc(ptance with God, nor 
admission into his kingdom; for a peny 
temporal commodity forfeiting an iimnitu 
eternal ad'iantage. Por (saith our Savi- 
our) lie that hoeth father or mother ahooe 
me s he fliat doth not hate father and mother y 

and childreHy brothers and sisters^ yea 
his own lifcy for fne and the Gosjwly is twt 
worthy of me y nor can be my disciple,^ He 
that in his esteem or affection doth prefer 
any temporal advantages before the bene- 
fits tendered by our Saviour (yea, doth not 
in comparison despise, renounce, andrcjoct 
his dearest contents of life, and tho very 
capacity of eiyoying them, his life itself), 
doth not deserve to be reckoned among 
the disdples of (/brist ; to be so much as a 
pretender to eternal joy, or a candidate of 
immortality. Our Saviour rejects all Such 
unwise and perverse traders, who will not 
exchange brittle glassforsolidgold; coun- 
terfeit ^istering stones for genuine most 

Mfttt. Xix 87 > Luko xvili. SS ^ Luko x, 39. 

* l^lilL ik 7 H. ^ llftb. XU. 10 ^ Mark X. 17 
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precious jewels ; a garland of fading flowers 
for an incorruptible crown of glory ; a sinali 
temporary pension for a vastly rich free- 
hold; an inheritance incorruptible and an-’ 
defied y and that fadeth not mcay, reserved 
in the keavens,*^ Thus doth the holy scrip- 
ture teach us to compare these sorts of good 
things ; 

And, secondly, so also doth it to com- 
pare the evils of both states ; for that .seeing, 
as the soon ceasing of temporal mischiefs 
should (in reasonable proceeding) diminish 
tho fear of them, and mitigate the grief 
for them ; so the incessant continuance of 
spiritual evils doth, according to just esti- 
mation, render tiiem hugely grievous and 
formidable ; it is plain that we should much 
more dislike, abominate, and shun spiri- 
tual evils, than temporal ; that ^e should 
make no question rather to endure these 
paroxysms of momentary pain, than incur 
those chronical, and indeed incurable, ma- 
ladies ; that we should run u iilingly into 
these shallow plaahes of present incomo- 
nience, rather than plunge ourselves into 
those unfathomable depths of eternal mi- 
.sery. There is, 1 supp<#sc, no man, who 
would not account it a very great calamity 
(such as hardly greater could befall him 
here) to have his right eye plucked out^ and 
his right hand cut oify and his foot taken 
from him to be <ieformed and maimed, 
so that he can do nothing, nor stir any 
whither: yet our Lord represents these 
to us as inconsiderable evils, yea as things 
very eligible and advantageous in compa- 
rison of those mischiefs, which the volun- 
tary not embracing them, in ease we <*annot 
otherwise than by so doing a^oid sin, will 
bring on us : tr»/A^ieu erah it is (saith he) 

f rof table for thee that me of thy members 
e tasty rather thou that thy whole body be 
cast into hell: ivn, it u goody it is 

excellent for thee to enter into life lame and 
maimedy and one^edy rather than having 
tioo haildSy and two feety and tuv eyes (in 
all integrity and beauty of this temporal, 
or co^oral state), to be cast into eternal 
fire. To he banished from one’s native soil, 
secluded from all comforts of friendly ac- 
quaintance, divested irrecoverably of great 
estate and dignity; becoming a vagrant 
and a servant in vile emplo^ent, in a 
strange country, every man would he apt 
to deem a wretched condition: yet Moses, 
we see, freely chose it, rather than by 
eiyoying unlawful pleasures at homo, in 
Pharaoh’s court, to incur God’s displea- 
sure and vengeance:^ rv^yKtb%wxur9ut /aSx. 
An tki/Mfisfi choosing rather to wtdergo evil 
sMatt.T.29, xTiii.s »Hebxi25 
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iogethpT with God's people^ than to haos 

etuafrmf airiX»vSt»t Of fyntpof^jy 

fruition of smjvl delight ^ cUn^fei^ous to tho 
i^elf^e of his souL Death is commonly 
esteemed the most eittreme and terrible 
of evila incident to man ; yet onr SaTiour 
bids ub not to regard or fear it, in oonK 
parison of that deadly ruin which we ad- 
venture on by offending God: I say mto 
you^ my friemSs saith he (he intended it 
for the most feiendlv advice), he not afraid 
of them that kiU the body, and after that 
have nothing f Hither to do: but I will show 
you whom ye imallfear ; Fear hinty vohoy after 
he hath killed y hath power to cast into IwUy^ 
to caat both body and soul into hell, and 
<lestroy them therein ; ymy I say unto you 
(so he inculcates and impresbcs it upon 
them), Fear him, 

But, thirdly, considering the gfiod things 
fkf this lif<» together with the esils of tiiat 
whic'li is to come ; since enjoying these 
gootls in ooniiMiri^on with enduring those 
cviK, IS but rejoicing for a moment in re- 
iin 1 1 of mourning to etennty ; if upon the 
beeiiiuig s^e(tne‘<s of these ejryo}inents to 
our crfrnal appi lite be consequent a reme- 
diJnss distoiiijM*ring of our soul; so that 
wliat tastes like honey proves gall in the 
digestion, gripes our hovels, gnaws our 
heat I, and stings our eonsfionce for es^er ; 
if pi esent mirth and jollity has e a tendency 
to that dre^wlful weeping and wailing' and 
gnashing of teeth threatened in tlie gosjpel ; 
if, for the praise and favoui* of a few giddy 
men here, we venture eternal shame and 
<‘onfusion before God and angels and all 
good men hereafter; if, for attaining or 
pre'« 0 rving a small block of uncertain riches 
in this world, we shall reduce ourselves into 
a state of most uncomfortable nakedness 
and penury iu the other ; it is clear as the 
sun thiit we are downright fools and mad- 
men, if we do not upon the$c accounts ra- 
th( r Willingly reject all thebC good things, 
than liazaid iiioun*ing any of those evilb; 
tin*, baith truth itself, What will it profit a 
tnaHy if he gain the whole world W? 

-rjjv Q-'od bt eudomaged as tohissouly 

or lose his soul as a mulct ? * It is a very 
disadvantageous bargain, for all the conve- 
niences this world can afford, to be deprived 
of the comforts of our immortal state. But, 

La&tly, comparing the evils of this life 
with the benefits of the future ; since the 
worst tempests of this life will b<» soon bLiwn 
oy er, the bitterest crosses must expire (if 
not before, however) with our breath; but 
the good tluugs of the future state are im- 

4 Lnice Ml 4 Mairit k 3S,«-r'A*««riiy«u hum^nut 
0u * MAik 30; l««keuc iS 


mutable and perpetual ; it is iu evident con- 
sequence most reasonable, that we ftreely, 
if need be, undertake, and patiently endure, 
these ii>r the sake of those, that in hc^ of 
Uiat incarruptibie inheritaneey laid tip w as 
m hetmUy^ we not only supjiort and com- 
fort ourselves, but even rejoice and exult 
in all the afflictions by God’s wise and just 
dispensation imposed on us here ; as th^ 
in St. Peter, wherein, saith he, ye greatfy 
rejoice (or extdi)y being for a Uttle while as 
in hetmmess thrtmgh manifold qfflictums or 
trials,^ Accounting it all Joy (saith St. 
James) when ye fall into divers temptations; 
(that is, affliction^ or trials,) hnomng that 
the trial of your faith perfeiteth patience,^ 
that is, seeing the sufferance of these pre- 
sent evils conduceth to the furtherance of 
your spiritual and eternal welfare. And, 
We glory in tmbulatunij saith St. Paul, 
rendering the same account, because it 
tended to tlieir soul’s advantage. St. Paul, 
than whom no man perhaps ever more 
deeply tasted of the cup of affliction, and 
that temi»cred with all the most bitter in- 
gredients which this world can produce ; 
whose life was spent in continual agitation 
and unbcttledness,* in all hardships of tra- 
vel and labour and care, in extreme suffer- 
ance of all pains h(»tli of body and mind ; in 
all imaginable dangers and cUihcultieb and 
distresses, that nature exposes man unto, 
or human malice can bring upon him ; in 
all wants of natural comfort (food, sleep, 
shelter, liberty, health;) in all kinds of 
disgrace and contumely ; as you may see 
in those large inventories of ms sufferings, 
registered by himself, in the Bth and 1 1th 
chapters of his second Epistle to the Co- 
nnthiansc't yet all thh, considering the 
good things he expected afterward to en- 
joy, he accounted very slight and tolerable : 
For (saith he) our lurhtmss of affliction y 
that is for a little while hercy] worheth for 
US a far more exceeding weight of glory: 
while n'e look not at tlic things which are 
seetiy hut at those which art not seen . for 
the things which are wen aie temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternaL 
For weluum that when our earthly house of 
this tabernacle (of thib unsteady transitory 
abode) dissoloedy We are to hme a tab^^ 
nmh from Oody a house not mwk with 
handsy eterml in the heatms.^ J reohm 
(saith he again) that is, having madeadqe 
comparison and computation, I ffnd, that 
the sufferings tff this psesmt Hm are not 
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is, lurcttotconsidorible^ terfirise} there beiiw nothing excellent, 
under no r&te or proportion) in of that can soon or be effected* Surely 
the ghry which bKblU h nweakd (or <^>exijy he that hath much and great business to 
oonferr^) upon wJ The like o^on bad despatch^ and but a little time allowed fur 
those futhfiil Christians, in the Epistle to it, is concerned to husband it well ; not to 
tho Hebrews, of whom it is said, lose it wholly in idleness; hot to trifle it 

erpoBed to ptAUo scorn as ha t^aire* wuh away in onneoessiiry divertiseinents ; not to 
Tsproarhes and rtfflwtims^ they did wdh put himsolf upon o&cr lmpertiuontaffair{»; 
gladness accept the spoking ^ (or r^ino)^ above all, not to create ob&taxdtb to him- 
thebr goods: knemng that fl^ had m hea- self, by purbuing matters of a tnuleucy 
ven a better and more enduring substance.^ quite contrary to the success of his mam 
Hut the principal enanude (most obliging i^ertakmgs. It is our ca&c : we are o1> 
our imitation) of this wise choice, is that liged here to negotiate in businebs of in« 
of our Lord himself; who, in contempla- fli^e price and oonsequenoe to us; no less 
tbn of the future great satisfaction and than mo salvation of our souls, and etornal 
reuaid of patient submission to the dmne happiness: and we see, that our time to 
w ill, did willingly uiider;go the greatest of drrve it on and bring it to a happy issue is 
tem|K)rul sorrows and ^nominks ; tcAo, very scant and short ; short iu itself, and 
(saitii the apostle to the Hebrews, prib* very short in respect to the nature of those 
pounding bis example to usi) for the Joy affairs; the mat variety and tJie gnat 
that was set before hm^ endured the cross, difficulty of them* The great father of 
despising the shame^ and is set down at ike physicians did quicken the students of that 
r-ig/it hand of God.^ Acuity to diligence, by a<liaonishing them 

Thus immediately, or an easy infe- (in the first place, setting it in the tV<i!it of 
renoe, doth the consideration of this life’s bis famous aphot isms) that lif* is shot t, awl 
shortness and uncertainty confer to that art is long.§ And how much more so is 
main part of wisdom, rightly to value the the art of living well (that mott (excellent 
things about which we are conversant; and most nexsessary art; for indeed virtue 
dibposiog us consequently to moderate our is not a gift of nature, but a work of art ; 
affections, and rightly to guide our actions an effect of labour and stud} :) this, 1 say, 
idumt them; fltting us &erefore for the most needful and useful art of living vir* 
performance of those duties so often en* tuously and piously; this art of spiritual 
joined us ; of not oaring for, not trusting physic (of preserving and recovering our 
lu, not minding (unduly that Is, and im- souFs health), how much longer is it? how 
moderately) thingb below ; <vf dying to tills many rules are to be learnt? how many pre- 
world, and taking up our crobs, or con- cepfts to be observed in order thereto? We 
tcntcdly sufljrring, in bubmission to God’s are bound to furnish our minds witli needful 
will, all loss and inoonvenience ; as also to knowledge of God’s will and our duty; we 
the plttcmg onr meditation and care, our are to bend our unwilling wills to a ready 
love and desire, our hope and confidence, compliance with thorn; we are to adorn 
OUT joy and sarnfaction, our most earnest our souls with dispositions suitable to the 
pains and ondeavoui's, upon things divine, future state (su( U as maj qualify us for the 
spiritual, and eternal. presence of God, and cunverbatiou with the 

IV. I proceed to another general benefit blebscd spirits above;} it is incumbent on 
of that gimeral consideration; which is, us to mortify corrupt desires, to restrain 
that it may engage us to a go<Hl improve^ inordinate passions, to subdue natural pro* 
lueutof our time; the doing w*li]cli is a very penbuies^, to extirpate vicious habits; in 
conbidcrable piece of wisdom. For if time order to the effecting these things, to use 
be, as Theophrastus called it truly, a all fit means; devotion toward God, study 
of ohm/ pret hus mine % (or expense) as it of his law, n flection upon our actions, with 
wtie a great folly to lavish it awav un- all such spiritual mstruments; the perform- 
{irofitahly; so to be frugal thereof, and ing which duties, as it doth require great 
careful to lay it out for tlie best advantage, care and pains, bo it needs much time: all 
espemliy every man having so little store this is xmt dktim factum^ as soon doue as 
thereof, must be a bpecial point of prudence, said; a fewspwu minuteswill not suflice 
Ta be covettm of tme (Seneca tells mi) tea to accomplish it. Natural meUnation, that 
cownmtdabie amnre^l it being necessary wild beast within us, will not bo prcwtintly 
f(»F the accoinpHshment of any u orthy eu- be tamed, and made tractalde by us. Ill 
^ Iiobits caxuiot bc rcmovcd without mudi 

{! Xilllft luHitouiporid buiw^tACKtuiAiuiA — Vtfi , ^lpll ^njm Sat AAtun ilrtuteni) sn ost boniim 
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excrcihe «i!i<l attendanoe;* as they were 
begot, so tiiey most be destroyed, by a 
oonbtant sucoessioi;i, and frequence of acta. 
Fleshly lust is not to be killed with a stab 
or tu 0 ; it will dght stoutly, and rebel often, 
and hold out long, before with our utmost 
endeavour we can obtain an entire victory 
over it. No virtue is acquired in an instant, 
but by degrees, step by step; from the seeds 
of right instruction and good resolution it, 
sjtrings up, and grows forward a eouti- 
nuai progress of customary practice; it is 
a child of patience, a fruit of perseverance, 
that en^terwg tn do^ 

well^^ St« Paul speaks of, and consequently 
a work of time ; for enduring implies a good 
space of tune* Having, therefore, so much 
to do, and of so great conct^rnment, and so 
little a portion of time for it, it behoves us 
to bo careful in the improvemont of whsit 
time is allowed us; to embrace all oppor- 
tunitieii and advantages offered; to go the 
nearest way, to use the best coiupendiums 
in the transaction of our bu&ineHs ; not to 
b< slothful and negligent, but active and 
intent about it (for as time is climindshed, 
and in part los^ by sloth or slackuess ; so it 
ih i‘nlarged, an<J, as it were, multiplied by 
industry ; my day is two hi respect of liis, 
w)io docth but half ray work;) not, also, to 
coiifiuiiie our time in fruitless pastimes and 
ouri(ms ontertaiiiments of fancy ; bek^idly 
buhy about impertinenoies and trifles (we 
call it sport , but it is a serious damage to us ;) 
not to immerse ourselves in multiplicities of 
needless care about secular matters, which 
may distract us, aud bereave us of fit lei* 
sure for our groat employment ; that which 
our Saviour calls veak/Jt, to 

keep a great deal of ^ and stir (to be 
jiunbled about as it were, and confounded 
abaul many things; aud, nrt^4 

^vkkn\ to Is dhtraeted and per* 

plexed ahovA vmoh cumber som service;^ 
which St. Paul calls 

picu v^teyiuebTintiu to be wplicaitd and en- 
tangUd as in a not, with Vw rngotioHons of 
tim present life So that shall not be 
expedite, or free to bestir ourselves about 
our more weighty affairs. The spending 
much time about those things doth steal it 
from these; yea doth more than so, by 
discomposing our minds so that we cannot 
well employ what time remainjb ujmu our 
spiritual concernments. But especially we 
snoidd not prostitute our time upon vicious 
pritjects and practices ; doing which is not 
only a prodigality of the present time, but 
an abridgment of the fiiture; it not only 

• T/ fOUfU %0t i imvvtw Sfcf — Bpict. 
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doth not promote or set forward our busi- 
ness, but brings it backward, and makes 
us more work than we had before ; it is a 
goi^ in a w^ directly contrary to our jour- 
nay's end. The scripture aptly resembles 
our life to a wayfaring, acondition of travel 
and pilgrimage ; now he that hath a long 
journey to make, and but a little time of 
day to pass it in, must in reason strive to 
set out boon, and then to make good speed ; 
must proceed on directly, making no stops 
or deflections (not calling in at every sign 
that invites him, not standing to gi^.e at 
ev^ olject seeming new or strange to 
him ; not staying to talk with every pas- 
senger that meets him ; but rather avoid- 
ing ail occasions of diversion and delay), 
lest he be surprised by the night, be left 
to wander in the dark, be excluded finally 
from the phnx' whither he tends : so mu&l 
we, in our course toward heaven and hap- 
piuobs, take care that we set out soon (pro- 
crastinating no time, but beginninginstantly 
to iubibt in the ways of piety and virtue)^ 
then proceed on speedily, and persist con- 
stantly ; nowhere staying or loitering, shnn- 
nix^ ml impediments and avocations firom 
our progress, lest we never arrive near, or 
come t^ late unto the gate ckf heaven. St» 
Peter tells us, that the end of all things 
doth approach, and thereupon advises ua 
tfi he socer, and to wateih unto prayer;^ for 
that the less our time is, the more intent 
and industrious it concerns us to be« And 
St. Paul enjoins us to redeem the time^ 
cause the days are evil ; * that is, since we 
can eijjoy no true quiet or comfort here, 
we should improve our time to the best 
advantage for the future : he might have 
also a(\)oined, with the patriarch Jacob, 
tlie paucity of the days to their badness ; 
because the days of our l^e are few and 
eoil^ let ub redeem the time ; man that is 
bom of a woman is qffewdays^ and full of 
trouble:^ so few indeed they are, that it 
is fit we should lose none of them, but use 
them all In preparation toivard wt great 
change wo ai'e to make : that fatal passage 
out of this strait time into that boundless 
eternity. So, it bcems, we have JoVs oy*- 
ample of doing : All the days (says hej of 
my appointed tune will lieait^ till my tmnge 
come.* 1 end tliis point with that so com* 

C hensive warning of our Saviour t Tdke 
i to yaursebes^ lest at any Hme jpmr 
hearts be overcharged wdh surfii^ng^ md 
drunkenness^ and cares of (his li/ky and m 
that day come upon you tmmeores* Wofek 
ye thereforey and pray^ that ye may be 

' 1 Pft. lY. 7. * Gen. zlvU. Cf Job kSv. 1. 

* htA t l4> ** Jub> ziv u. 



448 THE CONSIDERATION [sermon xltm. 


vounfi*d worthy to escape — emd to stand be- 
fore the Son ofmau*^ 

V. I shall adjoin but one use more, to 
uhich tliis consideration may be subser- 
vient, which is, that it may help to beget 
and maintidn in us (that which is the very 
heart and soul of all goodness) sincerity : 
fiin<*erity in all kinds, in our thoughts, 
words, and actions. To keep us from har- 
bouring in our breasts such thoughts as 
wo would be afraid or ashamed to own; 
from speaking otherwise than we mean, 
than we intend to do, than we are ready 
any where openly to avow; from endea- 
vouring to seem what we are not ; from 
being one thing in our expressions and con- 
versations with men ; another m our hearts, 
or in our closets ; from acting with oblique 
respects to private interests or pabsions, to 
human fa\oiir or censure (in matters, I 
UK an, where duty doth intervene, and where 
pure conscience ought to guide and govern 
us ;) from making professionb and ostenta- 
iions (void of substance, of truth, of know- 
ledge, of good purpose) 4 great semblauccs 
of peeuliar bonotimony, integrity, bcrupu- 
loMty, spirituality, refim»dness, like those 
l^harisees so often th(*rcfore t^ed in tlie 
gob|Kd ; as albO from palliating, as those men 
did, designs of ambition, avarice, envy, 
animosity, revenge, perverse humour, with 
pi’etences of zeal and conscience. We 
should indeed strive to he good (and that 
in all real strictness, aiming at utmost per- 
fection) in outward act and appearance, as 
will as in heart and reality, for the glory 
of God and example of men (providing 
thinf^s honest in the si^htof all inen;*') but 
w e must not shine w ith a falsi lustre, nor 
care to seem better than we are, nor in- 
Iciid to sme ourselves in seeming to serve 
Caod : bartering spiritual commodities for 
our own glory or gain. For since the day 
ajiproaclies ivhen God will judgt ru 

thetlmgsivhUh ffurn doi^ostujdiom- 
ly coiweal ; when God shall brbt^ ea ry work 
hitu judgment ^ mth every bovrel things mhe- 
thr it he gotnl or whether it be evil, * since 
we must all appear (or rather be all made 
apparent, l>e manifested and discovered*) 
at the b Umwd of Christ • since there u no- 
i/iina covered^ which shall not be reveaUfl^ 
nor tlutt hhuLl not be known s so that 
whatever is spoken in the ear in closets shall 
be pnwlaimed on the housetops i ^ since at 
length, and that within a very short time 
(rui mail knows how soon), the whispers of 
CMrj mouth (the clos(*st muriiiurs of de- 

} ti§ itaftternuM ittrhan ytutt- 

rhiyiiuHt 
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traction, slander, and sycophaulry) shall 
become audible to every ear ; the abstruscst 
thoughts of ‘ill hearts (the closest malice 
and envy) shall be disclosed in the most 
public theatre before innumerable specta- 
tors; the truth of all pretences shall be 
thoroughly examined; the just merit of 
every person and every cause shall with a 
most exact scrutiny be scanned openly in 
the face of all the world ; to what purpose 
can it be to juggle and baffle for a time ; 
for a few days (perhaps for a few minutes) 
to abuse or to amuse those about us with 
crafty dissimulation or deceit ? Is it worth 
the pains to devise plausible shifts, which 
shall instantly, we know, be detected and 
defeated ; to bedaub foul designs with a fair 
varnish, which death will presently wipe 
off; to be dark and tloudyin our proceed- 
ings, whenas a clear day (that will certainly 
dispel all darkness and scatter all mists) is 
breaking in upon us ; to make vizors for 
our foces, and cloaks for our actions, when- 
as wc must very shortly be exposed, per- 
fei*t]y naked and undisguised, in our true 
colours, to the generarview of angels and 
men? Heaven sees at present what we 
think and do, and our conscienf e cannot 
be wholly ignorant or insensible ; nor Ciin 
earth itself be long unacquainted there- 
w ith. Is it not much better, aixl more easy 
(since it requires no pmns or study) to act 
ourselves, than to accommodate ourselves 
to other unbeseeiniiig and imdue parts; to 
1)6 upright in our intentions, consistent in 
our discourses, plain in our dealmgs, fol- 
lowing the single and uniform guidance of 
onr reason and conscience, than to shuffle 
and shift, wandering after the various, un- 
certain, and inconstant opinions or humoui's 
of men ? What matter is it, what clothes 
we wear, what garb we appear in, diu*ing 
this posture of travel and sojourning here ; 
what for the present we go for ; how men 
esteem us, what they think ot our actions? 
St. Paul at least did not much stand upon 
it ; for, with tne^ said he, it is a very small 
thing (tA«;^i0‘T0v, the least thing that can 
come under consideration) to he judged of 
you^ or of human day* (tlit is, of this pre- 
sent transitory, fallible, reversible judg- 
ment of men.) If we mean well and ao 
righteously, our conscience will at present 
satisfy us, and the divine (unerring and 
impartial) sentence will hereafter acquit 
us; no unjust or uncharitable oensore smdl 
prejudice us : if we entertain base designs, 
and deal unrighteously, as our conscience 
win accuse and vex us here, so God will 
shortly condemn and punish us ; neither 

* I Cor IV. 3. 
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shall tlio most favoiirahlt <*oncfiil of mt‘« 
slaiitl us in ste;ul. Enrrif man'b work shail 
hevotne mnm fvst^ for the (hnj shnll d*:vlore 
it ; hemme it shall he revealed hy fire ; ami 
the fire (tlmt ife, a H(‘\erc‘ and “tnet imjuiry) 
shall try every maiCs irork^ of what sort it 
/a.® I cannot insist niort* on tliis point ; f 
*'hall only hay, that, considering the brevity 
and imcertiunly of oiir prestmt state, the 
Ln’eatcht '■iinplicil;^ may justly be dcunnd 
t he truest i «.(lom ; that wlio dee< i\ cs others, 
Oolli co/eu hiiiibelf most; that tin* deepest 
ju»hey, Listd to (ompin-s (^r to eoncuil bad 
diVigns, Mill in the end appCiU’ the most 
dnv nriid't folly 

1 might a<ld to the prei iMieiit discoiirhes, 
tliat philosojjhy itself hath eouiincnded tWs 
eonsidcvatiou as a piojKT and powerful 
instnimonl of \irhu , rtehrming the prac- 
tice thereof a main ]mv 1 of wLdoni;* the 
pi ea test prolieitiil tlnrein in common es- 
tmu, Sociate , having detined jihilo ophy, 
or the * tilth of wisdom, to he nothing else 
hut n ^v.vacTflv, thc of death ; iriti- 
miilnvjT aho (in iMatt/s Pbaulon;, that this 
stiuh, tl.e meMitafion of death, and pre- 
pai.ition of his mind to leave this worhl, 
i tol hetn the eon t;mt and chief employ- 
ment of his life: 1h.it hhewiu according 
to experience, nothing more avails to ren- 
der the minds of imn sohfT and well com- 
]>osed, than such spudaeles of niortality, 
as do impress this eonsiderution ujion thorn. 
I'or whom doth not the siglit of a coffin, 
or of a grave gaping to receive a Mend, 
perhaps, or an Rneieiit acijuaintancc ; how- 
evtr, a man in nature and state alhigetbcr 
Jihe tmrt-ehc , of the inouniful loohs and 
hahits, of all the sad pomps and solemni- 
ti»*s attending man imto his long home, by 
minding him of his own frail condition, 
aff(*et w ilh some * erious, some honest, some 
wise 1 ho lights? And if we he reasonable 
men, wc may evci*y day supply the need 
of sueh occa-»ions, by representing to onr- 
sidves the necessity of our soon returning 
to the dust; drissing iu thouirht our own 
hearses, and c( lebrating our ov u funerals; 
hy living under (he contie.ual apprehemion 
alid stnse of our transitory and uncertain 
(unditioii; dying daily, or hc**oming al- 
r(‘ady dead unto lliis worlil. Thc doing 
which cffectnnlly beiiie tin* gift of God, 
and an especial work of lus grace, let us 
of him humbly implore it, saying afK>r thc 
Ijoly prophet, hard so teach us to numher 
ton tlays^ that we wary apply our hearts unto 
trL^dom, Amen. 

* '1 «’rT0 I *1 TrP/irt-/- 'iOj I loCffAk K/t* C*** ^ 
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TUK DJLNl.klt AN1> MTfl<*HIF£ OF DULAYINO 
IICPCNTANCF. 

Psalm e\ix. (JO. — J naula haste ^ and 
layed not to keep thy vommundineuts. 
This Psalm (no less excellent in virtue than 
huge in hulk; cmitaiucth manifold reflec- 
tions upon the naiur<‘, thc properties, thc 
adjuncts and effects of God’s law ; many 
spiightly ejaculations about it (conceived 
in different forms of speech ; some in w ay 
of petition, some of tluinksgiving. some of 
resolution, sonic if a' sertion or aphorism ;) 
many -isetul directions, many aciiIoius ex- 
hortatiou** to the observance of it; the 
whiidi are not ranged in any strict order, 
but (like a vai icty of fair flowers artd whole- 
some herbs in a w ide field ) do w ith a gi’ate- 
ful confiLsion lie dispersed as they freely did 
spring uji in the heart, or wrerc suggested 
by the devout spirit fif him who indited the 
Psalm j w hence no coherence of .sentences 
heiiig designed, we may consider any one 
of them absolutely, or singly by it.self. 

Among them, that which I have picked 
I out for thc .subject of my discourse impli- 
! cth an excellent rule of practice, authori/cd 
I by the P.salmi&t’s example : it ispropomidcd 
in w'iiy of ilovotion or immediate address to 
(lod ; unto whose infallible knowledge his 
conscience maketh an appeal concerning 
his practice ; not as boasting thereof, but 
as praising God for it, unto whose gi*acious 
in'*tniciion and suc<*our he frequently doth 
ascribe all Ids jicrformances : but the man- 
ner of propounding 1 shall not insist ujion ; 
thc rule itself is, iliut speedily , w ithout any 
jirtM*ra.stination or deday, we should ajiply 
ourselves to the observance of (iod’s coxn- 
mandnicnts ; thc practice of which rifle it 
shall be my endeavour to vi^commend and 
pre s. I 

It is a common practice of men tliat arc 
engaged in bad courses, which their own 
cmujcience discerueth and disapproveth, to 
adjourn the reformation of their lives to a 
further time, so indulging tliernselves in 
thc present commission of sin , that yet they 
would M cm to })urpose and jiromise them 
sclve.s hereafter to repent and take up ; f 
few resolve to persi.st :^aily in an evil way, 
or despair of being one day reclaimed ; but 
immediately and effectually to set upon it, 
many doom unseasonable and nccdletis ; it 
will, they presume, be soon enough to brgiu 
to-morrow', or next day, ainomli oray«‘ar 

t Rsoopinosro rtii^uliVvConvidcia uniwaos, miUi iv 
tinii V m sju < tat lu < rastlnuin ; nun nimi \ivuiit> 
vitiUu i J.p 4S 
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hence, when they shall find more comino- 
di(»u8 opportunity, or shall prove better 
disposed thereto:* in the mean time with 
SoI(vm(m*s sluggard, Yet (say they) a little 
i/eep^ a little siutnber^ a little folding of the 
hands:^ lot us but neglect this duty, let us 
but satisfy this aj)petite, let us but enjoy 
this bout of pleasure ; hereafter, God will- 
ing, we mean to be more careful, we hope 
that we shall bocome more sober ; so, like 
bad debtors, when our conscience dunneth 
us, we always mean, we always promise to 
pay; if she will stay a while, she shall, we 
tell her, be satisfied ; or, like vain spend- 
thrifts, we see our estate fly, yet presume 
that it will hold out, and at length we shall 
reserve enough for our use. auftmv rd 
Let serious business stay till the 
i«orroic,t was a saying that cost dear t<» him 
who said it ; yet wo in our greatest con- 
cerns follow mm. 

Rut how fallacious, hpw dangerous, and 
how mischievous, this manner of proceed- 
ing is ; how much better and more mlvisa- 
blc it is, after the example propounded in 
our text, speedily to betake ourselves unto 
the discharge of our debt and du^ to God, 
the following considerations will plainly 
declare. 

1. We may consider, that the observance 
of God's commandments (an observance of 
them proceeding from an habitual disposi- 
tion of mind, in a constant tenor of practice) 
is our indispensable duty, our main con- 
cernment, our only way to happiness ; the 
necessary condition of our attaining salva- 
tion; that alone which can procure God’s 
love and favour toward us ; that unto 
whi(‘h all retil blessings here, and all bliss 
hereafter, are inseparably annexed ; Fear 
God^ and keep his commandments^ for this 
is the whole of man ^ (Uio wdiole duty, the 
whole design, the whole perfection, the 
feiim of our wisdom, and our happiness.) 
If thou wilt enter into fife, keep the com- 
inandmevts: The righteous J otd ioveth 
righteousness; his countenance doth hthold 
the upright: God wit I render to every man 
according to his works . these arc oraedes 
indubitably clear and infallibly certain; 
thc^c are immoveable terms of justice be- 
tween God and Man, wliich never will, 
never can be relaxed ; ** being grounded on 
the iniinutablc nature of God, and eternal 
reason of things : if God had not decreed, 
if he liud not said these things, they would 

» Victuros afnmufi heiupcr, ntt* \ivliuus uiiquaiu.- 
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t Fhit in Pclop Non wl cmlc miiu, wpicnUs di- 
ccrc, vlvain.— J/ewt. 1 H> 
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yet assuredly be true ; for it is a foul con- 
tradiction to reason, that a man over should 
please God without obeying him; it is a 
gross absurdity in nature, that a man should 
be happy without being good; wherefore 
all the wit in the world cannot devise a 
way, all the authority upon earth (yea, I 
dare say, even in heavon itsdf) cannot es- 
tablish a conditi<m, besitle faithful oboorv- 
ance of God's law, tbat can save or nialio 
us happy : from it there can be no vahd 
dispensation, without it there can be no 
effectual alisolution, for it there can be no 
acoeptablc conunutatioii ; nor, in defect 
thereof, will any faith, any profession, any 
trick or pretence whatever, avail or signify 
any thing: whatever expedient to supply 
its room supei*stition, mistake, craft, or 
presumption may recommend, we shall, 
relying thereon, be ctjrtainly deluded. If, 
therefore, we mean to bo saved (and are 
w'e so wild as not to mean it ?) if we do nm 
renounce felicity (and ilo wo not tlien re- 
nounce our wits?) to become virtuous, to 
proceed in a course of obedience, is a work 
that necessarily must be performeu : ar.d 
why then should w c m't instantly under- 
take it? wherefore do we denim* or stick 
at It? how can we at all rest quiet, while 
an offhir of so vast importance licih upon 
our hands, or until oiu* mind be freed of all 
uncertainty and suspense about it ? Were 
a probable way suggested to us of acqui- 
ring great wealth, honour, or pleasure, 
should we not quickly run about it? could 
we conteutedly sleep, till wo had brought 
the business to a sure or hopeful issue ? 
and why with less expedition or urgency 
should wc pursue the certain means of our 
present security and i omtort, of oiA* final 
salvation and hui>pinesb? In doing so, i*u*o 
vie not strangely inconsistent with oui*- 
selvcs ? 

Again, dlsohudienco is the certain roail 
to perdition; that which iiivolvcth ua in 
guilt and condemnation, that which pro- 
voketh God's wrath and hatrt'd against us, 
that which assuredly will throw us into a 
state of eternal sorrow and wretchedness: 
The foolish shall not stand in Gods sight ; 
he hateth all the workers of iniquity : ^ ye 
do not repent, ye shall perish : The wtehed 
shnU he tamed into hell, and all the people 
that forget God : The unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God; The wicked 
shall go into everlasting punishment those 
are denunciations no less sure than severe, 
from that mouth which is never opened in 
vain; from the execution whereof there 

** Psa(. V Lufec Mil 3, Tbal. ix 17; 1 Cor.vi.S* 
Mdtt 4<i, \4 21. 
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can be no shelter or refuge. And what 
wise man, what man in ms right senses, 
would for one minute stand obnoxious to 
them ? Who, that anywise tendercth his 
own welfare, would move one step forward 
in so perilous and destructive a course ? the 
farther in which he procee4eth, die more 
he dUcosteth from happiness, the nearer 
he approacheth to ruin. 

In other cases, common sense prompteth 
men to proceed otherwise ; for who, having 
rendered one his enemy that fiirovermatch- 
eth him, and at whose mercy he standeth, 
will not instantly sue to be reconciled ? W ho, 
being seized by a pernicious disease, will 
not haste to seek a cure? Who, being 
fallen into the jaws of a terrible danger, 
will not nimbly leap outthenco? And such 
plainly is oiu* case : while we persist in sin, 
we live in enmity and defiance with the Al- 
mighty, who can at his pleasure crush us ; 
we lie under a fatal plague, which, if we 
do not seasonably repent, will certainly de- 
stroy us ; wc incur the most dreadful of all 
ha/»rds, abiding in the confines of death 
ami d( struct ion ; God frowning at us, guilt 
holding us, lull gaping for us: every sin- 
ner is, accorditig to the Wise Man’s ex- 
pression, as he that Heth dm^n in the midst 
of the sea^ or as he that lieth upon the top 
of a mast,^ And he that is in such a case, 
IS he not mad oi senseless, if he will not 
forthwith labour to swim out thence, or 
make all speed to get down into a satei 
pliu'e i Can any man with comfort lodge 
in a condition so dismally ticklish ? * 

i. We may consider, that, in order to 
our final w'rltare, we have much work to 
dtspatch, tiie which required h, as earnest 
rare and painful industr} , so a competent 
long time; which, if we do not presently 
fall on, may be wanting, and thence our 
work be lett undone, or imperfect. To 
conquer and correct bad inclinations, to 
lender our sensual appetites obsequious 
to reason, to compose our passions into a 
riglit and <>1^ ady order, to cleanse our souls 
from \ unity, from perverseness, from sloth, 
ficun all vicious distempiis, and in their 
room to implant film habits of virtut*; to 
get a ckar knowledge of our duly, with a 
ready disposition to perform it ; in fine, to 
«‘eas<iii our iiiiiuls with holy affections, qua- 
lifying us for the presence of God, and 
cnuvtTsution with tht blessed spirits above ; 
th<‘e arc things that must be done, but 
cannot b« done iu a tiict : it is not dktam 
factum^ as soon done as said ; but 
kffyau a pahent vontinnance in well- 

dving^ is needful to achieve it; for it no 
< 1 roi . sjuii. 34 ^ Bom. u 7 
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time can be redundant; the longest Ufe 
can hardly be sufficient: %$ long^ and 

Ufe is shorty may be an aphorsim in divi- 
nity as well as in physic ; the art of living 
well, of preserving our soul’s health, and 
curing its distempers, requireth no less 
frme to compass it than any other art or 
science. 

Virtue is not a mushroom, that springetb 
up of itself in one night when we are asleep, 
or regard It not ; but a delicate plant, that 
growetli slowly and tenderly, needing much 
pains to cultivate it, much care to guard it, 
much time to matinee it, in our untoward 
soil, in this world’s unkindly weather:* 
happiness is a thing too precious to be pur- 
chfiscd at an easy rate ; heaven is too high 
to be come at without much climbing ; the 
crown of tdis^ is a prize too noble to be won 
without a long and a tough conflict. Nei- 
ther is vice a spirit that will be cot^ured 
down b^ a charm, or with a presto driven 
away ; It is not an adversary that can be 
knocked down at a blow, or despatched 
witli a stab. Whoever .shall pretend that 
at any time, easily, with a celerity, by a 
kind of legerdemain, or by any m^bterious 
knack, a man may be settled in \irtue, or 
converted from vice, common experience* 
abundantly will confute him ; f which show- 
cth tliat a habit otherwise (setting miracles 
aside) cannot be produced or destroyed, 
tlian by a constant exercise of acts suitable 
or opposite thereto ; and that such acts 
emmot be exercised without voiding all 
impediments, and framing all principles of 
action (such os temper of body, judgment 
of mind, infiueucc of custom) to a com- 
pliaiice; that who by temper is peevish or 
choleric, cannot, without mastering that 
temper, become patient or meek ; that who 
from vain opinions is proud, cannot, with- 
out considering away those opinions, prove 
hiunble ; that who by custom is grown in- 
temperate, camiot, without weaning him- 
self from that custom, come to be sober ; 
that who, from the concurrence of a sorry 
nature, fond conceits, mean breeding, and 
scurvy usage, is covetous, cannot, without 
draining all those sources of his fault, be 
turned into liberal. The change of our 
mind is one of the greatest alterations hi 
nature, which cannot be coinpassul in any 
way or within any time wc plejise: but it 
must proceed on leisurely and regularly, 
iu such order, by such stejis, as the nature 
of things doth permit ; it muslbe wrought 
by a resolute and laborious perseverance ; 

* Ov KUtt AAAji 
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by a watchful aj^Hration of mind, in void 
ing preju*Rccs, in wailing for advantages 
in attending to all we do; by forcibly 
wresting our nature i&om its bent, and 
swimming against the current of impetuous 
desires; by a patient disontangling our- 
selves from practices most agreeable and 
familiar to us; by a wary fencing with 
temptations, by long stru^ling with ma- 
nifold oppositions and difficulties ; whence 
the holy scripture termeth our practice a 
warfare, wherein we are to fight many a 
bloody battle with most redoubtable foes ; 
a combat, which must be managed with our 
best skill and utmost might : a race, which 
we must pass through with incessant accli- 
vity and swiftness. 

If, therefore, we mean to be good or to 
be happy, it behoveth us to lose no time ; 
to be presently up at our great task ; to 
snatch all occasions, to embrace all means 
incident of reforming our hearts and lives. 
Ah those, w ho have a long journey to go, 
do take care to set out early, and in their 
way make good speed, lest the night over- 
take them before they iH^ach their home;* 
so, it being a great way from hence to 
^ heaven, seeing we must pass over so many 
obstacles, through so many paths of duty, 
before we arrive thither, it is expedient to 
set forward as soon as can be, and to pro- 
ceed with all (.xpedition; the lougei* we 
stay, the more time we shall need, and the 
less we shall have. 

3 . We may consider, that no future time 
which we can fix upon will be more con- 
venient than the present is for our refor- 
in«alion. Let us pitch up what time we 
please, we shall be as unwilUug and unfit 
to begin as we ore now; we shall find in 
oui'selves the same indispositions, tin some 
avcrseucss, or the same listlessness toward 
it, as now; there will occur the like hard- 
ships to deter us, and the like pleasures to 
allure us from our duty ; o>)j(*ots will then 
be as present, and will strike as smartly 
upon our senses; the case will appear just 
the same, and the same pretences for dviay 
will obtrude themselves; so that we shall 
be as opt then as now to prorogue the bu- 
siness. W e shall say then , to-morrow 1 will 
mend ; and w hen tliot morrow eoinoth, it 
will be still to-morrow ; and so the morrow 
will prove eudless.f If, like the simple 
rustic (who stayed by the river-side waiting 
till it had done running, so that he might 
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pass dry-foot over the channel), we do con- 
ceit that the sources of sin (bad inclinations 
within, and strong temptations abroad) will 
of themselves be spent, or fail, we shall find 
ourselves deluded.* If ever we come to 
take up, we must have a beginning with 
some o^eul^ and trouble ; we must cou- 
rageousJy break through the present with 
all its enchantments ; we must undauntedly 
plunge into the cold stream ; we must rouse 
oursidves from our bed of sloth ; we must 
shake off that brutish improvidence, which 
detaineth us : and why should we not assay 
it DOW ? There is the same reason now that 
ever we can have ; yoa, far more reason 
now; for if that we now begin, hereafter 
at any determinate time, some of the work 
will be done ; wliat remameth will be shorter 
and easier to us.f Nay, further, 

4. We may consider, that the more wo 
defer, the more difficult and painful our 
work must needs prove ; every day will both 
enlarge our task and diminish our ability 
to perform it.t Sin is never at a stay : if 
we do not retreat from it, we slull achanei* 
in it; and the further on we go, tlie more' 
we have to come luck ; e\< ry step we take 
forward (even before we can return hither, 
intoAho state wherein we are at present) 
must be repeati'd; all the web we spin 
must be iinvavtdJid; we must vomit u]) all 
we lake in: which to do we shall find very 
tedious and grievous. 

Vice, as it groweth in age, so it impro- 
veth in stature and strength ; from a puny 
ehiM it soon waxeth a lusty stripling, then 
risetli to be a sturdy man, and after a while 
beeonjctli a massy giant, whom we shall 
scarce dare to encounter, whom we shall 
be VG 17 hardly able to vanquish ; especially 
seeing that as it groweth ialler and stouter, 
so we shall dwindle and prove more inv 
potent; for itfeodeth uponom* vitals, and 
tliriveth by our decay; it waxeth mighty 
by stiipping ua of our best forces, by en- 
fetbling our reason, by perverting our will, 
by corrupting our temper, by debasing our 
courage, by seducing all our appetites ind 
passions to a treacherous comphanee with 
itself, every day our mind groweth more 
blind, our will more resty, our spirit more 
fkint, our appetites more fierce, our pas- 
sions more headstrong and uniamcable ; || 

AuHtwuM exiK'ctat diiin ciftduat omnis, at iUo 

Labitur, et laUuur in oiniid volubiUs ni uin 
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the power and empire of sin do strangely 
by degrees encroach, and continually get 
ground upon us, till it hath quite subdued 
an<l enthralled us. First we learn to boar it; 
tlieu we eome to like it; by and by we con- 
tract a friendship with it ; then we dote up- 
on it ; at Iasi wc become enslaved to it in a 
bundle, which we sludl hardly be able or 
willing to shake <tff; when not only our 
necks are fitted to the yoke, our hands are 
manacled, and oi!ir feet shackled thereby; 
but our heads and hearts do conspire in a 
base submission thereto: when vice hath 
made such impression on ub, when tliis per- 
nicious weed hath taken so deep root in oui* 
mind, wUl, and affections, it will demand an 
oxtromely toilsome laboui* to extirpate it. 

Indeed, b^ continuance in sin, the chief 
means (afforded by nature, or by grace) 
of restraining or reducing us from i1 are 
fdther cut ofl, or enervated and rendered 
incfieetual. 

Natural mi>dosty, while it la^Mh, is a 
curb from doing ill ; men in their first de- 
fiections from virtue are bashful and shy;* 
out of regard to other men’s opinion, and 
tenderness of their own honour, they are 
afraid or ashamed to transgress plain rules 
of dutv: but in process this &spoi||jition 
woareth out; by little and little they arrive 
to lliaf character of the degenwate Jews, 
w bom tile pruplicts call impudent children^ 
having a brow of brass^ aud faces harder 
than a rock ; ^ so that they commit sin with 
tq>t*n faee, and in broad day, without any 
mask, VI it bout ablush; they despise their 
own reputation, and defy all censure of 
others ; they outface and outbrave the world, 
till at lengtli, with prodigious insolence, 
tlicy eonic to boast of wickedness and glory 
in their hhanw^ as iui instance of high cou- 
rage and ^]leclal gullanti‘y. 

Coiifcieijcu is a <'hec-k h) beginners in sin, 
reclaiming them from it, and rating them 
for it : but this in long slanders becometh 
useless, cither failing to discharge its otficc, 
or asna^iiig it to no purpose; having often 
been slighted, it will be weary of chiding; 
or, if it b(i not wh<dly dumb, wo shall be 
deaf to its reproof*! as liiose, who live by 
cataracts or downfalls of water, are, by con- 
tinual noise, so deafened, ns not to hoar or 
mind it ; so shall wo in time gi'ow sense- 

* iiiytgrui Tgof 4 euZate Gr.H. Or. SO. 
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less, not regarding the loudest peals and 
rattlings of our nonscience. 

The heart of a raw novice in impiety is 
somewhat tender and soft, so that remorse 
can pierce and sting it ; his neck is yielding 
and sensible, so that the yoke of sin 

f all it: 1 but in stout proficients the heart 
ecometh hard and stony, the neck stiff 
and brawny (an iron si»ew\^ as the prophet 
termeth it ;) so that they do not feel or re- 
sent any thing; but are like those of whom 
St. Paul spealceth, who 

being past feeling all sorrow or smart, hone 
gioen themeelves over unto lasciviousness^ to 
work all uneleanness with greediness.X^ 
When first wc nibble at the bait, or enter 
into bad courses, oiijr reason doth contest 
and remonstrate agmnst it, faithfullyrc 
presenting to us the folly, the ugliness, the 
baseness, the manifold ill consequences of 
binning; but that, by continuance, is muffed, 
so as not to discern ; or muzzle4l, so as not 
to declare ; yea, often is so debauched as to 
excuse, to avow, and maintain, yea, to ap- 
plaud and extol our miscarriages. 

For a time a man retaiueth some cou- 
rage, and a hope that he may repent ; but 

S regress in sin dwiriteth and cobteth into 
espair, whether God be placable, whether 
himself be corrigible: an approhensiou 
concerning the length of the way, or tlm 
difficulty of tile work, discourageth ; and 
despondency rendereth him heartless and 
careless to attempt it. There is no man that 
hath heard of God, who hath not at first 
some dread of offending liim, and some dis- 
satisfaction in transgressing his will ; it ap- 
peai'ing to his mind, not yet utterly blinded 
and depraved, a desperate thing to brave 
his irresistible power, an absurd thing to 
thwart liis infallible wisdom, a detestable 
thing to abuse his immense goodness: but 
obstinacy in sin dotli quash tins conscien- 
tious awe ; so that at length God is not in 
all his iboughts^ the fear of God is not be- 
fore his eyes;™ the wrath of the Almighty 
seeineth a bugbear, the fiercest menaces of 
religion sound but as rattles to him. 

As for the gentle whispers and touches 
of divine grace, the monitory dispensations 
of Providence, the good advjces and whole- 
some reproofs of friends, with the like 
means of reclaiming sinners ; these, to per- 
sons settled on their leesf or fixed in had 
custom, are but as gusts of wind brushing 
an old oak, or as waves diishing on a rock, 
without at all shaking or stirring it. 

Now when any person is eome to tins 
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pass, it must be hugely difXictilt to reduce 
him ; to retrieve a deflowered modesty, to 
quicken a jaded conbcienoe, to supj^e a 
callous heart, to resettle a Irafiled reason, 
to rear a dejected courage, to recover a 
soul miserably benumbed and broken, to 
it^ former vigour and integrity, can be no 
easy matter. 

The diseases of our soul, no loss than 
those of our body, when once they are in. 
veterate, they are become near incurable ; 
the longer we forbear to apply due remedy, 
the more hard tliclr cure will prove : if we 
let them proceed far, we must, ere we cm 
be rid of them, undergo a course of physic 
very tedious and offensive to us ; many a 
rough purge, inany«a sore pldebotomy, 
many an irksome sweat we must endure.* 
Yea, further, 

5. We may consider, that by delaying 
to amend, to do it may become quite im^ 
possible ; it ma^ be so in the nature of the 
thing, it may be so by the will of God : the 
thing may become naturally impossible ; for 
vice by custom may pass into nature, and 
prove so congenial, as if it were horn with 
us ; so that we s^ propend to it, as a 
stone falleth down, or as a spark flioth 
upward : by soaking in voluptuonsness we 
may be so transformed into brutes, by 
steeping in malica so converted into fiends, 
that wo necessarily shall act like creatures 
of that kind, into which we are degene- 
rated ; and then in nowise, without a down- 
right miracle, are we capable of being 
rmormed.t Mow long (saith Solomon) wilt 
thou sleep^ O sluggard ^ when unit thou 
striae out of thy sleep Wc may be so 
often called on ; and it is not easy to 
awaken us, when we arc got into a spi- 
ritual slumber ; but when we are dead in 
trespeissea and sins,^ so that all breath of 
holy affection is stopped, and no spiritual 
pulse from our heart doth appear ; that 
all sense of duty is lost, all appetite to 
good doth fail, no strength or acthity to 
move in a good course doth exert itself, 
that our good complexion is dissolved, and 
aU our finer spirits are dissipated, that our 
mind is quite crazed, and all its powers ore 
shattered or spoiled; when thus, 1 say, we 
are spiritually dead, how can we raise our- 
selves, what beneath omm^tency can effect 
it ? As a stick, when once it is d37 and stiff, 
you may break it, but you can never bend 
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it into a atrai^hter j^sture ; | so doth the 
man become incorrigible, who is settled 
and stiffened in vice. The stain of habi- 
tual sin may sink in so deep, and so tho- 
roughly tincture all our soul, that we may 
be like those pewle of whom the prophet 
saith, Chm the Etimpim change hia skin^ 
or the leopard his spots f Then may ye do 
good^ that are accustomed to do eoih^ Such 
an impossibility may arise from nature ; one 
mater and mure insuperable may come 
from God. 

To an effectual repentance, the succour 
of divine grace is necessary; but that is 
arbitrarily dispensed : the Spirit bloweth 
where it listeth yet it listeth wisely, with 
regard both to the past behaviour and pre- 
sent capacities of men ; so that to such who 
have abused it, and to such who will not 
treat it well, it shall not be imparted. And 
can we be well assured, can we reasonably 
hope, that after we by our presurajituous 
delays have put off God, and dallied with 
his grace ; after that he long in vain hath 
waited to he gracum ; after that he hath 
endured so many neglects, and so many 
repulses from us ; after that we frtqauitly 
ha\e slighted his open invitations, and snio- 
therq^ his kindly motions in us ; in shoi t, 
after we so unworthily have misused bis 
goodness and patience, that he furtlici will 
vouchsafe his grace to ns: when wc ha\e 
forfeited it, when we have nyectedit, when 
we have spurned and driven it away, can 
we hope to recover it ? • 

There is a time, a season, a day, allot- 
ted to us ; our day^ it is termed, a day of 
saleation the season of our visitation^ an 
accejdahle time , ‘ wherein God fn ely doth 
cxhiW grac'c, and presenteth his meicy to 
us: if we let this day slip, the mght cometh^ 
when no man van work, when the things 
behngii^ to our peace will be hidden ftom 
our eye» ; “ when (as the prophet expresseth 
it) we shall grope for the wall like the bhud^ 
and stumble at noonday us in th and 

be in desolate places aa dead men : ^ after 
that day is spent, and that comfortable 
light is sot, a dismal night of darkness, of 
cold, of disconsolateness, will succeed, 
when God, being vocary of beaiing with 
men, doth utterly desert them, and deli- 
vereth them over to a leprobate mmdt'" 
when subtracting his gracious direction 
and assistance, he gioeth them over to th/ir 
own hearts' lusts, and to walk in their 
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MVH voanseh ; * when they are brought to 
ooiu|jlain, with those in the prophet, O 
Lord^ why hist thou rmuh m to err from 
thy v)ay6, and hardened our heart from thy 
frar f ^ when, like Phara4jh, they survive 
only as objects of God*b Justice, or occa- 
sions to glorify his power;* when, like 
Ehau, they cannot find a jdace of repent- 
ance, although they Seeh it careful^ with 
tears ; when, as to the foolish loitering vir- 
^'•ins, the door of mercy is shut upon them ; 
when the master of the house doth rise <md 
shut the rfoor,* &c. ; when that menace of 
divine wi&dotn cometh to be executed: 
They shall rail upon me, but J will not 
aworer ; they shatf seek me early ^ but they 
shall not fad me; for that they hated 
knowledge^ and did not choose the fear of 
the Lord^^ And if, neglecting our season 
and i>re8ent means, wo once fall into this 
.stale, then is our case mi»st deplorable : we 
arc dead men irreversibly doonji‘d, and 
only for a few inonionts rfprie’voa from 
th( stroke of final vengeance ; we are oessels 
of n /at h fitted (or made up) for destruc^ 
tion ; ‘ by a fatal blindness and obduration 
.scaled up to ruin ; we arc like the terra 
damnata^ the earth (in the apostle) whudi 
drill hiufr up the rain that conuth oft wpoa 
and bearing thorns and briers^ is rejected^ 
and IS nigh unto cursing^ and who^e end is 
to be huimcd*^ Wlicn'forc, at’Cordmg to 
tlic advice of the prophet, Seek ye the 
Lord when he may be fomul^ cull ye upon 
him while he is near,^ 

It is true, that God is ever ready, ujpon 
our true conversion, to receive us into 
fav(»ur ; that his arms are alway.s open to 
oirihracc a bincere penitent ; that ho liath 
declared, whenever a ni/ked man tumeth 
from his wickedness^ and doeththat whuh is 
tight, he shall sice his soul alioef that if 
vHi do wash ourselves^ make us clean^ put 
aicay the coil of our iluingSy and cease to do 
ciul, then, although our sins he as scarlet^ 
they shall be white as snow , though they he 
like crimson^ they shall be os wool;^ that if 
wt rend our hearts^ and turn mUo (he JLord^ 
he is granous and merciful^ and will repent 
of the evil; that Ood is good and ready to 
forgive^ and phiiteous in mercy unto all that 
calluptm him;' that whenever a podigal 
sou, with humble confession and hearty 
<*ontrition for lus sin, doth arise and go to 
his fidher;^ he will embrace him tenderly, 
and entertoiu him kindly ; that even a pro- 
fane ai>ostatc, and a bloody oppressor (as 
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Manasses*), a lewd strnmjiet (as Magda- 
lene), a notable thief (as he upon the crosb), 
a timorous renouncer (as St, Peter), a 
furious perHecutor (as St. Paul), a stupid 
idolater (a* all the heathen world, when 
the gospel came to them, was), the moat 
heinous sinner that ever hatii bocm, or can 
be imagined to be, if lie be disposed to 
repent, is capable of mercy: those decla- 
rations and promises arc infallibly true; 
those instances peremptorily do evince, 
that repentance is never superannuated ; 
that if we can turn at all, we shall not turn 
too late; that pemitentia num/uam sera^ 
modo seria^ is an irrefragable rule. Yet 
nevertheless delay is very unsafe ; for wliat 
asHuratice can we have, that God hereafter 
will enable us to perform those' conditions 
of bewailing our sms, and forsaking them? 
Have we not cause rather to fear that he 
will chastise our presumption withhold- 
ing his grace? Fur although God faileth 
not to yield competent aids to persons who 
have not despised his goodness and loag^ 
suffering^ that leadeththem to repentance 
yet he that wilfully or wantonly loitereth 
away the time, and squander eth the means 
allowed him; who refuseth to come when 
God callcth, yea wooetb and coui’teth him 
to repentance, how can he pretend to find 
such favour ? 

We might add, that supposing God in 
supci-abundanco of mercy might be pre- 
siuitkhI never to withhold his grace ; yet 
seeing Ins grace doth not work liy irresis- 
tible comiiulsion ; seeing the worse qualified 
we arc, the more apt we shall be to cross 
and defeat its operation; seeing that wo 
cannot hope that hereafter we shall 1 h» more 
fit than now to comply with it; yea, seeing 
we may be sui*c, that after our hearts are 
hardened by perseverance in sin, we shall 
be more ftidi^^posed thereto; we by delay 
of repentance do not only venture the for* 
feiture of divine grace, but the danger of 
abusing it, which heinously will aggravate 
our guilt, juid hugely augment our punish- 
ment. 

We should do well therefore most se- 
riously to regard the ajiostle's admonition, 
Blrrhort me mother to-day ^ while it is called 
to-day^ lest any of you be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin, ^ Now that we find our- 
selves invited to repent ; now that we ap- 
prehend so much reason for it ; now tliat we 
feel our hearts somewhat inolined tWeto ; 
now that we have time in our han^, and 
are not barred from hopes of mercy ; now 
that is not extremely difficult, or not ab- 
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ffolutely impossible, lot tui in God's name 
iny bold on the occ^ion, lot u& speedily 
and earnestly bot upon the work. Further 
yet, 

6. We should consider, that we are 
mortal and frail, and thence any designs 
of future reformation may be dipt off, 
or intercepted by death; which is always 
creeping toward us, and may, for all wc 
can tell, be very near at hand. Yon say 
you anil repent to-morrow; but are you 
sure you will have a morrow to repent in ? ' 
Have you an hour in your hsmd, or one 
minute at your disposal? Have you a lease 
to show for any term of life ? Can you claim 
or reckon upon the least portion of time 
without his leave, who bostoweth life, and 
dealeth out time, and ordereth all things 
as ho ploaseth? Can you anywise desery 
the just measure of your da^s^ or the houtm 
of your appointed time^ without a special 
revelation from him, in whose hands is your 
breath; and vnth whom alone the number of 
your months is registered? Boast not thyself 
of to-morrow; for thou hnowest not what a 
day may hnng jorth^ saith the Wise Man ; 
boast not of it, that is, do not pretend it to 
be at thy disposal, presume not upon any 
thing that may befall therein ;t for whilst 
thou presumest thereon, may it not be said 
unto thee, as to the rich projector in the 
gospel, Thou fool^ this night shall thy soul 
be required of thee 9^ Doth not, secluding 
hidden decrees, every man’s life hong upon 
a thread very slender and frail ? Is it not 
subject to many diseaseslurking within, and 
to a thousand accidents flying about us ? 
How many, that might have promised them- 
selves as fair scope as wc can, have been 
unexpectedly snnpt awa,\ ! how many have 
been cremt m the flower of then' age and 
vigour of their str<‘ngth ! Doth not every 
day present experiments of 8udd<*n death? 
Do we not continually see that observation 
of the Preacher verified, Aihn knoweth not 
his time: as the fishes are taken in an ivil 
net^ and as the birds are caught m the ^nare^ 
are the sons of men snared tn an evil time^ so 
when it ameth suddenly upon theni^^ Old 
men are ready fo drop of themselves, and 
young men are easily brushed or shaken 
down j X the former visibly stand upon tim 
brink of eternity, the latter walk upon a 
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bottomless quag, into wbieb unawares tK^y 
may slump; who then can anywise be st- 
cure? We are all therefore highly con- 
cerned to use our life, while we have d ; to 
catch the first opportunity lest all oppor- 
tunity forsake us ; to cut off our s^^nmg, 
lest ourselves be cut oflT before 'jt; and 
that the rather, because by lavyaing, or 
misemploying our present time, we may 
lose the future, provoking Goi* to bereave 
us of it; for as prolongation of time is a 
reward of piety ; as to ob'^vance of the 
commandmentb it is promsed, T^ength of 
days^ and long life^ and peace ^ shall he added 
unto thee;^ so being immaturcly snatclied 
hence is the punishment awarded to im- 
pious practice: so it is threatened, that 
evil men shall be cut off, that bloody and 
deceitful men shall not live out half their 
days ; that God will uxmnd the head of his 
enemies^ and the hairy scalp of such an one 
as gotth on still tn his wickedness . the 
very being unmindful of their duty is tlie 
cause why men are thus surprised ; for, If 
(saith God) thou dost not wat A, I shaft 
come upon thee as a thief and thou shall 
not knotv when I come upon theeJ And, If 
(saith our Lord) that servant doth say in 
his hearty My lord deJayeth his comings &c'. 
the lord that servant will come in a day 
when he hoheth not for him* &c. 

If, then, it be certain, that we must ren- 
der a strict account of all our doings here ; 
if, by reason of our frail nature mid slip, 
pery state, it be uncertain when we shall 
be summoned thereto; if our negrigeiuc* 
may abridge and accelerate the term ; is it 
not very reasonable to observe those advu e^- 
of our Lord: Watch^ for ye do not know 
the day^ not the liour^ when the Son of Man 
comet h. Take heed to you/ selves^ lest at 
any time your heart be overt hanged with su) - 
felting and drunhenness^ and cares of this 
hfe^ and so that day come upon you una- 
wares. Let your loins he girM afmufy and 
your lamps burning^ and ye yourselves like 
men that vmt for your Lord. * and to take 
the coun<*el of the Wise Man, Make no 
tarrying to turn unto the Lord.^ and put not 
off from day to day; for suddenly shall the 
wrath of the Lord come forth^ and in thy 
security thou shaU he deitroyedy and }/ensh 
in the day of vengeaure.^ 

These considerations plainly do show how 
very foolish, how extremely dangerous and 
destructive the proorastinaling our refor- 
mation of life is : there are some others of 
good moment, which wo shall reserve, 
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OF DELAYIMG REPENTANCE* 


SERMON XLIX. 

THE DANGER AND MlSCHrEF OF DECAYING 
REPENTANCE. 

Psalm cxix. <>0 . — I mtde luxstn^ and cfc- 
hyed not to keep thy ammandimnts. 

I PROCEED to the considerations which yet 
remain to be spoken to. 

1. We may consider the causes of delay 
in this case (as in all cases of moment) to 
bo bad, and unworthy of a man : what can 
they be but either stupidity, that wo do not 
apprehend the iinpurtanoc of the affair ; or 
imjirovidenee, that we do not attend to the 
<langer of persistinj? in sin ; or net?lij?tmce, 
that we do not mind our concernments; or 
sloth, “that keoi>eth us from rousing and 
bestirring ourselves in puTsuanoe of what 
appeareth ex]»odient ;* or faint-heartedness 
and eowardi<*e, that we dare not attempt 
to cross our appetite or our fancy? All 
which dispositions are very Iwise ajid bhamo- 
f Lii. It is the priTogative of human nature 
to bo sagucioub in estimating the worth, 
and provident in descrying the consequim- 
ces of things ; whereas othci* creatures, by 
impulse of sense, do only fix their regard 
on present appearane<*s ;f which peculiar 
excellency, by stupidity and improvidence 
we forfeit, degenerating into brutes ; and 
negligence of that .which we discern mainly 
to 'a>ncem us, is a quality soincwliat be- 
neath those, depressing us below beasts, 
which cannot be charged with such a fault ; 
sloth is no less despicable, rendering a man 
fit for nothing ; nor is there any thing com- 
monly more reproachful than want of cou- 
rage ; so bad are the causes of delay. 

5i. And the effects are no less unhappy, 
being dibappointment, damage, trouble, 
and s<*rrow . As expedition (catching ad- 
vantages and opportunities, keeping the 
spirit up in its heat and vigouf , making 
forcible impressions wherever it lighteth, 
driving on the current of success) doth sul>- 
due business, and achieve great exploits 
(as by practising his motto, to defer no- 
thing Alexandier did accomplish those 
mighty feats which mako such a clatter 
in story; and Osssar, more by the rapid 

S uioknesh and forwardness of undertaking, 
lan by the greatness of courage and skil- 
fulness of conduct, did work out those 
enterprises, which purchased to his name 
so much glory and renown;) so delay and 
slowness do spoil all business, do keep off 
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success at distance frma us ; thereby op- 
portunity is lost, and advantages slip away- 
our courage doth dag, and our spirit Jan; 
guishetli; our endeavours strike faintly, 
and are easily rejielled ; whcuco disappoint- 
ment necessajdly doth spring, attended with 
vexation.* 

3. Again, we may consider, tiiat to set 
upon our duty is a great step toward tlu» 
perforinaneo of it : if we can resolve well, 
and a little push f<jrwurd, we are hi a fair 
way to desjiatch; to hegin^ they say, in to 
have half done to set out, is a goodpai*t 
of the journey ; to rise betimes, is often 
harder than to do ail the da}'s work: en- 
tering the town, is almost the same wdtli 
taking it; it is so in all business, it lb chief- 
ly HO in moral practice; for if we can find 
in ow Isearts to take our leave of sin, if we 
can disengage ourselves from the witeherioH 
of present allurement, if we can but get 
over the threshold of virtuous conversation, 
we shall find the rest beyond expectation 
smooth and expedite ; we shall discover such 
beauty iu virtue, we shall taste so much 
sweetness m obedience, as greatly will en- 
courage us to proceed therein. J 

4. Again, wc may consider, tliat our 
lime itself is a gift, or a talent committed 
tti us, for the improvement w'hereof we are 
responsible no loss than for our wealth, 
our power, our credit, our parts, and other 
such advantages, wherewith for the serving 
of God, and furthering our own salvation, 
we are intrusted; To redeem the time* is a 
precept, and of all precepts the most ne- 
cessary to be observed; n>r that without 
redeeming (that is, embracing and well 
employing) time we can do nothing well; 
no good aclion can be performed, no good 
reward can bo pr<Knu*ed by us : well may 
we be advised to take our best care in hus- 
banding it, seeing justly of all tilings it 
may be rc‘ckoued most precious ; || its prii'e 
being inestimable, and its loss iiTCpurable; 
for the W(»rld cannot purchase one mo- 
ment of it more than is allowed us ; neither 
can it, when once gone, by any means be 
recovered: so much indeed as we save 
thereof, so much we preserve of ourselves ; 
and so W as we lose it, so far in effect we 
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slay oarselvefl, or d(»j)ri\e ourselves of lift : 
yea, by mispending it, we do worse than 
; for a dead sleep, or a cessati(»n ironi 
being. Is not so bad as doing ill; all that 
while wc live backward, or decline toward 
a state much worse than annihilation itself. 
Fmrther, 

5. Consider, that of all time the pre&tmf 
is ever the best for the purpose of amend- 
ing our life. It is the only sure time, Uiat 
winch we have in our hands, and may call 
our own;* whereas the past time is irre- 
vocably gone from Ufa ; and the future may 
never come to us : it is absolutely (reckon- 
ing from our becoming sensible of things, 
and accountable for our actions), the best, 
as to our capacity of improving it ; 

Optima quffque dios miseris tnortallbus nvi 
Pnma flisit. / irg Otorg, lii. 

Our best days do first pass aw^ay, was truly 
said; the nearer to its source our life is, 
the purer it is from stain, the freer from 
clogs, the more susceptive of good imprcs- 
faions, th(‘ more vivid and brusk in its ac- 
tivity ; the furtluT we go on, especially in 
a bad course, the nearer we verge to the 
dregs of our life ; the more dry, the more 
stiff, the more sluggish we gi’ow: delay 
therefore doth c*\er sti*al away the flour 
of our ago, leaving us tlio bian and refuse 
thereof. Again, 

0. If at any time we do reflect upon tlie 
time that hath already slipped away unpro- 
fitably from u$, it will seem more than 
enough, and (if w'e consider well) it will 
be grievous to us to lose more ; the mor- 
row will seem too late to commence a good 
life;! a^ieiTof A The time 

past of our life (saith St. Peter) may suffice 
vs to have wrought the will of the GentiUsh^ 
or to have continued in ill courses: more 
indeed it might than suffice ; it should be 
abundantly too much to have embezzled so 
large a portion c«f our precious and irrepa- 
rable time ; after we liave slept in neglect 
of our duty, it is (as St. 

Paul solth now high time to avnke ^ unto a 
vigilant observanc*e thereof: this we shall 
the rather do, if we consider, that, 

7. For ill living now we shall come here- 
after to be sorry, if not with a wholesome 
contrition, yet with a painful regret ; we 
shall certainly one day repent, if not of 
our sin, yet of our sinning ; if not so as to 
correct for the future, yet so as to condemn 
ourselves fbr what is past: the conside- 
ration of our bavii^ sacrilegiously roblied 
our Maker the time due to his service ; 

V Omtiia ma v«ntim>uiit in iofiSrto Jaecnt, proti- 
niw viM.— aw. de Vit hrm* 9 
t Sara^ihuit vltoMt cnutiaa,viveho4lc ^Mwrt 1 16. 

Iv 8. *ADm.xui. 11 


of our having injuriously defrauded our 
souls of the opportunities granted to secure 
their w elfare ; of our having profusely cast 
away our most precious hours of life upon 
vanity and folly, will sometime twitch us 
sorely. There is no man who doth not 
with a sorrowful eye review an ill-past life ; 
who would not gladly recall his mis-spent 
time; O mihi prwtenlost 0 that God 
would restore my post years to roe, is every 
such man's prayer, although it never was 
heard, never could be granted unto any. 
And what is more inconsistent with wisdom 
than to cmgage ourselves upon making such 
ineffectual and fruitless wishes? what is 
more disagreeable to leasun, than to do 
that, for which we must be forced to con- 
I fess and call ourselves fools? Whkt man 
of sense, for a flash of transitorj pleasure, 
for a puff of vain repute, for a few scrajH 
of dirty pelf, would plunge himself into 
such a gulf of anguish ? 

8. On the contrary, if, laying hold on 
occasion, wc set ourselves to do well, n- 
fiection thereon will }ield great satis/ action 
and pleasure to us ; we shall be glad that 
wc have done, and that our task is over ; 
we shall enjoy our fontur UJe, our tmu' 
which is so past will not )ct be lost unto 
us; but rather it will he most securely 
ours, laid u]> bojond the reac*h of dangej-, 
in the repository of o good conscience.* 

9. Again, all our time of continuance in 
sin wc do treasure up wrath or accumu- 
late guilt ; and the larger our guilt is, the 
sorer must he our repentance ; f the niui t 
bitter the sorrow, the more low the hum- 
bling, the more earnest the deprw ation rt»- 
quisite to obtain pardon ; the hroadcT tuid 
deeper tlio stain is, the more washing is 
needtul to get it out ; if we sin much and 
lung, we must grieve answerably, or we 
shall be no fit objects of mercy. 

10. And whenever the sin is pardoned, 
yet indelible marks and monuments thereof 
will abide. We shall eternally be obliged 
to err jwceavi : although the punishment 
may be remitted, the desert of it cannot be 
removed; a scar from it will stick in our 
flesh, which ever will deform us ; a tang of 
it will stay in our memory, which alwa}8 
will be disgustful ; we shsdl never reflect 
on our miscarriages without some confu- 
sion and horror incessantly we shall be 

* Ule npit qw^qulB, Posthuma vixit her! — Afa? t v. GO. 
Ampliat astatitt spatium nlbi Tir bonuit ; hoc eat 

VhoFe biBy vita uoB«4e prloro fhil ^Mart x 23 
f UuaxD msfrna deliquimiu, tarn grauditcr detlea* 
BUIS. &e — de Lajv Or li. 
t Pcena tKOiMt^deml, culpa ptrcimui crit — Omd 
*H evy^hftifiig iyttw rSi> a/Mtfmfiucnm aw Giw, 

rwn «V^»l%W(1}/bUirW» «AM<Xq/(MtTWV MX 

T» 9 « rw n«i/Xw — C hryH tom «ul p 97. 

J Bum. ii. 5. 
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liable to that question of St* Paul, What 
fruit had ye of tho$e tkinge whereof ye are 
now ashamed f * If, therefore, we could 
reasonably presume, yea, if we could cer- 
tainly foresee, that we should hereafter in 
lime repent, yet it were uiuidvisable t*) per- 
sist in sin, seeing it being once committed, 
can never be reversed, never expunged 
from the registers of time, never dashed 
out from the tables of our mind and me- 
mory ; but will jrarpctually rest as matter 
of doleful oondiaeratinn, and of tragical 
story to us. Then shaft thou remember thy 
ways^ and be ashamed* That thou mayest 
remember y and be confounded^ and neoer 
thy mouth any more because of thy 
shame y when I am pacified toward thee for 
all that thou hast aonsy saith the Lord God, 
Then shall ye remember your mm evU waySy 
and your doings that were not goody and 
shall loathe yowrsehes in your own sighty 
for your iniquities and for your abomina^ 
tiomJ 

1 1 . Again, so much time as we spend in 
disobedience, so much of reward we do 
forfeit ; for commensurate to our works 
shall our rewards be ; the fewer our good 
works are in the course of our present life, 
the smaller shall be the measures of joy , of 
glory, of felicity, dispensed to us hereaiter ; 
tlie later consequently we repent, the less 
wo shall he happy: One star (saith the 
apostle) differeth from another in glory 
and of sM stars, those in the celestial sphere 
will shine brightest, who did soon rise hero, 
and continued long, by the lustre of their 
good works, to glorify their heavenly Fa- 
ther ; for the path of the just is as the shin- 
ing lighty that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day,^ While, therefore, we let 
our interest lie dead by lingering, or run 
behind by sinful practice, we ai’e very bad 
husbands for our soul; our spiritual estate 
doth thereby hugely suifer ; every minute 
contracteth a damage, that runneth through 
millions of ages, and which therefore will 
amount to an immense sum : and who for 
all the pleasures here would forego oue 
degree of blissful joy hereafter ? who for 
all ecQ'ihly splendours would exchange one 
spark of celestial glory ? who for ^1 the 
treasures below would let slip one gem out 
of his heavenly crown ? 

12. Further, let us consider that what- 
ever our age, whatever our condition or 
case be, the advi'*o not to procrastinate our 
obedience is very suitable and useful. 

Art thou young? then it is must proper 
• Rom. vl. 21, 

fRzek. 61, f»3; xwu. SI; xk 41 
■ i Cur 41 h Pro\, iv. is 


to enter upon living well.* For when we 
set out, we should ha put in a right wajr ; 
when we begin to be men, wo should begin 
to use our reason well; lifo and virtue 
should be of the same standing. What is 
more ugly than a child, that hath learnt 
little, having leamt to do ill? than naughti- 
ness springing up in that state of innocence? 
The foundation of good life is to be laid in 
that age, upon which the rest of our lifo is 
built ; for tliis is tho manner of our pro- 
ceeding; the present always dependeth 
upon what is past ; our practice is guided 
hy notions that we had sucked iu, is swayed 
by inclinations that we got before ; whence 
usually our first judgments of things, and 
our firat propensions, do stretch tlieir iii- 
fiuence upon the whole future life. Train 
up a chdd in the way he should go y and when 
he is old he will not depart from ity' saith 
the Wise Man. 

That age, as it is most liable to be cor- 
rupted by vice, so it is most capable of 
being imbued with virtue ; then nature is 
soft and pliable, so as easily to be moulded 
into any shape, ready to admit any stamp 
impressed thereon ;t then the mind is a 
pure table, in which good principles may 
f>e faii*ly engraven without rasing out any 
former ill prejudices; then the heart being 
a soil free of weeds, the seeds of goodness 
being cast therein will undisturbedly grow 
and thi'ive ; then the complexion being 
tender, will easily be set into a right pos- 
ture ; our soul is then a vessel empty and 
sweet ; good liquor therefore may oe in- 
stilled, which will botli fit it, and season it 
with a durable tincture ; the extreme cu- 
riosity and huge credulity of that age, as 
they greedily will swallow any, so will they 
admit good instruction. If we do then im- 
bibe fsjse conceptions, or have bad impres- 
sions made on our minds, it will be hard 
afterwards to expd, or to correct them.J 
Passion is then very fluid and moveable, 
but, nut being impetuously determined any 
way, may easily be derived into the right 
cliannel. Then the quickness of our wit, 
the briskness of our fancy, the freshness of 
our memory, the vigour of our afft»ctions, 
tho lusty and active mettle of our spirits, 
being applied to virtuous studies and en- 

Sub pedagogo coeperls licet, serum est.- Mart* 

t Mature tenacissimi sumus eorum, qutt nidihua 
anni» pcroeplmus, Src.— Qutnt i. I 

DifnouUer eraditur quod nides aaind pekblberuat. 
ad Latam 

t IJt corpora ad quosdam mmbrorum fbr- 
mart xdsi tenera nun pesBunt, aio animoa ad pleraque 
duiiorcH robur ipsum focit — k 1. 

uo sctiiul obt bubuta rccona eenublt odortm 


1 Prov xsli. 6, 
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deaTOUTJi, wJH produce most noble fruits ; 
the beauty of which will adorn tie, the 
eweetness will please us, so as to leave on 
our minds a perpetual relish and satisfjic. 
tion in goodness.* Then, being loss en- 
cumbered 'aith the cares, lass entangled in 
the perplexities, less exposed to the tem|)- 
tations of the world and secular affairs, we 
can more easily set forth, we may proceed 
more expeditely in good courses. Then, 
being void of that stinging roniorse, which 
doth adhere to reflections upon past follies 
and mispent lime, with more courage and 
alacrity we may prosecute good underta- 
kings ; then, beginning so soon to einbrac'c 
virtue, we shall have advantage with more 
leisure and more ease to polish and perfect 
it through our ensuing course of life ; set- 
ting out so early, in the very morning of 
our age, without much straining, marcliiug 
t)ii softly and fairly, we may go through 
our journey to hajipiness. 

Our actions then are the first-fruits of 
our life, which therefore are fit and due 
sacrifices to our Maker; which if wo do 
witlidraw, we shall have nothing loft so 
worthy or acceptable to present unto him. 
Will it be seemly to offer him the dregs 
and refuse of our ago ? Shall we not be 
ashamed to bring a crazy temper of body 
and soul, dry bones, and decayed senses, 
a dull fancy, a treacherous memory, a 
sluggish spirit before him? Shall we then, 
when we are fit for little, begin to under- 
take his service ? With our decr'*pit limbs 
and wasted strength, shall we set ourselves 
to run the wnys of his ammandtnenh ^ 

As it is micomfortubU* to think of biding 
parsimonious, wlien our stuck is almost 
gone ; so it is to become thrifty of our life 
when it coin<*8 near the Ixittoin. ae.vj* tv) 

If w© keep innoccncy, spend our youth 
^ell, it will yield unexpressiblc comfort to 
us ; it will save us much sorrow, it will 
prevent many inconveniences to us : if we 
have spent it ill, it vvill yield us great d's- 
pleasure, it will cost us much pains ; we 
fahall be forced sadly to bewail our folly and 
vanity therein ; 1 it will be bitter to sec tliat 
we must unlive our former life, and undo 
all wo have done ; that we must renounce 
the princii>les we have avowed, we must 
root out the habits wc have planted, wc 
must forsake the paths which we have 
beaten and so long trod in, if ever we will 
be happy ; it will be grievous to us, when 
we come with penitential regret to depre- 

* *11 yttp Ifn x^)itirtv ii e« in |u- 

»tu ill x*^f**v 

VUrft, etthf. a, 

J Psal. 38. 
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r*ate, lA>rd^ retneniber n(4 the sins (f my 
youth f we shall feel sore pain, when vur 
bones are faU of the dns of our youth; and 
we come to possess the irdumties thereof^ 
If is therefore good (as the prophet saith) 
that a man bear the yohe in his ymth^^ when 
his neck is tender ; f it is excellent advice 
which the Preacher givoth, Bcmember thy 
Creator in the days of thy youtk^ while the 
evil days tome a«rf the years draw nigh^ 
when thou shalt say^ I have no pleasure in 

Aristotle .*»aith, that young men are not 
Jit hearers of moral doctrine^ because, saith 
he, they are unexperienced in affairs of life; 
and because they are apt to foUvw their pas^ 
sions^ wMeh imispose to hear with fruit or 
proJit.X his conclusion is false, and 
his reasons may be w'dl turned against 
him ; for becatise young men want expe- 
riemn*, therefore is there no bad prejudice, 
no contrary habit to obstruct their em- 
bracing sound doctrine ; because Iheir pas- 
sions are vehement and strong, th'^retbre 
being rightly ordered, and set upon good 
objects, they with great force will ciirry 
them to virtuous practice ; that indeed is 
the best time to reg^te and tame passions ; 
as horse's must be broken when they arc 
colts I dogs must be made when tlw'y are 
whelps, <*lsc tliey will never be brought io 
any thing. The poet therefore advLst^d 
better than the philosopher ; 

iiunc adhilic puro 

Foctore vorba puor, nimo tc inoliorit)u(i otfer * 

ilor. J.p i. 2 

and St. Paul i)lain]y doth confute liiin, 
when be biddelh parents to educate their 
vhildreu in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord: ^ when he chargetb Titus, that 
lie exhort young men to be sobfT~mifuied ; ^ 
when he commemleth Timolh}, for that 
he hud uiro from his infancy^ known 

the holy siriptures ; so doth thi‘ Psalmist, 
when he saith, \]^erewith shall a young 
man cleanse his way i by taking heed uC’^ 
cording to thy word.^ And Solomon, 
when he d^clareth that his moral precepts 
did servo to give suhtiliy to the simple^ to 
the young man knowledge and discretion ; ** 
when lie biddeth us to train up a child in 
the way he should go, St. Peter doth inti- 
mate the same when ho biddoth ub as new* 
born babes to desire the sincere milk of the 
word; and our Saviour, when he said, 

t Finglt equuin tenora docilom oervioo mafriater 
Ire viiun. quamiuunMtrat«que8. Hor Ep 1.2. 
t 1 1lf reSjinttijf wtt Imi* aitetltf ctxiwrrf i 
ykf tSp xatret nv (3Uv vn nut leadmp 

iiP pMtatiW kztuvMm Kth. i 3 

^ Psal xxv 7; Jobxx 11 , xiiu 2G. i Lam Hi. 

27. "" Eccl. \ii 1 « Lph vl. 4. " Tit ii 6. 

>' 2 Tim. ii. 22 , iii. l/i ; PmJ cxix 8. s FruV 1. L 
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^Suffer lUtlfi children to come unto ww, for 
of such is the kingdom jof God that is, 
the nioro simplicity and innocence a man 
is en(lu(‘d with^ the more apt he is to em- 
hraco and comply with the evangelical 
d(»clrine. Aribtolh* therefore was out, 
wlicn he would evelude young men from 
liio schools of virtue. It is observable 
that he oontradicteth himself ; for Ow 

4*0 avratf n ciivuti ivihf Ik *iu/ 
u,XX.k fJMkXav Si to trStt, It 

is (saith h(*) of no small contenimcrU to he 
from youth accmtofUed thus or thus : yca^ 
it is wry much^ or rather all,* And how 
shall n young man he accustomed to do 
well, if he be not allowed to Ictirn what is 
to he done ? 

Again : Are wc old ? it is then liigh 
time to begin ; we have then loss tinit to 
spare from our most important business ; 
we stand then in most iinininent danger, 
upon the edge of perdition, and should 
therefore bo nimble to whip out thence; 
our forces being dimiiiishetl, (»ur quickness 
and iiiduslrv should be increased ; the 
l.ucr we set out, the more speed it be- 
h«>v<*lli us to make. If we slay, we shall 
grow continually more indisposed and unfit 
to amend ; it will be too late, wiien utter 
deerepitness and dotage have seized upon 
us, and our body doth survive our soul.* 
When so much of our lime, of our parts, 
of our strength, are Red, wc should bus. 
band the rest to be^t advantage, and mak<‘ 
the best satisfaction we ciiu unto (rod, and 
unto r#ur souls, with the remainder, 

'I’his age hath stune peculiar ailvfuitagc*s, 
which wi should embrace: tlie froth of 
bumoiivs i** then boiled out, the fer\ours 
t>f lust ai*e slaked, passions ai*e allayed, 
appetites are flatted ; fto that then incli- 
nations to sin arc not so violent, nor doth 
llu‘ enjoyment thereof so much gratify .f 
Long experience tlien hath (liscovercd 
the vanity of all worldly things, and the 
misebief of ill courses ; so that we can 
then hardly admire any thing, -pr be fond 
of enjoying what wo have found unprofita- 
ble or hurtful. 

Age is excused from compliance with the 
fashions, and thence much exempted from 
temptations of the world ; so that it may bo 
good without obstacle or opposition. 

* Ctviod faoere solimt qui serius exeunt -calcar adda- 
mus.- ben, Ep, 01, 70. li>. 

Aik>o. ill 2.-24^^1100 4w Xoiteio, & ittoBwCv. 

t — non omnia graiidior iotas 

Qnwfaglamushabet - Opfd. 

*11 ptfp vtims ff{00’i0i»( foouvofMvat, Kt/u£^ 

tjif ayfinn, irptvjnnrvp ytuovrt •fopri^otp pi Si toAi* 
utrxtf Big Ki/Mpn JkxC^PTop t0c<- tvp yiyfi^etKoro'v 

T^tntiotri Ipt^u^kp ete'ipoB- 

Xiifs -Ch(y4. tom. Vi Oral dH 

Trov xxli. 6, 1&; IPct ii 2, Luktxiiii IG 
' " lith. ii. ‘1 
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It is proper thereto to be grave and 
rioiLs, and, consequently, to be virtuous ; 
fur gravity without virtue, and seriousness 
about vain things, are ridiculous. 

Nothing dotli so adorn this age as good- 
ness, notliing doth so disgrace it a» wiek- 
edue.ss : The hoary head is a croum of ghry 
if it Ite found in the may of righteousness ; * 
but it is a mark of infamy, if it bo observed 
proceeding in a CQiurno of i»i(|uily ; it sig- 
nifieth that expc»rieuce hath not improved 
if; it argueth in<*urrigible folly, or rather 
incurable madness therein. 

There is indeed no care, no employment 
proper for old men, but to prepare for 
their diswolution ; to Iw bidding adieu to 
the w'orlil, with its vain pomps and mis- 
cluevou^ pleasures ; to be packing up their 
goods, to be casting their accounts, to be 
fitting themselves to abide in that slate into 
which they are tumbling ; to appear at that 
baj' before wliicb suddenly nature will sot 
them. As a ship, wldch hath long been 
tos.sc<i find weatherbeaten, which is slial- 
tered ill its timber, and hath lost much of 
its rigging . should do notliing in that casii 
but work toward the port, there to find its 
safety and ease ; so should a man, w'ho, 
having ]>assed many storms and agitations 
of the world, w grievously battered and 
torn with age, strive only to die well, to get 
safe into the harbour of eternal rest.f 

In fine, lijiicin'iis himself said well, that 
no min is either immature or over-rijie in 
rtgard to his souFs health ;|1 we can never 
set upon it too soon, we should never lliink 
it too late to Iw^gin : to live well is always 
the best thing we can do, and tluTefore 
we should at any time endeavour it ; there 
are common reasons for all ages, there .ire 
special reasons for each age, which most 
strongly and most clearly do urge it ; it is 
most s(*asoTiable for young men, it is most 
imcessary for old men, ii is most advisable 
for all men. § 

Again; be our condition what it will, 
this adv ice is reasonable ; A n* w'C in health ? 
we owe God thanks for that excellent gift ; 
and the best gratitude w^e can express is 
the improv iug it for lus service and our own 
good: we should not losi the advantage of 
a season so fit for our oht thence and repen- 
tance; while the forces of our body and 
mind are entire, while wc are not discom- 
posed by pain or faintness, we should strive 

i In Mo vixinms, morianiur in portu .— . Sm Ep, ID. 

II Ovot itpfOf oUtio BOTfp, ouvB iTftf Kmr» 

^vx^p vytaupop — Epict. sd Miincec. 

§ (.luarD Jiiventiu}, imu tmuis fftiis (neque enlru 
rcciff* voluiitati ocruin «et tempu^ uUuin) lotiK nusiti- 
t>UR hoc teiMlainus, in boo titaborcmiis ; fbrMui et o«»u>* 
Huu uiorc ewutingut — fttant, xii 1« 
trrov.a\i DA. 



402 


DANGER OP DELAYING REPENTANCE. 


[srRMON XLIX. 


to deajpatoh this needful work, for which 
infirmity may disable us. 

Are we sick ? it is then high time to con- 
sider our firailty , and the best we can to ob- 
viate the worst consequences thereof: it is 
then very fit, when we do feel the sad effects 
of sin, to endeavour the prevention of worse 
miscbiefb that may follow; it is seasonable, 
when we lie under God^s correcting hand, 
to submit unto him, to deprecate his wrath, 
to seek reconciliation wim him by all kinds 
of obecRence suitable to that state; with 
serious resolutions to amend hereaflcr, if 
it shall please God to restore us ; it is most 
advisable, when we are in the bordtTs of 
death, to provide for that state which lieth 
just beyond it. 

Are we rich and prosperous? it is ex- 
pedient then presently to amend, lest our 
wealth do soon corrupt us with pride, with 
luxury, with sloth, witli stupidity ; lest our 
prosperity become an ine\itable snare, an 
irrecoverable bane unto us.** 

Are we poor or afflicted? it is then also 
needful to repent quickly, that we may have 
a coiiifortable support for our soul, and 
a certain succour in our distress ; tliat we 
may get a treasure to supply our want, a 
joy to drown our sorrow, a buoy to keep 
our hearts from sinking into desperation 
and disooiisolatcness. This condition is a 
medicine, which God adininistcreth for our 
soul’s health ; if it do not work presently, 
so as to do us good, it will prove both 
grievous and hurtful to us. 

13. Lastly, we may consider, that, aba- 
ting all the rueful consequences of abiding 
ill sin, abstracting from the desperate ha- 
zards it exposeth us to in rt^gard to the 
future life, it is most reasonable to aban- 
don ii, betaking ourselves to a virtuous 
eemrse of practue. For virtue in itself i<i 
t.ir more eligible than vice; to keep God’s 
comma udmentb hath much greater conve- 
nience tlian to break them ; the life of a good 
man, in all considerable respects, is highly 

be prefeiTed above the life of a lad 
man ; for what is virtue, but a way of living 
that ad>anceth our nature into a similitude 
with God’s most excellent and hajipy na- 
ture;* that promoteth our true benefit and 
interest; that procurctli and preaerveth 
health, ease, safety, liberty, peace, com- 
fortable subsistence, fair repute, tranquil- 
lity of mind, all kinds of convenience to 
us? To what ends did our most benign 
and most wise Maker design and suit liis 
but to the furthering our good, and 
secu! tng us from mischief, as not only hiin- 

■* I Vi vmun lulid aliud quam In sc p6rfocta» et oil 
luuuuiim ircKiucta i.atuia - Cfc de 1 
^ Tiov. i 32. 


self bath declared, but reason showeth, 
and experience do|b attest? ^ What is vice, 
but a sort of practice which debaseth and 
disparageth us, which plungeth us into 
grievous evils, which bringeth distemi>er 
of body and soul, distress of fortune, dan- 
er, trouble, reproach, regret, and num- 
erless inconveniences upon us ; which, for 
no other reason than because it so hurteth 
and grieveth us, was by our loving Creator 
interdicted to us? Virtue is most noble and 
worthy, most lovely, most profitable, most 
pleasant, most creditable; vice is most 
sordid and base, ugly, hurtful, bitter, dis- 
graceful in itself, and in its consequences. 
If we compare them together, we shall find 
that virtue doth always preserve our health, 
but vice commonly doth impair it; that 
virtue improveth our estate, vice wasteth 
it; that virtue adometh our reputation, 
vice blemishcth it; that lirtue strength- 
eiieth our parts, vice weakeneth them ; that 
virtue maintaineth our freedom, vice en- 
sUivethus; that virtue keepeth our mind 
in order and peace, vice disconipoHcth and 
disquietetli it; virtue bieedeth satisfaction 
and joy, ^i(*e spawueth displeasure and 
anguish of conscience: to enter therefore 
into a virtuous course of life, wliat is it 
but to embrace happiness? to continue in 
vicious practice, what is it but to stick in 
misery? 

By entering into good life, we enter intf» 
the favour and friemlship of God, engaging 
liis infinite power and w i.»dum for our pro- 
tection, our succoui’, our direction, and 
guidance; enjoying the sweet effluxes of 
his mercy and bounty; we therewith be- 
come friends to the holy angels and blessed 
saints; to all good men, being united in a 
holy and happy consurtship of judgment, 
of charity, of hope, of devotion with them: 
we become friends to all tlic world, which 
we oblige by good wishes, and good deeds, 
and by the iimuence of good example : we 
become friends to ourseKcs, whom we 
thereby enrich and adoni with the best 
goods; whom we gratify luid please with 
the choicest delights: but, persisting in sin, 
we continue to affront, wrong, and dis- 
please our Maker, to be disloyal towards 
our sovereign Lord, to be ingrateful toward 
our chief benefactor, to disoblige the best 
friend we have, to provoke a most just and 
severe judge, to cojie with omnipotency, to 
contradict infallibility, to enrage the great- 
est patience, to abuse immense goodness: 
we thereby bec<jinc enemies to all the w orld; 
to God, whom we injure and dishonour ; 
to the friends of God, whom we desert and 
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oppose ; to the creatures, which we abuse 
tu our pride, lust, and vanity ; to our neigh- 
bours, whom we corrupt or seduce | to 
ourselves, whom we bereave of the best 
poods, and betray to the worst evils. ^ 

Repinning to live soberly, we begin to 
live like men, following the conduct of 
rctison; beginning to live in charity, we 
commence the life of angels, eiyoyingin 
oursehes most sweet content, and pro- 
curing groat benefit to others ; but going 
(»n in sinful voluptuousness, we proceed to 
live like boasts, wholly guided by sense, and 
.swayed by appetite ; being pertinacious in 
malice, wc continue to be like fiends, work- 
ing torment in ourselves, and mischief to 
our neighbours. 

Eiubr.'icing virtue, we become wise and 
sober men, worthy and honourable, nene- 
ficial and useful tu tlie world; but conUnu- 
ing in vice, we continue to be foolish and 
Vtim, to be vile and despicable, to be worth- 
Iths and useless. 

15 V our delay to amend, what do we gain? 
wbai, but a little tiashy and traiibieul plea* 
sure, instead of a solid and durable ])eace ; 
but a little counterfeit profit, instead of 
real wealth; but a little smoko of deceitful 
opinion, instead of unquestionably sound 
honour ; shadows of imaginary good*), in- 
.stead of those which are most substantial 
and true, a g4>o(l mind, the love of God, 
the assured welfare of our souls. Bat this 
field of discourse is too 8paf*iou8 ; I shall only 
therefore for coiiilusion say, that speedily 
iippl}ing ourselves to obedience, and bn^ak- 
ing ofl* oui* sins by repentance, is in effect 
nothing else but, from a present hell in 
trouble, and the (laiiger of a final hell in tor- 
ment, to be translated into adouble heaven ; 
one of joyful tranquillity here, anedber of 
blissful rest hereafter; unto the which 
Alujigbty God in his mercy bring us all, 
tbi <mgli Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom 
for ever be all glory and praise. Amen. 

The veiif (Jod of pmoe Mtnftify you 
vMly: atid I pray (:fou your u^fiofe spirit ^ 
and houl^ and My^ he pretn » ved bhmchss 
unto tile votmngofou^ LordJe&Ui CAnst.'^ 
Amen. 
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OF iNonsTav in oeneuai:.. 

Ecclks. i\. 10, — WhatMever thy hand 
Jindeth to do^ do it with (dl thy Wight. 

In St, Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, among 
divers excellent rules of life, prescribed by 
that great master, this is one, 

* 1 Tlitos V 23 


Be nut slothful in imsinesa^* or to 
business ; and in the second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, ampn^ other principal virtues 
or worthy accomplishments, for aboundlnff 
wherein the apostle oommendeth those 
Christians, he ranketh all dUigence^^ or 
industry exercised in all affairs and duties 
incumbent on them: this is that virtue, the 
practice whereof in this moral precept or 
advice the r<iyal Preacher doth recommend 
unto US; being indeed an eminent virtue, 
of very general use, and powerful influence 
upon the management of all our afPrirs, or 
in the conduct of our whole life. 

Industry, I say, in general, touching all 
matters incident^ which our hand fituleth to 
lio^ that 18 , which dispensation of Provi- 
dence doth offer, or which choice of rea- 
son embracGth, for employing our active 
power:> of soul and body, the Wise Man 
doth recommend ; and to pressing the ob- 
servance of his advice (waving all curious 
remarks, either critical or logical upon the 
words) I shall prescntlv ajiply my discourse, 
proposing divers considerations apt to ex- 
cite us thereto ; only first, let me briefly 
dcscril>c it, for our better apprehension of 
its true nrition and nature. 

By industry we understand a serious and 
steady application of mind, joined with a 
vigorous exercise of our ax'tive faculties, 
in prosecution of any reasonable, honest, 
useful design, in order to the accomplish- 
ment or attakiment of some eousiderable 
good ; as, for instance, a merchant is in- 
dustrious who eontinueth intent and active 
in driv iiig on his trade for acquiring wealth ; 
a soldier is indiLstrious who is watchful for 
occasion, and earnest m action, towar<l ob« 
laining the victory ; and a scholar is indus- 
trious who doth assiduously bend his mind 
to study for getting knowledge. 

Industry doth not consist merely in ac- 
tion; for that is incessant in all persons 
our mind being a restless thing, nevei 
abiding in a total cessation from thought 
or from design ;* being like a ship in the 
sea, jf not steered to some good purpose 
byreason, yet tossed by the waves of fancy, 
or driven by the winds of temptation some- 
wldthcr. 13 ut the direction of our muia 
to some good cud, without roving or fiincli- 
iiig, in a straight and steady course, draw- 
ing aflter it our active powers in exi*cution 
thereof, doth constitute industry ; the which 
therefore usually is attended witii labour 
and pain; for our mind (which naturally 
doth affect variety and liberty, being apt 

**l! rtv ztviidnu 0v» 
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to loathe familiar ohjects, and to be wearj 
of any constraint) is not easily kept in a 
constant attention to the samo thing ; 
the spirits employed in thought are prone 
to dutter and tly an ay, so that it is hard to 
fix them: and liie coqioreal instruments of 
a(*tion being strained to a high pitch, or 
detained in a tone, will soon ft el a lassitude 
ftijmewhat oflVnsive to nature ; whence la- 
bour or pain is commonly reckoned au iu- 
gi'cdient of industry; and laboriousness is 
a name signify iiig it ; upon which ac<*oant 
this virtue, as iiwohing labour, deserveth 
a peculiar commendation; it being then 
ino*->t laudable to follow the <lietatos of 
rtvuson, wlicn so doing is attended with dif- 
ficulty and trouble. 

Such in ^tlle^al I conceive to be the na^ 
ture of mdustiy; to the practice whereof 
the follow ing con sitlcrat ions maj induce. 

1. We iij.iy consider that industry doth 
h(fit the constitution and franie of our n.i- 
turc ; nil the lacidties of our soul and 
(organs of our body being adapted in a cun- 
gruity an<l tendency tin reto : our hands 
arc suited for work, our feet for travel, 
our senses to watch for occasion of pur- 
suing good and eschew ing ev il, our reason 
to }»lod and contrive ways of employing the 
other parts and powers ; all these, 1 aay, 
.‘u*e formed for action ; and that not in a 
loose and gadding way, or in a slack and 
riiniss degree, hut, in regard to determi- 
nate ends, with vigour ^e^£nisitc to attain 
them ; and especially our appetites do 
prompt to industry, as inclining to tilings 
wot ohUinahle witluiut it ; according to 
that aphorism of the Wise Man, 

V — The (hbhd of the sloth- 
ful kU/efh him^ for JiU hands refuse to la- 
bour;^ that is, he is ajrt to desire things 
which he cannot attain w ithout pains ; and, 
wot enduring tlum, he for want thereof 
doth feel a dtvidly smart and anguish: 
whcroiorc in not being industrious wo de- 
feat the intfurt of our ALikor ; w e perv ert 
his w(»rk jmd gifts; we forfeit the use ajwi 
benefit <d* our faculties; wc are bad hus- 
bands of nature’s stoik. 

2. In coU'jequeiioe hereto industry doth 
prescive and j>erfeot our uature, keeping 
it in good turn* and temper, improving and 
ad\anciug it toward its hc^i state. The 
labour of our iniiid in attentive meditation 
and study doth render it capable and patient 
of thinking upon any object or occaJon, 
doth polish and refiiK* it by use, doth en- 
k>rgi it by accession of habits, doth quicken 
and louse our spirits, dilating aud diffusing 
tlicm iu<o their proper channels. The very 
kibotu* of our body doth keep the organs 
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of action sound and clt*an, discussing fogs 
and superfluous humours, ojieiiing pas- 
sages, distributing nourishment, exciting 
vital heat: barring the me of it, no good 
constitution of soul or body can subsist ; 
but a foul rust, a dull uumhiiess, a resty 
listlessness, a heavy unwieldincss, must 
seize on us;* our spirits will he stifled and 
choked, our hearts will grow faint and 
languid, our parts w ill flag and decay ; the 
vigour of our mind and the healtl^ of our 
bo<ly will be much inipairt'd. 

It is with us as with other things in na- 
tive ,t which by motion are preserved in 
their native purity aud perfection, in their 
sweetness, in their lustre, rest corrupting, 
iltbasing, and (lefiling them. If tlie wafer 
runneth, it holdctli clear, sweet, and fi esh ; 
Imt stagnation turneth it into a noisome 
puddl(» : if the air be fanned by winds, it 
is pm*e and wholesomi* ; but from btdng 
shut up, it grow eth thick and putrid : if 
metals be employed, they abide smooth and 
spleinbd; but lay them up, and they soon 
contrjict rust : if the cai*th he belaboured 
with culture, it yieldeth corn • but, lying 
neglected, it will be overgrown w ith lirakcs 
and thistles ; J and the better its soil is, the 
ranker weeds it will produce ; all nature 
is uphold in its being, order, and state, by 
constant agitation; every creature is inces- 
santly employed in action conformable to 
its designed end and use ; in like mamier 
fhe preservation and improvement of our 
faculties depends on their constant exer- 
cise. 

3. As we naturally were compiised, to 
by divine appointment we w ere originally 
designed for industry ; God did notintemd 
that man should live idly, even in his best 
state, or should enjoy happiness without 
taking pains ; hut did provide work enough 
even ni paradise itself; for the Lord God 
(saith the text) took mmi^ and put him into 
the garden of LJde A to dress it and to keep 
il;^ so that had we continued' happy , we 
must have been ever busy, by our industry 
sustaining imr life, and securing our ])loa- 
sure; otherwise weeds might have ovor- 
gi'owii pai’adise, luid that of Solomon might 
have boon applicable to Adam; I wmit Ihj 
the field of the slothful^ and by the vineyard 
of the rmti void of understamhng ; and^ Lo^ 
it was alt grown over with thorns^ rnul net- 
ties had covered the face thereof'^ 
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4 . By our ironsgres^ion and fall the no- 
cesslty of iuduntry (together v, iih a difficulty 
of obtaining good, and avoiding ovil) waa 
inci'oabod to us ; being ordained both aA a 
just puiiishtuont for our olibnees, and as an 
expodioiit remedy of our needs: for there- 
upon tfie ground was cursed to bring forth 
thorns thistles to ns and it was our 
doom pronounced by God’s own mouth, 
In the meat of thy face shaU thou eat breads 
till thou return unio the ground.^ so that 
now labour is fatally natural to us ; now 
tuati (as Job saiih) is horn to labour^ as 
Ihe sparks fly upward (or, as the vulture's 
chiekem soar aloft according to the Greek 
interpreters,*) 

5. Accordingly, our condition and cir- 
oiunstanees in the world are so ordered 
as to require industry ; so lliat without it 
we cannot support our life in any comfort 
or convenience ; whence St. Paul’s charge 
upon the Thessalonians, that if any one 
would not mrhn neither should he eat,^ is in a 
manner a general law imposed on mankind 
by the I \igency of oiu* state, according to 
that of Solomon : 7'he idle soul shall sijfltr 
hunger ; and, The sluggard who will not 
plough la/ reason of the cvld^ shidl beg in 
harvest^ ami have nothing J 

( )!' all our many necessities, none can bo 
.supjdied without pains, wherein all men 
are obliged to boar a share ; every man is 
to work for his food, for his apparel, for 
all bis nceommodations, either iimuediately 
and dircefly, or by coTninutation and equi- 
'valciice; for the gentleman himself cannot 
(jt least worthily and inculpablj^) obtain 
them otherwise than by redeeming them 
fi'om the ploughman and the artificer, by 
coinpeu:»ation of other cores and pains con- 
ducible to public good. 

The wise poet did observe well when he 
said, 

Pater ipse colendi 

liaud liEU Uetti esae vlain ^ oluit.-* Cearg* I 

And St. Chrysostom doth propone the same 
observation, that God, to whul our mind,f 
and ke(*p us from moping, woubl not that 
w e nhould easily come by the fruits of the 
earth, without emjiloyiug much art and 
many pains; in order thereto there must 
be skill used in observing seasons, andpre- 

* 'AaX* itvdrbntsyt vUrau «««rAi’ wuertt ht yvrag C^ti- 
? k if-rofTtu. L\X luieip Add* great tra\ail (afi iliQ 
M 11 ol Mjiioh ftaith) L. erealod lur t>vury man 
> (ir tj<TiSTtu *T«viJ At)6gAi«r«, Sc* Lcclus xl 1 ,) 

Hii*l V }uUu u upon the sous ut Adauir Ac. 

t rettra tie xatnJmitrty Xtyxvuti a Bier, 

Ac. -Chrys in Act Hum 8 > 

cm is acui ns niortalm corda ; 

Ncc tPi ptr.; Si a>i '^aa legna ^ etcruo 

(uom 1 

f G«i hi. »7 " (ivn. Ml, 1» •» Joh. 7. 

> 2 liv lu. J pror. xU ir> , jk s 4 

VoL. 1, 


poring^ the ground ; there must be labour 
^ent in manuring, in delving, andplousli* 
ing; In sowing, in weeding, in fencing It; 
there must bo pidns taken in reaping, in 
gathering, in laying up, in thrasmuj; and 
dressing the frmt ere we can enjoy it ; so 
much industry is needful to got bread: and 
if we list to fare more daintily, we must 
either bunt for it, using craft and toil to 
catch it out of the woods, the water, Iho 
air; or we must carefully wait on tlioso 
creatures, of which we would serve our- 
selves, feeding them that they may feed us ; 
such iudustiy is required to present man- 
kind from starving. And to guard us from 
other inconveniences, mischiefs, and dan- 
gers surrounding us, it is no less requisite: 
for, to shelter us from impressions of wea- 
ther, we must spin, wo must weave, we 
must build ; and m order thereto we must 
scrapie into tlie bowels of the earth to find 
our tools; wo must sweat at the anvil to 
forge them for our use; we must frame 
arms to defend our safety and our store 
from Hie assaults of wild heasts, or of infire 
dangm^ous neighbours, wild men. To fur- 
nish accommodations for our curiosity and 
pleasure, or to provide for the convenicnoo 
aud ornament of our life, still greater mea- 
sures of industry are demanded ; to satisfy 
those intents, a thousand contrivances of 
art, a thousand ways of trade and business 
do servo, without which they are not at- 
tainable. In whatever condition any man 
is, in whsi state soever he be placed, what- 
soever calling or way of life he doth em- 
brace, some peculiar business is thence 
imposed on him, which he cannot with any 
advantage or ^od success, with any grace, 
with any cointort to himself, or satisfuctiou 
to others, manage without conipi^ent in- 
dustry : nothing will go on of itself, w ithout 
our caro to direct it, and our pains to hold 
it and forwai'd it in the riijht course: all 
which things show that dlvmc wisdom did 
intend that we should live in tlie exercise 
of industry, or not well without it; having 
so many ni*(ds to be supplied, so many de- 
sires to be apjieased thereby ; being exjiusod 
to so many troubles and difficulties, from 
which wc cannot extricate oui’selves with- 
out It. But further yet, 

6. Li^ us consider that mdustry hath 
annexed thereto, b) divine appointment 
and promise, the fairest fruits, and tho 
richest rewards: all good things (bdiig 
either sue U in tlioinselves, t r mad<* such by 
human esteem) arc the fruits of industry ; 
ordered to sprout from it , under the pro- 
tfK^tioti aud infiuenee of God's blcs.-lug 
which coiumonlv doth attend it. 



460 OP INDUSTRY IN GENERAL. [ni kmon* i.. 


All good things, indeed, are the ^fb of 
God, and freely lUspenaed hy bU bftnd ; but 
be doth not give them absolutely without 
condition, nor miraculously without oon- 
nirrencc* of ordinary means ; by sup|X)orting 
our active powers, and supphing needful 
aid to our endeavours; by mreetilng and 
upholding us in the course of cut action; 
by preventing or removing obstacles that 
might cross us ; by ^antin^ that iinal suc- 
cess wliich dependeth on bis pleasure, he 
doth confer uiem on uS; our hand com- 
monly is God's hand, by which he worketh 
good and reachelh out benedts to uv : go^ 
verning and wielding it as he pleaseth> 
Godj indeed, could not well proceed 
otherwise in dispensmg his fhvours to us ; 
not wcU, 1 say ; that is, not without sub- 
verting the method of things which him- 
self hath established ; not without slighting 
and voiding bis own first bounty, or ren- 
dering the common gifts of nature (our 
reason, our senses, our active powers) vain 
and useless ; not without maJ^g us inca- 
pable of any praise, or any reward,* which 
suppose works achieved by our earnest en- 
deavour ; not without depriving us of that 
sweetest content, which springeth from 
ei^oying the fruit of our labour. 

Heuee it is, that whatever in holy scrip- 
ture 18 called the jdfk of God, is otherwhiJe 
afiirmed to he the effect of industry ; It 
being the usual condition upon which, 
and tlie instrument whereby, divine Pro- 
vidence conv^eth good thin]» to us:t 
what God said to Joshua, doth imply the 

r ioral method of his proceeding, Only 
thou strong and courageous — that thoU 
mayest prosper whithersoever thongoest,^ 
Hence whatever wc are directed to pray 
for, we are also exhorted to work for ; J 
dodaring thereby, that we arc serious in 
our devotion, and do not mock God, ask- 
ing that of him which we deem not worth 
our pains to acquire. It was well said of 
Cato in Sallust, Vigilando^ agendo^ hme 

cemsutendo^ prospere amnia ^unt: ubi 

soeardm te cAgue ignavia tradideris ne* 
qmcquam d^t implores; irati^ iufesiique 
suntf We are bid to pray even for our 
daily bread, yet we may starve if wc do 
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not work for it ; and in St. Paul's judg. 
ment deserve to do so. 

Hence we are bound to thank God for 
all those things, for the want of which we 
must thank ourselves, and condemn our 
own sloth. 

Hence, although we should cast our care 
on God, and rely on his providence, being 
soticitouB foi* nothing; yet we must not 
so trust him as to tempt him, by neglecting 
the means, which he doth offer, of reliev- 
ing ourselves ; to be presumptuously sloth- 
fill being no less blomeable, than to be 
distrubtfully careful. 

Hence God in all such ca<«es, when wc 
do need any good thing, is said to be our 
helper and succouror to the obtaining it ; 
which doth imply that we must cooperate 
with him, and join our fi^rces to those 
which he doth afford ; so that as we can 
do nothing without him, so he will do no- 
thing without us ; yea, so that sometime 
we are said also to help God ; Curse ye 
Meroz, curse ye Intterly the inhabitants 
thereof; because they came not io the kelp 
of the Lord^ to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty,^ If ever God doth perform 
all without human labour conspiring, it is 
only in behalf of those who are ready to 
do their best, but unable to do any thing, 
being overpowered by the insuperable diffi- 
culty of things: but he never doth act 
miracles, or control nature ; he never doth 
stretch forth hb arm, or interpose special 
power, in favour of wilful and affected 
sluggards. 

In fine, it b very plain both in common 
experience, declaring the course of provi- 
dence, and in holy scripture, expressing 
God's intention, that Almighty God doth 
hold forth all good things as the prizes 
and recompenses of our vigilant care, and 
painful endeavour ; as by surveying parti- 
culars wo may clearly discern. 

Nothing is more grateful to men, than 
proeperous success in their undertakings, 
whereby they attain their ends, satisfy 
their desires, save their pains^ and come 
off with credit ; this commonly is the effect 
of industry ] (which comman^h fortune, 
to which all things submit and serve^, and 
so^ce ever b found without it : an indus- 
trious person, who as such b not apt to 
attempt things impossible or unpractlcable, 
can hardly fail of compassing ms designs, 
because he will apply all means requisdte, 
and bend all hb forces thereto; striving to 
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break tliroogb aU 'diBculties, and to sub- by bis own band, as the most proper in- 
due all oppobitiom thwarting his pua^ stniment, mketh him rich, when the 
but nothW of worth or weight m be a- Preacher said, Thm it a man to whom Ood 
chieved with half a mind, wiili a fkint hea^, hndh gieen richst and w&aUh^* he knew well 
with a lame endeavour : any enterprise enoimb what man it was, to whom God 
undertaken without resolution, mimaged ^veth them ; and that sinmrds were not 
without care, prosecuted without vigw, nt objects d that liberality : for he had 
will easily be dashed, and prove abcj^ve, observed it to be their doom to be poor 
endii^ in di^pointxnent, damage^ dis- and beggarly, their nature to waste and 
grace, and dissadsfaction : so the Wise embezzle an estate: he could assure us, 
Man doth assure us : The soul (saith he) that drowsiness shall clothe a man vith rags; 
of the sluggard deSireth^ and hoik nothing ; he could propound it as a certain observa* 
hut tlw soul of the diluent shall he made tfon, that he uAo is sbthful in his work is 
fat ;® the one pineth away with ineffectual hrofher to a great waster;* or that want of 
and iVuitlebb desires ; the other thrivoth industry in our business will no less impair 
upon satisfaction in prosperous success. our estate, thon prodigality itself ; he could 
Plentiful accommodations for our suste- mmte than once warn the slothful, that if 
nance and convenience all men will agree be did sleep o»,” or persist in his sluggish 
to be very desirable ; ** and these are in- way, indi^cy would surprise and seize 
deed tho bh'ssings of Him who msiieth the on him with an insupportable violence: So 
^arth and enru'hetkit; who croumeth the (mih ho) shall fhy poverty wme as one 
year with his goodness^ and whose clouds tranelleth^ and thywmt <vs m armed fnaru*^ 
diop futnnsi^ but they are so dispensed Another darUnu of human affection (and 
1)} Heaven, that industry must concur a jewel indeed of considerable worth and 
Therewith in deriving them to us, and sloth use in our life) is honour, or reputation 
will debai* us of them ; for Ac, saith the among men : this also plainly, afW the 
holy Oracle, that tilleth his land shall he common reason and course a£ things, is 
satisfied vnth bread i and the thougMs of purchased and preserved by industry : fur 
the dlligetU ahiw tend to plenteoimess ; Imt he that aspireth to worthy tldngs, and as- 
the slugy^^ard shall beg in harvest, and hosve sayeth laudable designs, pursui^ tiiem 
nothing ; and the idle soul skdH suffer steadily with serious applicadon of heart, 
kuwget.'^ and resolute activity, will rarely fhil of 

Wealth is that which generally men of good success, and consequently Will not 
all tbjngs are wont to affect and covet with miss honour, winch ever doth crown vie- 
n) 0 Ht iirdent desh'e, as tlie great storehouse tory ; and if he should hap to M in his 
of their needs and coiivemences, the sure design, yet he will not bse hb credit ; for 
bulwark of their state and dignity ; the having meant well, and done hb best, all 
universal iustruinent of compassing will ready to excuse, many to commend 
desips and pleasures ; and most evident it him ,* the verj* qualities which industiy doth 

is, that in the natural course of things, In- exercise, and the effects which it doth pro- 
dustry is the way to acquire it, to secure duce, to beget honour, as being ornaments 

it, to improve and enlarge it; the which of our person and state. God himself (fV<yn 
course, pursued innocently and modestly, whom honmr consethf and whose special 
God will be so far from oMtructing, imt prerogative it is to bestow it, he, as King 
he will further and bless it ; for that in- of the world, being the fountain of honour) 
deed it would be a flaw in providence, if will be concerned to dignify au industrious 
honest industiw, using the means it afford- management of hb giib with that natural 
6th, should fail of procuring a competency; and proper recompense thereof ; condoct- 
which joined with a pious contentedness, ing him who fairly treadeth in tlie path of 
in St. Paul’s computation, b great wealth, honour, that he shall safely arrive unto it. 
WherefwealthonghSolomonteUethusthat It b therefore a matter of easy observa- 
ttwhksHngoftheun^isthatwhkhmaheth tion, which Ihe wbe prince doth prompt 
rich ; yet doth he not forget or contradict us to mark : Seest thou a rfum diligeid in 
himself, wheii he also dom aflirm, that the his business f he shedl stand befitt Ungs ; 
hand of the diluent maheth rick ; and that he shall not stand before mean men : ^ mat 
he whogatheretk by labottr shall increase;^ b, <l%ence, as it b the fairest, so h b the 
because God blesseth the industrioub, and | surest way to the best preflerment: to it 
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OF mDtrSTRY m GENERAL. 


[rvauom l. 


a man for anfloytooftt, $soA rm^ 
a<»*et]i blm useful to the lir^, eo H will 
l>rocure worthy ei^oloymeut tw «od 
attract the world to nim; as^tbe ainoae great 
author again doth assert : 7%e hand 
he) ofw dUigeid shtdi bewr rafe^r go 
honohrafale a thbg is iadtustry li»e% that 
an ei^erdse thereof in the meanest rank is 
productive of esteem, as the Wise Man 
agun doth observe and teU ns: Me thm 
tofdieih m hU (that Is, with dlltgence 
attendeth on the business committed to 
him) ekdU he honoured.^ 

No industrious man is contemjpfabte ^ for 
he Is ever looked upon as being m a way of 
thriving, of working himself out from any 
straits, of advancing himself into a better 
condition. But without industry we cannot 
expect any thing but dmrespect, shame, and 
reproach^ which arc the certain portion of 
the slothful ; he not having the heart to 
enterprise, or the resolution and patience 
to aonieve any tiling deserving regard, or 
apt to procure it ; he wanting all the or- 
naments and good fi^uits that grow from 
industry ; he being only fit for a sordid 
and servile condition ; whence the shthfal 
(smth Solomon) AM he mder tribute f and, 
Me that (fkepeth in harvest is a em that 
nmedh shame he causeth it to his rela- 
tions by his beggarly accoutrements, be 
causeth it muon more to hhnself by his 
despicable fiudtiness, and by the disgraoe- 
fiijQ consequimcea of it. 

Another yet more jpreoiour good, ihr 
surpassing all external advantages of our 
^ state i the which, in the judgment of him 
" who (together with it having a full posses- 
sion m m secular prosperity, wealth, dig- 
nity, aiid power) was best ablo to prixe it, 
is Sitter than rubies^ and incomparably doth 
eaUcei att thirds that may he demred^ as 
ennobling, enriching, and cmbellisliing our 
better part: wisdom, 1 moan, or a good 
eomprehomdop and idght jud^ent about 
matters of highest importance to ns, is the 
pridie of industry, and not to bo gained « ith- 
otti itj nature conferreth little thereto,* 
fortune contributoth much less ; it cannot 
be bought at any rate ; It eanmt 
Job) he gotten far gold^ unthpr shaU silver 
he useighed for the prite tfu reof. R cannot 
he eaked mth the gold &f Ophir^ with the 




of&pring of watchful observation and ex- 
perience, of serious meditation and study; 
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of careful reflection on things^ marking, 
comparing, end we^luhg tiu^ nature, 
their WQtm, tiieir tendencies and conse*. 
quenceai these are needful to the getting 

wisdom, because truth, which h seek- 
eth, cotimionly doth nut lie in the surface, 
obvious to a superfleial glanoe, nor only 
dependeth on a iStnple contideratidn of few 
thmgs ; but is lodged deep in the bowels 
of things, and under a knotiy complication 
of vanous matters ; so that we mmt dig 
to come at it, and labour in unfolding it : 
nor is it an easy tadt to vmd the pri^umccb 
springing from incKnation or temper, freon 
education or custom, from peation and in- 
terest, which cloud the mind, and obstruct 
the attainment of wisdom. 

If we will have it, we must get it as 
Solomon himself did, that great master of 
it. How was that? /gave (saith he) in?/ 
heart to knew wtsdbm. He who made it his 
option and oholoe before all things ; wlio 
HO earnestly and so happily did pray for it ; 
upon whom it is so expresdy said, tiud God 
in a special manner and plenttiul measure 
dad bestow it;^ who averretii God to bo 
the sole donor of it (for, The Zord^ saith 
he, gtveth wisdom^ out ofhis mouth cometh 
knemedge anti understanding;^) yet even 
he did f&st give bis heart to it before it was 
given into his heart : be did not only gape 
for it, to receive it by mere infUsion ; but 
he worked and studied hard for it. He 
was indeed a great student, an inquisitive 
searcher into nature, a curious observer of 
the world, a profound considerer and com- 
parer of things ; and by that industrious 
course, promoted by divine blessing, he did 
arrive to that great stock of so renowned 
a wisdom. 

And tite same method it is which he pre- 
scribeth to us forgetting it; exhorting us, 
tiiat we incline our ear unto wisdmn^ and 
apply our heart to vnderstmdxng ; that we 
cry after knowledge^ and up our pone 
for understanding; that we seek her as scL 
ocr, and search /mrherm for kid treasure;^ 
in following which coarse he doth assure 
us of good success ; for, then (saith he) 
shalt thou understand the par of the Lord^ 
and find the knowledge of Qm^ which is 
the head or chief part m wisdom: and, 
Bkssed (saith he a^n, in the person and 


me, wasidm^ vmy at mygaifyw^ 
waiting at the posts of m doors. Mr he 
Alt jkdeth me findeth Ufa^ and AM oth 
tarn favowr of the Loid^ It is tfce way 
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he Mupposeth of finding wisdom, to ivatch 
a&siduouoly, to wait diligently upon the 
moaiie of attaiiiingheF; and how tn&lHble 
the acquii»t of her is thenpl^f ^ doth again 
bv his mouth thus noquamt ua ; I /Me them 
that lave mof and thane that mh m wh/ 
i>hall Jtnd me; mml she (aaith Ua imitaitor) 
i» easnl^ seen of them ihed htie ker^ md 
fintnd ofsvehaeseeh her: wimo mh^k her 
early shaU hme ^ great trood: for he 
shaS find her sitting at his doors,^ 

This indeed la the only way idlenoaa U 
not capable of so richand noble a purchase : 
a slothful person may be conceited, yea, 
needs must be so ; but hecau never be wise : 
A alifggord (saith Solomon) ta wiser zn hU 
otm conceit than seven men that can render 
a reas<m^ This conceit of viisdom is a 
natural issue of Lis iguoranoe; and it la 
indeed no siuall part of his folly that he 
doth not perceive it ; being no less stupid 
in reflection on his own mind, than in con- 
sideriug other matters: being always in a 
slumber, he will often full into such plea- 
sant dreams ; and no wonder that he should 
presume upon abundance of knowledge, 
who not listing to take any pains in the 
s<>arch or discussion of things, doth snatch 
the first appearances, doth embrace every 
suggestion of his fancy, every conoeit gra- 
tify ing his humour, for truth. 

What sitoul<l I speak of learning, or the 
knowledge of various things, transceudhig 
vulgar apprehension? Who knoweth not 
that we cannot otherwise reach any part 
of that, than by assiduous study and con- 
temjilattoi] ? Who doth not find that all the 
power in the world is not able to oooxunand, 
nor all the wealth of the Indies to purchase 
one notion? Who can be ignorant that no 
wit alone or strength of parts con suffice, 
without gnat industry, to firanie any sci- 
enw, to learn any one tongUOj to know the 
hibtory of nature or of ProvUence? It is 
certainly by Horace's method,* 
tuUt» &oitqUB puer, 

by much exercise and endurance of pains, 
tiiat anyone can arrive to the mark ofbeing 
learned or skilful in any sort of knoa le^e. 

Put tether yet, virtue, the noblest eii- 
dowment and richest possession whereof 
man is capable; the glory of our nature, 
the boauiy of our soul, the goodliest orna- 
munt and tl>e firmest support of our life ;t 
that also is the firuit tinu blesstiig of indus- 

* <itii enpH opfiaiam earsu contingero metam, 
UuliatiiiUti tocasac utrar, BudMit «s aisit 
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Wry; that of all things most indbpenaaUy 
doth need and require it ltdoth iiptgrow 
In as by nature, nor befall us by te&nO; 
for xiature is so far tern producing it, that 
it yield^ mighty obstacluh and resistances 
to its birth, mere being in the best dispo^ 
sitions much aversencss from good, and 
^at proneness to evil; fortune doth not 
mrthar its acquists, but caaU>th in rubs aiid 
binderanoes thereto, every condition pre-* 
sentii^ its aUurements or its affirightmeuts 
firom it ; all things within us and about us 
•conspire to render its production and its 
practice laborious. 

It ib (’tis truej a gift of Heaven, and 
cannot be obtained without a special iufiu- 
enco of ditnne grace; but it is as 
chUdiv^n are (of whom it is said, 2o, chil* 
dtm are an ^itage of the Lord: uacl f/ic 
fndt of the toofob is his reward^^) not witli* 
out sofe travidl and labour of the mother, 
not without grievous difficulty and pangs 
in the birth. Xu our conversion to cm* 
brace virtue, God dotli guide us ; but to 
what? to idt btUl? No; to walk, to run iu 
hib wa^b : grace doth move u&, but where- 
to? to do nothing? No ; but to stir, and act 
vigorously ; The holy Sjdrit doth help owr 
isfirmties:^ but how could it help tliem, 
if we did not our best, thou^ weak, 

endeavours with its operations ? To what 
doth It or cohelp us, but to 

strive agamt stn, to work HghieoKsness^ to 
ptwform duty With earnest intention of 
mind, and laborious activity? Ood (saith 
St. Chrysostom) hath parted virtue with wt^ 
and neither hath left all to he in us^ lest we 
^ould he elated to pridoj nor hunse^ hath 
taken all, lest we should decline to shtk,% 

Indeed the very nature and obsence of 
virtue doth consist in the most difficult and 
painful efforts of sonl ; in the extirpating 
rooted prejudices and notions from our 
niiderstanding; in bending a stiff will, and 
rectifying crooked incliiuilions ; in over- 
ruling a rebellious temper ; iu curbing ea- 
ger and importunate appetites ; in taming 
^d passions; iu withstanding violent 
temptations; in surmounliug nmy diffi- 
culties, and sustaining many troubles ; in 
struggling with various uiu‘uly lusts witli- 
in, and encountering many stout onemias 
abroad, which assault our reason, and mtr 
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t^gaaut mir mi!: iiiiQdi«xer<mB its VBfj 
being Ikth; %ts birth, ha gromk iti aiib* 
aiatenoe daj^deth on thm} so wt {irom 

any discoihlnuanoe or renuM^ of ftem 

it woDLld soon, decay, langmah away, and 
pexiah. 

What attention, what drcmnu^tion, 
and vtgilancy of mind, what iateation of 
apirit, what foroe of resolvtioa, what coiob- 
mimd and care over ourselvee doth it re- 
quire, to keep our hearts iipom vaia thoughts 
and evil desires; to guard our tongue from 
wanton, uiyuht, uncharitable discourse i to 
order our stem uprightly and steadily in 
all tiie paths ox duty^ KW t* 
riff , and what (as St* Chrysostom 
asketh) cfall thin^f: belonging to virtue is 
not hbortousf^ It L no small task to know 
it, wherein it consisteth, and what it de- 
mandeth of us; it is a far more painful 
thing to conform our practice unto its rules 
and dictates. 

If travelling in a rough way;* if climb- 
ing up a steep hill; if combating stern 
foes, and %htmg shs^ battles ; if crossing 
the grain of our nature^ and derires ; if 
conmuaUy holding a strict rein over all 
our parts and powers, be things of labour 
and trouble, then greatly such is the prac- 
tioe of virtue. 

Indeed each virtue hath its peculiar dif- 
needing much labour to master it; 
Faith is called the work of 

fmihi^ and it is no such easy work as may 
be imagined, to bring our heartt» unto a 
thorou^ persuasion imout truths crossing 
our sensum conceits, and controlling our 
jraevish humours; unto a perfect submis- 
sion of our understanding, and resignation 
of our will to whatever God teaobeth or 
preseribeth; to a firm resolution of ad- 
hering to that profession, which exaoteth 
of ns so much pains, and exposeth us to so 
many troubles. 

Charity is also a laborious exerrise of 
many go^ works; and he that will ptac- 
tise It must in divers ways labour hardly: 
he must laibour in voiding from his so^ 
many dispositions deeply radicated tberem 
by nature, opinion, and custom; envy, fro- 
wardness, stubbornuoss, perverse, and vain 
selfishness; from whence wrath, revenge, 
s{4te, and malice do spring forth. He must 
labour in effectual performance of all good 
offices, and in catching all occasions of do- 
h*g good;® be must exert that ftmv &y»- 
ern% that labour of love^ whereof St. Paul 
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doth speak; ® he mi^ (as that holy apostle 
direoteth, not only in {u«eoe^, but by his 
own practice) work with his own hands, 
that he may supply the wants of his neigh- 
bour. 


Hopeitself (which one would think, when 
OTouxided well, should be a no less easy 
&aa pleasant dnty) doth need much labour 
to preserve it sue, straight, and stable, 
among the many waves and billows of temp- 
tation assaying to shake and subvert it; 
whence a j^twnce of hope is recommended 
to ub;^ and we so often are exhorted to 
hold it fast, to keep it sure, firm, and im- 
shaken to the end. 

Temperance also surely demandeth no 
small pains it being no dight business to 
check our medy appetites, to shun the en- 
ticements of pleasure, to escape the snares of 
company and oxamplo, to support the ill 
will and reproaches of those scalots and bi- 
got<( for vice, who cannot tolerate an) non- 
conformity to their extravagances; but, as 
St. Peter doth express it, think it strange^ 
if others do not run wUh them to the same 
eecesi of riot ^ speaking ill of them for it.** 

What should I speak of meekness, of pa- 
tience, of humility, of contentedness ? Is it 
not manifest how laborious those virtues 
are, and what pabs are necessary in the 
obtiuning in the exercise of them? what 
pains, 1 say, they require in the voidance 
of fond conceits, in the suppression of fro- 
ward humours, in the queUii^ fierce pas- 
mona, in the brooking grievous crosses and 
adversities, in the beanng heinous injuries 
and affronts? 

Thus doth all virtue require much in- 
dustry, and h therefore necessarily must 
itself be a great virtue, which is the mother, 
the nurse, the guardian of all virtues ; yea, 
which indeed is an ingredient and consti- 
tutive part of every wtue; for if virtue 
were easily attainable or practicable with- 
out a good measure of pains, how could it 
be virtue? what excellency could it have, 
what praise could it claim, what reward 
could it expect? God hath indeed made the 
hernt things not easily attainable, hath set 
them high out of our reach, to exercise 
our industry in getting them, that we might 
rai^ up ourselves to them, tliat being ob- 
tained, they may the more deserve our es- 
teem, and his reward. 

Lastly, The sovereign good, the last 
scope of our actions, the top and sum of 
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our dosirejs, ha^pinm ItfteK, or etetmal life 
in perfect rcbt Joy, 4 ad glory; although it 
bo the supreme gift of God, and speckil 
boon of diviue grace (*ri U 
But^ saith St. Paul, the gift of Chd'sgraee 
*V eternal life;)* yet it also by God himp^ 
self is declared to be the result and reward 
of industry ; for we are conpnanded to work 
out our saloatian wilh fear and tremhlir^^ 
and to gwe lUhgenee in waking our calH^ 
and election sure, by virtuous pructico ; and , 
God (saith Paul) wiU render to eoery maen 
according to his works ; to them who, by pa>^ 
tient ivnlimanae m welhdoing^ se^ h glory ^ 
and honour^ andimmortalUv^ eternal Ufa* 
and, in the close of God’s book, it is pro- 
claimed, as a truth of greatest moment, 
and special point of God’s ill, Blessed ore 
they that do his commandments^ that they 
ma^ fame right to the tree of life. It is 
plainly industry, which climbetb the holy 
mount; it is industry, which taketh tne 
kingdom of heanm by force; it is industry, 
winch w runneth as to ohtam the prize, 
which so fighteth as to '^etmve the crown, 
which so watcheih as to secure oim ever- 
lasting interest to us.* 

Thus do the choicest good thii^, of 
which wo are capable, spring ^oui indus- 
try, or depend upon it ; and no consider- 
able good can be attained without it: tlius 
all the gifts of God are it conveyed to 
us, or are rendered in beneficial to 
us ; for the gift i of nature are but capaci- 
ties, which it improveth ; the ^ifts of for- 
tune or providence are but mstriunents, 
which it empln;^eth to our use ; the gifts of 
grace are the supports and succours of it ; 
and the very gift of glory is its fruit and 
recompense. 

There are further se\eral other material 
considerations aiid weighty motives to the 
ractice of this duty, which meditation 
ath suggested to me : but these, in regard 
to your patience, must suffice at present; 
the other (together with an application 
proper to our condition and calling) being 
reserved to another occasion. 


SERMON LT. 

OF INDUBTET IN GUHEEAL. 

Ecclss. ix. 10. — Whatsoecer thy hand 
fndeth to do, do it with all thy might. 

iNDuatET, which the divine Preacher in 


of a very diffiislve nidure and inffueuce; 
strotchin^ itself through all our affiurs, and 
twiatuig Itself with every conoeni we have ; 
so that no busbess can be well managed, 
no design accomplished, no good obtaFned 
without it: it therefore behoveth us to con- 
ceive a high opinion of it, and to inure our 
souls to the practice of it, upon all oecuu 
sions; in furtherance of which purposes 1 
formerly, not long since, did propound se- 
veral motives and inducements ; and now 
proceeding on, shall represent divers other 
ocmsiderauons serviceable to the same end. 

1« We may consider that industry is 
productive or ease itself, and |)r6ventlve 
of trouble: it was no less solidly, than 
acutely imd smartly advised by the philo- 
sopher Oates,* Whether (said he) lahour 
he to be chosen, labour ; or udwther it be to 
be eschewed, lebour, tM thou mayest not 
labour; far by not labouring, labour is not 
escaped, hut is rather pursued ; and St. 
Chrysostom t doth upon the same oom>i- 
doration urge industry, because sloth (saith 
he) is wont to spoil us, and to yield us muck 
pom. No man can cozen nature, escapbg 
the labour to which he was bom ; bat ra- 
ther attempting it, will delude himself, then 
finding most, when he shunneth all labour* 
Sloth indeed doth affect ease and quiet, 
but by affreibg them doth lose them ; it 
hateth labour and trouble, but by hating 
them doth bcur them ; it is a self-destroy- 
bg vice, not suffering those who dieriw 
it to be idle, but creating much work, and 
multiplying pams unto them; engaging 
them into divers necessities and straits, 
which they cannot support with ease, and 
out of wLich, without extreme trouble, 
they cannot extricate themselves : Of tliis 
the Preacher doth afford us a plain instance : 
By much slothfulness (saith he) the buildtng 
deccyeth, and thtough idleness of the hands 
the house droppeth through.*- A littie care 
taken at first about repairbg the house, 
would have saved its decay aiul ruin, and 
consequently the vast eharg<* and trouble 
beconung needful to re-cdifv it : and the 
like doth happen in most other oases and 
oo4*urrcnccs of life: idleness conimonly 
doth let slip opportunities and advantag«»i, 
which eamiot with eahe be retrieved; it 
letteth things fail into a bad case, out of 
which they can hardly be reco\ercd» 

The certain consequences of it (dii^aoe, 
penury, want of experience, distobligiug 


this text recommendeth to us, is a virtue 
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and losing friffnds^ with dl the like mis- 
oa«inc»t bo suiirpwitod idth^^ much 
disquiet ; and ftoy disable a man from 
redi^ng the Inconvemeitces into which 
lie is plunged. 

But induntry, by a little voluntary labour 
taken in due place and eeaaon, doth save 
much necessary labour ailerward, and by 
moderate care doth prevent intolerable 
distress ; and the fruits of it (weblth, re- 
citation, skill, and dexterity in afiairs, 
friendships, all advantages of fortune) do 
enable a man to pass Tiis life with great 
ease, comfort, and delight. 

2. Industry doth beget ease, by procu- 
ring good habits, and facility of actiig 
things expedient for us to do. By taking 
pains to-day, we sludl need less pams to- 
morrow ; and by continuing the exercise, 
within a while we shall need no pains at 
all, but perform the most difficult tasks of 
duty, or of benefit to us, with perfect ease, 
}ea commonly with great pleasure. What 
sluggish people account hard and irksome 
(as to rise early, to hold dose to study or 
business, to bear some hardship) will be 
natural and sweet ; as proceeding from 
another nature, raised in us by use. 

Industry doth breed assurance and cou- 
rage, needfhl for the undei^kiug and 
prosecution of all necessary business, or for 
the performance of all efuties incumbent 
on us. 

No man con quite decline business, or 
disengage himself from duty, without in- 
finite £(.mage and mischief accruing to 
himself: but these an industrious man 
(confiding in this efficacious quality) will 
set upon with alacrity, and despatch with 
facility, his diligence voiding obstacles, and 
smeoming tlie way to him ; wheua«i idle- 
ness, finding some difficulties, and fancying 
more, sooti disheartoneth, and causeth a | 
man to desist from action, rather choosing 
to or ouch under the burden, than by en- 
deavour to cany it through, to dischargo 
himself thereof ; whence, as to an i.«dui»- 
trious man things seeming difficult will 
prove easy, so to a slothful person the cat- 
siest things will appear impossible; ao- 
eordiqg to Solomons observation: TAe 
wcaf (soith ho) of (f slothfitl mm* is an 
heage of tkoms^ hut tfw %oay of Me upright 
is made plain ; whereas a slothful man, 
being apt to neglect his obligations, is 
opposed to an upright man, who hath a 
consrionable regard to them, and is wilU ! 
ing to take pains in the discharge of them : 
so it is declared, that to the one the way 

* Syr* Prov 19 Jt mi 
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iH rough and thorny ; to the other, beateij^ 
and expedite. 

And again, T/ieelof^uhnm (boith he) 
doth is a Hon without, I shall 

he slain in the streets. *f be is very apt to 
conceit, or to pretend in^nary difficutttes 
and hazards, and thence to be deteried 
from going about his business, or doing 
Ids duty. This consideration St. Chn- 
sostom doth propose, exciting^to an eaimest 
ursuit of virtue ; b^use, There is (^aith 
e) nothing so easy which our great hhtk 
doth not represent tery grievous and bar- 
dmstmc; nothing so painful and diffifult, 
which diligence and umlingness do not show 
to he eery easy, j; 

3. Wo may consider that indu«*ti7 w ill 
sweeten all our enjoyments, and scas(»n 
them widi a gi^ateful relish; for as no 
man con well enjoy himself, or find sound 
content in any thing, while business or 
duty lie unfinished on his hand ; so when 
he hath done his best toward the despatch 
of his work, he will then comibitab)^ take 
Ids ease, and enjoy his pleasure ; dicn his 
food doth taste sa\ourily, then his di\er- 
tisements and recreations have a lively 
giwtfulncss, tlien bis sleep is very sound 
and pleasant, according to that of the 
Preacher, The steep of a labouring mm 
ismeeU^ 

4. Especially those accommodations 
prove moat delightful, which our industry 
oath procured to us ; we looking on them 
with a special tenderness of aficction, as 
on the ctuldrcn of our enduavoui' ; we be- 
ing sensible at what costs of care and pam 
we did pui'chase them. If a num gettetb 
wealth by fraud or violence, if he riseth to 

roferment by flattery, detraction, or any 
ad arts, he can never taste any goo<l 
savour, or find sound comfort in them ; || 
and from what cometh merely by chance, 
os there is no commendation duo, so much 
satisfaction will not arise. It is the Wuse 
Man*s observation, The shUful man roast- 
eth not that which he took tn hmting^* and 
therefore it cannot be very grateful to him ; 
but, addeth he, the substance of u diligent 
nmi is ptecious; that is, what a man com- 
passeth by honest industry, that he is apt 
highly to pinze ; he triumplieth in it, and 
(in St. Paul's sense innocently) boasteth 

t Prov. xxii 13 j xx^i IJ tl^t^cu-iZtnUy *eu Xyu 
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hufdoletb a soKd pleasare and a 
pinre ootnplaooncy thcrdn: tbe mannef of 
Kcttin^ it doth tnore ]deas^ hitti than the 
thin)^ itaelf ; as true hunters do love the 
sport more than the (juarryt and generous 
warriors more rejoice in the victory than 
in the spoil ; for our ana?, as St. Chrpos- 
tom diseourseth, is mare e^kudmth tkt)se 
thb^s^ for ttkkh it 4aiA laboured; jfbr 
whiek reason^ addeth bo^ God hath mixed 
labours with virtue Uself^ that he might 
dear it to its,* Yea, further, 

5. The very exercihe of industry imme- 
diately in itself is delightild, and hath an 
innate satisfaction, which temnereth all 
annoyances, and even ingratiatetn the pains 
going with it. 

The very settlement of our mind on fit 
objects, or its acquiescence in determinate 
action, conducing to a good end, whereby 
we are freed of doubt, distraction, and fas- 
tidious listlessnesb, doth minister content. 

The reflection Uj^n om* having embraced 
a wise choice, our proceeding in a fiur way, 
our being m chose of a good purpose^ doth 
breed complacence. 

To consider that we arc spending our 
time accountably, aifid improving our ta- 
le nts to good acfvantage (to tbe 6er\ice of 
God, the benefit of our neighbour, the bet- 
tering of our own state), is very cbeerii^ 
and comfortable. 

And wliereas m all labour ^ as the Wise 
Man teller h u». there is the fore- 

sight of that profit afibroeth pleasure, the 
foretasting the good fruits of our industry 
is very delicious. 

Hope, indeed, doth ever wait on indus- 
try : and what is more delightful than hope? 
'I'hia is the incentive, the support, the con- 
diment of aJl honest labour in virtue 
V hereof the husbandman toil^, the mer- 
chant trudgelh, the scho^ plo^eth, the 
soldier dareih with alacrity and courage, 
not resenting any pains, nor regarding any 
hi^ds, which attend their undertakmga: 
this the holy apostles tell us did enable them 
with joy to sustain all their painful work 
and hazardous warfare ; eiijoining us also 
as to work with fetor ^ so to r^oire in hopeJ 

In fine, industry doth free us firom great 
displeasure, by redeeming us from tlio mo- 
lestations of idleness, which is the most 
tedious and irkhomc thing in the world, 
racking our soul with anxious suspense and 
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pepplering distraction;* 8tar>hig it for 
want of s&sfiictoiw entertainment, or oafi- 
sitig it to feed on ns own heart by doleful 
considerations; infesting it with crowds of 
firhrolous, melancholic, troublesome, sting- 
ingtfaoug^hts; galling it with a sense of our 
squandering away precious time, cf car 
slipping 6ir opportunities, of our not using 
the abilities and advantages granted us, to 
any profit or fruit: whence St. Chrysostom 
saith very truly, that there U nothing more 
unpleasant y more painful^ more miserable^ 
than a man that hath nothing to do : Is 
not this (saith he) worse than ten thousand 
chains^ to hang in suspense^ and be eouti^ 
nuaUy gaping y looking on those who are pre- 
sent^\ Indeed, the strictest imprisonment 
is fkr more tolerable, tlian being under 
restraint by a lazy humour from profitable 
employment: this enchoineth amauhaiid 
and foot, with more than iron fetters : this 
is beyofid any imprisonment; it is the very 
entombment of a man,t quite in effect 
sequestering him from"^e world, or de- 
barring him from any valuable concerns 
therein. And if liberty be *^9U4rim 
ybts, a power of doing what oneliketh best; 
then is he, who by lus sloth is disabled 
from doing any tiling wherein he can find 
any reasoimle satiafacdon, the veriest slave 
diat can be; from which slavery industry 
fbeebg us, and disposing us to perform 
oheeiwly whatever is convenient, thereby 
dkieth us a great pleasure. Furtlier, 

6. Let us consider, that industry doth 
afibrd a lasting comfort, deposited in tlie 
memory and joonscience of him that prac- 
tiseth it. li win over, upon his reviewing 
the passages of bis life, be sweet to liiin to 
behold in them testimonies and monuments 
of bis diligence ; it will please him to con- 
sider, tliat be hath lived to purpose, liaviug 
done somewhat considoralile ; that he hath 
mode an advantageous use of his time ; that 
he hath well husbanded tbe talents com- 
mitted to him ; that be hatli accomplished 
(in some measure) tiie iuteaits of God^s 
bounty, and made some return for his ex- 
cellent gifih. Wliat comfort, indeed, can 
any man have, yea, howst)pe remorse must 
he fed, in roflcctiug upon a life spent in 
unifiruitful and unprofitable idleness? How 
can he otherwise tlian bewuil Ida folly ami 
baseness in having lived (or rather having 
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only been) in vein^* aathe»had<»w md 
{>eETaDoe of a man; in b«mg lavished bn 
days^ in havii^ ImHedUs ialente^ in having 
ombewad bin faoidtieii of nature^ and bib 
advantittas from Providmse; in having 
defeaitedf^a good-vill of God, mid an* 
deavoured no muital to the lOnnidoent 
goodness of Ins of hk Preserver, 

his benign Lend and Master^ Ids graoions 
Saviour and Redeemer?* How, vritmmt con- 
ftiskm, can he in his mind revolve, that he 
hath nowise benefited the world, and pro- 
fited his neighbour, Or obliged his friends, 
or rendered to hk country (to the society or 
eomimmity of which he is a member) amends 
for aU the safety and quiet, the support, the 
convenience^ and the pleasure he hath en- 
joyed under Its protection, and in its bosom ? 
that he hath not borne a competent share in 
the common burdens, or paid a due contri- 
bution of his care and labour to the public 
welfare? How can sudi a man look inward 
upon himself with a favourable eye, or par- 
don himself for so loathsome defaults ? 

7» Let us consider, that industry doth 
argue a generous and ingenuous com- 
plexion of Boul^ 

It Implieth a mind not content with mean 
and vulgar things (such as nature dealeth 
to all, or fortune scattereth about), but 
aspring to ^ings of high worth, and pur- 
suing them in a brave way, with adventu- 
rous courage, by its own forces, through 
diffieulties and obstacles* 

It signifieth in a tnan a heart, not endu- 
ring to owe the sustenance or convenience 
of bis lifh to the labour or tlie liberality of 
others ; to pilfer alivriihood firom the world ; 
to reap the benefit of other men's care and 
toil, without rendering a full componsa* 
tion, or outdoing his private obligations by 
considerable service and beneficence to the \ 
public. 

A noble heart will disdain to kub^ist like 
a drone upon the honey gathered by others' 
labour; like a vermin to filch its foi>d out 
of the public granary; or like a hharkto 
prey en tlie lesser ^ ; but will one wav or 
other earn his subsistence : for he that doth 
not earn, can hardly own his bread, as St. 
Paul implieth, when he saith, Them that 
are mch m eommand cand exkm t by vfur 
Lord Jesus Christy that mth guietuess they 
toork. and eat their oum Iread,^ 

Of this generous ingenuity we have a 
notable instance in that great apostle him- 
self: ‘ which he doth often represent as a 
pattern to us, professing much complacence 
therein* He with all ri^t and reason might 
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have challenged a comfortable subsistence 
fi*um his disciples, in recompense for the 
incomparable benefits ho did confer on 
them, and of the excessive pains he did en- 
dure for their good : this he knew well ; ^ 
but yet did rather choose to support him- 
self by his own labour, than anywibe to 
seem burdensome or troublesome to them : 
These hand^ (said he) have ministered to 
iny neiessUies^ and to them that are vnth 
me, I have Coined you aU things^ that so 
labouring ye ought to support the weak^ and 
to remember the tnords of our Lord Jesus^ 
how he said, It is more blessed to give than 
to feeeive,'^ This was the practice of him, 
who was in labours most abundant t and 
such is the genius of every man, who U^n 
principles of conscience, reason, and no- 
ne^, is industrious. Of him it may f>e 
said, as of Solomon's good housewifb, She 
seehkh wool and ftax^ and worheth mllngly 
with her hands j she ts like the merchant's 
ship^ she bringeth her food from afar; she 
hoketk well to her household^ and eateth not 
the bread of idleness, 

Sloth is a base quality, the argument of 
a mind wretchedly degenerate and mean ; 
which is content to grovel in a despicable 
state ; which ahneth at no worthy thing, 
nor pursueth any thing in a laudable way ; 
which disposetli a man to li\e gratis (pre- 
cariously) and ingratefuliy on the public 
Stock, as an insignificant cypher among 
men, as a burden of the earth, a<t a w en of 
any society ; sucking alimeui from it, but 
yielding no benefit or ornament thereto. 

8. Industry is a fence to iunocence and 
virtue ; a bar to all kinds of shi and vice, 
l^uarding the avenues of our heart, keep- 
ing oif the occasions and temptations to 
ricious practice. When a man is engaged 
in honest employment, and seriously intent 
thereon, bis mind is prepossessed and filled, 
so that there is no room or vacancy for ill 
thoughts or base designs to creep in; his 
senses do not lie open to ensnaring objects ; 
he wants leisure and opportunity of grant- 
ing audience to the solicitations of sinful 
pleasure ; and is apt to answer them with 
a won vacats^ the Devil can hardly find 
advwtage of tempting him, at least many 
devils cannot get access to him, according 
to that observation in Cassian, A worhmg 
mtmh is assaulted by one devU^ butanidU 
one is ^mled by numberless bad Spirits, $ 
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The cabe of men ordinarily is like to that 
of iSgisthus: 

lie nd egeretur, mmirlt dt 

rather than do nothings he was ready to 
do ill ; he not having business to employ 
• his thoughts^ wanton desires did in^nuate 
themselves into his heart, and transported 
him to that disastrous wickedness, which 
supplied matter to so many tragedies; and 
the like instance the sacred history si:^- 
gesteth in king David, who, walUnf^^ it is 
said, OH the roof of hie hmeef^ his mind 
then roving, and being untacked fVom fao» 
nest cares, that temptation beiaed on him, 
whereby he was plunged mto that wuful 
misdemeanour, which did create to him 
bo much sorrow, did make such a spot in 
his life, and leave such a blur on his me 
mory; whence yet we may draw bome 
benefit, taking it as a profitable document 
and warning, how idlenebb doth expose 
the best men to danger. 

Idleness is indeed the nurseiw of sins, 
wliich as naturally grow up therein as 
weeds in a neglected field, or insects in a 
standing puddle: Idlenese teacheth much 
evilJ^ It is the general trap, whereby every 
tempter assayetli to catch our soul : for the 
mind being loose from care, Satan is ready 
to step in with his suggestions, the world 
presenteth its allurements, fieshly desires 
rise up; proud, froward, wanton cogita- 
tions slip in ; ill company doth entioe, ill 
example is regarded, every temptation doth 
object and impress itself with great advan- 
tage and force ; men in such a case being 
apt to dose and comply with temptations, 
even to divert their mind, and entertain 
themselves, to cure their listlessness, to 
ass their time,* committing sin for want of 
etter occupation. Hence, in places wh^e 
there is least wtrk, the worst sins do most 
prevail ; and idleness therefore was by the 
prophet reckoned one of tiie three great 
sins of Sodom, parents of the rest: SehoU 
(ealik Ezekiel) this ms the ioiqidty ^ tky 
sister Sodom: pride ^fklnees ofbrwdl and 
abmdaneeofimeneesuminhmr:*^ hence it 
seldom doth happen In any way of fife, that 
asluggardandarakehelldonot go together; 
or that he who is idle is not also dibsolute* 

9. Particularly industry doth prevent 
the sins of vain curiosity, pragmaticaliiess, 
troublesome iiapertineuey, and the like 
pests uf common life, into which persons 
nut diligently following their own business 
will assuredly fall. We Jmr (saith St. 
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Paul to the Thessalofuans) tkdt there are 
m^ewhomthanamgfpni^i9(rd^ lactriL 
ing not at all, but are bvsybo^e.^ it as 
no wonder, if they did not unrh at thM 
^ey should mik disorderly: or that <}uite 
neglecting their own concerns, they should 
ooer-tcorA, or be too busy in 
matters not belon^^ to them, intruding 
themselves into the alfiiirs of their neigh* 
hours : for there is a natural connection 
between these things, since every man 
must be tlunldng, must be doing, must be 
saying somewhat, to spend his leisure, to 
u^old conversation, to please himself, and 
gratijjir others, to appear somebody among 
his companioDs; to avoid the shame of 
being quite out of employment: wherefore 
not living the heart to mind bis own af- 
fairs, he will take the boldness to meddle 
with t}ie conoerns of otlier men ; if he can- 
not have the substance, he will set up an 
ulol of business, and seem very active in 
kis impertinency; in order thereto, being 
curiously inquisitive, and Joying into the 
discourse, actions, and aimirs of all men. 
This men are apt to do in their own de- 
fence ; and besides, idleness doth put men 
into a loose, garish, wanton humour, dio* 
pobing them without heed or regard to 
med^ with any thing, to prattle at any 
rate. In fine, whoever hath no work at 
home, will be gadding to seek entertain- 
ment abroad, l^e those gossips of whom 
St. Paul saith. They learn to be uRe, icon- 
dering about from house to house ; and not 
only idle, but tattlers also, and Imsyhodies, 
speiM^ things which they ought not^ If 
indeed we consider all the frivinous and pe- 
tulant discourse, the impertinent chattings, 
the rash censures, the spiteful detractions 
which are so rife in the world, and so much 
poison all convcrsatioil, we shall find the 
main root of them to be a want of industry 
in men, or of (fiUgent attendance on their 
own matters i wmch would so much take 
up their spirit and time, that they would 
have little noart or lebure to search into or 
comment upon other men's actions and 
concerns* 

10. Let us consider that industry b 
needful in every condition and station, in 
every calling and way of life ; in all rela- 
tions, fur our good behaviour, and riglit 
dboharge of our duty in them. Without 
it we caimot in any state act decently or 
usefully, either to tW benefit satbfisc- 
tion of others, or to our owu advantage 
and comfort. 

t 2 Thess lii Jl,— 
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Are we rich ? Ttoi is biuati7 reouisUs 
for leeei^Dg and aeevring opr woaltli, for 
uuuas^iig St wMljf for ompio^^iiig it to its 
proper uses and beat advuut^ (in the 
servioe of God, inbeuedoeneo to otw nei^- 
bouTf in advanduag puUlio good^> so that 
we niKay render a|^od acoouni to hkn who 
hath intrusted us witib the stewardship 
thereof: industrjr is very noeddd to guard 
ns Aom the temptations and mischief^ to 
whl«di wealth doth expose us, that it do not 

C vo a treacherous snare, an unwieldy 
den, a destrncdve and plague to 
us, throwing us into pride and vani^, into 
luxury, into stupidity, into distracting 8 o« 
Deitude, into a base, worldly, and earthly 
tanmor of heart, into a protane oblivion of 
God. and of our own bouls. 

Are we in consincuoua rank of dignity, 
or in honour and repute among men ? Then 
is industry requisite to keop us fast in that 
state, to hold m from tumbling from that 
pinnacle down into extreme disgrace j for 
then all eyes are upon us, strictly observing 
what we do, and ready to pass censure on 
our aictions; so that groat diligence is 
necessary to approve ourselves, and shun 
obloquy. Nothizig is more brittle than 
honour; ^ every little thing liittim on it is 
able to break it, and therefore without ex- 
ceeding care we cannot preserve it. No- 
thing is more variable or tickle than the 
opinions of men (wherein honour consist- 
Bth;) it is therefore no easy matter to fix 
or detain them in the same plore. 

Honour cannot live without food or fuel ; 
it must be nourished by uorthy actions; 
without a continual supply c»f them it will 
decay, lancruisli, and pine auay; industry 
therefore is required to keep it ; and no loss 
is nw^ssaiy to use it well, in a due sub- 
ordi nation to honour, and reference 

to his seiwiee, that, instead of an ornament 
and coineniencc, it do not prove a Iiane- 
fdl mischief to us ; puffing up our minds 
with vain conceits and oomplaceneios, in- 
clining us to aiYogance and oontempi.of 
ethers, tempting us ly assuming to mm- 
selves torch God of his due glory; to de- 
cline which evils groat care is requisite; 
we must have a steady ballast, and we must 
hold the rudder warily, when we carry so 
great sail. 

On the other hand, are wo poor and low 
in the world; or do we lie under disgrace? 
Then do we much need industry to shun 
extremities of want and ignominy; that we 
bo not swallowed up and overwhelmed by 
neiHl or contempt j to support us under om* 
pressurob^ to keep up our H^rits from de- 
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Jection imd dtaocnimhibmess; to preserve 
us tifom impious diseontentedness and im- 
patienoe: industry is the only remedy of 
that cMmdkkm^ enaiblingus to get out of h, 
retrieving a competence of wealth or cre- 
dit; or miiposisigUB to boar it handsomely,* 
and with oomfo^; so aiXMitto become for- 
lorn or altiect wretches. 

It is so needfol to every condition ; it is 
so tbr all vocations; for, 

Is a man a governor, or a superior in 
any capacity? Then whsd is he but a public 
servant, doomed to continual labour, lured 
fot the wages of odipeot and pomp, to wait 
on his people ; in proriiBng ti>r their needs, 
protecting their safety, preserving their 
peace and welfare; where is he but ou a 
stage, whereon he cannot well act his paii , 
without vigilant attendance to h» charge, 
and constimt aotivitv in performing oil the 
fuimtions thereof? Up is engaged in great 
obligations and necessities of uMtig extreme 
diligence, both in regard to himself and 
others. Homer's dosdl^iption of a prince 

a good one : One who tudh much people^ 
and many cures cmnultcd to him; 

He must watchftdiy look to his own steps, 
who h to guide others by his authozity and 
his example. All his ac^tions rcqiiii’c spe- 
cial conduct, not only his own credit and 
interest, but the common welfare de])end- 
im thereon. He must heedfuUy advise 
wnat to do, he must iBligontly execute what 
he rcsolveth on. He hath the most ticklish 
tilings that can he (the rights and intoreists, 
the opinions and hiunours of men) to ma- 
n<ige. He hath hU own atiTu ttons to curb 
and guide, that they be not perverted l»y 
any hinisler respects, not swayed by any 
unjust pirtialitj , nut corrupted by tiattcry 
or fear. He will find, that to wield power 
innocently, to brandish the sword of justice 
dibcreetly and worthily, for thernaiDt^mance 
of right, and euoour^ement of virtue, for 
the suppression of correction 

of vice, 18 a matter of no small skiR or slight 
care. 

Industry is indeed a quality most proper 
for persons of high rank and digmty, or 
of great power and authority; who J^vo 
special opportunities to employ it in weighty 
affairs to great advantage; whose under- 
takings be^ of vast moment, do tmed 
answerable efforts to move andguide them. 
The industry of a mechanic or a mstic, 
acting in a low and narrow sphere, can ef- 
fect no great matter, and therefbre itself 
need not to be great: but the industry of a 
nrince, of a nobleman, of a gnatieman, may 
ha\ e a large and potent iimueuce, so as to 
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render a notion, o ooiinty, a tdvn, hoppy^ ; 
prosperous, glorious, AOuiddsiii^ in pooce, ' 
in plenty, in virtue; it tlierefove for iehse- 
viiig sueh purposes need be, and ehcmld 
be propcrrtioDobly great; a smell poweif 
*iiot being able to move n greet wmgnt, nor 
n weak eattse to pfoduoe a mighty wet 
Wherefore Cicero reooweiiwhngrmi^ 
for a public charge, doth reekon these to 
bo the impemtorimisirt^M^ qualities befit 
ting a prince, or geaerid, wherem he did 
excel, Lahovr in Maess, mhur in 
iwlufiUf in aotinffi nknblenesa in perform 
mantes cotmsel in praviding^^Ana Alex* 
aiider the Great, reflecting on his friends 
digouerating into sloth and luxury, told 
them, that it vm a ntoet shrnk thing to 
/uxteriate^ and a vmt roijal thing to hbonrsf 

And for those who move in a lower orb 
of subjection or service, 1 need not show 
bow needful industry is for them. Who 
kuoweth not that to be a good subject, doth 
ovact & careful regard to the commands of 
Miperiors, and a painful diligenco in ob- 
serving them? that to make a good ser- 
vant, inlclity and diligence must concur? 
whereof the fir5t doth suppose thedast, it 
being a part of htmesty in a servant to be 
diligent; whence «f§vn(^ nau Q 

t/um wicked and $lothful servant/ were in 
the gospel well coupled; and the first epi- 
thet was grounded on the second, he 
iug tberemre wicked, because he had been 
sliithfid. 

Neither can a man be a true friend, or 
a good ne^hbour, or anywise a good ro- 
Utive, without industry disposing him to 
viiidergo panUk in performing good oflRces, 
whenever need doth reqiure, or occasion 
invite. 

In fine, it is palpable, that there is no 
calling of any sort, from the sceptre to the 
spade, the management whereof with any 
good success, any credit, any satisfaction, 
doth not demand much work of the head, 
or of the hand, or of both. 

If wit or wisdom be the head, if honesty 
be the heart, industry is the right hand m 
every vocation ; without which we shrewd- 
est insight and the best intention can exe- 
cute nothing. 

A sluggard is qualified for no office, no 
calUng, no statioii among men; he is a 
mare nobody, taking up room, pestering 
and clogging the world. 

11. It also may deserve our consideration 

* Lsbw in negotlo, forUtudo In ppricuUi, fadu^tHs 
5n ageiwCt oidwlttw In confiulendo, couwiiun In pro- 
vldendOk &o-.OKr pre lege Mawi 
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hat it is industry whereto the pdUic iMe 
of tke World, and of each ommncnwwa^ 
thetrin, is indebted for its bring, in att 
ecmvenfences and unbelHshinents belong* 
ing to life, advanced above rude and aor^ 
did barbarism ; yea, whereto mankind dOlh 
owe aU that good learning, that moraUty, 
those improvements of soul, which rievate 
us beyond brutes. 

To industrums study is to be ascribed 
the invention and pmiHstkra of all those 
arts whereby human life is civilised, and 
the world cultivated with numberleits an* 
lommodatioua, ornamonts, and beautsos. 

All the comely, the stately, the pleasant 
and useful works which we do view with 
drilght, or ei^y with comfort, industry did 
contrive them, industry did frame Uiem* 

Industry reared those magnificent fabrics, 
and those copunodious houses ; it formed 
those goodly pictures and statues ; it raised 
those convenient causeways, those bridges, 
those aqueducts; it plant^ those fine gar- 
dens with various llowers and fruits ; it 
clothed those pleasant fields with com and 
grass ; it built those ships, whereby we 
plough the seas, reaping tlie commodities 
of foreign regions. It hath subjected all 
creatures to our command and service, en« 
ablmg us to subdue the fiercest* to catch 
the Eldest, to render the gentler sort most 
tractable and useful to us. It taught us, 
firom the wool of the sheep, from the hair 
of the goat, from the labours of the sUk- 
wonn, to weave w clothes to keep us warm, 
to make us fine and gay. It helj^d us firom 
the inmos^ bowels of the cara to fetdh 
divers needful tools and utouriU. 

It collected mankind into cities, and 
compacted them into orderly societies, and 
devised wholesome laws, under shelter 
whereof we enjoy safety and peace, wealth 
and plenty, mutual succour and defence, 
sweet conversation and boueficial com- 
merce. 

It by meditation did invent all those 
sciences whereby our minds are enriched 
and ennobled, our manners are refined and 
polished, our curiosity is satisfied^ our life 
is benefited.): 

What is there which wo admire, or where- 
in we delight, that pleaseth our ipiud, or 
gratifieth our sense, for the which we ai*e 
not beholden to industry ? 

Doth any country fioutlsh in wealtli, is 
grandeur, in prosperity^ It must bo im- 
puted to industry, to the industry of its 

S overnors settling good order, to tihe fai* 
uftt »7 of its peoj^ following profiitable 

% Ut TariaS ttiiis nwffitaiida fMtWndarat arWn 
FauUadui, aa riry 
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orctttHktions ; 80 did Cato, in that notable 
oradon of bis in Sallnst,* tell the HdCaan 
senate, that it was not by the tooe of their 
arms, W the indnatry of their ai^oestors, 
that the cominoRWealth did arise to such 
a pitch of creathess. When sloth Oreepeth 
in, then all things and decay; Ihen 

the public state doth sink into disorder, 
penury, and a disgraceful condition. 

12. Industry is commended to us by all 
sorts of eaamiples, descr^nng our regard 
and imitation. All nature is a copy there* 
of, and the whole world a glass wherein we 
may helmld this duty represented to us. 

We may easily observe every creature 
about us moossantly working toward the 
end for wlnob it was designed, indefhti* 
pably exercising the powers with which it 
IS endued, diligently observing the laws of 
its creation* Even beings void of reason, 
of sense, of life itself, do suggest unto us 
resemblances of industry; they being set 
in continual action toward the effecting 
reasonable purposes, conducing to the pre- 
serration of their own beings, or to the 
furtherance of common good. 

The heavens do roll about with unwea- 
ried motion : the sun and star«( do perpe- 
tually dart their influences ; the earth is 
ever labouring in the birth and nourish- 
ment of plants ; the plants are drawing sap, 
and sprouting out fruits and seeds, to feed 
us and propagate tliemselves; the rivers 
are running, the ^eas are tossing, the winds 
are blustering, to keep the elements sweet 
in which we live. 

Solomon sendeth us to the ant, and bid- 
deth uf. to evnsider her way/t^ which provu 
nieth her fneat in the summer^ md gathereth 
her feed in the harvest,^ Many such in- 
structors we may And in nature ; the like 
industrious providence we may observe in 
every living creature $ we may see this run- 
ning about, that swimming, another flying, 
in purveyance of its food and support. 

If we look up higher to rational and in- 
telligent natures, still more noble ana ap- 
posite patterns do object themselves to us* 

Here below, every fleld, every shop, every 
street, the hall, the exchange, the court it- 
self (dl full of business, and fraught with 
the fruits of industry), do mind us how ne- 
cessary mdustry is to us. 

If w e consult histor)% wc shall there find, 
that the best men have been most industri- 
ous; that all great jiersons, renowned for 
hcToieal goodness (the wortliy patriurclis, 
the holy nrophets, the blessed apostles), 
Were for this most conmiendable ; that, ne- 
glecting thtir private ease, they ^d under- j 
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take diflloult enterprises, they did undergo 
pisWul labours, for the benefit of mankind ; 
they did pass their itoe, like St* Paul, 
in moure and toilsome 
for those purposes. 

Our great example, the life of our blessed 
Lord faimself, what was it but one conti- 
nual exercise labour ? His mind did ever 
stand bent in careful attenfion, studying to 
do good?^ His body was ever moving in 
wearisome travel to me same divine intent. 

If we yet soar fiirther in onr meditation 
to the superior regions, we shall there find 
the blessed inhaMtants of heaven, the cour- 
tiers and ministers of God, very busy and 
active; they do vigilantly wait on God’s 
throne, t in readiness to receive and to de- 
spatch his commands; they are, ever on the 
wing, and fly about like lightning to do hie 
pleasure* They are attentive to our needs, 
and ever ready to protect, to aAbist, to 
relieve us I Especially, tliey are diligent 
guardians and suecourers of good men ; 

hpiriU^ sent fvHh to minuter for 
the heirs of saloution . ' so even the seat of 
perfect rest is no place of idlcnesb. 

Yea^ God himself, although immovablv 
and infinitely happy, is yet inunensely cai*e- 
ful, and everlastingly busy : he rested once 
from that groat work of creation ; but yet 
My Father (saith oxaehoTA)u)orketh still 
and he never will rest from his works of 
providence and of grace. His eyes conti- 
nue watchful over the world, and his hands 
btrctched out in upholding it* He hatli a 
singular regard to every creature, supply- 
ing the needs of each, and mtufyivlg the 
desires of 

And shall we alone be idle, w hile all things 
are so busy? Shall we keep our hands m 
onr bosom, or stretch ourselves on our heda 
of lazbiess, while oil the world about us is 
hard at work in pursuing the designs of its 
creation ? Shall we be wanting to ourselves, 
while so many things labour for our benefit ? 
Shall not such a cloud of examples stir us 
to some industry? Not to comply with so 
universal a practice, to cross all the vyorld. 
to dibagree with every creature,^ is it not 
very monstrous and extrava^rant? 

1 should close all this discourse with 
that, at which, in pitching on this subject, 

I chiefly did aim, an application exhorta- 
tory to ourselves, urging the practice of 
t Si mttmn trtXvjiMxSN 

ArrO^t ~ , , ^** 1 * 

t O tu boos omnipoteiu* etui ale Sttrsa UAtimqunm- 
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this virtue by consideratioiiB peculiar to us 
as scholars, and derived from the nature of 
our calUug* But the domg tUs roqumi^ 
a larger msoourse than the time iteur wui 
allow, I shall reserve it to auothar occasion; 
adding only one oonuderation more* 

13. Lastly, if we connder, we shall ^d 
the root and source of all the inconveni- 
ences, the mischiefs, the wants of which 
we are ?o apt to com^n, to be our sloth ; 
and that there is hardly any of them which 
commonly we might not easily prevent or 
remove by industry. Why Is any man a 
beggar, why oontempUble, why ignorant, 
why vicious, why miserable? Why, but for 
this one reason, because he is slothful; be- 
cause he will not labour to rid himself of 
those evils? What could we want, if we 
would but take the pains to seek it, either 
by our industry or by our devotion ? For 
where the first mill not do, the second can- 
not fail to procure any good thing from him, 
who giveth to all mtn libertdly^^ and hath 
promised to supply the defect ^ our ability 
by his free bounty ; so that if we join these 
tuo industries (industrious action and in- 
dustrious prayer*) there is nothing in the 
world so good, or so great, of which, if we 
are capable, wc may not assuredly bwome 
masters: and even for industry itself, espe- 
cially in the performance of all our duties 
towur<l God, let us industriously prav : even 
so, The CrW of peace sanctify us wholly^ anri 
make us perfect in every good v ork to do hts 
vsUl^ working in us that which is well-pleas* 
ing in his sight ; through our blessed Sa- 
viour Jesus Christy to whom for ever be all 
ghiy and praise J Amen. 


SERMON LIL 

01 IKPUSTRY IN OUR ORMERAL CA^LtKO AS 
CURISTIANS. 

Rom. xii. 1 1«— slothful in business* 

Industry is a very eminent virtue, being 
an ingredient, or tbe parent, of all oilier 
virtues, of constant use upon all occasions, 
and having influence upon all our affairs. 

For it is in our nature framed; all our 
powers of soul and body being fitted for it, 
tending to it, requiring it for their preser- 
vation and perfection. 

We wore de»gued for it in our first 
happy state; and upon our lapse thence 
were further doomed to it, as the sole re- 
medy of our needs and the inconveniences 
to wiuch we bcniame exposed. For 
Without it we cannot well sustain or se- 

* T§ Aww**. Solioltudins non plgri » fWg 
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cure our life in the esjoyment of any com- 
fort or convenience ; we must work to earn 
our food, our clothing, our lAmlter ; and to 
8fi{^iy every indigen^ of accommodations, 
which our nature doui crave. 

To it God hath anuezed the best and 
most deriraUe rewards; success to our 
undertakings, wealth, honour, wisdom, vir- 
tue, salvation ; all which, as they flow from 
God*8 bounty, and depend on his blessing; 
so from them they are usually conveyed to 
us through our industry, as the ordinaiyr 
channel and instrument of attaining them. 

It is re<;uisile to tis, even for procuring 
ease, and preventing a necessity of immo- 
derate labour. 

It is in itself sweet and satisfactory ; as 
fr'eein^ our mind from distraction, and 
wreohing irresolution ; as feeding us with 
good hope, and yielding a foretaste of its 
good fruits. 

It Airnisheth us with courage to attempt, 
and resolution to achieve things needful, 
worthy of us, and profitable to us. 

It is attended with a good consdence, 
and cheerfril reflections, of having well 
spent our time, and employed our talents 
to good advantage. 

It sweeteneth our enjoyments, and sea- 
soneth our attainments with a delightful 
relish. 

It is the guard of innocence, and barreth 
out temptations to vice, to wu^tonness, to 
vtun curiosity, and pragmaticalness. 

It argueth an ingenuous and generous 
disposition of soul; aspiring to worthy 
tilings, and pursuing them m the fairest 
way ; disdaining to enjoy the common be- 
nefits, or the fruits of <»ther men's labour, 
without deserving them from the woidd, 
and requiting it for them. 

It is noces^ar} for every condition and 
station, for every calling, for every rela- 
tion ; no man without it being able to deport 
himself well in any state, to manage any 
business, to discharge any s(»rt of duty. 

To it the world is indebted for idl the 
culture which advanceth it above rude and 
sordid barbarism ; for whatever in common 
life is stately, or comely, or useful, industry 
hath contrived it, industry bath coitiposed 
and framed it. 

It is recommended to us by all sorts of 
patterns conidderable; for all nature is 
continually busy and active in tendency ^ 
ward its proper designs ; heaven and earth 
do work m incessant motion; every lining 
creature is employed in progghag for its 
sustenance; the blessed spirits ere always 
on the wing in desjpatching the commends 
of God, and ministering succour to us; 
God lumself is e\ or watchiid, ?iud ever bus; 
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in preserving th<s world, laid providing fur 
Ibe iiue<U of every oreaturc. 

The lives of our blesi^ed Saviour, of all 
the patriarchs, the prophots, tiie apo6tles, 
tljo saikiis, in this respect have been more 
exemplttpyj no virtue boing more oonspU 
cuous in their practice than industry in 
performing the hard duties and painM 
tasks imposed on them for the service of 
God, ana the benefit of mankind. 

Such is the \irtuo upon nhich I have 
formerly discoursed in general and at large } 
but hbsul now more specially cunbidoi*, ac- 
cording to St. Paul's prescription, in refer- 
enco to its must proper matter, biulncss^ 
explaining and prcsbiiig it accr»rdingl^. 

tie not slothful in business (that is, in 
discharge of it), or to buhiness (that is, to 
und(Ttake it:) thib is the rule; the nature 
and necdfulncHs whereof we shall declare. 

By nmvhhi lfi£sUi(>ss^ we mav understand 
any object of our care and endeavours 

hieh dt»th require them, and may deserve 
thorn ; which by reason of its difliculty can- 
not well be aeooiuplishcd or attained with- 
out them ; and which is productive of some 
fruit or recompense answerable to them ; 
the which hath a need of la- 

bour, and opertp vretiumy some efiect worth 
otm pains, if it be not such, it is not a due 
matter of virtuous and laudable industry. 

There are many things, about which men 
with great eamostness employ tbcmtolves, 
caUed business, but not deserving that 
name : there aie duers spurious kinds of 
industrv, which may nut pretend to cum- 
mondatum, hut ratii'er domeiit blame; ac- 
cording to that ot St. Chrysostom, Labour 
whivh hath no profit cannot obtain any 
prai'ie* • 

"There is a a vain industry, 

and a a naujjhty induslry, both 

agreeing ^ith genuine virtuous iudustr) in 
tile act., a.s implying careful and painful 
activity, but discording from it in object 
and d<*s}gn ; and consei^ueutly in worth and 
moral esteem, 

Aliud ftgere^ to be inipeiiincntly busy, 
doing that which conduoeth to no good 
purpO'.e, is in some rebpeot worse than to 
do nothing, or to forbear alt action ; for it 
U a positive abuse of our faculties, and 
trifling with God's gifts ;t it is a throwing 
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away labour and care, things valuable in 
tbexBsclves ; it is often a running out of the 
way, which is worse than standing still ; it 
is a debasing our reason, and declining 
from our manhood, nothing being more 
foolish or childish than to be solicitous and 
serious about trifles: fur who are more 
busy and active than children? w^ho are 
fuller of thoughts and designs, or more 
eager in prosecution of tliem, than they? 
But all ih about ridiculoub biys, the sha- 
dows of business, suggested to them by 
apish curiosity and iimtation. Of such 
industry we may understand that of the 
Preacher, The Mmir of the foolUh wea* 
rieth eveiy one of them;* for that a man 
soon will be w eary of that labour, which 
yicldeth no profit or beneficial return. 

But there is another industry worse than 
tliat, when men are very busy in devising 
and compassing misibiefs; an iudustry 
whereof the Devil afiordoth a great in- 
stance;** for the cursed fiend is very dili- 
gent, ever w atchingfor occasions to supplant 
U9, ever plotting methods and means to do 
harm, ever driving on his mischievous de- 
signs with unwearied activity; going *^'nd 
fro in the earth; running about as a roaring 
lion^ looking for prey, and seehing whom he 
may devour,^ 

And his wicked brood arc commonly like 
him, being workers of iniquity^ mvnfatt 
painful men,^ wpaZ^yai^ men that will do 
all things; who will spare no pains, nor 
leave any stone unturned, for satisfying 
their lusts, and accomplishing their bad 
designs. 

8o ind<'cd it is, that as no great good, so 
neither can any great mischief be effected 
without much pains; and if wc consider 
either the characters or the practices of 
those, who have been fiimous mischief- 
doers, the pests of mankind and disturbers 
of the world, wc shall find them to have 
been no sluggards.jl 

These two sorts of vain and bad indus- 
try the prophet Iscdoh soemeth to describe 
in those words: They hatch cockatried eggs^ 
and weave the spider's web,* of which ex- 
pressions one may denote mischievous, the 
other frivolous diligence in contrivance or 
execution of naughty or vain designs; and 
to them both that of the prophet Hosea 
may be referred ; They have sown the wind ^ 
mid they shall reap the whirlwind; guilt, 
remorse, and j^nishment being the conse- 
quences of botn.^ And of thorn both com* 

t *JUyArtu rw Luke sui 27. 
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I non cAporiencc doth afford very freuiieiit 
and ohvioub imvlaucpH, a great purl ot ha- 
inan life beitig taken up witli them. For 
' How assiduously intent and eager may 
we observe men to be at sports ! tiow soon 
)\ill tliey rise to go forth to them! with 
l\at t‘oiistrtncy and patience will they toil 
in lliem all the daj I How indefatigable 
ciri‘ the} in riding and running about after 
a dog or a hawk, to catch a poor beast or 
silly bird! 

How long will men sit poring on their 
giunes, dispeusiiig with their food and sleep 
for it ! * 

How long and serious attention will min 
sield to a wanton pla}! how many horn's 
will they contentedly sit thereat! What 
study will men employ on jests and imper- 
liiicfit wit! How earnest will they be to 
satisfy their vain curiositv ! 

How in such cases do men forged what 
they arc doing, that ^jiort should Iv sport ,t 
not work; to divert and relax us, not lo 
em])lov and busy ns; to take off our minds 
a httle, not wlu>U} to take them uj) ; not to 
t xliau t or tire our spirits, but to refresh 
luid eh(*er them, that tlu*} m*i.ybe< ome more 
fit for grave and st»rious oeeupatiom ! 

How painful will otht‘rs be m heu'in^tlctn 
tmt ctstn'u^^ broken cisterns^ that will hold 
no water that is, in immoderate pursuit of 
w orldly designs ! How studious!} wdll they 
plod, ho\^ restlessly will the} trudge, what 
cai'king and drudgery will they endure in 
driving on projects of ambition and ava- 
rice * W hat w ill not they gladly do or suffi r 
to git a little preferment, or a little profit! 
Jt was a eoimnon practice of old, and suie 
the world is not greatly mended since the 
Psalmist did thus reflect, Surely (mery man 
walkctk in a vain show; surely they aredk^ 
fjuwied in vain: he hiapeth up rUhts^ and 
uiunot fell who shall feather them*^ 

How many vigilant and stout pursuers 
are there of sensuality and riotous excess! 
siu h as those of whom the prophet speak- 
t th. Woe unto them that rise up < art yin the 
///o/7tmg, tlaif tlwijmiy follow sit on g drink; 
that ( ontinue until nighi^ till wine it flame 
them.^ 

How busy (0 shame! 0 miser}! how 
fiercely busy) ai'C some in actomplisliing 
desigiLs of malice and revenge ! How in- 
tent are some t< over-reach, to circumvent, 
lo supplant their neighbour! How sore 
pains will some take to seduce, corrupt, or 
deluLUch others! How active will some Iw 
in sowing strifes, in rmsing factions, in fo- 
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mentin^ disorders in the world! How many 
industrious slaves hath the Devil, J who will 
spare no pains abimt any kind of work 
which ho puttelh them to! How many like 
those of whom the Wise Man saith, iVndr 
fret run to evil^ and are swift in rttimine to 
mischief: they sleep not^ except they ktxoe 
done mischief; and their sleep is taken away^ 
unless they cause some to fall * i 

Now w'ith all thi se labourers w e may 
well e\i)0s1ul,ite in the words of the pro- 
phet : H7it*r6/f>re do yc spend money for that 
which is not breads and your lahour for that 
which satisfieth 

Such labours are unworthy of men, much 
less do they beseem Christians, 

if hi'cometli us not as rational oreatures 
fo employ the excellent gifts of our nature, 
and noble faculiios of our high-born soul, 
tlie forces of mir mind, the ^vantages of 
our fortune, our precious time, our very 
care and labour, vainh orunprofitablyiijion 
any thing base or mean: being that our 
re.i,son is capable of achieving great and 
worthy things, we must dihase it by stOop- 
inirto regard to}s; we do exlreinely abuse 
it by working mischief. 

Much more doth it misbecome us as 
(jhristiaiis (that is, persons devoted to so 
high a calling, who liave so worthy employ- 
ments assigned to us, so glorious hopes, so 
rich eni-ouragements proposed to us for our 
woik) to spend our thoughts and endea- 
vours on things impel t incut to pur great 
design, <»r muinl} tliwartiiig 

The proper mutter and object of our m- 
dustr} (tho&*^ false ones being excluilcd) is 
true business; or fhiit which is incumbent 
on a man tc» do, eithiT in way of duty, be- 
ing reipiii'cd by: God, or by dictate of rea- 
son, as condumg to some good purpose; 
so that in effect it will turn to account, and 
finally in advantageous return will pay him 
fur his labour of mind or body; that which 
the Wise Man did intend, w hen ho advised. 
Whatemer thy hand Jindeth to do^ do it with 
all thy whatever tby hand findeth, 

that is, whatever by divine appointment 
(l»y the comiuand or providence of God), 
or w'hich, upon rational delilxYation, doth 
occur as maUcr of our action; comprising 
every good purpose and reasonable under- 
taking uu idt nt to us. 

But Qur business, according to the holy 
apostle’s intent, may be supposed especially 
to be the work of our calling ; to which each 
man hath a peculiar obligation ; and which 
tliereforc is most properly his business, or 
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4 emphatleally, the business allotted 
1o him. 

Now this ba^^iness, onr calling, is double ; 
our general calling, which isconunon to us 
all as Christians, and our particular calling, 
which peculiarly bcdongeth to us, aspired 
in a certain station, either in the church 
or state. In both which vocations, that we 
arc much obliged and concerned to be in- 
dustrious, shall be now my business to de- 
clare. 

1. As to our general calling (that juftlwac, 
that hcfivetihj^ that holy vocation,*) in which 
by divine grace, according to the evan- 
gelical dispenhation, we are engaged, that 
lie(*essarily requireth and most highly de- 
sciwed fi‘oiQ ub a great measure of indus- 
try ; the nature and design of it requireth, 
the fruit and result of it dcserveth, <ur 
iitmobt diligrmco; all sloth is inconsistent 
with discharging the duties, with enjoy- 
ing the hopes, with obtaining the benefits 
thereof. For 

It is a slate of continual work, and is 
expressed in terras importing abiuidant, 
incessant, intense care and pain ; for to be 
indeed (Jliristians, we must worh out our 
salvation with fear and trembling ; " we tnust 
hy iHjitimt contiwwDice in weV doing seek for 
glory ^ and honour^ and Immortality.^ We 
must wfdk worthy of the Lord^ to aU wdU 
pleasing^ being fruitful in every goodvorh. 
We must he rich in good works^ and filled 
mth the fruits of righteousness^ whuh are 
by Jesus Christ to the praise and glory of 
God. We are GoJs workinanshijt^ created 
in Christ Jesus unto good wot ks^ a luck God 
hxth bejore ofduined that we should walk in 
IhemJf 


We have a soul to save, and are ajh 
pointed d§ to make an 

acqnist of salvation.'^ 

We have a mind to improve with virtue 
ajid wisdom, qualifying us for entrance 
int(» heaven, for enjo^vinent of God’s favour, 
for conversation with angels. 

As Cludstians we arc* assumed to ser- 
vants of God, and re-admitted into his fa- 
mily, from which for ow disloyalty we had 
been discarded 5*^ so that am he was our 
natural Lord, so he is now auch also by 
apodal grace; who did make us, who doth 
maintain us, under who^'C protection and 
at whoso disposal wo subsist ; whence we 
are obliged to be faithfully diligent in his 
SCI \ ice : wo must constantly wait upon him 
• *li rhil. lU li.-^KX'yiCfe 
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in devotional addresses ; we must carefully 
study to know his pleasure; we must en- 
deavour exactly to perform his will, and 
obey his commands;* we must strive to^ 
advance his glory, to pr<^mote liis interest, 
to improve all tdents and advantages eom- 
mitted to us for those purposes; wo must, 
as St. Paul expresseih It, always ahouu/i m 
the work of the Lord.^ 

We must also look upon ourselves as 
servants of Christ our Redeemer ; who by 
his blood hath purchased us to hunself, tlut 
we might be zealous of good works per- 
fonninga service to him, which C4)nsisteth 
in a faithful discharge of manifold duties, 
and in pursuance of all virtue ; with most 
intent application of uuiid, with expedite 
promptitud(% with accurate circumspection ; 
giving all diligence (a.s St. Peter spoakutlO 
in one virtue to another hAng ready 
(as St. Paul saith) to every good wtyrk^'^ 
and seeing that wv nmlk circums^tectlyj 
or behave ourselves evaetly according to 
the rules of duty in all our conversation. 

This service requireth of u‘ assiduous 
attendance on works of piety anil devotion ; 
that we do itwessardly u'atth to prayer^ that 
wo always give thanks^ that we umtiumlhf 
do ofier up the sacrifite of pi nise to God.^ 

It deman deth h:om uh a i'outinual luboui 
(f charily; that we serve one anotJur in 
love; that wo should, as wc have opportu- 
nity^ work good to all men; that we shtmbl 
always pursue good toward one another^ and 
toward all men.* 

It obligelh us ivHk all our piwos to pur. 
sue peace with all men (which, considering 
our natural peevishness, pride, and poi- 
verseness, is often no easy task), and that 
we do flra'fli/Siftvv, studiously endeavour to 
keep the unity of the spit it in the bond of 
peace J 

It chargeth on ns contentedly and pa- 
tiently to undergo w hate v it God doth im- 
pose of burden or suffonnu'e, so that pa- 
Henee have its perfed work;^ and it is a 
crabbed work to bend our stiff inclindtions, 
to qutll our refractory passions, to make 
our sturdy humour buckle thereto. 

It doth exact that wc should govern and 
regulate according to ver) strict and severe 
laws all the faculties of our soul, all the 
members of our body, all intermd motions, 
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ami all cxtiTual actions proceeding from 
ub ; that we should chock our inclinations, 
curb our appetites, and compose our pas- 
sionb; that wo should ^ard our hearts 
fi'om vain thoughts and had do«res ; that 
. we should bridle our tongues firom e\il and 
from idle discourses ; that we should order 
our steps in the straight way of righteous- 
ness, not deflecting to tlu* right hand or to 
the left. 

In the discharge of this service, how 
many rough difficulties are there to be sur- 
mouTilcd, how many great obstacles to be 
removed, how many stout oppositions to be 
cneoiuitered, how many potent enemies to 
be vanquished, how many sore hardships, 
crosses, and tribulations to be endured f 

How shrewd a task must wc And it to 
cireumeibc our hearts, to mortify our earth- 
ly members, to erueify our flesh with its 
iifleclions and lusts, to jmll out our right 
e\Pb, and cut off our right hands, to re- 
nounce our worldly interests, to hate our 
Tieiivi st relations, to take up and hear our 
c»us^, whenever conscience and duty bliall 
cjII u> lliCTcto ! 

Onr callnii^ therefore, doth require gi’eat 
imlnstr}; and the business of itconbcquentJy 
is well represented by those performances 
which demand the greatest intention and 
Lihorioub acti\ity : it is styled exercise (ago- 
iiisti(‘ and aseetic exercise ; 

tves(i,tetv. Exercise thyself to fj^otlhness : 
and f** ^fovreu if JlerciJi J exercise 

myself to haoe alicays a conscience void of 
offituce toward God ami toward men;) wres- 
iiuit; 9 imr v'restUngis not only 
ai^ainsf fledi and hlood^ hut against princi^ 
pulities amlpowfis;) running a race (Let 
ns nin with puUence the rojce that is s^t be- 
fore v<i: So tun that ye may obtain: Ijtress 
toward the w( rk for the prize of the high 
i ailing a warfare, a cornbating (War a 
good warfare, holding faith and a good cim- 
scujKc:^ Fight the good fight: Thou there- 
fore endure hardship as a good sohlior of 
Jesus (^hrht : Every man thot striveth for 
the mastery is iernperati in all things;) of- 
fering violence (Th kingdom of heaven 
suffircth rioletue, awl the violent take it by 
force;) watching (Let us not sleep as do 
others, but li t as watch and be saber: Watch 
tjc, stand fast in the foilh^ tpiii you like men, 
be strong : "Watch and pray, that ye enter 
ru)1 into temptation,^) 

Ilcnei* the pn^cepts iin]>orting the geiie- 
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ral tenor of Christian practice are usually 
conclieJ in terms implying groat sedulity 
and contention of soul : ' Aymtl^orh, Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate: Lei us bbour, 
therefore, to enter into that rest : Labouf' 
not for the meat that rrerisheth, but for that 
meat which enduretn to everlasting life. 
Give diliginice to wake your calling mid 
election sure. Gird up the hins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end. Where- 
fore, brethren, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent, that yc may he found of 
him in peace, without spot anrl blameless,^ 

Such is tihe woik of our general calling, 
and BO much industry it cballcngeth from 
us ; witii gi'eat reason indeed, for that such 
work Ik needful to our happiness, and that 
our labour will certainly be rewarded there- 
with. 

The w'ork indeed of itself is most worthy 
to employ us, doth most become us, doth 
much adorn us, doth best Ix^flt our divine 
extraction and large capacity; is the no- 
blest, the handsomest, the sweetest employ- 
ment that could take us up ; but we have 
also the greati'st inducemeuts and enrou- 
ragementb pobsibh* for our industi'y there- 

There arc, by the divine bounty and 
mercy, wages assigned abundantly corre- 
sponuent to our work, yea, infinitely sur- 
passing it; there is fl'oXwj a great 

(or a manifold) hire* for oUr slender and 
simple perforinance«i ; there ore several 
noMc prizes highly worth our striving for 
with oiu* utmost strength and contention 
of soul. 

In recompenco thereof, we shall assu- 
redly gain, oven here in this transitory 
stale, the special favour and love of God, 
with his constant jirotection and care for 
our good ;• liis faithful direction and friemd- 
ly as^’isUiice to guiile us and uphold us in 
all our wa^s, to ble^s and prosper our un- 
dertaking s, to supply us in our net»ds, and 
comfort us in our distresses; so that we 
shall lack nothing that is good, that no evil 
shaU happen to us, that im things shall con- 
cm* and vo-operate for our benefit,^ 

We sluill thereby taste the satisfacUoiis 
f a calm mind and a sound <'onscic*n(^o, 
quickened by the consol.* tious of tho divine 
Spirit ; the peo/cc of God ruling w oui 
hoaits, which pnssetn edl understanding,^ 

We sliidl afterward, when this moment 
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is passed over, and our short day's work 
despatched, receive from God's bountifal 
iiand an unconceivable affluence of good 
things, an eternal permanence of life ; un- 
disturbed rest, indefectible wealthy inefrable 
joy, incorruptible g^lory, a kingdom un~ 

He (saith our Lord) tkat reapeth^ re- 
ceheth mges^ and gathereth frait imto life 
everlaeting*^ 

To them (saith St. Paul) who, by patient 
continuance in welUdoing^ seek for glory, 
and honour, and immortality, 6 od in re- 
conwense mil hestm Hemal Kfs.^ And, 

/ hone (saith that blessed labourer of 
himself) fought the good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the Juilh ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness.^^ 

What more effectual spur or inceutivc 
can there be to industry in this business, 
than to consider that which St. Paul so 


sented, by a little minding our business, 
and bestirring ourselves, to procure a fair 
estate, or a good preferment, would not be 
be deemed mad or sottish, who should sit 
still, and forego that his advantage? How 
much more wildness is it to be dropsy and 
sluggish in this case, thereby losing eter- 
nal bliss and glory ! Well, therefore, might 
the apostle say, How shall we escape if wc 
neglect so grewf salvation 9 ^ How shall wc 
escape, not only the sin and guilt of basest 
ingratitude toward him that graciously doth 
offer it, but the imputation of most wretched 
folly, in being so much wanting to our own 
interest and w elfare ? 

Is it not a sad thing, a woful shame, to 
observe wlut pains men will throw Uway 
upon things of sriLall or rm Concernment to 
them? yea, wliat toil and drudgery tliey 
will sustaiu in the service of Satan, in pur- 
suit of sin, in tin* gratification of their \,i- 
nities and lusts? 


often doth inculcate : Knowing that what- 
soever gmd thing my mm doeth, the same 
(n recompense for the same) he shall re- 
enve of the Lord; and, knowing that (in 
consideration of our service done to the 
Lord) of the Lord we shall receive the re- 
ward of the inheritance « “ 

What exhortation can be more firmly 
grounded, or strongly backed, than is that 
of the apostle ; Therefore, my brethren, he 
ye stedfizst, mmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not hi vain in the 
Lord't^ 


What pains will a covetous wretch taki‘ 
in scraping for pelf! how will h^‘ rack his 
mind with carkiiig solicitude to gel, to keep, 
to spare it! How will he tiro his spirits with 
restless travail! how will he ]nnch his car- 
cass for w^ant of what nature cra\ elh ! What 
infamy and obloquy will he endure tor his 
niggardly parsimony and soxdidiiess ! 

How much labour will an ambitious fop 
undergo for preferment or vain honour! 
To how many tedious attendaiuH's, to how 
pitiful servilities will he submit! what sore 
crosses and disappointments will he swal- 
low! what affionts and indignities will he 


May It not also much encourage us to 
industry, to be assured, that not only the 
kind of our work, but the degree of our 
labour, shall be considered and requited 
in just projmrtion ; so that the harder we 
work, the higher we shall be rewarded; 
for to each one^ (saith our Lord) the Son of 
fium shall render a reward, Kark vn* 

Mtau, aeeording to his performance. Every 
one (saith St. Paul) smll receive fuHev 
xecret Uiai> Kctr^Y, fds proper reward Qi Cord- 
ing to his proper work; whence wo have 
reason to observe St. John's advice, Look 
to youisehes, that ye lose nH those things 
which ye have gained, but that ye receive a 
full reward.^ 

To be negligent or slothful in such a 
9080, for want of a little core and pains to 
forfeit such advantages, what a phy, what 
a folly is it! Wero an opportunity pre- 
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|iatiently iligest, without desisting freun Ins 
enterprise ! 

How will a man, as St. Piiul ohserv(»d, 
endurc all painful ab 
stinence and continenee, in order to tin* 
obtaining a corruptible ctown,* a fading 
gai’land of bays, a puff of vain applause ! 

What diligence will men use to compass 
the enjoyment of forbidden pleasures! how 
watchful in catching upportunitios, how 
eager iu quest of diem will they be ! What 
difficulties will they undertake, wliat ha- 
zards will tliey incur, what damages and 
inconveniences will they sustain, rather 
diau fail of satisfying tht ir desfres! 

What achings of hood and heart; what 
pangs of mind, and gripes of conscience ; 
what anxieties of regret and fern*, will eiery 
worker of ini^ty undergo! So faithful 
friends hath this vain and evil world; so 
diligent servants hath the accursed lord 
thereof ; so careful and laborious will men 
be to destroy and damn themselves, () tluit 
we coidd be willing to spend as much eaiu 
' iltb u 3 * 1 1 ui IX. 
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and pains in the service of our God I O that 
we uero as true friends of ourselves!^ O 
that we could be as industrious for our sid- 
vation ! tliat is, in the business of our 
. iKTtd calling: which having considered, let 
us proceed to tlie other business belonging 
to us, which is, 

II. The business of our particular call- 
in«r; that in reference whereto St. Paul 
doth prescribe, ]£very man as the Lord hath 
vailed him^ so let him walk. Zet every man 
abide in the Mine vailing wherein he UHiS 
vailed:^ let him so abide, oa fuithfullv to 
j>rosccute the work, and discharge tiie duty 
of it ; the doing which otJierwhoi’e he t(»rm- 
cth vet, fo (io vur own husineitH^ 

(warhing \mih our haiuls),, and enjoineth it 
in opposition to those two great pests of 
life, sloth and pragmatical cui-iosity;' or 
the neglect of our own, and meddling with 
other meifs aifairs. 

This the apostle nametli mir vailing^ be- 
caust* are called or appointed thereto hy 
divine Providence; for he supposeth and 
laketh it for granted, that to each man in 
this world God hath assigned a certain 
station, unto which peculiar action is suited; 
in wliich station he biddeth him quietly to 
abide, till Provitlence fairly doth translate 
him, and during his abode therein dili- 
gently to <‘xeeutc* the work thereof.* • 

Kvery man is a member of a double bofly ; 
of the civil commonwealth, and of the 
Christian church; in relation to the latter 
whereof, St. Paul iellethiLs (and what he 
Ajith by parity of reason may be referred 
likewise* to the former), that God hath set 
the memhtrs of eoery one in the body^ a& it 
jiltmeth him ; ' and as it is in the natural, 
so it is ill every political and spiritual body, 
i very member Lath its proper use and func- 
tion ; All memheib (sailh St, Paul) have not 
Tin) aiTijv the hume or the same 
woik and oju*ra1ion; yet everyone hath 
'‘ome w'ork. There is no member designed 
to he idle or useless, confen-ing no benefit 
to the whole; but the whoU body (saiththc 
apo&tle)^’%yoi«c«/ together and compacted 
hy that which every joint Mpplieth^ according 
io the ejffevtml working m the measure of 
every jiorty inakeik increase of the bodyunio 
the edifying ithelf in love:* each member 
doth conspire a nd co-operate t o the strength, 
uguritfhment, thriving, and welfare of the 
whole. 

Every man (who continueth a man, in 
Ills senses, oi* in any good degree of natural 
integrity) is by God endowed with compe- 
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tent abilities to discharge some function 
useful to common good, or at least needful 
to his own sustenance ; • to every one some 
talent is committed, which in subordination 
to God*8 service he may improve, to the 
benefit of the world, God's temporal, or of 
the church, God's spiritual kin^om. 

It is plainly neci^ssary, that the greatest 
part of men should have a determinate work 
allotted to them, that they may support their 
i^e and get their food, without being inju- 
rious, onensive, or burdensome to olht‘rs; 
for their living they must cither follow 
some trade, or they must shark and filch, 
or th«y muk beg, or they must starve. 

And the rest are obliged to do some- 
what conduclble to public good, that they 
may deserve to live ; for a drone should 
not be aint)ng the bees, nor bath right to 
devour the honey. If any man doth pre- 
tend, or presume, that he hath nothing t<» 
do but to cat, to sleep, to play, to laugh, 
to enjoy his ease, his pleasure, his humour, 
he thereby doth as it were disclaim a rca- 
4onabio title of living among men, and 
.shoring in the fruits of their industry ; he, 
in St. Paul's judgment, should bo debaired 
of food, for this {boith the holy apostle) we 
commanded you^ that if any man would not 
work,, neith^ should he eat,^ 

Such an one in the body of men, what is 
he but an unnatural excrescence, sucking 
nutriment from it, without yielding orna- 
ment or use? What is he but a wen, de- 
forming and encumbering the body ; or a 
canker, iiih'sting and corrupting it ? 

As no man (at least with decency, con- 
venience, and comfort) can live in the w orld 
without being obliged to divers other men 
for their help in providing accommodations 
for him : so justice and ingenuity, c\irri>- 
borated by divine sanctions, do require of 
him, that in commutation he, one way or 
other, should undertake some pains redoun- 
ding to the benefit of others. 

So hath the great author of order dis* 
iributed the ranks and ofSces of men in 
nrder to mutual benefit and comfort, that 
one man should plough, another thrash 
another grind, another iahour at the forge, 
another knit or weave, another sail, anothm* 
trade, another supervise all these, labour, 
ing to keep tiiom all in order and peace ; 
that one should work with his hands and 
feet, another with his head and tongue ; «dl 
conspiring to one common end, the welfare 
of the whole, and the supply of what b 
useful to each particular member ; every 
man recipro^ly obligmg and being ob- 
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; iho prinrf^ beinp^ to the hu&- 

baudmati for hib brml, to Ibi* weaver for 
bis clothes^ to the mason for his palace, to 
the smith for hib bWord; those being all 
obliged to him for his vigilant care in pro- 
tect itig them, for their securitv in pursuing 
the work, and et^joying the fruit of their 
indmtry. 

So every man hath a calling and proper 
husiness ; whereto that industry is required, 
1 need not much to prove, the thing itself 
in reason and experience being so clearly 
evident: for what business can oewell des- 
patched, what success can be expected to 
any undertaking, in what calling can any 
man thrive, without industry? What busi- 
ness is there that will go on of itself, or 
proceed to any good issue, if we do not 
carefully look to it, steadily hold it in its 
course, constantly push and drive it for- 
ward ? It is true, as in nature, so in all 
ailkirs, NUdl movet non moturn^ nothmg 
movoth without being moved. 

Our own interest should move us to be 
industrious in our calling, that we may ob- 
tain the good effects of being so in a com- 
fortable and creditable subsistence; that 
we may not suffer the damages and wants, 
the disappointments and disgraces ensuing 
on sloth: but the chief motive should be 
ibom piety and conscience; for that it is 
a duty which we owe to God. For God 
having placed us in our station, he having 
apportioned to us our task, we being iii 
transaction of our business his servants, wo 
do ow e to him that necessary property of 
good servants, without which ndehty can- 
not subsist ; ® for how can Ik* be looked on 
an a faithful servant, who doth not effec- 
tually perform tlio work charged on him, 
or diligently eac>cute the orders of his mas- 
ter? 

St. Paul doth ei\join servants, that they 
should in all thina^s obey their masten^^ with 
conscientious regar<l to GoJ, as therein 
performing service t(» God, and expecting 
recompense from him : and of princes he 
sailh, that they, in dispensation of justice, «| 
enacting laws, imposing taxes, and all po- 
litical administrations, are Uie minUtere of 
(rod^ rpafKapnpoSvTig, attending comtantly 
upon Um uery thing and if these ex- 
tremes, the highest and louest of all vocd>^ 
tions, are services of God ; if the highest 
ui)on that score be tied to so much dili- 
gence, then surely all middle pJaeeb, upon 
th(* vanie account of conscience tow arclGod, 
do exact no less. 

It 111 that hath one talent, and he tliat 

* M nt 1 ^ j ' Horn \lii 6 
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bath tehy^must both improve them for GodS 
interest; then he that hath two, or three, 
or more, is obliged to the same duty pru- 
portionably. 

Every one should consider the world as 
the family of that great Paterfamilias, of 
whom the whole Jamily in heaven and earth 
is named^^ and himself as an officer or ser- 
vant therein, by God’s will and designation 
constituted in that employment into which 
Providence hath cast him ; to confer, in 
his order and way, somewhat toward a 
provision for the maintenance of himself 
and of bis fellow-servants. Of a superior 
officer our Lord saith, Who is that futh* 
fid and wise servant^ whom his herm hath 
made rider over Afs household^ to give them 
their meat in due season ?* So the gri^ate-it 
men are as stewards, ti*easuFcrs, comptrol- 
lers, or purveyors ; the rest are inferior ser- 
vants, ill their proper rank and cajiaeity. 

And he that with diligence performeth 
his respective duly (be it high and honemr- 
able, or mean and contemptible m outward 
appearance) will please God, as keeping 
good order, ami as being useful to his ser- 
vice ; so that, upon the reckoning, God will 
say unto him, Well done^ good and faithful 
servant^ thou hast been faithful over a Jew 
things; I will make thee ruler orer many 
things : enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,^ 
But he that doeth otherwise (behaving him- 
self carelessly or sluggishly in his business) 
will offend God, as committing disorder, 
and us being unprofitable. 

Ho committeth disorder, according lo 
that of St, Paul : Wc hew there are sume^ 
whwk walk among you disorderly^ not leork- 
ing at all,^ His sentence and doom will bo, 
according to our Lord, O thou wicked and 
slothful servant — Cast the unprofitable ser* 
vant into utter darkness , J which words are 
spoken in relation to one w ho being a flat- 
terer, or sluggard in his calling, did not 
improve the special talent intrusted with 
him for God’s service. 

In fine, if we are conscientious!) indus- 
trious in our vocation, we shall assuredly 
dnd the blessing of God thei'eon ; and that 
he thereby will convey good success, com- 
fort, competent wealth, a fair reputation, 
all desirable good unto us ; for as all those 
things are promised to industry, so the pro- 
mise especially doth belong to tliat industry, 
which a man doth exercise in an onloriy 
course of action in his own way ; or rather 
in God’s way, wherein divine Providence 
hath set him. 

rph m 16 I' Matt \\i\ 4'i, Lukrxtl 12 
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An irregular or impertinent laborious- 
ness, out of a man's calling or a 

'being diligent in other men^s ainiirs, in- 
vading their office (as if 1 a priest will be 
(nuling, a layman preaehii^), may not claim 
the benefit of those promises, or the bless- 
ings of industry: but a husbandman, who, 
uilh conscientious regard to God, and 
oonfideuco in him, is painful in tilling his 
grtuiad, may expect a good crop ;*^ a mer- 
chant, who (upon the samo principle, with 
llie like disposition) earnestly followeth his 
trade, may nope for safe voyages and good 
markets ; a prince carefully minding hb 
affairs may look fur peace and prosperity 
to his country ; a scholar studying hard 
may be wcH assured of getting knowledge, 
and finding truth; all, who with honest 
diligence constantly do pursue their busi- 
ness, may confidently and clwcrfully hope 
to reap the advantagi's suitable to it from 
the favourable blessing of God. So that 
uc have all reason to obsiTvc the aimsUe's 
]>i i ( cpt, Not io be slothful at business, 

1 should apply this doctrine to our own 
cas(», urging its practice by considerations 
peculiar to our vo<‘ation; but having al- 
ready ])a9so(l tlie bounds of time, I reserve 
the doing it to unotlier opportunity. 

Now the (Jvd of petwe sanctify youwholly^ 
and ntfilie you perfiwt i« every good tvork 
io do his mlly worldng In you thd which 
ts welKpleasiug in his through our 

blessed Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom for 
a \ er be all glory and prabe. Amen. 

SERMON Llll. 

OF INDUSTRY IN OUB PARTICULAB CALLING, 
AS UENTLEMUN. 

Rom. vii. II . — Not slothful in. business, 

1 HAVE largely treaWd upon the duty re- 
commended in this precept, and urged the 
ibservance of it in general, at a distance: 

I now intend more particularly and closely 
to apply it, in roferenet^ to those persons 
who seem more especially obliged to it, and 
whose observing it may prove of greatest 
eonsc^quence to public good; tho which 
application toslj also be most suitable and 
profitable to ibis audience. Those* persons 
are of two sorts; the one gentlemen, the 
other scholars. 

1. The first place, as civility demondetli, 
we assign to gentlemen, or persons of emi- 
nent rank in the world, uell allied, graced 
with honour, and furnished with wealth: 
the which sort of pcrboiib I conceive in a 

k Tiov X 4 j XIII 11 
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high degree obliged to exercise industry in 
business. 

This at fu*st hearing may seem a little 
paradoxical and strange; for who have less 
Dusiness than gentlemen? who do need less 
industry than they? He that bath a fair 
estate, and can live on hb means, what hath 
he to do? what labour or trouble can be 
exacted of him? what hath he to think on, 
or trouble hb head with, but how to invent 
recreations and pastimes to divert himself, 
and spend his waste leisure pleasantly? 
Why should not he be allowed to enjoy 
himself, and the benefits w'hich nature or 
fortune hath freely dispensed to him, as he 
thinketb best, without offence? Why may 
he not say with tho rich man in the gospel, 
Soul^ thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease^ eat^ drink., and be 
merry Is it nut often said by the Wise 
Man, that there is nothing better under the 
suuy than that a man should mike his soul to 
enjoy good in a cheerful and i*omfortable 
fruition of hb estate?** Accorditig to the 
passable notion and definition, Whut is a 
gentleman hut his pleasure? 

If this be true, if agenth^man be nothing 
obc hut this, then truly ho is a sad piece, 
the most inconsiderable, the most despi- 
cable, the most pitiful and wretched crea- 
ture in the world: if it is hb privilege to 
do nothing, it b hb privilege to be most 
unhappy ; and to bo so will be his fate, if 
he live according to it : for he that is of no 
worth or use, who producoth no beneficial 
fruit, who performetli no service to God 
or to tlie world, what title can he have to 
happiness? what capacity thereof? what 
reward can he claim? what comfort c*nn he 
feel? To what temptations is ho exposed! 
what guilts will he incur! 

But ill truth it is far otherwise; to sup- 
pose that a gentleman is loose from business 
is a great mistake ; for indeed no man hath 
more to do, no man lleth under greater 
engagemeulB to industry tha.i he. 

Ho b deeply obliged to be continually 
busy in more ways than other men, who 
have but one simple calling or occupation 
allotted to them ; and that upon a tri^ 
aoeount; in respect to God, to the world, 
and to himself. 

1. Ho b first obliged to oontinxml mur 
ployment in respect to God. 

He, out of a grateful regard to divine 
bounty for the eminency of hb station, 
a<lome*d with dignity and repute, for the 
plentiful accoramodfl^ons and comforts of 
iiib rre, for hb exemption from those pinch- 

* Lako xil is. 
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wants^ those meaner carea, those sordid 
eutertainments, and those toilsome drudge- 
ries, to which other nmn ore subject, is 
bound to be more diligent in God’s service, 
einplojring all the advantages of his state to 
the glory of his munificent Benefactor, to 
whose good providence alone he doth owe 
them ; for who miketh him to diffrr from 
another? and, what hath he that he did not 
recei'oe from God’s free boiiuty?® 

In proportion to the bulk of his fortune, 
his heart should be (Milarged uith a tliank- 
fid sense of Grid’s gootlaess to him; his 
mouth should ever Ik* filled with acknow- 
ledgment and praise; he should always be 
ready to express his gratefiil roscntineut of 
so great and pLcnliai' obligations. 

He should dedicate larger portions of 
that free leisure which God hath granted 
to him, in waitinu: upon God, and constant 
performances of devotion. 

He, in froemently retlecting on the par- 
ticular ample favours of God to him, should 
iuiitate the holy Psalmist, that illustrious 
pattern of great and fortunate men; saying 
after him, with his spirit and disposition of 
Aoul ; Thou haU brought me to great ho- 
nour^ and comforted me on every side ; there- 
fore will I maise thee atid thy faithfulness^ 
O Ood.^ 

Jtord^ by thy favour thou hast made my 
mountain to stand strong: Thou hast set my 
feet in a large room ; Thou yrepaicst a table 
before me: — Tlum anoUitest my head with 
oil^ my ctqt runneth over; — to tfu* end that 
my glory may sing praise wUo thee^ and not 
he silent : The Lord is the portion of mine 
inheritance^ and of my cup ; thou /nainiain* 
est nty lot, 7'he lines are fallen unto me in 
pleasant places; yea I have a gfwdly heri- 
tage; therefore / will bless the Lord,^ 

In conceiving such meditaiicms. his head 
and his heart should constantly be employ- 
ed; as also in ermtriving wajs of declaring 
and dischargiiigrcaJ gratitude ; asking him- 
self, Wised shall I render unto the Lord for 
till his hemfitsi^ What shall I render to 
him, not only as a man. for all the giRs of 
nature ; as a Christian, for sdl the blessings 
of grace ; but as a gentleman also, for the 
many advantages of this my condition, be- 
voud so many of my brethren, by special 
providence unlulged to me? 

He hath all the common duties of piety, 
of charity, of sobriety, to discharge with 
fidelity; for being a gentleman doth not 
exempt him from being a Christian, but 
rather uifire strictly dom engagi* him to be 
such in li higher degree than others ; it is 

’ l Oor 7 « PsaI Ktj 21 TshI xx\ 7 . xwi 
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an obligation peculiarly incumbent on him, 
in return for God’s peculiar favours, to pay 
God all due obedience, and to exercise 
himself in all ^ood works; (lisobodieucc 
being a more heinous crime in him than in 
others, who liave not such encoui'ageinents 
to serve G(m1. 

His ubeilicnee may lx* inculcated by tho^e 
arguments which Joshua and iJamuel did 
use in pressing it on the Israelites : Only 
(said Samuel) fear the Lord^ and serve him 
in truth; for consider how great things God 
hath done for you. And, 7 htjtve given you 
(sailh God by Joshua) a land far wkwk ye 
dtd not labour^ and cities whUh ye built not; 
and ye dwell in them : of the vineyards and 
olivtyards which ye planted do ye eat. 
Now therefore fear the Lord^ and serve him 
in sincerity ank truth.^ 

llis disobedience may lx* aggravated, as 
N»^hemiah did that of the Israelites: They 
took drong cities and a fat land^ and pos- 
sessed houses full of all goods ^ wells digged^ 
vineyntds and oliveyards^ and fruit-trees in 
uhundame: so they did eat and wet e filled^ 
and hecam fat; am? delighted themselves in 
thy great goodness . nevertheless they were 
disobedient^ and rebelled against thee^ and 
cast thy law behind their bucks — They have 
not set ved thee in their kingdom^ and tn thy 
great goodness^ which thou gavesf them ; 
mither turned they from their wicked works,^ 

A gentleman hath more talents eomiuit- 
ted to liiiu, and consequently move employ- 
ment required of him: if a rustic labourer, 
or a mechanic artisan, hath one takni, a 
gentleman hath ten; he hath innate \i«.^our 
of sidrit, and height of courage fortified by 
use ; he hath accomplishment and refinc- 
menl of parts by liberal education ; he hath 
the succours of parentage, alliance, and 
friendship; lie hath wealth, he hath honour, 
ho hath power and authoiity, he hath com- 
mand of time and leisure ; he hath so many 
precious and useful talents bitrusted to 
him, not to be wrapped up in a napkin^ or 
hidden under grouvd ; ^ nut to be sqoand(*red 
away in private satisfactions, but for nego- 
tiutmi^f to bo put out to use, to bo improved 
in the most advantageous way to God’s ser- 
vioe. J Kveiy talent doth require a {Kirticular 
care and pains to mnmge it well. 

He particulai'ly is God's steward, in- 
trusted with God^s substance for the sus- 
tenonce and supply of God’s family; to 
relieve his fellow-servants in their nce<l, 

^ 1 Sam xU. 21 1 Jo<>h xxlv 13, 14. Nehem. i\, 
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upon 8(‘^isonable occasions, by hospil nitty, 
mercy, and charitable benofioeucc ; accord- 
ing to Hint intimation of our Lord, Who 
is that faithful and wise steward^ whom his 
lord shall nuike ruler over his lumehold^ to 
give th**m their portion and meat indue sea- 
son If ^ And according to those apostolical 
precepts, As every one hath received a gift 
(or special favour), even so minister the 
sum^ to me another^ as good stewards of 
the manifold grave of God: and, Charge 
the rkh in this worlds — that they do good^ 
that they be rich in good works^ ready to 
distribute^ willing to communicate,^ 

And he that is obliged to purvey for so 
many, and so to abound in gftod works, 
how can he want business? how can he 
pretend to a writ of ease I 

Surely that gentleman is very blind, and 
very barren of invention, who is to seek 
for work fit for him, or cannot etisily dis- 
cern many employments belonging to liirn, 
of groat concern and consequence. 

It is easy <o prompt and show him many 
biii»incsft(‘a>, imliftpensably belonging to liirn', 
as such. 

It is his business to minister relief to his 
poor neighbours, in their wants and dis- 
ti esses, by his wealth. It is his business to 
dii'cct and advise the ignorant, to comfort 
the afflicted, to reclaim the wicked, and 
encourage the good, by his wisdom » It is 
his business to protect the weak, to rescue 
the oppressed, to ease those who groan 
under heavy burdens, by his power ; to be 
such a gentleman, and so employed, as Job 
was ; who did not eat his morsel alone, so 
that tfLc fatherless did "not eat thereof; who 
did not withhold the poor from their desire, 
or cause tlte eyes of the widow to fail; who 
did not see any pensh for want of clothing, 
or any poor unthout coveritg; who deli- 
vered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, 
and him that hml mne to kelp himJ^ 

It is bis business to be hospitable ; kind 
and helpful to strangers ; following those 
noble gcntlemou, Abraham and Lot, who 
were so ready to invite and entertain stran- 
gers with bountiful eourtesy.*^ 

It is his business to maintidn peace, and 
appease dissensions among his neighbours, 
interposing his counsel and authority in 
order thereto: whereto he hath that brave 
gentleman, Moses, recommended for his 
pattern,® ^ 

It is his l>usille^s to promote the welfare 
and prosperity of his country with his best 

ret v<r^v«vr<t — Luke xH. 12. 
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endeavours, and by all his interest ; in which 
practice the sacred history doth propound 
divers gallant gentlemen (Joseph, Moses, 
Samuel, Nehemiah, Daniel, Mordecai, and 
all such renowned patri(fts) to jmdo him.'* 

It his business to govern his family well ; 
to educate his children in piety and virtue ; 
to keep hih servants in good order.** 

it is his business to look to his estate, 
and to keep it from wasting ; that he may 
sustmn the repute of his person and qua- 
lity with decency ; that he may bo iurnished 
with ability to do good, may provide well 
fur his family, may be hospitable, may have 
wherewith to help his brethren; for if, 
according to St. Paul's injunction, a man 
should work with his own hands, that he may 
have somewhat to impart to him that need- 
eth,^ then must he that hath an estate ho 
careful to preserve it, for the same good 
purpose. 

It is his business to cultivate his uiiiid 
with know ledge, with generous dispositions, 
with all worthy accomplishments befitting 
his condition, and quidifying him fur ho- 
nourable action ; so that he may excel, and 
hear himself above the vulgar level, no less 
in real inward worth, than in exterior garb ; 
that he be not a gentleman merely in name 
OP show. 

It is his business (and that no slight or 
easy business) to eschew the vices, to check 
the passions, to withstand the temptations, 
to winch his condition is liable ; * taking heeil 
that his wealth, honour, and power do not 
betray him unto pride, insolence, or con- 
tempt of his poorer brethren; unto injuo- 
tice or oppression ; unto luxury and riotous 
excess ; unto sloth, stupidity, forgetfulness 
(«f God, and irreligious profaneness. 

it is a business especially incumbent on 
him to be careful of his ways, that they 
may have good iiiflueuce on others, who 
are apt to look upon him us their guide 
and pattern. 

He should labour and study to be a leader 
unto virtue, and a notable promoter there- 
of; directing and exciting men thereto by 
his exemplary conversation ; encoura^ng 
them by his countenance and authority; 
rewarding the goodness of meaner people 
by bis bounty and favour: he should l>e 
such a gentleman as Noah, who preadied 
righteousness by his ^ords and works before 
a profane world. 

Such particular affairs Irntb every piTsoii 
of quality, credit, wcaJlh, and interest, al- 
lotted to him by God, and laid on him ay 

* Ardua nam roa est oplbus noa tradcro mofes. 
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duties; the which to discharge fii’thfully, 
uUl enough employ a man, and doth re- 
quire industry, much oare, much pains; 
excluding sloth and negligence : so ti^t it 
U impossible for a sluggard to be a worthy 
gentleman, virtuouhly dLsposed, a charitable 
neighbour, a good patriot, a good husband 
of bis estate ; any thing of that, to which 
Cod, by setting 1:^ in such a station, doth 
call him. 

Thus is a (gentleman obliged to industry 
in respect of God, who justly doth exact 
those labours of piety, charity, and all vir- 
tue, from lum. Further, 

2. He hath also obligations to mankind, 
demanding industry from him, upon ac- 
countb of common humanity, equity, and 
ingenuity; for 

How can he fairly subsist u}>on the com- 
mon industry of mankind, without bearing 
a shore thereof? How can he well satisfy 
himself to dwell stattlily, to feed daintily, 
to be ifinely clad, to maintain a pompous 
retinue, merely upon the sweat ai^ toil of 
others, without himsulf rendering a com- 
pensation, or makin|^ some competent re- 
turns of care and pain, redounding to the 
good of his neighbour? 

How can he justly claim, or reasonably 
expect from the world, the respect agree- 
able to his rank, if he doth not by worthy 
performances conduce to the benefit of it? 
Can men be obliged to regard those, from 
whom they receive no good? 

If no gentleman be tied to serve the 
public, or to yield help in sustaining the 
common burdens, and supplying the iioeds 
of mankind, then is the whole order merely 
a burden, and an offence to the world; a 
race of drones, a pack of ciphers, in the 
commonwealth, standing for in^thing, de- 
serving no conhideration or regard : and if 
an} are boun<l, then ail are ; for w by should 
the whole burden lie on some, while others 
are exempted? 

It is indeed supposed that all are bound 
thereto, seeing that all have recompenses 
publicly allowed to tlicm upon such conn- 
deratlons; divers respects and privileges 
peculiar to the order, grounded upon this 
supposition, that they deserve such advan- 
tages by conferring notable benefit to the 
public; the which indeed it were an arro- 
gance to seek, and an iniquity to accqvt, 

It is an insttfi^rable pride for any man 
to pretend or conceit himself to di& r so 
imich from his brethren, that he may be 
allowed to live in ease and sloth, while the 
rest of mankind ai*e subject to continual 
toil and tremble. Moreover, 
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3. A gentleman is bound to be indus. 
trious for his own sake; it is a duty which 
he oweth to himself, to his honour, to his 
interest, to his welfare. He cannot with- 
out industry continue like himself, or main- 
tain the honour and repute becoming his 
quality and state, or secure himself from 
contempt and disgrace; for to be honour- 
ablo and slothful are ^ings incoiisistent, 
seeing honour doth not grow, nor can sub- 
sist, without undertaking worthy designs, 
constantly pursuing them, and liappily a- 
ehieving them ; it is the fruit and reward 
of such actions, which ai^e not performed 
with ease. 

External respect and a semblance of 
honour, for the sake of public order, may 
be due to an exterior rank or title i hut to 
pay this, is not to honour the person, but 
his title ; because it is supposed, that men 
of real worth and use do bear it ; or lest, 
by refusing it to one, the whole order may 
seem disrespected; but yet true honour, 
or menial esteem, is not due upon su(‘h ac- 
counts; nor is it possible to render it unto 
any person, who doth not by wortliy quali- 
ties and good deeds appear to merit it. 

Nor can a gentleman without industry 
uphold his re^ interests against tht. at- 
tempts of envy, of treachei}, of flattery, 
of sycopliantry, of avarice, to which hia 
condition is obnoxious; to preserve Ins 
wealth and estate, which are the suppt>rts 
of his quality, he must oudurc cai-e and 
pains ; otherwise he will by greedy harpies 
and crafty lurchers be ntied or co/ciu d »>f 
his substance; it will of itstlf go to wreck, 
and be embezzled by negligence. 

He cannot without industry guarrl his 
personal welfaie from manifold lucouve- 
nienoes, molestations, and mischiefs ; idle- 
ness itself will be very troublesome and 
irksome to him. His time will lie upon 
his hands, as a pestering incumbrance. 
Ilis mind will be infestc<l with various ilis- 
tractions and distempers; vain and s«id 
‘thoughts, foul lusts, and unquiet passions 
will spring up therein, as weeds in a ne- 
glected soil. Ilib body will lan^ish and 
become destitute of health, of vigour, of 
actnity, for want of due exercise. All the 
mibchiefs, which naturally do spring from 
sloth and stupidity will seize upou him. 

4, Thus, upon various accounts, a gen- 
tleman is engaged to hubiness, and con- 
cerned to exercise industry therein; we 
may add, that indeed the very nature of 
gentility, or the true notion of a gentle- 
man, doth imply so much. 

For what, f pray, is a gentleman, what 
piopcrties liath he, what qualities are cha- 
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ractmstioal or peculiar to him, whereby 
he is (listinguisfaeA from others, and raised 
above the vulgar ? Are they not espedally 
two, courage and courtesy? which he that 
wanteth, is not otherwise than equivocally 
a gentleman, as an image or a carcass is a 
man ; without which, g^mtility in a conspi* 
euous degree is no more than a vain show 
or an empty name: and these plainly do 
involve industry, do exclude slothfulness; 
for courago doth prompt boldly to under-* 
fake, and resolutely to despatch J^eat en- 
terprises and employments of difficulty: it 
is not seen in a daunting garb, or strutting 
deportment j not in hector ly, ruffian-like 
swaggering or huffing; uot in high looks 
or big words; but in stout and gallant 
d(^eds, employing vigour of mind and beat^t 
to achieve them : how can a man otherwise 
approve himself for courageous, than by 
signalizing himself in such a way ? 

And for courtesy, how otherwise can it 
bo well displayed than in sedulous activity 
for the good of men ? It surely doth not 
consist in modish forms of address, or 
cmnplimental expressions, or hollow pro- 
fessions, commonly void of tui^auing or of 
sincerity; but in real performances of bc- 
iieficcnei^, when occasion doth iimtc, and 
in waiting for opportunities to do good; 
the which proctico is accompanied witli 
some oarc and pain, adding a price to it; 
for an easy courtesy is therefore small, be- 
cause <*asy, and may bo deemed to proceed 
ruth(>r from ordinary humanitv, tlian from 
gentle disposition ; so that, in nne, he alone 
<2(»th apjiear truly a gentleman, who hath 
the heart to undergo hard tasks for public 
g(K)d, and willingly taketb pains to oblige 
his neighbours and friends. 

'rile work indeed of gentlemen is 
not so gross, hat it may be as smart and 
painful us any other. For all hard work is 
not manual ; there are other instruments 
of action beside the plough, the spade, the 
hammer, the shuttle : nor doth every work 
produce sweat, and visible tiring of body: 
the head may work hard in contrivance of 
good designs; the tongue may be very ac- 
tive in dis|)ensin{^ advice, persuasion, com^ 
fort, and ediiicatioa in viHue ; a man may 
bestir himself in going about to do good: 
these are works employing the oleady in- 
dustry of a gentleman. 

6. In such works it was, lhat the truest 
and greatest pattern of gentility that ever 
was, did employ himself. Who was that ? 
Even our Lord himself; for he had no 
particular trade or profession : no man can 
he inor4< loose ^om any engagenumt to the 
world than he was; uo man had less need 
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of busine«is or pajns-tal(ing than he ; for he 
liad a vast estute, being heir of all things^ 
all the world being at his disposal ; ^ea, 
infinitely more, ii being in his power with 
a word to create whatever ho would to 
servo Ids need or satiKsfy his pleasure ; om- 
nipotoncy being his treasuro and supply ; 
he had a ndinuo of angels to wait on him, 
and minister to him ; whatever sufficiency 
any man can fitney to himself to dispt'use 
with his taking pains, that had he in a far 
higher degree;* yet did he find work for 
himself, and continually was employed in 
performing service to God, and impai'ting 
bemdits to men; nor was ever industry 
exercised upon earth comparable to hib. 

Gentlemen, therefore, would do well to 
make him the pattern of their life, to wlioso 
industry they mu<^t be beholden for their 
salvation ; in order whereto we recommend 
them to Ids grace. 

SERMON LIV. 

or INDUSTUY IN OUB PARTICULAR CALLINO, 
AS SCHOLARS. 

Rom. xii. 11.— Nbf slothful in business, 

I PROCEED to the other sort of persons, 
whom wo did propound, namely, 

il. Scholars; and that on them parli- 
ctilarJy great engagements do lie to be 
industrious, is most evident from various 
consld(n'ations. 

The nature and design of this calling 
doth suppose industry ; the matter and ex- 
tent of it doth require industry ; the worth 
of it doth highly deserve industry . We 
are, in special gratitude to God, in charity 
to men, m due regard to oursehcb, bound 
unto it. 

1, First, 1 say, the nature and design of 
our calling doth suppohc industry: There 
is (saith the divine l^*eacli(‘r) a man whose 
lahout is in wisdom^ in htumdeflge^ tmd in 
equity,^ Such men arc scholars; so that 
we are indeed no scholars, but absurd 
usurpers of the name, if wc^ are not labo- 
rious ; for what is a schedar, but one who 
retireth his person, and avocateth his mind 
from other occupations, and worldly en- 
tertainments, that he may oacarc 

studiis^ employ his mind and leisuiM* on 
study and learning, in the search of trutli, 
the (piest of knowledge, the improvoinenl 
of his reason. Wherefore an idle scholar, 
a lazy student, a sluggish man of learning, 
ia nonsense. 

W hat is learning, but a ffiligent atten- 
•Ua liii II ^ • Ecclpfl. H. 21 i H 
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dance to instrnction of masters^ ftkUlcd in 
any knowledge, and conveying their no- 
tions to 118 in word or writing? 

What is study, but an earnest, steady, 
porsevcring application of mind to some 
matter, on which we iix our thoughts, with 
intent to see through it ? What, in Solo- 
inon'b langusj^e, are these scholastic occu- 
pations, but inclining the and applying 
our heart to ^mderstandingf^ than which 
commonly there is nothing more laboriouH, 
more straining nature, and more tiring our 
spirits ; whence it is well compared to tlie 
ino<4t painful exercises of body and souL 

The Wise Man, advising men to seek 
wisdom, the wliich is the proper design of 
our calling, doth intimate that work to be 
like digging in the mines for silver, and 
like scurchiiig all about for concealed trea- 
sure; than which there can hardly be any 
more difficult and painful task i If (saith he) 
thou eeekest htr as silver^ mid searcheet for 
her as for hid trea&uies^ then skalt tkov un~ 
dmtand.^ Otherwhere he cornpareth the 
same work to assiduous watching and wait- 
ing, like that of a guard or a client, which 
ore the greatest instances of diligence : 
Blessed (saith he, or Wisdom by him saith, 
Blessed) is the man that heareth iwc, wzteh- 
ing daily at my gates ^ malting at the posts 
of my do<trs,^ 

Wherefore, if we will approve ourselves 
to be what we are called, and what we pro- 
tend to be ; it we will avoid being impos- 
tors, assuming a name not due to us, we 
must not be slothful. Further, 

2. The matter and extent of our bwi- 
ness doth require industry from us ; the 
matter of it, which is truth and knowledge ; 
the extent, which is very large and com- 
prehensive, taking in all truth, all know- 
ledge, worthy our study, and useful for the 
designs of it. 

Our business is to find truth ; the which, 
even in matters of high importance, is not 
cosily to be discovered; being as a vein of 
silver, encompassed with earth and mixed 
with dross, deeply laid in the obscurity of 
things, wrapt up in false appearances, cn- 
tanj^ed with objections, and perplexed with 
denates ; being therefore not readily dis- 
coverable, especially by minds clouded with 
prejudices, lusts, passions, partial afFec^ 
tions, appetites of honour and interest; 
whence to descry it requiroth the most 
curious observation and solicitous circum- 
spettiim that can be; together with gi*eat 
pains in tlic preparation and purgation of 
oiir minds toward tlie inquiiy of it. 

Oui business is to attain knowledge, 

‘ Piov ij rtpro\ il 4,5 • Prov. Uil 31 


not coneorning obvious and vulgar matters, 
but about sublime, abstruse, intricate, and 
knotty subjects, remote from common ob- 
servation and sense ; to get sure and exact 
notions about which will try the best forces 
of our mind with their utmost endeavciurs ; 
in firmly settling principles, in strictly de- 
ducing consequences, in orderly digesting 
conclusions, in faithfully retiuning what we 
learn by our contemplation and study. 

And if to get a comj>etent knowledge 
about a few things, or to be reasonably 
skilful in any sort of leoniing, be dlfficidt, 
how much industry doth it require to be 
well scon in many, or to have waded tlu*ongb 
the vast compass of learning, in no part 
whefeof a scholar may conveniently or 
handsomely be ignorant; seeing there is 
such u comicetion of things, and depend- 
ence of notions, that one part of learning 
doth confer light to another, tliat a man 
can hardly well understand any thing with- 
out knowing divers other things ; that he 
wdl be a lame scholar, who hath not an 
insight into many kinds of knowledge ; tliai 
he can hardly be a good scdiolar who is not 
a general one. 

To understand so many langnagi^s, which 
are the shells of knowledge ; to compre- 
hend so many sciences, full of v«irious the- 
orenis and problems ; to peruse so many 
liistories of ancient and modern times ; to 
know the world, both natural and liunian ; 
to be acquainted with the various inven- 
tions, inquiries, opinions, and controversies 
of learned men ; to skill the arts of expres- 
sing our mind, and imparting our concep- 
tions with advantage, so as to instruct or 
persuade others ; these are works imlced, 
which will exercise and strain all om' facul- 
ties (our reason, our fancy, our memory) in 
painful study. 

Tlie knowledge of such tilings is not in- 
nate to us ; it doth not of itself spring up 
in our minds ; it is nut any ways inciclent 
by chance, or infused by grace (except 
rai’eiy by miracle;) common observation 
doth not produce it ; it cannot be purchased 
at any rate, except by that, for which it was 
said of old, the gods sell aU things^ that is 
for pains ; without which, the best wit and 
greatest capacity may not render a man 
learned, as the best soil will not yield good 
fruit or grain, if they be not planted or 
sown therein. 

("onsider, if vou please, what a scholar 
Solomon was : Inside his skill in politics, 
which was his principal faculty and profes- 
sion, whereby he did with admirable dex- 
terity and prudence manage the affairs of 
* Dii laf)oiibu4 onuiia veiulant 
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that great kingdom, judgijtg his peopU^ mid Such a scholar was he j and such if wc 
discemi^ what was good and bad, ' aoou- have a noble ambition to be, we must use 
ratcly dispensing justice ; settling his conn- the course he did ; which was Rrst in hJ.H 
try in a most Bourishing state of peace, heart to prefer wisdom before all worldly 
ordtT, plenty, and wealth ; largely extend- things ; then to pray to God for it, or for 
ing his territory; so that 1:^ wisdom of this his blessing in our quest of it • then to uso 
kind was famous over the earth: beside, I the means of attaining it, diligent search- 
say, this civil wisdom, he had an exquisite ing and hard study; for that this was his 
skill in natural philosophy and medicine; method he telleth us: I Csaith he") applied 
for he spake of trees^ or plants, from the my heart to know^ and to search^ and to seek 
cedar that is in I/ebanan^ even vnto the hys* out wisdom, and the reason of things*^ 
sop that springeth out of the wall: he spake Such considerations show the necessity 
also of and of fowl, and of creeping of industry for a scholar. But, 

things, and of fishes^ * 3. The worth, and excellency, and great 

He was well versed in mathematics ; for utility, together with the plea&antnesb of bib 
it is said, Solomon's wisdom excelled the vocation, deserving the highest industry, 
wudom of all the children of the eust^om* do superadd much obligation thereto. 
try, and all the wisdom of Egypt the We are much bound to be diligent out 
wisdom of Which nations did consist in those of ingenuity , and in gratitude to God, who 
sciences. And of his mechanic skill be left by his gracious providence liath assigned 
for a monument the most glorious struc. to us a calling so worthy, an cmploymeiit 
ture that ever stood on earth. so comfortable, a way of life no Jess coui- 

Ho was very skilful in poetry and music; roodious, beneficial, and delightful to our- 
for he (lid himself cosnpose above a thousand selves, than serviceable to God, and useful 
' whereof owe yet extant declareth for the world, 
tlie loftiness of his fancy, the richness of If we had our option and choice, what 
Ills \iin, and the elegancy of lus» style. calling could we desire before this of any 
He had great ability in rhetofic; aecor- whereto men are affixed? How could we 
ding to that in Wisdom, God granted me belter employ our mind, or place our la- 
io as I would i and that in Ecolesi Lour, or spend our time, or pass our pil- 
ast(‘s, The preacher soiurht to find out cic- j gr image in this world, than in schola&tical 
vt ptahlf* words ; J a great instance of which uceupatiotis ? 

fac ulty w liave in that admirable pra;, cr It were hard to reckon up, or to express, 
of his conqiosm'c at the dedication of the the numherle'^s great advantages of this 
temple. callieg: I shall therefore only touch some. 

He did wonderfully excel in ethics ; con- which readily fall under my thought, rc- 
ecrning which he spake three thousand ^fro^ commendiiig*it9 value to us. 

or moral aphorisms ; said moreover It is a calling, the design whereof con- 
(scUth EcolesmstcM) /iccausc theitreacher was spireth with the general end of our being; 
trise, he still taught the people knowledge; the peifection of our nature in its endow- 
yea,ke gave good heed, aiul sought out, arid ments, and the fruition of it in its best 
At4 in order many proverbs;^ the which did qjperations* 

i ordain 0 great vaiicty of notable observa- It is a calling, which doth not employ us 
tions, and useful directions for common life, in bodily toil, in worldly care, in pursuit of 
(‘ouclied m pithy expressions. trivial affairs, in sordid drudgeries ; but 

As for tht.'ology, as the study of that in those angelical operations of soul, the 
was the chief study to which he c^dioi’toth contemplation of truth, and attainincut of 
others (as to the head, or principal part, wisdom; which are the worthiest exercises 
of wisdom,^) so questionless he was him- of our reason, and sweetest entertainments 
self most conversarit therein; tor proof of our mind; the most precious wealth, 
whereof ho did leave so many excellent and most lieaulifid ornaments of our soul; 
flieoroms and precepts of divinity to us* whereby our faculties are improved, are 
In fine, there is no sort of knowledge, to polished and refined, are enlarged in their 
which he did not apply his study: witness power and use by habitual accessions: ili<‘ 
himself in those words, I gave my heart to which are conducihle to our own greatust 
seek and search out by wisdom concerning all profit and benefit, as serving to rectify our 
things that are done under heaven,”^ wills, to compose our affeetiops, to guide 

. 1 Kteg. u.. . I Kio^niv m *6 ; X. S7 i h. ““*■ ^ 

21, Kv. X S 24 , iv. 38. »• 1 Kiuk-' i' 30 ‘1 Kings Ulllo I'dlClt}’.** 
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iivill mof»t sever us from the vulgar sort c 
ineit, and advance us above the commot 
{>it<‘h ; enduing us with light to see ^rther 
than other inon, disposing us to affect betu^r 
thing<i, and to slight those meaner object! 
of human desire, on which men commonly 
dole ; freeing us from the erroneous con- 
ceits and from the perverse affections of 
common people. It is said, 
a! y^€cufi»r0c, mefi of learning are 

dovJfile-sighted i but it is true, that in many 
cases tht y see infinite ly further than a vul- 
gar siglit doth reach. And if a man by 
seriouM study doth acquirt* a clear and solid 
judMcnt of tilings, so as to assign to each 
its due weight and price ; if he iKrcordiugly 
1)0 inclined in his heart to affiM*t and pursue 
them; if from clear and right notions of 
tilings, a meek and ingenuous temper of 
mind, a command and moderation of pas- 
sions, a firm integrity, and a cordial foye 
of gomlness do spring, he thereby bccoineth 
another kind of thing, much different from 
those brutish men (beasts of the people) 
ulio blindly follow the motifuis of their 
sruisual appetite, or the suggestions of their 
fdiuy, or their mistaken prejudices. 

It is a calling uhich hath these consi- 
derable advantages, that, by virtue of im- 
provement therein, we can see with our 
own eyes, and guide ourselves by our own 
reasons, not being led blindfold about, or 
depending procariously on the conduct of 
others, in matters of highest concern to 
ns ; tliat we ai*e exempted from giddy cre- 
dulity, from wavering levity, fiom fond 
admiration of persons and thuigs, being 
able fo distingnish of things, and to settle 
our judgments aliout them, and to get an 
intimate acquaintanct with them, assuring 
to us their true nature and worth; that we 
arc also thereby rescued from admiriqg 
ourselves, mid that overweening self-con- 
reitodness, of which llie Wise Man saith, 
The blvggard i& winter in his own com eit than 
seven men that can render a reason.^ 

It is a calling, whereby wc are qualified 
and enabled to do God service ; to gratity 
his desires, to promote his honour, to ad- 
vance his interests; to render his name 
glorious in the world, by teaching, inain- 
tiitning, and propagating his truth; by per- 
suading men to nmder their due love, re- 
verence, and obedience to him; than which 
wo can have no more honouiable or satis- 
fa(»tory cmplo}meiit; more like to that of 
tlie glorious and blessed spirits. 

It is a calling, the due prosecution 
when Of doth ingratiate us with God, and 
procuicth lus favour; rendering us fit ob- 

1 PlOV. JLXSl, 10 
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jects of his love, and entitling us thereto in 
regard to our qualities and recoinpcmso of 
our works: for Oad hveth now but him 
that dimelleth mth wisdom: and, So skalt 
thou find favour and good yndarstasidwg in 
the sight of Ood and 

It IS a calling, whereby with greatest ad- 
vantage we may benefit men, deserve 
well of the world; drawing men to the 
knowledge and service of God, reclaiming 
them from error and sin, rescuing them 
from misery, and conducting them to liap- 
piness ; by clear instruction, by faithful ad- 
monition, by powerful oxliortation. And 
what can be more noble, than to be the 
lights of the world, the guides of practice 
to men, the authors of so much good, so 
egregious benefactors to mankind? 

It is a calling most exempt from the 
cares, the crosses, the turmoils, the factious 
jars, tlie anxious intriguoM, the vexatious 
molestations of t he world ; its business lying 
out of tlic road of those mischief?, whcilly 
lying in solitary retirement, or being trans- 
acted in the most innuceiit and ingenuous 
company. 

It is a calling least subject to any danger 
or disappointment; wheriiii we may well 
be assured not to miscarry or lose our la- 
*our ; for th(^ merchant indeed b} manifold 
accidents may lose his voyage, or find a had 
market ; the husbandman may plough aixl 
?ow in vain : but the student liardly can fail 
if improving his stock, aud leaping a good 
n’op of knowledge ; especially if he study 
with a conscientious mind, and^noiis reve- 
rence to God, imploring his gi'dcious hel]) 
and blessing. 

It is a calJirig, the industry used wherein 
doth abmidanUy rt»compense itself, by the 
pleasure and swcctiitss which it carrieth In 
t * so that the inure pains one taketh, the 
oiorc delight he findeth, feeling himself 
•roportionahly to grow in knowledge, and 
hat his work bccomelh continually more 
easy to him. 

It is ^ calling, the business whereof doth 
io exercise as not to weary, so eniottaiu as 
not to cloy us ; being not (as other occujia- 
Jons are) a drawing in a mill, or a nauseous 
edious repetition of the same work; hut c 
iontinuod progress towards fresh objects ; 
>ur mind not being staked to one or a few 
loor matters, but having immense fields of 
iuntemplation, wherein it may everlasting- 
ly expatiate, with great proficiency and 
»Ieasurc.* 

It is a calling, which doth ever afford 
dentiful fruit, even in regaid to the con- 

** ctii 
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vonicnces of this present and teznporaJ 
state ; llte which suiliciently will requite 
the pains expended thereon ; for if we bo 
honestly industrious, we shall not want suc- 
cess ; and suooeeding, we shall not want a 
coinpetenco of wealth, of reputation, of in- 
terest in the world: for concerning wisdom, 
which is the result of lionest study, the 
Wise Mon telieth us, Rickos and honour 
are with her^ yea^ durdble riches and rights 
eoumm : length of days is in her right 
hand^ and ih hrr left luind riches and ho^ 
nour : Exalt her^ and she shall promde thee ; 
^he shall bring thee to honour^ when thou 
dost efubraoe her; she shall gvoe to thine 
head an ornament of graee^ a croum of glory 
shall she delwer to thee,^ In common ex- 
perience, the wealth of the mind doth 
ijualify for employments, which have j^ood 
recompenses annexed to them ; and neither 
God uor man will sutler him long to want, 
who is endowed with wortl)y occomplidi- 
incnts of Itiiow ledge. It was a ridiculous 
pro\idcnoo in Nero, that if he should chance 
to lo'.o his cnqdre, he might li\ e by dddling : 
yot his motto was good; and Dionysius, 
another tjrant, ft)und the benefit of it ; ra 
yv.Bu he that hath any 
good art, hath therein an estate, and land 
in every place ; he is secured against being 
reduced to extremity of any misfortune : 
Wtsdim (saith the Wise Man) is a defence^ 
and money is a defence ; but the excellenry 
of ktwwl^e is^ that wisdom giveth life to 
them that lair ' fL* Money is a defence, of 
which fortune may bereave us ; but wisdom 
is beyond its aftlaoks, being a treasure 
St at(>d in a place inaccosslblo to external 
impn ssious. 

And as a learned man cannot be desti- 
tute of substance; so he cannot want ci*e- 
dit, having such an ornament, than wdiich 
none hath a more general estimation ; and 
which cun be of low rale only among that 
sort of folk, to whom Solomon saith, Hme 
loug^ yv simple ones^ will ye hee simpluity t 
— ami fools hate knowledge 9 It is that 
w Inch recommendeth araati in all company, 
and proouretli regard, every one yielding 
attontiup and acceptance to instructive, 
neat, apposite discourse (that which the 
scripture caUcth acceptable^ pleuscmi^ gra- 
cious words;^) men think themselves obliginl 
thereby, by receiving information and sa- 
tisfaction from it ; and accordingly. Every 
man (saith the Wiso Man) shall kiss his Ups 
that gieeth a right stumer; und^for the 
grace of his lips the king shall he his friend, 

^ Prov Tiii 18 ; HI. 16 ; iv 8, ♦>. • EcpI. vii 12 
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and, the words of a wise mm's nmth are 
ggacums,^ It is that, an eminency wherein 
purchaseth lasting fame, and a lifo after 
death, in the good memory and opinion of 
posterity : Many shall commend kis under- 
standing ; and so long as the world enduroth^ 
it shall not be blotted out : his memorial shall 
not depart amay^ and his name shall live 
from generation to generation.'* A fame no 
less groat, and far more innocent, than acts 
of cliivalry and martial prowess ; for is not 
Aristotle as n^tiowmd for teaching the 
world with his pen, as Alexander for con- 
quering it wdth his sword ? Is not one fiir 
oftener mentioned than the other ? Do not 
men hold tbt^mselves much more obliged 
to tile learning of the philosopher, than to 
the yalour of the warrior ? Indeed the fame 
of all others is indebted to the pains of the 
scholar, and could not subsist but with and 
by his faaie: Dignum laude virum Musa 
oetat ntori; learning consecrateth itself and 
its subject together to immortal remem- 
brance. 

It is a calling that fitteth a man for all 
conditions and fortunes; so that he can 
enjoy pr<>sperity with moderation, and sus- 
tain adversity with comfort; he that iovelh 
a book will never wont a faithful foiend, a 
wholesome counsellor, a cheerful compa- 
nion, an efTcctual comforter. By study, by 
reading, by thinking, one may innocently 
divert and pleasantly entertain himself, as 
in all weathers, so in all fortunes. 

Ill fine, it is a calling, which Solomon, 
who had curiously observed and exat»tly 
compared and scanned, by reason and by 
experiem^e, all other occupations and ways 
of life, did prefer above all otliers ; and we 
njay presume would sooner have parted 
with his royal state, than with his learning ; 
for Wisdom (saith he) is thepiintipal things 
therefore get wisdom^ and with all thy get- 
ting get understanding;^ and, Then I saw 
(then, that is, after a serious dis(|uibition 
and discussion of thing I saw) that unsdum 
excelleth folly (that is, kiu>w)i>dge excelleth 
ignorance) ns light excelleth darkness.* 

These things and much more may be 
said of learning in general; but if more 
distinctly wc survey each part, and each 
object of it, we shall find tiiat each doth 
yield considerable cmuiuTU(*nts and delights, 
benefit to our soul, advantage to our tiie ; 
satisfaction to our mind. 

The observation of tilings, and collection 
of experiments, how doth it enrich the mind 
with ideas, and breed a kind of familiar ao- 
i|uaiiitauce with all things, so tliat nothing 
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sttxrprisc us, or strike our mind ¥^ith 
ustonihhmeni and admiration I And if our 
cyp bp md satisfied with seeing^ nor our ear 
filled unth hpwring^ how much less is our 
mind satiated with the pleasures of speou* 
lating and observing that immense variety 
of objecis subject to its viewl 

Tiie exercise of our mind in rational dis- 
cursiveness about things in quest of truth ; 
canvassing questions, examining arguments 
f(»r and against; how greatly doth it better 
us, fortifjring our natural parts, enabling 
Ub to fix oiu' thoughts (»u objects without 
roving, inuring us to weigh and resolve, 
and judge w ell about matters proposed ; 
preserving us from being easily abused by 
captious fallacies, gulled by specious pre- 
h'ttcph, tossed about with every doubt or 
obj(>otiDn started before us ! 

invention of any kind (in discerning the 
causes of abstruse effects, in resolving hard 
problems, in demonstratuig theorems, in 
framing comjio&ures of witty description, 
or forcible persuasion), how much doth it 
c'xcced the pleasure of hunting for any 
game, or of combating for any victory! 
l)o any man's children so much please him, 
as these creatures of his brain ? 

The reading of books, what is it but con- 
versing with the wisest men of all ages and 
all countries, who thereby communicate to 
\i& their most dcliborato thoughts, choicest 
notions, and best invemtions, couched in 
good expression, and digested in exact 
method ? 

And as to the particular matters or oh- 
jeets of study, all have their use and plc^a- 
bui'c. I shall only touch them. 

The very initial studies of tongues and 
grammatical literature arc very profitable 
iuid n<*cebsary, as the inlets to knowledge, 
whereby wc arc enabled to understand wist* 
men speaking their sense in their <»wn 
terms and lively strain, whereby especially 
wc aiv‘ assisted to drink sacred knowledge 
out of llie fountains, the divine oracles. 

Luther would not pai*t with a little He- 
brew he had for all the Turkish empire. 

Rhetoric, or the art of conve)dng our 
thoughts to others by speech with advan- 
tages of cleamoss, force, and elegancy, so 
us to instruct, to persuade, to delight the 
auditoub; of how great honefiit is it, if it be 
well used! JIow much may it conduce to 
tho son ice of Ciod, and edification of men! 
What hath been a more effectual instru- 
nii'iit of doing good, and working wonders 
ii(»l only in the world, but in the church? 
How many souls have been converted from 
f j 1 oi\ vanity, and vice, to truth, *^oberuess, 
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and virtuo, by an eloquent Apollos, a Basil, 
a Chrysostom ! * 

The perusal of history, how plcasmit il- 
lumination of mind, how useful dircctioa 
of life, how sprightly incentives to virtue 
doth it afford ! How doth it supply the 
room of experience, and furnish us with 
prudence at the expense of others, infurm- 
mg us about the ways of action, aud tho 
consequences thereof by examjdes, without 
our own danger or trouble ! How may it 
instruct and encourage us in piety, while 
therein we trace the path»> of God in men, 
or observe the metliods of divine Provi- 
dence, bow tho Lord and Judge of the 
world in due season protocteth, prosperetb, 
blcsseth, rcwardetli innocence and integri- 
ty ; how he crossetli, dcfcateth, blastctb, 
curseth, punisheth iniquity, and outrage ; 
managing things witli admirable tciupei’ of 
wisdom, to the good of mankind, and ad- 
vancement of his own glory 1 

The inathcrnatical sciences, how pleasant 
is the speculation of them to the mind ! how 
iLseful is the practice to C(»iniiu)n life ’ how 
do they whet and excite the mind ! how do 
they inure it to strict reasoning and patient 
meditation ! 

Natural philosophy, fhc contemplation 
of this great theatre, or visible svstein pre- 
sented before us; observing the variims 
appearances therein, aud enquiring into 
tlieir causes ; reflecting on the order, con- 
nection, and harmony of things ; conside- 
riug their original source oniJ their final 
design: how dotli it onlaigc our iniml , 
and advance them above vulgar amuse- 
ments, and the adudration of petty 
things, about which men cark and Hiker! 
Ilow may it serve to work in us pious af- 
fections of admiration, reverence, and Iom* 
toward oiu* great Creator, whose eternal 
dimnity is clearly seen^ whose glory h de- 
elared^^ whoso transcendimt perfections and 
attributes of immense powcT, wisdom, and 
goodness are conspicuousl} displa\ed, whose 
particular kindness toward us nun doth 
evidently shine in those his works of na- 
tui'c ! 

The study of moral philosophy, how 
exceedingly beneficial may it be to us, sug- 
gesting to us the dictates of reason, con- 
eeruiug tiie nature and faculties of our 
soul, the chief good aud end of our life, 
the way and means of attaining ha{ipiiiess, 
the best rules and methods of practice; 
the distinctions between good and evil, tin* 
nature of each virtue, and motives to ein- 
biacp il; the rank wliereiu w^i* stand intle- 
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world, and this duties proper to our rela- 
' lions ; by rightly underbta^ng and esti- 
mating which things, we may know how to 
behave ourselves decently and soberly to- 
ward ourselves, justly and prudently toward 
^ our neighbours ; we may learn to correct 
our inclinations, to regulate our appetites, 
to moderate our passions, to govern <w 
at Hons, to conduct and wield all our prac- 
tice well in prosecution of our end;’ so as 
to cnj0> «mr being and conveniences of life 
in eonslant quiet and peace, with trauqiul- 
lit} and satisfaction of mind ! 

But especially the study of theology, how 
numberless, uuexprcshible advantages doth 
it\i(ld! Tor 

It enligbfeneth our luiuds with the best 
knowledge coiieeruing the most high and 
worthy obji'cts, in order to the moat happy 
end, with the finnost assurajice. 

It fortuiuly ami perfectly doth inforiUus 
concerning the nature and attributes, the 
will and intentions, the works and provi- 
dence of God. 

11 fully declareth to us our ovvn nature, 
our original, our dcbigned end, our a hole 
duty, om* certain way of attaining eternal 
life and felicity.^ 

Jj exactly teachotb us how^ wo should 
demean ourselves in all respects piously 
toward God, justly and cliai'itably toward 
our neighbour, soberly toward ourselves ; 
w ithout blame in the w(»rld, with satisfac- 
tion of our con‘'Cieuce, with assured hope 
of blessed rewards. 

It propobeth those encouragemeuls, and 
exlubitcth assurances of tha'^e helps, which 
sene potently to engage us in all good 
practice. 

It setuth before us a most complete and 
lively pattern of all goodness; aj»t most 
clearly to direct, most strongly to exeito, 
must tthligingly to engage* u<t thereto; esr 
peciall) instructing and inclining to tho 
prar‘tice of tlie most high and hard duties, 
meekness, humility, patience, scli-denial, 
contempt of all worldly vanitiesi 

ll d£eoverefh those suhhine mysteries 
and stupendous wonderti of grace, whereby 
(n>d hath doinonstrated an incomprt‘hen- 
sible kindness to mankind, and oim obliga- 
tion to coiTespoudent gratitude.'" 

It reprtsemeth manifold ai'gumenta and 
incentives to love God \im most intense 
a lit ction, to conhde in him witli most firm 
asMiratiee, to delight in him continually 
init/i joy ttn&pi^akahle i which are the no- 
M( st, the sweetest, the hapidesi operations 
t'l' oar ‘loul. 
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Itrcarelh our hearts from vain thoughts 
and mean desires concerning these poor, 
transitory, earthly things, to contempla- 
tions, affections, and hopes toward objects 
most ejcpellent, eternal, and celestial.® 

It engageth us to study the book of God, 
the book of books, the richest mine of nmst 
excellent knovrledge, containing i&fallibte 
oracles of truth, and heavenly rules of lift, 
which are able to make us wise to satvation^ 
and perfect to every good work,^ 

And how can we otherwhe be so well 
employed, as in meditation about euch 
things ? What occupation doth nearer ap- 
proach to that of the blessed ^geU ? What 
neaven is there upon ear& like to that of 
constantly frasUng our wnds and hearts in 
the contemplalioO of such Objects ? E«q>e* 
cially eoiisiaoring that this study doth not 
only yield fU'ivate hemdit to ouarselves in 
forwarding our own satvatioii, but enahieth 
m by our guidance and encourag«®aent to 
promote the eternal welfero of othvvft, and 
by om* endeavours to people heaven, ac- 
cording to that eathortatioD of St, I’aul 
pressing on Timothy this study w ith dili- 
gence: Meditate upon these thmgS: give 
tkyipjf wholly to them, thfd thy proMog 
may appear to aU, Take /icerf unto tnysey ^ 
and unto the doctrine; continue in them ; for 
in doing this thou shaft both save t/ipw//, 
and them that hear thee*^ 

So considerable is each part of learning, 
so evti omely profitable are some parts of 
it. Indeed the skill of any liberal art is 
valudde, as a handsome ornanient, os an 
harmles't divertisement, as ai' useful in- 
si ninient upon oc(»sions ; as preferable to 
all other ac’complibhmeuts and a*! vantages 
of person or fortune (beauty, htrengtli, 
wealtli, power, or the like ;) for who would 
not purcha'^e any kind of such knowledge 
at any rate; who would sell it for any 
price; who would not choose rather to be 
deformed or impotent in his body, than to 
have a mishapen and weak mind; to have 
rather a kmk purse, tlian an empty brain; 
to have no title at all, than !m> w^orth to 
bear it out ; if any w onld, he in not of So- 
hmion's mind ; for of wisdom (by winch he 
mcanoth a comprehenbion of all knowledge, 
divine and human into which the know- 
ledge of natural things, of mathematics ot 
poetry, are i*eekoned mgrodionls ) he sail)), 
r/c' merrhavdise of it w better than the w/er- 
ehondise of sih *r, and tk* gain thereof than 
fue gold; hhe i* more preuotfs thrm i 
and all the things thou ranct deshc are md 
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to Imwni^edmio her, Berjh^u better 
t/tangold, ^thmfiaegtmt md her re- 
venue thm choice wSierA 

Now^ then, conjudering a!2 tbese advan^i 
tages of oiir caiUing, lif we by ohr xkegiigenoe 
or sltkggishne^ tl]ierm do Soee them, arc 
we not very ingrateM to Gkid, who gave 
aa with a gracioiiB int^ for onr 
^od, ao with exmotation that we should 
improve them to his serviee? If God had 
allotted to ns the oallinff of rustiea, or of 
•artificers, we had been impious in not dili- 
{^ontly following it ; but w© are abominably 
ingratcful in negleoting this most incom- 
parably excellent vocation. 

Are we not extremely defective to our- 
selvos, if induing a wretched humour of 
l&dness we will not enjoy those sweet plea- 
sures, nor embrace those great profits to 
which God in iner<^ callew us? 

If Solomon said true, JSe thot getteth 
wisdom lopefh Ais own iovl^ he that heepeth 
understanding shall Jindgood;^ how httlo 
friends arc wo to oui’selves, how neglectful 
of our own welfare, by not using tlio means 
of getting wisdom! 

Iwort of him that hath understanding 
seeketh hnowkdge^^ saith Solomon ; what 
a fool, then, is he that shunneth it ! n ho, 
though it be his way, and his special duty 
to seek it, yet neglecteth it$ choosing ra^ 
Iher to do nothing, or to do worse. 

^ And do wo not deserve great blame, 
displeasure, and disgrace from mankind, 
if, having such opportanities of qualifying 
oursehes to do good, and serve the public, 
we by our iiiloness render oui’selves worth- 
IcMs and useless? 

How, being slothful in our business, can 
we answer for onr violating the wills, for 
abusing the goodness, for perverting the 
charity and bounty of our worthy founders 
and benefactors, who gave os the ^ood 
things we enjoy, not to maintain us in idle- 
ness, but for supports and encouragements 
of our indnstiy I how can we excuse our- 
selves from dishonesty, and perfidious de'A- 
ing, seeing that we are admitted to thcAe 
enjoyments under condition, and upon con- 
fidence (confirmed by our free promises and 
roost solemn engagements) of using them 
according to their pious intent, tliat is, in 
a diligent prosecution of our studies, in 
order to the service of God, and of the 
public? 

Let every scholar, when he mispendeth 
an hour, or8lut^‘thonhifibed,bu1 imagine 
that he lieareth the voice of those gloiious 
kings, orvtmvabie prelates, or worth} t^uii- , 
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tlemen, complaining thus, and rafing him : 
Why, sluggard, dost thou i^ainst my will 
possess my estate? why dost thou presume 
to occupy the place due to an industrious 
person? why dost thou frrget or despise 
thy obhgatiunBiomy kindnm? Thou art 
an usurper, a robber, or a pnrloiner of my 
goods, which 1 never intended for such aa 
thee ; 1 challenge tbeo of wrong to myself, 
and of sacrilege toward my God, to whoso 
service 1 devoted those his gifts to me. 

How reproachful will it be to us, if that 
expostulannn may concern us, Wherefore 
is there a price in the hand of a fool to get 
wisdom^ seeing he hath no heart to itff 

If to be a dunce or a bungler in any pro- 
fbssion be shameful, how much more ig- 
nominious and infamous to a schobur to bo 
suchl from whom all men eimcct that he 
should excel in intellectual abilities and be 
able to help others by his instructioa and 
advice. 

Nothing surely would more grate on the 
heart of one tliat hath a spark of ingmmty , 
of modesty, of generous good natui t*, than 
to be liable tu such an imputation. 

To avoid it, tliercforO (together with all 
the guilt and all ^homischicf^ attending on 
sloth), let each of us, in God's name, care- 
fully mind his businosa ; and let the grace 
and blessing of God prosper you thtitin. 
Amen. 

SERMON LV. 

THE UNSKAltCllAnLENLSb OF QOI>'s 

JUnOMENTS. 

Roh. xi. 33. — How tatsearchahle are ku 
Judgments, and his \mys past finding out. 

Tuesc words are the close of a disputation, 
wherein St* Paul was engaged with the 
advocates of Judaism, coucerniug God'b 
providence toward bis ancient people, iu 
rcjecliiig the greatest pai*t of them, upon 
their refusal to embrace the Christian doc- 
trine ; and in admitting the Gentile world 
to favour upon its complia^e with the 
overtures thereof proposed in the gospel. 
In this proceeding those infidels could not 
discern God's hand, nor would allow such 
a dispensation worthy of him, advancing 
several exceptions against it: God, said 
they, having espoused and consecrated us 
to himself ; Mving to our fathers, in regard 
to their piety, made so absolute promises of 
benediction on their posterity ; having con- 
sequently endowed us with such privilepfcs 
and choice pledges of his favour ; having 
taken so mu^ pains with us, and perforuud 
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so great thxi^gb in our bcbalf ; haring fid 
long avowed, sappurtefl, a&dcherifihedu*^; 
Jiow can it well oonust with his wisdom, 
with hifi jusdoe, with his fidelity, with his 
constancy, thus instantly to abandon and 
' repudiate us? Doth not this dealing argue 
bis former afihetions to have been mis* 
l>laced? doth it not implead liis ancient 
covenant and law of imperfection? doth it 
not supplant his own designs, and unravel 
all that he for so many ages hath been do- 
ing? Upon sucb accountb did tlus difijm- 
sation appear very strange and scandtuous 
to them : but St, Paul, ueing infallih]^ as- 
sured of its truth, doth undertake to vmdi- 
cate it from all misprisions, rendering a fair 
account of it, and assigning for it many 
satisfactory reasons, drawn from the gene- 
ral equity of the cose, from the nature of 
(:lod, his attributes, and Ids relations to 
men; from the congruity of this proceed- 
ing to the tenour of God’s providence, to 
his most ancient purposes, to the true 
intent his promises, to his express de- 
( larations and predictions; to the state of 
things in the world, and the prosting needs 
of all mankind: such reasons (1 boy, which 
I have not time more explicitly to relate) 
doth the apostle produce in favour of this 
great dispensation; the which did suffice 
to cb’ar and justify it from all their objec- 
tions: 3 ct notwithstanding, after tliat he 
had steered bis discourse tlirough all these 
r(*cks, he thought it snfe to CoSt anchor; 
winding up tlie contest in this modest inti- 
mation, th/it wiiatever he could say, might 
not perhaps evhaust the difficulty, or void 
all scruple ; that therefore in tliis, and in 
all Mich eases, for entire salKfaclion, we 
should have i ccourse to the iuconiprehen- 
«»ible wisdom of God, who frequently in 
the course of his providcuce doth act upon 
grounds, and ordereth things in methods, 
iranseendiug our iibility to discover or 
tr.ice : to consider some causes and reoAons 
of w hich iucomprebentihility, and togronnd 
thcrc^m soinej[)ractical advices, will be the 
scope of tny discourse; the reasons may bo 
these: 

t. As the dealings of very wise men 
sotnctiities are foundtxl upon maxims, and 
admit justifications, not obvious nor pene- 
trable by vulgar conceit ; so may Cifod act 
according to rules of wi8<lom and justice, 
which it be quite impossible by our 
faculties to approhena, or with our means 
to descry. 

As there are natural modes of being and 
4qH ration (hucU as Gcxl’s necessary stmsisl- 
cucc, his production id* tilings from nothing , 
his eternity without sweesbion, his immen- 


sity without extension^ his preseimiee with- 
out necossltatinn of eveuts, lus ever autiugt 
but never changing ; and the like), so there 
may be prudential and moral rules of pro- 
ceeding fiir ahoveour reach : so God himself 
teiletb us, Aithheavmterehigkerihmthe 
mrth^soarefkyways h\gk$r than yourwa^^ 
and my th^nghth thm your tkanghti^ Some 
of them we may be uncapable to know, 
because of our finite nature; they being 
peculiar objects of divine wisdom^ and not 
to be understood by any creature : for as 
God Cannot impart the power of doing aU 
things possible, so may he not commiuucate 
the laculty ofknowing all thin^ intelligible ; 
that being indeed to ungod himself, or to 
deprive himself of his peerless supremacy 
In wisdom ; hence ho is styled the only wke 
G<id$ hence he is said to dmU in Ughi in- 
aceeastbU; hence he cAorgetA the angeh 
with folly i hence the most illuminaie sera- 
pbims do veil their frees before him,** 
Other such rules we may not be able to 
perceive from the meanness of our nature, 
or our low rank among oreaturefit fiir be- 
neath omniscience there being innumerable 
forms of intelligence, in the lowest of tiiese 
we sit, one remove from beasts; being 
endowed with capacities suitable to that 
inferior station, and to those meaner em- 
ployments, for which we were designed 
and framed $ whence our mind hath a pitch 
b< 7 ond which it cannot soar;* and things 
clearly Intelligible to more noble creatures, 
moving in a higher orb, may be dark and 
nnex[ilicable to ns ; ils an angel of God, so 
is my lord the to dmem good mid 
bad,^ was an ex;iressiott importing this dif- 
ference, how those glorious creatures do 
overtop us in intelhui^ial capacities* 

Ai*w divers notions not simply passing 
our capacity to know, w e are not yet in 
condition to ken, by reason of our circum- 
stances hero, in this dark corner of things, 
to wliich we are confined, and wherein wo 
lie under niany disadvautago^ of attaining 
knowledge. He that is shut up in a olo^e 
place, and can only peep through chinks, 
who standctli in a valley, and hath his pro- 
sptHjt intercepted, wlio is encompassed with 
fogs, who hath but a dusky light to view 
thmgft by, whose eyes are woait or foul, 
how can he see much or far $ how can he 
discenv things remote, minute, or subtile, 
clearly and distinctly? Such is our case: 
our mind is pent up m tlic bo*ly, and lookctii 
only througli those dofts liy witioh objects 
btrilc our sense; its intuition is limited 
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within n ir^snuiU compnan; it rn^d^hin 
nn of faiu^^ MM wiib exha^ 

Utjions fifom temper, passion, in* 

terest ; its lig^t k ^oant and l&t (for sen$e 
and eiperienoe do reach only sonne Ibw 
gross matters of &ct; light infiiied, and 
revelation imparted to us, proceed from 
arbitrary dispm»atioii, in aeAtdte mea* 
sures;) our ratiodmtion consequently from 
such {^ciples must be very short and de^ 
fective ; nor are our minds erm* thoroughly 
sound, or pure and defecate firom preju* 
dices ; hence no wonder that now we are 
wholly ignorant of divers great truths, or 
have but a glimmering notion of them, 
which we may and heroaftco* shall come 
Axlly and olearly to understand; so that 
even apostles, the seoretarieb of Heaven, 
imght say, Wie hnow in parf^ and we pro^ 
phesif in part: we um see through a glass 
darkly^ but then face to face. ^ 

In fine, those rules of equity or expe* 
dienoe, which we in our transactions with 
one anotlier do use (being derived fiom 
our original inclinations to like some good 
things, or from notions stamped on our boul 
when God made us according to his image, 
from common es:perience. from any kind of 
rational collection, from theprebcriplion of 
God's word), if they be applied to the deal- 
ings of God, will he found very incongru* 
fms, cor deficient; the case being vastly 
all ered, from that infinite distance in nature 
and state between God and us; and from 
the immense differences which his rclattons 
toward us have from our relations to one 
another. 

Wherrfore. in divers inquiries about Pro- 
vidence, to which our curiosity will stretch 
itself, it is impossible for us to be resolved ; 
and ifimetdog into them, we shall soon get 
out of our depth, so as to swim in dissatis- 
fdCtion, or to rink into distrust: Why God 
made the world at such an instant, no 
sooner or later; why he made it thus, not 
iaempt from all disorder ; why he framed 
man (the prince of visible creatures^ so 
fallible and frail, so prone to sin, so liable 
to misery; why so many things happen of- 
iensive to him, why bis dfrs are distributed 
with such in«^uality^ Such questions we 
are apt to propound and to debate ; but the 
resdutiou of them our mind perhaps was 
not made to apprehend, nor b its most ele- 
vate conditiion sliall attain it: however, in 
this state we by no mCans can come at it; 
it at least being kept close from us among 
tliose things, of which it is said, the scuet 
tlwtgs Mong imto the Lord ow God^ in 
ditlJnctioU from others, about vvliich it k 
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added, but those that are revealed belong 
unio IIS, and to our ohldten for herJ 

In such cases the absolute wrill, the sove* 
rrign authority, the pureliberall^of God, 
do supply the place of reasons; sufficient, 
if not to sati% the imnds of men fondly 
curious, yet to stop the mouths of those 
who are boldly premptory ;* the whtdh are 
rileged, not with intent to imply that God 
ever acteth unaccountably, or without bgh- 
est reason, but that sometimes his methods 
of acting are not fit subjects of our concep- 
tion or mscusrion ; for otberwhile God ap- 
p^eth to the verdict of our reason ; when 
tile case is such that we can apprehend it, 
and the apprehension of it may conduce to 
good purposes.^ 

As the standii^ rules of God's act- 
ing, so the oooarional grounds thereof, are 
commonly placed beyond the sphere of our 
apprehension. 

God is obliged to prosecute his own im- 
mutable decrees; working aU things (as the 
a|> 08 tle saith) according to the counsel of hts 
own will, * which how can w e anywise come 
to discover ? Can we climb up above the 
heaven of heavens, and there unlock his 
closet, rifie his cabinet, and peruse the re- 
cords of everlasting dcsti:^, by whKh the 
world is governed ? No . Who knomth his 
rmndy or noth heenhis min s< Ihr f Who (sailh 
the prophet) hath stood in the (ounse! of 
the Lord: or hath perceived and hard his 
word 9^ 

He doth search the hearts^ and hy the 
reins of men; he doth weigh theit spirits^ 
and their works , he doth know their jrano , 
he doth understandtheu thoughts afar 
he perceiveth their closest intentions, tiieir 
deepest contrivances, their most retired 
behaviours ; he consequently is acquainted 
with their true qnalificati(»ns, capacities, 
and merits ; unto which he most justly and 
wisely doth accommodati his dtalmgs with 
them; the which, therefore, must often 
thwart the opinions and e:vl>ectatiOtts of us, 
who are ignorant of those particulars, and 
can onl) view the exterior fkce or sent- 
bl^oe of tilings : for (as Samuel, in the case 
of preferring David before his brethren, 
did S4^) God seeth not as man mth: for 
man iooheth on the outward appearance^ 
but God Iooheth on the heart,^ 
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God alfto hath a perfect fdrea^httff eon- 
tingent events; he seeth upon ivhat pin 
each wheel moveih, and with what weight 
every scale will he turned ;** he discemedi 
all the connections, all the entitlements 
of things*, and what the result will be upon 
the combination^ or the dashbg of nim* 
berless causes ; in correspondence to wbleh 
perceptions he doth order thlngt contdsi* 
endy and conveniently; whereas we being 
stark blind, or very dim-sighted in iruch 
respects (seeing nothing fhture, and but few 
things present) , cannot apprehend what is 
ht and feasible ; or why that is done, which 
appearcth done to us. 

God observeth in what relations, and 
what degrees of comparison (as to their 
natures, their virtues, their consequences) 
all things do stand, each toward others ; 
so poising them in the btlancc of right 
Judgment, as exactly to distinguish their 
just weight end wordi: whcu'cas we cannot 
tell what things to compare, we know not 
how to put them into the scale, we are un- 
apt to make due allowances, we arc unable 
to discern which side doth overweigb : in 
the immense variety of objects, our know- 
ledge doth extend to few things eligible, 
nor among them can we pick out the be«di 
competitors for our choice: hepce often 
must we be at great losses in scanning the 
designs, or tracing the footsteps of Provi- 
dence. 

3 . We are also uncjqsable thoroughly to 
discern the ways of Providence ftom our 
mor^l defects, in some measure common to 
all men; from our stupidity, our sloth, our 
temerity, our unpalience, our impurity of 
heart, our perverseness of will and affec- 
tions: we have not the perspicadty to espy 
the subtile tracks and secret reserves <u 
divine wisdom; we have not the iudusti^, 
with steady application of mind, to regard 
and uK'ditatc on God’s works; we have 
not the temper and patience to wait upon 
God, until he discover hUuself in the ac- 
complishment of his purposes ; we have not 
that blessed parity of heart, which la re- 
quisite to the God in his special dis- 
pensations ; " we have not that rectitude 
of will and government of our passions, as 
not to be scandalized at what God doeth, if 
it thwarteth our oonceit or humour ; such 
defects are observable in the best men; 
who tWefore have misapprehended, have 
disrelished, have ftette^ and murmured 
at the proceeKhn^ of Qod: we might in* 
^nce m Job, in David, in Elias^ in Jonah, 
in the holy apostles themselves, by whose 
speeches and deportments in some cases it 
"iiaxiv. 11. ^isatt v.s 


may appear how difhctdt it is for us, who 
have epss of fieshj* as Job speaketh, and 
hearts, too, never qmte freed of cBnudhy, 
to see through, or ndly to acquiesce in tne 
deati^s of God. 

It is indeed a distemper inddent to us, 
which we can hardly snun or cure, that 
we ere apt to measure the equity and ex- 
pedience of things according to our opniona 
and passions ; affectlii^ consequently to im- 
pose on God our dlly uuaginalionB as rules 
of his proceeding, and to constitute him the 
executioner of our sorry passions : what we 
conceit fit to be done, that we take God 
bound to perform ; when we feel ourselves 
stirred, then we presume God must be alike 
codperned: to our apprehensiona, every 
slight ittoonvenleiieo u a huge calamity, 
every soratoh offortuneis agh^y wound; 
God, therefore, we think, should nave pre- 
vented it, or must presently remove it 9 
every jpit^ul bauble, eve^ trivial aooom- 
modauon is a matter of high consequence, 
which if God withhold, we are ready to 
clamour on him, and wail as children fbr 
want of a trifle. Are we soundly angry, 
or inflamed with zeal? then fre amt come 
dom from heaven f then thunderbolts must 
fly about, then nothing but sadden woe 
and vengeance are denounced. Are we 
pleased? then showers of blessbm must 
descend on the heads, then floods of wealth 
must niu into the laps of our favourites, 
otherwise wo are not satisfied; and scarce 
can deem God awake, or mindful of hjn 
char^ We do beyond measure hate or 
despise some persons, and to those God 
must not afford any favour, any mercy, any 
forbearance, or ume of repentance; we 
excessively admire or dote on others, and 
those God must not touch or cross ; if he 
doth not proceed thus, he is in da^er to 
ibrfeit his authority : he must hardly be al- 
lowed to govern the world, in case he will 
not S(|uare his administrations to our fond 
conceit or froward humour : hence no won- 
der that men often ore stumbled about 
Providence; for God will not rule accord- 
ing to their frncy or pleasure (it would be 
a mad world if he should), neither indeed 
could he do so if he would, their judgments 
and their desires being infinitely various, 
inconsistent, and repugnant. Again, 

4 . The nature of those instruments which 
divine Providence doth use in administra- 
tion of human affairs, hinderefri us from 
discerning it: it is an observation among 
philosophers, that the footsteM of divine 
wisdom aro, to exclusion of doubt, frr more 
conspicuous in the works of nature, than 

'*Job X 4. S 4 . 
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ijn the manogement of our aifoirp;* so that 
soiaoe, who by of QfUharol ap* 

poarauoes were oonvinco4 of Ood*s oadst* 
encOf and his protoctioii of tho (who 
thence, conltl not donbthtrt that naiiiDimeniH) 
wisdom had orOgtod the boantifnl fromo of 
bearen and earib, had rang^ tho stars in 
their order and conrass, had formed the 
iHidies and souls of ainmals^f had provided 
for the subsistence and propa^ion of each 
epeoies, had settled and doth uphold the 
Vudblo world in its so comely and conve- 
nient btato, tliat even such men;, rCdectinpr 
on the course of human transai'tions, have 
staggered into <iistrust whether a divine 
wisdom doth sit at the helm of our affairs ; 
many tlienee hardl) would admit God to 
be conet rued in them, but su}>pose(l him 
to ouminit their conduct to a fatal swinge, 
or a casual tiuctuation of obvious causes: 
one great I'casou of this <^fference may 
be, that whereas the instruments of divine 
poner in nature ore in themselves merely 
pussive, or act only as they are acted by 
pure necessity (os a pen in writing or a 
liammor in striking), being thence deter- 
minate, uniform, constant, and certain in 
thoir r»peratk)n ; whenever there any foot- 
steps of counsel, any tendency to an end, 
and deviation fi'om the common tracks of 
motion do appear, such effects cannot 
reasonably he imputed merely to natural 
causes, but to a superior wisdom, wielding 
thinn in such a manner, and steering them 
to such a mark: but tbe visible engines of 
Providence in our aifoirs arc self-moving 
agents, working with know ledge and choice ; 
the which, as in themselves they are indo- 
tarnuimtc, irregular, and uncertain; so 
they are capable to 1>o diversided in num- 
berless unoc'couniablc ways, according to 
vaj jous reprcbcntatious of objects, or by 
influence of divers principles inclining to 
judgo and choose differently: temper, hu- 
morn*, t>assdon, pt*cjadico^ custom, example, 
lc»golhcrwith contingencies of occasion (de- 
pending on like principles iu ac^acent free 
causes), do move, singly or combinedly, 
ill ways so implicate, to the production of 
so various events, that nothing bsu'dly can 
ihll out, which may not with some plausible 
cr)k»ur of reason be derived from some one 
of those sources, or from a ooinplioation of 
tliem: nothing can appear so uncouth or 
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extravagant, which may not be fathered oii 
some fetch of wit, or some hit of fancy, or 
seme capricio of faumoor, or some transport 
of pasrion, or some lui^y advantage, or 
on divers of those conspiring; whence, in 
acooundng for the reason c? such events, 
men deem they may leave out Providence 
os simerduous; especially conddoring, that 
usually disorders and defects, only impu- 
table to man’s will, do accompany and fur- 
ther such eventH. 

For instance, what other cause would 
many think needful to assign for the con- 
veyance of Joseph into Egypt, than tlic 
envy of his brethren; for Shimei’s reviling 
David, than his base malignity ; for DavbVs 
numbering the people, than his w'anton 
pride; for Jeroboam’s revolt, tbwi hi^ 
unruly ambition ; for Job’s being robbed, 
than the thievish disposition of the Arabs; 
for his being diseased, than a redundance 
of had humours; for our Lord’s suffering, 
than the spiteful rage of the Jewish rulers 
and people ; together with the treacherous 
avarice of Judas, and the coiTiipt (easiness 
of Pilate?** These ovL nts all of them arc 
ascribed to God’s baud and special ordina- 
tion; but men could not sec or avow it in 
them : what need, will men ever say, in such 
cases to introduce God’s aid, when human 
means suiHbc to achieve the feat? 

5. Indeed, os in nature, the influence^ 
of heaven, and of inferior causes, ao com- 
mouly in the i>i*oductiou of these events, 
divine and human agency ai‘e so knit and 
twisted one with the other, that it is not 
easy to discriminate them, so as to sever 
the bounds of common and spocial pi*ovi- 
denco ; or to discern what God performeth 
by natural iustrumeuts, w'hat by superior 
i^fioacy; when the balance turneth from 
our incliuation^, when it is cast from a 
grain thrown in by divine interposition ; 
the nunagoment of these offaii’s being a 
concert, wherein God’s wisdom bearctli 
one jiai't, man’s freo-witl playeth another 
fortune and occasioa also do strike in; wc, 
not seeing the drat, are prone tp ascrilH' 
all the ha.rniony to the last, which are most 
obvious and visible. 

0. The more apt we are to do thus, be- 
cause the manner of divine e^cacy is ever 
very soft and gentle : Gpd disposeth things 
fcfrtUaret suavlter;* so as effectually to pei*. 
form wliat he designeth, but in the most 
sweet and easy way; his providence doth 
not burry along hko an impetuous ruiu- 

JUmie Hjr dllss S, c PJat 
S ; l SO; Fb 4L rV. 17; *i Sttm. xvl. 10, 
x\iv 1 , I ifH 1&» S4 ; jQbi- IS. Be ; AotB lU 
IV SS 'WlSAviU /Mi 



•CRMON LvO OP OOD^S JUDGMENTS. 


lling torr<^tiii, btxt glideth oft A$ a smooth 
and still current, ^th an irresistible but 
imporce^ble force carrying things doim 
tlKTOwith : without much ado, without any 
clatter, by a nod oi hk head, by a whisper 
of his mouth, atom of bis hand, he dotib 

efPeot his purposes: winding up a dose 
spring, he setteth the greatest wheels in 
ntoiion:* and thrusting in an insensible 
spoke, he stoppeth the greatest wheels in 
thmr career; injeoting a thought, exoitix^ 
an humour, presentirjg an occasion, insu 
imating a petty accident, he hringeth about 
the most notable events. He doth so fa»U<m 
ih^ hmrta of nim^ so manage their hands ^ 
mgwde their steps ^ that even they who are 
acted by him cannot feel the least touch 
upon them. For, the king's heart is in the 
hand of the Lord^ as the riners of wederss 
he turneth it ttheresoet^er he wills* that is, 
by secret jnpes, by obscure clumnels, God 
coQveycth the minds and wills of greatest 
piTS<ms (the chief engines of his provi- 
dence) unto such points of resolution as he 
pleaaeth, so that they seem to flow thither 
of their own accord, without any exterior 
flirection or impulse : hence do his most ef- 
f(>ctual oiwratl<»as slip by us without making 
impression on our minds, which are wont 
appreliond things, as with a gross palpabi- 
lity they do incur into the senses, so that 
the Prciicher, comparing the methods of 
Pro\idonce with the most occult proceed- 
ings in nature < might well say, As thou 
knuirest not the way of the spmt, nor how 
Ihe fjonex do grow in the woehb of her thed 
?.s with child; thon hmwest not the works 
of (jlod^ mho makeih all^ Again, 

7. God, in his prepress toward the 
Jiehicveinent of any design, k not wont to 
go in tlie direct and eumpendlous 
ways, but commonly windeth about, and 
taketli a iargt* c^ompass, enfolding several 
other coincident purposes, some whereof 
may Ik* uo less considerable, tlian is tha^, 
which wo deem most necessary, and affect 
to see despatched : but this course seem- 
cth tedious to ns, who have not the wit to 
perceive that complexion of ends, nor the 
temper to wait for the compleUon of HiCm. 
If God, when we seem to need, doth not 
instantly appear in our &vuur and succour ; 
if he doth notpeaently vindi<ud»timtbaiQd 
right; if he doth not nip wicked designs 
in the hud, and repress the first onsets of 
outrageous violence ; if for a while he suf- 
fereth the tabernacles of robbers to prosper^ 
and inigtdty toUft up its hams then he is 
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in a slumber, quite nnmindfU or insensible 
of us ; then he turneth aside his face, or doth 
behold what passoth as an unconcerned 
spectator ; then he stondeth aloof, unroa^ 
to help us ; then doth he hold oiFhis han^ 
not meddling in our affairs ; in such cases 
we lurc apt to oiTout, ttbt G 

Bm O Lord, wiUthmfon^ts how 
los^ wiU thou hide thy facet Lord, how 
io9^ tcilt thou hoh onf Awake, whyshm^ 
e$t thou, O Lords why stftndest thou of or 
offi whywithdrawest thou thy hands pluck 
it out of thy bosom i Betnm, O Lord, km> 
hngV Such are our prayers, such our ex- 
postulations; so is our blind impatience 
|n*one to muse and mutter ; not considering 
how many good designs God is carrying 
on in a calm and steady pace, by well mea- 
sured steps, ali which, in due season, when 
they are ripe for accomplishment, shall un- 
doubtedly he effected; for. The Lord (as 
St. Peter saith) is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness: Imt ' 
iston^suffmng toward oilmen;'^ that is, he 
certainly wiU express his faithfid l^enignity 
toward good men, yet so as also to extend 
his merciM patience toward others ; he so 
wUl tender the interests of some, as con- 
cnrrcntly to procure the welfare of all, and 
accordingly will time his proceedings, al- 
lowing the leisure and opportunities requi* 
»to thereto: ho can, although wc cannot, 
leait to be gpracious;* for as in him there 
are no passions to prooijntate action, so to 
him there are no sensshle differences of 
time, one day being toUh the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years asone 
day. 

8. Again, God (as is the property of every 
wise agent) is wont to act variously, accord- 
ing to the state and circumstances of things, 
or to the dispositions and capacities of per- 
sons ; so as to do the same thing for diffe- 
rent ends, and different things for the same 
end; to apply one instrument to several 
uses, and by several instruments to work 
out one purpose : so he afflictoth good men 
out of love, for trial and improvement of 
their virtues ; had men in displeasure, to 
illuatrate his power and justice on them ; 
he cnoourageth and blesseth the one, he 
punisheth and curseth the other with pro- 
^rity ; be reclaimeth both firom error and 
sm by either of those methods, as their 
temper and their circumstances do require* 
Whence it is very difi&cult for us ever from 
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th(* kind of ti^cidenU befUling men, to di< 
\mp how far God U ooncerned in them, or 
to what particular scope they are aimed $ 
so that well might the IVeacher, upon a 
laa’efttl observation of such occurrences, 
f ^taUi’^h tliis rule, No man hnmeth Jove or 
halted (that is, the special regard of God 
toward men) ty all that u before them ; be- 
cause, all things eome alike to aU : there is 
tme evetu to the righteoui and to the whked^ 
I'l^nher, 

9, There arc different ends which Pro- 
vidence invcirioub <»rder and n^euaure doth 
pursue, which w'C, by reason of our dim in- 
aiuht and «^hort ]>rospect, cannot de*»cry : ^ 
God, as the universal and jKsrpetual Go- 
vernof of the world, in his dispensation of 
things, respecteth not only the good of this 
or that person, of one nation or one age' ; 
but often in some d<‘gree waiving that, or 
taking earo for it in a less remarkable way, 
bath a provident regard to the more exten- 
sive good of a whole people, of the world, 
of posterity; as he did order his friend 
Abraham to wander in a strange land for 
the benefit of his seed ; Joseph to be sold, 
calumniated, and fettered for the preser- 
vation of liis family ; our Lord to suffer 
Ibo^o grievous things for the redemption 
of iiianhind ; the Jews to be rc^jccted for 
the salvation of the Gentiles ; in such cases 
purblind men, obserting c'vents to cross 
particular and present ends, but not being 
aw'are how condiicible they may prose to 
RcneraJ, remote, and more imjortant de- 
signs, can hardly be salished how God 
should be concerned in them ; the present, 
or that which lieth adjacent just under our 
nose, is all that wo can or will eonsidtr ; 
and fhciefore must be ill judges of what 
is done by all-providenf wisdom. 

10, Again, God permittetb things, bad 
in their own nature, with regard to iheii 
insIrumentaJ use and lendtucj ; for that 
often the worst things maybe ordinable to 
the best ends; things very bitter may work 
pleasant effects; upon the wildest 

diA ine husbandry can ingraft most cxctllcnt 
fruit; sm really, and suffering rtputedly, 
ar<' the worst evils, yet from them much 
gh)ry to God and great benefit to men do 
accrue ; even from the most wicked aot 
that ever was committed, from the most 
lamentable ev(*nt that ever did happen, 
fruits admirably glorious and immensely 
beneficial did spring ; yet usually so blind 
are we as to bo offended at such llungs, 
and from Ihcm Ut raise exceptions against 
Fn iili nee, 

11, \Lo the cirpcJieucy of things to be 

It 1, J5 > luv ih s 


permitted or crossed, doth fwiueutly con- 
sist, not in theihselvos taken, as 

particular acts or events, but m tb<'if con- 
junction, or refertuce to others, with which 
they may become subservient toward a com- 
mon end; so that divers things in Uiem- 
scives extremely bad maj by coiubinatiou or 
collision etigender good offrets ; and thence 
prove fit weapons or tools of Providence ; 
as the most deadly poisons may be so mixed, 
that ourbing one another’s force, they may 
constitute a harmless moss, sometimes a 
wholesome medicine : but we poring on the 
simple ingredients, and not considtTlng 
how they may be tempered, or how applied 
by a skilful hand, can hardly deem the 
toleration of them congruous to wisdom. 
Further, 

12. That Providence sometimes is ob- 
scure and intricate, may b« attributed to 
the will of God, upon divers good accounts 
designing it to be such: Ve/ily (sallhtho 
prophet) thou art a God that hidest 

O God of Israel^ the Saviour 

God commonly doth not intend to exert 
his hand notoriously ; for that whereas 
every special interposition of hi’- hand i& in 
effect a miracle (surmounting tlic natural 
power, or tliwarting tlie ordinary cours<* 
of inferior causes), it doth not become Lini 
to prostitute his miraculous power, or to 
exert it otherwise than upon singular oc- 
casions, and for most weighty causes : it is 
not conformable to the tenour of bis ad- 
ministrations to convince men against the ir 
will, or by irresistible tvidciue to wring 
persuasion from stubborn or stujad miu<l> ; 
but to exercise the wisdom, and to pr<*vc 
tlie ingenuity of wcil-dinposcd persons, who 
upon competent intimations shall be ca- 
pable to Hpcll out, and forward to approve 
his proceedings. 

13. Ho will not glare forth in discnverii s 
so bright as to dazzle, to confound our 
weak sight; therefore he \cileth his f*ice 
with a cloud, andwrappeth his power in 
some obs< uritv ; therefore chmds aud duth 
titss tire founi about him: he mahefh dark- 
ness his setret ptace; his pavilion rounul 
about him is dark waters am thick clouds 
of the sky^ 

14. Ho meoneth thereby to improve and 
exult our faith, being the less seen, that 
he may l>e the more believed ; faith never 
rising higher than when it doth soar to 
objects^ beyond our sight ; when we can 
approve God’s wisdom and justice in oc- 
cuirrences surmounting our conceit ; wlien 
we can rely upon God’s word and help, 

'Isa ^lv 1^, P'^nl Ua\iv Uj 
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althoo^ the Att^am of Im proceedings 
vt'eineth to cross our hopes. 

16. !t is fit also that God many times 
designedly should act in waj^a surpassing 
our apprehension, and apt to bafHe or 
puzzle our reason, that he may appear God 
indeed, jufluitoly transcending us in per- 
fection of uisdom and justice; iir that we, 
comprehending the reason of his actings 
may not imagine our wisdom comparable, 
our justice comuitnsuralelto his ; yea, that 
we in those respects do exceed him ; for 
that (as Tcrtullian dis( ourseth) which may 
he sem^ is less than the eyes that hurc^ it; 
that which may he comprehended^ is less 
than the hands that grasp it; that which 
may he mined ^ is less than the senses which 
late it.* It is (jod\ being inestimable that 
makes him worthily esteemed ;t his being 
iiiLoniprehensible remleieth him adorable. 

Id. The obscurity of Providence doth 
indeed conciliate an awful reference toward 
it ; for darkness naturally raiseth a dread 
of hnisible powers; we use to go on trem- 
b|ui\;ly, when we cannot see far about us; 
we Tcgai’d none so much as those, whose 
wisdom wc find to overreach ours, and 
whose intentions we cannot sound; it was 
I'hhu’s observation. With God is Unihh 
7fif/jesty, the Almighty ^ we lunnot Jitul hun 
out , -^mea do thief ore fear hm^ 

J7* It is also requisite that (iud should 
dispose many occurrences, croMS to oui 
vulgar notions, and otfmsive to ('ur carnal 
senss*, that we iiiaj theuco be priimpted to 
kluuk of God, drive. u to seek him, engaged 
to maik hnij iuter]^osing in our utiaiis. 
Men, from <hsordorly and surprising acci. 
dents, preposterously do conceive doubts 
alxuit Providence, as if, it manugingthiugs, 
nothing odd or aminuR w ould occur ; w ht reas 
if no such even s did struct up, they might 
be proner to question it, tliey would at least 
come to forget or neglect it; for if hurnati 
transactions passed on as do the inotu>us of 
nature, in a smooth courst^ without an) 
ml or disturbance, men uommonly would 
no more think of God than they do when 
they behold tlie sun rising, tlie rivers run- 
ning, the sea flowing ; they would not depend 
on his protection, or have recourse to him 
tor succour : it is difficulty and distress seiz- 
ing oil them which compel men to implore 
God for relief, which dispose them to sec 
Ids hand reaob^it fortli tpito them; ac- 
cording to that in the Psalm : When he sitae 
* QM«>d > iden eommunlt^r. quod comprobsudi, quod 
(THtniiari potevi, minus «st oouUs quibus uocupatux. 
t i ituuuhus qiilUuB tfonftSmiuattir, ot seustbus quibus 
iJitsuilui - inf Jiptii 17 
t ilor < quod l>0Um WntiiUM'i fucit dum ui 
null /a/ Hi 
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them^ then they sought him; they reiurtml 
and inqmretl early after God; they remem- 
bered that God was their rock^ ana Vie most 
high God their Redeemers Again, 

18. It is needful that the present course 
of IVovidence should not bo transparently 
clear and satisfactory, that we mu) be well 
assured concerning a future accomit, and 
force<i in our thoughts to recur tliithor for 
a resolution of all «.uch cinergent df>ubts 
and difficulties; for if aJl accounts were ap- 
pareutl) staled and discharged here ; if now 
right (ud ever prevail, and iniqmty were 
sujjpi’ossed ; if virtue were duly ci owned, 
and vice deservedly .scourg(‘d, who would 
hope or fbar an aftfr-rtckoiiing? 

Tills indeed is the grand cauHC why Pro- 
vidence mw doth appear so cloud) , that 
men consider not how onr affairs have no 
complete determination, or final issue iiero $ 
things now are doing, and not done ; in a 
progress and tendency tow'ai*d somewhat 
bevond, not in a state of consistence and 
perfection ; this not being the plat»e of de- 
ciding (MUSGS or dispensing rewards; but 
a state of ]>iobation,of work, of travail, of 
combat, of nmniug for the prize, of sow- 
ing toward the harvest; a state of liberty 
to follow oiu* own choice, and to lay the 
ground of our doom; of falling into sin, 
and of ilsing thcuce by repentance; of 
God’s exercising patii‘ucV, and exhibiting 
mcicy; wherefore aa we cannot well judge 
of an artificial work by its fiist draughts, 
or of a poem by a few scenes, hut mu^l 
stay till all be finished or acted through ; 
so we c«»nn<»t hero clearly discern the en- 
tire (.OTigmity of providential didpensations 
to the divine attributes; the catastrophe or 
utmost lesolution of thing® is the general 
judguicut, wherein the deep wiedom, the 
(\ait justice, the perfect goodness of God 
will bo displaced to tlie fidl satisfaction or 
conviction of all men;® when God’s ho*- 
Hour will he thoroughly vindicated, his 
despised patience and his abused grace will 
be avenged ; every case will be rightly tried, 
evei'y work will be justly recompensed, all 
accounts will be set straight ; in tlic mean 
time divers tilings must occur unaccount- 
able to us, looking upon things as they now 
staud absolutely before us, without refe- 
rence to that ^y; considering lids, may 
Induce us to suspend our opinion abiiut 
Snob matters, allowing God to go through 
w ith his work before we censure it. m»t be- 
ing 60 quick and precipitate as to forestall 
his judgment; and surely, would we but 
obscivc tLit reasonable ulv ice of St, Paul, 

vorri t n r U 
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Jurlffe niitktng hefitrp the time, ttniii the 
t&rd eome^^ onr wief doubts TSouJd be ri^- 
Holved, our shrewdest escefttions against 
iVovidence would be voided. 

These are the ehief rewO&S of the point 
which meditation did suggest; wpoa it (for 
it is not a point merely specnjkdve, but 
pregnant with useful consefjuonces) <£vers 
practical applicaHons may bo grounded^ 
which the time scarcely will allow me to 
name. 

1 . It should render ua modest and eober 
in our judgment about providential orciir- 
renoes^ not preionding thoroughly to know 
tbt' reasons of God*s proceedings, or to 
define the eoiifeequencesof them ;* for it is 
plainly fond arrogance, or prdkne impos- 
ttore, to assume perfect **lnll in that which 
pa^th our capacity to learn. 

2. It should make us staunch and can# 
tious of grounding judgmtirit or censure 
upon present eveiitb almut .any cause, or 
any person; for it is notorious temerity to 
jiass sentcm^c upon grounds uncapablo of 
evidouce.*^ 

3. It should repress wanton curiosity, 
which may transport uS beyond our bounds 
inspeculation of these mysterious intrigues;^ 
so that we shall lose our labour and timi , 
shall dincompose our minds, shall plunge 
ourselves into vain errors or anxious doubts. 

4. It should keep us fi'om conceitedness 
and confidmee hi our own wisdom; for 
how can we oohoeit liighly of that, or much 
confide in it, whidi we find so unable to 
penetrate the reason of most (K>romon and 
obvious appearances;! so nonplust in its 
inquiries, so dtdeated in its expectations, 
so mistaken in its judgments of things? 

/». It should prescrv(‘ us from tnfideliiy, 
and from despmr upon ac( ount of any cross 
iic( idems oi'curruig here ; for it is unrea- 
sonable to disbelieve a notion otherwise 
wdl gr^mnded, because we canm*t assoil 
si'i upjes or cavils drawn fi^om matters in* 
scrutable to us; it is foolish to despair of a 
goc»d event upon appearances, whereof we 
cannot 'apprehend the fiiU reason or final 
result. 

fi. It should prevent our taking offence, 
or being discontented at any events rising 
up before us; for to be displeased at that, 
which a superior wisdom, unsearchable to 
us, doth o^r, is to be displeased at we 
know not what, or why, which is childish 
weakness; to fret and wail at that which, 
for all we can see, prooeedeth from good 
intention, and tendeth to good issue, h> pi- 
tiful frowardness. 

M Tot tv 5 » ncolus di. 30; rsftl cx\xi 1. 

k aJH !. ^ ‘ Job M 12 ; Wi«l ix. 13 , JobxUt 
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7. It shotdd guard us from security, or 
from presuming u|»>n impunity for our mis- 
carriages ; ^ for seeing God doth not always 
clearly and fully discover Hs mind, it is 
vain from God's reservedness to oonclude 
his unconcernedness ; or because he U now 
pi^eut, that be never will be just in chas- 
libing our ofifenoea. 

8. It should quicken our industry in 
observing and considering the works of 
Providence;® filfr since they are not easily 
discernible, and the discerning them in 
some measure is sometimes of great use, it 
is needfitl that we be very diligent in con- 
templation if them ; tin* fiiintor our light 
is, the more attent w(* thonld be in look- 
ing; the knottier the subject, the more 
earnest should be our study on it. 

fi. It should oblige us to be cimmispect 
aud wary in our conveis.ation; for Ihe 
<ku'ker tho a.ny is, the mc^re careful shouM 
be our walking tlieroin, lost we eri , lest 
we stumble, hst wo strike on somewhat 
hurtful to us. 

10. Itsbould (‘ng.ige ns constantly to seek 
God, and to deiiond on him, for the pro- 
tection and conduct of liis grace, which is 
the onl j clue that can lead us nafel) through 
this infricate laliyrinth of worldly contin- 
gencies." 

1 1 . in fine, it should cause us humbly to 
admire and adore that wisdom, which go- 
vernetb the world in ways no less great .and 
wonderful, than just and holy:® fi»r Gretti 
and Tnarnellcms me thy works ^ O Lord God 
Almighty; juet and true are thy vniy/i^ O 
thov King of saint^»^ 

JVmc mto the King etcmal^ immortal^ in- 
visible^ the only wise God^ be htmour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


SERMON LVI. 

OF OBEDILNCa TO OUU SFIUrTUAL GUIDES 
AVD GOVEBNOKS. 

IIed. xiii. 17. — 05cy them that have the 
rule over you, 

Obedxekcb unto spiritual guides and go- 
vernors is a duty of great importance; the 
which to declare and press is very season- 
able for these times, wherein so littie re- 
gard is had thereto : I have therefore pitched 
on this text, being an apostolical preeejit 
briefly and clearly enjoining that duty ; and 
in it we shall eonsidor and explain these 
two particulars i 1. Tho persons to whom 
obedience is to be paid. 2. What that 
obedonce deth impoi^, or wherein it con- 
sistotli: and together with explication of 

I FWIqb. Viii U » Iw. kxvi. M ; v. 19 " Jer x. 23 

**rbal xxx%i 6, x(^. 6 iApoo,XT, 3; xlx. X 
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the dnty^ wf shall apply ai]td urge its 
practice. ' 

1, As to the persons inato vho0 
dionco is to be perAirmed, they are, ge-< 
nerally spooking, oil spirit^ guides, or 
governors of the church (those toho tmak 
to us the ward of Qod^ am who waUfi far 
our souls f as they are described in tbe eon- 
text), expressed hero by a term verv sigui* 
fieont and apposite, as implying Amy the 
nature of their charge, the qualidcation of 
their persons, their rank, and privileges in 
the cliurch, together consequently >iith the 
grounds of obligation to the correspondent 
duties toward tliem. There are in holy 
scripture divers names and phras(s appro- 
priate totlumi, eacli of them denoting some 
eiiiineiit part (jf their otiico, or some ap- 
purtenance thereto; hut this socructh of 
all most comprohotw^c ; so tiiat unto it 
all the rest are well rtdueihle; the fem 
IS that h, or guideb^ or 

tupUdns; which projH'rly may doiiot»» the 
.subi>c*(iucnt particulars m way of duty, or 
px'ivilegc, apjHrtaiuing to them. 

1. It niiiy denote euii nonce of dignity, 

or supt riority to others : tliat the} are, as 
it is said of Juda> and Silas in the Acts, df- 
Ipis viy«vfi.tvoi tv priiwipidmenamovg 

ih brethren.^ for to lefAd iinplielh ^/r«:ee 
deuce, which is a note of superiority and 
pre-eminence. Hence are tht7ht}led 

prendenh or prelates; w the 
find ov prime men ; «' the greoitr^ 

majors, or grandees among us : Ife (smth 
our Lord) that tail he the firU amoig yoa, 
lot him he your servant; and, lie that is 
gteuti / let him he as the youngi r, 

and he that is udef as he that doth serve : 
w hort • and i hywfjkivtt (the greater 

anti the hoider) ai‘e ttrms equivalent, or 
interpretative the one of the other;® and 
our Lord in thooC places, as he prescnheih 
hmuilitv of mind and <leuie.iuour, w) he im- 
jiJieth dlifcrence of rank among his dts- 
<*i|)deh; w lienee to midcr especial respect 
and honour to them, as to our betters, is a 
duly often eiyoined.^ 

2. It doth imply power and authority: 
their superiority ib not barely grounded on 
personal worth or fortune; it sorveth not 
merely for order and pomp ; but it standeth 
apoiu tim nature of their office, and tendeth 
to use; they are by God's appointment en- 
abled to exercise acts of power ; to com- 
iimnd, to judge, to check, control, and <^s- 
tUe iu a spirituid way, in order to spiritual 
ends (the ri'gulation of God's worship and 

» 

» lTil> all. 7, 17 Atti sv, 27. ' 1 tlm v. 17 , 
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service, tliopres(n*vationof oHeraiidpefM^ 
the promoting of edification in divine know- 
ledge and holiness of life;) so are they 
hypv/^otu, as that word in common um» (as 
the word of kin to it) doth signjiy, 
C(s^dains and prwoesy importing authority 
to command and rule (wbenoc the Hebrew 
wo^, a jorince, is usually rendered 
by it; and i is the title attributed 

to our Lord, toej^ressliis kingly function, 
being the same w’ith h^xinyin^ ilm prince or 
captain i) hence are they otherwise styled 
tbupit^vwttt (g(tvemors)^ (overseers 

or superintendents^ as St. lUerome render- 
eth it), pastors (a word often signiiying rule, 
and attributed to civil governors), 

(ttders or senators; the word denoteth 
not mei'tly age, but office and authority), 
d iirificix»uv7tg, such OS take care for, the cu- 
rators or supervisors of tfie church : hence 
also they arc signally and biK^eially in rela- 
tion unto God btjlcd (the servants), 
hi.H9V9t (the ministers), (the officers), 

Kstrot/fiyai (t/ui public agents), ol»mf*9t (the 
slegVQt ds), rwi^yit (the (HHidjutors or asm 
touts), (tlw legates), dyygXtt (the 

angels or messengers), of which 

titlcb imply, that God b} them, as his sub- 
stitutes and inbtruments, doth administer 
the afi'airb of his spiritual kii^dom ; that as 
by secular magistrateb (his vicegerents and 
ofiicers) he managetli Lis universal tempo- 
ral kingdom, or governeth all men in order 
to their worldly peace and prosperity; so 
by thcbo 8pu*itum magistrateb he ruleih Ydn 
church toward its spiritual welfare and fe- 
licity. 

3. Tlic word also doth imply dire<*tion 
or uibtruction ; that is, ^idanci* of people 
m the way of truth and duty, reclaiming 
them from error and sin; tlub, as it is a 
means hugclj conducing to the design uf 
their office, so it ib u principal memlxr 
thmMif: whence dfwtors, or mas- 

tors in doctrine, is a conimou name of tlicm ; 
and to bo able and apt to teach 

(sjcuvoi and is a chief qiuir 

bfication of tlieir persons; and to attetid 
on teaching, io be instant in preaching, to 
(aboiur in the word and doctrine, are their 
most commendable perforinancef.: hems* 
also they arc called shepherds, because they 
food the bouk of God's people with thi* 
food of wholobomo instruction ; * watehoHm, 
because they observe men's ways, and warn 

* Matt. 11. C r Arts V. SI ; 1 Cor all 2S ; A^g 
x\ 2 H* Matt. li. St VmI. hxihi 71, IVit v.S; 
2 bam V. 2, vH 7-, 1 ii. 2 lim, il. 24; 

Runt x\ lb, lOor. IV. t, 2; 111 9; vl 1; atvi III* 
2 Cor. \i 4; Tit 1 2; Oal Ir. 14; Aooo, I 29 
* l.ph IV 11 , lOoKxh. 2S; Koto aultf, 1 Tim 
111 . ?« 2 Tim il 2b; u 2. 1 Tim. U J7, 

2 run i\ 2, Cpl,i.2S. 
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them wfafin th^ decline flpoto rig^t or nm 
into danger; tne tnessengtrs oT God, be* 
canse they declare God's ndnd aitd will 
unto them for the regulation of thek {nrae* 
tire. 

4. The word further um denote exem- 
plary iiractice ; for to lead impUeth so to 
^ t^fore, that he who ia conducted may 
iollow; aa a captain marchoth before lus 
troop; as a abephord walketh before his 
flock, as a guide goeth brfore tho travt'ller 
whom he omecte^; hence they are said to 
be, and enjoined to behave thenChelyes €W 
patUrfi$ of the fiooh; and the people are 
charged to imitate and follow them.*^ 

Such in general doth the word here used 
imply the persons to be, unto wlmm obe- 
dience is prescribed: but there is further 
some distinction to be made anxg^g them; 
there are degrees and subordinations in 
these guidances; some are in regard to 
diflhrent persons both empowered to guide, 
and obliged to follow, or obey* 

The <murch is €tcm ortUnatu^ a well mar- 
hludled army; wherein, undei* the Captain- 
general of our faith and saleatifM (the Head 
of (Ac the sovereign Prince and Priest, 

the Arch-pastor, the chief Apostle of our 
profemon^ and JBiskop of our there 

are divers captains serving in flt degrees of 
subordination; bishops comman^ng larger 
regiments, presbyters ordering less nume- 
rous companies; all which, by the bands 
of common fdth, of mutual charity of holy 
(ommunion and peace, being combined to- 
gether, do in thek respective stations go- 
vcni and guide, are governed and guided: 
the bishops each in his precincts, guiding 
more immediately the priests subject to 
them ; the priests, ea(*h guiding tlie people 
committed to his charge : all bishops and 
priests being guided by synods established, 
or congregated, upon emergent occasion j 
many of them ordinarily by those princi- 
pal bishops, who are regularly settled in 
a presidency over them ; according to the 
distinctions constituted by God and his 
pohtkb, or introduced by human prudemec, 
as the preservation of order and peace (in 
various times and circomiitanoesof thlnj^) 
hath seemed to require: to which subor- 
dination the two great apostles may seem 
to Lave regard, when they bid us v<r»rm^ 
to be sithject to one anotlter; * 
tbeir injunction at least may, according to 
tht^ir general intent (which aimeth at tho 

^ * yr$re^ert06t/%KHirr0t »iiTw xuSotf, titdu 

IV r& x^**/**^'* mittS —Clem ad Uonnth p 4V 
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preservation of order and peace), be well 
extended ao fer.* 

Of this distinction there was never In 
ancient times made at» ipiestion,^ nor did 
H seem disputable in the chorch, except to 
one malecuatent (Aerius), who did indeed 
get a name hi story, but never made much 
noise, or obtamed any vogue in the world; 
very few followers he found in his hetero- 
doxy; no great body even of heretics could 
And cause to dissent kom the church in 
this point; 1 but all Arians, Macedonianb, 
Novafians, Donatlsts, Ac. maintained the 
distinction of ecclosiakical orders among 
themselves, and acknowledged the duty of 
the inferior clergy to thek bishops : and 
no wonder, seekg it standeth ujwn so very 
Ann and clear grounds ; upon the reason of 
the ease, upon the testimony of holy scrip- 
ture, upon general tradition and unques- 
tionable monuments of antiquity, upon the 
common judgmentand practice of the great- 
est saints, persons most renc»wnod for wiv- 
doiu and piety in the ohuroh* 

lieason plainly doth requko such suhor- 
dinatioas ; for that without them it is scarce 
possible to preserve any durable concord or 
charity in Ghristun societies, to establish 
any decent harmony in the worship and 
service of God, to check odious scandiils, 
to prevent or re|)ress baneful factions, to 
guard our religion from being overspread 
with pernicious heresies, to keep tlie church 
from being shattered into numberless sects, 
and thouee kom being crumbled into no- 
thing ; in flno, for any g(»od time to uphold 
the profession and practice of Christianity 
itself: for how, if there be not settled cor- 
porations of ChriBiian people, having bulk 
aud strength suflioient by joint endeavour 
to maintmn the truth, honour, and interest 
of thek religion ; if the church should only 
consist of independent and incoherent par- 
ticles (like dust or sand), easily scattered 
by any wind of oppovsition from without, or 
by any commotion within ; if Ciiristtndom 
should be merely a Babel of confused opi- 
nions and practices ; how, 1 say, then could 
Christianity subsist? how could the sim- 
ple, amoi^ so discordant apprehensions, lie 
able to discern the truth of it? how would 
the wise be tempted to dislike it, bi ing so 
mangled and disflgured? what an object 
of contempt and scorn woulil it be to the 
profaner world in such a case ! It needeth, 
therefore, considerable societies to uphold 
it; but no soriety (especially of any mrge 
e:^tent) can abide in order and peace, under 

n Pet V 5; Epb v SI: PhU ii Jl 
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the managemont of equal and ecHvrdlyiide 
povere; without a mngle uudividied lu^ 
rity, enabled to modiarate tUDid 

duce them to apoiut. to arHtrate emer^nt 
caaos of difteironoe, to put good orders in 
execution, to curb the adversaries of or- 
der and peace. These things cannot be well 
performed where there is a parity of many 
concurrents, apt to dissent, and able to 
check each other:* no democracy can be 
supported without borrowing somewhat 
from monarchy; no body can live without 
a head ; an army cannot be without a ge- 
neral, a senate without a president, a cor- 
poration without a supreme magistrate :t 
this all experience attesteth; this even the 
chief inipugners of emscopal presidency do 
by their practice confess ; who for preven- 
tion of disorder have boon fain of their own 
heads to devise ecclosiastical subordinations 
of classes, provinces, and nations ; and to 
appoint moderators (or temporary bishops) 
ill their obsemblies; so that reason bath 
forced the dissenters from the church to 
imitate it. 

If there be not in^^ectors over the doc*< 
trine and manners of the common clergy, 
there will be many who will say and do an^ 
thing ; they will m teaching please their 
ow n humour, or soothe the peo]>le, to serve 
Ihcir own interests ; they will indulge them- 
snlves in a licentious manner of life ; they 
will clash in their doctrines, and scatter 
the people, and draw them into factions. 

It is also very necessary for preserving 
tho unit} and communion of the parts of 
the C4itho1ie church; seeing single persons 
are much fit ter to maintain coiTes|K>ndence, 
tlian h(*iullcss bodies. 

The very credit of religion doth require 
that there should bo persons raised above 
the Ciimmon h vel, and endued with emi- 
nent autliority, to whose care tlie pro- 
in(»tiug it should be committed ; for such 
as the persons we, who manage any pro- 
fession, such will be the respect yieldcid 
thereto ; if the ministers of religion be men 
of honour and authority, religion itself will 
he venerable ; if those be moan, tAut will 
become contemptible. 

The holy scripture also doth plainly 
enough countenance this distinction ; for 

^ Bee1i»)a» sdus in sutomi Sarerdolis 4l«rn*t«fs oon- 
sigtlt ciu si non e\orB qussdAm, tit ab nmnibns euii- 
ntnsdttur potestas. tot in tssclsna ofHoiontur scliis- 
matOr qtiot saosrdotes — Hw , Oi Lvnf, 

Niki prfsbytQronun otietus rite constitntns dki po- 
test, in quo nuUiis ^ Grad, Mm 

cap 22. 

t Kssentialo ftUti quod ex Dfl ordinations perpetna 
fiecesse fblt, est. et corit, ut pnesbytono quispuiu ct 
1 »CQ rt diqnltate primus actioni oubeniuiKto prasit 
cum (u, quud ipsi divinilutt atiribuUuu wf jure.— 
lia hadtng Gfad, cap. aalii. p 15d 
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tlierein we have represented o&e pre- 

siding over principal churches, which eon* 
tained sevem presbyters ; ^ therein we fcwi 
epIscoMl ordination and jurisdiction ex- 
ercised; wchave one bishop oonstitutihg 
|H*e6byters in divers cities or his diocese ; 
orderii^ all things therein concerning ec- 
clesiastical discipline ; judgixi^ presbyters, 
rebuking, fftrai rrariit Ivtrmyat, with utt flW- 
tharity {or impei'iousoess, as it were ; Tit. 
ii. 15), and reconciling offenders, secluding 
heretics and .scandalous personb.*^ 

In the Jewish church there were an high- 
priest, chief-piest, a sanhedrim, or senate, 
or synod. 

The government of congregations among 
God’s ancient people (wluoh it is probable 
w^as the pattern mat the apostles, no af- 
feoters of needless innovation, did follow in 
establishing ecclesiastical discipline among 
Christians) doth hereto agree ; for in their 
synagogues, answering to our Christian 
churches, they bad, as their elders and 
doctors, so over them an the 

head of the eldership, and president of the 
synagogue. 

The primitive general use of Christians 
most effectusdly doth back the scripture, 
and interpret it in favour of this distinc- 
tion; Scarce less than demonstrating it 
constituted by the apostles ; for how other- 
wise w it imaginable, that all the cbimches 
founded by the apostles, in several nuist 
distant ana disjoined places (at Jerusalem, 
at Antioch, at Alexandria, at Ephesus, at 
Corinth, at Rome), should presently con- 
spire in acknowlcd^ont and u^e of it ? 
how could it without apparent confederacy 
be formed, how could it creep in without 
notable clatter, how could it be admitted 
without considerable oppobition, if it wero 
not in the foundation of those churches laid 
hv apostles ? How is it likely, that in 
those times of grievous persecution, fall- 
ing thiefly upon the bishops (when to be 
eminent among Christians yielded blender 
reward, and exposed to extreme hazard ; 
when to seek pre-eminence was in effect 
to court danger and trouble, torture and 
ntiii), an ammtion of irregularly advancing 
themselves above their brethren should so 
^erally prevail among the oldest and best 
Christians]^ How could those famous mar- 
tyrs fur the Christian truth be some of fbem 
so, unconaeionable as to affect, others so 
irresolute as to yield to such in^uioub en- 
croachments ? and how could allihe holy 
Fathers (persons of so ronownsd, so ap- 
pruv cd wisdom and integi«ity) be so blind 

» Apoo. U % Ac. 
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n% not to di^cOrn 8^ a conniption, or 8o 
nad an to abet it? Ilov ititlOM conld all 
God’s chturoh be so weak as to oonsiaxt in 
judgment, so base as to eomp^b j^aetice 
\(ithit? infino, howcanweoonoeiye that 
all i)io best monuments of antiquity down 
from the begianing (the acts, the enistleb, 
the histories, the commentaries, me wri- 
tings of all sorts, coming from the blessed 
martyrs and most holy confessors of our 
faith) should oonspfre to abuse us; the 
which do speak notning but bishops; long 
catalogues and rows of bishops succeeding 
in this and that city ; bishops contesting 
for the faith against pagan idolaters, and 
heretical corrupters of Christian doctrine; 
bishops hero teaching and planting our 
religion by their labours, there smsrmg 
and watering it with their blood ? 

I could not but touch this point : but I 
cannot insist thereoTi ; the fhll discus»on 
of it, and vindication of the truth from 
the cavils advanced against tlie truth by 
modem dissenters from the church, having 
employed voluminous treatises : 1 shall only 
further add, that if any man be so dully 
or so affectedly ignorant as not to see the 
reason of the case, and the dangerous con- 
sequences of rrjeetiuff this ancient foim 
of discipline ;® if any be so overweeningly 
presumptuous, as to question the frith of 
all history, or to disavow those monuments 
and that tradition, upon the testimony 
whereof even the truth and certainty of 
our religion, and all its sacred oiacles, do 
rely ; if any be so perversely contentious, 
as to oppose the custou) and current prac- 
tice of the churches through all ages down 
to the last age; so solt-eonceitedly arro- 
gant, as to condemn or sliglit the judgment 
and piactice of all the Fathers (together 
also with tlie opinion of the later most grave 
divines, who Live judged episcopal presi- 
dency needful or expernciit, where practi- 
cable ;) so poe\isldy refractory as to thwart 
the settled order of that church in which 
he was baptised, to^tlmr with the law of 
the r^untry in which he was born ; upon 
such a person we may look as one utterly 
inmcible and intractable: so weak a judg- 
ment, and so strong a will, who can hope 
by reason to convert ? I shall say no more 
to that ^iut. 

The tlicn (the gtudes and go- 

^ ernors), in our text, arc, primarily, the 
bishop, as the superior and chief gwde<», 
each m his place according to mrder peace- 
ably cbtahhshed; then, secondarily, tlic 
|U‘esbytcv«, in their stathm as guhles iu- 
friior, logtthcr with the deacons os then 

« i Cor, XI. 10 


OITU SPIRITUAL [sEantoii ux 

assistants : such the church always hath 
bad, and snCh, tty God’s blossiug, our 
cdiurch now hath, toward whom the duty 
of obeditmoe is to be j[>erformed. 

To the considoratioB of that I should 
now proceed: but fr*st it seemetb exp- 
dient to remove a main obstruction to that 
performance ; which is this : a mispribion 
or doubt concerning the prsons of our 
guides and governors $ for in vain it would 
be to teach or persuade us to obey them, 
if we do not know who they are, or will not 
acknowledge them : for as in relipon it is 
pHmus Deorum aUtui Dm er^&re^ the 
first Worship of Ood to Mieoe God^ as 
Seneca ssdth ; so it vt the frrst port of our 
obedience to our governoi s to avow them ; 
it is at least absolutely prerequisite thereto. 
It was of old a mccept of St. Paul to the 
T’hessalonians ; We beseech yon^ brethren^ 
to hum thoiewho labotp among you^ and 
premde over yous^ and ancdhcr to flu Co- 
rinthians, Sidmit yourselves (siith he) to 
such^ and to every one that heJveih with 
le?, and laboareth: then he bubjomclh, *cri- 

Ttvt r^teuroutf aihiowled^e A7((hJ 

There were, it seemeth, iiiobC in the a^K)b- 
tolioal times who would not know or ac- 
knowledge their guides ; there wt»To even 
those who would nut admit the apostles 
themselves, as St. John baith of Diotrephes, 
who fesisted their words, as St. Paul saitli 
of Alexander, to wlvom the iq>ostlcs were 
not apostles, as St. Paul intimateth con- 
cerning some, in regard to himself;* there 
were then pseud *apostles, who o\c]uded 
the apostles, intruding themselves into 
tliat high ofree:^ no wonder, then, it may 
bo, that UQW, in Uicse dregs of time, tlure 
should be many who disavow and desert 
their true guides, transferring the observ- 
ance due to them upon bold pretenders ; 
who are not indeed guides, but seducers ; 
not goveniors, but usmq>ers, and sacrik- 
gious invaders of this holy office : the duty 
we speak of cannot be secured without pn - 
venting oi correcting this grand mistake ; 
and this w< hope to compass by represent- 
ing a double character, or dcsci-iption, one 
of the true guides, auothci* of tlic counter-^ 
frits : by comparing which w^e may easily 
distinguish tlicm, and conscqucntl} be in- 
duced dutifully to avow and follow the one 
sort, wisely to dibciaim and decline the 
other. 

Those, I cay, then, who constantly do 
profess and teach that sound and whole- 
some doctrine, which was dehvered by our 
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Lord atid his apasiloB in word and 
was received hy tlieir disciples in 1^ pri* 
xnifiye churches, was transmitted and con** 
firmed by general trafhtion, was sealed by 
the blood of the blessed martyrs, and pro- 
pagated by the labours of the holy Fathers 9 
the which also manifestly reoommenifeth 
and promoteth tme reverence and piety 
toward God, justice and charity tow^ 
men, order and quiet in human societies^ 
purity and sobriety in each man's private 
conversation* 

Those who celebrate the true worship 
of God, and administer the holy mysteries 
of our religion in a serious, grave, decent 
manner, purely and without any notorious 
corruption, oitner by hurtful error, or su* 
perstitiotts foppery, or irreverent rudonoss, 
to the advancement of God’s honour, and 
edification of the participants in virtue and 
piety. 

Those who derive their authority by a 
continued succession from the apostles; 
who are called unto, and constituted in, 
ih( ir otlice in a regular and peaccalde way, 
agreeabJo to tile institution of God, and 
the constant practice of his church; ac- 
cording to rules approved in the best and 
purest ages: who arc prepared to the exer- 
cise of their function by the host education 
tlial ordinarily can be provided, under sober 
discipline, in the schools of the prophets, 
who thence by competent endowments of 
mind, and useful furniture of good learn- 
ing, acquired by painful 8tu%, become 
qudified to guide and instruct the people: 
who, after previous examination of their 
abilities, and probable testimomes concern- 
ing theii manners (with regard to the qua- 
htications of incorrupt doctrine, and sober 
convtu’sation prescribed by the apostles), 
arc adjudged fit tbr tlie office ; who also 
in a pious, grave, solemn manner, with 
invocation of God's blessing, hy hying on 
ifte hi f riff i of the presbytery are admitted 
thereunto. 

Those whose practice in guiding and go- 
verning tlio people of God is not managed 
by arbitrary, uncertain, fickle, private mn- 
cies or humours, but regulated by standing 
laws; framed (riccordiug to general direo* 
tions extant in hoi} scripture) by pious and 
wise persons, with inatiu*e advice, in ac- 
commodation to the seasons and dreum- 
stanoes of things for common edification, 
order, and peac'e. 

^ Those who , by virtue of their good prin- 
ciples, in their msposition and demeanour 
appear sober, orderly , peaceable, yielding 
meek submission to government, tendering 
“ 1 Tim id 7. W. 


the church's peace, upholding the eommu- 
luon of the samts, abstaiuing from all schos- 
matical, turbulent, and factious practices* 

Those, also, who are acknowledged by 
the laws of our country, on obligation to 
obey whom is part of t^t kmm emstUu^ 
Hon^^ unto wh!^ we are in all things (not 
evidently repumaant to God's law) indis- 
pensably bound to submit; whom our so- 
vereign, God's vicegerent and the mirsing 
father of his church among us (unto whom 
In all things high respect, in all lawful 
things entire obemence* is due), doth com- 
mand and encourage us to obey. 

Those, 1 say, to whom this character 
plainly doth aj^ee, we may reasonably be 
assured that they m our tnie rades and 
governors, whom we arc obliged to follow 
and obey; fer what better assurance can 
we in reaison desire? what more proper 
marks can be assigned to discern them ov? 
what methods of comtituting such needful 
officers con be settled more answiTabie to 
their design and use? how can it be evil or 
unsafe to foUow guides authorised by such 
warrants, conformed to such patterns, en- 
dowed with such dispositions, actii^ by 
such principles and rules? can we mistako 
or miscarry by complying with the great 
body of gW's church through all ages, 
and particularly with those great lights of 
the primitive church, who by the excel- 
lency of their knowledge, and the intem*ity 
of their virtue, have so illusti'ated our bedy 
religion ? 

There ore, on the other hand, sufficiently 
plain characters, by which wo may descry 
seducers, and false pretenders to guide us. 

Those who do teuch other<^ 

tinac, or discost fi^m the good ancient 
wholesome doctrine, revealed in the holy 
scripture, attested bymuversal tradition, 
professed, taught, maintained to death by 
the primitive saints and martyrs ; who af- 
fect novelties, uncouth notions, big words, 
and dark phrases; who doto on curious 
empty spcculationsaud idle questions, which 
en^mder strife, and }ield no go^ fruit. 

Those who ground their opinions and 
warrant their proceedings not by clear 
testimomes of divine revelation, by tim 
dictates of s(»imd reason, by the current 
authority of wise and good men, but by 
the suggestions of their own fancy, by tlie 
impul^s of their passion and seal, by preM. 
tenoes to special inspiration, by hna^nary 
necessities, and such like faJOiamous rules.* 


» Ip^orum tfdinationes tontwiwriA, iiuMnuasDtes. 
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Those who, by counterfeit shows of 
rniprhty zeal and oxtraordixuur affection, 
by affected forms of speech, by pleasing 
notions, by prophesying mo^th things^ 
daubing and glonng, by varioas artifices of 
flattery and fraud, atti^ and abuse weak 
and heedless people. 

Those who, without any apparent com- 
mission from God, or allowable call from 
mon, or extraordinary necessity of the case, 
in no legal or regular way, aooording to 
no custom received in God^s church, do 
intrude themselves into the office, or arc 
only assumed thereto by ignorant, unstable, 
giddy, factious people,* such as those of 
whom St. Paul sailh, that aceordmg to theW 
own laUs^ they heap up teachers to them^ 
selves^ lumng itching ears,^ 

Those who are not in reasonable ways 
fitly prepared, not duly apiwoved, not com- 
potently authoiized, not orderly admitted 
to the office, according to the j^escrijitions 
of God's word, and the jiraotice of his 
church ; not entering into tlie fold by the 
door, hut breaking tlirough, or clambering 
<wer the fences of sober mscipline. 

Those who in their mind, their princi- 
ples, their designs, and all their practice, 
appear \o\d of that cliarity, that meekness, 
that calmness, that gravity, tliat siiieeiity, 
tliat stability, which qualify worthy and true 
guides : who in the disposition of Uieir mind 
are froward, fierce, and stubborn; in their 
principles kioiie and slippery; in their de- 
signs and behaviour turbulent, disorderly, 
violent, deceitful: who regsfifd not order or 
peace, hut wantonly raise b(*andals, create 
dibsendons, abet and foment dislurban<^s 
in the church: who under religions appear- 
ances iiididge their passions, and serve tlieir 
interests, using a guise of devotion, and 
talk about holy tilings as instruments to 
\ii\t wrath, envy, and spJeon; to drive for- 
ward designs of ambition and avaidce : who 
will not hubimt to any certain judgment or 
rule, will like nothing but what their fancy 
suggests, will acknow ledge no law but iucir 
own will ; who ior no just cause, and upon 
any slender pi*etenee, withdraw tbeuisehes, 
and seduce others from the church in which 
they were brought up, deserting its com- 
muTiion, impugning itb laws, defaming its 
govesmors, endeavouring to sul)\ ert its es- 
tiiMishment: who manage their di^oi]diue 
(*ucK as it is of tlieir own framing) lumd- 
visedly and uiisti adily, m no stable method, 

* m sunt qui Be ultro awnd tomerartntt oon^onaa 
eiae praeflciuut, qul ■u rmiuMtos 

Muv uUb ordiiialU>iH/i lege coiiftitiiiinL, qui la inizio 
( itKoapiUuiii dautc Mbi nomeu Ab.utniUit 

iyn dv r« ini i) iV. 

*2 1 ini IT S 


according to no settled rule, but as present 
conceit, or humour, or advantage prompts 
eth; so that, not being fixed in any certain 
jud^nent or practice, they soon clash with 
themselves, and divide from one another, 
incessantly roving from one sect to another ; 
being carried about vM dkers and strange 
dat'trmes, like children^ tossed to and f/o 
with eve^y triad of doctrhuiJ 

Those, the frims of whose doctrine and 
monagery amount at best only to empty 
Jam of godliness^ void of real mrtue; while 
in truth they fill the minds of men with 
ill passions, ill surmises, iU-wUI ; they jwo. 
duoe impious, unjust, and uncharitable 
dealitig of all kinds, particularly discon- 
tentful muruiurings, dLsobedienee to magis- 
trate^, schisms and fHctions in the churcli, 
combustions and seditions in the state. 

In fine, those who in their temper and 
their deportnient roserable those aiioient 
seducers, branded in the scripture, those 
evil mcA, who dsd sedvoe^ and were se- 
duced:* 

Wliose dispositions arc represented in 
thebo epithets; the^ were wi- 

ruly^* or ipersons indisposed and unwill- 
ing to submit to government; 
avUhtt, prebvmptuoas^ and self-willed^ or 
self-pleasmg darers; 
murmurers^ comphiiners^ or ooigimctly 
contented mutineers ; avFo»v:etKs^r4i, self- 
condetrmed^ namely, by controchetious slmf- 
fiiDg and shifting, or by exconimumoating 
themselves from tUo church; (h*- 

witchers^ inveigling and deliuling credulous 
people by dibsimuiation and ^jKrious ap- 
pearances; ftaving a fortn oj godliness ^ 
hut denying thejtowet theiSof} hvvng wolves 
in sheep* s clothing^ grievous wolves^ not spa- 
ring Ike flock; deceitful workms^ ti an f aim- 
ing themselves info the setvanis of Chrint^ 
anti mhusters of nghteouvtess ; tarns of 
t/umselves^ tovetous^ baaotns^ proud^ not- 
lets^truci brtakcrs.fflsi amhfis^ ti^dois^ 
heady ^ kigk-mvided^ vain talk is^ (La iotrs^ 
Ignorant^ unlearned ^ unstable , ^ 

Whos< piaetiee » were ; to cause divisions 
and offences contrary to ictemd doctrine, 
by good words and fair yieeihes to deceive 
the hearts of the simple;--^ to swerve from 
iharity — having turn '*d aside to vain, jan- 
gling^ desiritg to he teudicrs of the law^ 
u&deistan/ding neithei what tfuy not 
whereof they affirm . to hri> tide vnstablesonh ; 
to lie in wait to deuire; to speak nemrse 
things that thc^ may diow disnples of Ur 
them; to creeji into houses^ (apt mating silly 
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women; ta dote about questions and strifes 
of words^ whereof comelh emn/, Strife, ra^ 
iiigs, evil surmismgs, perverse di^uihigss 
to speak smiling words of mmUy; to aeU 
piirc persons because of advantage (or out 
of private defeign, foir feelf.interej9t;) to stdt^ 
Vert whole houbcs, teaching things which 
they ou^ht not, for ftthy herds sake; to 
sjmak Ues in hypocrisy; to preach Christ 
oui ofeut^ and strife, md out of goodtriil, 
or pure intention hyuit)^ not purely ; 
to promise liberty to their followem} 5 ta walk 
disorderly (that is, in repu^ance to order 
settled in tiie churc^h ;) to despise domimm^ 
and without fear to reprooch dignities; to 
spec^ evil (rabhiy) of those things which 
they know not (^wJiieh are beside their skill 
and cognizance ;) to separate themselves 
from the church.** 

Such perhons as these, arrogating to 
theinselvcs the ofiice of guides, and pre> 
lending to lead ns, we must not follow or 
regard ; but ere in reason and conscience 
obliged to reject and shun thorn, as the 
nilnisters of Satan, the pests of Christen- 
dom, the enenuos and murderers of souls,** 

It can indeed nowise be safe to follow 
any such leaders (whatever pretences to 
special illumination they hold forth, what- 
ever specious guises of sanctity they bear) 
who in their doctrine or practice defect 
from the grefit beaten roads of holy scrip, 
turc, priuiiux v tradition, and ca^olic prac- 
tice, roving in by-paths suggested to them 
by their private tancies and huiupurs, their 
pas&is>ns and lusts, their interests and ad- 
vantages ; thert* have in all ages such coun- 
terfeit guides stftrted up, having debauched 
some tew heedless persons, having erected 
some vtt^atrvmyuyas. Or petty combinatioiLs 
gainst the regularly sottlod corporations | 
but never with uny dural »1e success or 
countenance of divine Providence; but like 
prodigious meteors, having caused a little 
gazing, and hcune disturbance, their sects 
have soon been dissipated, and hdvo quite 
vanished away the authors and abettors 
of them being either buried in oblivion, or 
recordefi with ignominy ; like that Theu- 
das in the speech of Gamaliel, who rose 
up, boasting himself to he somebody; to 
whom a nmnber of men, about four hundred, 
oined themselves; who was slain, mid all, 
as many as obeyed him were scattered, md 
brought to nought.^ 

But let thus .much suffice to have been 


di9 

simken concerning the persons to whom 
obedience must be performed. 
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SERMON LVII. 

OP onsniEKCE TO OUR SPIRITUAL OUlDES 
AND C10T£RN0R8. 

Her. xiii, 17.— -OAey them that have the 
rule over you, 

1 pRocSEB to the duty itself, the obedience 
prescribed, which may (according to the 
extent in signification of the word ^tUntSa,) 
be conceived to relate eitlicr to the govern- 
ment, or to the doctrine, or to the conver- 
sation of Ihe persons SMCified; implying, 
thi^ we should ob^ their laws, tfat we 
should embrace tlieir doctrine, that we 
should conform to their practice, according 
to pro|w JimHations of suchperfonnauo^ 
respectiYely. 

We begin with the that, as seeming 
chiefly intended by the words, ^ 

Obedience to eceledastleal government. 
What this doth import, we may ttnder.stand 
by considering the terms whereby it is 
exijressed, and those whereby itb ewrekte 
(spiritual government) is signified j by ex- 
amples and practice relating to it, by the 
nature and reason of the matter itself. 

Beside the word ntMtu (which is com* 
monly used to signify all sorts of obedience, 
chiefly that which is due to governerrs), 
here is added a word serving to explain 
that the word wr<*ici<v, which siguifieth to 
yield, give way, or comply ; relating (as it 
beemeth by its being put indefinitely) to all 
their proc‘eediiigs in matters conoermi>g 
their charge. In other places, parallel to 
our text, it is expressed by 
the same term by which constantly the 
subjection due to secular powers, in all the 
precepts enjoining it, is expressed ; • *(V»- 

yuiTi^9t vmAyt,Ti 

manner (or correspondently) saith St. Pe- 
ter, ye younger, submit yourselves to the 
elder;^ (that is, as the context shews, ye 
inferiors in the church obey your auperiors| 

J both there and otherwhOT dota 

signify the state of inferiority, as 1 

importeth di^ty and authority.)-.. 
And, vTordffvttrSu rius T^uvr^tf, submit yOUT* 
selves unto such, and to every one ii^ j^n• 
eth with ue, and wfitb St. Fat^ 

and, cAAnAAK subadtHs^ poiir- 

selves to one another m the fear y (Jotf • 
that is, yielding conscientiously that sui* 
imsbion. which established orito re^airetb 

• jTit m. 1 1 Rom, jdjL 1 1 1 Pat. H. JB.i 
** I Pot. « 6 ; Luko xxii. SG. ^ \ Cor. M 
lPet.v.8 ^ 
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from one to enother; wbeiiee vo may 
coBeet « Hmt the dix«y oonaUrtetii fn ^dlng 
end complkuoOe to au laws, 
vuiet/^tuul orders eaaemd s^tuel go- 
vmore 'frr the i|ae ctDebradoa of 
womU^, the promoting edSdoai^, the 
coaaemiDtg deemiey, the matetetiaikce of 
peaoO; m also to the judgments aad oen- 
sores In order to the same porposos ad>* 
ministered Ijr them. 

This obediedce to be due io them may 
likewise be icifrifr^ rariousname^ 

and titles atfributed to them; simh as those 
of prelates, supenutemdents, pasters, su- 
IMNrvkora, goTeraors, and leaders; whieh 
terms (more fargefe toisf^htsd before) do 
imply conimand and authority of all sorts, 
lsgyads», judicial, aixd eaecative. 

Sooh obedience also prhnitRYe prantioe 
doth assert to thorn i for what authority 
the holy apostles did oasumo ood exercise, 
the same we may reasonably suppose de- 
rived to them ; the same in kind, mthough 
not in peculiarity of manner (by immediate 
commission from Christ, with supply of 
extraordinary gifts and graces), and m un* 
limitedness of extent ; for they do succeed 
to the apostles in charge and care over the 
church, eadb in his precinct, the apostolimd 
office being distributi^ among them all/ 
The same titles which the apostles assumed 
to themselves they ascribe to their sym- 
presbyters, re<pdnng the same duties from 
them, and prescribing obedieiioe to them 
in the same terms ; they claimed no more 
power than was needful to further edifica* 
tion, and tins is requisite that present go- 
vernors also rikould have; their practice in 
government may also welt be presumed ex- 
emplary to all future govemor<i4 As, then, 
we see them to order things, and 

frame ecclesiastical constitutions ; 
to reeHA thiugs, or reform defects^ to 
toytosc OMervances neoftteary^ or expedient 
to tho time ; to judge causes and persons, 
heittf ready to avenge^ or punish, every die* 
ohakneei to ua? eeverity upon ocewdons ; 
wiUi the spiritual rod to obastlae scanda- 
lous oiffenwrs, dmrderly mdkere^ persons 
contumacious and unconfbrmable to thrir 
injunctions ; to reject heretics, and banish 
notorious sinners from communion, warn- 
ing Uif frutlifril to forbear ooiiversarion wl^ 
Ihem;* as they did challeiige to theinscdves 
m authority from Ckriet to cxerobe these 

* OidttS In BdUi^m aiitaultotvtlcnKWSn^ — 
rw (to Viut M 

t ft Car* s t xul« tU—To memki aeon To con- 
arm pvo^slytoa To omutoe jiurlsdieuoit 

*1 Otar \\ 34; Tit. I«a; ftS; 1 Cor v IS, 

9 ( nr.x fit xHl 10; I to iv.S t xii ftl ; aUi. ft , 
ft S|U, Tift lli lot iTii vi Kom, 

x\i 17. 


and the like aeto of spiritnal dominion and 
jurietSotiou ; ekeetkg punctual <dxediencc 
to them s' aa we also see the like acts ex- 
errised by bishops, whom they did consti- 
tute to wn4 rule the ohurais t sn wo 
may reasonably pocu^e all ^vetmota of 
the church (tne heirs of their office) in- 
vested with like authority in order to the 
same ptirpoaes, and that correspondent obe- 
dience is due to them ; so that what blame, 
what pnni^ment, was due to those who 
disobeyed the apostles, doth in proportion 
bel<mg to the tnmsgrossors of their duly 
toward the present governors of the church; 
w^cially considering that our Lord pro- 
mted hi$ perpetual presence and a'^sistonoe 
to the apostles.* 

We may further observe, that accord- 
ingly, in continual succession from Uie drst 
ages, the good primitive bishops (the great 

E paeons and propagators of our relimon) 
nerally assume such power, and the 
readily did yield obedience ; where- 
one did wrongfully usurp, the other 
did weakly comply, wer^ neitliei probable 
nor just to suppose : w bonce general tra- 
dition doth also condrm our obligation to 
tliis duty. 

That this kind of obedience is required, 
doth also further appear from oonsidermg 
the reason of thin^, the condition of tho 
ehoroh, the desi^ of the Christian religion. 

I. Every Christian elmrch is a society ; 
no society con abide in any comely order, 
any steady quiet, any desirable prosperity, 
without gfr^rnment ; no govermne^it can 
stand wraout oortospondent obligation to 
submit tlioreto. 

3. Again ; The state of religion under 
the gospel is tho kbigdom of heaven ; Christ 
our Lord is king of the cliprch ; it he visibly 
governcth and ordereth by the spiritual go- 
vernors, as his substitutes and lieutenants 
(whence they peculiarly are styled his mi- 
nisters, his omcers, his stewards, his legates, 
his Co- workers.) When he ascending up to 
God’s right hand wa.s investeil with entire 
possession of that royal state, ho settled 
them to administer affisirs concerning that 
govormnent in his place and name : Ascend- 
ing vp on high^ he gave gifts mio men. 
lie gave same apostles^ some prophets^ some 
epaingeUsts^ some pastors ana teachers .* ^ he 
gave them, that is, he appointed them in 
tbrir office, subordinate to himbeif,yc/r the 
perfecting of the saints^ far the worn of the 
mMytry\ for the edifying of the body of 
(Jhidt. AS to hhn, therefore, ruling by 
^ yapkeom apD^tolorum.— tW. To. 

« 2 €or. X. 8; sill in 4 Matt axntt Sp 

bJSph, 6, 11, U. 
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them, by them emicting laws, dij^pexisi&g 
justice, maintaining or&t and peace, obe-^ 
dience is due. « 

8. Again : For the hononr of Vfod, the 
commendation of religion) and benefli of 
the people, it is needful, that in all religious 
performanocb things should, oecordiag to 
St. Paul's rule, be performed decently^ emd 
acoardmfiS to onkr^ without tinh«aasome 
confusion and troublesome distraction this 
cannot be aecomplisbdd without a deter- 
minatiou of persons, of modes, of citounir 

(for how^an anj^ing be petfoipmed de- 
cently, if every person liath not his rank 
and station, his office and work allotted to 
him ; if to every thing to be done, its time, 
its place, its maimer of performance, be 
not assi^cd, so that each one may know 
vvhat, when, where, and how he auistdo?) 
Such determinatiou must be cominiited to 
the discretion and care of somo persons, 
empowered to icame standing lavts or rales 
concerning it, and to sec them duly ove- 
c‘uhd (for all persons without dolay, strife, 
confusion, and dnstiubance, cannot meddle 
ill it :) with these ]K>rsons all the rest of 
tlie lK)dy must be obliged to com|»lY j other- 
wise all such detomiinations will be vaan 
and ineffectual. Such order xeoson doth 
recomnicjid in every proceeding ; such or- 
der especially l)ecometh the gi^dcur aud 
im]»ortance of sacred things ; sueh order 
Godluth dcclai« d himself to approve, and 
lo\e, especially in his own house, among 
liis j^oplo, in matters relating to his ser- 
vife; n>r, J/t' w not (as St. Paul saith, 
arguing to this purpose) the Ood of eon- 
fuMon^ httt oj peeue^ in uH ehurchea of the 
stunts,* 

4, Again : Tl is requisite that all Chris- 
tian bretlimi should conspire in seiving 
(jod with mutual eliaiity, fieurt} voncHird, 
harmonious cfinsont ; that, as the ajmstles 
60 often prt*scnbod, they shouid endeavour 
to htp unity of spirit in the (mad of peace t 
that they should he like winded^ humng the 
same looe^ betng of one orrof </, of one mmd^ 
standing }aat in on^ stm with one mnd; 
that they shovld vmtk by the same rule^ and 
mind the same thing ; that with cm mind 
tnd one mouth they should glorify (Jod^ the 
Father of our Lord Jem Christ; that they 
should ad speak the same thing; and that 
thme he no dwimm ammig but that 
they he perfictly joined together i» the smm* 
mnd^ and in the saine Judntnent^ (like thoae 
in the Aids, of whom it is said, the midtu 


< (1 Cor J\S S3; Tjt.tt. \0.) I < or xlv 
>1 Cor vk 03 ^ CnU ti 2, OjeM 0 «** 

1 Vot ill 8, r,* IV 3, Chft ii 2, 1 J7*. ni 1 
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fade of believers had mirheaHeMoUe aaul;) 
that mere should be no schims (dirisioua^ 
or fisctioiis) in the body; that w diaeeik 
siona, all naammings^ aUemulatixma, ahotuld 
be discarded from the church:' thowh^ 
wecepts, secluding on oldigotion to ofae^ 
menec, would be impossible and vain % for 
(without continual miracle, and transfolrm- 
ing btunan nature, things not to be e)c- 
pa^d from God, who apparently deslgneth 
to manage rcligioa by ordinary ways of 
human prudence, his gracious assistance 
oonctirrmg) no durable concord in any 
socifdy can ever effiectually be maintmned 
otherwise than K one pumic reason, will, 
and sentence, which may represent, con- 
nect, and comprise all ; in defect of that, 
every one will he of a several opinion about 
what best, each will be earnest Ibr the 
prevalence of his model and way ; there 
wilt be so many lawgivers as persona, so 
many difFerences as matters hneideut ; no- 
thing will pass moothly and quietly, with- 
out biokenng and gangling, and eotise- 
qucnily without animosities and ffiudh: 
whence no unanimity, no concord, scared 
any clmrity or good-will, can suhslst. 

5. Furuier; In consequence of these 
tbin^, common cdidcation requireth such 
obemeiioe: it is the duty of governors to 
ord^ all things to this vmd, that is, to 
the inaintenaQce, encouragement, and im- 
iwovcment of piety ; for this pOT^ose their 
authority was {^von them, as St. Paul saith, 
and themore it must be deemed thereto 
conducible : ii is indeetl very necessary to 
edihcatioD, which, without discipline guid- 
ing the simple and ignorant, reclaiming the 
erroneous and prebumptuous, ciierishing 
the regular, and correcting the refiraetory, 
can nowise bo promoted. 

Excluding it, there c.m be no means of 
checking or redressdug scandals, which to 
the reproach of religion, to the disgrace of 
the church, to the corrupting the minds, 
and infecting the manners of men, will 
spring up and bpread.** Neither can there 
be siny way to prevent the rise and growth 
of pei'nicious errors or heresies ; the which 
assuredly in a state of unrebtralned liberty 
the wanton and wicked minds of meqo wiu 
breed, their lioentioub practice will ibster 
and propa^te, to the increase of aUinu 
piety, their mouths must be Stopped^ other- 
wise thev will subvert whole houses^ teaehk^ 
things wnieh thev ought iKWf , forfMhy herds 
sake, the mra pf nau^ty seducers itrfWf 
spread hke a gongrmj if there hh no 


• Amu sa, 1 rof.xli SS. JCi IS; Ltl; ill 3, 
2<or XU. 20, im il U «»Co#, AlIo* t 
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oorrotiTe vr ewwotiM ttmdj to itMr iti 
pnmeu. 

Where thiog^a moot managed 
fluSet, nirderly way, no good praedce cm 
itonri^h or thrive; dlasensicHi will choke all 
good affectiona, confarion will ohstmct all 
proceedings; from anarchy, etnuk- 
tion and strife will certainly grow, and 
fri)m them all eorts of wickedness; for 
(aaith St* James) there is mtdation 


[saaatow lvil 

that he ehotdd oontrlbote jtoltB wmport and 
welkre, its hononr, its peace; that conse- 
quently im should yield obedieime to the 
orders a^inted m those ends. Pecu- 
liarly equal it u in remd to our spiritual 
govemors, who are (Obliged to be very so- 
licitous and laborious in furthering*^ oiir 


best good ; who stand deeply CDgaged, and 
are responsible for the welfare of our aouIs : 
tliey must be contented to spend trnd he 


0m ttHfe^ there is cmfnden md every eoil spent; to undergo any pains, any hardships, 
';** ^ ^ any dangers and crosses occurring in pur- 

All those benefits which arise from holy suance of those designs: and is it not then 


communion in udiccs of piety and cliarity 
(from coiwon prayers and praises to God, 
from participation m all sacred ordinances, 
from mutual advice, admonition, encou- 
ragement, consolation, good example), will 
together vanish with discipline.* these de- 
pend upon the friendly union and corre- 
spondence of the members ; and no such 
union can abide without the ligament of 
discipline, no such correspondence can 
be upheld without unanimous compliance 
to public order. The cement of discipline 
wanting, the church will not be like a s/d- 
ritml honse^ compacted of Ihely 
into one goodly pile ; but like a company 
of scattered pebbles, or a heap of rubbish. 

So considering the reason of things, this 
obedience will appear needful: to enforce 
the practice thereof, we may adjoin several 
^ eij^ y con'.idcrations. 

CTwder obedience, what it is, whence 
flTsprings, what it produceth ; each of those 
respects will tngage us to it 


plainly equal (is it not indeed more than 
equal, doth not all ingenuity and gratitude 
require ?) that we should encourage and 
comfort them in bear mg tho*»o burdens, 
and in dischargiiy those mcumlirances, by 
a frjrand cheerful coandunce? It m the 
apostle's enforcement of the duty in our 
text; Obey t/uwn(saith he) and submit ymr^ 
sehes; far they mutch fur your souU^ as 
those mho me to render an account^ that 
they may do tt soith Joy, and not mtk srief 
(or groaning.) 

Is it not indeed extreme iniquity and in- 
gratitude, when they with anxious care and 
earnest toil are endeavouring our happi- 
ness, that we should vex and trouble them 
by our perverse and cross hehdviour^ 

Nay, is it not palpable folly to do thus, 
seeing thereby we do indispose and hin- 
der them from effectually discharging them 
duty to our advantage’ a,>v9kru\ 
vwvo, for this, addoth the Apostle, further 
pressing the duty, is unproJitahU to you^ 


It is m Itself a thing very good and ac- or it tendeth to your disadvantage and da- 
o^table to God, very just and equal, very mage ; not only as involving guilt, but as 
wi^, very comely and pleasant. inferring loss; the loss of all those spiri- 

It cannot but be grateful unto God, who tual benefits, which ministers being encou< 


is the God of love, of order, of peace, and 
therefore cannot but like the means fur- 
thering them ; he cannot but be pleased to 
sea men do their duty, especially that which 
regardeth his own ministers ; in the respect 
peribrmed to whom he is himself indeed 
avowed, and honoured, and obeyed/ 

It is a just and equal thing, that every 
member of society should submit to the 
laws and orders of it ; for ev wy man is sup- 
posed upon those terms to enter into, and 
to abide in it ; every man is deemed to owe 
such obedience, in answer to his enjoyment 
of privilegeb and partaking of advantages 
thereby: so, ihereibre, whoever pretend- 
eth a title to those excellent iminunities, 


raged, and thence periorming their office 
withalacrity and sprightful diUgen<*e, would 
procure to you: it is therefore our wisdom 
to be obedient, because obedience is so ad- 
vantageous and profitable to us. 

The same is also a comely and amiable 
thing, yielding much grace, procuring 
great honour to the church, highly adorn- 
ing and crediting religion: it is a goodly 
sight to behold things inroceeding urdeily; 
to see every person quietly resting in his 
post, OP moving evenly in hib rank ; to oh. 
serve superiors calmly leading, inferiors 
gladly follow ing, and equals lovingly accom- 
panying each other: this ib the Psalmist's 

^ j — y i^cceqtmmlH>nt<m'^eAo2d/mto(admirid>ly} 

Denote, and comforts, which communion good and Adte pkasant it is for brethren to 
with the church affordeth, it is most equal mell togtdher m unity ' * Such a state a. 
tJi ^SSS *^“1* MAmisrtans TOvocent la «e things amieth the good temper and wk- 
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the excelleni^ of Ibe mndpieB wbich do 
guide and aet ihem^ m gi^fkOBs of tbe 
confltltutiott which they observe ; eo it ere- 
diteth the ofaurch^ aod graoeth religion ; a 
thing which, as St, Paul teaclketh, in 
things * we should endeavour. 

It js also a very pleasant aad c^fortable 
thing to live in obedience : by it we etyoy 
tranquillity of mind and satisfaction of coH'- 
science, we taste all the sweets of amity 
and peace, we are freed from the stings of 
inward remorse^ wo escape the grievmtoes 
of discord and strife. 

The cau«e^, also, and principles from 
which obedience springeth, do much com- 
mend it: it ariseth from the dispositions 
of soul which are most Christian and most 
humane; from charity, humility, meek'* 
ness, sobriety of mind, and calmness of 
passion; the which always dispose men to 
submiss, cOmpLusont, peaceable demeanour 
toward all men^ espcciall;)r toward those 
whuho reiati^ to them claimeth such dSk 
meanour : llisc a genuine, free, cordial, 
and constant obedience, do signifr to live 
in the soul ; together with a general honesty 
of intention, and e\emption from base de** 
signs. 

In fine, innumerable and inestimable 
are the bencAts and good fruits accruing 
from this practice: beside the support it 
manifestly yieldoth to the church, the grace- 
fulness of order, the convenienocs and 
pleasures of peace, it bath also a notable 
influence upon the common manners of 
men, which hardly can ever prove very 
bad, where the governors of the church do 
retain their due respect and authority; 
nothing more powerfully doth instigate to 
virtue, than the countenance of autlio- 
rity ; nothing more effectually can restndn 
from exorbitanc} of vice, than the bridle 
of discipline: this obvious experience de- 
monstiaietb, and we sfaali plainly see, if we 
reflect upon those tiines when pie^ and 
virtue have most flourished. Whence was 
it, that in those good old times Christians 
did so abound in good works, that they 
burned with holy aeal, that ^ey gladly 
would do, would suffer, any thing for their 
religion? whence but from a mighty re-^ 
speot to their superiors, from a strict 
regard to their direotiuu and discipUne? 
Did the bishops then prescribe long fasts, 
or impose ri^d penances? willingly did 
the people undergo them: Didthepa^or 
conduct into danger, did he lead them into 
the very jaws of death and martyrdom? 
the flock with a resolute alacrity did fol- 
low; Did a^prdate interdict any practice 
• Ttt. a 10. 
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scandalous or prejudidid to tlie dsurcbi 
under pain of inourrifig censure ? every 
man trembled at the consequenceo <xf frana* 
grossing;* no terror of worldly |ff>wer, no 
sevmty of justice, no dread of oorporel 
^nishmeut, had such efficaiy to deter men 
from ill-doing, as the reproof antd censure 
of a bishop; bis frown could avail more 
than the menaces of an emperor, than the 
rage of a persecutor, than the rods and 
axes of an exeoutionmr; uo rod indeed did 
smart like the spiritual rod, no sword did 
cut so deep as that of the Spirit ; no loss 
was then so valuable as being deprived of 
spiritual advantages; no banishment was 
so grievous as being separated from holy 
communion ; no sentence of death w'Os so 
terrible as that which cut men off from 
the church ; no thunder could astonish or 
afrright men like the crack of a spiritual 
anathema: this was that which kept virtue 
in request, and vice in detestation; hence 
it was that men were so good, that reli* 

S ion did so thrive, that so frequent and so 
lostrious examples of pietv did a^mear; 
hence indeed we may well recW that Chris- 
tianify did (under so many disadvoniaM 
and Oppositions) subsist and grow up : c^- 
^dicMe to guveruors was its gusrd; that 
kept the church firmly united in a body euf- 
eicntly strong to maintain itself against 
assaults of iketion within, of opposition 
from abroad ; that preserved that concord, 
which disposed and enabled Christians to 
defend their religion against all fraud and 
viulcncc; that oherished the true virtue, 
and the beautiful order, which begot ve- 
neration to relimozi : to it, tiierefore, we 
owe the life anci growth of Christianity ; 
so that through many sharp persecutions it 
hath held up its head, ti^ough so many 
perilous diseases it bath kept Us life untd 
this day. There were not then of old any 
such ca>ils and cUmours against every 
thing prescribed by^vernors; there were 
no such unconscionwle scruples, no such 
hardhearted pretences to tender consclenpe 
devised to baflAe the authority of superiors, 
had there been such, had men then com* 
monly been so forward and factious aa 
now, the church had been soon shivered 
into pieces, our religion had beenswallowed 
up in confusion and licentiousness* 

If, again, we on the other hand fix ouT 
oonsideration upon disobedience (tlie 
ture, the sources, the conseiinenceS there- 
of,) it will, 1 suppose, muon conduce to 

* Kequf hoe its dlxsrim, ut aagligalQr seMsstlca 
dlMdidins et pmittauir eopasam fliofM asoS 
line ulls cerreptinas, «t apUM| ipaadldaslTviWU^ 
et teirlbiU et 
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tl )0 sme of p«r9tta4ii)g us to the 
liroctioeof thisAutv. 

It ie in itself 0 heiaous Mit, being the 
of o command in nature and 
oonsoqueace important, upon whioh 
Ood Uyeth gteat atrei^s, in^bich is frequently 
inouJcated in mi{)ture, 'whieh is fencH»d by 
divers other pveoepta, which ib pressed by 
stroi^ argoiuants, and hacked bv severe 
threatening^ of punUhment upon the trans- 
gvessprs. 

It ia in its nature a kind of apostacy 
from Christianity, and rebellion agalubt 
our Lord; for as he tl^t refuseth to obey 
the kh^e n^stratea in administration of 
th<dr omce is interpreted to disclaim his 
Authority and to design rehelUon against 
him; so they who obstinately disobey the 
itthusters of our Lord’s spiritual kingdom 
do thereby appear to disavow him, to shake 
ofF his ywe, to impaeb his reign over 
them. So d^ he himself interpret and 
take it: Me (saith our Lord) that heareth 
you hearetk me, and he that (i uhrSitt that 
bajfieth) deepiskh ^desm$Hhme; and, If 
any man iu»ghct to hear the chnrch (or shall 
disobey it, »»» Jet him be to thee 
as a ImJthen. and a puhfuan ;* that is, such 
a refractory person doth by liis contumacy 
put bimself mto the state of one removed 
from the eommonweoM of Israel^ he for- 
feiteth the special protection of Ood, he 
beepmeth as an aUen or an outlaw from 
theMngdom of our Lord.* 

Under the Mosaical diipensaion, those 
who mM do prestmptmmhj^ and would 
not hearken unto the priest^ that stood to 
minister hffore the Aord," did incur capital 
puniahment; those who fae(i<»iib1y jtutr> 
niared agidnst Aaron are said to make an 
inatirreotion against God, and answerably 
were puotdmd in a miraculous way (tm 
Lead made a new things the earth opmed^ 
and maOomd them up ; they went doum 
oHpe the pit.^) It was in the prophe* 
tioai times an expression signifying height 
of hupiety , My ^ple U as those who $l7ke 
tr^ the priest,'^ Seemg, then, God hath 
no leas regard to his peewar servants now 
than he hiM then ; seeing they no less re* 
present him, and act by ms autfaori^ now, 
than they did then ; 'seeing their service is 
AS weoious to lum, and as much tendeih 
to nia honour now , as the Levitioal service 
then did ; seeing he no less loveth order 
and peace ia the church, than he did in 
the synagogue ; we xoay well suppose it a 

* initeat albi vit» «iit iilitUs eonatare ntio- 
amUf m <^piiwopi 8 Ot ssoenloulma oaUunsVrM'e aolue^ 
ffivt t cwm i\\ iMitroi) banvdicfity *o ^Oifpt Bp W. 

* •X.akS It 4ji| Mbit \ 40; Nit I? ^ »l>eut x^ii \% 
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no less heinous sin, and odious to God, to 
despise the ministers of Christ’s gospel, 
than it was before to despise the ministers 
of Moses's laWtf 

It is a sm indeed pregnant with divers 
sins, and involving the breach of many great 
commands, which ere frequently proposed 
and pressed in the New Testament, with 
desij^ in great part to guard and secure 
it; that of doing all things in charity i of 
doing aU things withont murmurings and 
dksensians s of pursuing peace so far as Ueth 
in os; ■ of maintaining unity, conwird, una- 
nimity in devotion ; of avoiding schisms, 
and dissensions, and the like : which arc all 
notoriouslY violated by this dwobedienci* ; 
it included the most high breach of cha- 
rity, the most formal infringing of peace, 
the most scandalous kind of tUscord tliat 
can be, to cross our superiors.]; 

It is albo a practice Issuing from the worbt 
di^ositions of soul, such as are most oppo- 
site to the spirit of our religion, and inuef^d 
very ropi^ant to common reason and hu- 
manity; from a proud lioiightmobs or vain 
wantonness of mind; from the irregula- 
rity of unmortiiicd and unbridled uas&iou; 
from exorbitant selfhhncbs (selfisimcsh of 
every bad kind, self-conceit, self-will, ‘*elf- 
interest), from turbulent aiuiaobity, fro- 
ward crossness of humour, rancorous spite, 
perverse obstmaev; from envy, ambition, 
avarice, and the fike ill sources, the worst 
friutb of the flesh and corrupt natiu^e : to 
such di^ositions the rejecting God’s pro- 
phets or old, and the noncompliance with 
the apostles, are ascribed in scripture ; aud 
from the same the like neglect of God’s 
me«*sGDgers now doth proceed; as whoever 
will observe may easily discern : do but mind 
the discourses of factious people, you shall 
perceive them all to breathe generally no- 
thing but ilUnature. 

The fruits also which it produceth are 
extremely bad; manifold great inconve- 
niences and luischiefb, hugely |irejndksing 
the interi ^t of religion and the vrclfare <n 
the chnrch. 

It is immediately and formally a viola- 
tion of order and peace ; whence all the 
woful consequences of disorder and taction 
do adhere thereig«§ 

It breedeth great di^ace to the church 
and scandal to religion ; for what can ap- 

t Quo ataiEsiditiiF, et proMitw oimoaios 

oauuM et tmpe m ptsiue fUturos, qni ae scliiHmaticto 
eoatrw rrAptn^tos et 4«o«rdoteB irrobgiMa tsmtirttate 
mineiieitat^Qpr* th 

t an em m own Chrtito vidwnr, anl advemv 
McerdoMtCliristlAoit* Af ^Cppr Ur Vmt BeO. 
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)[>cai* more ttgly tb&n to see aMoog ttie imp^ 
tussore of rdlgiop chUi^ren otmoain^ m^bt 
fathers^ soholare c(mfteatlitg wfui thenP moo- 
ters, inferiors slightittf md erowing their 
Rttperiors? wlmtoao more oi^se the ehmroh 
and religion to the contempt^ to the derhdon 
of atheists afid inddels, of pro&no laid lewd 
personov Of wild horetiOs imd schismeties, 
of all eneraieo nido tndfa and pieiy« than 
anch foul irrognlarHy?*^ 

It corrupteth the tninds aynd manners of 
men : for when that discipline is relaxed 
winch was ordained to guard truth and 
promote holiness ; when men are grown so 
licentious and stubborn as to contemn then' 
superiors, to disregard their wholesome 
lawfa and sober adviCe, there can be no curb 
to restrain tliem, but do\^n precipitintl^ 
the} run into all kind of vicious iTrogc^ 
nties and excesses;! when those moouds 
are taken awaj, whither will men ramble? 
when '^ose bai^s arc broken down, what 

ue evpect but deluges of unpiouB doo- 
trino and kicked practice to otcrUow the 
Ignorant and mcoUMderat© people 

Doth xwd indoed this practice evident!;? 
lend to the dissolution of the clwirch and 
clcstru(*rion of Christianif} ^ for when the 
shepherds arc (as to conduct and efiicac}) 
tmm will not the sho^ he scatter^^ 
or vrmdet nsTray, khe sheep wUkoui a shep’^ 
herd^ being headidered in various errors^ 
and exposed ab a prey to any wild beasts; 
to the gnestm notvei^ to the tmerum Hons, 
to the ail} foxis’ here a fanatical entbu- 
Ma«it will snap them, there a profane liber- 
tine will worry them, there 4raib a despe- 
rate atheist will teai and devour them.} 
Consult we but obtious experience, and 
we shall set what spoils and ruins of fidth, 
of good consmcuce, of common hones^ and 
sobriety, this wactice hath in a few years 
caused ; bow ^ve atheism md inhdelity, 
how hove profaneneas and diseolutenesa of 
manners, now have all kinds of dishonesty 
and baseness grown up since men began to 
ihiu^egpard the authority of their i^ituak 
guid^! what dismal tragedies have we in 
our age beheld acted uj^ tMs stage of 
cur own country 1 what moody wars and 

* n\dA«<AiSaimUa ethmiwttt vM et omm- 
titr, darn cq^soopus, qui ttmui «vl, «t eiioMBP jmeit 
qtimndsm {iNBMptfaMiie soniemiatiir — 

» Bokfifchittto biBwUeeisiiits et wttiie isqitte et>^ 
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eeutteU mMediftor, kIc eUaro i^pwsaum IM 
tar, Uo eontra paqem rueiftl. etqiiw annSiteui 
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murders (murders of prtooes, of hoblcOi 
of biidicps and priests 1) what mhwrablo 
oppressions, extmrtionB, audra^nesl whwt 
oseorable s^iUons and rcheMcnsl whjM: 
barbarous ammostties and foods 1 whiM: 
ahominable treaaons, sacrileges, peijuries, 
bla^etnies! whast horrible vimatlons of 
anjusfloeandhoziesty! And what, I pray, 
was the Source of these things ? where 
did they begin ? where but at murmunng 
against, at rejecting, at persecuting the 
spiritipd governors, at cas^g down and 
bfmnpling on their authority, al slighting 
and spurning at their advice? Surdy, would 
men We emserved the laws, or have hear- 
kened to the odansels of those grave and 
sober persona whom God had ^pointed 
to dhrect iheiiOu they never would We run 
kdo the oomtnmon of such eBormitlea. 

It is not to be omitted, that, in the pre- 
sent state of things, the of d^be- 
dimice to spirituiil govemors is increased 
and aggravated bv 1m supervenient guilt 
of ono^er diaobe^iencie to the laws of onr 
piiice and Ootmtry. Before the secular 
powers (unto whom God hath committed 
the dispensation of juptioe, ulth the main- 
tenance of peace and order, in reforence 
to worldly murs) did submit to our Lord, 
and became nursii^ parents of^ the ehmeh^ 
the jfower of managmg ecclesiastical mat- 
ters did wholly reside in spiritual guides; 
until whom Ohristians, os tno pecu&ar sub- 
jects of God, were obliged wUtingly to 
]deld obodienoer and, r^uiung it, were 
^ty before God of ^irituoT disorder, 
iaetiem or achiamt but now, aftet that po- 
litical authority (out of pious seal for 
service, out or a wise core to prevent the 
induenees of disorder in apirituol matters 
upon the temporol peace, out of gratefol 
return for the advantages the common- 
wealth enjoyejh from religion and the 
church) bath pleased to back and form 
the laws of spiritual goyerpors by dvs 
sanctions, the knot of our obligation id 
tied faster, its force is redoubled, we hy 
disobedience incur a double guilt, end m- 
fond God two ways, both as supreme Go- 
vernor of the world, and as King of the 
i^urch ; to our schism against the ohurqfo 
we add rebdlion against our prioeo, and, 
so become no less had citireus than haid 
Christiana. Some may pofhapa 
their disobedientie hence more excusable, 
taking themseives now only thereby to 
transgress a political sanotfoiiii bu! (beiidde 
that even that were a great ofosnoa, the 
command of our tflMmdrm gpvclwom being 
sufficient, ontol ochapieeace to Ood^s ex- 
press wm, to otd%c ua fo OH llupgs not 
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evidently repngoaat to God's law) it is a 
gfeat mistake to think the civil law doth 
anywise derogate from the ecclesiastical; 
that doth not swallow this ujj^^ but succour- 
eth and eorroborateth it ; their concurrence 
yieldeth an accession of weight and strength 
to each ; they do not by conspiring to pre- 
scribe the same thing either of them cease 
to be governors, as to right ; but in efficacy 
the authority of both shonld thence be aug- 
mented, seeing the obligation to obeffienoe 
is multiplied upon their subjects; and to 
disobey them is now two crimes, which 
otherwise should be but one. 


SERMON LVni. 

or OBBDXBNCE TO OC7B SPlIUTfrAL GUJDES 

AND ooveanoBs. 

IIsB. xiii. 17* — Obey them that have the 
rule over you. 

Such is the nature of this duty, and such 
are the reasons enforcing the practice there- 
of: 1 shall only further remove two impe- 
diments of that practice, and so leave this 
point. 

1. One hinderance of obedience is tliis, 
that spiritual power is not despotical or 
compulsory, but parental or pastoral; that 
it hath no external force to abet it, or to 
avenge disobedience to its laus : they must 
not or (be impe- 

rious, or domineer), tliey are not 'flowed 
to exercise violence, or to inflict bodily 
correction,** but must rule in meek and 
gentle ways, directly influential upon tlic 
mind and conscience (ways of rational per- 
suasion, exhortation, admonition, reproof,) 
t» meetmse wtrucHvg those that oppose 
ihem0eJve8;^oonvmeing^ rebuking^ exhort^ 
iag, unth all longsujfering and doctrine;^ 
their word is their only weapon, tlieir force 
of argument all the constraint they apply ; 
hence men commonly do not staud in awe 
of them, nor are so sensible of their <;^li- 
fUaiion to obey them: they cannot uhder- 
stand why they should be flighted by words, 
or controlled by an unarmed authority. 

But this in truth (things being duly con- 
sidered) is so far irom diminishing our 
obligation, or arguing the authority of our 
governors to be weak and precarious, that 
H rendereth Our obligation much greater, 
and their authority more dreadful ; for 
sweeter and gentler their way of gaming 
is, tlie more disingenuous and unworthy 
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a thing it is to disob^ it ; not to be per- 
suaded by reason, not to be allured by kind- 
ness, not to admit friendly advice, not to 
comply with the calmest methods of flir- 
thering our own good, is a brutish thing ; 
he that only can scared and scourged to 
duty, scarce deserveth the name of a man: 
it therefore doth the more oblige us, that 
in this way we are moved to aotion by love 
rather than fear. Yet if we would fear 
wisely and justly (not like children, being 
frighted with formidable shapes and 
pearances, but like men, apprehending the 
real conbequcnces of tliingb), we should 
the more fear these spiritual powers, be- 
cause they are insensible : ibr that God hath 
commanded us to obey them, without as- 
signing visible forces to constrain or chas. 
tise, is a manifest argument that he hath 
reserved the vindication of thoir authority 
to his own hand, wliich therefore will bo 
infallibly certain, and terribly severe ; so 
the nature of the case requireth, and so 
God hath declared it shall bo ; the sentence 
that is upon earth pronounced by his minis- 
ters upon contumacious offenders, he hath 
declared himself ready to ratify in heaven, 
and therefore most assuredly w ’ll execute 
it.** As under the old law God appointed 
to the transgression of some laws, upon 
which he laid special stress, the punish- 
ment of Ifeing cut off from Ms people; the 
execution of which punishment he reserved 
to himself, to be aeoomplishod in his own 
way and time ; so doth he now' in like man- 
ner take upon him to maintain the cause 
of his ministers, and to execute the judg- 
ments decreed by them ; and, if so, we may 
consider that it is a dreadful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living Ood,,^ Ecclesi- 
astical authority, therefdre, is not a shadow, 
void of substance or force, but hath the 
greatest power in the world to support and 
asscH it ; it hath arras to maintain it most 
efifectual and forcible (those of w'hich St. 
Paul saith, The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal^ bat mighty through God — ;*) 
it inflicteth chastisements fhr more dread- 
ful than any secular power can inflict ; for 
these only touch the ^dy, those pierce the 
soul ; these concern only our temporal state, 
those reach eternity itself ; these at most 
yield a transitory smart, or kill tho body, 
those produce endless torment, and (utterly 
os to w comfort m being) des^oy the soul. 

The punishment for extreme contumacy 
is mdled delivery to Satan ; and is not thU 
far worse than to be put into tho hands of 
any gaoler or hangman?* What are any 

t SpiritiiiKlI eladie svverbi W cetitiitiiaoei teeiintur« 
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cords of hemp or fetters of iron in com- 
parison to thorn bands, of which it is said, 
Whatever ye hind m earth ehail be bound 
in heaven; wMoh engage the soul in a guilt 
never to be loosed, eiccept by sore oemtH- 
tion and serious repentance? what are any 
scourges to St. PauVs rod, lashing the heart 
and conscience with stinging remorse ? what 
any axes or falchions to that stvord of the 
JSpirit^ which cutteth off a member from the 
body of Christ ? what are an^ fagots and 
torches to that unquenchable jfirr and brim- 
etone of the infernal lake ? what, in fine, 
doth any condemnation here signify to that 
horrible curse, which devoteth an incorri- 
gible soul to the bottomless pit ? 

It is therefore indeed a groat advantage 
to this power that it is spiritual. 

2 . Another grand obstruction to the 
practice of this duty is, pretence to scruple 
about the lawfulness, or dibsatlsfaction in 
the expedience of that which our governors 
prescribe ; that we are able to advance oli- 
jpcUons against their decrees ; that we can 
espy inconveniences ensuing upon their or- 
ders ; that we imagine the constitution may 
be reformed, as to become more pure, 
more convenient and comely, more service- 
able to edification ; ' that we cannot fancy 
that to be best wiiich they enjoin ; for re- 
mo\jng this obstruction, let me only pro- 
pound some questions. 

Were not any government appointed in 
vain, if such pretences might exempt or 
excuse from conformity to its orders?* can 
such ever be wanting ? Is there any thing 
devisable, which may not be impugned by 
some plausible reason, which may not dis- 
gust a squeamish humour? Is there any 
matter so clearly innocent, the lawfulness 
whereof a weak mind will not question ; any 
thing so firm and solid, in which a small 
acuteness of wit cannot pick a hole ; any 
thing so indisputably certiun, that whoever 
affecteth to cavil may not easily devise some 
objections against it? 

Is there any thing bore that hath no 
inconveniences attending it? are not in all 
human things conveniences and inconve- 
niences so mixed and complicated, that 
it is impossible to disentangle and sever 
them ? can there he any constitution under 
heaven so absolutely pure and perfect, that 
no blemish or defect shall appear therein? 
can any providence of man foresee, any 
care prevent, any industrv rmedy, all in- 
conveniences possible? Is a reformadon 
satisfactory to aU fancies anywise practi- 

Rwtr vU. SY. 
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cable j and are they not fitter to live in the 
Platonic idea of a commonwealth than in 
any real society, who press for such an one? 
To be facile and complaisant in other oases, 
bearing with things which do not please us, 
is esteemed commendable, a courteous and 
humane practice : why should it not be much 
more reasonable to condescend to our su- 
periors, and comport with their practice ? 

15 it not very discourteous to deny them 
the respect which we allow to others, or to 
refuse that advantage to public transac- 
tions which we think fit to grant unto pri- 
vate conversation ? 

To what purpose did God institute a go- 
vemment, if the resolutions thereof must 
be suspended till every man is satisfied with 
them; or if its state must be altered so 
often as any man can pick in it matter of 
offence or dislike ; or if the proceedings 
thereof mast be shaped according to the 
numberless varieties of different and re- 
pugnant fancies?! 

Are, I pray, the objections agmnst obe- 
dience so clear and cogent as are the com- 
mancU which enjoin, and the reasons which 
enforce it ? are the inconveniencics adhe- 
ring to it apparently so grievous, as are the 
mischiefs which spring from disobedience? 
do they in a just balance counterpoise the 
disparagement of authority, the violation 
of order, the disturbance of peace, the ob- 
struction of edification, which disobedience 
produceth ? 

Do the scruples (or reasons, if we will 
call them so) which we propound, amount 
to such a strength and evidence, as to out- 
weigh the judgment of those whom God 
hath authorized by his commission, whom 
he doth enable by his grace, to instruct and 
guide us ?! May not those, whose office it 

16 to judge of such things, whobe business 
it is to study for skill in order to that pur- 
pose, who have most experience in those 
af&irs specially belonging to them, be rea- 
sonably deemed most able to judge both 
for themselves and us what is lawful and 
what expedient ? have they not eyes to see 
what we do, and hearts to judge concern- 
ing the force of our pretences, as well as 
we? 

Is it not a dengn of their office to resolve 
our doubts aud void our scruples in such 
cases, that we may act securely and quietly, 
beit^ directed by better judgments than 

t Oi yki f/aitn Aiimtt (irtfuruw) Sii htttiat iiKkik 
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w own? * Are they net strict^ obliged ia 
oosec^ee^ ere Ihsey^net deejdy eageged by 

h E iiMfrd^ wiadeia, k it medesty^ is it 
jtistiise Ibr ns to edviutuse our i^rivete oov^ 
oeits Almost their most deliberate |>ublie 
resoludons? mey we not in so dning 
take? may we not be blind or weak^otto 
my fbnd, or {uroud, or perveriie?) and shi^ 
these defects or defaults of ours evaeuate 
80 tnMsy oommands of Ckxl, and render his 
80 noble, so needAd an ordinanGO gtute in- 
signliirent? 

Do we especiaJ^ seem to be in earnest, 
or appear otherwise ihan illusively to pal- 
liate our naiughty affecdons and sinister 
respeda^ when we ground die jaStidoatlon 
of our nonoouA^rmity dark subtiHiee 
and intrloate quirks; wtiidi it is hard to 
conceive that we tindersiand ourselves, and 
whereof very perspitewdous m**® cannot ap- 
prehend the mrce ? Do we think we sluili 
be innocent men, because we are smart so- 
phisters? or that God will excuse us irom 
our duty^ beoause we can peiiplojc men with 
our disburses? or that we are bound to do 
nothing, because we are able to say some- 
what against a]l things? 

Would we not do well to consider what 
huge danger they incur, and how massy a 
load of|gult they must undergo, upon wtiom 
shall be charged all those sad disorders and 
hornd misohieA) which are naturally con- 
sequent on disobedience? What if confu- 
sion of things, if corruj^on of manners, if 
oppression of truth, if dissolotion of the 
church, do thence ensue ; what a case, then, 
shall we be in, who confbr so much thereto f 
Would not such considerations be apt to 
begot acruplQS far more disquieting an ho- 
liCbt and truly conwlentioits mM, than any 
such either ^Ibund subtiltjes or super- 
ficial plausibiUlies im do, whicb dissenterb 
are wont to allege? For iieedeth he not 
to have extreme reason (reason extremely 
strong and evident) who darcth to refuse 
that ^dienoe which God so plainly com- 
manded; by wliieh his own authority ib 
inaiutained; on which the safety, prospe- 
rity, and peace of the church efependeth; 
in which the support of religion, and the 
welfare of numberless souls is dt^y con- 
cemed? 

IMd, kt me fhrther ask, the apostles, 
When they settled orders in the churdi, 
when they imposed what they conceived 
need^ for edincation and decency, when 
they mfiicted spiritual chastisemenls upon 
disorderly walkers, regard such pretences ? 
nr had Utose sf If-crmemted and self-willed 
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p^le (w}w>o&(*farf apt tMr vtordn^ but re* 
sisM and rqfectod no such preten- 
ces? had tliey nothings to say for 

themselves nothing to olpect against the 
apostdio orders andafwoceedings?* They 
had surely ; they fiuled not to find faults in 
the establhhuieat, and to pretend a kind 
of tender comdcncefior their discdiediencc ; 
yet this hindered not, but that the apostles 
condemned their misbehaviour and mfiicted 
severe censures tq)on them? 

Did not also the primitive bishops (and 
all spiritual govemora down from the be- 
ginning every where almost to these days 
m ooiKtentitin and disorder (proceed in the 
same course; not fearing to enact such 
laws concern!:^ indifTerent mattori. and eir- 
cum^tances of religion, as seemed to them 
condudbie to the good of the church? Did 
not all good pco;^ readily comply with 
their orders, now painful soever, or dis- 
agreeable to fiesb and blood, udthout con- 
t^ or scruple? yet had not they as much 
wH|jmd ho less conscience than ourselves? 
They who had wisdom enough to descry 
the truth of our religion tlu^)ugh all the 
tdouds of obloquy aiS disgrot'e, wliich it 
lay under; who had aeal and constancy to 
hm the hardest brunts of j)ersecution 
sgainst it; were they such fools us to see 
no fault, no stupid as to resent uolhing, or 
so loose as to comply wiih an> thing? No, 
surely ; they wero in truth so wise as to 
know their duty, and so honest as to ob- 
serve it. 

If these considerations will not satisfy, I 
have done ; and proceed to the next point 
of our duty, to which the precept in our 
text may extend, concerning the dootrino 
of our guides, in which resjiect it may bo 
conceived (o imply tht. following porticalars 
to he performed by us, as instances, or 
parts, t»r degrees thereof, 

1 , We should readily and gladly address 
ourselves to hear them; not out of profane 
and wilful contempt or slothful negligence 
decUning to attend upon their mstruclions: 
there w'ere of old tibiose, of whom the pro- 
phets complain, who would not so much aa 
hearken to tlie words of those whom God 
sent unto them; but 'stopped their cars, 
mthdrm the sdotddcr, €md hextdmed the 
would not hmr:^ there were those 
in the mngelicflil^dxnes, who did 

ehrutt am^ theword of Ood^jndgiiig 
themehee nmorth^ <f Hemd 4mi wto 
would not rnfimV or i^Sar the ward 4f 
and overtures of grace propounded by the 
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apoAtlds: * there were Oetocaies, who be- 
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their coasts:* there have always Wn dsef 
adders, teho stop their ears to the voiee of 
the ekarmer, oham he never so wmies ^ OQ 
wonder then if now there be those who will 
not bo much as allow a hearing to Ihe mes- 
sengers of God, and the yndes of their 
soul: some out of a factious prejudice 
against their office, or their persons, or 
ihcir way, do shun them, ^ving themselves 
over to the conduct (vf seducers; some out 
of a profane neglect of all religion, out pf 
being wholly possessed with worldly cares 
and desires, out of stupidity and sloth (m- 
dii^sing them to mind any tiling tliat is 
serious), will not afford them any regard: 
all these are extremely blameable, offensive 
to God, and injurious to themselves. It is 
a heinous affront to God (implying an hos- 
tile di^osition toward him, an unwilling- 
ness to have any correspondence with him) 
TO refuse so much as audience to his am- 
bas'yfidors ; it is an interpretative repulang 
him: so of old he expressed it; 1 (saithhe) 
spahe mfo you, rtitug early tmd qtrakin^, 
hut tjp heard mt ; / ctdled you, hat ye an- 
swered not * hO under the gospt I ; J/e (flaith 
uur Lord) that hea)eth you heareth m; 
and he that de^pmih (or regardeth not) you 
despmth ffw;® and. We ate awheutsadt^s 
of Christ, as though Ooddtd beseech youby 
ns: ue pray you m Christ's stead, be reetm- 
nhd to fJorV* It i6 a stsirving our souls, 
deprn ing them of thal food which God hath 
jtrovtded fur them ; it is keeping ourselves 
at distance from any moans or possibtHl^ of 
being well informed and auickened to the 
practice of our duty, of being reclaimed 
from our errors and sins; it is the way to 
become hardened in impiety, or tanking into 
a reprobate Sense. This is the first step 
to obedience; for how eon we Mieve, esr- 
rtpf we heart this is that which St. James 
urgeth, Xet every man be quirk to kear:^ 
ami which St. Peter thus enjoineth, Zike 
nmhom babes, desire the sinner mtk of tim 
V ord, that we may grow thereby we should 
espei^ly be quick and ready to hear those 
whom God hatli authorised and appointed 
to speak; we should desire to such the mt7k 
of the word from those who are oUr spiritual 
parents and nurses. 

2. We 4iould hear them with serious ear- 
nest attention and comoderalion; ao thst 
we may well understand, may be able to 
weigh, may retak in memory, and may 
become duly affected with thm discourses; 
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we must not hear ihem drowsSy and alight* 
}y, as if we wore nothing concerned, oir 
were hearing an impertinent tale; thek 
word ihould not pass through the eaim, 
and slip away without effect ; W sink into 
the understanding, into the memory. Into 
the heart ; like the good seed frUmg into et 
depth of e&rthi,^ able to afford it root and 
nourishment; therefore we must attend 
diligeutly thereto: itifuavaTipaft eSt hr 
rix***, toe shmU therefore give more aiun^ 
dant heed (as the apostle sardi) to the things 
we hear, lest at any tune we /should let fh^ 
This duty the nature and impor- 
tance of their word requireth : it is the 
word not of men, but, in truth, the word of 
the gr^t God,* (Ms word as proceeding 
from him. aa declaring his mind and will, as 
teudoritig his overtures of grace andmeiuy) 
whkhas 4uch ohidlengethgt^at regard and 
awe; it informeth us of our chief duties, 
it frirUieretb our main inturobts, it guideth 
us into, it urgeth us forward in we way 
to eternal happinobs; it is the word that is 
able to save our souls, to render us wise 
ante salvation j* it therefore claimoth and 
deserveth from most carnebt attention; 
it lb a great iiulignity and folly not to yield 
it. 

3. We should to thoir instrucidous bring 
good dispobitions of mind, such as may 
render thorn most effectual and fruitful to 
us ; such as are right intention, candour, 
docility, meekness. 

We should not be induced to heartlicm 
out of curiosity (as having itching ears), 
being deriroiu to hear soTne new things, 
some fine notions, some taking discourse ; 
somewhat to fancy or talk pleobaiitiy about 
(as the Athenians heard St. Paul ;") notout 
of censoriousuesB, or inclination to critiuse 
and And fault, (as the Pharisees heard our 
Saviour, iaybw watt for him, and seeking 
to catch someming out if his mouthy that 
they might accuse him ;*) not out of design 
to gratuy our passions in hearing them, to 
reprove other persons, or for auy sudi 
corrupt and sinister intention ; but altoge- 
ther out of pure design that we may be 
improved in imowledge, and excited to the 
practioe of w duty. 

We should not come to bear them with 
mindb imbued with ill pr^judiees and par- 
tial affections, which may obstruct tba vk- 
tuc and efficaity of thoir discourse, Or may 
hinder us from judging frirly und truly 
about what they say; Imt wjllh siaohfree** 
dom and ki^uity aa nuty dioposo m rea- 
dily to y W tmto and acquivsee in any 
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|)rofStabIetinRh4wWedbyibemj like the 
generous Bdifeaiu, wbo rmhei tU mrd 
vfith all ikUu^ity and 
readtnm rf ndnd^ wnrchtHg the eefyOurei 
elailyf whether these ikhi^s were ee «e 
Uke iitfunts uewly bam* that 
OQiae to the dtig without any other ineti- 
nation than to sack what is neediUl for 
their sustenance^ 

V^e should he docile and tractable, will- 
ing and apt to learn, shaking off all those 
inoispositionsof soul (all dulncas and slug* 
gishness, all peevishness and perverseness, 
all pride and eelf-conceitedncss, all corrupt 
affection and indulgence to our conceits, 
our humours, our passions, our lusts and 
iaordluate desires) «hich may obstruct our 
understanding of the word, our yielding 
assent to it, our receiving impression from 
it: there were those, concerning whom 
the apostle said, that he could not proceed 
in hjs discourse, because they were wrffw 
wf akaeiTt, dun of heonttfff (or sluggish in 
hearing), who were indisposed to hear, 
and uncapable to understand, because they 
would not be at the paitis to rouse up their 
fancies, and iix thoir minds upon a serious 
consideration of things ; thei*e were those 
who had a spirit of slumber^ epes not to see, 
and ears not to hear; who dtd hear mth the 
ear^ but not understand; seeing dtd see^ but 
not perceive » for thir heart had waxed 
gross^ their ears were dull of hearing^ and 
their etfes were closed / such indocile per- 
sons there always have been, who, being 
stnpified and perverted by corrupt affec- 
tions, became uncapable of bettering from 
good instruction: all such we should strive 
to free ourselves from, that we may per- 
form this duty to our guides, and In meeh> 
ness receive the engrafted word^* 

These practices (of hearing^ of attend- 
ing, of coming well disposed to instructioii) 
are at least ste]is and degrees necessarily 
prerequisite to tlie obedience prescribed ; 
and itarther to press them all together upon 
us, we may consider, that it is strictly iu- 
cumhent on them (under danger of heavy 
punishment imd m) unllmgty^ earnestly, 
with aU diligence and patienee, to labour 
in teaching a^ admonishing us ; they must 
gms aUemomee and tdke Med unto their 
doctrine^ that it may he stmd and proBt- 
ahle; they miisf j^reack the word^ and be 
instant upon it tn season^ ant ef seeaon 
(that is, not only taking, but seeking and 
snatching all occasions to do it), reproving, 
rdbuking, exhorting with all long^stgffirtng 
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and doctrine;^ Hbny must warn every man 
and teach every man in aU wisdom, that they 
may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus:* as they are obliged in such man- 
ner to do these things, so there must be 
corresj^ndent duties lying upon us, to re- 
ceive their doctrine readiiv, carefully, pa. 
tiently, sincerely, and fairly; as they must 
be faithful dispensers of God's heavenly 
truth and holy mysteries, so we must be 
obsequious entertainers of them:*^ impo- 
sing such commands on them doth imply 
roeiprocal obligations in their hearers and 
scholars ; otherwise their office would be 
vain, and their endeavours fruitless: God 
no less would be frustrated in his design, 
than we shotdd be deprived of the advan- 
tages of their institution. 

But further, it is a more immediate in- 
gredient of this duty, that, 

4. We should effectually be enlightened 
by their doctrine, be convinced b} their 
arguments persuading truth and duty, be 
moved by tneir admonitions and exhorta- 
tions to good practice; we should open 
our eyes to the light which they shed forih 
upon us, we should surrender our judgment 
to the proofs which they allege, we ^ould 
yield our hearts and affections pliable to 
their mollifying and warming discourses: 
it is fheir part to subdue our mmds to the 
ohedienre of faith, and to subject our wills 
to the observance of God's commandments 
( casting dcm. magtnatiims, and every high 
thing that cxalteth itself against the know* 
ledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
ev^ thought to the obedience of Christ 
it must therefore aii^worably be our duty 
not to resist, not to hold out, not to persist 
obstinate in our errors or prejudices ; to 
submit our minds to the power of truth, 
being willingly and gladly conquered by it ; 
U mu'?t be our duty to subjugate our wills, 
to bend our inclimi tions, to mnn our affec- 
tions to a free compliance of heart with 
the duties urged upon us ; we should not 
be like thosi* disciples, of whom our Lord 
complaincth thus; O foots, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken . * nor like tlic Jews, with whom St 
btephen thus expostulates ; Ye stiffnecked 
and uncircmuiisw in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost J They should 
speak with power and efficacy; we ^ere- 
fore should not our indispositions'* (by 
obstinacy of conceit or hardness of heart) 
obstruct their endeavours: they should be 
co-wdhers of your joy^ (that is, workiE^ in 
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us that faith and those virtues, whieb are 
productive of true jov and Oomfon to us;) 
we therefore should oo-work with them 
toward the same ond: they should edify 
us in knowledge and holiness ; we should 
therefore yield ourselves to be fashioned 
and polished by thoro. 

5. We should, in fine, obejr their doc- 
trine by conforming our praotiee thereto; 
this our Lord prescsribed m regard even to 
the Jewish guides and doctors: The S(*ribes 
ixnd Pharisees sit in Moseses seat; all there^ 
fore whatsoever^ they bid you observe^ thfit 
observe and doJ The some we may well 
conceive that he requireth in respect to his 
own ministers, the teachers of a bettor law, 
auiborized to direct us by his own commis. 
sion, aud thereto more specially qualified 
by his grace. This is inde^ the crown and 
completion of all : to hear, signifietb no- 
thing ; to bo convinced in our mind, and 
to be afieoled in our heart, will but aggra- 
vate our guilt, if we neglect practice j every 
sermon we hear, that sheweth us our doty, 
will in effect bo an indictment upon us, 
will ground a sentence of condemnation, if 
wo transgress it: for, as the earth that 
drmketk w the ram that cometh ofl upon 
and bringeth forth Iwrbs meet for them by 
whom it is dressed^ receioeth blessing from 
Qod^ so that which beareth thorns mid briers 
is rejected^ and is nigh unto cursings and Hs 
end U to be burned -i and, Not the hearers 
of the law are Just mth Uod^ hut the deters 
of the law shall he Justified: ^ And it is a 
good advice, that of St . James ; Be ye doers 
of the Wi&d and not hearers only^ i&cemng 
your own selves : ^ it is, he intimateth, a fal- 
lacy some are apt to put upon themselves, 
to conceit they have done sufficiently when 
they have lent an ear to the word ; this 
is the least part to be done in regard to 
it, practice is all in ail : what is it to be 
shewed the way, and to know it exactly, if 
we do not walk in it, if wo do not by it ar- 
rive to our journey’s end, the salvation of 
our souls ? To have waited upon our Lord 
himself, and hung upon his discourse, was 
not available ; for w hen in the day of ac- 
count some shall begin to allege, Wc have 
eaten and drunk heftre ikec^ and thou hast 
taught m our streets; our Lord will say^ 1 
know you not whenee ye arc, depart from 
me, all ye workers oj iniquity,”^ And it is 
our Lord's declaration in the case, Whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of mine ^ tmddoeih 
them^ 7 will liken him unto a wise wan^ whkh 
built his house upon a rook : — hut every one 
that heareth these sayings of mine^ anfi docth 
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themnot^ sha^beliltenedwdoafaoL^ 
whkh huxU hk house vpm the sgsdJ^ 

Many are very eamsat to hear; 
gladly^ as Herod did St. John Bapiist^a 
komilies ; tliey receive the word with joy^ aa 
the temporary believers in the parable dia 
they do, as those men did in the pr^et, 
delight to know Ood^s ways^ do ask m God 
the ordinances of justice^ do take dettght in 
approaching God; or as those In another 
prophet, mno speak cm to another every one 
to his brother^ saying^ Come, 7 prau you, 
and hear what is the word that cometh forth 
from the Lord: and they come unto thee as 
the people cometh^ and they sit before thee 
as my people^ and they hear thy words^ but 
will not <£> them; for with their mouth they 
shew much hve^ hut their heart goeth after 
their covHousnieSB; and thm art to theta 
as a very lovely sang of one that bath a 
pleasant voke^ and can play well m an in- 
btrumnt; for they hear thy words^ but they 
do them not : * they for a time rejoke m the 
light of Gods messeiqrers as those Jews 
did in the light of ihnt burning and fining 
lampi <l<>hn the Baptist ; ^ but all comes 
to nothing; but they are backward aud 
careless to perform, at least more than they 
please themselves, or what suiteth to their 
fancy, their hiunour, their appetite, their 
interest: many hearers will believe only 
what they like, or what suiteth to their 
prejudices and pa.ssions ; many of what they 
believe will practise tliatonly which sorteth 
with tlioir temper, or will serve their de-^ 
signs; they cannot conform to unpleasant 
and unprofitable doctrines: sometimes care 
choketli the word; sometimes temptation 
of pleasure, of profit, of honour, allureth; 
sometimes difficulties, hazards, persecu-^ 
tions, discourage from obedience to it. 

Those particulars arc obvious, and by 
mmt will be consented to; there is one 
point which perbaph will mure hardly be 
admitted, wbieh tbercf(»ro 1 shall more 
largely in«<ist upon; it is this: 

b. That us in all cases it our duty to 
defer mucii regard to the opinion of our 
guides, so in some coses il l^boyeth us to 
rely barely upon their judgment and ad- 
vice: tho^e especially among them who ex- 
cel in dignity and worth, who are approved 
for wisdom and integrity ; their definitions, 
<ir the dpclarations of their opinion (espe- 
cially such as are exhibited upon mature 
deliberation and debate, in a solemii man- 
ner), are ever very probalile of 

truth and expediency; they are ooimned{y 
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tile hesit wUidi e»tt Ih* had in 

some mitera, espedally to tho meaner and 
dmplcr eert peofile. This a^on many 
aoooimts v!U Bfipeair reaaomible. 

It u evident to espenencv, that every 
man is not ea^le to judge, or aible to 
guide himself in matters of this nature 
(ooneerning divine truth and oonsciouce.) 
There are chUdren in understanding ; there 
are men wedk in faxth (or knowledj^ coii« 
ceraing the faith;) there arc idiots^ 

(men not bad, but simphOy p<Tsons ooeupy- 
ing the room of the uwmmedy unsWfiii in 
the itford tf righteousness y who, as the apostle 
aaith, need that one should teach them which 
he the first prindpks of the erodes of OodL^ 
^rhe vulgar sort of men are as tindisoern- 
ing and iiijudicioas in all things, so pecu- 
Iwly in niatlers of this nature, so muoh 
abstracted iVom common sense and expe« 
ricncej* whence we see them casiljr se- 
duced into the fonde*«t conceitH and wildest 
courses bv arw slender artidee or fair pre- 
tence; /m children tossed to and fro^ and 
carrM about with every wind of doctrine^ 
by the sleight of men, and cunning erafti- 
neir, ukereby they lie in wait to demee.* 
There a/te also some partioolar cases, a 
competmit information and skill in which 
most depeud upon haprovements of mind 
acquired by more than ordinary study and 
eaperienco$ so that m them most wople 
do want sufficient means of attaining know- 
ledge requisite to guide their judgment or 
their ipractioe : and for such persons m such 
cases it is plainly the beat, the wisest, and 
the safest way, to rely upon the direction 
of their gmdes, as^ting to wliat they de- 
clare, acting what they prescribe, going 
whither they conduet.t 
The vpry notion of guides, and the design 
of office, doth mmrt a diffinronoe of 
knowledge, and a neea of reliance upon 
them in such cases ; it sigiddeth that wo 
are in some measure ignorant of the way, 
and that they better know it; aiui if so^J 
pialu reason didtaseth H fit tfairt we should 
follow them : and indeed What ncefl were 
there of gmdes« to what purpose should we 
have them, if We can sufficiently ken the 
way, and judge what we should do without 
them? 


whatever our capacity may be, yet our 
judgment at least (for want of a full oom- 
ptteWsion of things, which must be dis- 
covered in order and by degrees) is imper- 
fect: in that state, thorefore, it beoometh 
Ub not to pretend exercise of judgment, but 
rather easilv to yield assent to what our 
teachers, who see further into the thing, 
do assert; The ietmier (as Seneca sailh) is 
bound to be rukd^ while he begmneth to be 
able to rule himself* 

Aii fiitvSavitifvat vrnrr$vuvt A leorticr should 
in some measure he credulous; otherwise, 
as he will often fail hi his judgment, so 
he will make liltlo pro^rcbs in learning; 
for if he will admit nothing on his iiiastcr*s 
word, if he will question all tilings, if be 
will continually be doubting and disputing, 
or contradicting and opposing his teacher, 
how can instruction proceed? He that pre- 
sently wiU be his own master is a bad H(*ho- 
lar, and will be a worse master: ho that 
will fly before he is fledged, no wonder if 
he tumble down. 

There are divers obvious and vory con- 
siderable cases in which persons most 
contemptuous of authority, and refractory 
towards thdir guides, arc constrained to 
rely upon the judgnu'ut of others, and arc 
contented to do it, their conscicnoo shew- 
ing them unable to judge for themselves: 
in admitting the lit(‘ral sense of scripture, 
aocording to translations; in the interpre- 
tation of difficult places, depending upon 
the skill of languagc«!, grammar, and cri- 
ticism, upon the knowledge of human arts 
and sciences, upon histories and ancient 
customs: in such cases, all illiterate per- 
sons (however otherw'iHc diffident and dis- 
rcgardflil of authority) are forced to see 
with the eyes of other meu, to submit their 
judgment to tlic skill and fidelity of their 
loarncd guide«i, taking the very principles 
and foundations of their religion upon trust : 
and why, then, consonantly may they not 
do it in other oases ; especially in the re- 
solution of difficult, subume, obscure, and 
subtile points, the compreheusion whereof 
transcendeth their capacity? 


SERMON LIX. 


In the state of learning (in which the 
assigning us teacbm supposeth us placed), 
^ non teiitas — SfVh. 
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o:f oBsniBKcs to our sPiRiTuan cutuns 
ARn UOYBUNOttH. 

Hsa. xiil 17>^ Obey them that have the 
rule <mr you. 

But further,— The more to engage and 
incline us to the performii^ ihiH part of 
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our duty (the regacrduig, prizitig, confidiog 
in the judiftnent of our guides), wo may 
consider the great advwat^es, both natu- 
ral and supernatural, which they have to 
qualify them in order to such purposes. 

1. They may reasonably be presumed 
more intelligent and &>li.ilful in divine mat- 
ters than others ; for as they have the same 
natural capacitios and enaowments with 
others (or rather commonly somewhat bet- 
ter than others, as being designed and se- 
lected to this sort of ompoyment), so their 
natural abilities arc by all possible means 
improved : it is their trade and faculty, 
unto which their education is directed i in 
acquiring ability towai*d which they spend 
theii* time, tboir enre, thoir pains ; in which 
they are continually versed and eiterdsed 
(havings os the apostle speaketh, 6y reastm 
their senses eseretsed to discern both 
good and evU; f*)r which aUm they employ 
t})cir supplications and devotions to Ood. 

Many special advantages they hence pro- 
cure, needfol or very oonducible to a more 
perfect knowledge of such matters, and to 
security ilrom errors ; such as are conver- 
sing with studies, which enlaige a man's 
mind, and improve hiS judgment t a skDI 
of disquisition about things ; of sifting and 
canvassing points coming under debate ; of 
weighing tin* force of arguments, and, dis- 
tinguishing the colours otlhinjgf) ; the lau»w- 
ledge of the lai^ages in which the divine 
oracles arc ex|u*csca; of sciences, of hUto- 
ries, of practices serving to the discovery 
and illustration of the truth ; exorcise in 
meditation, reading, writii^, bpeuking, dis- 
puting, and conference, wherry the mind 
IS greatly enlightened, and the reason 
strengthened; acquaintance with variety of 
learned authors, who with great diligence 
haie expounded the holy scriptures, and 
with most accuracy discub^ points of doc- 
trine i especially with ancient writers, who, 
living near the apostolical times, and being 
immediately (or within few degrees medi- 
ately) their disoiplos, may justly be sup- 
posed most helpful toward informhig us 
what was their genuine doctrine, what the 
ti*ue sense of their writii^ : by such means, 
as In other faculties, so in this of theology, 
a competent skill may be obtained ; tliere 
is no other ordinaxy or probable way; and 
DO extraordinary way can be trusted, now 
that men appear not to grow learned or 
wise by bpe<^ inspiration or miracle ; after 
that all prctenc<es to smdi by-wavs have 
been detected of imposture, and do smdl 
too rank of hypocri^.. 

Since, then, our guides arc so advanta- 

* HiSb V. u 


goouslv qualified to dii^ US, it ui in . 
ters difficult and douimbi (the wtoeh re* 
quire good measure of sldU wad 
to determine about them) joiiost reasonable 
that we should rely upon ftieir authcrity, 
prefbn^ it in such cases to our private 
discretion ; taking it for more probable tlmt 
they should comprehend the truth tdmn we 
(una<isisted by them, and judging mer^y by 
our own glimmering light) can do ; deem- 
hig Hgood odds on the side of their doctrine 
a^iust our opinion or eorgeciore. 

They have also another peculiar advan- 
tage toward judging sincerely of things, by 
thoir greater retirement from tho world, 
and disej>gsgement from seoukr interests; 
the which ominarily do deprave the under- 
standings and pervert tho Judgments Of 
men, disposing them to accommodate their 
conceits to the maxims of worldly policy, or 
to the vulgar apprehensions of men, many 
of which are fidsp and base : ^ by suefa ab- 
straction of mind from worldly afiiito, to- 
gether with festeni^ their meditatimi on 
the best things (which their calling neces- 
sarily doth imt them upon) more than is 
usual to oinor men, they commonly get 
principles and habits of lUmplicHy and ixi- 
t<^rity, which qualify men both to discern 
truth better, and more feithfoUy to de- 
clare it. 

Seting, then, in cv*‘ry feculty the ad- 
vioe of the bkilM is to be regarm, and is 
usually relied upon ; and in other affhirs 
of greatcbt importance we scamplo not to 
proceed so ; s*)eing wo commit our life and 
health (w hioh are most precious to us) to 
the physician, observing his prescriptions 
commouly without any reason, soinetiiDes 
agiunst our own seme ; we intrust our es- 
tate, which is so dear, with the lawyer, not 
contesting bis advice; we jmt our goertb 
and ^fety into the hands of a pilot, sleep- 
ing securely whilst he steeroih us as he 
thinketh fit ; seeing in many such occasions 
of common life we adviseoiv do renounce 
or waive our own opinions, aosolutely yield* 
ing to the direction of others, taking their 
authority for a better argument or ground 
of action than any which our conceit a 
bare consideration of the matter can con- 
gest to us; admitting this maxim fbr 
that it is a more advisable aUd safe course, 
in matters of coubequonee, to follow the 
judgment of wiaer men than to adhere to 
our own apprehensioub:^* seeing It hi net 
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wisdom (as every man thinks) in a doubt- 
ful case to act upon di&advanta^, or to 
venture upon odds against himself, and it 
is plainly doing thus to act upon our own 
opmion against the judgment of those who 
are more improved in the ^ay, or better 
studied in the point than ourselves ; seeing 
in other cases these are the common ap- 
proved apprehensions and practices ; and 
seeing in this ca&e there is plainly the same 
reason, for that there are difiiculties and 
Intricacies in this no less than in other fa- 
culties, which need good skill to resolve 
them ; for that in these matters we inaj 
easily slip, and by error may incur huge 
danger and damage: why then should ue 
not here take the same course, following 
(when no other clearer light or prevalent 
reason occurreth) the conduct and advice 
of our more skilful guides? especially con- 
sidering, that, beside ordinary, natural, 
and acquired advantage s, they have other 
supernatural, both obligations to the well 
discharging this duty, and assistances to- 
ward it ; For, 

2, We may consider, that they are by 
God appointed and empowered to instruct 
and guide us; it U their special ufhee, not 
assumed by themselves, or constituted by 
human prudence, but ordained and set- 
tled by divine wisdom for our edification in 
know ledge, and direction in practice ; * they 
are God's messengers, purposely sent by 
him, selected and separated by his instinct 
for this work : they are b} him gicenpr the 
perfecting of the saints^ mid the edifying the 
tody of Christ it is by God's w arrant, and 
in his name, that they speak ; which giveth 
especial weight to their words, and no mean 
»ound of assurance to us in iH^l^ing upon 
3iem: for who is more Hkely to know God's 
mind and will, who may be presumed more 
faithful in deciaringthem, than God's own 
officers and agents? those whosegreat duty, 
whose main concernment it is to speak, 
not their own sense, but the word of God? 
They are God's montiii, by whom alone 
ordinarily he expresseth his mind and plea- 
sure ; by whom he entreateth us to be re- 
coitciUd^ iu heart and practice to him: 
what they say, therefore, is to be received 
as God's word, except plain reason upon 
due examinat on do rormd. 

If they by office are teachers, or masters 
in doctnne, then we answ^rably must in 
obligation be disci|de84 which implies ad- 

• let tU IS,—! wUl aive you paMors aoocWHxtr to 
mln« baut. which AhsU tsed you with knowledge lOd 

utideiNtaAidiag— (:w. ^ os. 

AotsaUt Sf Bpliutv. U, 1 
10I.OS; ITlm 1 11, U$ « 7( fSTLSt iTbeMli 4. 
4 a Gor V, ao 


mitting their doctrine and profiden^ in 
knowledge thereby : if they are appointed 
shepherds, then must we be their sheep, to 
be led and fed by them ; if they are God’s 
messengers, we must yield some ci*edenoe, 
and embrace the mess^e uttered by them ; 
80 the prophet tolleth us: The priest's Ups 
should keep knowledge^ and the^ should seek 
Ose law at his mouthy for he is the messm^ 
ger of the Lord of hosts ; « so the Law of old 
enjoined: A( cording to the sentence of the 
law which they shall teach thee^ and accord- 
ing to the judgment which they shall tell thee^ 
thou shfslt do , thou shall not decline from 
the sentence which they shall shew thee^ to the 
right hand nor to the left:^ so our Lord 
also, in regard to the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, saitli, The Scribes and Pharisees sit in 
Moses's enmr : all therefore whatsoeeer they 
hid you observe^ that observe and do , * upon 
account of their office, whatever they di- 
rect to (not repugnant to the divine law) 
was to be observed by the people ; and 
surely in doubtful cases, when upon com- 
petent inauiry no clear light offereth itself, 
it cannot oe \ery d<uigerou8 to follow their 


guidance whom GodT hath appointed and 
authorized to lead us : if we err doing so, 
we err wisely in the way of our duty, and 
so no great blame will attend our error. 

3. We may consider that our guides, as 
such, have special assistance from God: 
to every vocation God's aid is cougruously 
affiorded ; but to this (the principal of all 
others, the most important, most nearly 
related to Gk>d, and most peculiarly tend* 
ing to his service) it is in a special manner 
most assuredly and plentifully imparted. 

They are stewards of God's various grace ; ‘ 
and they who dispense grace to others can- 
not want it themsf^lves ; they are co-opera* 
tors with Ood^i and God consequently doth 
co-oporate with them ; it is God who doth 
render them sujficknt to be ministers 
of the I\*ew Testament; and they minister 
of the idnlity which God suppheth; every 
spiritual labourer is obliged to say with St. 
rauJ, By the grace of God I am what lam 
— I have laboured^ yet not J, but the grace 
of God, whieh was with me,^ 

God’s boring given them,^ as St. Paul 
saith, to the church, doth imply that God 
hath endowed them with special ability, 
and furtheretb them (in their consoion- 
able discharge of their ministry) a ith aid 
requisite to the designs of perfecting the 
saints^and edifying the body^ inknowiedge, 
in virtue, in piety. 

• Mai U 7. f Deut. wil. 11. « Matt xzhi % a 
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As the Holy Ghost doth constitate them 
in their charge (according to that of St. 
Paul in the Acts, Take heed unto your- 
eehes, and to all the ftock^ over which the 
Jfoly Ghost hath made you overseers^^) so 
quesiionless be doth enable and assist them 
in administering their function. Thore is 
a gift (of spiritual ability and divine suc- 
cour) imparted by their consecration to this 
office, with the faying on the hands of the 
presbytery ^joined wi& humble supplications 
for them, and solemn benedictions in God's 
name upon them.^ The divine Spirit, 
which distrihuteih^ as he seetk good, unto 
every member of the church needM supplies 
of grace, doth bestow on them in competent 
measure the word of wisdom and the word of 
hwwiedge requisite for their employment.** 

God of old did in extraordinary ways 
\isibly communicate his Spirit unto Ms 
prophets and agents ; the same he did U- 
beralJy pour out upon the apostles, and 
first phanteis of the gospel; the same 
questionless he liath not withdrawn from 
those ho under the evangelical dispensa- 
tion (which is peculiarly the ministration 
of the Spirit^^ unto which the aid of God’s 
Spirit is most prtiper and most needful) do 
still by a settled ministry supply the room 
of' those cxtr.aordiuary ministers ; but Sm- 
parteth it to them in a way, although more 
ordinary and occult, yet no less real and 
td?(»ctual, according to proportions answer- 
able to the exigt ucies of need and occasion ; 
and by the influence hereof upon the pastors 
of his church it is, that our Lord accom- 
plishetli his pioinise to be with it until t/te 
end of the worlds 

CUsms scientim^ the hey of knowledge^ spi- 
ritual, is one of those keys which ho hatli 
given to them, whereby they are enabled 
to open the kingdom of heaven. 

Great reason, therefore, we have to place 
an especial confidence in their direction ; 
for whom can wo more safely follow than 
those whom (upon such grounds of divine 
declarations and promises) wc may hope 
that God doth guide) so that consequeufly 
in following tliein we do in effect follow 
(jfod himself? He that heareth you heareth 
nie^ might be said, not only because of their 
relation unto Christ, but because their 
w ord proceedetli from bis in>qdration, being 
no other than his mind conveyed through 
their mouth. 

4. Wo may also, for our encouragement 
to confide in our guides, consider that 
they arc themselves deeply concerned in 
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our being rightly guided ; fbeic present 
comfort, their salvation hereafter, depend- 
ing upon the faithful and careful discharge 
of their duty herein: they must render an 
account for it ; so that if by tlieir wiHhl 
or negligent miscarriage wo do fall into 
dangerous error or sin, they do thence not 
only forfeit rich and glorious rewards (as- 
signed to those who turn many unto righte- 
ousness)^ but incur woful punishment ; this 
doth assure their integrity, and render 
our confidence in them very reasonable: 
for as we may safely trust a pilot who 
hath no less interest than ourselves in the 
safe conveyance of the vessel to port; so 
may wo reasonably confide in their advice 
whose salvation is adventured with ours 
in the saaue bottom, or rather is wrapped 
tm and carried in ours: it is not probable 
they will (at least designedly) mis^ide us, 
to their own extreme damage, to their 
utter ruin: ^ they do not warn the wicked 
from his wicked way^ to save Ms life^ God 
hath said that he trill require his blood at 
their hands;' and is it likely they should 
wittingly run such ahazard, that they should 
purposely cast away the souls ftir wMch 
the) are so certainly accountable? it is 
our apostle’s enforcement of the precept 
in our text, Obey them that guiae you; 
for they watch for, your souls as they that 
must give an ai count: which orgumonta* 
tiun is not only grounded upon the obliga- 
tions of ii^nuity and gratitude, but Mso 
upon considerations of discretion and inte- 
rests ; 4re should obey our guides in equity 
and honesty ; we may do it advisedly, be- 
cause they, in regard to their own accounts 
at the final judgment, are obliged to be 
cai'cfal for the good of our souls. 

Upon these considerations, it is plainly 
reasonable to follow our guides in all mat- 
ters wherein we have no other very clear 
and certain light of reason or revelation to 
conduct us: the doing so is indeed (whieffi 
is further observable) not only wise in it- 
self, but safe in way of prevention, that 
we be not seduced by other treacherous 
guides; it will not only secure us from 
our own weak judgments, but from the 
frauds of those who lie in wait to deceive,*^ 
The simpler sort of men wiU in effect be 
always led, not by th^ own judgment, 
but by the authority of others ; and if they 
be not fairly guided by those whom God 
hath constituted and assigned to that end, 
they will be led by the nose by those who 
are concerned to seduce them: so t^on 
dictateth that it must be, so experience 
sbeweth it over to have been; tliar the 
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peojfiifi^ wjbcuever ^tiberjr ^estH^d their 
tru^ guides, hm Boon been Intftied bv 
itt)|»oetard Me meet dangeirofiui mrm and 
exMvegM Miee; being mmied abmt 
ti4fA inwt Antrim; being 

like ekildrek^ tmid io and fro wiih apery 
wind of doctrm*^ 

It u tberefbre a great advantage to 
m, and a'great mcroj of Gc>d, that there 
are Qxy Gws cere) {provided for u$ sucdi 
helps, upon we may cmnmonly for 
nur giddenee in the way to happiness more 
safely rely, than upon our own judgments, 
liable to mistake, md than upon the oounbel 
of others, who may be interested to abuse 
us; very foolish and very ingrateful we 
are, if we do not highly prise, if we do 
not willingly embrace, this advantage. 

1 farther add, that as wisdom may in- 
dure, modesty and humility shotdd dis* 
pcM»( us to follow the direction m our guides : 
ye younger (saith St. Peter) submt your- 
eelvee unto the elder (that is, ye inferiors 
to your superiors, ye that are me dock to 
your pastors), ona, subjoineth he imme- 
diately, he clothed with humiMty ; sigptiifying, 
that it is a point of hunuhty to ;^eld that 
submission ; every modest and humble per- 
son is apt to distrust his own, and to sub- 
mit to Mtter judgments; and, Not to lean 
to our unAretmmig^ not to he wise in our 
own eyas, not to seem to know any thing^not 
to seem any body to oneself in humUity to 
prefer others hefore ottrseleas,* are divine 
injimetions, chi^ app&^le i«^ this case, 
in reference to (to spHtual radcb; for 
if It he pride or culpable immodJfs^ to yre- 
eume ourselves wi|B^ than any man, what 
is it then to prefer ourselves in that reject 
before our teachers; as indeed we do, 
when without evident reason we disregard, 
or dissent from their opinion 

It is, then, a duty very reasonable, and a 
vary eommepdablo practice, to rely upon 
the guidanoe of our pastors in such cases, 
wherm anrer direotMi feileth, and ^we 
Qsnnot odietwiee fully satisify cnirselves. 

Neither in doii^ so (agaiM appear- 

ances of reason, or mm some violence to 
onr private conceits) do we act against our 
oonmienoe, but rather truly according to 
it; fer (xmscionee (a$ the word in this ca$e 
is used) is nothing else but an opinion in 
pracHw matters grounded upon the best 
reaecoi We can diseNam: if therefore in any 
case the authority of guides he aroaaon 
ontweighkng all other reasons apparent, he 
that in eiKm a ease, notwitlmUmai^ 
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arguments lesa fordhle, doth conform liis 
jtti^ent and practice thereto, therein ex- 
aetfy foUoweth eonsdenee; yea, m doing 
otherwise, be would thwart and violate his 
own conscienoe, mid be self- condemned, 
adhering to a less probable reason in op- 
position to one more probable. 

1 do not hereb> mean to assert that we 
are obliged indifmrently (with an implicit 
faith, or blind obedience) to believe all that 
our teachers say, or to practise all they bid 
US* for they arc men, and tiierc fore subject 
to error and sin ; they may neglect or abuse 
the advantages they have of knowing better 
than others; they may soroetbnes, by in- 
firmity, by negligence, by pravity, fad in 
performing fkithfuUy their duty toward us ; 
they may be swayed by temper, be led by 
passion, bo corrupted by ambition or ava- 
rice, so as thence to embrace and vent had 
doctrines: we do see our pastors often dis- 
senting and clashing among thomvelve<t« 
5ometime<i with themselves, so as to change 
and retract their own opinions.* 

We find the prophets of old complaining 
of priests, of pastors, of elders sm pro- 
phota, who hamled the hw^ yet were igno- 
rant of Qod; who erred in mswn^ and 
stumhkd m judgment; who were profane^ 
brutish^ hght^am treacherous persons, who 
polluted the sanotuary^ and did violence to 
the law, and profalm ho^ things, who 
handled the law, yet hnew not God; from 
whom the law mi oounsel did pensh , who 
taught for hire, emddimnedfor money, who 
thmselvcs departed out if the way, and 
caused nUmy to etiokhk, and corrupted the 
covenant of Lem; who destroyed and st ot- 
tered the sheep of God's pasture.^ 

There were in our Saviour's time guides, 
of the fermefd of whose Actrme good people 
were hid to beware; who transpessed and 
defeated the commandment (f God by theu 
tradUiem, who did take away the hey of 
knowledge, so that they would not enter 
themselves into the his^dm of heaven, nor 
would suffer others to enter: * blind guides,*' 
who both themselves did fall, and drew 
others into the ditch of noxious error and 
wicked practice: the followers of which 
guides did in man worship God, observing 
for Aetrme the precepts ofmen.^ 

There hare not unco the primitive times 
of the gospel wanted those who (indulging 
to ambition, avarice, curiosity, fimtion, and 


• tw lU 

c»\i^iitheeto«iSB,«m|l 


^ they vvbioh Ml thee 
the way of thy paths 




aUlDBS AND GOVEENORa 


m 


S£llIIION UX.J 


other bftd nlFeotions) have depraved and 
abased religion wiUst noxiotui errore and 
idle superstitions; such as Si. Beraard de* 
seribeth, &c.® 

We are, in matters of such udbaite con- 
cernment to our eternal welfare, in wisdom 
and duty obliged not wholly without fur- 
ther heed or care to trust the <^igence 
and integrity of others, but to consider and 
look about us, using our own reason, judg- 
mont, and discretion, so far as We are 
pdble ; we cannot in such a case be blamed 
for too much circumspection and caution. 

We arc not wholly blind, not void of 
reason, not destitute of fit helj»8 ; in many 
cases we have competent abulitv to judge, 
and means suiBcient to attain Knowledge : 
we are therefore conceimcd to use our eyes, 
to einjdoy our reason, to embrace and im- 
prove the advantage!) vouchsafed us. 

We are acoounlable personally for nil our 
actions, as agreeable or cross to reason; 
if we are mistaken by our own default, 
or misltd by the ill guidance of others, we 
shall houevor deeply sufier for it, and die 
in our imquUy.^ the ignorance or error of 
our guides will not wholly excuse us fi*CHn 
guilt, or exempt us from punishment; it is 
fit, therefore, that we should be allowed, 
as to the sum of the matter, to judge and 
choobc for ourselves; for if our sa&ation 
were wholly ])laced in the bands of others, 
so teat wc could not but in case of their 
crroi or dcfUult miscarry, our ruin would 
be inevitable, and consequently not just: 
we should perish witlioui blame, if we Were 
iKiund, sjf a blind and bimtisb herd, to fol- 
low others. 


duty and concernment, that we aboml4 ^ 
foifh and kmoledgei that we htt mMmd 
buiU up in CfksriH, and itubUikad in He 
faUh^ homto besten^u^^ and 
not to he $om shaken in mtad, or trendded; 
top'ow up and %nerecne in aU dmme know* 
le&e; that the word ^ €M ehouid dwelt 
rirhfy in us in all wmm; that we should 
}oefiUed with all Imntdedge^ so as tohetMe 
to teaeh and adsnomsh oar another i that 
our hee should abound mare easd mare in 
hmmhdge^ and all judgment^ that we may 
a^me things eacetM^ (or scan things 
differeat} that we be enriched in all the 
word (that Is, in all the doctrine of the 

g pel), and in aU knowledges that we he 
d in the knowledge of Gods wiU in all 
wisdom and ^dritual tmderstam&ng;^ that 
we should not be unwise^ hut understanding 
what the willofthe Lord iss that we should 
he perfect ana tompkte in all the wiU qf 
GW Ohat is, first in the knowledge of it, 
t^n in compliance wkh it ;) that in under* 
standing we should not he children^ but per* 
feet men,' 

We are likewise by them commanded to 
take heed of fidsepremhets ; to try the spints 
whether they ore of God, to see that no mm 
deoeioe uh$ to loon tnat no mm spml u? by 
pain deceit, to try aU things^ am koU fast 
that which is good p which precepts Imply, 
that we should be furnished with a good 
faculty of judgment, and competent know- 
ledge in principal matters of Christian 
doctrine, oonceruvpg both the masteries of 
faith and the i^es of practice. Our Lord 
himself and his apostles did not u|>on other 
terms than of rational consideration and 


Wc, in order to our practice (which mubt 
}\c regulated by faith and knowledge), and 
toward preparing ourselves for ourj^und 
account, are obhged to get a knowledge 
and |>crbuabii)n concerning our dui^; to 
prove (or search or examine) what is that 
good^ and acceptable^ and perfect will of 
God.^ for Ignorance, if anywise by our 
endeavour vineiblo, will not secure us: Jfe 
that (saith our Lord and Judge) knew not^ 
and did commit things worthy of stripes^ 
shad he htattn with ^ stripes^ (few; not 
in themselves, but comparatively to those 
which shall be indicted on thCm vdio trans- 
gress against knowledge and conscience.) 

We arc bound to sttJay truth, to improve 
our minds in the knowledTO and love of it. 
to be firmly persuaded of it in a rational 
way; so that we be not easUv shaken, ur 
seduced from it. 

The apostles do charge it upon us as our 

• /irfr ApoI Keel Aiig •Rom, xW bpll. ).10 j 
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dibcusbion exact credit and oi^edienoe to 
their words ; they did not insist barelv upon 
their own authority, but exhorted their 
disciples to examine strictiv, and judge 
faithfully concerning the truth and reason- 
ableness of their doctrine : Search the scrip* 
tures^ for they tntfy of ms If I do not 
the mrhs of my Father^ beUeoe moots hut 
fldoy though ye heUeve not believe the 
works. ^ so our Lord appealed to their rea- 
son, proceeding upon grounds of scripture 
and common sense : and, / mah as to u aw 
men^ judge ye what J says' so St. Paul 
adikessed his discourse to his discqikb; 
otherwise we should be unoapaUe to ob- 
serve them. 

We are also bound to defer Ihe priiu^pal 
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regard to God's wisdom and wQl, so os, 
wiwout reservation or ezeeptioft, to em- 
brace whatever he doth sa^^ to obey what 
he positively doth command, whatever an- 
thority doth contradict hss word, or cross 
his command : in such oases we xnay re- 
xnoiQstrate with the ^stles, If it he just 
before God to hearhm wdo you rather 
thm mdo God^ judge ysi and, We ought 
to obey €hd ratnor than men : we may de- 
nounce with St. Paul, Jf an angel from 
heamen preach am other gospeL ht Mm be 
accursed,^ 

We are obliged alwa^ to act vnih faith 
(that is, with a persuasion concerning the 
lawfulness of wh»t we do ;) for whatever is 
not of faith is wo should never con- 

demn ourselves in what we try or embrace. 

These things considered, we may, and 
it much beho\eth us, reserving due respect 
to our rades, with humility and modesty 
to wei{^ and scan their dictates and their 
orders ; lest by them unawares we be drawn 
into error or sin ; like the ingenuous Be- 
reans, who did iif»K{ivu9^rAs search 

and examine the scriptures^ if those things 
were soJ^ Our guides arc but the helpers f 
they arc not lords of our fidth ; the apos- 
tles themselves were not. 

We may, and are bound, if they tell us 
tlungs evidently repugnant to God^s word, 
or to sound reason and common sense, to 
dissent from them ; if they impose on us 
things evidently contrary to God's law, to 
forbear compliance wi%them ; we may in 
such cases appeal ad Ugem et testimonium; 
we must not admit a non obstante to God's 
law.* 

If other arguments, weighed in the ba- 
lance of honest and impartial reason, with 
cautious and industrious consideration, do 
overpoise the authority of our guides ; let 
us in God^s name adhere to them, and 
fulhtw our own judgments; it would be a 
violation of our conscience, a prevarica- 
tion toward our own souls, and a rebel- 
lion against God, to do otherwise : when 
against our own mind, so carefully in- 
formed, we follow the dictates of others, 
we like fbdls ra^lv adventure and prosti- 
tute our souls. 

This proceeding is nowise inconsistent 
w ith what we deHvored bei^re ; for this due 
Wariness in ezamining, this reservation in 
assenting, this exoej^on in practice, in 
bome cases, wherein the matter hath evi- 
dence, and wo a faculty to judge, doth no- 
ai^o Innder but that we ^ould dmer much 
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regard to the judgment of our gmdes ; that 
we should, in cases wherein no light 
disoovereth itself outshining their autho- 
rity, rely upon it; that where our eyes will 
not serve oleadiy to direct us, we should use 
theirs ; where our reason &ileth to satisfy 
ns, we should acquiesce in theirs; that wo 
should regard their judgments so far, that 
no |)Otty scruple emer^ng, no fednt sem- 
blanco of reason, should prevail upon us to 
dissent from their doctrine, to reject their 
advice, to disobey their injunctions. 

In fine, let us remember, that the mouth 
of truth, which bids us to beware of the bad 
doctrine of those who sat in Moses's chair ^ 
did also charge us to observe all they taught 
and er^omed;^ that is, all not certainly re- 
pugnant to the (fivine W. lu effect, if wc 
discost from the advices of our sober teach- 
ers, appointed for us by God, wc shall in 
the end have occasion to bewail with him 
in the Proverbs : Etow Jioee I hated imtme* 
tion^ and my heart despised reproof; and 
have not obeyed the voice of my tecuhers^ 
nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed 
mef^ 

To these things 1 shall only add one rule, 
which we may well suppose comprised in 
the precept we treat upon ; which is, that 
at least w o forbear openly to dissent from 
our guides, or to contradict their doctrine ; 
except only, if it be not so false (which 
never, or rarely, can happen among us) as 
to subvert the foundations of faith, or prac- 
tice of holiness. If we cannot be internally 
convinced by their discourses, if their au- 
thority cannot sway with us against the 
prevalence of other reabons, yet may we 
spare outwardly to oppobe them, or to slight 
their judgment ; for doing thus doth tend, 
as to the disgrace of their persons, so to 
tlio disparagement of their office, to an ob- 
structing the efficacy of their ministry, to 
the infiringeinent of order and peace in the 
church : mr when the inconsiderate people 
shall see their teachers distrusted and dis- 
respectefl ; when they perceive their doc- 
trine may be challenged and opposed by 
plausible discourses; then will tluy hardly 
trust them, or comply with them in matters 
most certain and necessary; than which 
disjK)sH}on in the people thm*e cannot h^ 
pen any thing more prejudicial or baneful 
to the church. 

But lei thus much serve for the obedi- 
ence due to the doctrine of our guides; let 
us consider iliat which we owe to them in 
reforence to their conver&aUtm and m*ac- 
llce. 

The following their practice may wdl 
4 Matv xy. 14 , xxoi. S. * Pnn \ IS. 14* 
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be referred to this preoc^ ; for that their 
practice is a kind of living doiCtrine^ a 
visible law, or rule of Action 9 and buoAnse 
indeed the notion of a guide pritnarily dadi 
imply example; that he wldoh is guided 
should respect the guide as a precedent, 
being concerned to walk afler his footsteps. 

Most of t)ie reasons, which urge d<»c* 
renoe to thoir jud^ient in teaching, do in 
proportion infer (»bligation to follow their 
example (whicJi indeed is the most easy 
and clear way of instruction to vulgar capa* 
city ; carrying with it also most efficacious 
encouragement and excitement to prac- 
tice ;) they are obli^red, and it is exacted 
frr»m them, to live with especial regi^ity, 
circumspection, and strictness of conver- 
sation ; they are by God's grace CKpecially 
ilisposed and enabled to do so ; and many 
common ach antages they have of doing so 
^a more perfect knowledge of things, firm- 
ness of principles, and clearness of notions; 
a deeper tincture, and more savoury relish 
of trutli, attained by continual meditation 
thereon ; consequently a purity of mind and 
affi*ction, a retirc^ment from the world and 
Its temptation, freedom from distraction of 
worldly care and tlie encumbrances of bu- 
siness, with the like.) 

They are often (‘barged to be cxemjdary 
in conversation, as wo l>efore shoned, and 
that in^oUeth a correspondent obligation 
to follow them. They must, like St. John 
ilaptist, //e l/i/rtt?nffand Mninf( lights i stars 
in Gods right kmd ; l^hts of the world ; 
whose light should shine before men, that 
WWW funy see their good mm ; • and by their 
light direct their steps. 

They are proposed as copies, winch sig- 
nifies that we must in our |iractice tran- 
scribe them. 

We are often directly commanded to 
imitate them ; ittertv, whose 

faith imitate ye (that is, their faithfiil per- 
severance in the doctrine and praetioc of 
Ohristianily ), saith the apostle in this chap- 
ter. 

Th(U' conversation is vafelv umtable in 
all <‘ases vvh(‘rein no better rule appeareth, 
and when it doth not appear (Usoordant 
from God's law and the dictates of sound 
rt^ason; for supposiiw that discordance, 
we cease to be obliged to follow them ; as 
w hou our Lord prew'ribeth in respect to 
the Pharisees : Whatever they hid you ob* 
serve^ that observe and do; but do not efter 
their works ; fot they say and do noL* 

It is indeed easier for them to apeak well 
than to do well ; their doctrine, tnerefore, 

* John V. 35 « Ue9 xtL 30 . Mitt, v 14t i|S. 
tMimXaah.5 


is more commonly a sure guide than them 
pr^ice ; yet when there wanteth a dearer 
gukknee of doctrine, their practice may 
pass for instructive, and a probable argu- 
ment or warrant of action. 


SERMON L^. 

OF SBLy-LOVU IK OBHBBAL. 


2 Tim* iii. 2. — For men shad be lovers of 
themsehes, 

ST.PaFL, in this place, out of aprophetical 

f irit instructing or warning his disciple 
imothy concerning di^ieult Hmes^ or the 
calamitous state of tmngs which should 
^nsue, induced upon the world, as it useth 
to happen, a general prevalency of vi^ 
olom (hspositions and practices amongmon, 
doth thence take occasion, by a specidca- 
tion of their vices, to characterise the per- 
sons who should concur to produce that 
hard state. 

Among those vices ho plaoeth self-love 
in the van, as the capiud and leading vice ; 
intimating thereby, that it is of all in its 
nature most heinous, or in ita influence 
most noxious, t 

This indeod is of all vices the most 00 m- 
mon, so deeply radicated in our nature, aUd 
so generally overspreading the world, that 
nu man thoroughly is exempted ftom it, 
most men are g^afty tainted with it, some 
are wholly possesse^and acted by it: this 
is the root ftom wiicb all other vicob do 
grow, and without which hardly any sin 
could subsist; the chief vices especially 
have an obvious and evident depondance 
thereon. 

All impiety doth involve a loving our- 
selves in undue maimer and measure ; so 
that we bet ourselves in our esteem and 
affection before God; we prefer our own 
conceits to his judgment and advice ; we 
raibe dur pleasure above his will apd au- 
thority; wc bandy forces with him, and are 
like the profane Belshazzar, of whom it is 
said, Thou hast lifted uptkyse^ogamt (or 
above) the Lord of heaoen**^ 

From hence particularly, by a numifesl 
extraction, ore derived those chief and 
common vices, pride, ambition, envjr, ava- 
rice, intemperance, injuatioe, imcbaritahle- 
ness, peevishness, t^ubbornneas, discontent, 
and impatience. For 

We overvalue^ ourselves, our wtditiiMi 
and endowments, our powers 


t UWo an luattials lOi flo 

^Dsnr.SS. 
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our /ortiidoi wnA odvuatiigo^; 

lumoe BO txrott^, iSM i«, so lolfy in 
our ana IMuoito in our doiosteaii^ ; 

our. 

We woifld ho the only ineii^ or most 
oouBiderable in the world; henoe are we 
ambhloiis, hence onnilnttaJly with un^tla- 
ble greediness we do' aifeet ond stnve to 
procure increase reputation, of power, 
of dknity. 

We Would eni^ois to ourselves all scwts 
of good thin^ in highest degree ; hence 
onvtOMi^y we become jealous of the worth 
and virtue, we grudge and repino at the 
poqyet^ity of oSiers; as if they defalked 
somewhat from our excellency, or did 
ee^e the brightness of our fmtine. 

We desire to be not only fhll in our 
enjoyment, but free and absolute in our 
dominioii of things ; not only secure from 
needing the succour of other men, but in- 
dependent in regard to God*s prondence; 
hence are wo so covetous of wealth, hence 
wo so eagerly scrape it, and so carefully 
hoard it up. 

We can refuse our dear selves no satis* 
faction, although unreasonable or hurtful; 
thermfe we so readily gratify sensual ap- 
peti win unlawfrd or excessive ezy oyments 
of djwure. 

Being blinded or transported with fond 
dotage on ourselves, ure cannot disoem or 
will not regard what iS due to others; 
hence are we apt up^oocasion to do them 
wrong. * 

Love to ourselves doth in such manner 
suck in and swahow our spirits, doth so 
pinch in and contract our hearts, doth ac- 
cording to Hs computation so confine and 
abridge pur interests, that we cannot in 
our aifectiott Otr in reiu expression of kind- 
ness tend outwards; that we can afford 
little good-will, or impart little good to 
others. 

Deemifig ourselves extremely wise and 
worthy of regaxd, we ci^ot endure to be 
eontradieted in our opinkm, or crossed in 
our humour ; hence upon any such occa- 
sion our efader riaeth, and eadly we bre^ 
forth into violent heats of passion. 

From the like causes it is, that we can- 
not willingly stoop to due obeisance of our 
superiors, in reverence to their persons, 
mm observasice of their laws ; that we can- 
not contentedly aeqidesce hi the station or 
portion aasigmri us hy^ Providence; tiiafc 
we emmot patiently support our oon^ticn, 
or accept the evmits beaUmg us. 

In fine, tf surve^^aU the several kinds 
of naugfafy dispositions in oiu* souls, and of 
mSscioriiages in our Ihes, wo do scan tfarir 


pajrticdlar nature, and search into their 
original causes; we shall find inordinate 
sel&lOTe tobea maxniii^edient andacom- 
mon source of them all ; so that a divine 
of great name had some reason to affirm, 
that original sin (4»r that innate distemper 
from which men getierally become so \ery 
prone to evil and averse to good) doth con- 
sist in self-love, dUposing us to ml kinds of 
irregularity and excess;* i^t. Paul there- 
fbre might weU set this in the front of all 
those sins which depraved the age he spake 
of; they having idl such a dependance on it. 

It is therewe very reqtdsitC that we 
should well understand this fault, that we 
maybe the better able to curb and correct 
It; to which purpose 1 shall endeavour, by 
God’s help, smnewhat to declare its na- 
ture. 

The word is ambiguouf ; for all 

sdif-love Is not culpable ; there is a necos- 
sary and unavoidable, there h an innocent 
and allowable, there is a worthy and com- 
mesdsble self-love. 

There is a self-love originally implanted 
by God himself in our nature, in order to 
line preservation and enjoyment of our 
being f the which is common to us with all 
creatures, and eannqt anywise be extir- 
pated ; frr no man (as’Btv dtfipl sait^eccr 
yei haiod ki$ om hut 
cherishoth k every man living, 
tural and necessary instinct, is pnM^d 
to guard his life, shunning alf dE||brs 
threatening its destruction; to purvey for 
the simport and convenience of it; to sa- 
tisfy those natural appetites, which impor- 
tunately crave rehef, and without into- 
lerable pain cannot be denied it ; to repel 
or deolipe whatever is very grievous and 
offienMve to nature :t the self-love that 
urgeth ub to do those things is no mote 
to be bUunod than it can bo shunnod. 

Reason fhrther aRoweth such a seJflove, 
which moveth us to the pursuance of ary 
thing apparently good, pleasant, or useful 
to us, the which &th not contrin in it any 
essential turpitude or iniquity; doth not 
obstruct the attrinment of soma true or 
greater good ; doth not produce some over- 
balanebig mischief; doth not infer harm 
to the worii^ or wrong to other men4 

Reason dictateth ana presonbeth to us, 

* Sst Wbc ivhi sC peecftndani soawv gul oroDMitelo^ 
psceawi wlgtiuOa he -XiMwl Be 

Ont* w a, 

t ranto ^atiir, oliu, ytol w«tfJ4u« i addb 
Sniteat ****ef* ^ 

jUSork Settn i 1 

t Th f4» hymdt'f 9t7 iTmu* hm ymf etvt»f 
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that we (Au)M bava a fober regptrd to cm 
true gfM>d and w«i&re t ^ interest 
and sohd content; to that, whidt (aUtMi^ 
being ri^ily statied<» oensiderad, a4d ecun* 
putod) wifi m the ftnal eteai pimre moi^ 
henefidal and BatisfiMCtorJr to us ; a toU* 
love working m piHisectitom at Stt<^ thbigs 
common sense cannet but allow and ap* 
prove.* 

God himself hath to these sugges^ons 
of nature, and dietates of twasm^ aiQoiiied 
his own stdbuge, having in various ways 
declared it to be his will and pleasure) that 
we should tender our real and &ial good* 
He, as the Author of nature, and Fountain 
of reason, may ho supposed to ord^ that 
unto which nature doth so potently iboUne, 
and uhioh n‘ason so clearly prescribe^. 
He plaiidy hath to every man comnuttod 
hiinr^olf m chaige, so as to preserve his 
being from ruin, and to ei\joy H with eom- 
fort.f He by maltnff so rim a provision 
the sustenance of our lives and satis- 
ion of our appetites, by framing our 
bodies to robsh dehght, and suiting so many 
accommodations in wondrous correspond* 

» ;o our senses, hath sc^cieiitly inti- 
it to be bis pleasure, that we should 
m reasonable measure seek them and enjoy 
them; otherwise his core wotild have been 
vain, and his work useless; yea, he might 
seem to have laid an ill design to tempt 
and omnare ust lie certainly bad no su<h 
intent ; but as he made us out of goodness, 
as he made us capable of tasting comfort, 
as be hath furnished us with means of at- 
taudng it, so he meaneih that we should 
partake thereof. 

He also expressly hath oommanded us 
to lovo all men, not excluding ourselves 
from the uuml>er ; to love our neighbour, 
and therefore oixrSelves; who of all are 
nearest to ourseh as ; who occur as the frrst 
olject<t of humamt^ and chaiily; whose 
we most sensibly fbel ; whose good 
IK m itself no less considerable ikm the 
single good of any other personj who mOst 
first look to our own g^ beme m can 
be capable to love others, or do any good 
to our neighbour. 

He tfaeiefore hath madethe love of our- 
selves to be the rule and standard, the pat- 
tern, the argument, of our love to others; 
imposing on us those great commands of 
hmng cur neigAihmra fis curtches^ and do- 
ing as toe vkmd he done mto ; which imply 
not only a neeessi^, but an oUSgatibn m 
loving ourselves. 

* n«r w Mur vUftkm ti i Ii Imro 

mrt rwmiXf* ^ ** 

t swiijiMHmiii r** ***t**fr w h siH aoiiNnii 

sciwwaiays win(--» 4 w« Xp. IS)« 


He doth enibree bbe£en«e to aB bis 
cmninands by promising rewaids, yield* 
ing immense profit and* transcendent fiewk* 
sure tous,sndbytl]awaisnlngp^^ 
mdevous to our sense wbkib prcceedtog 
» grpimded t^cn a s!:qp{K^^ Ukutwem 
and ought gmtlT to love ouraeiveB, or to 
re^d our own mtorest and pleasure* 

Be do& tommuneifed wmm or virtue 
to us, as intotugrecalde to selfdova; most 
eBg{Ue, becaM ^ yMdctb pnedi benedt 
to oursmves; btowlto, as the^HFise Han 
aaitb^ heikutgiiMhU^ ds/A 
sod: he tka Seegd^ AoUj/MgaedA 
Aristotle saitb of a virtuoxMi mai;^ tost 
be is the greatest ailjra /dil vm- 

»W dsrwtoM 

rk eWaaiwcfy om) /»# Xj^vw hydh^ Midi 
lw«v«s ri * 

He dWimdeth from vice, as therefore 
detestable, becUuto toe embracing it doth 
impH bat:^ of ourselves, brini^ mis* 
chief and damage to us; because, an the 
Wise Mandptomrpress tM riinarili, 
tmr^eth Ms cm eod: hethd desfMk to* 
struefum^ demseih Me cm etml: he ihat 
oammiteiA ^ury, huietA Me cm eout/ 

He oommendeto his laws to our obser- 
vance, by deolariug them in their design 
and tendency efaieny to regard our go!^ 
and advantage f made apt to preserve the 
safety and quiet, to promoto the wealth and 
prosperl^ of our lives; to bring ease and 
oogmHA to onr minds, ^aoe and ornament 
to our names, saiNtoa and haziness to 
our souls. 

In fine, Ood ebargeto and enoourageth 
us to affect and pursue toe highest goods 
whereof we are capable ; most ample riches, 
most sublmehoimmrs, most sweet pleasures, 
most complete felicity ; He (saith St. Paul) 
idU render to Mam, who hg patient contin- 
uance in icsfl-cfrtog, eeeh/or glffy, and Aj- 
acur, md immortalUf/, eternal to seek 

such things is the hipest instance, is the 
surest argument of setf-love that can be; 


us tb^to, doth fd^ytoew bis qpj^itoa- 
tion of a&wdove. 

So it ajppaareto toaiall selfdove is not 
culpable, but that some ktod tooreof is very 
commendable ; jbew toon shall W« dib^it* 
guish; how shsU we mer (to lAe^tbe prr»K 
phet's language) thepreddfnejhth ihemf* 

To this we iney jsnewflv in gen^ai^ toM 
all iove of ourselves uimMM 

grounded, or wbichmexotosito ln%de. 
grees and ]imitsi or whkto ytoitflib itarif 


V®S,« !f “ /JS: 
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11^ wrong instances; or winch driveth our 
mind, win, and afFections, toward bad ob^ 
jects; or which producetih effects noxious 
to ourselvtis or others, is culpable* If we 
esteem ourselves for things not true, or 
really f6r things indifferent or mean, for 
things nowise excellent or valuable ; if we 
affect ourselves beyond compass, so as to 
Postpone the love of God, or exclude the 
Jove of our neighbour; if out of regard 
to ourselves we do things base or mis* 
chievous; if tbencc we dote upon vain 
profits, embrace foul pleasures, incur sin- 
ful guilt, expose ourselves to grievous dan- 
ger, trouble, remorse, and punishmeni ; if 
thereby we are engaged to forsake our true 
interest, and forfeit our final happiness; 
then assuredly it is a fbolish and vicious 
seUUove; it is indeed not a proper, but 
a false and equivocal love, usurping that 
goodly name ; it is a real hatred, or enmity, 
disguised under the semblance of friend* 
ship ; it more properly may be called (Tuelty , 
treachery, fiattery, mockery, delusion, and 
abuse of ourselves. 

But for a more distinct and dear reso- 
lution of the case, we may do well to con- 
sider the proper acts of love, which do 
constitute it, or inseparably do adhere 
thereto ; such as those ; a good esteem of 
the person which is the object of our love ; 
an earnest good-will toward him, or desire 
of his good; a complacence in good, and 
dissatisfaction in evil arriving to him; a 
readiness to yield or procure good to him ; 
a desiro of union and enjoyment, that is, of 
intimate conversation and intercourse with 
him, a deference of regard to hun, a oom- 
j^ance witii his desires, and care to please 
him. Now if these acts toward ourselves 
are in their kind, in their grounds, in their 
meMures, conformable to reason, piety, and 
justioe, then is our self-love innocent or 
worthy: if they are not so, it is criminal 
and ricioiis. 

If we do rightly esteem ourselves (both 
ahsolutoly, and in comparison to oth^sj^til 
if we desire to ourselves what is fit and 
just; if wo are pleased with true goods, 
and displeased at real evils incident to us; 
if we do in lawful ways endeavour to pro- 
cure things truly convenient and beneficial 
to us; if we nuuntain a faithfiil and olwor- 
ful correspondence wi^ ourselves; if we 
have a som^ regard to ourselves, e^eeahle 
to our nature and state ; if we comply with 
the dictates of our reason, and satiOT our 
desirt^ conforming thereto; then do we 
love ourselves innocently, then are we true 
ihends to ourselves. 

But if we omrvalue lurselv©^; if we 


do wish to ourselves things meommodious 
or hurtful; if we are delated or dissatis- 
fied in false shows of good or evil be&Uing 
us; if we strive to aoqmre for ourselves 
things bad or mischievoua; if our converse 
with curSdlves is naughty or vain; if wc 
mi^e indecent ajmlica^Qns tootirselves; if 
we htoop to our mud humours, or soothe 
our unreasonable desires; then is our self- 
love spurious, then are we indeed enemies 
to ourselves. 

Further, toward an exact dbeusrion and 
trial of this case, we should do well, divest- 
ing ourselves of selfishness, to consider 
ourselves as other persons, or abstractedly 
as mere objects of those sets whirii loVe 
doth imply; for what rectitude or what 
obliquity tnere would be in them in regard 
to any object, the same would he in refe- 
rence to ourselves. For instance, 

If we should value voj person justly ac- 
cording to his real worth, allowing a just 
rate to his virtue, to hib parts, to hk en- 
dowments, to his advantages of natiTe or 
fortune ; not ascribing to him things a hich 
belong not to him, nor overprizing those he 
hath, nor preferring him in any respc(*t 
before those which are his superiors 'or 
equals therein; we shall hirein do wisely 
and justly: but if (having our judgment 
anywise perverted) we do admire a person 
beyond his worth, and advance him above 
his rank; if we overlook his apparent 
foots and bleinishes, or take them for ex- 
cellencies, and yield thorn applause ; u hat 
lb this but fi)lly and dotage, tempered with 
iniquity? and if it be such in regard to 
another, it is no less such in rc<«]>eet to 
ourselves. 

If to any porhou we should wish things 
suitable, commodious, and advantageous, 
by obt^ing which he, without any wrong 
or prejudice to others, might be consider- 
ably benefited, we riiall herein act humane- 
ly, and like good friends ; but if we desire 
things to him, which do not become or befit 
him, which w^l do him mischief, or which 
he cannot have without injury and damage 
to others, are we not herein notoriously un- 
kind or unjust? The case is the same trans- 
ferred to ourselves. 

If we should observe any man, occur- 
rences happening to him, well improved in 
his condition, thriving in an honest way, 
prosperous in good undertakings, growing 
m worthy acoomplishments of bouC to find 
satisfaction therein would be greidly laud- 
able I and so it would be to condole, if we 
shot^ see any man to fall into any grievous 
disaster or oalaini^ ; but should we Whold a 
inan (although in false appearance bettered, 
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y«t reoUy) prejudiced ttnd endamaged (as 
when one ii» enriched by cozetuige or ra- 
pine, is advai^eed by ilattcry^ or sycophan- 
try, b famed for b^e or vain exploits, is 
immersed into care and trouble, is ex^posed 
to danger and temptation, U foiU 
enchantments of pleapirejt are we not, if 
we take pleasure tWein, very silly, or very 
cruel ? aud if we should observe good physic 
administered to a sick neighbour, or that 
he is engaged in painfhl exercise for his 
h6alth4 showd it not be absux^d for us to be 
sorry thereat? For the same reasons wo 
are blameable if we do rejoice when that 
we prosper in bad courses, or ei\joy sinful 
pleasures, or fall into dangerous tempta- 
tions ; if we distaste the wholesome physic 
of adversity dispensed by Provideuce, or 
dislike the needful exercise^ of duty by 
God prescribed to us. 

If we do yield our advice and aid to our 
neighbour, in furtherance of any design 
which is honest and benefidid to him, we 
then unquestionably do well ; but if we do 
abet or encourage him in unjust or mis- 
chievous enterprises; if u'e render our- 
selves pandenrs to his unlawful desires, fkc- 
tors for his i^ust profits, complices of bis 
wicked practices, advocates of hb sins; is 
this true love, b thb faithful friendsldp? 
No, surely ; nor b it such toward ourselves, 
when we employ our fkculties in coutrivanoe 
or adibvement of any unlawful designs, 
however satisfactory to our desires* 

If we should iiidijSerentiy (without regard 
to the bws of piety, justice, humanity, or 
decency) espouse the interests of any per- 
aou, so that fur the promoting his designs, 
advancing hb profit, gratifying hb humour 
or pleasure, wo should violate the com- 
iiianfb of God, we should neglect the public 
good, we should work injury or mischief to 
our neighbour ; would thb dealing be al- 
lowable? Neither would it be so, if for our 
own sake, in rmrd to our private inte- 
rest, we should thus behave ourselves. 

2. If we do afoect to hold free, ainoere, 
cheerful, kiud conversation with any per- 
son, for mutual instruction and comfort, 
this b socbble and foien^ ; but if we 
maintain frothy, foul, maUokms, anywise 
pestilent dboourse, apt to corrupt, or to 
annoy him, thb b loatlisome : and so it is, 
if we keep such intercourse with ourselves, 
harbouring vain, impure, uejust, uncha- 
ritable thoughts ixfour minds^ 

If we should defer regard to any man, 
answerable to hb worth, we shoidd hereby 
practise according to the good tuIbb of 
humanity : but should we so affect or fimoy 
any man that we should care for no man 


else, should pay no due respect, cr perform 
any oilico of kindness otherwhere ; should 
take no man's word, or mind any manb 
opinion beside, nor care to converse with 
any other ; would this be love, would it not 
be ridiculous fondness? It is no less, if in 
regard to ourselves we are so morose, surly, 
or neglectful. 

If we should comply with any man's rea- 
sonable desire, thb were fair and courte- 
ous; if we should confide in the probable 
assistance of any person, this were modest 
prudence; but if we should entirely con- 
form our practice to the will or humour 
of another, against the dictates of our own 
reason, aud to the liarm of ourselves or 
others I would thb be love? would it not 
rather be vile and pitiful slavery? If we 
should without any ground, yea against 
plain reason, rely u^n the help or direc- 
tion of another, would thb be love? would 
it not rather be wild presumption? The 
same, therefore, it must be in us, if we in 
like manner are devoted to our own will, 
or confident in our own ability. 

if we should commend any man for good 
qualities or good deeds, this b honest ; if 
we should encourage him in good under- 
takings, this b charitable : but to applaud 
his defects, to bolster him in ill practice, 
this b fiattery and treachery ; and in 
doing toward others, we are not firiends to 
ourselves, but traitors and parasites. 

By such reflections aud comparibons we 
may, 1 tliink, competently uudevstuud the 
nature of that bastard self-love, which is 
BO vicious in itself, and productive of 9t> 
many vices: but more folly to display, and 
withal to dissuade us foom this vice, I shall 
particularly insist u^n the common sons 
thereof, shewing the peculiar mireason- 
ableness of each, and the mbehiefs conse- 
quent from it. They are indeed usually 
oombinod and complicated in practice, and 
have much affinity both in them nature 
and fruit; but 1 shall, as well as I can, 
abstract them one from the other, and so 
treat on them dbtinotly. They are these: 

self-cormhumce 
These 1 shall handle 
in the following Dbcourses. 


SERMON LXL 
or sstv-ooHcntT. 

2 Txw- til. — Por men shall be hvers of 
themsehm^ kc* 

1 « Tvm first and most radical kind of 
vk^ self-love b self 4 !(>noeitednessf tliat 
irhich St. Paul calleth io over* 
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MMwi, or fit think kkUhi^ hegmd , 
hn ouf^kt to mm. This do& cotiiidst 
in sevcrifel acts or insttocei^. 

Somettmes m in oinr ima^aUcm assnme 
to onrselveB perfections not Wonfi^e tons, 
in kind or in degree ; ve take ourswes to 
be other men than we are ; to be wise, to be 
good, to be happy, when we are not so; 
at least to be far wiser, better, and hap- 
pier than we are* The pleasure naturally 
Bjpxinging from a good opinion of oorselres 
doth often so blmd our eyes and pervert 
our judgment, that we see in us what is not 
there, or see it magnified andtransformed 
into another shape than its ownt any ajp- 
pearanee doth smfioe to produce such mia- 
takes^ and, having once entertained them, 
we are unwilling to depose them ; we cannot 
endure by severe reflection on ourselves to 
correct such pleasant errox's ; hence com- 
monly wo presume ourselves to be very 
considerable, very excellent, very extra- 
ordinary persons, when in truth we are 
very mean and worthless: so did St. Paul 
suppose when bo said, If a mm think hint-, 
mf to he imnethiitf^^ when he u notha^^ he 
deeeioeth himself.*- such was the case of that 
church in the Apocalypse ; 7%otf sayest^ I 
am rich, and inereaml in goods, am hive 
need of nothing; and hmoest not that thou 
art wretched and miserable:^ they were like 
men in a dream, or in a phreury , who take 
themselves for great and wealthy persons, 
when indeed tlxey are in a son y and beg- 
garly condition : into the like extravagancies 
of mistake we are all likely to fall, if we 
do not very careftilly and impartially ex- 
amine and study oturselves. 

Again ; sometimes we make vain judg- 
ments upon the things we do possoss, pi- 
xing them much beyond their true worth 
and merit ; consequently overvaluing our- 
selves for them $ the most trivial and pitiful 
things (things which in themselves have no 
worQi, but are mere tools, and coxumonly 
serve bad purjmes ; things which do not 
render our souls anywise better, which 
not breed any real content, wbtcb do not 
conduce to our welfare and happiness) we 
value at a monstrous ra4;e, as if they were 
the most excellent and admirable things in 
the world* Have we wit ? how witless are 
we in prising it, or ourselves for it i al- 
though we employ it to no good end, not 
serving God, not benefiting men, not fur- 
theringour own good, or anywise better- 
ing utxr condition with it ; although we no 
omerwlse use it, than vainly to please our- 
selves or others, that it*, ty act the part of 
Ibols or buffbons. Have we learning or 
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knowledge? then are we rare persons; not 
considering that mai]^ a bad, many a 
wretched person, hath had much more than 
we, who hath us^ it to the abuse of others , 
to tile torment of himself; that hell may 
be full of learned scribes and subtile dis- 
pttterb, of eloquent orators and profound 
philosophors ; who when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were 
th^fttl, but beceane uetn tu their imegi- 
mtions, eend their fboiish heart was dark^ 
ened:* not considering also how very defer- 
live our knowledge is, how mixed with 
error and darkness ; how useless and vain, 
ea how pernicious H is, if not sanctified 
y God’s grace, and managed to his ser- 
vice. Have we ridlies ? then are we brave 
men, as fine and glorious in our conceit 
Oh in our outward attire ; although the ve- 
riest fools, the basest and most miserable 
of men, that go on the ground, do exceed 
us therein; mthoogh (as Aristotle saitb) 
Most either not use it, or abuse if ; f al- 
though our wealth aflfbrdeth us n(» real 
benefit or comfort, but exposctli us lo num- 
berless snares, temptations, and mibchitfs ; 
although it hath no stability, but easily may 
be taken from os. Have we reputation ? 
bow doth that make us liighly to repute 
ourselves in a slavish imitation of others I 
yet nothing is less substantial, nothing is 
less felt, notiling is so easily lost, nothing 
is more brittle and slippery than it ; a bub- 
ble is not sooner broken, or a wave sunk, 
than is the opinion of mexx aJtered concern- 
ing us. Have we power? what doth more 
raise our minds! yet what is tiial couixnonl; 
but a dangerous instrument of mischief 
to others, and of ruin lo ourselvcb ; at least 
an engagement to care and trouble ? W hat 
but tW did render Caligula, Nero, and 
Domitian so hurtful to others, so unhappy 
to themselves? what but that hath filled the 
world with disasters, and turned all history 
into tragedy? Have we prosperous success 
in our afiairs ? then we boast and triumph 
in our hearts ; not remembering what the 
Wi^e Man saith, The jprospenty of fools 
deUrayetk them\* and that experience 
showeth, prosperity doth usnaiiy eilher 
find or m^o us fools that tlie wisest 
men (oa Solomon) the best mon (as lleze- 
Idah) have been befooled by it : ^ thus are 
we apt to overvalue our things, and cur- 
sives for them. ^ 
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There is no way indeed wherein we do 
not thus impose upon ourselves, either as« 
sumiiig' false, or ixwatmgtrue adTatitages t 
the general ill oonsequenoe^i of which mis- 
demeanour are, that our xainds aare st^od 
with dreams and fantastic ima^natious, 
instead of wise and sober thoughts ; that 
we misfiebave omrselves toward ourselves, 
treating ourselves like other men than we 
are, with unseemly regard ; that we eapect 
other men should have Idee opinions, and 
yield answerable deferences to us ; and are, 
if wo tiiid it otherwise, grievously offended s 
that wo are apt to despise or disregard 
others, demeaning ourselves insolently and 
fastuously toward them ; that wo ivee apt 
to seek and undertake things, which we 
cannot attain or achieve ; we neglect 
the succours needful to help or comfort us, 
and the like: which will appear more plain- 
ly by considering the several objects or 
matters in which self-conceit is exercised; 
they are et^ecially three: int^ketml r»- 
doiontfHtA; motai gudiities; adoantag^s of 
body ^fortune, and outward state, 

1 . W e are apt to conceit highly of our- 
selves upon presumption of our irdeUeetml 
endowments or capacities, whether natural 
(uH wit ^ /may ^ menwry^ judgment) or ac- 
quired (as learning^ experience)^ espe- 
inolly of that which is called wisdom* which 
in a manner com]>rehcndeth the re«(f, and 
manngeththem ; whereby we rightly discern 
w bat is true, and what us fit to be deme in any 
case i>roposed: this we arc prone in groat 
measure to arrogate, and much to wide 
ourselves therein. The world is as full as it 
can hold ol wise men, or of those who take 
themselves to be such ; not only absolutely, 
but comparatively, in dei'c^ation and pre- 
ference to all others: may it not be said to 
us as Job did *o his friends, JVo, doubt hut 
ye are the people^ and wisdom skaU die with 
you Do we not fancy ourselves incom- 
parably wise, BO that all our imaginations 
are deep and subtile, all our resolutions 
sound and safe, all our opinions irrefrag- 
ably certain, all oui" sayixM like so many 
oracles, or indubitable maxims? Do we not 
expect that every man*s judgment should 
stoop to ours? do we not wonder that any 
man should presimie to dissent li^om us? 
must am man's voice be heard when we 
speak? Do we not suppose tiiat our autho- 
rtly doth add huge weight to our wordsPf 
that it is ttn(;[uesiionabiy true because we 
say it? that it is presumption, it is temerity, 
it is rudeness hsrdly pamonable, to content 
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our dictates? This is a Oommon practice, 
and that which is often prohibited and 
blamed in scripture: Be not dsiiw in tkine 
omt eyes/ saith the Wise Man ; and, Be not 
wUe in your own conceits^ saith the aj[>ostie ; 
and, i say^ through the grace giom imto see, 
to emery nwm tfiat is among you, not to 
think of himself more kightu than he ought 
to think ; but to think soberly, according aa 
Ood hath dealt to every man tlte measure 
offaUk* 

The great reasonableness of which pre- 
cepts will appear by considering both tlie 
absurdity and the inconveniences of the 
practice which they forbid. 

If we do reflect cither upon the comnmii 
nature of moo, or our own constitu- 
tion, we cannot but find our conceits of our 
wisdom nry absurd: fur how can wc take 
ourselves for wise, if we observe the great 
blindness of our mind, and feebleness of 
human reason, hy many palpable arguments 
discovering itself? if we mai’k how pain- 
ful the search, and bow difficult the com- 
prehensieu is of any truth; how hardly the 
most ^gadotis can descry any thing, how 
easily the most judicious mistake; how the 
most learned everlastingly dispute, and tlie 
wisest irreconoileably m$h Aout matters 
seeming most familiar and facile ; how often 
the most wary and steady do shift their 
opinions ; how the wiser a man is, and the 
more experience he galnetli, the less con- 
fident he is in his own judgment, and thi* 
more sensible ho groweth of his weokness ; 
how (fim the tight is of the most perspica- 
cious, and how shallow the conceptions of 
the most profound ; how narrow is the ho- 
rizon of our knowledge, and how immen.sely 
the region of our isuorance is distended; 
how imperfectly and uncertainly we know 
those few tilings to which our knowledge 
reachetii ; t bow, answorably to such expe- 
rience, we are told in sacred writ, that 
emery man is brutish in his knowledge ; that 
the Lord knaweth the thoughts of man, that 
they are vmity; that min man woM he 
wise, though he he bom like an ass's colt 
(that is, he is naturally wild and stupid;) 
that wisdom is hid from Ike eyes of all men, 
and is not found in the land of the 
that the thoughts of mortal mm are mmf - 
able, andour demces vneeriain^^ If wf , I 
say, do consider such tilings, bow tm wo 
but find it strange that any man should 
admire his own wisdozo, seeing that he 

t Omaottuaao partem ruem Impmiiriim dirtna- 
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tnoii adjunct of his nature^ and forgftMh 
luinself to be* a man ? 

If, also, a man particularly rcflecteth 
on him&elf, the same practice nwbt necdb 
appear very ibolish; for that every man 
thence may discover in himself peculiar im- 
pediments of wisdom; every man in his 
complexion and in his condition may Snd 
tilings apt to pervert his judgment, and 
obstruct his acquisition of true ledge. 

Is his temper sangumc ? thence becometh 
he quick, rash, credulous, couddent and 
peremptory, slippery and fickle ; is it phleg- 
matic? tiicncc is he ««low and heavy; dim- 
dent, pertinacious, and stiff in his conceits: 
Ids mind is either soft and limber, so as 
easily to receive the impressions of false- 
hood speciously represented; or hard and 
tough, so that he cannot readily admit in- 
struct ion in truth, or i*orrcction of error, 
ills distrocteth, or Iiis poverty dis- 

turbeth bis thoughts; prosperity swelleth 
his mind up into vain presumptions and 
satissfaiqions, or adversity sinketh it down 
into unreasonable dc'spondencies and dis- 
likes of things ; plenty breedeth sloth, want 
createth trouble, indisposing him to think 
well ; ease doth rust his parts, and business 
woaretli them out; inclination, intercbt, 
company, prejudice, do forcibly sway his 
apprehensions; so that no man can get 
himself into, or keep himself steady in a 
perfect balance, requisite for exact judg- 
ment of tilings ; no man therefore can ob- 
tain a degree of wisdom, whereof he may 
with any reason be conceited; the wisest 
men surely upon such experience have been 
little satihfieil with their share; Hutefy 
(s<uth one) I ant mtre bt utUh than amy 
and I ha0(* not the understundin^ of a man ; 
and, Ho foolish (said another) was i, aw! 
ignotmtt; / was as a beast before thee:^ 
tins conccitedness therefore is very absurd, 
and an argument of notable ignorance and 
folly; neither is there perhaps anymore 
nlain instance or demonstration of |2^enerai 
folly rciming among men than this, that 
commoiuy we are so blind and stupid as 
not to discern and resent our own folly: If 
my mm (saith St. Paul) thinketh that he 
knumth any things he hwweth no/ any thing 
yet as he ought to know;^ that is, if any 
man conceitetli himself to be considerably 
wise or intelligent, it is a plain sign that he 
is very ignorant, and understandeth little 
to any^ purpose. 

So it is, if we consider ourselves singly; 
ja&d it is more so in comparison to others ; 
for wh<tt gronnd can a man have of arro- 
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gating to himself a peculiarity of wisdom 
or judgment ? to deem himself extraordi- 
nary in that^ to which there arc no other 
than ordinary means of arriving? to fancy 
himself wiser than any other, wlicuas (se- 
cluding accidental differences, that Cannot 
be accounted for) all men have the same 
jiarts and fiiculties of soul, the same means 
and opportunities of improvement, the same 
right and liberty of judging about things? 
Did not he, who formth the spirit of man 
within him^^ put into every man that bea- 
venJy mark, whereby we discern and judge 
of things ? is not every man conceniod in 
that saying of Elihu, There is a spirit hi 
metu find the inspiration of the Almighty 
givet/i them umlerstmding do not the foun- 
tains of knowledge (natural delight, divine 
revelation, human instruction, continual 
experience) stand open to all ; and are no 
less common to num than is the air (bey 
breathe, and the sun which equally shinelli 
on them all ? Is God, the donor of w isdoin, 
partial in the distribution of it? doth not 
that overture reach inditTercntl;^ to all, If 
any nruai lack wisdtm^ let him ask of (rod^ 
•who gioeth to all mm liheialhj^ — and d shoU 
be given him9^ m.i^ not others be as iiKjui- 
sitive, as industrious, as sincere* as we, iii 
the search of truth? wh) not then as sue- 
cessful in finding it? Is there any piivate 
chink, through which light shineth only 
upon us, or truth may he espied ? is there 
any cunning b^-jiath, in which wc alone, 
with more expedition and security than 
others in the cominou roods, i‘an travel on 
toward knowledge? What patents have W(» 
to show for a monopoly of reason? what 
right have wc to enf^’oss an;y knowledge? 
who hath granted us a privilege of sure 
judgmeni:, or an exemption from error? 
how can wc in trial of things claim more 
than a single vote ? or why should our word 
have more weight than any other? May not 
any man with as much reason prefer his 
judgment before our a, as we hefiuT his? 
and if we blame him for it, do we not there- 
by condemn ourselves for doing the like ? 
If we d<i know but the same things, or frame 
the same judgments with others, how can 
wo be conceited of that which is promis- 
cuous ? if we pretend to abstruse notions, 
or hold forth paradoxes, how can that be 
ground of boasting, seeing tlic cause stand- 
etli contested by authority no less than our 
own, and that it is vain to triumph over 
the opinions of others before we have ooii- 
quered them ? Why in such cases is it not 
reasonable to presume, that among the 
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many dissenters from us, are some 
have as much sense as we, and who 
have weighed the matter with no less care, 
no less indiflferency? In fine, may not any 
man nith good cause {iropound to us thait 
oxiK)5tulation in Job : Hast thou the 
SHTvt of God i and dost thou resttain iwe- 
d(m to thyself $ Whui knomeU thou^ that 
w know not? tohai wnd&rstandeM thou^ 
lohich is not inv$?^ 

Such conceitedness, therefore, is very 
abMird: and it is no less hurtful ; for many 
great inconveniences, many sad mb chiefs, 
spring from it, such as gave the prophet 
cause to denounce Wo unto them that are 
toise in their ovm eyes^ and prudent in their 
oum conceit it hath many ways bad influ- 
ence on our souls and on our lives ; it is 
often om* case, which was the case of B,v 
liylon, when the prophet said of it, Thy 
mut/om and thy knowledge hath perverted 
thee; for thou hast said hi thy hearty T am ^ 
and none else beside rne.^ 

It is a groat bar to the getting wisdom, 
to 1 lie receiving instruction and right in- 
loniiaiion about things; for he that taketh 
hiui^'olf to be abundantly knoa iiig, or iti- 
oi»ni}»arfibIy w'w, w ill not care to learn, w ill 
s<oiu to be taught :* he thence becoiiieth 
more ineapable of wisdom tliau a mere 
idiot ; so did Sulonum observe : St^^st thou 
vftaid he) a mmi wise in his omi vmicAt f 
there is more Jiope of a fool them of him:'^ 
cf a fool, that i« sensible of l)is ignorance, 
there may be hope that he may by instruc- 
tion beeome wise ; but he that taketh him- 
self to want no iustruetion, or to be above 
Illuming, is in a desperate coudition.f 

It rendereth men in doubtful or diflieult 
cases unwilling to seek, and unapt to take 
advice ; he will not care for or admit any 
eounsellor but 1 iinself ; beuce lie under- 
taketh and isisily is deceived, and incurreth 
disapjfoiutment, damage, disasters, in his 
afl'airs. As it is most incident to weak, in- 
considerate, laz;i? persons, who Lave not a 
capacity, will not yield attention, or take 
jiains to got right notions of things, so it 
doth smother ail industry, consideration, 
and ciroiunspection 5 for such persons think 
liiev need no labour in searching truth, no 
ear(» in weighing arguments, no diligence 
in observing things ; they can easily at fii^st 
sight descry all, and penetrate to the bot- 
tom of things ; they have at easy rates the 
pleasure of fancying themselves wise ; w^hy 
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should they spend further pains to dispos- 
sess themselves of that pleasure, or to in- 
troduce another less sat^factory ? Thus is 
the sluggard (as Solomon saith) wiser in his 
owu coweit^ than seven men that can render 
a reasm,^ 

It rendereth us very rash and precipitant 
in judging ; for the first shows of things, 
or the most slender arguments which offer 
themselves, being magnified, and aggra- 
vated from opinion concerning ourselves, 
do sway om* judgment, and draw forth a 
sudden resolution from us; if must, we 
presently suppose, be very reasonable, be- 
cause it soemeth reasonable to us. 

Hence also we persist obstinate and in- 
corrigiW<^ in error ; for what reason can 
be efiicacious to reclaim him whose opinion 
is the greater reason what argument can 
be ponderous enough to outweigh his au- 
tliority? how can he (the man of wisdom, 
the perspicacious and profound person) 
yield that he hath erred? how can he part 
with the satisfaction of being always in the 
right, or endure the affront of being any 
time buHled? 

It rendereth men peevish and morose, 
so as to bear nobody that dissenteth from 
them, nor to like any tiling whiidi doth not 
hit their fincy ; to crohs their oi>inion or 
humour, is to <h*rogate from their wUdum ; 
and being in their apprehensiou so injured, 
they find cause to Ik» angry. 

ll rendeicth them iiisoleiit, and impe- 
rious in conversation, so as to dictate, and 
unpose their conceits upon others. He that 
is conceited of liis ow^u wisdom, will ima- 
gine that upon tlial advantage he Jiatli a 
right to prescribe, others an obligation to 
submit; eo ipso he becoiiielU a common 
master and judge ; and they are culpable, 
who will not }icld him a credulous eui', 
who will not stand to his decisioii. 

Hence also do men become so carping 
and censorious ; for if any man’s words do 
not jump with their notions, it' any man's 
actions bo not conformable to their rules, 
they straightw^aj rise up to condemn them 
of folh , of faultitiess. 

Yea, hence men Iw‘eome intolerably prag- 
matical; for they conceit themselves bet- 
ter lo know another’s concernments than 
he Ipinself doth, and so will Intrude their 
a(lvi(‘o, will be angry if their advice be utot 
followed. 

To such inconveniences and iniquities 
this ill disposition evposethus, and to many 
others; for it is indeed that in effect which 
the holy ‘•criptnre reprosenteth as tlm 
source of all imjiious and wicked courses ; 
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to which men betmr themseketf, wUle tah* 
ing ihettuttlm to he wise^ do eti^y 
adhere to iMr own itoa^naJdons and di^ 
\ic«5^ elthttogh eontrary to the jpreacHp^ 
iiona of diviaae wisdom, to the dictates of 
t'ommon reason, to the admotiidoae of so^ 
her axid good men: We edU (say the^ in 
the prophet; vjdh after our am dmeee^ 
emd we wiU every one do the imaginoHon ojf 
hit eeil heart ; and, 1 kaae s^ead out my 
hands all the day imto a rfiheUums people $ 
which wedheth in a way that is not good^ 
after thmrom thoughts: and, Jfhehksseth 
mmeAL sayings I shaU have peaee^ though 
I U3alk in the imtyyination qf my heart ; and, 
So I ga»e them unto their om hearfs Inst, 
and they walked in thmr own eornsek,* 
These are descriptions of had men, imply- 
piying self-ooBceit to he the root id their 
impiety. 

2. Again, we are apt to concmt highlj 
and \ainly m our moral qualities and per- 
formances; taking ourselves for persons 
raj'cly good, perfect, mid blameless ; 
pr« tienoing no defects in our Souls, or mis- 
carriages in our Jives, although indeed we 
are as full of blemishes, we are as ^Ity 
of thults, as otliersp: There is (saitn the 
Wise Man) a generation that are pure in 
their own epcs, and yet is not waMd from 
their fiUhtiwssi^ to this generation we be- 
long, if we admire our virtues, if we justify 
our lives, if (as i< is said of the Pharisee) 
we trust in ourselves that we are righteous*^ 

This practice doth include groat folly, 
and it prtxluoetb great misebiels. 

It is very foolim, and argueth the great- 
est ignorance that can be ; for sucli is the 
impel fection, the impotcncy, the impurity 
of all nion, even or the wisest and best 
inon (discernible to thorn who .search tbeir 
hivarts and try their ways, strictly compa- 
ring them to the rules of duty, God*s la^'^, 
and the dictates of reason), that no man 
ran have reason to be satisfied in humlf 
or in his doings: every man looking into 
himself shall find his mind so pestered w**Ht 
vain and filthy thoughts; his will so per- 
verse, 80 froaard, so weak, so unste^y; 
bis denres so fond and unwarrantable ; liis 
pasinoiis so disorderly and ungovernable ; 
tus afiectiom so mispkoed, or at least so 
cold and dull in regard to their righ^ ob- 
jects ; his resolutions toward good so weak 
and slack; his intentions so ooivupt, or 
mixed with ohUqtie regards ; he that ob- 
serveib his at«tions, shali in the best of them 
(au» to the principles whence they rise, as 


to the ends they drive at, as to the manner 
of their performance) ^d so many great 
defailanoes, that be will see cause rather to 
abh(»r than to admire himself. 

Who, let me ask, doth love God with all 
his soul, so as to place in him his total con- 
tent and delight, so as to do all things out 
of love to him, with a regard to his honour 
and service ? so as to be willing and g)ad 
to mrt with ail things for his sake ? who 
haito that constant and lively sense of God^s 
benefits and mercies that he should have ? 
who bath a perfect resignation of will to 
his j^deasure, so as to be di<q>l6ased with no 
event dispensed by his band? who hath 
such a vigour of faith and confidence in 
him, as will support him in all wants, in 
all distresses, in all temptations, so as never 
to he disquieted or discouraged by them, 
so as to cast on Chd (os he is commanded) 
^1 the cares of liis soul and hardens of his 
life ? who constantly maintaineih a fen our 
of spirit, a steadiness of resolution, a clear 
and calm firamo of soul, an abstraclednehs 
of miud from worldly desires end delights ? 
who continually is fervent andundistr<Lcled 
in his devotion? who witli m unwearied 
and mc4*ssant diligence doth watch over 
bis thoughts? who doth entirely cuirimaud 
his passions, and bridle his appetites ? who 
dotli exactly govern his tongue? who is 
perpetually circumspect over bis actions ? 
who loveth his neighbour as himself, seek- 
ing bis good, and delightiiig therein as in 
bis own ; being sorry for ms adversities, 
as if they had befallen himself? wlio fecl- 
oth that contrition of spirit, that sbaiiie, 
that remorse for lus sins, <«• that <lett sta- 
tion of them, which they deserve ? who is 
duly sensible of his own iiiiworthiuess ? 
Very few of us, surely, if we exaimne uw 
consciences, can answer, that we «u’o they 
who perforin these duties; and if taoI, 
where is any ground of self-conceit ? how 
much cause rather is there of dejection, of 
displeasure, of dtsapising and detestiug our- 
selves 1 

There have indeed been sects of men 
(siicli as the Novatians and the Pelagians) 
who have pretended to perfection ttod pu- 
rity;* but these men, one would thbk, 
did never read the scripture, did never 
consult oxporienoe, did never refioct on 
tbeir minds, did nevoroomjiarc their prac*- 
tiec with tbeir duty ; had no conscience at 
all, or a very blind and stiijdd one. Who 
ran say^ I toe made my heart ctean^ I am 
pure from mymf was a question of Solo- 
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OF SELF-CONCEIT. 


sruMON LX1.3 

nK>n, to the which be thoi^t tto man 
could answer affirmatively of hino^l^t ^ 
I justify myself my tm>n mouth ahaSl c<m. 
fiemn me; if I say I m perfaet, it shffU 
prove me perverse;'* was the asseviiTatitMOf 
that pcrstai, whose viriwe had under^e 
the severest trials s In fnany things we mend 
alt* Was the confession of an apostle m tho 
name of the wisest and best men. 

Such men indeed (in contemplation of 
themselves and of tboir doings) nave ever 
been reody to think meanly of themselves, 
to af'kuowledge and bewail their tinwor- 
thincss, to disclaim confidence in them** 
selves, to avow their hope wholly to be 
repo<.ed in the grace and mercy of Codj 
(in his grace for ability to perform somo- 
what of their duty ; in his mercy for pardon 
of their <»ffc«ees ;) to confess themt»elves, 
with Jacob, less than the least of Oods 
mercies ; with David, that they are worms 
no men ; with Job, that they are offc, ^ 
inul unable to answer God^ calling thorn to • 
JurMiiiU, in one case of a thousand; that ; 
th( y Mm- themselves^ cm repent induM and 
ashes ; tliat after they have done aif^ they \ 
are uninrof table servants J And is he not i 
V017 ^**“<1 see in hii>isolf tho'»e 

pcrft‘Otion& which the gi*eatc 3 t saints could 
nol desoiy in themselves ? is he not infinite- 
ly vain that faneictli himself more worthy 
tliiin they did take themselves to be ? 

Tu fine, every man is in some kind and 
degree bad, sinfttl, vile ; it is as natural for 
ns to b(> 80, as to be frail, to bo sickly, to 
he mortal : there are some bod dispositions 
common to all, and which no man can put 
oil' without his flesh ; there are sonic to 
which every man (from his temper, incli- 
nation, and ccaistitution of liody or soul), 
is peculiarly .subject, the which by no care 
and pain can be r^tdie extirpated, but will 
afford during life perpetual mati^ of con- 
tli(‘t and i xercise to curb them ; conceit, 
therefore, of oui* virtue k very foolish. 

Vnd it broedeth many great mischiefs. 

ITonce doth spring agi»tat security, and 
carelessness of correcting our faults ; for 
taking ourselves to b(3 well, w*e sec not any 
need of cure, thence seek none, nor admit 
any.* 

Yea, hence riseth a contempt of any 
means conducible to our amendment, such 
s s ^ood advice aiid wholesome reproof: to 
advise such an one is to accuse him wrong- 
fully ; to reprove him, is to commit an out- 
rage upon his presumed intewity of virtue. 
Hence also proccedeth a ne^ect of implor- 
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iug the grace and mercy of God; hr why 
should persona of so great strengtlt crave 
Siieootur? how should they beg pardon, who 
have so little sense of g^lt? It is for a 
weak pemm to cry, Lord help me; it is 
for a publican to ^ay, God be mmdftd 
mto me a sinner 

It broedeth arrogance and presumption 
even in devotions, or addresses to God, 
inducing such persons in unseemly manner 
to justify themselves before God, to dtaim 
sin^pdar interest in him, to mind liim, and 
as It Were to upbraid him with their wtwtliy 
deeds, to thank him for their imaginary 
excellencies, like the conceited Pharisee*: 
<?od, I thank thee that 1 cm not as other 
men^eMortioners., unjust aduUsrers^^fast 
tudoe a-tveeh^ I give tithes of dll that Jpos<- 
sess.^ They cannot demean themselves to- 
ward God as miserable sinners, who fancy 
themselves as admirable worthies, and gal- 
lants in virtue. 

Also, anatural result thereof is a haughty 
contempt of others, venting itself in a su- 
percilious and ikstuous demeanour; so it 
was in the Phanscos, who (saith St. Luke) 
trusted in theinselves that they were righte- 
ow, and despised others,^ Such persons, 
observing or suspecting defects and mibbe- 
haviuqrs in others, but discerning none iu 
themselves, do in their opinion advance 
thoinsehes above tiieir brethren, and ac- 
cordingly aro })rone to behave themHolvcs 
toward them: such men as they, are the 
especially good men, 1I10 godly, the sajnts, 
the flower of mankind, the choice ones, the 
darlings of God, and favourites of Heaven, 
the S]>i'cial objeeth of divine lovo and care; 
others are impure and profane, rejf<*tane- 
ous and ro])robate people, to whom God 
bcareth no good-wul or regard. Hence 
l>rooeedpth a contemptuous dibregard or 
estrangedness towiird other men ; like that 
of those scjMiratifits in the prophet, who, not- 
withstanding they were a people provoking 
God to anger contmiaUy to his jhce^^ were 
yet, in conceit of their own spuoiaJ purity, 
reatly to say, Stand by thyself come sud near 
to nte^ for I am holier than thou; whoreaa 
those who, soberly reflocting on tiieSr na- 
ture, their hearts, their ways, do frozOc a 
right judgment of themselves, pivu b^dly 
esteem any man worse than themselves; 
th<7 perceive themselves so fesil, so dofee-^ 
tuons, so culpable, as to ftni grtwA rnmm 
for thoir compliance with those aposibo^al 
precepts: In lowliness of Utmkmmi 
esteem others better than Umstdf: Jht honour 
prefer one mother/ 
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This likewise disposeth men to expect 
more than ordinary rewd from others t 
they are much displeased, if they find 
it not in degree answerable to their conceit 
of themselves; taking them for silly, en- 
vious, or injurious persons, who forbear 
to yield it: such excellent persons must 
in all things bo humoured and cockered, 
otherwise you greatly wrong them. 

Hence also buch men easily become dis- 
contented and impatient; for if they be 
crossed in any thing, if any misfortune 
toucheth them, thoy take it very ill; sup- 
l) 0 «img they deserve it not, but are worthy 
of better usage and fortune. 

^ In fine, as this causeth a man to behave 
himself untowardly in respect to all others 
(toward (rod and toward his neighbour), 
so thence he most unliesocraingly carrictli 
himself toward himself; he is no faithful 
friend, no f^ood companion to himself, but 
a fond mimoii, a vile fiatteror, or a pro- 
fane idolater of himself; for (like Narcis- 
sus) being transported with conceit of his 
own incomparable beauty or excellency, he 
maketh love to and courteth himself; find- 
ing delight in such conceit, he by all mc^ans 
cherisheth it, globing and Jlattering him^ 
uff (as the Fh(um hath it) in kis mvn eyes: ^ 
rofirescuting his qualiticb to his imagination 
in false bhaneb, he devoutly adoreth those 
idols of his brain. Further, 

3. Self-conceit halbo frequently grounded 
upon other inferior advantages: upon gifts 
f>f nature (as strength, activitv, beauty;) 
ujK>n gifts of fortune (ho called), as birth, 
wealth, dignity, power, fame, buccess; up- 
on thube thiugh men ordinarily much value 
themselves, and arc btrangely puffed up 
with vain opinion, taking themselves from 
them to be great and happy persons ; but 
seeing (ab we touched before) these things 
aro in thembelves little valuable (as serving 
no great purpobo, nor furthering om: true 
happincbb ;) seeing they are not commend- 
able (as not depending on our free choice, 
but proceeding from nature or charted;) 
seeing they arc not durable or certain, but 
easily may be severed from Us ; the vanity 
of beif-coneeit founded on them is very 
notorious, and I shall not insist more to de- 
clare it; I shall only recommend the pro* 
jdict’b advice coueerniug such things: Let 
not the wue man ghry in his wisdom^ ndthr 
Jet the mighty mnn ghry in his mighty let 
not the rick man glory in his rickeis: hut hi 
him that gloriith glory in this^ that he 
xhrstawhth and knoweth me, th&t 1 am the 
Lotd^ uchuh ran rase hmngkindness^ judg- 
vuvt^ awhightf Harness in the earth tha^ 
* xxxvl. 2 * Jvi lY. 8S, 24 


is, nothing within us or about us should ele- 
vate our mindb, excepting the assurance that 
God doth govern the world, ^ing ready to 
protect and succour us, to dispnse mercy 
and justice to us ; bo that, how weak aud 
helplcbs soever in ourselves, yot confidbg 
in him, we shall never be overwhelmed by 
any wrong or mibfortnne. 

So much concerning self-concdt ; the 
other parts of vicious self-love may he re- 
served to another occauon. 

SERMON LXII. 

OF RELF-CONFIDKNCr., 8EI.F-OOMPLACFNCB, 
SRLr-WlLL, AND SEl^F-lNTNIUSST. 

2 Tim. iii. 2,^ For men shall he hvers of 
themeloes^ &c. 

OF 6ISLF-00NFU>£NCE. 

11. Another like culpable kind of self-love 
is that of selfeonfidenee s when men beyond 
reason, and without regard unto God\ 
providence, do rely upon themsejves and 
their own abilities, imagining that, without 
God’s direction and help, by the contri- 
vances of their own wit and discretion, by 
the prevalency of their own strength and 
courage, by their industrious care, reso- 
lution, and activity, they can compass any 
design, they can attain any good, they can 
arrive to the utmost of their desires, and 
become sufficiently happy;* not considcT- 
ing, that of God (in whose hand oar hit nth 
is^ and whose are all tmr ways^ in whose 
hand is the soul of every liuinf> linage and 
the h'eath of all mankind)*- all oui being 
and all our ability do absolutely de])cn(l ; 
that he manageth and turneth all tilings, 
dispeubing success according to his plea- 
sure ; that no good thing can be porfornw d 
without the supply and siiooour of his grace, 
nothing can be achieved without the con- 
currence of his providence ; that, the way 
of man is not in himself it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps, that the 
preparaltons of the heart in nuin^ and the 
answer of the tongue^ is from the Lord;^ 
that, although, a marCs heart demeth his 
way^ yet the Lord directeth kis ^qis; that 
no king is saved by the mnUitudeoJ an host^ 
a mi^ty man is not delivered by much 
strength^ a hor^e is a vain thing for safety; 
The race is not to the swifts nor the battle 
to the s^ong:* that (as St. Paul, one abun- 
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dantly furnished with abilities suiting his 
designs as any man can be, doth acknow- 
ledge) we are Hot svffident of (mreehee to 
think any things M our inrjficieiwy ie of 
(M:^ these oracles of truth, and even 
dictates of reason, no less than i^rinciplos 
of religion, they consider not, vdio rpimde 
in their own abilities, with which nature or 
fortune do seem to l^ve furnished them* 
This is that instance of self-love, Which 
the Wise Man biddeth us to beware of: 
Trust (saith he) in the Lord mth all time 
hearty and lean not to thine own understand-^ 
ing; in all thy ways ackntmUd^ kim^ and 
he shaU direct thy paths, ^ This is that 
which he condemneth os foolish, and opjio- 
silo to wise proceeding: Ife that trusteth 
in his ovnt heart is a fool; but whoso walk- 
eth wisely shall he delweredJ 

This is that which smotheretb devotion, 
.ind keepeth men from having recourse to 
(rod; while they think il needless to 'ask 
for that which they have in their power, 
or have means of obtaining;* this conse- 
quently d(yrivt*th them of divine aid, which 
is atfordf cl only to those who seek it, and 
confide therein. 

This often engayeth men to attempt 
things rashly, and causeth thc*m to come 
off unhappily; (rod interposing to cross 
them, with purpose to euro their error, or 
confound their i>resumptioii. 

Fj'oni hence, if God over suflFcreth thoir 
at1eii\])l to prosper, they sacrilegiously and 
})rofauely axTOgate to themselves the Suo- 
(•( ss , bucrijii ihg to th ?r own net^ and saying 
with liiiii in the prophet, By the strength 
of my hand kai v 1 done it, and by my wis- 
dom , for I atn prudent,* 

*riiis i ausoth most men to fell of true 
content here, and of happhtess tinally ; 
while taking them to be, where they arc 
not, at home, within their own harui or 
reach, thi*y uegloct to search after them 
abroad, there where tl»ey only do lie, in 
ilie iidiid and disposal of God. 

or SELI-COMPLACKNCR. 

111. A like act of bJotceable self-love is 
self complacence, that is, greatly delighting 
in one’s self, or in the goods wliSch he 
faiK^eth himself to etyoy, m in the works 
w hich he perforneth ; when men, in con- 
templation of tlielr works and achieve- 
ments, go strutting about, and saying with 
tliat vain prince, Is nox tide great Babylon 
that / hane built when, reflecting on 
tlifir possessions, they applaud and bless 
themselves, like the rich mnu in the gospel, 
* .^ 4 (jmuii mi ammuui ipfe parAbo 
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Soul (saith he, looking upon Us «M»oiiaaiito 
lated store), thou hast much goods laid sm 
for many yeors,^ Such vain soliloquies dCi 
men ordmarily make ! Thou hast (saith a 
man to bimseliO endowments ^soul; 
a wonderful skill and ability in this and 
tb^ matter ; thou art master of excellent 
things; thou hast managod very impor- 
twt badness, hast accomplished hard de- 
signs, hast achieved brave feats, with great 
dexterity and admirable success, by thy 
wit and industry; thou bast framed and 
vented verv curious orations, ve^ ihee- 
tious speeches, very nervous and pithy dds- 
course. ; thou bast put obligations upon 
this man and that; thou hast got much 
credit and interest amongst men ; the world 
much looketh on thee, loveifa and prixeth 
thee hugely, resounded with Hiy fame and 
praise ; surely thy worth is notable, thy de- 
serts are egregious; how haiipy art thou 
in beinf^ such a person, inpertonning such 
things, m c^oymg such advantages ! Thus 
with a spvtrious and filthy pleasure do men 
reflect upon and revolve in their tmnds 
the goods they deem themselves to possess, 
and the flivourable occurrences that seem 
to befall them ; being fond of their own 
qualities and deeds as of their children, 
which, however they are in themselves, 
do always appear handsome and towardly 
unto them; any little thing is great anSi 
euiinent, any ordinary thing is rare, any 
indiflerent thing is excellent to them, 
cause it is theirs ; out of aiiy thing, bow 
dry and insipid soever it is in itself, tlu'y 
suck a vain and foolish plea.sore. 

Ilonce is that honest and pure delight 
which they should taste in faith and lox c 
toward God, in the hope of future celestial 
Uiings, in the enjoyment of spiritual bless- 
ings, in the conscience of virtuous practice, 
quite choked or greatly damped. 

Hence also that hearty contrition and 
sober sadness, which, by reflection upon, 
their groat defects and fremient miscar- 
riages, thei should continually maintain in 
their souls, is utterly stifled. 

Hence also that charitable complacency 
in the welfare, and condolency wi^ the 
adversities of thoir brethren, U suppressod ; 
hence cannot they be satisfied with any 
thing done by others, they cannot appre- 
hend the worthy deserts, they cannot ren- 
der due commendation to the good deeds 
of their neighbour; for while men are so 
pleased with their own iTuaginary feiicitii s, 
they cannot well discern, they will not Ihj 
duly aflected with, the real ailvant 4 iges ur 
disabters <»f themselves or of others. 

i tiikQ xii. Id. 
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of taU^^wAX. 

IV. Anoih^r culMble kbd of is 
seffmU one^o sdf in bis 

choioe, »ad jproooeding without or offsanst 
roEaon;) when a man uoaeoDuntably or 
unreasonably, with obstinate resolution, 
imrsueth any course offensite to otliers or 
srejudidial to Idsos^fi so that he urill not 
hearken to any advice, nor yield to any 
constderation diverting him from his pur- 
pose, but nutteth off all with a — Siat pro 
nctjaec tmaitas: Say what you cau, let 
vthat win come on it, I will do aa I please, 

I will proceed in my own way; so lam re- 
solved, so it shall be.* 

This is that generally which prodnCeth 
in men the uHl&l commission ii al- 
though a|kparently contraury to their own 
interest and wdfiure, deprivingthem of the 
best goods, bringing on them most heavy 
mischiefs; this causeth them irreolalmabiy 
to persist in impenitence. Hence they do 
stop their ears against wholesome coun- 
sel ; they harden their hearts against most 
paliietica] and sofrening discourses: they 
uitMfmo their shoulder; they stiffini their 
»ecA against all sober precepts, admonitions, 
and reproofr ; i they defeat ail means and 
method of correction; they will not hear 
God commanding, entreating, prommng, 
threatening, encouraging, chastising; they 
win not regard the advices and reprehen- 
sions of friends ; the most apjiarent cons^ 
quenoes of damage, disgrace, pain, perdi- 
nou, upon their ill courses, would not stir 
them; their will is impregnable against the 
tnost powerful attempts to win and better 
them: let all the wisdom in the world so- 
licit them, with a Turn at my rewoof; it 
shall have occasion to complain, Theyemld 
hjne of my counsel^ they despised all my re- 
pro^^ 

This is that also more particularly, which 
breedeth so much nuMhief to the public, 
whhhjpestereth and disturbeth private con- 
versation : this maketh conversation harsh, 
and friendship intderahle.t >' 

Hence are men in their demeanour so 
peevish and fr oward, so perverse and cross- 
graini, so stiff and stubborn ; % with much 
inconveiuottee to others, and oominonly with 
more to themselves. 

Hence will they not submit to the com- 
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mands of thriv iiiperiora, they will not 
comply with tM ctMtomi of their country, 
thc^ will net be comphdsant in conversa- 
tion ; but every where raise fhodous oppo- 
sitions, kindle fierce contentions, muntain 
disorderly singularides: they care not bow 
for enjoying Uieir humour they break the 
peace of the world, they disturb the order 
of things^ they create tumults and troubles 
in any society, they bring vexations and 
mkehiefa on ofim, on themselves: they 
do n<A coiuader or value the great harm 
they bring upon the public, nor how much 
themselves do suffer by H; so ihey have 
their will^ what if the state be plunged into 
GonfiiSion and trouble ; what if tlieir neigh- 
bours be sorely incommoded ; what if them- 
selves lose their ease and pleasure? 

It must be just as they wiU have it : what 
if ten to one think otherwise ; what if ge- 
nerally the wisest men are agreed to the 
contrary ; what if the most pressing neces- 
sity of affairs do not admit it ; what if public 
authority (those whom all equity doth con- 
stitute judges, and to whom God himself 
hath eomnutted the arhitratiun thereof) do 
not allow it? yet so it must be, because 
they fancy it, otherwise they will not be 
quiet: so do they sacrifice the greatest be- 
nefits of society (public order and peace, 
mutual love and friendship, common safety 
and prosperity) to their private will and 
humour. 

This is that which St. Paul so often did 
forbid in word, and discountenanced in 
practice: for the edification of others, to 
procure advantage to his endeavours, to 
shun offence, to preserve concord and 
amity, he waived pleasing his own desire 
and fancy, he complied with the conceits 
and humours even of those who were most 
ignorant and weak in judgment; he even 
Subjected and enslaved himself to the plea- 
sure of otliers, directing us to do the like: 
We then (saSth he) that are strongs ought to 
bear the ijylimaties of the weak^ and not to 
please owrsehes: let every one of vs please 
Ms neighbour for his good to edification; 
for even Chrid pleased not himelf:^ (he 
a<yoineth the great example of our Lord to 
enforce his own.) Again: Give none of» 
fence (saith he), even as I please all mxn bi 
all not seeking mine om profit^ ltd 
the profit of the many^ that they may he 
saved: Be ye (herein) followers of me^ as 
I am of Chtid:^ and again, To the weak 
became I as weah^ that I might gain the 
weak: I am made all things to all men^ that 
I might by eU means save some: Though I 
he free from all men (that is, although 1 
> Hcsa 1, 2, 8 ”*1 Cor X. 83 ; au. 1. 
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nave no sup^or that can oommandtne, or ! 
oblifl^ me in theae matters), yet h 0 oe I 
made myself servant to aU^ that 1 nd^ld 
gain the What this eacellent per- 

son was in this instance of mana^ng eo« 
clesiastical discipline^ and promoting tiie 
gospel, that, both in the same cases, and in 
the prosecution of ail other dosigua, in all 
our conversation and practice, sUould we 
likewise be. 

We should in no case indulge our own 
humour or fanc^, but ever look l<i die rea- 
son of the thing, and act accordingly, what- 
ever it requireth. 

Wc should never act without striving 
with competent application of mind to dis** 
corn clearly some reason why we act; and 
from observing the dictates of that reason, 
no unaccount^le cause siiould pervert us : 
blind will, headstrong inclination, impetUi^ 
ous pasbion, .«>h<mld never guide, or draw, 
or di ive us to any thing ; for this is not to 
a<t like a man, but as a beast, or ratiw 
wor >0 than a beast; for beasts operate by a 
bimd in'>tmct indeed, but such as is planted 
in them by a superior wisdom, unerringly 
directing them to a pursuit of their true 
good : but man is left in mann contilii sm, 
lb obliged Tunder sore peiialtieb) not to fol- 
low blind iiioUnatjons or iustiuct;° btu to 
act uith serious deliberation and choice, 
to observe explicit rules and resolutions of 
reason.** 

OF BsmF-xNrsassT. 

V, Anoth(*i uulpibble sort of self-love is 
that of self'-inUrebt:*^ vihen men inordi- 
nate!} 01 nuinoderaUly do covet and strive 
to procure for thembelves these worldly 
goods, merely because profitable or plea- 
sant to ihomselves, not considering or re- 
garchng the good of others, according to 
tJie rules of justioe, of humanity, of Ciiris- 
tian charity ; when their afloctiOns, their 
cures, their endeavours, do mahily tend to 
the advancement, advantage, or delight of 
thembclveb; they little caring what cometh 
on it, who loseth, who suftereth iberebv. 

Tliov look upon themselves as if they 
were all the world, and no man beside con- 
cerned therein, or Considerable to them ; 
that the good btate of things is to be mea- 
sured by thcMF condition ; that all is wel^ 
if they do prosper an<l thrive ; all is ill, if 
they are cubappointed in their desires and 
projects. 

The good of no man, not of their bre- 
thren, not of their fiiendb, not of tlieir 
country, doth come with tlicm under con- 
sideration ; what bcaudals do ai*ise, what 
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disorders are committed, whal tntsohiefii 
are caused, they matter not, if they get 
someudiat thereby ; what if the chum or 
state be reproached^ what if the neklw 
^tu'hood be ofibnded or distimbed, what 
if the world cry out and complain, if 
become richer by it, or have their fstisim 
gratified, or find some pleasure in It? 

This is the chief spring of Iqjnatice ; 
for from hence it is, that oftentimes men 
regard not what courses diey take, what 
means thw use (how u]yiist» how base so* 
ever they be), toward the oompandug ihsir 
desi^ ; hence they trample upon rights 
they vidataalllawsatklrumofoqusdeu^^ 
they fahdjgr their trusts, they betray ihm 
Mends, they supplant ths^ n^^bour, they 
fiattei^ and ooUoj^, they wind about and 
shtdBe anyway, they detract £tom the worth 
and virtue of any man, they forge and vent 
odious slanders^ they commit apy sort of 
wrong and outrage, they (wit^ut regard 
car remorse) do any thing wbkh seemeth 
to fiirther their design. 

This is the great source of uncWitable* 
ness ; for from hence men al^ect no man 
otherwise than he seemeth able to serve 
their turn; the poor, therefore, is ever 
blighted and neglected by tliem as unser- 
viceable ; the rich only is minded and re- 
spected as cjqiable to promote their ends ; 
they become hard-hearted toward others, 
not cottsideiing or commiserating their 
cose I they WiU part w ith nidlupgfirom them- 
selves to those who need their relief ; they 
delighi in nothing which doth not make for 
their advantage; all their shows of friend- 
ship Olid respect are mercenary, and mere 
trade; they do nothing gmiCis, oi* for love. 

This is the great root of all the disor- 
ders and mischiefs in the world ; this self-^ 
love prompteth men to those turbulent 
scramblings and scuiiiingb, whereby good 
order is coufoundod ; this engageth them 
to desert then,' stations, to tiaubgress their 
bounds, to invade and encroach upon others 
with fraud and violence : did men with any 
oonsoionable moderation miud and pursue 
their own private interest, all those fierce 
animosities, tliobo fiery contentionn, those 
bitter emiUations^ those rancorous grudge, 
those calumnious supplantings, those 
fidious cozenages, those outrageous vh> 
lences, tliose factious confeduraeies, those 
seditious munqurings and lumultooua dla* 
mours, would vanish and cease ; self-inte- 
rest it is that ^ives life and nouri^meut to 
aU such practices, the which embroil the 
world in discord and disorder. It is not 
out of pure luadness ot wanton humour 
that commonly men engage themselvee 
and others in those base and troublesome 
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but out of design to get hj it $* 
how of gain to Be raked out of public mbs 
ano di^ordevs is the priiuaple tW moveth 
them< the reward tbejf proponmd to tibem- 
selvos for tbeir pains xa meddUngf towerd 
the promoting them; like those who set 
fire on the town, that they may get oj^pr- 
tuaity to ride and pUlage. 

He that takeih tdmsclf to be as but mio 
man (naturally like and equal to others), 
oonoeiving that he ought to consider the 
interest and right of other men in tbo 
same rank with iiis own, that ho in reason 
should be contented with that shoi'e which 
ariseth to him by fair means ;t who thcnco 
resolveth to be satisfied with his own lot, 
to abide quiet in his station, to ^ield the 
same deference and compliance to others 
which ho can presume or pretend to receive 
from them; who desires only to enjoy the 
gifbs of Providence and the fruits of his in* 
(luhtry in a due subordination to the public 
peace and welfare; ho will not easily strive 
or struggle for preferments, he will not 
foment emulations or factions for his ad- 
vantage, he will never design to coaen or 
supplant, to detract or calumniatu fur ad- 
vancement of his ends ; he thence will not 
contribute to the mischiefs and troubles in 
the world* 

Self-interest, therefore, is the great ene- 
my to the commonweal ; that which per- 
verteth all right, which confoundeth all 
order, which spoiieth all the convenience 
and ctnnfurt of society. 

It is a practice, indeed, (this practice 
of pursuiug self-interest so vehemently, so 
especially alxwe all things) which is looked 
upon and cried up as a clear and certalu 
point of wisdom ; the only solid wisdom ; m 
comparison whereto those precepts uhich 
pre'^cribe th<* practice of strict justice, in- 
genuous humanity, free charity, arc but 
pedantical tattles, or notions merely chi- 
merical; so the world now more thau ever 
seometh to judge, and accordingly to act; 
and thence is the state of tilings visibly so 
bad and calamitous ; thence so httle be :3es|^ 
h) dealings, theui*o so little settlement in 
aihiirs are discernible. But how false that 
judgment is, will appear if the case be 
weighed in the balance of pure reason ; 
and most foolish it will i^pear being scanned 
acootsfing to the principles of religion* 

In reason^ is it not very absurd that any 
man should look upon himself as more than 
a single person; that he should prefer 

• nulliun ftimr ssHIn arms Della iiehixit 

^mefoa vicU nierocKle.— 

t Ut qiii>equo majLimr ad eawn oommedum rofort 
a^a» Ita iniiUme mt vir bonu^ , ut qui 
yiif iiiWkPio metlantur. naUem virtutem mai 
mAitiuoU irntMUftti a c — C<c L^g 1 i 


himself before anther, to whom he is not 
in any respect superior; that he should ad- 
vance his own e(mcM»*nment^ above the pub- 
lic benefit, which oomprehendeth his good, 
and without which his ipnMl cannot subsist ? 
Can auy man rationafiy conceive that he 
can firo^ thrive or persist in a quiet and 
sweet condition, when he graspeth to him- 
self more than is due or fitting, when ho 
provoketh apinst himself the emulation, 
the competition, the opposition, the hatred, 
and obloquy of all or of many other pex sons ? 

Moy not any man reasonably have the 
same appreheUbions and inclinations as we 
may have? may not any man justly pro- 
ceed in the same manner as we may do ? 
will they not, seeing us mainly to aficct 
our private interest, be induced, and in a 
manner forced, to do the like? Thcnci*, 
what end can there be of progging ami 
scrambling for things ? and in the confusion 
thence arising, what quiet, what content 
can wc ciqjoy ? 

Again: Dofh not nature, 1^ implanting 
in our constitution a loie of society and 
aversation from solitude, inclinations to 
pity and humanity, pleasant complacencies 
in obliging and doing courtesies to others, 
apiwtites of honour and good esteem fi'oiu 
otners, aptness to at)pro\o and like tho 
practices of justice, of fidelity, of courtesy, 
of beneficence, capacities to ji'^ld succour 
and benefit to our brethren, dictate unto 
us, that our good is inseparably connected 
and complicated wifb the good of others, 
so that it cannot, without its own impair- 
ing, subsist alone, or be severed from the 
good of others ; no more than a limb can 
wiQiout suffeiinjff and destruction be torn 
from the wliob ’ 

Is there not to all men in some nie»isiire, 
to some men in a higher degree, agenero- 
sity innate, most lovriy and laudable to all ; 
which dispOBcih men with their own pain, 
hazard, and 'detriment, to suocour and rc- 
liei e others in distress, to serve the public*, 
and promote the benefit of society ; so that 
inordinalely to regard private interest doth 
thwart the reason and wisdom of nature? 

The frame of our nature indeed speak- 
eth, that we are not born for ourselves; 
we shall find man, if we coutempUte him, 
to be a nobler thing than to have been dc- 
signed to serve himself, or to satisfy his 
single pleasure; his endowments are too 
excellent, his capacities too large, for so 
mean and narrow purposes* t How pitiful 
a creature were man, if this wore all ho 
was made for! how sorry a faculty were 

X Kec nbi, bM tpti natuio k orodere niundo 

« nallosque ( atoiiis in actus 

Subrapslt, ptrtemquo tidit sibl nata voluptM 
* St. Paul, Bom. ix. 
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reason, if it served ndt to better usesi he 
dobaseth himself, he disgraoeth his xiature, 
who bath so low coucoits, aad pursueth so 
petty designs. 

Nay, even a true regard to our own pri- 
vate good will engage us not inordinately 
to pursue selfdttterest ; it being much hug- 
ged, will bo smothered and destroyed. 

As we are all born memhers of the world, 
as we are compacted into the coAimon- 
wealth, as we are incorporated into ^y 
society, as wc partaike in anj||| conversation 
or company, by mutual support, aid, 
defence, comfort, not only the comnmn 
welfare fii'st, but our jjarticular benefit con- 
sequently, doth subsist: by hindering or 
prejudicing tiiem, the public first, in con- 
sequence our particular doth sujfferj ow 
thriving by the common prejudice will in 
the end turn to our own loss. As, if one 
member sucketh too much nourishment 
to itself, and thence swclleth into an ex- 
orbitant bulk, the whole thence inourreth 
dis*»asc, so coming to perish or languish ; 
whence consequently that irregular mem- 
ber will M into a partu ipation of ruin or 
decay : so it is in the state of human cor- 
porations; he tliat in ways mmatural or 
ui^jusi (for justice is that in human socie- 
ties which nature is In the rest of things) 
droweth unto hiinsidf the juice of profit or 
pleasure, so as thence to grow beyond his 
due sisse, doth thereby not only create dis- 
tempers in the public body, but worketh 
inisehiof and pain to himself ; he must not 
imagine to escape feeling somewhat of the 
moonvouience and misery which ariseth 
ii om public convulsions and disorders. 

So d<ith reason plainly enough dictate ; 
and religion with clearer evidence and 
greater advantage discoveretli the same. 

Its express precepts arc, that we should 
rim to love our neighbour as ourselves, and 
therefore should tender his interests as our 
own ; that w'c should not in competition 
with the greater good of our neighbour re- 
gard our own lesser good ; that we should 
not seek our own things, but concern our- 
selves in tlie good of others $ that we should 
not consult our own ease and pleasure, but 
should content< dly bear the burdens of our 
bretliron: Look not eoery man to hk own 
things^ but every man ako to the thinge of 
others; Let no man seek his but every 
man another's teealth; Bear one another's 
burdens^ and so fidfil ike lase of Christ; , 
Charittf seeketh not its own:* these are! 
apostolical precepts andaphori^s; these | 
ai*e fundamental rules and maxims of our 
holy religion. 

* li. 4t 1 Cor x. S4 , Gftl. ii 6; 1 Cor. xhl. S 


It chargeth us industriously to employ 
our prins, liberally to expend our goods, 
yea fm some cases) willingly to expose aoA 
devote our lives, for the benefit of our 
brethren. 

It recommendeth to us tfao examples of 
those who have undergone unspeakable 
pains, losses, disgraces, troubles, and in- 
conveniences of aU kinds, for the mrthering 
the good of others ; the examples of our 
Lord and of his apostles, whenever in any 
case regarded their own interests, but spent 
and sacrificed themselves to the public wel- 
fare^ of mankind. 

It representeth us not only as bretoen 
of one family, who should therefore kindly 
favour, assist, and grace one another, but 
as members of one spiritual body («em- 
hers me of another')^ compacted by the 
closest batids of common alliance, aflfeo. 
tion, and interest ; * whose good much eottn- 
sisteth in the good of each other; who 
should together rejoice, and condole with 
one another ; who should care for one an- 
other’s good as for our own; looking upon 
ourselves to gain by the advant^e, to 
thrive in the prosperity, to be refreshed 
with the joy, to be graced with the honour, 
to be endamaged by tlm losses, to be af- 
flicted wdth the crosses of our brethren; so 
tliat, If (as St. Paul saith) om mead>er 
suffer^ uU the wemhers hvffiawith it; if one 
member he honoured^ all the nmeberS t ejoice 
with 

These which I have already handled are 
the principal kinds of vicious self-love: 
there are nirther some special acts of kin 
to them, sprouting from the same stock, 
which 1 shall touch; such as eain^gh^^ 
arrogance^ taUdag of one's self thinking 
about one's self. Of these I shall treat 
more briefly. 

SERMON LXIII. 

OF TAfN-GLOBX, ABBOQANCB, XJLliKXKO AND 

xuiujuaru of on£*s senF. 

2 Tim. hi. 2. — For men shall he lovers of 
themselves^ 8tc. 

OF VAXM-OIiORV. 

Whbx a regard to the opinion, or desire of 
the esteem of men, is the main principle 
from which their actions do proceed, cr tlm 
chief end which they propound to them- 
selves, instead of conscience of duty, loVe 
and reverence of God, hope of the rewards 
promised, a sober regard to their true good, 

t Horn aU* 1 Oor. xil. ss { Rom. rit 
« 1 Oor. xiL Ml. 
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thUkiiHnWbry. 8U(4i 
of lihe Pbiuriseeift, Jtfho ^ pr$y^, 
^ho gtm alma , v/ho M <dS( iaet^ tiforJui ikai 
tktg i/night he eeen ef men^ and from them 
the mrard of oatimation m& ap- 
plause:* this is that which St. Paid for- 
biddefth: tet tuffJdag he dene e«t 0 / strife 
or vctiit^lorp,^ 

When men aSbot aitd delight in pridse 
from mean or indifferent thii^; as from 
secular dignity, power, wealth, strength, 
beauty, wit, learning, eloquence, wisdom, 
or craft: as, There are many (saith tlio 
Psaimist) that boast themsehes in the muU 
Htude of their richest Nehuchadnez^ 
was raided widi the conceit of having built 
a palace frr the glory of his majesty, Herod 
was puffed niih applause for his oration, 
the (diilosophors were vain in the esteem 
meured by their pretence to wisdom,** the 
Pharisees were elevated with the |tfaise 
accruing from external acts of piety (fast- 
ing twice a-week, making long prayers, 
tithing mint and cummin ;) all wmch things 
being in themselves of little worth, the 
fccting of praise from them is manifestly 
frivolous and vain. Honour should be 
affected only from true virtue and really 
good works.* 

Those who seek glory from evil things 
(who ghry in their sfiame)^ from presump- 
tuous transgression of God’s law (hectorly 
profkneness and debauchery), from out- 
rageous violence, from overreaching craft, 
or from any bad quality, are not only vain- 
glorious, but impudent. 

When men affect praise immoderately, 
not being content with that measure of 
good reputation whiOh naturallv doth arise 
from a virtuous and blameless life. 

all other goods, so this should be 
affected moderately. 

It is not worth industt 7 , or a direct aim. 

When they are unwilling to part with 
the esteem of men upon any account, hut 
raftier will desert their du^ tlian endure 
disgrace^ prizing the opinion of me*^ be- 
fore tbe favour and approbation of God ; 
os it h said of those rulers, who heUened 
Wt our JLord^ hut because of the Pharisees 
did not mfess hm^ that they might not he 
put eut of ike synagogue^ for they heed the 
ghnrtfnusn, rat^ than the glory thd is 
of Ood:* and those to whom our Saviour 
arid Pi/w can ye MSEsoe, mho receine glory 
jfrsm one another, hut do not seek tie ghry 
that M of Oode^ 

When they pursue it irregularly, are 

Vt ae xacbl 5^ FhU It 3. * Psal. lOw 6. 
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cunning sahi. poUttc to procure it, hunt for 
it in olmqtie ways, lay ms, frm, and baits 
ffw it ; such are ostentation or things com- 
mendable, frir speeches, kind looks and 
gestures, devoid of sinoerlty, joe. Such 
wa^ amtntilous ahd popular men do use. 

This practice is xmm many accounts vain 
and culpable, and ft produceth great in- 
convemeuce.* 

1. It is vein, because unprufttable. Is it 
not a foolish tmng for a man to affect that 
which little odneerneth him to have, which 
having he^is not considerably benefited? 
Such manifestly is tbe good opinion of 
men ; how doth that reach os? Do we feci 
the commotions of their fancy? doth their 
breath blow us any good ? 

2. It is vain, b^use uncertain. How 
easily are the judgments of men altered I 
bow fickle are their conceits ! the wind of 
heaven is not more fleeting and \driab1e 
than the wind of popular air.f In a trice 
the case is turned with them ; they admire 
and scorn, they approve and condemn, 
they applaud and reproach, they court and 
persecute, the same lerson, as their fancy 
IS casually moved, or as fortune doth fa- 
vour a person. Histories are full of in- 
stances of persons who have been nou tbe 
favourites of the people, presently the ob- 
jects of their hatred and obloquy. 

3. It is vain, because unsatisfactory. How 
can a man be satisfied with the opiujoii of 
bad judges ?t who esteem a man without 
good grounds, commonly for things not 
deserving regard ; who cannot discern those 
things which really deserve esteem, go >d 
princmles and honest inteniiou? These 
only God can know, these only wise and 
good men can well guess at : it is there- 
fore vain much to prize any judgment but 
that of God and of wise men, which are 
but few. Praise hecometh not the mouth of 
a fooL 

How also can a man rationally be pleased 
with the commendation of others, who is 
sensible of his so great defects, and con- 
scious to himself of so many miscarriages ?[| 
which considering, he should be as^med 
to receive, he should in him^eff blush to 
own any praise* 

4. It is vain, because fbnd. It is ugly 
and unseemly to men ; they despise nothii^ 
more than acting out of ilds principle. It 
misbecomCth a luan to perform things for 
so pitiful a reward, or to look upon ft as a 
valuable recompense for hb performances, 


* T« Mvr* «(W turirweim, Wtt. £p G3. 

t Qnl Uedit hoo hodie» otm aoliBret idfim. 
t — StflUns hoaoras Sape dat Indighlt. 

11 FabUf lioUor Javtt, go Quern nUi luandogom * 
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there being considemtiooe flo viUEHy greater 
to induce iod encourage bim $ the en&fac* 
tionof consoienoe, tbenleening God, and 
procuring hifl fbvout; toe obtaining eter- 
nal bM^eea. 

5. It i» Tain, because unjtiet* If we seek 
glory to ouTselvee, we wrong God thereby, 
to whom the glory thereof hi due. If there 
be in ub any natural endowment consi- 
derable (etwigth, beauty, wit), it ij from 
God, the Author of our being and Hfe: is 
there any Bapervenient or ac^jUisite por- 
feclion (as skill, knowledge, wiiSom?) it is 
from God, who give us the m«ins and 
opportunities of getting it, who guided ma 
proceeding and blessed our industry:^ Is 
there any advantage of fortune belonging 
to us (as dignity, power, wealth?; it is the 
gift of God, who dispenseth these things, 
who disposeth all things by his providence: 
is there any virtuous disposition in us, or 
any good work performed by us? it is the 
production of God, wito worheth in ns to 
will and to do according to hU good pka» 
sure ^ have we am good that we can call 
our own, that we have independently and 
absolutely inad(‘ or purchased to ourselves? 
if not any, why do we assume to ourselves 
the glory of it, i»s if wt‘ were its makers 
or authors? it is St. PauVs expostulation. 
Who made thee to differ e wkat hast thou^ 
whi(h tlkou didst not receive f and if fkou 
didst receive it, wkp dost thou ghry^ as if 
thou hadst not received it 9 ‘ 

This is thal, which maketb this vice so 
odious to God, who is sensible of the in- 
jury done him, in robbing him of his due 
iionour : how sensible he is, ho showed in 
that great instanoe of smiting llorod with 
a miraculous vengeance, because he did 
not give the glory to God^i but arrogated 
glory to himself, reoeiving with compla- 
cence the profane datteries of the people* 
He hath said, I udfl not give my glory to 
another, 

6. It is vain, because mischievous. It 
corrupteth our mind w*ith a lewd pleasure, 
which choketh the purer pleasures of a 
good consclenoe, spiritual joy and peace. 

It inoenseth Gpas displeasure, who can- 
not endure to see ua aot out of so mean 
and base a principle* 

It depriveib ua of the reward due to 
good works, pertomed out of pure con- 
science, and other genuine principles of 
piety. riir fetetU* They have ihm 

Temrdd* 

7. It b vain, because unbeseeming us. 

It is obaer^able, that the word 7^ 



Ghn'y doth sit unhandsomely i^n us, 
who are so weak and frail, who are so 
impure and sinful, who are so liable to 
re^oach and blame ; it is like purple on 
o beggar— a panegyric upon a fly. When 
all is said that can well be of us, we are 
ridiculous, because a thousand times more 
might be said to our disparagement and 
dbgrace.* For one good quslity, we have 
many bad ; for one good deed, we have 
done numberless evils. The best things we 
have or do, yield greater matter dis- 
praise than commendation, being fall of 
imperfection and blemish. 

Absolutely so ; comparatively much more* 
What are we in comparison to God ; whose 
exeellency if we consider, and our distance 
from his perfections, how can we admit 
commendation? how can we take any share 
of that which is wholly his due? 

If we oomdder even the blessed angels 
and saints, aud how far short we como of 
them; wliat can we say, but praise them 
who are so worthy, and abhor otiraelvea 
who are so vile ? 

Seeing there are such objects of praise, 
how can it be cotifcrred on a mortal, vile, 
wretched creature ? 

OF aanoGANOB. 

When a man (pufted up with conceit of 
hU own abilities, or unmeasurably affecting 
himself) doth assume to himself that whiem 
doth not belong to Inm (more than in rea- 
son and justice is his due in an^ kind, more 
honour, more power, more wisdom, frc.) 

When he encroacheth on the rights, 
invadeth the liberties, Intmdeth into the 
offices, intermeddleth with the busitiesseb, 
imposoth on the judgments of others ; when 
he will be advising, teaching, guiding, 
chocking, controlling others, wi^out tbmr 
leave or liking. 

When he will unduly be exemsing judg- 
ment and censure upon the persons, qua- 
lities, and actions of his neighbour. 

These are instances and arg^ents of 
vicious self love. He that doth rightly mv- 
derstand and duly affret him^lf, will con- 
tain himself within his own bounds, wiU 
mind his own afikira, will suffer every man 
undisturbedly to use his own right and 
liberty in judging and acting. 

The effects of this practice are, disasn- 
sions, dissatisfactions^ grudges, fyt men 
cannot endure such fond and uitjttst ueur^ 
pations upon their rights, Kberties, 
their rep^tkms. 

I JebxU. If; Iia xlW.tSt JSosiN. vfl* I; U. 1 
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or r AtlOKa 0lf ONB’tl 6BLf • 

iMng abtmt ans's ^ is 
An eflfiect and manifest aigii of iminodarata 
aelf-love* 

It may seem a very sleoder and parti- 
cular mtter^ btit ia of greait tiaa to be con- 
sidered and corrected. 

To t^k mu<4i of one’s self^ of his <wn 
qualities, of his ccmoernmGnU, of his ac- 
tions, so as mtiier dovnri^tly to commend 
one’s self, or obliquely to msinuate ^unds 
of coininendation ; to catch at nroi^ie ; or, 
however, to drive on our own designs and 
interests thereby. 

It is an amment of self-love, proceed- 
ing from a fulness of thought concerning 
onp*s seif, and a fond affection to one's own 
tilings: (Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth ymketh;”' assuredly we thix^k 
much of that, and we like it greatly, con- 
cerning which we are prompt to discourse : 
the iiuaginatious and affecthuis discharge 
fhemselves ax the mouth.) 

This is a foolish and hurtful practice. 
For, 

1. It is vain, and hath no effect. We 

thereby seek to recommend ourselves to 
the opinion of men: but we fail therein; 
for our words gain no belief. For no man 
is looked upon as a good judge or a faith- 
ful witness in his own case; a good judge 
and a faithfhl witness must be indifferent 
and disinterested; but every man is es- 
teemed to be fa\ourahie, to be partial in 
his opinion concerning himself ; to be apt 
to strain a point of truth and right in pass- 
iag testimony oi sentence upon liimHelf: he, 
therefore, that speaketh of himself, is not 
believed, his words have no good on 
the hearers: it is true what the Wise Man 
observelh ; Most men will proclaim evertj 
one hii own jgoothms^ but a faithful man 
who canfindi'^ (but it is hard to find one 
uho, ill making report or passuig judgment 
concerning himself, will be faithful and 
just.) *v 

2. Yea, it usually hath a contrary 

and dasiroyeth that which it aimeth at * self- 
eouxmendatiou is so far from procumg a 
good opinion, that it breedeth an evil one. 

Men have a prejudice against what is said, 
as proceeding from a suspected witness ; 
one who is buussud by self-love and bribed 
by self-interest to impose upon them : Not 
he that eommendefh Mmelf is approved.^ 

it is fastidious ; as impertinent, insigni- 
ffcant, and insipid;^ spading time, and 
l>e8titig their ears to no purpose ; they take 

“Mtu xti S4 ■ProT M 6 •aOor ill 1 *»aCor. 
r S la vsfft 1 U, «;X4 rs uMnftt 


it for an iiytxry to avqmose them so weak 
as to be words, or frinied 

into a good conceit*^ 

It is odious imd invidious ; for all men 
do love thentoclves, no less titan we our- 
selves ; and oanuotmidure to see those who 
to advanoe themselves and reign iu 
our opinion. 

It proti^th them to speak evil of us ; 
to search for faults to cool and check us. 

It is therefore a preposterous and vaiii 
way to tMok of gaining cn^dit and love : 
men thereby xnfolubly lose or depress them- 
selves. 

Of all words, those which express our- 
selves and our things, Zand mine, frc. arc 
the least pleasing to men's ears. 

It spoileth conversation; for be that 
loveth to speak of himself doth least love 
to bear others speak of thembolves, and so 
is not attentive. 

If a man have worthy qualitic*^ and do 
good deeds, let thorn speak fur him ; they 
will of themselves extort commendation ; 
his silence about them, his socmins; to ne- 
glect them, will enhance their vrorih in 
the opinion of men. Prating about them, 
obtruding tliem upon men, will mar their 
credit ; inducing men to thmk them done, 
not out of lovo to virtue, but for a viun- 

f lorious design. Thus cUd C'icero, thu*» 
ave many others, blasted the gloiy of their 
virtuous deed’<.'^ 

3. Supposing you gel the belief and the 
praise }ou aim at, to have complacence 
therein is bad or dangerous : it is a foml 
satisfaction, it is a vicious pleasure; it 
pufleth up, it befooleth. 

4, It is against modesty. It argiieth 
the man hath a high opinion of himself; if 
be believe himself what he saith, ho hath 
so; if not, why would he persuade others 
to have it ? 

Modesty cannot w^ithout pain hoar others 
speak of him, nor can with any grace re- 
ceive commendations ; it is therefore great 
impudoaco to speak of himself, and to seek 
praise. 

5. Wt may observe it to be a great 
temptation to speak falsely. Men, when 
they affect commendation, will gladly have 
it to the utmost ; are loath to wrong them- 
selves, or to lose any thing ; they wiU there- 
fore at least speak to the extreme bounds 
of what may be said in their own behalf ; 
and while they run upon the extreme bor- 
ders of truth, it is hard to stop their career, 
BO as not to launch forth into falsehood : it 
is hard to stand u^n the brink, without 
falling into the dit<m. 

'l T'cv* Cor Xfl 11, Xl 17« 
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It is th^eford adHsaiMe in otir discourse 
to leava ooraeives out 03^ mtush as may be; 
never, if we ewa help it, to say, /, wi/ste, 
&c., neW8aeki)ntg,ooiDAion1yshuttmngaiid 
decliaing occasion to speak of oursHves : 
it will bifing mtieh conventenee and beneiSt 
to ua. 

Our discourse will not be ofFeneivr$ we 
shall deohne en^ and obloauy; v^e shdl 
uv<»irl being talkea of; we shall escape temp* 
lalions of vanity; we shall better attend to 
what others say, &c. 

If we will be hpeaking of outrselvcs, it is 
allowable to speak sincerely andunalPec^edly 
concerning our infirmities and fimlts; as 
St. Paul does of himself* * 

There are some cases wherein a man 
may commend himself ; * as in his own de* 
fence, to maiutain his authority, to urge 
Ids example, &c. ; so doth St. Paul otlen. 
He calleth it folly to boast fbecauso gone- 
rally such it is), yet he doth it for those 
ends. 

Let another prahe thce^ and not tUne 
Mtm inouth; a stranger, md Jiot thine own 
hps^ 

thinking OB OURfim.\K8. 

TMnJting of glue and pica- 

fiUTi*. This a great nourislier of immode- 
rate self-love ; for the more men indulge to 
a g<i«ing upon themselves with dtdiglil, the 
inure tiny gi’ow mJote, the more pasdnn- 
ately they come to dote on themselves. 

It is good reflect inward, and to view 
our s«mls; hut we should do it so, as to 
find a wholesome disjdeasure and regret 
in beholdine oursehes so foul and impure, 
so weak and defectuous, so ugly and de- 
formed: if we Jo thus, we siiail not o\lt- 
loie oiu*beJ\es, 

Some Genera^ Reinndm of Self Lone, 

1. To leflect upon ourselves serioudy 
And impartially, considering our natural 
nothingness, meanness, baseness, iinpcrfce- 
tion, infirniity, unworthiness; the mean- 
ness and imperfection of our 'lature, the 
defects and deformities of our souls, tlic 
failings and misdemeanours of our lives. 
He that dooth this cannot surely find him- 
self lovely, and must therefore take it for 
very absurd to dote on himself* He will 
rather be induced to dislike, despise, abhor 
and loathe himself. 

2. To" consider the loveliness of other 
beings superior to us, comparing them 
with ourselves, and observing how very 
far in excellency, worth, and beauty, they 

* Plui, wSs Tit UTMfvMl^k 
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transcend us; which if w>e do, we must 
appear no fit objects of love, we must be 
checked in our dotage, and direrted from 
this fbnd affection to ourselves. It cannot 
but dazzle our eyes and dull our affections 
to ourselves. 

If we view the qualities and examples of 
other men, who in worth, in wisdom, in 
virtue, and piety, do fiar excel us ; their 
noble endowmeofa, their beroioal achieve- 
mtsmts ; what have done and suffered 
in obc^ence to God (their strict temper- 
ance and austerity, their laborious indus- 
try, their tclf-denial, their patience, &c.) 
how can we but in comparison despise and 
loathe oimselves ? 

If we consider the blessed angels and 
saintH in glory and bliss ; their purity, their 
humility, their obedience; how con w^e 
think eff ourselves without contempt and 
abhorrence ? 

Especially if we contemplate the jperfec* 
tion, thepuri^, the nnyesty of God; how 
must this infinitely debase us in our opinion 
concerning onrsolves, and consequently 
diminish oiur fond affection toward things 
so vile and unworthy ? 

3. To study the acquisition and improve- 
ment of charity toward God and our iicigh- 
buor. This vrill employ and transfer our 
affections; these drawing our souls out- 
ward, and settling them upon other objects, 
will abolish or abate the perverse love to- 
ward ourselves. 

4. To contider, that wo do owe all we 
are and hai e to the fi-ee bounty and grace 
of God : hence we shall see that nothing 
of esteem or affection is due to ourselves ; 
but all to him, who is tlio Fountain aud Au- 
thor of all our good. 

.5. To direct our minds wholly toward 
those things which rational self-love re- 
quirclh us to regard and seek ; to concern 
ourselves in getting virtue, in performing 
our duty, in promoting our salvation, and 
arriving to happiness : this will divert ua 
from vani^; a sober self-love will atifiu 
the other fond self-love. 


SERMON LXIV. 

PROVIDE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT OP 
ALL HEN. 

Koh. xii. 17. — Provide things m 
the sight of all nun. 

The world apparently is come to that pass, 
that men commonly are afraid op ashainedl 
of religious practice, hardly dftthig to own 
their Maker by a conscientious observance 
of his laws. W^hile profaneness and wicked* 
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iieas are jorown otstrt^r^cauly «o thiit 
many deMr« tMr m ps SoAmt^ 
and virtue IM hpcmt pitifolly 80 

that how fSew have the heart and the 
openly to anaintain a due regard to them! 
Men in nothing appear so vest^ved and ahj 
as in avowing their conscience, in diaoover- 
ing a sense of their doty, in expressing 
any fear of God, any love of goodness, any 
couoern for tboir own soul, it u wifidom, 
as tihey oonoeWe, to componnd with Ood, 
and to ooUttde with the world; reserving 
for Ood some place in their heart, or yield- 
ing unto him some private acknowledg- 
ment ; while in their public demeanonr 
they conform to the world, in commission 
of bin, or neglect of their duty; supposing 
that God nut} he satisfied with the invibible 
part of his s^vioe, while men are gratified 
by visible compliance with their ungracious 
hiunuurb. 

Such proceeding is built on divers very 
fallacious, absurd, andiuoonsibtent grounds 
or pretences 5 whereby men egregiously do 
abuse themselves, and would impose on 
others ; namely those, and the like. 

They w ould not, by a fair show and sem- 
blance of piety, give cause to be taken for 
hypocrites; wherea«i, by dissembling thoir 
conscience, and seeming to have no fear of 
QtHl before their eyas, they incur an hypo- 
crisy no less crhuinal in nature, but far 
more dangerous in consequcnc^, than is 
that which they pretend to decline* 

They would not be apprehended vain- 
glorious for ufibciiDg to servo God in the 
view of men ; whereas often at the bottom 
of their demeanour a most wretched and 
worse idian phamaical vMn-glory doth lie; 
they forbearing the perfot*nawcc of their 
duty merely to shui^ Uio censure or to gain 
the respect of the vilest and vainest per- 
sons. 

^ They would be deemed exceedingly ho- 
nest and idncere, because forsooth their 
piety is cordial, mite, ami void of sinister 
regards to popu&r esteem; whereas p^- 
tiiu integrity is gross noubetise; whereas no 
pretence can be more vain, than that we 
hold a faidiful friendship or hearty respect 
for God, whom we openly <Bsolaim or dis- 
regard ; whereas also it is easily discernible, 
that although their piety is not, yet their 
impiety is popular, and afrectedjbo ingra- 
tiate with men* 

They would be taken for men of brave, 
courageous, and tnasyiudhie spirits, exalted 
above the weaknesses pf snparbtitkm and 
scrupulofaily ; wheruas^ indijsed« out of the 
basest cowai^ce, askd a dread to oftod 
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sorry people, they have not a heart to act 
according to tbew duty, their judgment, 
Uieir best interest. 

They would aOem very modest in con- 
oealing their virtue; while vat they ore 
most impudent in ^sclosh^ their want of 
conscience; while they are so presumptu- 
ous toward Ood, as to frovake him to his 
fern by tbeir disobedience;^ while they 
are uot ashamed to wrong and scandalize 
their brethren by thefr ill behaviour* 

They would not bo uncivU or discour- 
teous in thwarting the mind and pleasure 
of their company ; as if in the meantime 
they might bo most rude toward God in 
afiropting his will and antbority ; as if any 
rule of civility could oblige a man to for- 
feit his salvation ; as if it were not ratlior 
most cruel disoourte^ and barbarous in- 
humanity to oountenanee or oncourage any 
man in courses tending to his ruin. 

They would not be angular and uncouth 
in discosting from the common road or 
fashion of men ; as if it were better to 
leave the common duty than the common 
faults of men; as if wisdom and virtue 
were ever the most vulgar things; as if the 
way to heaven were the broodcbt, and the 
most beaten way ; as if rarity should abate 
the price of good things j as if conspiracy 
in rebellion against God might justif} or 
excuse the fact ; as if it were advihable to 
march to hell in a troop, or comfortable to 
he there for ever among the damned crew 
of associates in wickedness. 

They cannot endure to be accounted 
zealots or bigots in religion ; as if a iniui 
could love or fear God too much ; or be 
over-faithful and careful in serving him ; 
as if to be most earnest and solicitous (not 
in promoting oar own fiuicies, but) in dis- 
cbargiug our plain duties could be justly 
itproachablc, or were not indeed highly 
commendable. 

These things 1 may hereafter fully de- 
clare; in the mean time it is manifest that 
such a practice is extremely prejudicial to 
religion and goodness; so that it may be 
very usefrd to employ our meditations upon 
this text of the apostle, which directly doth 
op^se and prohibit it. 

The same text he otherwhere (in his 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians) doth 
repeat in the same terms (only inserting 
a clause more fully explaining Ms sense), 
backing his precept wiih bis own example ; 
for We, saitn he there, did so manage the 
busumss of coUectiug mod dispensing tdms, 
as to emeHA that any man ihtmd hla^ us in 
thi$ obtnzdoacs » admmstered by ns; 

»Imi bv 3; Jtr.vl 17, ^ul 13 
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pn/tmUng far kmi^t ont^ in Um 

night of the XiHfrd^ hut in ike night of mens 

Tlie words do Imply a precept of very 
loirge extent, and tonobin^ a of 

our duty; eves all thereof vnUoh h publio 
and visible; for which we are acoOimt- 
able to the wcdid, whereof man can take 
any cognisance; which conoenneth all onr 
speech and conversation, all our dealing 
and commerce, all ouT depoiMont relating 
to human society, dvil or sjoiritttal* 

1 9]^ ^rst a little eoustder its meaning 
and designs then I shall propose reasons 
and inducements to its observance; then J 
shall declare the folly of those principles 
and pretences which obstruct that obsm*- 
vance. 

L The meaning of it is, that we should 
have a special rare of our external detm^an- 
our and eouversation, which cometh under 
the view Rud observation of men ; that it 
be ex(*mpted from any offonoe or blame 
yea, that it be comely and commendable* 

The terms in which it is expressed 01*0 
jnol ahly eiiipliatical 5 we are directed rj 
to provide^ to \tse a providence and fore- 
cast in the ca«ie: ere wc undertake any 
design, we bhou Id doUberate with ourselves, 
and consider on wh'd theatre we shall act, 
what persons wdll be spectators, what com 
ceils our practice may rdise in tlicm, and 
what influence ]>n»bal)ly it will have on 
th<*m. Wo fchouhl not rush on into th^ 
public view with a precipitant rashness, 
01 blind negligence, or contemptuous dis- 
regajrd, not caring who stondeth in our 
way, who marketh wliat we do, what con- 
sequence o’u prorceding ma} have on the 
score of its being public ana visible: we 
should advise betorehand, lay our business, 
and on »ct purpose order our bohavtour 
with a regal’d those to whose sight and 
notice we expose it, foreseeing how our 
actions may affect or incline them. So we 
must provide; what things? things 
fair and handsome ; things not only good, 
innocent, and inoffbi^ive to the si^t of 
men ; but goodly, ploasant, and acceptable 
to well^diimosed behoklcrs; such as our 
apostle doth otlierwhere recommend, when 
he chargeib us to regard, Sett tehat- 
eoer tkinge ore wnerahle^ what^ 

ever things are lowly ^ whatever 

things are of good d to teruon, whaU 

eoerthings are lauid^k S and when he doth 
exhort us to walk handsomely 

and decently, in a comely garb and fariuoh 
of life this may add an obligation to some 


things not directly prescribed by God, 
which yet may serve to adorn religion, 
but it oatmot detmek any thing from what 
God hath oomnumded ; it doth comprehend 
all instances of piety and virtue pracUoable 
before men; itceilainh doth exclude all 
commission of sin, and omission of duty, 
for that nothir^ can be fair or handsome 
wMch is ufriy in God's sight, wliich doth 
not suit to his holy wilL 

Such things we mdst provide, 
ironm before all men; not only 

beftwe some men, to whom we bear a paas 
tkular respect, of whom we stand in awe, 
upon whom we have a design; but uni- 
versally before all men, as having a due 
eottsideration of all tlioso upon whom our 
de]^ertm<>nt may have influence ; not des- 
pising or disregarding the observation of 
the mean ’st or most iueonsiderable person 
whalcvor. 

But in this practice, to avoid misappre- 
hensions, we must distinguish ; for it is not 
required that we should do all thiugs open- 
ly, nor intended that wo should do any 
thing vainly ; but that we should act con- 
stantly accor^tig to the nature and reason 
of things, with upright and pure intention : 
the apostle doth not mean that in our prac- 
tice w« sltould resemble the Pharisees, 
wh<nn imr Lord reprovetli for doing their 
aim before men, for lovir^ to pray standing 
in the synagogues^ for doiHg all their works 
to he seen of men; petforming those acts 
of p^y openly in the Oomers of ike street^ 
which should have been done secretly tn 
the clotet , * and so doing them out of va- 
ni^ and ambitious design, to pi*ocure tlte 
guod opinion and praise of men : he doth 
not intend that we should aiisunie a formal 
garb of singular virtue; that we should 
aim to seem better than w^e are, counter- 
feiting any point of religion or virtue ; that 
wc should affeet to appear evon as good as 
we are, exposing all our piety to common 
view; that wo should soimd a trumpet be- 
fore ua,^ makfog an ostentat^ of any ^od 
deeds, oatohing at reputation or applause 
for them ; that we should do any commen- 
dable thing chiefly to obtab the good opi- 
nion of ihe world, or toosoapie ita eeuaure: 
inflmtoly for it was fromtha apostle's in- 
tention, that ww should be like those mhUnd 
sepMres^ whUth appear bemttifaU outmerd^ 
but are within faM^f dead meets hmee and 
all undetmnese; that is, like fboso Phari- 
soea, who.dhf r^teous^ 

hut uflthfo wsw md vni* 

qvitys^ No; 
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« In some cases we must be reserved, and 
oar virtue close to om’selvesi and 
ever under a &lr show there must be a 
real substance of good, together with an 
honest iutenilpii of hei^;* a good con- 
suienoe must always lie at the bottom of a 
good conversation; the outside must be 
good, but the best side must be inward; 
we must endeavour to sanctify our life and 
conversation, but we must esiieciaUy labour 
to purliy our hearts and affections. 

Join the precept with others duly limit- 
ing it. and It doth import, that with pure 
sincerity and unaffected fumplicity (void of 
any sinister or sordid design) we should in 
all places, upon all occasions, in all mat- 
ters, carefully discharge that part of our 
duty which is public, according to its na- 
ture, season, and exigency, that is, publicly ; 
not abstaining from the practice of those 
good deeds, which cannot othen^ise th«ui 
openly be well performed; or the conspi- 
cu(jus performance whereof is absolutely 
needful in regard to God's law and tlie 
satisfaction of our conscience, is plainly 
serviceable to tlie glory of God, is very 
conduciblc to the edification of our neigh- 
bour, or wliich maybe useful to good pur- 
poses concurrent with those princmal ends; 
wo should as good trees from a deep ro<»t 
of true piety, in due season naturadly, as 
if were, shout forth good fruits, not ouly 
pleasant to the sight, but savoury to the 
Usie and wholesome for use ; 1 as St. Pagl, 
who, ns he saith of himself, that he did 
promdf things honest in the sight of aU men^ 
so he als<» doth affirm, that Ms rejoicing 
was f/«a, the testimony of his conscience, 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity — 
he had his eonversatton in the world, ^ 

There are indeed some duties, or works 
of piety and virtue, the nature whereof 
directetb, that in the practice of them we 
should be reserved ; such as those wh^ein 
the world is not immediately concerned, 
and which may with best aclvantage be 
transacted bcitweenGodand our own scmla; 
as private devotion, meditation on God's 
word and will, the discussion of our con- 
sciences, voluntary exercises of penitenoe, 
and the like ; such also be those wherein 
the intervention or notice of few persons 
la required; as deeds of pai'ticular charity 
in dispensing alms, good advice, firiendly 
reproof ; the which sort of duties our Lord 
hath taught us to perform in secret,^ or as 
closely as we may; studiously keejiingour 
observance of them from the eyes of men; 
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thereby assuring our oneerl^' to ourselves^ 
and guarding ouT practice &om any taint 
of vanity or suspicion of hypocrisy ; as also 
in some cases avoiding to cause jmjudice 
or offence to our neighbours: Tube heed 
(saith our Lord) that ye do not yottr aim 
before men ; and, Thou, when thou j^yest, 
enter into thy closet; and, Thou, w/tem thou 
fastest, annoint thine head and wash thy 
face, that thou apvcoar not unto men to fust; 
and. If thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go am tell him his fault between thee 
and him alone,^ 

But there are divers other duties, the 
discharge whereof necessarily is notorious 
and visible ; the public being the stage on 
which they are to be acted; the transaction 
of tlicm demanding the intercourse of many 
persons, who arc the objects or instruments 
of them, or are somewise concerned in 
them; such is that negative duty, of a ge- 
neral nature and vast comprehension, which 
wc may cull innocence that is, a total 
abstinence from sin, or forbearance to 
transgress any divine command ; vihich is 
a part of Job's character : That man was 
perfect and upight, one that feared God, 
and eschewed end;^ the whuh duty, being 
to be practised at all times in every place, 
cannot avoid being observable. 

Such are also divers positive duties ; for 
such IS the profession of our faith in G(xl, 
and acknowledgment of his heavenly truth, 
revealed in the gospel of our blessed Sa- 
viour ; which is styled voifessmg our Lord 
bejore men^ and is, as St. Paul telletli us, 
imlispcDsably requisite to salvation. 

Such is joining in tliat publio adora- 
tion whereby the honour and authr>rity of 
God, ai‘e upheld in tlie world with seemly 
expressions of reveience; the which is to 
be performed wdonmly, and, as the holy 
Psalmist speaketh, in the midst of the eon^ 
gregation,^ 

Such is zeal in vindication of God*s ho- 
nour, when occasion reqiurctli, from blas- 
phemous aspersions, or from scandalous 
offences against it. 

Such are justice, equity, fidelity, and 
ingenuity in our dealings ; meekness, gen- 
tleness, patience, kmdness, and oourtc^y 
ill our converse ; peaceableness in our car- 
riage, and charitable beneficence ; the ob- 
jects whereof are most general, according 
to those apostolical precepts: Tfatt our 
moderation (or our equity and ingenuity) 
be hnown unto all men, that we show all 
meekness to all men ; that we must not strive 
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hut be gentle unto oU men ; that we be 
tient toward cAl men ; that we ^me peace 
with aU men ; that as we hem opportunity^ 
we should do good unto aU men t should 
abound in hoe one towards another^ and 
tofioards aU men ; should ever foUow that 
which is go6d^ both among owrsehses and to 
all men ; should liberal^ distrihute to the 
saints and to aU nm ; in performing which 
so general duties, how can a man pa<}8 in- 
cognito f how can he so deal with all men 
indisceruibly 

Such ure likewise gravity and modesty 
in our behaviour; sweetness, soberness, 
aptness to profit and edify the hearers in 
our discourse ; moderation and temperance 
in our corporeal eiyoyments; industry in 
our business and the works of our calling ; 
integrity in the management of any office 
or trust conimitted to us ; a constant }>rac- 
tico of which virtues is not only enjoined 
to us as (4or particular duty, but for public 
example.* 

Such are seasonable defence of the truth, 
and opposing of error; the commendation 
of virtue, and reprehension of notorious 
sin, with the like, 

Such things must be practised, because 
indi'^pensabU> duties ; but they cannot be 
done tmt of sight, or barring tlie observa- 
tion of men; they do involve publieiiess; 
tliey carry a light and lustre with them, 
attracting all eyes to regard them; it is as 
im})ossihle to conceal them as to hide the 
sun from all Uic world, or to conceal a city 
that ,iet upon a hill; for nothing^ as St. 
Chr)s(‘stom saith, doth retuhr a man so 
iUystfinus^ althongh he ten thousand times 
would be hid^ as an open practice of virtue 
Wherefore, tfwwoiksof mercy ^ saith St. 
Austin, the affection of charity^ the sanctity 
of godliness^ the iucon nptnet^s of chastity^ 
the modcratio} of sobriety^ these arc per- 
petually to he held^ whether we are in the 
pnblic or at home; whether btfore mm or 
m the closet^ whether we speak or keep si- 

/djrwY'.f 

In the practice of them, it is true, we 
mainly should respect the approving our 
ronscieneo to God, wlih expt*ctation of our 
recompense from liim; not being much 
com^erned in the judgment or pleasure of 
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men, purely considered in themselves ; “ not 
aiming at any interest of credit or pro^t 
fi*om them as a leward of our work4 tVe 
ovght^ as St, Austin saiUk, while we do 
good, to he seen^ but ought not to do it that 
we may he seen ; the end of our my. the 
bound of our comfort^ should not he thote; 
so we should think ourselves to have 
obtained the whole fruit of a good teorh^ 
when we have hem set^n and amtmended*^ No, 
whatever we do^ we should, as the wostlo 
directeih, do it as the servants of Christy 
doing the will of God from the hearts doing 
it heartily as to ike Xore/, and not unto 
men; knomng that of the Tsxrd we shall re- 
ceive the reivard of the inheritance.^ 

Yet nothing in the moan time should 
hinder ns from performing such necessary 
duties; etrictly and exactly, with our most 
diligent <'arc and endeavour, even in that 
light whicli their nature doth carry in it. 

How much soever of our virtue or piety 
oul of humility or modesty we may conceal, 
yet we must be careful of discovering aiiy 
vice or irreiigiou, either by notoriously 
committing any thing forbidden by God, or 
omittiiig any thing coimnaiuled by him. 

This we should not do upon any terms, 
upon any pretence whatever; no wick d 
fashion should on^age us, no bad example 
should inveigle us, no favour of men should 
allure us, no terror shouhl scare us there- 
to } we should not out of fear, out of sliame, 
out of complaisance, out of affected pru- 
dence or politic design ; out of deference 
to the quality, dignity, or authority of any 
person , out of regard to any man’s desire 
or pleasure ; we should not to decline of- 
fence, envy, blame, reproach, ill treatment, 
or upon any such account, comply in any 
sinful practice, waive any duty, neglect any 
season of performing a good deed, where- 
by we may glorify God or edify our neigh- 
bour, or promote the welfare of our owu 
bonl* 

To such a practice, according to the 
intent of St. Paul’ s ii\junctit»n, we are ob- 
liged; and thereto we may be induced by 
divers considerations, particularly by ihoso 
wiiicli wo shall now propose. 

1. We may consider that the public is th j 
propel*, natural, and due place of giiod- 
ness ; it should dwell in the light, it should 
walk freely and boldly e\ cry where, it sliould 

% non cum fama sed oum rerum astufW ds- 
Uborondum ost.— Fp. 81, 

(j 8i time 4 Mpoctatoros non habebSs imUstors**; 
(tenet ergo vidcH, fto»d ttOn hoc deboH laci^ro, ut 
videarlt, non ihl debut es<te Imis gaudii tui, tu>n ibi 
tisnulDuH Imniiw ruw, nt patee te totum tVnetum eon- 
scent uni esse bom operis. cum visus Oicris «tque teu- 
datufl — Ji»d. 

“ 1 Cor IV 3 , I Then u 4, h , Gal i iO, 
iSpli. VI. 6; C«ii. til. 23, 24. 
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expoj»e itself tjo open thut it may 
receive from rational creatures its dwe 
approbation, respect, and praine;* it )by 
publicncss is advanced, and the more it 
doth appear, the more beautiful, the more 
pleasant, the more napfulit is;^eldmg tW 
mirer lustre, the prater inflttcnOe, the 
better effects ; thereby diffusing and pro- 
pagatii^ itself, becoming exemplary, in- 
atructive and admonitive ; drawing lovers 
and admirers to it ; exciting and cnoourar 
ging men to embrace it; wherefore ills 
very absurd that it should diulk or sneak ; 
it is a great damage to the public that it 
should retire firom common notice. 

On the other hand, it is proper for wick- 
^ness never to an{>ear or to show its head 
in view ; it should bo condned to darkness 
and solitude, under guard of its natural 
keepers, shame and fear;f it should be 
exterminated frf)m all conversation among 
ratioiud creatures, and banished to the 
infernal shades : publioness doth augment 
and aggravate it ; the more it is seen, the 
more ugly, the more loatlisome, the more 
noxious it h; its odious shape being dis- 
closed, its noisome steams being dispersed, 
its pestilent effects being conveyed thereby. 

Wherefore, to smother virtue (that fair 
child of light) in privacy, and to vent sin 
{itw tvorks of darhn/Ghs) openly, is quite to 
transplace things out eff tbeir natural situa- 
tion and order ; according to wbicli we 
are taught by our Lorvl, that he that doetk 
truth corneth to the UglU^ that his theds ^nay 
he manifest; and by St. Paul^ that every 
vtte who doeth evil nalcth the light ^ neUher 
vometh he to the light ^ lest his deeds should 
be teproved:^ so indeed it is, and will be, 
uhit'i'e conhcience retainetli its due sway 
and force ; where a due respect and reve- 
rence are preserved for guooness. 

As that any good conwth trom detection 
of sin is an accidental advantage; so that 
any mischief doth ever follow the mani- 
festation of vh*tue is an unnatural abuse ; 
the which may well be prevented: there 
can be no danger of acting any goodcjaost 
evidently, if we do witlial act sincerely, 
having purified our hearts ff*oin dishonest 
intention and ik>m ambitious iimity; tlie 
f< ar of ^hich should not wholly drive vir- 
tuc under tiie hatches aud bring vice upon 
the stage. But, 

2. We should consider, that wc cannot 
rcall} b any competent or tolerable mea- 

* Uoiia eoiiecwntift iffodlre wtH €ft eonii^ei, ipias 
m * V tfft totif bras timet — Vf)». Jsp. 37. 

t ^ malum aut ttmors aut cudore nstitta per- 
Aiut -Jtrt Afhil cap 1, Jofixidv 13-17. 

’'Horn \hS. W* Kph,v. lU 
John in. SI , £p> v 13 


sure be good men, without approving our- 
selves such b our conversation before men, 
W’hatever may be pretended, it com- 
monly doth happen, and it ever is to be 
suspected, that the bvwble piety which is 
not accompanied with visible conscientious- 
ness is fal^e, or is no piety at all; or that 
they who have little care and conscience 
to serve God publicly have much less to 
serve him privately ; or that such as betray 
a scandalous negligence of their ways will 
hardly maintain a careful watch over their 
hearts ; for the same causes i,bo it profane 
infidelity, or looseness of princijdes, or 
supine incogitancy, or sloth, or stupidity) 
uhich dispo<^o them to disregard God and 
his laws before tht‘ world, inure* effectually 
wili incline them to neglect God and ibi*get 
their duty by themselves, where beside 
their own conscience there is no witnt'ss, 
no judge, no censor to encourage or re- 
proach them, lint admit it possible, and 
put case, that sometimes the heart and con- 
versation may not run parallel ; that a man 
may better govern his interior thoughts 
and affections than he d(»tli manage his ex- 
terior behaviour and actions; that a man 
secretly may cleave to God, although he 
stemcth openly to desert him; yet tbs will 
not suffice to constitute or denominate a 
man good; because much of goodness, as 
we have showed, even the nobler half 
thereof (that part wher(*by God is must 
gloritied, ami whereby the w orld is most 
benefited), doth lie in open and visible prac- 
tice: that virtue tlierefore must be very im- 
perfect, that obeditiK-o mast be very lame, 
which is defi(*ieiit in so great a part.^ 

As there » an be no fair prt tence to good- 
ness, where so little tb*r(*of is consjdciious ; 
so there can be no real integrity thereof, 
where w> much of duty is wanting. 

Our l^ord hath taught us, that every tree 
is knoiiii hy iU fiuit; and St James aaith, 
that faith isshtwed by umh;* and so it is 
flmt a man can hardly he good in any rea- 
sonable degree without appearing such. 
Impiety may, but piety cannot be qmte con- 
cealed. Afi gold may be counterfeited (for 
all is not golu that glistereth), yet true gold 
always doth look like gold; so although 
bad men sometimeH may seem good, yet 
^ood men also must seem sueb, appearing 
in tbeir own native temper and lustre. 

Goodnc-ss cannot be disguised in the 
shape of evil, because simplicity and inno- 
cence are essential ingreiuents of it: any 
mixture of notorious sin, any visible neglect 
of duty assuring (yea formally making) a 
want of it, or a real defect tberein: it may 
’ James iL 10. ■ Luke vi. 44 *, Jamoa li IS- 
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be daubed with false aspersioua, it may be 
dimmed by the bre&th of unjust and un- 
charitable censures ; but, wiping them off, 
its natural hue certainly will appear. 

Wherefore, if we wowW satiny ourselves 
in our own consciences, or justify ourselves 
to others, that we are truly good, we must 
fwithout Duality, or distmrashing be- 
tween public and private) like the holy 
Psalmist, Aowe remet unto all Ood*s coth- 
mandmentss we, like Zachary and Eliza* 
bet h, must walk m all th commandmfats and 
cfrdinames of the Lord hlomelm; wc must, 
like David, areompUsh all God's will,*' we 
imust observe St. raursrule^^o w 

ravrii from l>oth ewry kind of 

eml and evcrif had appf*arani B nt f urther , 

3. A great care of our good behaviour 
before men is necessary iu rc^'^rd to Al- 
mighty God; whose just interi“t is pre- 
fctTvcd, whose due honmge is miid, whose 
liunour is promoted thereby ; the same Ik*- 
iiig greatly prejudiced and impaired the 
contrary derailance. 

If is a clear point of justice toward God, 
as to render oil obedience to him, so par- 
ticularly that which eonsisteth In an open 
acknowicdgincjitand service of him ; fm* as 
ho made and doth preserve not only the heart 
but the lougiic, the members, the ■whole 
man, so all must concur in rondoriiig their 
tribute of reverence and bcvvice to him.® 

The apostle doth prescribe, that what- 
ever we do^ tf'e should do all to the glory 
of God and well he might, seeing that to 
gloriiy God is indeed to execute the main 
d(*.sigu of our creation, to apply our facul- 
ties to th*’ir best u^e, to aclnevo the in<»sl 
proper and most excellent work whereof 
we are capable; t(» do that which is the 
worthi* st and happiest employment of an- 
gels, wdiicb all the coinpaaiy of heaven, with 
nuist ar<li»nt desirf*, with most zcoiloua am- 
bition, with restless ondeaiour, <loth pur- 
sue; and this wo cannot belter, wo cannot 
otluTwiso do, than by an appaient go4»d 
conversathm. For, 

lie that apparently in all his actions 
maketh conscience of obeying God’s laws, 
therob) doth eviflcLoo his firm persuasion 
fonceniing the existence and providence 
of God; doth adhere to him again'^t all 
adversaries of piety, and all temptations to 
rebellion; doth avow his sovereign majest)' 
and authority; doth yidd him daa venera- 
tion and obeihencc; dotlj show ri^it ap- 
prehensions of him, and just adectious to- 
wards him; implying that he doth most 

• rk- fuv* *• ( Niltcli. xv. 39, 

40,) Pisal oxix.6; LuVel G, Act* xjil. rSi « 1 Tbtes. 

V 23 * lluui. xli. 1. * 1 Cor X. 3) 


highly esteem him, doth most heartily love 
him, doth chietly dread him, doth repose 
his trust and hope in him for all hia hap- 
piness ; hath a great opinion of hia wisdom, 
a great awe of hb power, a great sense of 
his goodness ; the which practice is iu Hself 
a direct and formal glorification of God, 
in his own person. 

* He also thereby doth further promote 
the glory of God, instructing, exciting, 
and encouraging others to the like prac- 
tice of deferring respect and service to 
God ; for naturally men have such a ca- 
pacity, such aptitude, such proclivity to 
religion (or to the a^nowledgment and 
worship of their Maker), that when they 
behold others seriously and earnestly pur- 
sniiig it, they are easily drawn to conspire 
therein, especially these who are not utterly 
perverted and corrupted ill custom. 

And wdiereas good conversation hath a 
native beauty, affecting beholders with de- 
light ; whereas the fruits of virtue have a 
pleasing sweetness, grateful to all who taste 
them ; * men from that sight and that sense 
will priH^ently be moved to commend the 
wisdom, and to bless the goodness of him 
who wa<4 pleased to institute so excellent a 
religion, to enact so beneficial laws, to pre- 
scribe so wh4>lesome duties tf» us : for when 
(saith the most divine Father f) an infidel 
shall see fhee^ a believer^ to be »«rsffT«A^otfv 
— staunch^ sober ^ orderly^ he will he astonish- 
ed^ and will sny^ In truths great is the God of 
Chrid intis ! What men hath he made! what 
jiersmts out of what persons hath he made 
theml how from men Hath he made them 
angeUt If one sdfuse them^ they do not rail; 
if one smile the/n^ they do not resent; if one 
injure them^ they pray for him that diwth 
the offence ; they know not to remember ill 
tums^ they skill not to be oain^ they haoe not 
learnt to /is, they cannot alwle to forswear^ 
t>r rather to swi*ar at uJl^ but sooner would 
okoose to have their tong\ie cut than to 
let an oath slip out of their mouth. 

So may we really glorify God ; and other- 
wise than by open practice we cannot do it ; 
for glory doth require a public stage ; it 
implying, as Seneca saith, the consent of 
many worthy j^sons declaring their esteem: 
it being, a^ Cicero defltieth it, the agreeing 
praise of good nien^ with r,n incarrupUd oUe 
Judging welt of an excellent virtue, % 

* 'Af*rnr krtturtf vffuot /mv r£t iiSimv 

hs9,«tuitT»H Kp M 

t "Omt' yet^ 0sT«9T«rt ao."-< hry«i S24.V 

t Glorok multf^pum exigit- t'antcutin* 

in hoc plurt*s et prwstanieB viri debeut, 

etaritiuiMt. -Sm Ep 102. 

Gloria vat conseutlena laua boiioruro tiicorvurtn 
vove benv jutlirantmuv do o&oflltmte viroitf Or 3 ; 
Twtt <HoTiaoi>t trequcnfi (lt»ai>4iuv loiaiwoKua 
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Wherefore toward cnir being enabled to 
glorifjr God, two things must concur j that 
ue be good men, and that we be openly 
such- 

That we be good men, because other- 
wise our commendation will have no worUi 
or weighty for praise is not comely in the 
mouth of sinners,* It is no ornament to be 
commended by ill men , to whose words littll 
regard is duo, little trust can be given. 

That we be good openly, avownig God 
in practice conducing to his honour; othcr- 
wiso no glory can accrue to him from our 
goodness : we ma} serve God, and jdease 
him in private ; but we eaimot by that ser- 
vice glorify him ; at least at present, and 
here in this world. It is tnie, the doaest 
piety uill yield glory to God at tlie last, 
wbtn our Lo)d shall come to be glorified 
tn his saint^^ mtd admired in them that &e- 
lieve;* but to design vuch a fiiturc glorifi- 
cation of God is not enough ; it i** our duty 
to fflorify God no\v , that we may be re- 
warded for it, and that he may requite us 
^ ith glory hi>reafter. 

(31 od himself telleth ils in the Psalm, 
Whoso offercth praise ^ he glorifieth we;^ 
and how can praise be offered, or to what 
purpose will it be <)fiered, otlierwise than 
apparently, either in word or deed, by oral 
or by real cAjirtssion, to the oars or to the 
eyes of men, so as to occasion in them the 
production of worthy conceptions and dile 
affe(*tioiis toward God ? In such a mauucr 
the holy man did ofier it, who said, I mil 
declare thy name unto my hrethten^ in the 
midit of the eongregaiiou I will pro Ue thee; 
I ufiU praise the Lord vnih my whole hearty 
in tlie ohsembly of the upright^ and in the 
ctmgregativn he did it smuctiines with 
his mouth, which is a notable part of our 
con\orsatioTi : but we may do it coutiuually 
by our life; for, lie (saiih St. Austin) whr 
prodseth God with his tongue^ vannoi do that 
always , hut he thatpraiseth God by his man- 
tiers van always do tV.f 
This motive i«i by tbo great masters of our 
Christian practice frequently urged 5 for 
St. Paul wisheth the Fbilippiaiw to he 
filed with the fruits of righteousness^ whM 
are by Jems Vlu ist unto the praise and glory 
of God; he praycth for the Thcssalomans,* 
that God uwitld fulfil all the good pleasure 
of hk goodness^ am the vwih of faith with 
pouter, that the name of ouar Lord Jesus Christ 

* Non eit iip«cioiA Imim in ore pveuatoriB,— Ncolu<i. 
V. 

t Cmi l>9ttin laudat Ihigua, non ««mikT potent , qui 
CMOTitHis ^«nun Inudat aemper - jHug. m I Mp, 
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might be glorified in them; he paiticularly 
dulli incite the Corinthians to works of ch^ 
rity, that by that ministration men might 
be induced to glorify Qod.^ rendering him 
thankful praise for their beneficial obedi- 
ence. 

St. Peter likewise doth exhort all Chris- 
tians to hute their cowoersation honest attumg 
the Gentiles^ that they might by their good 
imrhs^ which they should bAold, glorify God 
in the day of msitation^ (that is, perhaps, 
when they carefully do view and reflect on 
them.) 

Our Lord himself thus cliargoth bis d^^- 
clples: Let your light so shine before men^ 
that they may see your good works ^ and glo^ 
rify your Father which is in heaven ; ' thi y 
did observe his command, and the oflect 
did follow, many being convert(<l to (iod, 
no less by the radiant integrity of their life, 
than by the persuasive cflieacy of th< ir doc- 
trmc: and. In this (saith our Lord again) 
is my Father glorified^ ij ye hear m nth frni t . 
what fruit was that ? wliat but of good 
w orks, visible to the eye and perccjitiblc to 
the taste ; otherwise how could men then'*c 
find cause t<i glorify God ? 

In liiu', this is d('c]ared to be tlie pecn- 
li.or dc«Jign of our religion, or of the whole 
Cliristian iiistitiitiou ; to this cud w (* are 
made a chosen generation^ a soya] prieht- 
kood^ a holy nation^ a peculiar people^ that 
MV should show forth the praises (or a irtues) 
of him^ who hath vallea us out of darkness 
to hU marvellous light , " not only by our 
profession, but in oar practice ueefaring 
his goodnes.s. 

On the other hand, by stifling our vir- 
tne and conscience, in an open compban<-c 
with sin, or neglect of our Out} , we gr(‘ii 11 y 
shall dishonour God; for thereby in <fl\ef 
w 0 deny him and desert him ; w e injure bis 
majesty, and (liselaim our nllogianco to him; 
we iiitiniatc our mean opinion of him, and 
Binull affection to him ; we betray our w^nnt 
of reverence to bis excellency, of rh-ead to 
his greatness, of love to his goodness, of 
hope in bis promises and gracious ov ertures 
of mercy, of fear in regard to hi <5 severe 
justice and fierce menaces; so immerliately 
we dishonour him, and wo thereby also d(» 
count cnauce disretpect and disobedience 
to him ; and our behaviour tendedh to pi o- 
duce or to confirm the like irreligious dis- 
positions of mind and impious practices in 
others; so that with horrible disingenuily 
we cross the design of our creation, and 
violate our greatest obligations toward our 
Maker. 

♦ 2 Cor K 11-13 
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Indeed what greater aifront or more hei- 
nous indignity can we offer to God^ than 
openly before the world, Iry tho most real 
«*vpre8sion of our works ^ to deny and ditiowii 
kim:*^ than 1o be notoriouitly a&hamed or 
afraid to a\«»w him for our Lord and Ma<»- 
ter ; than to express no sense of our duty 
to him, no reverence of his authority,^ no 
grrti itude for his benefits to us ; than visibly 
to prefer any other cons»idoration or worldly 
adiantago before a regard to his will and 
pleasure ? 

In this, open sin doth outgo private wic- 
kedness, and putteth down t‘V(‘u the worst 
h\po<*risy (beside its owm), that it not only 
offeiuleth God, but sorely woundeth his 
honour, and exposeth his glorious name 
tf> eontenj])t; by which consideration such 
inisearriages arc frequt nlly aggravated in 
holy scripture : so in the projdietH Godeoui 
plaineth (»f his people, for having by theii 
seantlalous crime', profanni his holy namt* 
ontoHii th<> hcathfot , *’ so St, Paul expostu- 
lateth with the Jew, Thou that hoa\te^t of 
t\f* lau\ throuf^h breaking the tauo dtslut^ 
them (Hod so Nathan t<»ld David, 
that (jfod would punish him, becauf^t* hf his 
had deed ht‘ had i>f 'ru gif^at ovrnt^hu to the 
fuenop'i of iha Lord to blaspheme*^ Rut, 

4. We should be eaivful of* ourgfiodht* 
liaiiour in tlie Mght of men, that wo may 
lluTehy maintain digiiil} and repute 
of our Christian profession, which hy our 
naughty or negligent demeanour will be 
inncli^ disparaged and disgraced , 

Most evident it is to reason, ttud avlntble 
practice, eonforinable to the rules of our 
lelnrion, eaxmot otherwise than exceedingly 
eoniim nd and grace it ; for how can the 
goodness of a rule more surely obtain its 
due eommeiidation, than from itsw being 
aj»plie(l to oKservablo jiriiclice and c*xpe- 
ricnce ? 

Assuredly elmvity, meeltues!,, humility, 
}i iticiiec, sobriet) , discretiini, and all CbrLs- 
tiun virtues, as in themselves the} are viay 
amiable and vcniTuble to all men, lus they 
sield gi'eat benefit and much pleasure to 
those whom their consesquenees do touch; 
so they do ingratiate th* law which pre- 
8<ribcth thorn, they bring estet‘m to the 
principles wheju‘o they are derived ; he (as 
the apostle saith) titai in tJa*iu^ things serueth 
i %m#, is both acceptable to and «/>- 
proved of we?i^* cs the follower of a most 
ixccllent rule. 

We may also ('onsider, that a conspicu- 
ous practice, according to our religion, is 
a di'iconstrative proof that w^e do seriously 

“ Tit i If) Crek. 31 , Ul 2 
s Horn II M. f 2 bam. xii, U ' Roin Mv IR 
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and firmly embrace it, or tliat we are hear- 
tily and steailily persuaded of its truth ; 
which is no small credit to any profession ; 
arguing that it hath a good foundation in 
reason, apt to bottom and sustain a solid 
fttitlu 

And a<! thereby wc pregnantly do evi- 
dence that we ourselves do highly value tho 
noble privileges, the exeeliont promises, 
the ivrecious rewards, exhibited in the gos- 
pel; so we thereby do breed a like esteem 
in others ; upon whom the authority of men 
apparently virtuous and conscientious in- 
fallibly wjD have a forcible influenee. 

Such a practice will have a gi'ent stroke 
toward evincing the truth and reality, the 
perfect excellency, the notable strength 
and efficac'y of our religion; plainly show'- 
ing, that it is not a mere name, an idle 
preteiico, a w(»ak fancy, a dry speculation, 
a rhimerical flreain; but a vigorous and 
masculine principle, «ble to proiluce moht 
worthy fruits of substantial goodness, /iro- 
f fable to inen; conducible to our own wel- 
fare, and to the benefit of others. 

As gallant action.^, becoming a noblo 
rank, elevated above the vulgar level, do 
illustrate ami dignify nobility itself; so doth 
a worthy conversation, beseeming our liigh 
fetation in the heavenly kingdom, onr near 
alliances to (vod, those splendid titli‘S) and 
glorious privileges assigned to every faith- 
ful Ghristian in the evangelical charter, 
vendor our state admirable, and make it 
seem an excellent advantage to he a Chris- 
tian. 

Hence in the apostolical writings an oli- 
servmice of thi» evangelical laws is so much 
and often enforced by this cfoxsideration ; 
for upon tliib aceoimt wo are exhorto<i to a 
careful discharge of our duty, that m may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Samowr in 
all things; we are urged to huea our Ci>«" 
oer^tation worthy of the gospel; to vyalk 
worthy of the vocatim wherewith w’c are 
called^ to behave ourselvefi as 7oorthily he- 
comet h siztats L (tliat is, persons instituted 
in so holy a religion, and designed to so 
peculiar excellency in virtue; to walk as 
ehildren of the l^ht^ (that ib, of truth and 
knowledge revealed from heaven ;) to walk 
v^rtliy of God^ who hath calhd its unto his 
kingdom andghry ; worthy of the Lord mto 
all well-phasings l^ngfruiifid ineuehj good 
work; tlie which enforeemeuts of duty do 
impi} a visible practice, proitucm^ vi- 
sible effects of ornament and credit to our 
religion, rc^^ommendingit to tlie miudsand 
consciences of m^n. 

» Til 1 10, Phn 1 27, Kph ir Ii ^ a, Rom. 
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Contrariwise, the defect uf good con- 
versation before men in Chri&tians is upon 
divers accounts dGsgracefiil to our religion. 
For, 

It tempteth men to jti^e that we our- 
selves do not heartily believe its truth or 
value its worth ; that we do not approx e its 
doctrine for reasonable, or take its advan- 
tages for considerable ; or deem the name 
and btato of a Christian to be honourable; 
seeing we are not concerned to own them, 
or do not care to engage our reputation in 
avowing and abetting tliom in that way 
which doth beet signify our mind and mean- 
ing:* for men certainly will judge of our 
sense not so much by what we say as from 
what we do ; not by our verbal profession 
or pretence, but from our practice, as the 
wc'.t inn ication of our heart. 

Wherefore, when they hear us to confess 
our faith, and see us act like inddcls, t)}ey 
will be forced to e'iteem us either for sub- 
dolous hypocrites or for inconsistent fools ; 
who assume the name of Christians, and 
pretend to great ad\antagcR thence, yet in 
effect do not mind or regard them ; highly 
commending the rules of our religion, but 
not at all observing then» ; greatly admiring 
the example of our Saviour, but not caring 
to imitate it; describing heaven for a most 
happy place, but not stri\ing to get thither 
in the sole way which «>ur Lord presonbeth, 
of faithful and diligent obedience to his 
precepts. 

Seeing, I say, this repugnance between 
our profession and oiir jirmict will induce 
men to diarge us with hypocrisy or folly; 
and if the professors be taken for coun- 
terfeits or fools, the profession itself will 
hardly scape from being held imposture or 
foil) . 

Our religion at least will tlience bo ex- 
posed to the censures of being no better 
than a fond device, and a barren notion, 
unpracticablo, ineffectual, and insignificant 
to any good purpose. 

^ The visible misbehaviour, I say, of Chris- 
tians will assuredly derive obloquy and re- 
proach on Christianity, if not as had, yet as 
vain, impotent, impertinent, and useless; 
especially those who are disaffected to it 
wul hence take advantage to insult upon it 
with contemptuous scorn: To what, wiD 
they say, do your fine rules serve? what 
effects do your glorious hopoa produce? 
where are the fruits of that holy fMth and 
heavenly doctrine which you so extol and 
magnify? 

a nt ti aw /im- 

tac nufW ir#«r#Taf4'i 

1 Const. Ap ii B 


Whereas, also, bad conversation com- 
monly doth not only deprive men of the 
benefits which our religion promiseth, but 
(loth cari 7 with it hurtful fruits ; men that 
«>ee or feel them will be apt to impute them 
to religion. 

If a Christian be unjust, censorious, fac- 
tious, anywise offensive or troublesome, 
although irreligion be the cause of such 
tilings, yet religion must bear the blame, 
and they presently exclaim, 

ttiuuitum religio poCuifc suadere malorum 

Whence St. Paul (who as a powerful 
instructor doth impress matters of duty by 
tile most proper motives) doth often and 
upon all occasions urge this consideration: 
he chorgeth us to gioe no offence m miy 
things that ilue minhtry (or evangelical dis 
perisation) he not ^/awieY/,*' or exposed to 
the censure of any captious Moinus; he 
biddeth us to forbear harsh judgment and 
all uncharitable dealing, that our f*aod be 
not evil ^okm of, * he presseth the dis- 
charge OT our duty in each calling and re- 
lation, that by neglect thereof the gospel 
bo not defamed: Let t^sailh he) </a tnamj 
servapts as are under the yohe^ tovnt their 
orm ina^ters worthy of alt honour^ Ihfd th 
name (f God and kis doctnne be not 
phemed; and, Let women be diseteef^ chatle^ 
keepers at home^ good^ obedient to their own 
husbands y that the word of God ?>& not hlas^ 
phemed; and, I will that younger women 
marry y hear (hildrerty guide the house (so as) 
to give no occasion to the adversary (that is, 
to persons disaffected to Chrislirinity) to 
speak reproachfully (of it:’) which dis- 
course, by dear parity of reason, may be 
applied to any other state o'* relation. 

Now seriously what grea i* uiischit f can 
we do, wlial heavier guilt maj we contract, 
than by working dishonour to God's ador- 
able name, than by casting reproach on 
God’s heavenly truth, tlwn by drawing a 
scandal on that holy religion, which tlie 
Son of God came down from heaven to 
establish, for the glory of God and salva- 
tion of mankind? Surely next oiler din ctly 
blaspheming God, and defying religion with 
our own mouths, the next crime is to make 
others to do so, or in effect to do it by their 
profane tongues.* 

There remain divers arguments of very 
great moment, whlOh the time will not 
suffer me to urge ; and therefore 1 must 
reserve them to another occasion. 

* 3 Cor vi 3,~ Im * Horn xiv. IG. 

r I Tim Vi. f; TuTil. ft , l Tim \ 14 
•>Kom II 24. 
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IN THE SIGHT 
SERMON LXV. 

niOYlDfi THINGS HONEST TN THE SIGHT OF 
AIX MEN. 

Rom. xii. 17. — ProHde thinqs honebt m 
tfie bight of all men, 

I HAVE formerly discoursed upon this apos* 
tolioal preempt; and ha\ing declared the 
meaning of it importing that wo 

should have a special care of our external 
bcliaviour, coming under the view and ob- 
servation of men, that it ho perfectlv iimo- 
cciit and inculp.*ibl(‘), I did pro 2 M»fee dive^^ 
inotncs inducing to the ohservance of it; 
but divers others of great importance the 
time would not allow me to urge; 1 shall 
liierefore now procc'cd to otter them to y our 
consideration. 

I did then show that a regard to the 
rpa«‘OU and nature of things, to the satis- 
faction of our con'sciencc, to the Jirmour 
of (h)d, and to tlie credit of our religion, 
did require from us a good conversation 
Ixfore men; I now furtlier jwld, that, 

1. The real interest of piety and virtue 
do exact such a conversation, as the most 
i ttect iial w av of u] (holding, ad\ anciiig, and 
i>roi)agatim* them among men. 

Exuin)dt> Ls a very iiowerful thing eitliei 
way; both for alt vacation to good, and se- 
duction to evil : buch is the nature of mtn, 
that they are more ajit to be guided by th** 
practice of others than by their own rea- 
son, and more easily tan write after a copy 
than by a rule ; that they ai’c prone to imi- 
tate whatever they see done, bo it good or 
bad, convenient or inconvenient, profitable 
or hurtful, emulating the one, and aping 
the other ; that they love to be in the fa- 
shion, and will go any whither in company, 
jircsuming of su}>j»orl , defence, and comfort 
therein; that they will satisfy llieir minds 
and justify their doings by any authority, 
deeming that laudahU* or allowable, or at 
J(ast tolerable and e\eu'sablc, for which 
tln»y can allege precedents; judging, that 
if they are not singular, they art innocent, 
or however not v'ci’y culpable ; that hardly 
they will undertake any thing without coun- 
tenance, whereby their modesty is in some 
measure secured, and partners engaged to 
b<*ar a shave with them in the censure to 
which their deportment is liable. Hence a 
visible good conversation will have a groat 
etticacy toward the pcomoti<m and jiropaga- 
tion of goodness ; the authority of Hut betug 
adjoined to the native worth and beauty, 
to the rational plausibility , to the senbihle 
benefit of virtue, will cogently draw men 
to it ; it w’il^ be a clear paUern, whereby 
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they sliail be informed what they are o)i^ 
lig^ and what they are able to perform; 
it will be a notable spur, smartly exciting 
them to mind an<l pursue their duty ; u 
will bo a vigoi’oua incentive, inflaming their 
courage, and provoking an emulation to do 
well. 

The visible «mccour and countenance of 
many, espousing the cause of goodness by 
their practice, will assuredly bring it into 
request and vogue, and thence into current 
use and fashion ; so just a cause cannot fail 
to prosper, having any reasonable forces to 
maintain it; it will have great, strength, 
groat boldness and assurance, when a con- 
siderable party doth a})pear engaged on its 
side. 

Yea, sometimes even the example of a 
few will do it great service; the rarity 
giving a spoinal lustre to their virtue, and 
rendering it more notable; according to 
that intimation of the aposfl(‘, when he thus 
doth exhort the Philippians to a cheerful 
and forward p7*ar'tice of goodness : Do nil 
things (saith he) without murmurings and 
dkpniihgH ; that ye way be blameless caid 
h/nrmlesii^ the sons of Uod^ without rebuke 
in the midst of a crooked and pet verse gene* 
ration^ among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world. 

A good conversation doth notify good 
men to one another, and drawetli tlkem to- 
gether, and combineth them in a party, for 
ihe prott‘Ctu>n of goodness, heartening and 
aiding one another therein. 

Such advaniagos goodness doth always 
need ; for it ever hath in the world many 
adversaries, striving by violout force to beat 
it down, or by treacherous fraud to sup- 
plant it ; who use their authority and in- 
terest to suppress it ; who by their evil 
exan*ple do seduce from it; who labour by 
detraction to blast it, by sei)rn and reproach 
to discourage it, by divers temptations and 
baits to entice from it ; who combining their 
forces with the wicked wiirits, and with 
the con'upt inclba1i<»ns or men, do raise a 
mighty party for wickedness. 

Wherefore, to balance such oppositions, 
goodness dotli need friends to maintain it ; 
not only friends in heart, or secret well- 
wishers; but open friends, who frankly 
will avow it, and both in word and deed 
will stoutly abet it. 

A demure, bashful, timorous friendship, 
will rather prejudice than help it; for no- 
thing w ill more animate its foes to assail 
and persecute it, than obseiwitig Us friends 
to Jtlihk and sneak: when good men hide 
thefr free? , as if they were ashamed of theuf 
• Flul D. u. '« 
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pjodneas, thcMo bad menirill grow more 
impudent and iuaoleut in their outrageh 
egidnst it. 

Wherefore, if we would have gpodneas 
hold up its head, we must openly take its 
part ; if we would not be guilty of its ruin, 
we must stand up to uphold it ; for who- 
ever openly com|dieth with sin, or neglect- 
eth his duty, may well be charged with its 
rum ; since if thou so desertest goo^ess, 
another after thy pattern may do the hko, 
and a third may follow him ; so the neglect 
of It may soon be propagated until at length 
it may be quite abandoned, and lefl dosU- 
tute of support : if it doth not thus hap- 
pen, it will us to tliec be accidental, and no 
thanks to thee for its hotter fortune. 

The declension of piety is not perhaps 
more to be ascribed to any other cause 
than to this — that men who approve good- 
ness in their hearts are so backward to 
show it in their practice ; tliat good men 
do 80 affoct retirement and wrapping up 
their virtue in obscurity ; tliat most men 
think it enough if in the cause of religion 
against ])rufaiienc8S and dissoluteness they 
appear neuters, and do not impugn it: for 
if in a time of infection all sound men do 
shut up themselves, and all sick men walk 
abroad, how necessarily must the plague 
reign in the place ? 

II. Charity toward our neighbour de- 
mandeth from u& a great core of oui* con- 
versation before men. 

The law (»f charity, which is the great 
law of Christianity, doth oblige us ear- 
nestly to furtlior our neighbour's good of 
all kinds, especially that which in incom- 
parably his best good, ih<» welfare of his 
soul; which how can wo better do, tliau 
by attracting him to the performance of 
his duty to (jod, and bjr withdrawing him 
from the commission oi sin ? And how can 
we do that without an apparently good con- 
versation, or without plainly declaring, as 
occasion showoth, for virtue, both in word 
and deed? how can a shy reservodi'<^ss 
conduce to that end? what will invisible 
thouglits or affections of heart confer 
thereto ? 

It is a precept of charity, that wo should 
pursue mt^s wherewith one may edtfy an- 
other : ^ and how can we perform that duty, 
without imparting our mind, and as it were 
transfusing it into otliers; so as by con- 
verting them from error and sin, by in- 
stilling good principles, by exciting good 
resdutions, to lay in them a foundation of 
goodness ; or by cherishing and improving 
tile same, to rear a structure of virtue in 
I ^ fioni XIV. iO, 1 ( or xiv 2S. 


them ? how can we mutually edify without 
mutually advising virtue, exhorting to it, 
recommending and impressing it ny our 
exemplary behaviour ? 

I'he apostles do ei^oin, that we should 
esrhort one another ^ and eaify one another; 
that we should conrn^ one anoUtet^ to pro- 
oohe (or to whet and*instigate one another) 
to love and to good works ; ' the which can 
nowise bo pt'rformed, without expressly 
declaring for goodness and remarkable 
actings in its behalf: to commend and press 
it by word is a part of our duty ; but not 
all of it, nor sufficient to this purpose; 
especially seeing wo cannot urge that with 
good confidence, nor shall be held serious 
in pleading for it, which we do not our- 
selves embrace in practice; for how can 
wo expect that our reason should convince 
others, wJien it doth not appeal' really to 
have persuaded ourselves, wlien our doings 
evidently do argue the weakness of oiu* 
discoursi* ? 

Words hardly will ever move without 
practice, although practice 'sometimes will 
persuade without w'oids ; according to that 
of St. Peter, Ye wives^ he in suhjn tion to 
your (mm husbands^ that if any obey not the 
word^ they may without the word be n on by 
the convef sation of theuives^ while they he. 
hold your chaste conversation coupled with 
fear^ (or duo reverence to them.) 

Again: Wo are frequently commanded 
to shun the giving any offence^ or the pul- 
ling a btambling-hJorh, or an oeeauon to 
fall^ in the way of our brother/ that is, to 
I do any thing which anywise* may confer to 
his inciuring any sin ; the which precepts 
arc violated not only by positive and active 
influence, by proposmg en'oneous doctrine, 
evil advice, frauduUnt enticements to sin, 
or discouragements from dnt} ; but also by 
witldiolding the means serving to j>revent 
his transgi'ession ; such as atneit indulgence 
or connivance, when good admonition may 
reclaim him ; omission of good example 
when it is seasonable, and probably may 
prove effii acious : for these neglects have a 
moral causality, inducing or encouraging 
the comniissiouof sin ; our silence, our for- 
bearing to act, our deelhiing fair opportu- 
nities to guide bim into the right way will 
be taken for signs of approbation and con- 
sent; and consequently as arguments to 
justify or to excuse bad practice, in propor- 
tion to the authority and esteem wo have ; 
which ever will be some in this case, when 
they favour the infirmity of men. 

* ncMwcAiTn -1 Tho»« v 11 4 Hcls z 24. 

•i 1 P«t 111 1 

' 1 Cor X 32 , Tbi. 9 , 2 f or. vi. 3 , Itonw xt% 13., 
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Charity doth further oblige us, upon ju£.t 
rauise, and iu duo reason, to check «ind 
reprove our neighbour xnisdeineaning him- 
self; for, Wum the disorderly (saith the 
apostle ;) and, /f/iwr no feUowsnip (saith he) 
with tiie unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprooe them; and, Thou shaltmt 
(saith the law ; hate brother in thy heart, 
thou shall in anywise rebuke thyneighl>our, 
and not stiffer sin upon him : ' whore for- 
bearance of reproof is implied to show not 
only a defect of charity, nut hatred of our 
brother ; and a good reason is intimated 
for it, because in so doing wo suffer sin to 
lie upon him ; not hindering his progress 
in it, not endeavouring his conversion from 
it : but reproof is an overt act ; involving 
somewhat of openness 4ind plain freedom, 
such as the Wise Man dotli preft*r before 
<-l()sr good-will; for, Open rebuke (saith 
he; h better than serref lovr.^ 

Wt arc all thus far the keepers of ovr 
brethren and it is a charge incumbent on 
u^*, by all good means 1o preserve tliem 
fiom the worst of misdnefs. 

In fin(», there is plainly nothing more in- 
consistent with true charity, than sa<‘h a 
compliance with •sin or neglect of duly in 
the sight of our neighbour, which is scan- 
dalous, or may prove contagious U\ him; 
for how can we love him, whose chief good, 
whose eternal welfare, we do not tender ? 
whom wc do not fear to seduce into the 
way of extreme misery, or do not at least 
care to lead into the way of happiness ? 
whtmi without any check we can suffer to 
forfeit the best goods, and to incur the 
saddest calamities ? 

Wheicfoic, if the love of ourselves and 
a sober regard to our own welfare be not 
sufhclcut to induce us, yet a charitable dls- 
position and a co.iccrncdncss for our neigh- 
bour (for our brethren, our relations, our 
friends) should move us to a good, inno- 
cent, virtuous, fruitful, aud exemplary 
conA ersation ; if we do not care to save 
ourselves, yet let it pity us to damn aud 
destroy others by our negligence.** 

III. But if charity wlli not move us, yet 
justice, exacting from us a care of our good 
conversation before men, sho^dd constrain 
us thereto. 

Exemplary and edifying conversation is 
a debt which wt owe to the world, a good 
office imposed on us by the laws of com- 
mon humanity. 

When without our own hurt or incon- 
venience wc can do considerable good to 
our neighbour, he hath a title thereto 

t 1 Then*’ v 14; Kph v 11; L«vlt xix 17 
* l*ro\ xxil 5 notii xiv Id 


(granted by the common Author of tnir 
nature, the absedute Lord of all we are or 
have), and be may justly demand it from 
us; we in like case might claim it from 
him, and certainly would in matters agree- 
able to our humour expect it : wherefore 
seeing good conversation not only doth not 
harm or incommode us, but is most bene- 
ficial to ourselves, and it exceedingly may 
benefit our neighbour, it is most just that 
we shiiuld afford it to him; it is no more 
than fair dealing to do it; to neglect it, is 
a real injury to him. 

To set ill example before our neighbour, 
or (which is in part and in effect the same) 
to withhold good example from him (for 
not to give a good example is a bad thing, 
and so a bad example ; this), I say, is plainly 
a great iniquity, and a wrong to him. Fur, 

Is it not auinjuTjy lo offer a cup of poison 
to any man, to invite him to drink it, to be 
his taster of it, so drawing him to take it 
off without suspicion or fear of deadly mis- 
chief? is it not an injury to forbear warn- 
ing him thereof, or not to deter liim from 
it, when ii standeth before him, and he is 
ready to put it to his mouth? would not 
such a man in all conscionablo esteem pass 
for a murderer of his neighbour ? 

Is it not a great wrong to carry any man 
out of his wa) (out of a right, t*asy, fair, 
and safe road) into mazes, thickets, and 
sloughs, or into intricate, fold, dangerous 
by-ways? Is it not wrongful, when he doth 
w'andcr or err, not to reduce liim thence, 
not to set him in the right way? 

Is it not very foul denling to bring a man 
to a steep precipice, and thence to leap 
down before liim? is it not so, not to stop 
him, when he is on the brink, and blindly 
moving f(»rward to cast himself down head- 
long? 

If these be injurious dealings, then pal- 
pably it is far more such to yield any en- 
ticements or encouragmonts, yea not to put 
obstructions, if we are able, to our neigh- 
bour’s incurring sin, which lo bis soul is 
all those things; the most baneful venom, 
the most woful exorbitancy, the most per- 
nicious gulf that can be. 

We by sinning do not only, as tb** Wise 
Man saitli, wrong our own sands, ^ but we 
do also w rong the ^ouls of others ; drawing 
them or driving them, by the efficacious 
impulse of our example, irto mischief and 
misery ; for, When (saith St. Paul) ye sin 
so against the brethren, and wmnd their 
wee^ conscience, ye m against Christ » 
he there speidcetb of bad example; the 
which he not only affirm(*th to be sioffil in 
. Vwr Till 36 M Cw vtti 12 
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of ('’hrirtt, but calleth it wnninj^ 
ap^niu'^t our bretljrcn ; * and «nppo8i‘tlii that 
we thereby do wound or smite their <‘on- 
science;t which to do 19 surely no less 
nrong to them^ than if we should assault, 
beat, and wound their bodies ; the wounds 
of conscience bein^ of all most jB^ievons, 
and producingmost insupportable affliction ; 
according to that of the Wise Man, The 
spirit of a mm will hear his infirmities^ bui 
a wouiuJed spirit who can hear**^ 

Indeed, hy thus hurting our neighbour, 
we do him a wrong, not only very great 
in itself, but such as may probably be ir- 
reparable, tor which hardly ue <’an evtT 
be able to make him any restitution or 
compensation ; for a better example scarce 
will reach all whom a bad example hath 
touched; the best example hardly will avail 
to undo that wliieh a bad example hath 
done; if thereby we liav(' engaged our 
neighbour in sin, we by no means can re- 
store his lost innocence, or prevent his say- 
ing, Woe be to me, Jar I have sinned : ‘ it 
will be very diliieult to recover him into 
that state (that sound condition of soul) 
from which we did move him ; it will how- 
ever cost him, if not a iinal ruin, yet a smfc 
repentance ; the pangs wheri*of no compen- 
sation which w'e can yield will requite i*® 
the wounds which we thcreb} do inflict may 
rankle and prove incurable ; they assuredly 
will find no easy cure ; they inuM however 
either in consequence or in the correction 
be very painful; and they wi’l leave an 
ugly scar behind them. 

The injustice of this practice may also 
furtlier appear upon divers special ac- 
counts. 

All men esteem pity a debt which one 
man oweth to ouotner, as liable to grief 
and misery (the obligation whereto Ls writ- 
ten in the bowels of each man ;) which 2»ity 
will incline to succour the object of it iu 
danger or distress; wherefore every man 
by the natural law is hound to endeavoup 
the preveulion or the rescue of auc..Ker 
falling into mischief; according to that of 
St. Judo, Of some have compassion, muhing 
a difference, and others save with fear, pulU 
ing them out of the fire ; " whence, to draw 
men into sin by ill practice, or not to re- 
strain them from it by good, is unjust, as 
a pitiless, hard-hearted, cruel thing4 
Again; All men hold flattery to be a 
practice very abusive, or more than bimply 

* O iirav lihv mvrSi 

aivtutotav — t'onit Ap. li 17. 
t TtMmtfnp awiihtit"** Afffutvrtu — 

i 1 SaTu i\\. l3.-.(Uia aona maHetlMmseUeavno, 
aud he rastmined them net ) 
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w r«»ugful ; as with injury joining contempt 
and i^ozenago ; taking advantage of a inau\s 
infirmity to work prejudice to him; it is 
indeed *u mischievous, a ])ernicious, and 
withal a perfidious, an insidious, an en- 
Miaring practice ; for, A flattering mouth 
(saith the Wise Man) worhth ruiu; and, 
A man that fiattereth his neighbour spread- 
eth a net jar his feet:^ but flatti‘ry is not 
only verbal ; the worst flattery is not that 
whereby men soothe and gloze with their 
lips, encouraging others by fictitious eoin- 
mendaticmi to persist in bad courses ; there 
as a tacit flattery, when by our coiinivanee 
at sin wo scum to approve il ; there is 
a real flattery, when liv our <'omplianee 
with sill wt* recominenu it to our com- 
rades ; these do not look so grossly, y<*t do 
insinuate into our mind, and comiiionly do 
inveigle to sin more effectually ; men lu'ing 
more ajd to trust our deeds than our word^, 
being mure pleased in our vouching their 
actions by a participation in them, and 
running a eommon hazard with tli^m, than 
in our straining to commend or to exeu<?o 
them; whence it is, that gross flattery bath 
its effects chief! j upon simpler folks, but 
this subtile flattery doth often gull and 
abu^'t* persons of greatest ca])aeit). 

Again : A good conversation before men 
is a part of that due respect which w'e owe 
to them. There is a regard and a kind of 
reverciiec to be had toward every mau; 
which should engage us to bi have ouvsel vt s 
decently in his presence, signifying a con- 
sideralioii and esteem of his ]>ci*sot], of his 
opinion, of bis rt'seiituient, of his affection 
toward ua ; to do any foul or imluiudsome 
thing is a contempt of him, a rudeness to- 
ward him, an aflront ])ut on liim; where- 
by ill effect we do slight, disparage, and 
reproach him; implying, that we do little 
value lus judgment ; that we care not for 
hib good-will ; that we presume he hath not 
the .sense to discern, or hath not the spirit 
to dislike, or must have the patience to 
comjiort with our unseemly and unsavoury 
carnage. And if to do otluT unhandsome 
things before men is such an indignity of- 
fered to them, then it is especially such to 
commit sin before them, which is the most 
ugly, the most sordid, the most loathsome 
l»ehaviour that can be ; there is no defor- 
mity, no turpitude in nature, comparable to 
sin ; nothing so offensive, so distasteful, so 
abominable to a rational sense; so that the 
Wise Man’s saying is very true, taken any 
way, Afe that despisetk his neighbour «?>*- 
neth:^ it is both a sin to contemn him, and 

® Prov xxxi. 30, Farour is deopitf til — Prov jcxvl, 
SB ; KXix a * Pi ov. xiv. 21 . M 1 i. 
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sinning an argumt^nt of contempt toward 
him ; nor can we better observe St. Peter’s 
iiy unction, that we honour all than 
by forbearing to sin in their presence, out 
of respect to them. But further, 

IV. Let us consider, that a good con- 
versation before men is a public benefit, a 
great advantage to the i^orld and common 
state (»f men. 

It is not only a good office of charity to 
this or that man ; but it layeth a general 
obligation on our country, on our age, on 
posterity itself; upon which a fruitful life, 
an exemplary virtue, may have notable in- 
tiuenoe. 

As notorious sin is a plague to the world, 
throwing infection and death about it ; pro- 
voking the wrath of Pleaven, and theuce 
deriving vengeance on it; so, notable vir- 
tue is a general blessing, producing most 
wholesome and comfoi table effects to man- 
kinfl. 

For how can one more oblige the pub- 
lic, than by confemng help to u})hold the 
reputation, and to propagate the cutertain- 
lueut of those things, which arc the main 
props of the woild, for the sake of whidi 
it staudeth, and by the meaus of wliicb it 
is sustained ; than bj preserving the virtic' 
and power ot couscience, which is the band 
of all society, the guardian of faith and 
honesty, the best insurer of justice, ord#*r, 
and peace in the state (that which exaltdh 
a vatlon^ and e^tiibllski.th a kingdom ; V than 
by producing and promoting those things 
which certainly will procure tlie favour and 
blessing of God on any people ? 

How can a man bethT deserve of the 
world, tliiui by concurring to stop the eoii- 
tagion of sin. and the o\ erspreading deluge 
of iniquity, tog(*tber with all the lumentabie 
niii-cliiefr consequent on them ; than by 
averting the fierce wrath and severe judg- 
ments of God, which a general provaJence 
4jf wickedness necessarily will bring down? 

Most men pretend to be concerned even 
for the honour of their countrj ; and how 
can we better proipote that than by check- 
ing the progress of «n, wliich will not only 
be the bane, but /V, as Solomon telleth us, 
the reproach of any people, f * 

It may possibly be, it hath really been, 
that the conspicuous viiHtuo of a few men 
(yea sometimes of one single person; hath 
leavened a country hath soa»oned an a^e, 
hath imbued posterity with an admiration 
of goodness, and with an affection to it. 
(One man^ saith St. Chrysostom, iiflamed 
wUh zeal, may suffice to reform cm entire 

« 1 Prt ii 17 ' Prov. *lv. ^4 ; luc. 98. 
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p^pk.*) So among the pagans one person 
did sot up the study of morality, and wor- 
thily was staled the parent of (that most 
u8tsful)p//27osqp^y ;t whereby he did exceed- 
ingly benefit mankind, and did confer much 
toward preparing men for the reception of 
our heavenly philosophy. 

Such our Lord desired his apostles to 
he; for. Ye (saith he; are the lights of the 
world, ye are the salt of the earth and 
sucli in effect they did pro\e, God ly them 
(as St. Paul saith) mansfeding the savour 
of his knowledge in every place ; “ they nut 
only by their heavenly doctrine, but chit fly 
by the lustre and influence of their holy 
example, converting the world from im- 
pious errors and naughty practices unto 
true religion and virtuous conversation; 
they did lead men to goodness not only by 
the ears, btil l)y the ejes, seeing their cx- 
celleul life, and waiking as they had them 
for ensamphs.^ 

It cousequently may be, yea hath been, 
that the singidar integiity of one, or of a 
few persons, displaving itself, bath appeased 
divine wrath, and hath sta\ed off imminent 
ruin from a peo[»le. So one Noah, publicly 
maintaining and preaching righteousness,'" 
did preserve the whole race of men from 
extirpation; so ten persons avowing right- 
eousness would liave kept Sodom from that 
rueful destruction ; * m) one good man (no- 
tably oivniug God, and interposing for the 
concerns of piety) might have prevented 
that caJnmitouf vengeance which fell upon 
Israel; as Jei'cmy told before, and Ezekiel 
uffiimied after it : Bun ye to and fro (saith 
God in Jeremy) through the streets of Je~ 
rusalem, and see tww and know, and seek in 
the iroftd places thereof, if ye can find a 
man, if there he any that executeth judg^ 
nrnit, that seeketk truth, and I will jtardon 
it : ^ and, /sought for a man (saith God in 
Ezekiel) among them, that shouhl make up 
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me 
for the land, that I shouM not destroy it, 
but 2 found nones therefore have I poured 
mine indigtwtion upon them:* there was 
then a remnant of those who closely did 
serve God ; and perhaps seven thousand 
unknown persons, who had not in their 
hearts deserted religion;* but this did not 
avert God's wrath, or preserve the nation 
from captivity; as a few openly professing 
and resolutely practising goowess might 
have done. 


t SovnWes pfallOBopDiM purea^— Cw. 
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Now who would not he glad of I>eing bo 
public a friend, so general a l>enefactor, in 
perforniiog that which doth otherwise so 
much become him, and so greatly behove 
him; yielding him the best oruamonts and 
highest advantages even upon his private 
account? who would not be ambitious both 
to oblige his country, and to save his own 
soul together, by a worthy convorsation ? 

Assuredly notliiug can be devised more 
conducible to the eMiCiing u reformation 
and amendment of the world (and conse- 
quently to tljo prc»sppriiy and felicity ot 
uiankiud here), than a conspirju'y of good 
men iu a frank and brisk .nvowing of good- 
ness in the face of the world. 

V. A care of our conversation in the 
sight of men is needful for the jjre.»er na- 
tion of t»ur good name and fair repute 
among them. 

A g 4 >od nanie in holy scripture is r^vre- 
sented os a special gift and bleSsing of uod, 
bestowed in recompense of piety and virtue, 
and preferred before other most considei’- 
able gifts and blessings concerning our cx- 
ii^rmU state ; ^ for, iVy humility (saith tlie 
Wise Man) uud thp feat of tn** J^rd are 
rkhs and honour; both are the rcwartls 
of piety ; but comparing them, A f^ood name 
(saith he } Ls rather to be chou n than great 
richer it cannot thcreft>ro bo a coulemp- 
tiblc tiling, nor ought it to he neglected by 
us; for none of God’s gifts, no reward 
which he propofi(‘lh, ought to lj(*.slightt*d. 

Keason and experience also do ci»ueui‘ in 
showing that a good repute a valuabh 
thing, not only as a fair ornament of mu 
persons, and a commodious instrument of 
action toward onr private welfare, as a 
guard of our safely and quiet, a> serving 
to procure divers conveniences of life; hut 
as very advantageous, very useful upon 
moral and spiritual accounts; qualifying us 
with greater ease and ejfficacy to dme (iod, 
and to do good; for indeed it is manifest, 
tliat without it wc shall be uucapable of 
dointf (iod or man any consiJerabh* service. 

Wherefore in duty and w isdom wh ahould 
oe careful of preserving this jewel; the 
which we cannot otherwise d*», than by 
observing thia apostolic rule, of puwuiing 
thingji hofWkt in the sight of aU tnen; for a 
good conversation is tlie only guard and 
I'onvoy of a good name: how can men c(»n- 
ceivc good opinion of us otherwise than 
from a view of worthy qualities and good 
deeds: They may charitably hope, buttfiey 
c.uinot confidently judge well of us otber- 
w ise than upon good evidence : Yc shall 

' l ( I'l m KKi\. 12; J?ce! m 2 , \u l.V 
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know them hy their ftuUs^ ^that is* l»y' ap- 
parent works, falling under human cogm- 
raiicc), 18 the rule whereby onr Saviour 
teachetli us to distinguish of men, and to 
build a right opinion concerning them. 
Honour is the shadow, the inseparable at* 
teiidant of consjiiciious virtue. 

A good couversatiou will indeed com- 
maiul esteem, and irresUlibly extort respt it 
ii'om all men. 

Wise and good men heartily wdll approve 
it, ai.d glailly will yield it duo commeiula 
tion; they cannot but honour it wlitmcvcr 
they sec it, us best suiting with tluir own 
Judgment and with their aUcction.* 

Yea it will prmmre rosptet tvcii from 
the worst men; for it is a mistake to think 
that bad men really do or can despise true 
gooihiess; in truth, however they may pre- 
tend or make a show to slight and scorn it, 
however in words they may tiout and revile 
it, yet in their heai’ts they cannot but ad 
mire and reverence it; altli(»ngli their will 
may ho so perverted as to set th mi against 
it, yet their reason cannot he so destroyed 
(or natural light so quenched in ihem) as 
to disapprove it; they do but viltly tli- 
M’mble, and belie their <*onseieiice, wlieii 
they mukt* as if they did rondt*mn or con- 
teimi it: As (‘•aith St. (^hrysostonO llnj 
who openly do flatter ill livers^ do in ifu u 
mind rnprooe them; so they who (nttj the 
workers if good^ in their eonscienre witi ad* 
mire and approve th*m at least they will 
do thus in Ibcir sober mind ; when with any 
‘icrious a]>plication they do retleet on things ; 
when the eye of their soul is anywise ele<irt d 
from the mists of lust and passion: it is not 
to be heeded what they say in a duster or 
ranting mood, when tin y arc near out ol 
llieir wits, urirl have their jialgment stifled 
by sensual imaginations; but wh.u they 
tJunk when their mind is soin<‘wJiat com 
posed, and natural light doth shiiic freely 
in it. 

Indeed such wretehes rccdly do most 
despise those who eonsort and comply with 
them in sinful follies; as they cannot in 
their hearts honour themselves, so they 
cannot esteem those whom they find like 
unto them; especially tlu‘y deqiise those 
whom they ohsirve to be «iO base and silly , 
as against their own jinlgment and coo- 
seience to feoi* their displeasure, or to re- 
gal d their eeiisuro; looking upon them a 
vassals to their humour, and renegadoes 
from their own coiisciouce. 

* Ol in TOUTA voer^ n i^e^oLs 
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Moreovi‘V a good comeri-ation ivrtaiiily 
\\ill engage Alliiighty (iod to protect oui" 
reputation, and to confer honour us. 
For he, as Governor of the wo. Id, the Fa- 
irou of goodness, the Difipeiisvr of proper 
rewardb to all, is in a manner bound to on- 
courage those ojKuiIy w ho visibly do tiwnhiin 
and take his part, who promote liis glory 
and interest, w'ho pay him duo service and 
obedience, who in regard to hib authority 
do faithfully pursue tlirat w Inch is right anci 
good ; he simely will see fit to repay such 
in the .‘^iune kind, by oijenly acknowledging, 
countenancing, and iionouring them: ac- 
cordingly he hath tied himself to do so by 
his express word and promise: for, TAem 
(saith he*l £//af //ojiouf me 1 ^rill fioiwur, 
tnud tilt y ihiii diwpvp we f^hall be liffhtly es- 
Uetmd, ^ lie said it in reft^enee to<»id Eli, 
w ho had IK gh cted the duty of restraining 
lii\ sons from aiu; which is a case very 
much of kin to all neglect of exemplary 
picl\. And, }Vhosoeoer (saith our Lord) 
sht U vonfv'^s we hi fore nua^ him shall the 
tSoH if Sfntt also voifess before the angeh 
if (rod. bat he that denieth me before man 
shell be diHied befote ^he intgeU of 6W;* 
thi* wliii h (one most <‘omfortuble, the other 
most terrible) •‘entciuvs are to be under- 
.stood, He fl at oonfes£(»th our Lord not 
niLicI) h> vorhalpndession (for diver** such j 
who .s(r//, Lvid^ LouU he will not sfi nmeh ' 
as hnoio at tlic linal judgment), but in real 
practut*;*’ he Ili.»^ deiiieth him, not only 
hy renouncing him with the tonguo, hut by 
disobe)ing him in scandalous conversation, 
hy w orking iui(]uit\ , by the apostacy of had 
manners. 

M. I..astly; TJie public* discharge (if a 
good eonscieij<’e will ^ield manifold a dvaii- 
taut s and great hcn^lits to oui'sthes; not 
o*.K as good (and thence neidful to our 
s;il»alion and oui' cuiiifoi't) but as public; 
some of which 1 sliall touch. 

Such a j)racticc will much secure and 
sti engthen us in goodness ; for he that liath 
the luart with resolution and constancy to 
will, not withstaiidiiig any worldly dia- 

mragunent, ulthough he thereby doth 
cross tilt* luunoim of the w<»r]d, and incur- 
reth the displeasure, envy , hatred, cenMire, 
and obloquy of men, be thus having exalttd 
his virtue above tlie favour and fear of the 
world, huUi &ot it in a safe place, mid ren- 
dered it impn^gnable. 

The consideration of having obtained so 
happy and so worthy a victory over the 
Most dangerous temptation (t)m victory of 
faith over the world) will be very comforf- 

r 1 Sain i). .to 
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alile;^ and the sufferings which (from the 
disfavour, enmity, and opposition of raeu) 
do attend such a practice, being a kind of 
martyrdom, will yield all tlio joys and com 
toHs (together with the hopes and rewards) 
of an heroicaJ patience. 

It will afford great satisfaction of mind 
to reflect on the consequences of such a 
practice; and to consider llial our resolu- 
tion hath engaged or confirmed others in 
oodness, hath preserved them from sin, 
ath withdrawn them from bad courses, 
and saved them from ))crdition ; tliat we 
have been iusiruniental to the salvaliou and 
happiness of any soul; Hut, beside our 
own sins (which are a burdm too heavy 
for any man well to bear), we have not the 
sins of others to account for, and shall not 
bt loaded witli the guilt of those wlioin our 
neglect duty, our compliance with sun, 
our stupid coldness and iiulifftarenec in re- 
gavil to .sjiiritual aftairs, our dissimulation 
or connivaijco at the scandalous violation 
of God's honour, and transgression of hia 
laws, might have encouraged in sin ; that 
wc arc not liable to that reproof in the 
pr<»phet, Vehfwe strengthened the hands of 
the iritkcd^ that he should iiut return from 
his mi hod miyJ 

We shall highly oblige tho^c whom by 
our good eiukavour or example we shall 
convert to light eousiiess, or reclaim from 
iniquity, or shall anywise stop in their ca- 
reer to ruin ; who when they shall recover 
from tbeii error, and soluuly reflect on 
their case (when they shall a»«vM^ov, be- 
cimie again s*>hcr, getting out, as it w'ere, 
of tln‘ir drunken fit,*^) will heartily thank 
us, will hless Uh, will pray for us, as having 
laid on them a very great obligation, ancl 
done them tin* gi't alest kindness that could 
he; so that they will be readv to say to us, 
ns David did to Abiirail, blessed bs the 
Lord God if Israel^ who sent thee this day 
to meet me . and blessed be thy advice^ and 
blessed he thou^ which hast hej^t me this day 
from shedding of blood: * this will be the 
consequence of plain dealing in such oases, 
and that will be fulfilled wdiich the Wise 
Man saith, He that rehuheth a man^ after 
wards shall find more favour than lie thol 
fiatiereth with the tOTigtw.”* 

We thereby shall escape the sore com- 
plaints and fell curses of those whom our 
naughty or careless demeanour liath in- 
volved in sinful practice; for when their 
cf)nsciouce is awakeneu into a sense of their 
guilt, w hen tliey feel the stings of remorse, 
when they perceive the extrt‘mo damage 

• 1 John \ 4 i iSn«k 93 v iTun. it S6 
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auJ wo which they have incurred, then 
will they di<(charge their reaenimcnts of 
heart against those who have anywise been 
accessory to their fall into such a courlitiun ; 
then in their bitterness of soul, in the agony 
of their sorrow and perplexity, they will 
be apt to exclaim, Cursed be the day that 
I knew such an one, or that I did converse 
with him, who did betray me into this 
plight, who did inveigle me into tempta- 
tion, who did not pluck me back from that 
sinful practice by which 1 now so deeply 
suffer; cursed be his base cowardice, liis 
fbnd modesty, his affected wisdom, hi<» 
treacherous noglig^ence, lus unconscionable 
indifference, his impious want of zeal for 
God’s honour and charity for my soul, 
which did keep him from clicclviiig me in 
my bad courses and reclaiming me to my 
duty by wholesome reproof, by seasonable 
advice, by exemplary practice before me : 
it will am*ely be a great comfort to us, that 
wc have nut ^Iven occasion for such ci>m- 
plaiiils; but m proportion may say with 
St. Paul, 1 am pure from the Mood of all 
men ; for T hove not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of GodJ^ 

It is also no '^mall a(l\antagc to us, that 
by a good conversation we shall procure 
the particular friendship and affection of 
good men ; for it is that which discovereth 
good men to one another, which kindlcth 
their affection tow'ard each otlier, which 
draweth them together, and breedeth a fa- 
miliarity between them, and knitteth their 
hearts together in a holy love ; from whence 
they come to enjoy the faithful advice, the 
kind assistance, the seasonable consolations, 
and the hearty prayers of each other ; tb 
which great benefits are lust by concealment 
of ourselves, and reservedness iu doing 
ood ; for how can any man know him to 
eservti love, whose goodness is not dis- 
cernible ? 

Such considerations may induce all per- 
sons, of every rank and condition, to ob- 
serve this ajLWStolical precept, so far as their 
capacities do reach ; 1 shall only adjoin, 
that it especially doth concern persons of 
quality, in proportion to their eminency in 
dignity, power, authority, reputation, or 
any ]peculiar advantage, whereby the be- 
neficial efficacy of good conversation is in* 
creased. 

Such persons ore like a city seated on a 
mominin^ which cannot be hid the heignt 
of tlieir station and lustre of their quality 
do expose them to the observation of all ; 
and their authority doth recommend thefr 
practice to the imitqjtion of observers. 

* Aets ikX S6 • Ei«ik. vU 17 i xxxill 7 * Matt. 14. 


Their example cannot fail of ha\ ing a 
nighty influence ; its light dotli guide incii, 
t<s weight doth sway them ; it doth seem 
.0 warrant and authorize practice; infe- 
riors would be afraid or ashluned to discost 
from it. 

They have not the temptations which 
ifher men have to comply with sin out of 
bar, out of complaisance, out of design ; 
hey being to lead and give law, not to 
follow or receive it ; they being the first 
movers in (‘onvorsation ; the fashion being 
ngulatod by them, or indeed being merely 
a conformity to their deportment. 

llicy should by their innocence qualify 
hemselves to reprove others with authority 
and courage.^ 

They in gratitude to God, who hath bo- 
.towed on them such advantages, are ob- 
liged to employ them for bis service* 

They particularly were designed and 
endowtMl with those advantages, that by 
thorn thc 7 might countenance, might en- 
;Qurage, might reward, might liy all means 
promote goodness in the world.'* 

They accordingly are responsible for the 
influence their conversation hath ; so that 
in the final accuimt most actions of men 
will lie at their do(tr, so that th(‘y shall 
respectively be either highly rew'arded for 
the virtues and good works, or severely 
punished for the vices and sins of man- 
kind; the which most weighty considera- 
tion I leave by God’s gi’acc to be seriously 
applied by them who are concerned tliere- 


SERMON LXVI. 

raOVXDE THINGS BONKhT IN THE SIGHT 
OF ALL HEN. 

2 (*oB. viii. 21. — Providing for honest 
things^ not only in the sight of the Lord^ 
but also in the sight of men. 

If we observe the world, we may easily 
therein discern many persons, who being 
inwardly well disposed (standing right both 
in judgment and affection to ^lodness) are 
yet loath to appear very goon, and hardly 
will own Christian virtue in the constant 
discharge of public duties, or in strict ab- 
stmcnco from sinful practices; but com- 
monly (against the dictate of their reason, 
and sense of their heart) neglect the one, 
and comply with the other : an odd sort of 
hypocrites or dissemblers; who studiously 
conceal their butter part, and counterfeit 
themselves worse than they are ; who adore 

p Const Apoit u. 17. 
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God m their hearts, and addrebs de\otions 
to him in their closets, but scar(*e u ill avow 
him in their visible profession and iiraetiee ; 
who have a conscience, but are shy of dis- 
closing it, or letting it take air, and ualk 
in open light, confining it as a crimhial to 
close restraint or obsetu'o retirement ; who 
gladly would bo rt ligious mid staunch, if 
there might be no notice 1ak(*n of it, but 
take care of being remarkable (or as it were 
scandalous) for it; who tliiiik fit to com- 
promise and compound the business be- 
(woMi (xod and the woiJd, maintauiing a 
neuti ality and correspondence with both, 
so as privately to court the one, and pul>- 
liclv to close with tlie other. 

Such ]jractice is flatl) repugnant to that 
rule, which otherwise in precept, and here 
by his own exani(il(‘, the Jiuly apostle dolJi 
ref onuncud to iis ; ^ directing us not only 
6W (that is, in our Heart, and in 
our s(c*ret relivement^, which God alone 
doth behold), bid also fffi/ore men^ that is, 
ill m.rfvtcrral and visible eonversation, 
carefully to perform things good and lau- 
diible, eschewing whatf'Ver is bad or cul- 
pal li . 

Our obligation to wbiih rule hath alrewly 
bfcii coufiriiied by divers other prf‘cepts in 
holy scripture, f oiicumngin the injunction 
of it; and its observance lU^ged b) various 
positiVi* i toisidcratioins of great weight and 
foice c del hiring how necessary it is for 
promoting G d‘s lu*nour and glory, how 
requisite it is tor maintaining the dignity 
of our profession, and advancing the inte- 
lest^ of goodness, how charity and justice 
toward our neighbour do exact it from us, 
how conducible it is to the public benefit 
of mankind, and how advantageous in many 
respects to our own partieulai* welfare 
but not m!si-.tnig furthiT upon those con- 
siderafioiH, 1 shall now only enforce it by 
scanning the comiufiu principles, grtumds, 
motives, prittnccs, or excuses of tlic con- 
trary prattioc, which 1 before touched, of 
openly deserting virtue, or declining the 
performance of duty be fore men ; and by 
showing how very foolish and vain, how 
very naughty and base, how very mischiev- 
ous, dangerous, and pernicious they are. 

They cliiefiy are those which 1 shall im- 
mediately touch and reflect upon. 

1. Men commonly in their visible con- 
versation do neglect their duly , or comply 
with sin out of modesty ; because they are 
asbamod of doing that which may expos© 
them to some disgrace or censure ; because 
virtuous practice may rai >e distaste in the 
company, and provoke the scorn of tho.se 
* Sum XU IT 


wiiii whom they converse; because such a 
jioint of duty is out of request , and slighteil 
in the world ; they are afraid of men' sface^:^ 
their tender forehead cannot sustain dei'i- 
sion, or endure to be flouted for being out 
of the mode, and wearing an uncouth garb 
of conscience. 

But this plainly is a perverse and iui-» 
manly modesty; a fond, a vile, a shameful 
shame ; fie on it ! should any man be ashamed 
of tliat which is his chief beauty, his best 
ornament, his solo dignity and gl(u*y ? should 
a mail be ashamed of being evidently wise 
in his conduct, of following his reason, of 
con ulting his true interest, of pursuing hi« 
own certain welfare and felicity? is it fit 
that any man should be ashamed of pay- 
ing due ill ktiowledgment, of yielding due 
reverent t, of midering duo gratitude, 
of performing due service to his Creator, 
sovereign Lord, and great Benefiittor; to 
whom he oweth all, upon wliosc will he 
entiitly depondeth, at whose absolute dis- 
posal ho i^? Surely these are no sliameful 
things, but <ucli rather wherein we ought 
to have the griatcst confi<lencc, which we 
ought to p< rform w Ilh the gn atest assu- 
rance. 

If we are bashful, let us he so in regard 
to things which are truly shameful; let us 
be ashamed of sin, that is, of our most real 
deformity , our turpitude, our div^a*’©, our 
wretchedness ; the w hich indeed is the only 
dLshoTiourable and di^spicable thing; the 
which did fa*'^t produce shame, and did in- 
troduce it into the world (for while inno- 
cence did abide, there was no shame), and 
the which will ever carry shame along ns 
iG inst parable adherent;^ it would indeed 
become us to blush at our horrible unwor- 
thinesh and detestable ingratitude toward 
our bountiful Lord, and most gracious 
Redeemer; it were proper for tis to be 
confounded at our extreme f(»lly and foul 
treachery toward oursolvcs, in betraying 
our souls to guilt, to re^et, to wrath and 
punishment : w ho should be ashamed, who 
not, the holy Psalmist hath w dl taught us. 
Let none that wait on thee be ashamed; let 
them he ashamed which transgress without 
cause: and, Let the pnrud he ashamed^ 
but let my heart he somd in thy statate^y 
that I be not ashamed*^ 

It is true modesty to be ashamed of doing 
unworthy and uiihandsotru' things ; but to 
be ashamed of doing whai reason and duty 
reemire, is pitiful weaknc ss of mind. 

w e do not owe so much regard to vicious 
and ^ ain persons, as to he dashed out of 

sjer is «a«Na Hi i! 95. 
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cuuuienaiice by them $ we should rather by 
otir masculine resolutiou and upright con- 
fidence put them to confusion*” 

If shame be an evil which we would avoid, 
the only rem©^ thereof we mayieam from 
those words of the Psalmist, Thea ihall I 
not be aehamed^ U)hea 1 have respect to thy 
testimonies but it is a fond course to shun 
disgrace bf doing that which alone de- 
aerveth it* 

Is it not also a wild thbg to seem modest 
toward men, while we are realW so hold 
with Ood, as presumptuously to onend him, 
to afrront him, to provoke Mm (as those in 
the prophet did) to Ms face for so indeed 
every sinner doth ; and as it is tlic ^eatest 
inadvertency not to uoubider Goa alway 
present with us, so it is the height of im- 
pudence to sin in his presence, or to prefer 
a regard to uieu before the reverence due 
to his eye,* 

Is it not also great folly for declining a 
little present transient disgrace, to do that 
whereof afterward we shml be griovonslv 
and perpetually ashamed ; ^ which wo shall 
never remozubor or reflect upon without 
fonfusion (according to that of the apostle, 
W^at fruit had ye of those things wketrof 
ye are now oekawedi) the consequence 
whereof ia our standing obnoxious to shanw 
md everlasimg contempt 

If we be tlms ashanied of God, and of 
our duty tc him, may he not justly in re- 
compense be ashamed of us, and disdain 
to own us in favour and mercy? He will 
surely; he hath often declared so: Who- 
soever (saitb our Lord) shatl he mhm^ed of 
me and if my words^ of Mm shall the Son 
of man he ashamed^ when he shall come in 
his am glory, and in his Father's^ and of 
the holy ungeisJ 

2. Another principle, near of kin to the 
former, disposing men to commit siu, or 
waive duty, in their open conversation, is 
fear of losing the good-will, or getting the 
ill-will, of men* 

It must often happen, that whoever will 
be virtuous, and stick to his duty, will for- 
feit the favour of men, will incur their dis- 
pleasure, will provoke their indignation ; 
by crossing their humour and conceit, by 
impticitly slighting their opinion, and con- 
demning their practice : tins is the portion 
atid frte of strict and stiif piety ; the friend- 
ship of God and the world are not well 
consistent ; and St. Paul's rule may be con- 

* Quid qiMssb ratfonlt tasbeS rerfioundart ad dwm 
tiammlB, «t vultiUD Del non v«reri?->J<em. JEp 108 
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verted, If I should please men^ I should 
iwt be the serva^d of Christ : ^ hence men 
prizing the favour of men with the ad- 
vantages of it, and dreading their anger, 
hatred, dibdain, wirh the mischiefs conse- 
quent on tliem, are scared from their duty. 

But in truth this is a silly, a base, a 
sorry fear, arguing wretched meanness of 
spirit, and pitiful cowardice. For, 

Dost thou, fond wretch, fear to lose the 
favour of man, whose favour doth avail 
nothing to thy main interests, and cannot 
anywise considerably benefit thoo (for in 
no respect dc»i»t thou depend on his vtill 
and providence), but dost not fear being 
deprived of God's favour, upon which all 
thy good bangeth, wherein thy felicity oon- 
sisteih, without which thou art unoapable 
of any prosperity, of any security, of any 
joy or comfort ? 

Dost thou fear Uie displeasure of man, 
of poor impotent man, a sorry frail worm, 
whose breath is in Ms nostrils^ (ready to fly 
away in every moment), whose anger can 
do thee no real liarra, whoso power can 
hoi'dly touch thee, can nowise reach thy 
soul or its concerns i”' whilst tliou dreadest 
not to offend the eternal, almighty God, 
under whose feet thou best, ready to be 
crushed into nothing, or stamped down 
into hell at his pleasure ? 

Darost tliou not, O heartless dastard, to 
do that which is in thy power easily to do, 
which thou art infliiitely concerned to do, 
which upon so many accounts thou art 
obliged to do, out of fear to crobs thiiu^ 
equal, yea, far thine inferior in this case ? 
for he that standeth to his duty, as be hath 
the better cause, so be hath the greater 
force, and assuredly will defeat all las op- 
posers. 

Art tliuu, O pusillanimous slate, in re- 
gard to any creature, thy fellow-subject and 
hen ant, afraid of expressing thy loyalty to 
thy sovereign Lord, thy love to infinite 
goodness, thy gratitude to thy best frieud 
and kindest benefactor, thy reverence to- 
ward the divine majesty, thine awe of un- 
controllable power? is Ibis a reasonable, 
an excusable, a tolerable fear ? 

Surely if ever to be driven out of heart 
is reproachful, if ever to be cowed doth 
argue infirmity and abjectness of spirit, it 
is in this case ; when wc liave all the reason 
and obligation in the world to be most cou- 
rageous and resolute, to fear no colours, 
to make our party good against all opposi- 
tion ; when we have the greatest necessity 
to Ongage us, and the greatest advantage 

k Junes iv 4 ; I John ii. 16 . Qal i. 10 
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to c'nconragf' us to Lold out stoutly; the 
greatest necessity, seeing all that wc have, 
our life, our salvation, our eternal weal, 
doth lie at stake ; for it is not a vain thing 
for you^ hreame it is your life:^ the great- 
est advantage, for that if ne will, we are 
invincible, and assurc<i of an easy victory, 
.seeing we take part with God, and have 
omnipotency on our side ; so tiiat we can 
say with David, Thr Lord is my helper^ I 
will not fear what man can do mto me : The 
Lord is my li^ht and my salmtion^ whom 
shall I fearf th$ Lord is the strength of 
my life^ of whom shall I be afraid f ° 

There is not, indeed, to those who are 
under God’s special protection, and confide 
in him, any thing in nature really fomida- 
hle or terrible : it is his peculiar attribute 
to be the mighty and terrible One ; he re- 
oonimendeth himself to us as ovr /«/r, that 
i^., the special object of it ; we therefore 
do sacrilegiously wrong him, by fearing any 
other thing, in such cases of competition, 
and when we are concern*'d to fear him; 
whence then we are prohibited to fear the 
greatest powers in the world: Fear not 
t/um whuh kill the body (if Ciod permit 
them), hut are nof able to hill the soul: but 
rafJur frar him who u able to destroy both 
body and ^oul in heli.^ 

Who ( saith St. Peter) is he that will (or 
that can) karmyon^ if ye be follou^ers of tnat 
u hich is good « — wherefore he not aft aul of 
tht ir terror^ nedher be troubled^ but sane^ 
tify the Lord Ood in your hearts^ (by a 
pure confidence in him.) 

In such cabcs, we should he ready to 
accost the gieatesl potentates in terms like 
those of the three bravo youths in Daniel : 
O Nebuchadnezzar^ W4» are nof careful to 
av'*wer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
ifod whom we serre is able to delioer uh 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he mil 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But 
(however) if not, be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve thy Gods, nor 
v*fOsk>p thy golden image which thm hast 
set up,* And if, in imitation of so worthy 
an e\amj)le, we should defy the wrath of 
the greatest kings, demanding any sinful 
compliance from us, how poor a thing is it 
to ft ar the disphasure of soiry companions 
enticing us to the hke 1 liow much more 
should we d*'fy all the crew of bectorly 
rufiiaus and hiiffing braggadocios ! 

While wicked profane men are so hold 

" Dent xxjttt. 47 ® Peal cxviii S , Heh lEtU. 6 ; 
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and stout in inipugiiinggoodnoss, we shouhl 
be Ctmrageous in defence of it. The right- 
eous is as bold as a lion.* 

The fear of God (the which is most rea- 
sonable and prudent, and consistent with 
the bravest courage) should exclude the 
fear of men ; the vmich is no less vain than 
base ; the which indeed doth involve the 
wildest boldne&s, and most rash foolhardi- 
ness in the world, pushing ua into the most 
desperate adventures that can be; while 
by sinning we incense the mosi dreadful 
anger, we invade the most fomudabW powers 
we incur the most horrible dangers, wo run 
headlong into the jaws of doa3i and hell : 
such a mixture there is of base cowardice 
and nriad audacity in practices issuing from 
that principle. 

3. Men commonly do neglect the open 
practice of virtue out of care to decline 
envy ; fivt ill men seeing others endowed 
with worthy qualities, which they want ; 
performing good deeds, from which their 
infirmity or pravity dotli hold them averse ; 
entitled to commendations, rewards, and 
advantages to which they cannot aspire, 
and whereby they seem hi eclipse their 
credit, or impair their iutere^t, or expose 
their unworthincss ; cannot look on such 
peraous without an evil eye, or without con- 
ceiving in their heart malevolent grudges 
at them, which they will lx* i^t to vent 
in spitofid practices, endeavouring to sup- 
plant or blast their virtue ; men are apt to 
envy the favourites of God, as they are of 
princes. Noi indeed doth any thing more 
owerfully incite men to hurt their neigh- 
our than such malignity, being edged by 
that anguish which Uioir sore eye doth 
feci:* to shun which envy, and its mischie- 
vous oflfccth, men commonly are tempted 
foi\ith(lraw its cause, their own \irtue, 
that its bright lustre nuky not wound the 
Mght of such neighbours. 

IBut thus to appease envy by deserting 
virtue is very fond and abburd. For, 

Shall I cabt away my best goods, because 
another would not* have me to enjoy them? 
shall I be terribly sick, to cur© another\ 
distempered fancy ? shall 1 render myself 
miserable, because another doth not like 
to see me ha)>p> ? because ho doth want 
charity, must 1 forego imiocenoe ? because 
he doth not love me, shall 1 hate myself? 
to please him mmuy, without bettering 
him, to ease him of a wholesome smart, 
shall I displease God, and abuse tnyecdf? 
Would he not be a silly nuui. w^ho being 

* lini<h«im plxcxrx iwvat tlrtuW )np)ictn " Ctinum* 
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envied because he seemeth a favourite of 
his inrince, would, to gratify such enviers, 
offend his prince ? No, surely : this is too 
fond a regard unto any mairs base dispo- 
sition, this is too great a gratification of 
an enemy's pleasure, this is too slavish a 
depression of a man's self: rather lot him 
fret, let him torment himself, let him inflict 
a just punishment on his own unchari'^able 
and unworthy humour; whereby perhaps 
he may be reduced to discern his folly and 
correct his fault. 

Would any man upon such terms port 
with Ills estate, mar his business, slur his 
reputation, or purposely play the fool? 
Would any man become poor, infamous, or 
ccaitcmptible, because to be rich, to be 
prosperous, to he honourable, to be wise, 
are invidious things ? Much less should a 
man upon that account neglect his duty, 
thereby betraying his soul, discarding the 
love and favour of God, destroying the sa- 
tisfaction of his conscience, and forfeiting 
his hopes of felicity : damages and mischieft 
comparable to which all the envy and spite 
in the world can nowise bring upon him. 

If we would avoid envy, wc should not 
do it by incurring a worse evil, andrendcj*- 
iiig ourselves contemptible for unwurthi- 
ness ; wo should rather damp it by modesty, 
humility, an inoffensive tenour of life. 

We should surmount it, and quash it by 
constant blameless conversation : the which 
will kill the envious or the envy. 

An unquestionable virtue wi’l stop the 
mouth of detraction, and drive envy into 
corners, not daring to show itself against 
it. 

4. A common principle, from whence 
neglect of duty and commission of sin in 
visible conversation doth spring, is a fear 
of infamy and reproach, whereto the strict 
practice of virtue is liable; men not endu- 
ring to bear the odious censures, the foul 
imputations, the ugly characters, the scurvy 
epithets, and opprobrious names, where* 
with the bold and spiteful enemies of gc sd- 
ness are wont to asperse and brand its 
faithful arlberents. 

To be deemed weak, credulous, super- 
stitious, formal, timorous, nice, squeamish, 
scrupulous, strait-laced, conceited, affected, 
cross, surly, morose, froward, stubborn, 
pertinacious, proud : 

To be termed a foppish simpleton, dot- 
ing on speculations, ^d enslaved to rules; 
a fantastical humtHirist, a {irccise bigot, a 
rigid stoic, a demure sne^dcsby, a clownish ; 
singulanst, or nonconformist to ordinwy 
usage, a stiff opiniatre ; a man of a pitiful 
narrow spirit, pent up within a small com - 1 


pass, confined by principles, fettered by 
laws, living in bonooge to his conscience : 

I'hese and the like harsh censures, foul 
reproaches, and abusive scoffs, even all 
which invention quickened by envy, choler, 
rancorous spite, and aided by the malicious 
fiend, can suggest, wherewith the profane 
crew of men usually do conspire to daub 
and persecute those who refuse to comply 
witli their unconscionable extravagances 
and impieties, men can hardly brook and 
thence to shun them )iold up all, cross their 
reason, prostitute their conscience, violate 
aUl their obligations ; choosing rather to be 
justly reproaohablo for bad actions, than 
unjustly reproached for good. 

But with such a person, who is thus di- 
verted from his duty, let me expostulate. 

Dost thou well to regard what unbridled 
tongues out of a wanton mind and corrupt 
hcaift do sputter and foam ? Shall thy prao- 
tic*p depend on their loose wit or licentious 
talk, so that thou must do uothing which 
th^ shall not bo in humour to commeml ?* 

Wilt thou renounce all wisdom, abandon 
thy best interest, forfeit thy happiness, to 
decline a squib or a 

Would not he be a stark foul, who would 
be raiU d or jeered out <>f Ins w.ij in travel, 
out of his business in traffic, out of his 
estate or real interest upon any occasion ? 
and is he not evidenlly far more such, who 
will be flouted out of his duty, outf of his 
salvation, out of any spiritual advantage? 
Was not the practice of David more jui- 
vibable, who said, The proud have had me 
in derision , yet hove I not deeJinedfrow thy 
Um' t “ 

David, a great king, a man of singular 
courage and gallantry , a glorious htTo ; 
yet even him did bold and baso people de- 
ride. Whom will not prufiino iiiipudcnce 
assjiil ? whom w ill not they attempt to deter 
from goodness? 

Art thou so blind as not to discern 
whence it cometh that they disparage vir- 
tue? that is, from their extreme vanity 
and rashness, which move them to speak 
any thing without consideration or discre- 
tion; from their great naughtiness and 
weakness, their being bewitched with plea- 
sure and besotted with v ice, w hieh engageth 
them to take p^t so furiously with them ; 
from their malignity and spite against that 
which crosseth their fond humours and 
exorbitant lusts ; from their pride, which 
swelleih against those who by contrary 

* N(tm ost turpiuR, quam tapiontiH vitain ab insipl- 
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praotire dissent from their folly, and re- 
prove their wickedness, and eclipse their 
repute ; from their envy, which repineth 
at thy appearing better and happier than 
theinsehes, thy excelling thorn in true 
worth, thy ei\joying that satisfaction which 
they want, thy attaining that blessed hope 
to which they cannot aapire: and seeing 
that their reproaches do issue from such 
principles, wilt thou regard them? 

Are their words any slander, who being 
professed enemies of goodnesa do naturally 
impugn it by the readiest arms they have, 
a virulent and petulant tongue?*^ 

(Jan their dirty language, bespattering 
good things, alter their nature, or render 
that dishonourable and odious, which in it- 
self is most excellent, most amiable, most 
venerable, most useful and profitable rf 
Is It not indeed a commendation of vir- 
tue, M'hich should encourage us the more 
to like it, to honour it, to embrace it, that 
vain, Mild, dissolute per^^ons, distempered 
in their minds, notoriously void of discre- 
tion, ot intc*grity, of sobriety, do pretend 
to vihf) and disgrace 

As tlieir commendation is of no worth, 
so their rcpi*o.u'h is less considerable. 

Dost thou not disparage thine own judg- 
ment by heeding theirs, or suffering it to 
he of any consideration with thee in the 
conduct of thy lifc?|| 

Dost thou take them to ho serious in tliis, 
<»r to spoak in good earnest, when they pc- 
proacli virtut, and slight the plain dictates 
of reason, the clear light of natural con- 
science, the expre^ss commands of God, the 
apparent concerns of their ow u soul ? they 
who arc sober in nothing, how can they 
bo serious in this, why should they seem 
judicious in such a case?§ 

Is it not evidently better to be slandered 
by giddy, lewd, ungodly wretches, who 
mmd not what they say, nor care what they 
do, whose judgment therefore can signify 
nothing; than really to deserve reproof, 
and thonce ccrtainl} to incur blame, from 
all staid, sober, considerate, wise, and vir- 
tuous persons, who judge advisedly and 
uprightly about things?^ 

PeluB. l*p li 

t (0& QiXdi, To IfoxStw 

ouitr (Tfoff i/unK, oibt Glreg Nu. 
Oral —de sode I’onst ) Aiit vm. $ 1 
} Mails dibplioerp, laudui i est — if it Excerpt, 

Non potest boiitib non csse» qiu boni** plaoot ; neo 
minus validum orfounonturu niilii s idetur, quod bonus 
ait 81 mails Jisplioeat — fiern. Ep. 218 
II Quanta dioincntia est veren ne infiunena aft> In- 
flimibus Sen. Ji>>. »1. 

$ Moverer si Juoicio boc facerent, nunc morbo fa- 
ciunt Sen E*c 

^ Lgo cum a nostro Calona laudabar. vo1 repra. 
hcndi me a csotciis tucilc patiobnr.— <V. de Omt 
* I Fot li 15 , ' Aroxu, 2 Tfaeia Ul. 2 , Ant. 

ui H 


Is it not better to undergo their seve- 
rest censure and most biting scofEs, than 
to be condemned of folly and baseness 
thy own mind, and reviled by thy own con- 
science? 

Is it not infinitely better to be unjustly 
defamed by men, than to be disreputed 
God, exposed to most disgraceful condem- 
nation at his bar, and thrown into that state 
of everlasting ignominy ? ^ 

Is it not more tolerable to hear such lan- 
piogc, than, having violated our duty and 
broken God's commands, one day to hear 
tliat dismal sentence, 6ro, ye cursed^ into 
everlasting fire f * * 

}t is a glorious infamy which one sus- 
taineth for the sake of right eousness.f 

Even heathens, with whom glory was the 
most ample rew^d and sweetest fruit of 
virtue, yet do epjoin that we should prefer 
conscience before it ; and tliat we should 
rather gladly embrace infamy than forsake 
virtue.jy 

It U i he lot of all good men (for probation, 
exercise, and improvement of their virtue) 
to bo perserufed, at least in some times, as 
when St. Paul said, AH that will live god- 
lily in Christ Jesus must suffer pet seaUwn: • 
and surely he that sincerely loveth God 
would oven desire occasion of sufferiz^ 
sumow'hat for his sake, in testimony of his 
faithful afiVetion: but what more tiderable 
persecution, wliat more easy martyrdom 
could we wish, than to be lashed by a scur- 
rilous tongue : or ratlier to observe the ears 
of otliers to be infested w ith buzzes of 
detraction? what is this but a little air stir- 
red in vain, but a mere sound or blast of 
wind, importing nought to him that doth not 
mind it, or will not be affected with it? 
the which surely, to a sound heart and pure 
eoiiscicnoe, cannot be very sensible : a man 
must have a fi'oward temper, or a tender 
( ar, whom a little such creaking or gra- 
ting noise doth much v ex ; y all its force is 
broken, all its mischief is remedied easily, 
by neglect or contempt. 

It is in a manner more commendable to 
suffer for being good, than for bidng a 
Christian ; a truer martyrdcjm to suffer for 
the temper, than for the name of (/hrist ; 
fur doing well, than fur professing truth. 

Who indeed had ever been goixl, in any 
notolile degree, if some had minded the 

« Tu ergo plus opptobrla timea qwtoi tonupnta^ 
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opinion or the dibcotirse of buch men, whom 
in all times the ^eat ocUerHary of goodue&s 
and maligner of our welfare hath excited 
to deter men fi*om virtue thus abusing 
it? hath it not ever been the portion of 
good men to suffer in this kind?* 

Was not our Lord himself, were not his 
apostles, were not all the prophets of old, 
were not all the heroes in goodness of all 
times, thus pursued with obloquy? what 
vile imputation, what name of re^oach can 
he devised, wherewith the spiteful world 
did not besmear them?* 

Yet were they much disturbed at it? 
were they anywise discouragetLor scared 
by it from their duty?t No: they rather 
did find satisfaction and delight in it j if ra 
ther did heighten their mind and strength- 
en their resolution ; it bt'gat a gallant and 
triumphant disdain of such injuries, enli- 
vening and animating them in their < areor 
of duty; the> did embrace reproach for 
right ermsness not only with content, as their 
proper lot and portion from God’s provi- 
dence, hut w’ith joy, as their special glory 
and happiness from dhine goodness,^ feel- 
ing it most true what our Master taught; 
hl('ssed are yr^ when tnen shall recile yoa^ 
avd bhuil say all manner evil afiaimf you 
fuUely^ for my sake* Blessed are ye when 
mn — shall reproach you^ and cast out your 
name as eml^ for the Son of man's sahe."- 
And, according to St. IVtcr, ti «, 

If ye be remroaehed for ike name of Cfuist 
(that is, for coii«cionably discharging aii;y 
(Christian duty) , happy are ye ; for the Spirit 
of glory and of God rcsteth on you : on 
their part be is evil spoken of^ hut on your 
part he is gloi ified,^ 

In fine, it is all reason, and it is the ex- 
press command of God, that in suoli casts 
w i‘ should not regard the censures or the 
reproaehis of an^ mortal; it is a part of 
duty to despise obloquy, to expose and lose 
reputation for God’s sake. For, Hearken 
(saith he) unto me^ ye that know righteous^ 
ness^ }he people in uhose heart is my 4««c; 
fear yc not the ^eproavh of men^ neither be 
ye of mid of thmr tevilings* jh'or the moth 
shall eat them up like a garment^ and the 
mom shall cat them like wool: hut my right- 
eousness shall he for euer, and my salvaiim 
from genemtiun to gtneration,* 

5. Men commonly decline the public 
practice of duty out of all'ectatiou thereby 

* '1 Mfluy/uMc futrriym truiMf iXetfitr — TIeb xt 
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to bo deein(*d more honest and sincere, or 
to decline the •suspicion of being hypocri- 
tical. 

As this is the most obvious and usual 
calumny wherewith dissolute people do 
charge good men ; so to men of generous 
disiKisitlon it is of all censures most poig 
nant, as most crossing theii tcmiier ; accord- 
ing to which as they hate to be, so they 
can hardly endure to be counted or calied 
dissemblers; whence often they choose ra- 
ther to scein mdifTerent Id goodness, than 
xeaJously itffccted to it ; they rather wai\ o 
some points of duty, than, for the perfor- 
mance of them, expose themselves to th.it 
imputation. 

But this proceeding is very uaroa-ion- 
able: for, 

What can he more absurd, than to be 
really and notoriously bad (as whoever 
omitteth his duty is), to pre\ ent a ^urImse 
of being such? or to be trul} worse than 
we should be, that wt may not be deaued 
w orse than w e spcm ’ 

How can wc more gratify the enemy of 
our salsation, than by appnuiiig oursehes 
in truth to he wh.»t he would faht^ly <1 m 1- 
lenge us to be, mockers of God, and trai- 
tors to our own soul ? 

Is it not a vain thing to rcgai d that kind 
of censure which it is impossible for any 
m«*m to escape, upon other terms than «>f 
being very naughty ? for wicked men will 
luvcrfail to load those with this charge, 
who will not comply with their tollies, and 
fun with them it the some ijrccss of iio/,* 
or are .my wise better than themselus; it 
is im vitable for n stauiuh man nut to be 
stigmatized for a hypoerite by them. 

Wc have certainly more r< asou to be sa- 
tisfiei] with tJie sui’e conscience and si*nsc 
of our own integritv, than to be uiovi d 
with the presumptuous assertions of any 
wrc‘teh devoid of justice or charity his 
ccnsui’O, being plainly injurious and con- 
trary to all rules of equity , which prescribe 
that no man should judge of things uu* 
known or uncertain, is utterly despicable. 

The tt'stimony of God (who is greater 
than our hunts) ^ perfectly knowing our 
sinccTily, may abundantly support us; it is 
a gi-cal wrong to him for us to value the 
rash suspicious of men, when we are seem e 
of his knowledge, who seeth all out *rorks^ 
and ttielh our hearts ; who hath said, tliat if 
we commit our way to him^ and trust in him^ 
he mil bring forth our ughteousncss as the 
lights and on/ judgment as the noonday*^ 

It is certainly better to be called hypo- 
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(Mifo by in(‘u for doiutr our duty, than to 
bo tnalod as a h^poonto b^ (ml/ for lu*- 
^l<‘otiu^ it; for all thobc who ujum any 
account iio\ioUto (jod's laws shall htme 
their portion with the hyjmvrites in that di''- 
<‘nnsolatt‘ placo is weeping and fjpmsh^ 

ini' ofteeth,^ And j^ood ri^asou ; for indocd 
by thus avoiding byjtocri-sy, wo roally do 
iiMMir it * by sookinj^ to proservo an opinion 
(►f sincority, sve forfeit the reality of it; by 
tin* pra<*tioo of disavowing Ibe fear tif (Jod 
and far(‘ t)/ coodness, w c do consfilute our- 
ubes <-'Tlain Inpoerites and impostors; 
di‘'S( nddinji our "thoughts, sinothering our 
< unsci( nee, d(‘Iiiding our lu'ighhoiu’b with 
f.ilse ooiM*(*its of us, tbigniiig that indifler- 
ouLO wliieh \\i* have not, pretending to act 
\.ith(»ut ugret or renior»e, which we cau- 
imf do; seeming othcnvis(‘ than we aie, 
signifying otherwise than we mean, dfdiig 
otljcrwee than we judge fit, or like to do; 
tlnd is, if we be not •'talk infidels, w ut- 
t{‘rh ‘ Old of eonseienee. 

TJiJ ^ I bypoeri ^y tiu*ne<l the wrong side 
out w at d, dit^tiisinf> a man in a fouler shape, 
and uglier garlt, tliau that which ianatui'a! 
aniTtrue. 

And if we eomj'are the two hypocrisies 
(that of pr(t<‘ndnig oonseiene* whieb we 
want, and Ibis of densing constnenee Avbieh 
we hav<*; that of seenung b<*tter than we 
are, this of semiing worse tiian we may 
b(‘j. tins in nature may well stem more 
\d» . in teud( my uion* dangerous, in i*ftoet 
inoi't misi'luv \oiis tlian tin other. 

'riuYe is i)t both the same falsehood, the 
same puNarication, the like ooutempt and 
aliLi'-e ol (iod; hut the In poerite of w Ijoni 
w e s)K ak dta th w orse ilnngs, moi e directly 
w’lougful to (jTod, more jn*ejudicial to g(K)d- 
lo'ss, lOxU'e harmful to the wmdd. 

The 'peeitnis hypoeiite, couukrfeiting 
go(»duess, and hiwutg a joriti of f^odhnes^^ 
without the power and reality of irV, doth 
yield to God home pai*t (the ej^terior part) 
of his due hrmom* and res[)eet; but the 
sneaking hypocrite, disowning pot«lnebs, 
dotli appai-eiitly desert, slight, and ailVunt 
God: the one serveih (irod with his taee 
andhissoiee. tlu»ugh his heart he farfiom 
him; the other <loth not so much as saeri- 
fie<‘ a careass of (*hedience to biin : that may 
bring some onHiit and advantage to good- 
ness, .strengthen ik interest hy his vote and 
coimtenanee; this, liy not a\owinu it, doth 
assuredly weaken its repulalion and cause: 
that hypocrisy, as such, L a pi i vale and 
.single evil, whereby a man doth indeed 
prejudice himself, but <bith not injure bih 
neighbour, yea, may <dify him by the aji- 
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pearing (wliieh in this respect is the same 
with till* real) goodness of his example; 
but this hypocrisy is a general mischief, 
a si'andnbnis evil, a contagious pestilence, 
wht‘rehy a man not only harinotn himself, 
but wrongeth many others, seducing them 
into dissoluteness, infecting the world with 
base indiffercnc(* to good, and easiness to 
comply with sin. 

It is indeed a sa/1 thing that (vod and 
goodness should bo deairtcd upon this 
ai*e<mnt ; that most men 'should be so un- 
charitlble, so unjust, so inijivudcnt, as to 
suspect all good men of liypocidsy ; as if it 
were jucrediblH that any man should hear- 
tily lo\e or fear God (when it is rather 
strange that any nian should do otherwise ;) 
that any man in good eaniest, or otherwise 
than ill preteuct and for sinister resjioots, 
should embrace virtue (wdiim it i^ marvel- 
lous that a reasenabb' man sbould deeliiie 
it;) that so many, <»f themselves inclinable 
to goodness, should bo so w^eak as to be 
deterred from it by so vain an appri hen- 
sion ; and that the name of liyiiocrisy should 
drive aw'ay piety; that it .should become 
desirable that liyimcriles might abound in 
the w<»rld, lest religion both in truth and 
[ show should be discarded. 

In fine, we may otherwise suppress this 
odioti*- imj)utatioii than hy deserting good- 
nes'^; w 0 may demonstrate ourselves seri- 
ui's and sincere by an inflexible arllierenco 
to it in tho continual tenor of our practice ; 
and espe<»ially in soino instances of duty, 
which are hardly consistent with hy jxierisy : 
for no man can hold long in a .straimnl 
jKisim’e ; no man w'ill take much pains, 
liF encounter great difljeulti»‘i., or sustain 
gi'ievoai liardships and afilictions, cross his 
aji]»etite8, forego gains and honours, for 
that wlii<*h he doth not heavlily like and 
lovt» : be may counterfeit in ceremonies and 
formalities, hut he will hardly feign hu- 
mility, iiu eknoss, patience, content ediiess, 
temprTance, at least uniformly and <*on- 
stantly. Even the patient euauring this 
censure will confute it, and wipe off tlio 
aspiTsiun of hypocrisy.^ 
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oourteouB imd civiU Men usually conform 
to sinful practices, because they 'would not 
be held clowns, rude and distasteful in con- 
versation 5 they would not give offence to 
their company, by clashing with their hu- 
mour ; by preferring their own judgment, 
and seeming to be in their own conceit 
wiser and better than those with whom 
they converse ; by provoking them to think 
they are hold fools, or worse, by such non- 
compliance. 

This is an ordinary snare to easy and 
ingenuous natures ; but tlie ground of it 
Is very unreasonable: for although in mat- 
ters of indifference, whore duty and sin do 
not fall into consideration, to be limber and 
ductile as can be (which is the temper of 
the best metal), to have no humour of our 
oi^n, or to resign up all our humemr to the 
will of our company, to condesceml unto, 
and comport with, any thing; to raise no 
faction or debate, but presently to yield to 
the swajing vote ; to become ail thirtgs to 
all men in a ready complaisance, bo wis- 
dom and good manners, doth argue good- 
nature, good understanding, good breeding; 
is a rightly gentle and obliging quality: 

Yet where duty is concerned, where 
sinning or not sinning is the case, there 
courtesy hath no room ; there it is vain to 
pretend any engagement to complaisance. 

For surely it is better to be held uncivil, 
than to be ungodly ; it is far bidter man- 
ners to offend any number of men, than to 
be rude with (^od, to clash woth liis pleor 
sure, to offt r indignity and injury to him : 
there can be no competition in the case ; 
no shad(w of reason, whv we should dis- 
please God to please mem. 

As it wtre in<»re civil to ofteml ten thou- 
sand boors (peasants) than to afftout our 
king ; so to offend ten thousand kings than 
to aih’ont our God, were in policy more 
advisable, and in equity more justifiable : so 
the ro}ttl Psalmist did judge ; for, Frhices 
(said he) did sit and speak agnins* #we, but 
thy servant did meditate in thy statutes:'^ so 
Moses, so Samuel, so Elias, so Jeremy, so 
Daniel, so the three noble children, so the 
holy ap(jsllos did conceive ; ^ who being per- 
sons otlierwi^e very courteous and gentle, 
yet nad not that consideration of mighty 
princes, as not rather to approve their con- 
sciences to God, than to comply with their 
pleasure ; how much less should we, upon 
pretence of courtesy toward inferior per- 
sons, ill ordinary conversation transgress 
our duty ? 

Our own interest iu such cases is too 
fousidtrabh to be sacrifieed to the conceit 
Tsai cxlx 33. v Matt x is 


or pleasure of exiy men: cur salvation is 
no matter wherein formality of respect 
should intervene, or have any weight ; to 
gain or forfeit our eternal happiness is no 
business of compliment or ceremony: it 
wore a silly courtesy for a man to wait on 
his company to hell, a wild point of gallan- 
try to bo damned in complaisance. 

Who would take himself to be obligeil 
in good manners to hold on the round in 
a cup of poison ; to leap down after tliosi , 
who, from blind inadvertency, or wilful 
perverseness, tumble into a trulf ; to cra-ih 
or stab himself in conformity to som ^ ue^- 
perate folk ? Much loss can a man be eii- 
g^ed out of any such regard (m compliant e 
with tlie mistake, weakness, or pra\ity of 
others) to incur guilt, to provoke iluino 
wrath, to expose his soul to utter ruin, to 
undergo a damage, for which all the w oi*ld 
cannot make any reparation or amends. 

Is it not far better to disgust than to 
gratify those who have so little considera- 
tion <if our welfare ; who iudi*cMl are very 
discourteous and heinously riule in offering 
to tempt us unto sin, to desire a oompljjmce 
therein with them ; to exj>ect from us, tluit 
we should adventure so much for th( ir v am 
satisfaction ? 

Indeed to gratify such persons w ere great 
and noble courtesy ; but re.dly to do it, wc 
should not go this way ; for this is a *'pu- 
rious courtesy , rather conspiracy and tre a- 
chcry, than coui’tosy. 

It IS in liutb, at the bollom, great di'^- 
courtesy (involving much unkindness, real 
abuse, unmerciful inhuinanilyand cr ucdty) 
to secoml, to countenance, to support or 
cncournge any man in doing that which 
manifestly tcriiletb unto his great prejudice, 
to his utter bani . 

It is the truest civility (implying real 
humanity, gcuuino charity, faithful kind- 
ness, and tender pity) to stand off in such 
cases, and, by refusing (in a modest, gentle, 
discreet manner refusing) to concur in sin 
with our friends and companions, to cheek 
them, to warn thtm, to endeaiour their 
amendment and retreat from pernicious 
courses ; to exercise that compassion \o^ ard 
them, which St. Jude caXleih. pulling them 
out of the fire,^ 

In sucli cases to repel thorn, yea to re- 
prove them, is the greatest favoiu* we ran 
show them ; it is not only safe for oimselvos, 
but kind to them, to observe St. Paul’s 
precept, Have no fellowship with the t/n- 
fruitjul wot ks of darkness^ hut rather reprove 
them;^ for which deportment, whenever 
they come 1o themselves, and soberly re- 
33. «Fpb T 11,7 
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Acct on thingb, thi>y ill tluuik and bless 
Ub ; and it will happen as the Wise Man 
saith, He that rebuheth a man^ afterwards 
shall find mare favottr than he that fitidter^ 
eth with his tongue.^ 

Jn fine, if we thoroughlj scan the busi- 
ness, we shall find that conunonl,v it is not 
abundance of courtesy, but a defect of 
charity, or of conscience, or of courage, 
which disposeih us to reservedness, or to 
concurrence upon such occasions, in regard 
to unallowable practices* 

7. Another snare which catcheth and 
holdefh us in open practice of sin, or ne- 
gltM't of duty, is deference to the opinion, 
authority, custom, or example of others ; 
to the common opinion, to the authority of 
great and leading persons, to the fashion of 
the world, aud prevalent humour of the age. 

A man (not conhulting or not confiding 
in his own reason) is apt to riedit the 
vogue, to defer a kind of generation to the 
general sentiments of men (especially of 
men qualified \ apprehending tW allow- 
able or tolerable which men commonly bj 
iWr practice seem to apj^rove. He is 
pron»» to suspect his own judgment of mis- 
take, when it doth thwart the opinion of 
so many; and hardly can have the heart 
to op]K)se his single a})]>rchf'nsiuii against 
so conimon notions. 

The ''oinmomiess of sin and multitude 
of offenders doth in a manner authorize 
and warrant it, d(*th at least seem to ex- 
cuse and extenuate it.* 

A man easily c()n(‘eiteth himself safe 
enough, while he is in the herd, while he 
walkoth in the road, when he hath the 
broad coverlet of general usage to shroud 
him from blame ; ^ ho doth at least fancy 
consolation in undergoing a doom with so 
many. 

But upon many accounts this is a very fal- 
lacious and dangerous ground of practice. 
For multitudes are no good authors of 
opinion, or guides of practice.*^ t 

Wise men hat e ever been apt to suspect 
that to be bad, which is mobf commcmly 
admired and affeef^'d. 

Nothing is more vulgarly noted, than 
the injudicioasness, the blindness, the le- 
\ ity, temerity, and giddiness of the vulgar ; 
temper, inclination, appetite, interest, and 
the like perverting biases, have most stray 
on them ; any specious appearance, any 
slight motive, any light rumour d<>th serve 
to persuade tliem any thing, to drive them 
any whither. 

* — illos rtefcndtt numenm Jifv, Sal U 4S 
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All ages have deplored the paucity of 
wibc and good men; the genuine disciples 
of our Lord, and sons of wisdom^ have ever 
been pvsillusgrex^ a small fioch; our Lord 
hath told us, that Wide xs the gate^ and 
broad is the xmy, that leadeth to dcstruc- 
tion^ and many there be which go in thereat,^ 
Wherefore popular use is no good argu- 
ment of truth or right ; nor can yield any 
warrant or any colour for infringing 6od*s 
law : no pMnscitum can be of force against 
it. 

God never did allow the people to ex- 
empt themselves or us from their loyalty, 
or obedience to his laws; they are univer- 
sally obligatory; he hath c<mmandetl all 
men to repent; he hath threatened that 
otherwise all shall perish; and that tribu* 
laiion and anguish shall be upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil,* 

lie by express prohibitions hath obviated 
all such pretences and pleas: Thou shall 
not (saith he) follow a multitude to do evil; 
and, Say ye not a confederacy ^neither fear 
ye their fear^ nor be afraid (fear not to 
dissent and discost frmn the way of this 
people.) \nd, If shiners entice thee (how 
many somer they be, though it be a sinful 
nation^ a people laden xnith iniquity^ a seed 
of evil doers) t onsent thou not.^ 

Indeed, if we cimsider it, it is so far 
from excising sin, that it is an aggi*avation 
thereof, that we lluTcin conspire with 
others, and the more the worse ; to oppose 
(Sod .singly, i*? not quite so criminal as to 
join with a rout in hostility and rebellion 
against him ; fiir hereby (Sod’s authority is 
mure shaken, and his honour more rudely 
violated ; hereby we do not only sin oim- 
selvcs, but contribute to the sin of others, 
encourage them to it, and uphold them in 
it by our patronage. 

iSertby we become accessary to the de- 
generacy and general apostasy of the age. 

Hereby we do join our forces to pull 
down God’s judgments on our country, 
and by promoting general corruption in- 
duce general vengeance. 

The multitude of sinners is so far from 
sheltering any one from wrath, that it 
surely draweth it upon all; forcing the 
Almighty, not only for the .ussertion of bis 
own authority, and vindication of his bo « 
uour, but for the good of the people, and 
purgation of the world, to poui* forth re- 
markalde vengeance.'^ 

For example: In the time of Noah did 
h Hiatt, 13; Luke xUi, 24 \ Horn u.27 , Isa a 22 
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i Kxod xxlil ? , Rom xH. 2, Bo not uonformed to 
thts wo^ld; IsA Tiii. 11 j 1 John It Ti. Irfive not tUo 
«orM: Isa. vitt. lO; Prov. i K* , ba b 4 tlka 
f I rill puige awAjr the drcits 



PIIOVIDE THINGS HONES T 


534 ) 


[si UMON 1 Wfi 


God spare the old worlds when all flosh had 
corrujtM its way upon the earthy did that 
Htavo off God’a wrath, or stop tho delupe?* 
No; it did grievously provoke him, it did 
in a manner necessitate 1dm to destroy mctn 
from the face of the earth ; hrinf^ng in the 
flood upon the world of the wigodly*^ 

Did the number of sinners in Sodom 
prevent vengeance on them? vvas it nol tliat 
which did condemn them to an orerfhrow^ 
so dismal, pulling down ffro and hrimstoiio 
on them? 

What was the reason (»f that wofid cap- 
tivity into which Israel was carried? was it 
not because ihoy v^ere all gricc'jus nrolf- 
ers;^ and had so generally conspired in 
wickcdiichs, that the prophet could say, 
jRun ye to and fro through the streets of 
Jermalem^ and see wom', and hww^ and seeh 
in ilte broad places thereof if ye can flnd a 
man^ if there he any that esautith Judg- 
ment, that seekrth the truth, md hull par- 
don Was it not this which did wring 
fi'om God that sentence, Sludl I not chtifor 
these things 9 shall not my soul be aoenged 
on such a nation as this ? ** 

When the case is such in any commu- 
nity, os it was in Israel, when God said, 
I^om the tiole of the foot ev^n to the head 
there is no soundness at it,* then judfunent 
is necessary, and it must ushuecdly follow, 
Yitur country is desolate^ — God, his 
patience being tired, and his goodiioss un- 
bU]>portably abused, will cry out, Ah, T 
unit ease me of my advcisaries, and aecngc 
me of mine enemies.* 

God, as (irovonior of the w orld, in dib- 
charge of Ids office, for clciiring bis hoinmr, 
for lussuring his majest), out of i (u:anl to 
public good, for the safety and wtlfaic «)f 
his subjects, is concerned to cba''lisc notv'- 
rions, s(‘andalous, and infectious sin: le 
may reserve private sins for the linal doom, 
when the hidden things of darkuess shall he 
hrmvghf to light, and the counsels of hearts 
manifested,^ and all things shall rccciv o jus fc 
reward and recompense; but it is expedient 
lo punish public sins publicly : they who 
det lai e their sin as Sodom, ^ with outi ugcous 
iiujmdciice, are like to hnd a punishment 
like liiat in a common vongcaucc. 

We should therefore in such a case be 
the more careful of our conversation, more 
hliy of sinful compliance with others, for 
preventing public calaiiuty; for that our 
single piety and innoceneo (^or the goodness 
of a few) may save our country, toy cl her 
w uh (turselvos, from wrath and ruin ; sce- 
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im»’ it i^ tlie gracious method of (jlod in 
regard to a few righteous men lo spare tbi‘ 
rest, lo lelease a nation from (leserved 
puni hnient; for if in Sodom had been 
found li‘u rigliteoufc f>er8ous, it had < scajied 
lh.d honibie destnu tion ; ^ and Israel in 
Hezeliiah’s time (although in a very great 
and general oorriiplion of that agej by a 
few good min did avoid the like doom; 
.*u*eording to that of the prophet, Erceptthc 
I^ord of hosU had hft unto wv a cinj small 
remnant, tre should have been as Sodom. 

The righteou«inefrS of one Noah did save 
tliera<*e^ of mankind from being c\tiin‘. 

The /cal of one PJjinehas tlid stop I hat 
plague which had devoured Israel: rhou- 
hob (said (iod himself) the <ion of Elf aaar, 
hath turned my leruih away from ihet fdloi ( a 
of Jsnwl, while he was zealous for my sake 
among them, that I consumed not the ehUdien 
of Israel in my jealousy.^ 

If there Imd been suili auolher publu* 
patron of piety, at llic tune wduu Krai I 
was so se\ ( rely punished by deh\ (.ranee 
into captivity, it would liave oletrueled Ihat 
laineuiable e\ent; God l.iuiM If so u 
for, I *^fruglit { said hej for a man aimMg 
them^ that would male up the lodge, ami 
sf arid in the gap before me for the lumf that 
J should not destroy it. huf J found nose. 
Theiejure have I loomed out my iiub^noi', m 
upon them: — and. Bun ye to and (s.nd 
he again), seek if ye can fnd a man~~-iu 
Jerusalem^— ami ] mil pa/ don it.' 

Wlnrefore, beside rtmud to our own 
wtliare, a <•( msidei ation ot puldie yood, 
charity toward the world, a comp* moji of 
our country, should vvitbold us Irom ( on- 
spiring in eoimnon traubgi'Cssions, or oinis- 
«.ioi*s of duty. 

If we sin with all, we must sufler vviili 
all; nor will tlu having so nmeh <Muii]Muy 
in sulfei*ing yield any true eoinfort to us; 
Sotios habim^e dolons (to hav(' eoinpanioiv, 
ill sorrow) is in it* elf a jiitifid solace, and 
an unwoilljy one, savouring of inluunan 
inalitmil' for oim fellows will bear no 
sliore v\ilh us, or take oil* any thniir frimi 
the Imiddi of our pains, winch will be 
m|ually to them and us extreme. 

Gan it bo any considerable* 'atisfaetion, 
(bat wi* arc sick of an epidt mical di » afe, 
that swecpttb away multitudes about us 
and vuth us^ 

Is it better for ono part, that the w(iob» 
body is overspread with a iioi-jome Jepro'-v ? 
that its fellow-members are tortimed with 
grievous anguish ? 

* <U«n \Ai« 3i * l8n 1.9, fiaui ui '* 

* ISiiin. M. r-.a1 OAi 30 *r/(l \vi ,«) II, 

.111 \ 1 * oud Hlllliut OVtilBCL' Uto, LlLlUb JkVl. 1/ 
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( \*iJi tbo .soroht pains of our bi'cthren cure 
ilu* aoliiiif^s of our lu*art, absua^o tlio panf^f. 
of our oon'^riiMioo, or black tlic cohMuninj^ 
iijunos LciK'uth ? 

W hal a dva nfage can w c enjoy fnun p:oinj' 
<lowii to lu'll ill a troop? wliat ciibc hUalUyc 
find llu*n* fiom hcln^if t*iu*oin])a'«M*d wilh 
tlic doU'ful groans, the picrcinjjf shrieks, 
and dismal Iioaa liners of fcllow-suffcrerh in 
that infernal dunj:*(‘Oii? 

Alas! AAill it not rather aui^mcnt our 
panis f o hear the mu’c complaints, tlio tierce 
aeciisations. tlie detperafe curses of those, 
Avixun our eompliauee h.*Uh eujj:ajj;ed, <»r 
cneonrat'ed, or eonfinncd and har<ioned in 
that n icix d praclico, \Alii(di did throw them 
into tbal disec nsolute ease: 

S. Another j>rineiple (near of kin to the 
foriijf r) IS a dislike of sinj^ularity and soli- 
tude ; tovcthcT ANidi tin* eonhoquciices and 
imputations tisually cleaviup: thereto. 

Oiif Mould not he a man hy himself; to 
hi' p«nu-d on, to he hooti'd at as a. kind of 
prodiey, to he deemed an c'Vli a\ agant , odd, 
hnriKMous. faiitiisllo person, conceited of 
his own opinion, addicted to Ids oami M'ay, 
airojj.ilii u to himself a liherly of crossing 
and c'ondt imuiip or eotitc midnp tin* AAorld; 
therefore he runn* tli alonp with the 
eumphine' Miih its siutul eusloins aiiii 
lutielity ftiOnous.* 

lint thi'. is a \ain jtrinei|»le; tor really 
to be sinpular is no faulty to he held m i.- 
no dispraee; it is rut her in many ease-^ Jmi- 
dable and hoiii/urabL ; and it in any, most 
reasonal'ty it is in this. 

Doth not Muetdarilx or pain its inereasc 
the ]>rie( anil estimation of cscTy Aaluahle 
Ihinp*? What niaketh a jeswl hut rarity ? 
what hut that luaketh a diamond more pre- 
cious than a pehble ? 

Do not iiu'u fi r singular eminency in any 
sirt, '•kill, faeiilty, ondovsinent, pain cre- 
dit ami renown:' What recommended to 
posteriiy tne name*! of Apelles, Praxiteleb, 
rhidias, hut cxc'ellinp in their art heyonil 
the oriUnary rate? what prave to Demos- 
thenes and iliecro tlioir esteem, but a sin- 
gular kna<*k of eloquence? to what did 
Alexander and Ga'Har owe then* fame, but 
to an exti aordinary valour ? whence got 
Socrates such a name, but from bis singu- 
lar wisdom? whence Fahrieius. Aristides, 
Cato, hut from their singiiLir iiili'grity? 

M^liy then .should it be a diwouragenient 
or reproach to be singular or t \traoidinai7 
in the noblest of all taeulties, that of living 
well ? in the most excellent of all perfec- 
tions, that ofAirtiie? 

* Ho m ^liovouft unto US oven to behold: for liih 
life is nut lilic otlior inon’s, bis vuys aiu ot‘ uioUitr 
iaslilott. W^id Ik r», Xv. 


In truth, a man is hardly capable of a 
p^eator commendation than this, that he is 
hiiiguhu'ly good ; tliat he surpassefh tlie 
vulgar h'vel, and inounleth ncai* heaven in 
tlie iUa iiiest qualities ; that no bad example 
or fashion hath been able to seduce or cor- 
rui^t him : this should render him to he 
most highly esteemed, and most dearly che- 
rished, ns a choice ornament of Hie w^irld, 
as a most useful instrument of good to man- 
kind. 

ft were desirable that virtue were more 
common in the world; but surely its being 
more rare doth render it more admirable, 
more illustrious, more glorious, 

Ileroical virtue is thereforo such, be- 
cause so few do attain or can reach it ; 

pauci quoii «*qaus amavit 
Jupum ; 

A few, w ho by special assistance of (Jod’s 
grace, and by extviuirdinery resolution, 
do surmount tlie obstacles which are st't 
I again«t it. 

It AAtn,® well said of St. Bernard, To hn 
»ood ftmong good moa hath but to 

le SH(h nt/KOtg hod vieti hath also praiio (a 
man will he &a\ed by that, but he should 
he coiiniiv-ndcd for this ;) that hath as luui’h 
fu( iiJttf a\ it hath Acewnty, thU is of ns muvk 
jrot ih as 

Indeed, if we consider the nnt ure of 
things, or consult the history of times, we 
shall tiiid that ’virtue must be, and ever 
h:*th been, liable to this imputation ; it is 
commonly so hard and bazavdoius to he 
good in any notable degree, that few will 
take Die jiains, or undergo llii' hardships, 
requisite to attain or exercise it. 

Hence the bcjst men (who are such, not 
iwcoriling to the blind conjecture of men, 
hut ill fiod’a sure esteem) are an elect, and 
peculiar sort of pixiple,** a few choice per- 
sons culled out of a gi'oat lump of those, 
who either reject religion, or embrace it 
only in verbal profession or formal show. 

iicnce it hath been the observation, and 
complaint of all times, 

Ran quippo boni Juv, Rat. xiii. 2rt. 

Hence the most renowned men for good- 
ness, and who by God’s special care have 
been recommended to ua ax patteriih there- 
of, have been very singular in it ; and their 
hingularitv did much enhance the price of 
their goodness. 

It is said of Enoch, tliat he walked mth 
God ; hut it seemeth with small or no c oia- 

K beside ; otherwrjse it would not Kav e 
so particularly recorded of liim. 

t lnti>r honos bonus osso Balutcinhalvot, intormaloji 
tcru lauduiu % Uliul taulA* fucilUallfi f*Ht,quant8aut 
s((*anu.tiK; hoe tiuittt! virtutis. iioaiita: ct dlfnciatatia 
-JBiin. F». !2.>, 

»• 1 Tot. li 9. * <5an r 52. 
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Noah waA content to be a man by him> 
■elf, a preacher of righteoumess against the 
vogue, and a practiser thereof against the 
stream of his whole age; for thee (said 
God of him, that is, thee alone) haoe I 
eeen rigMeom before me in this generatwa,'^ 
He was no less singular in his goodness, 
than in his salvation. 

Abraham had no common qualities, which 
moved God to pick him out, and separate 
him from the rest of mankind (to single 
him from his kindred and country*) to con- 
fer special ^aces and hlesbingb on him. 

Lot had m's righteous soul vexed with the 
jpthy conversation of the wicked which did 
inclose him, yet so that ho diid retain a 
sound and clear integrity among them. 

Job had this tc^stinioriy from God, exa- 
mining Satan concerning him : Hast thou 
comiaered my servant Joh^ that there is none 
like him on the earthy a perfect and an up- 
jright man^ one that feareth God^ and es- 
cheweth evil f * 

What was the resolution of Joshua? did 
he value being sole or singular in bis prac- 
tice ? No ; for, propomiding to his people 
whether they would choose God or not, be 
told them, mat however it were, although 
all of them should forsake God, he was 
resolved to stick fast to him, not regard- 
ing their practice; But (said lie) as fur me 
and my house ^ we will serve the Lord: ^ that 
indeed was nobl^ resolved ; it was a reso- 
lution worthy of such an hero, to stand 
alone in so good and wise a choice against 
his whole nation. It was a resolution suit- 
able to that his behaviour, which he ex- 
pressed in these words ; My brethren that 
went up with me made the heart of the people 
melt ; hut I wholly followed the Lord my 
Oods^ in regard to which his comrade 
(>aleb, being of the same spirit with him, 
is called a man of another spirit ; ^ different 
irom, and above the mean spirit of his fel- 
lows. 

What was David? was he not a man by 
himsolf ? was he not like one, of whom the 
poet saith, 

Egregium suiotainquo vlnim si cemo* bimambri 
llor monstrum puero, veil feete oompero mule f 
Ju«. SfU m 

So he tolleth us: I (saith he) am become 
as it were a monster* unto numy^ but my sure 
trust is in thee,^ 

Did Elias, to shun the imputation of 
singularity, or in regard to common prac- 
tice, swerve from his faithful adherence to 
(iod*s service, although he did passionately 

s A woiidar,-«N Tr PmI. Ixxi 7 
S Gen \li 1. < a Fet ii, 7 s jo«h xxW lb 

• Onn xU 1 • Job i 6 ‘ Joeh A 

i JKuiu. xlv 94 * Psxl oxlx 51 , I Pet 4 


resent, and bewail his case ? No ; for, I 
have (baid he) been very jealous for the Lord 
of hosts ; for the children of Israel have for- 
saken thy covenant ^thrown down thine altars ^ 
and slum thy prophets with the sword; and 
/, even I only ^ am left^ and they seek my life^ 
to take it away. ^ 

What was the case of Jeremj ? I (saith 
he) was a derision to all my people^ and 
their song all the day yet did he maintain 
his intigrity, and was a defeiwed city^ and 
an iron pillar^ and a brazen wall* against 
the whole land; against the kings of Judah ^ 
against the princes thereof ami against the 
people of the hnd.^ 

What was the condition of our Lord i 
was not ho «■««!«» a prodigy 

spoken against by all ; against wliom both 
Jierod atid Pontius Pilate^ with the Gen- 
Hles and the people of hrael^ were gathered 
together ; " who trod the wine-press alone ^ 
and of the people there was none with him-J 
who in hib life was regarded by few, and 
at his death (when he yielded his groat at- 
testation to truth and rightcoubUosO was 
deserted by all?** 

What was the apostles’ c(»n(lition ? were 
they nut singular men? were ii<»t they held 
a sect everywhere spoken against^ and im- 
pugned with all violence of spirit and rage? 
were not they mode a spectacle to the worlds 
to be gazed at with scorn and reproach? * 
did not they (a few simple, poor, weak folk) 
in doctrine and practice cross and control 
the w or Id, confuting, reproving, condemn- 
ing the generality of men of error, of folly, 
of wickedness ? 

It can therefore be no just blame, or 
reasonable discouragement, to appear sin- 
gular in the practice of virtue. 

Such a singularity is no good argument 
of fond conceitedness, of wilful humour, 
of arrogant pride. For, 

(’an it be fond conceitedness to follow 
the dictates of the best reason, to observe 
the advices of the wisest men in all times, 
to follow th^ direction and conduct of in- 
finite wisdom; to embrace that, which in 
most cases natural light, common sense, 
and continual experience, do approve? is it 
not wildness to do otherwise, though all 
should do it? 

Can it be wilful humour to hold fast our 
best interest, our truest comfort, our eter- 
nal salvation ? is it not ratlier so, to comply 
with a perverse generation in running head- 
long to their own ruin ? 

* Murus ftheneus. 

1 1 Kings xix 10 « Lam ili 14. » Jer i 18 

” Luke ti 84 ; Heb xii 3 , Acts iv 27 * laa Ixiu 3 
« John xli 37 ; xvi 32 ; Matt xxvi. 3). bS A«U 

xx^bi. 32 ; 2 Cor. iv 9 , U«b x. 33 , i Car 1 26 
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Can it be pride or arrugaiiee to acknow- 
ledge our Maker, to be loyal and dutiful 
to oiir heavenly Sovereigii, to fear the 
Almighty (iod, to submit to Lis t^ill, to 
tremble at his word^ to he afraid of his 
judj^mejds^ to shun his fierce anger and se- 
vere vengeance ? 

Is it a b«id ambition to seek that honour 
and immortal glory which God doth offer, 
to shun that everlasting shame and con- 
tempt which he doth menace? 

Is it not rather monstrous prosumjition 
and enormous vanity to contort and con- 
spire with rebels against God’s law, with 
desj)ist‘rs of his grace ? 

In tine, when the most men are foolish 
and min, wlien the world is depraved and 
tlih'^olutc, it is necessary that the best rea- 
son should be callf‘d humour, and the w i^est 
men sliould be deemed ei Ira vagaut; that 
the h«‘St tinners should be sslighted, and the 
best persons represented with odious cha^ 
raotf rs : but hence to renounce wisdom and 
goodness is abominably absurd ; as if wo 
should therproro put out our light, because 
it is iiitrld about us, or in deep winter 
should put off our clothes among the wild 
Indians. 

9. Of affinity to the foregoing principles 
is this most plausible ajiology for smother- 
ing our conscience, namely, a prudential 
apprehension, that wo shall not come off 
well in openly av(»wiiig and abetting good- 
ness, so as to do any good or servii'e to it 
thereby; but shall thereby ratlier work 
prejudice and disservice to it. 

The aye (will such a wise man say) is 
incorrigibly degenerate ; wickedness is not 
onl;^ bold and impudent, but even outrage- 
ously insolent , so that to appear strictly 
good is a kind of scandal, to pretend con- 
fccionee for our ride of ac*ti<»n is to be ri- 
diculinis. to })atronise duty is to provoke 
scorn and obloqu}/ to mention religion is 
to prostitute and profane it, to t‘onoern Clod 
in our doing is to expose his most sacred 
and venerable name to irrision and foul 
abuse. 

Such is the posture of things, that of all 
the sects and factions which divide the 
w^orlJ, that of Epicurean scoruers and 
mockers is become the most formidable ; 
with disdainful pride insulting and va- 
pouring over the professors of religion, 
persecuting all soberness of mind and 
staunchness of mamicrs with a fierce rage 
and a kind of satanic zi al. 

The stale of the world being like to that 
when the holy Psalmist cried out, Zord, 
hm long shall the wicked^ ktm long shall 
« Job all i. 


the wicked triumph? how long shall they 
utter and speak hard things^ wsd all the 
workers of iniquity boast themelves?^ 

In such a case, is it not seasonable to 
observe our Lord’s advice^ not to give that 
which is holy unto dogs^ nor to cast our 
pearls before swine?'' (not to expose good 
doctrine and holy practice to scurrilous and 
sensual people, who will snarl and bark at 
it, will scorn and trample on it, will Ute 
and tear you for it ?) 

Is it not, then, wisdom rather fairly to 
retreat, withdrawing our virtue into a safe 
retirement, than by openly contesting for it 
against overmatching forces, to hazard its 
being l^ed and abused, its being tram- 
pled on and triumphed over, by scomfuL 
pride and malice? 

In such a world, to oppose impiety, what 
is it but att'^mpting to stop a torrent, to 
allay a storm, to gape against an oven, to 
blow' against the wind, to kick against the 
pricks? 

But if this COSO be rigidly weighed, it 
rather strongly may engage us to an open 
proft‘»si<m and practice of the strictest 
virtue, than excuse us from it. 

St. I'aul doth enjoin us to walk accurate^ 
ly^ not as fools ^ hut as wise^ redeem big the 
time^ for this reason, because the days are 
evil; and that we should he blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, mthuut rebuke, 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse wo- 
tion, shining among them as lights in the 
world, and holding forth* the Word of life,''' 

And groat reason for it ; for the worse 
tlie world is, the more need there is of 
good patterns to instruct and guide it, to 
admonish and excite it to goodnes.^. 

It tJie days are evil, it is high time that 
we should apply our best endeax ours to the 
mending of them. 

If virtue be so near lost, or so quite gone 
from among us, it is needful that we should 
presvmtly seek to recover or to retrieve it.f 

If goodness be so hardly pressed by 
opposition, tlion hath every good man the 
more reason to appear strenuously in its 
defence, the more are we engaged to hasten 
with all our might to its relief and succour 
from irrecoverable oppression. 

Every one should labour to raiso a bank 
against that inundation which threatenetb 
to overflow and overwhelm all. 

Shall we endure to see the advers^ of 
our welfare to carry all before bixn without 

* <or holding fast, *tnix»9nt.) 
t Sp«cta JuveniB-in ea tempom nctns ss, quibiu 
fonuare aiuinuui oxpsdUt oouttaotibui exempliR.— i 
7ac. Ann. 16. 

"pMkl xeix.3.4; hi 1. s.S. 
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any opposition or obstruction ? Sliall we 
suffer iniquity to enjoy a quiet reign, to 
loot and settle Hbelf in its usurpation, to 
raise itself a title of long occupancy and 
prescription against goodness ? 

Is it not, then, metro generous to avow 
our fric^ndHliip to virtue, and to abet it in 
our patronage, when it is under the hatches, 
and crieth for our aid? is it not vile trea- 
chery in such a case to desert it ? 

Is it not gallant, then, to renst sm^ and 
chock wiekedni'ss, when it is so high and 
rampant ? 

Who will not be virtuous (or endeavour 
at least to appear such) uhen virtue is in 
fashion and request ; when it flour ieheth in 
reputation, wJien all tlie world doth eoun- 
tenanee and ab(*1 it? s^lio vvill not shun or 
disown wickedness, when it is common]) 
odious and despicable? who will iwt help 
the Lord against weak adversaries?*' 

Hut to embrace virtue u])on greatest dis- 
advantages, to disclaim vice in its trium- 
phant ])rosperity, this is indeed brave and 
masculine. 

He is a worthy man indeed who can keep 
the field among so many stout enemies, who 
con stand upright in a crooked generation ; 
who can despise the sc^orn, defy the rage, 
bear up against the impudence and malig- 
nity of vain, base, wretched meu,<'ombiiiiiig^ 
to supplant and extirpate goodness. 

Nor have w c rejison, in procc (*ding thus, 
to despair of good suecess; we need not 
fear thereby 1<» expose tlie credit, or en- 
danger ilu* interest of goodness. For, 

How can we fail of pr(»«pering in th** 
miuiitenanco of (xod's cause an<l special 
concern? Although men may commonly 
desert him, yet doth he not uHerly for- 
sake them, or give over the governineut 
of the world ; he may lot the reins lie a 
little loose, hut he dotli not put them out 
of bis hands ; Ins power caimot be al)iitcd, 
his ]>ro\idenre can never sleep ; tlumgh 
he is so patient in suffering wicked inon 
to provoke him, yet he will not be slack 
in assisting good mon, who hike his paii;, 
and undertake to maintmu his honour; 
assuredly he will help them who help him 
against the mighty. 

In this servii'e one mill chase a thoasawl^ 
and tmo pt/t ten thousand to Jiighti one 
David will knock down never so many 
Philistines reproaching (lod’s name ; one 
Phinehaa will repress the petulancy of a 
w’holc nation ; one Jeremy shall be a hta- 
zen w{dl agtiinst a whole land: God will 
make it good to such an one, 7%'y shall 
Jight agtmtsf thpt\ hut they shnll not prevail 
as. 


against tltcc ; for I am with thce^ saith the 
Lord^ to deliver tha 

One sfiber mail in defence of virtue is 
able lu diseiunfit all the hectors, tln^ hufiing 
blades, and boLstorous rufiian- m the world, 
attacking them with sound discTctioii autl 
steady resolution : for all llu ir lu-aveiy and 
«*onfidcnce, thev mv casih inali'd; and Ik- 
inglik(‘ tlu‘ir sire, if yon resht fhem^ th ij 
Will Jleo from you:^ a prudent, seasonable, 
smart check, will quash their spuriouK cou- 
rage and giddy audacity. Their contempt 
of goodness Ls but feigned; they c.mnol 
really for their hearts despise it; there 
is fltani])ed on their souls and couscieiu'cs 
such a i*espcct, such an awe thereof, whh h 
th( y cimnof quite rase out : wherefore if 
you briskly reprc'cnt it to them, and clul- 
lei^ie their reverence to it, they camiut 
but snccumh, their own mind and con- 
science joining to back your repr(»of ; so 
tliat if you caimot rcchiim tlnau, you sh-ill 
however repr<‘ss them; if you caiinof cor- 
rect their vi<*e, you shall yet confound tin ir 
iinjmdcnce: For so (saith St. J\tcr> it is 
the will of dod^ that with ict It-douor yr wuy 
put to sih^ne the igmraufe offoohsh men ; 
and, flaring a good itjn science^ thai^ nhen- 
as they speak erd of as of irli doirs. 
thex! way he ashamed thatfdsehj ucfHse your 
conversation in C *hrht^* 

It is only a sneaking, ora timoious pro- 
tenee to vdrtuc, which they coul(*»,in; but 
they will admire those who *>.titily adhere 
to it, and stoutly maintain it. 

We hliall the?*eforc expose virtue', lud 
by frankly avowing it, but by faintly slink- 
ing from it, when occ-cion r«<|uuith un 
open acknowledgment and exenqdary pr.u - 
tice of it. 

If the world is so very bad, it will not 
be wor^e for our attempt lo lu'tti'i- it , it 
will be so mucJi at least betler, that one 
Ihireiu hath tlial worthy purpose. 

It was had, when Noah preathed light- 
eorsne,ss to it. 

It was bad, when Elias was so zealous 
for the Lin'd of hosts. 

It was bad, wlu'n Jeremy was derided 
for declaring Giaf swill, ami exhorting lo 
repentanci*. 

They were very bad times, when all the 
prophets did •-trlvc so earnestly to re- 
claim men from their wickedness ; being re- 
proached and pcrs<»cutcd for doing so, but 
not deterred from doing it : the resent nu'iit 
lliey had of the badness of times, di»l not 
lUtdie them abanduti the uu'aiis of its re- 
covery from it. 

• Deut xx^u. 30; JoOi x%i«i 10, Nun; 3; 
Jer 20;i. 19, II iv < ^ Jor 

U, 1 Pet. u. Ij, ih n>, lit 11 ri. 
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Tkfi vMe vorW did lie in inihednenfF 
when Ibe a(»ostleb did uudertiik(> liie ni'nr- 
imitioii oi'jt. 

In fine, if men gencr*ilh upon Mieh ao- 
oouutw ol d(‘spainiig pi'udetiee iU‘j;leot to 
own goodncb*-, wl.;it must tho consetjuonce 
he?** w licit, hut that piety bhall be cashiered, 
that \irtue slwil he discJU'dcd, that eon- 
'^euiKv shall hi quite e\pIoded ini<l exter- 
luiiiated from tlu* vvoi hi? that consequently 
an lionihli* deluge of \ari<)us misehiefs, a 
general }»revalenee of lewdiK'ss and luxury, 
of fraud and violence, of faction am! tu- 
mult, a violation of all faith and friemyiip, 
a dissolution of all order and jasnet*, will 
ensue? 

And \^liat must grow upon this stale of 
tilings? wliat hut another ilofwl of judg- 
ment'., and uoful vengiance? Wlien God’s 
patience liath been tiied to t)u‘ utmost, and 
Ills goodm^ss tired with ht firing sueli a load 
of tdiohuiuilion-i, lu’will be fom*d to cr> 
out, ShfdL / no! ohit Jorlhen* things * Utull 
not tnif soul bt avenged on mch a naixon (U 

ID. Another jirinciple of dispensing with 
conseu uet in pnl »lie <lutips and coin t rsath n 
hefore na n, e a kind of p(i verse wisdom, 
or ‘ul t(( (tail, afh ctnig tin name of dis- 
ci lUoii. * 

Men see thirearc divers incomeni.'nees 
lift* nding the profess ion ofrespecl to God 
and coiisi'ieiiee in all the ir doings * that the 
world 111.1) dislike and discstctm them, that 
divers person will hate, malign, reproach, 
and pi rsec iito them for it; that they may 
chance to he crossed in their d<‘.dgns, and 
lost jirofits or preierincnts thereby; therc- 
tore tliev doem it advisable to deeline it in 
open view , making up the defect by adoi ing 
ainl serving God in }>nvate. 

'riuu^ Ihi'V tliink to salve all, by main- 
t.dning a iu utrulity, and eomjtonnding (he 
busiiKs^ ; )ielding an ojion conformity to 
the world, and I'cs^rving a secret regard 
to (it»d; sinning publiily,and privatel) re- 
penting; retaining Iht ir ercdit, tpiiet, ease, 
pleasure, with their imiseienee and ]»eaee 
of mind; affeeting some piely, but avoid- 
ing the scandal of it.* 

Tht) would hold fair with both sides; 
so that neither the world sliould perseculi* 
tlicm for crossing its hiinmur, nor God 
punish them for transgrt'ssing his will. 

They drive a subth‘ trade, hoping to 
g.niii on all hands, both the benefits of the 
other, and tho advanlages of this world; 

* htiilta crtliditiM, lu rvorso iiuUftttt prudontiiun. — 
Cu dt OJf^ 111 11. 1 t.t 

« J \ I'J ‘1 Nono c«lU‘lh for jii'itici', nor 
rli'afktti tor iTutti I I hs I ' Jw. \ VS, 
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1 to save their soul, and serve their worldly 
intiTcsts ttjgether: 

This tlu y would believe a point of spe- 
cial v\i dom pre.scrjbed by Solomon: J^e 
nof iightt OHS ooarmueh^ neither make thy’* 
self overudsa; for why hhoulfle^t thou destroy 
thyself f fie not overmuch unclied^ neither 
be thm Joolhh : why shouldest thou die be~ 
fore th( time t 

But this rooking trick, to hedge thus 
and save stakes, to play fa^t and loose, to 
dodge «ind shuffle with God, God doth not 
liki , nor w dl sufler hiinsi If to be gulled 
witn it. 

He will not b(‘ satisfied vv ith such a mon- 
grel, partial, and halting service.^ 

He will not allow us to withhold that 
half of hj» service (the external, visible 
part thert>of) w’hieh is most honourable to 
him, <ii)d most >»enefi<*ial to our ncighbonr. 

lie cannot ciidur.^ a double heart, or a 
ilouble face ; out looking upward to hoaven, 
iuaoihtr downward to the larth.* 
lie exaeteth from us an integrity of heart 
and perfection of ohcdicnci* ; that wi‘ should 
love him with our whol.* heart, that we 
should be perfect with him^ that we should 
w'alk upriglitly, not deflecting to the tight 
hand nr li ft from our dut). 

He will not endure that we should holtl 
amity or eoiTospondeuce with his emnnies; 
particularly with the world, the friLudbhij) 
w lit reof he hfith declared inconsistent w ith 
hi" favour; anti that it i^i a spiritual adul- 
tery to impart any of our aflcctions to it ; 
according to that of St. James: I'i? arhiK 
tcrers awl adulteresses^ know ye not that the 
frietuhhtp of the world is enmity with God ^ 
so that whosoever will he a p it nd of tho 
world becometh the enemy of (no^U 

"VVo may shift as well os we can in tho 
world, provided that we hold innocence, 
and do not consjiire with it against God, 
hy violation i»f our duty to him.f He wise 
as serpents^ ituiocmt as doves ^ Alatt. x. L(>. 
(as lanibs^ Luke x. 3.) 

They rejiroach good men as supersti- 
tious; who are afraid of invisible powers; 
who let go things in hand (present interests 
and pleasures) for a reversion and Iiojk'. 

As if God's W'ord Mere not .^uffleient 
.security; as if we may not as well relv 
u])on things eon<!picuous to reason, as tho.o 
which are obvious to sense, 
t itom. XVI. I'l ,— VO ii'mOoVt iutt^eno,*. 3i tif 

VO 9t«.3tOV 

* tccle«t vii lb, 17. ^ I KiwRv xvlil 21, ‘ raal. 
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If Christianity be plainly false, they say 
well ; but if it be true, very absurdly ; yea 
if probable, very imprudently ; yea if pos- 
sible, not wisely. 

They charge conscientious men with ti- 
morousnebs, miiitheartedness. 

It ib tiinorousiiebs or blameable fear to 
dread things without reason, things nowise 
formidable, which cannot hurt us ; such a 
timorous man is he, that out of fear of men 
(of displeasing^iem, of sufi'ering by them, 
of their reproach), &c. transgi*ebscth his 
duty. 

But to fear God is wisdom, soberness, 
duty, virtue ; it is handsome and honour- 
able, becoming our nature, our condition; 
the pabbion of tear was chiefly put in us for 
this purpose, as its best use. 

Is it courage, and not rather madness, 
to provoke, to resist, to challenge, to cope 
with the Almighty ? is it courage to throw 
one’s self down a precipice, to leap into the 
infernal lake ? is it gallantry to dare to trans- 
gress all reason and sobriety ? is it brave to 
be wild and senseless, &c. ? 

It is true courage to resist and repel sin 
assaulting a man with w hate ver advantages ; 
to dure to do well, although vain men de- 
ride. and spiteful men hate us for it. 

It is a kind of martyrdom to be ill used 
by the world for adhering to his duty 5 and 
he hath a share in that. Blessed are they^ 
who mffer for righteoum*sH, 

In fine, it is a vain prudence to be thus 
politic with God; whereby w'e shill lo&e 
the whole, or that part which is invaluable, 
out of presumption to save a small incon- 
siderable part.* 

If this be prudence, then (as St. Paul 
saith) is the offeree of the cross ceased,^ 

Then our Lord prescribed a foolish con- 
dition. 

Then were the apostles very imprudent, 
who deserted all, and suffered so much for 
their conscience; being content to secure 
their spiritual interest, and to obtain the 
eternal rewards of piety; choosirtg tfu, 
better part, which could not be taken from 
them.^ 

What the true wisdom is in such cases 
St. James hath told US; Who is a wise man ^ 
and etLdued with knowledge among your let 
him show out of a good conversation his 
works mfk meekness of wisdom.^ 

* Mutt, ac 30, — *0 avvwu, itrtkieu 
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SERMON LXVIII. 

OI> TUE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

Psalm c^lv. 9. — The Lord is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. 

The goodness of Cod is a frequented 
theme : to many perhaps it may seem vul- 
gar and trite; "so that dibcourso thereon, 
like a story often told, may be nauseous to 
their ears; but in truth neither can we 
s]>cak too much upon this most excellent 
subject, nor ought wc ever to be weary in 
hearing about it ; for it is a sign that the 
palate of our mind is dibiomperod, if we do 
not with delight and affeciioTi relish any men- 
tion of divine goodness. Yoa, tlie observa- 
tion of men’s common practici‘ wouldinduce 
us to think, that either this point is not so 
well known, or but little believed, or at least 
not well considered ami applied. For how 
could we be so void of lovo to God, of grati- 
tude toward him, of faith «ind hope in him, 
were wc thoroughly persuaded, did wc seri- 
ously consider, that he is so exceedingly 
good toward us? How can we be so inbenbible 
of the benefits we enjoy, so distru‘*tful of 
flnditkg succours and supplies in our need, 
so dissatisfied and discontented with w hat 
befalls us, if we c«)nceive and weigh, that 
all things do proceed from, are guided and 
governed by immense goodness? Htov also, 
if men have such an opinion of God im- 
pressed on their minds, comes it to pass, 
that thk'y are so little careful to resemble 
and imitate him in kindness, bouiily, and 
mercy to one another? How i.s it. in fine, 
that the most powerful argument to all 
manner of good practice, and the mightiest 
aggravation of sin, if well known and pon- 
dered, hath so little force and efficacy upon 
us? Frk>m experience therefore this argu- 
ment may seem scarce sufficiently incul- 
cated. We may add, that discourse upon 
this attribute t (which above all other at- 
tributes doth render God peculiarly iid- 
mirable and amiable), hath this special 
advantage beyond other discourses, that it 
doth, if our hearts conspire therewith, ap- 
proach most nearly to the formal exercise 
of the most high and heavenly parts of de- 
votion, praise, and thanksgiving; that it 
more immediately conduces to the breed- 
ing, the nourishing, the augmenting in us 
the best and noblest of pious aifections, 
love and reverence to God ; trust and hope 
in him; willing resolutions to please and 
serve him ; whence it is consequent, that 

^ 0i«(, ou w»XkSv Svruv. if' »7t Sicv^^irdU, aASiv 
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Vie cannot too much employ our thoughts, 
our words, or our attention upon this point. 
Besides so much reason, we have als<i good 
example to countenance us in so doing: ^e 
have the precedent of the holy Psalmist 
resolving to make it his constant and con- 
tinual employment ; J wilt sing (saith he) 
of the merries of the Lord; with my mouth 
will ] make knotmi thy faithfulness to all 
generations. And, Every day wiU I bless 
thee^ and I will praise thy name for ever and 
erer* (that blessing and praising God, the 
context sho^R to have consisted especially 
in the declaration of God s great goodness : ) 
and. It is a good thing (saith he again) 
to give thanks unto the Lord^ and to sing 
praises unto thy name^ O thou Most High: 
to show forth thy lovingkindness in themorn^ 
ing^ and thy faithfulness every nigfit.^ Such 
were his intentions, and such his judgment 
about this practice; and wo tind him in 
eflect true and answerable to tlicm ; every 
song of his, every nieditatiim, every exer- 
cise of de\otion chiefly harping upon tills 
string ; and be earnestly wishes that others 
would consent and consort with him there- 
in ; he earnestly exhorts and incites tliem 
thereto : O that men would praise the Lord 
fur his goodness^ and for his wonderful 
wotIs to the fhUdren of men! Praise the 
Lord^ O give thanks unto the Lord; for he 
is good^ for his mercy endureth for *n)er,^ 
That one txainplc might sufficiently autho- 
rize this }»ractice; but "WC have innumer- 
able otliers, and those the highest that cau 
be, to encourage and engage us thereto; 
even the whole choir of heaven, whose per- 
petual business and happy entertainment 
it is to contemplate with their minds, to 
celebrate Mith their voices, the immense 
goodness of God: They have (as it is in 
the Revelation) lorest daynorwghi^from 
performing this office,^ Such is the subject 
of our discourse ; the which our text most 
plainly and fully expre.sse6 ; asserting not 
only the goodness of God, but tlie univer- 
sal and boundless extent thereof : The I^rd 
IS good to all, and his tender mercies (or his 
bowels of affection and pity) are over all his 
works. And that God indeed is such, wc 
shall first endeavour to declare, then shall 
briefly apply the consideration thereof to 
practice. 

That God, the Lord and Maker of all 
things, is of himself, in regard to all his 
creatiffes, especially to us men, superla- 
tively good, that is, disposed never without 
just or necessary cause to harm us, and in- 
clinable to do us all possible jutd befitting 

■PSiVl I . cxlv. i *■ Psal rt, c\i. 1. 
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good, the universal frame of nature and 
the constant course of Providence do afford 
us sufficient reason to conceive, and moat 
frequent, most express testimonies of holy 
scripture do more fully demonstrate. There 
is no argument from natural effects dis- 
cernible by us, which pro\ eth God’s exis- 
tence (and innumerable such there are, 
every sort of things well studied may af- 
ford some), the which doth nut together 
persuade God to be very kmd and benign; 
careful to impart to uo all befitting good, 
suitable to our natural capacity and cundi- 
lion ; and unwilling that any considerable 
harm, any extreme want or pain, should 
befall us. (I interpose such limitations, for 
that ail absolute, or universal and perpetual 
exemption from all kinds or aU ilegrecs of 
ineonvemeiiee, an accumulation of all sorts 
of app('aring good upon us, doth not be- 
come or suit our nal ural state of being, or 
our rank in perfect ion among creatures ; 
neither, all things being duly stated and 
computed, will it turn to best account for 
Uh.) The best (no less convincing than 
obvious) arguments, os&ertingthc exi.stcuce 
of a Deity, are deduced from the manifold 
and manifest footsteps of admirable V(is- 
doni, skill, and design apparent in the ge- 
neral order, and in the particular frame of 
ercatui'cs; the beautiful harmony of the 
whole, and the artificial contrivance of 
each part of the world; the vvhich it is 
hardily possible that any unprejudiced and 
undistempered mind should conceive to 
proceed from blind chance, or as blind ne- 
cessity. But with this wi&dom are ali^ays 
complicated no less evident marks of good- 
ness. We cannot in all that vast bulk of 
the creation, and numberless variety of 
things, discover any piece of mere pomp, 
or i*y curiosity; every thing seems to 
have some beneficial tendency ; according 
to which it confers somewhat to the need, 
convenience, or comfort of those principal 
creatures, which arc endued with sense 
and capacity to enjoy them. Most of them 
have a palpable relation to tlie benefit (to 
the subsistence or delight) of living crea- 
tures; and especially in an ultimate rela- 
tion to the benefit of man; and the rist, 
although their immediate use be not to uur 
dim sight so discernible, may therefore be 
reasonably presumed in their natural de- 
signation to regard the same end. Where- 
fore, as upon consideraticai of that ample 
provision, which is made in nature for the 
necessary sustenance, defence, and relief, 
for the convenience, delight, and satisfac- 
tion of every creature, any man, who is not 
careless or stupid, may be induced to cry 
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out with the Phaluii&l, () Lord^ kowniani- 
folflare ihy works ! in wisdom host than nujde 
them aU:^ ho may ho with no loab recL^on 
and ground aft or him pronounce iuul ac- 
knowledge, The earth is fuU of the goor/- 
ness of the Laid: The earthy () Lord^ i 
fill of thy merry: Thy merry is great unto 
the heavens ; thy merry is great above the 
heart ns^ It indeed boeauf.e divine good- 
nebb is froedy diffusive and ooimimnicative 
of itbelf ; hecaube essential love is active 
and fruitful in henefieenee 5 because highest 
cxce]lciie\ is void of all envy, selfishnebb, 
and tenacity, that the world vias juoduced 
such as it was; those perfections bting 
intriiisical to (Tod\s nature, disposed him 
to bestow so much of being, of beauty, of 
pleasure u])oii Ids creatures. Mropeneth hh 
nand^ they are Jilkd with good: ® it is fj'oin 
God’s 0 ])('n hand, his uucoiifincd bounty 
and liberality, llmt fill er\^afures do vocehe 
all that good which fills them, which sa- 
tisfies their neetls, and satiates their dt‘sires. 
Every jdeasant object wt ’view, e\erv tweet 
and savoury morsel we taste, every fra- 
griuiey we smell, try hannou} we hear; 
the wdioh some, the chetriuir, the useful, 
)ea, the iiinoeeiit and iuofitiisive qinilitn-' 
of every tinner we do use and enjo}, arc 
so many perq>ieuous argunu ills of divine 
gooihiess; we may not only by our rea-on 
eollcet it, but we tveii touch aud feci it 
with all oiu* s( nses. 

I’he like etnudusion maybe inferred from 
the uhserv ation of divino Pro\ i<leuee, Ev cry 
signiti(‘ation or t'cperimt nt, wdience wo iiiav 
reasonably infer that divim jiuwer and vvis- 
doin do com ur in upholding, i)ianaguig,aiid 
dirceting the gnnuTal state of thing , or the 
particular affairs ol’ men, l»eiug welJ eva- 
mitUMl and weighed, would afTl<u'd nasou 
apt in pej'suadt, that the (lovi‘rnor of the 
worhl is graciously aflected toward Ids 
ircalures and suhjtcts. The ucraJ ])ie- 
servation of things in their natural couftti- 
tulion and onJiT; tlic dispensing constant 
vicis&itudes of stason, so as may serve f'*i‘ 
the supply of our needs; the maintaining 
such a eoursi’ of tidngs in the world, that, 
ijotwitlistjinding the great irreguhuify of 
will, and vit)jei»ee of passion in so many 
persons; )el men do ordniai'ily shift so as 
to live tolerably upon t‘arth in peaet and 
safety, and tmjiiymcnt of compident act oni- 
inodafions for life; with the aids and lon- 
holaiion'i arising from mutnal society ; tin* 
snJ>pcll•^^, encouragements, and rewards of 
\irtm many tinn's in a strange manner ad- 
lidnisten d ; the restraints, disapjiointiin nts, 

• r«i1 /MV SI • PflflJ. xxi^jil. r> , Cjtix 61; Uii 
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and se.-i&onahle ehastisomemts of wicl,ed- 
ncss, especially w^hen it grows exorhitMut 
and outrageous, uiiexpeetedlj iater\»ning, 
with the hKe pa ‘•sages of Providemv, will, 
to him that shall regard the works of the 
Lord^ and the tyteration of his hands}' suf- 
fieienlly deelare, as the other gl(H’ious al- 
trihuies (wisdom, power, and justice), so 
especially the goodness of him who prc'sides 
over the w orld ; assuring tliat he is a friend 
to the wTlfare, and dislikes the misery of 
mankind. He that shall well oluerve and 
con'%idc*r how among so many fierce ainl 
liard-heorted, so many crafty and spite- 
ful, so many domiinering and devouring 
spirits, the poor and W(*aL, tlu» simj>le and 
hiU’inless oOrt of peojdedoh(»wever sut)'-i‘- 1 , 
and c*njo\ somewluit, cannot but suspect 
that an uinliseernihle hand, full of i»ily and 
bounty , doth often convey the neix ssary sii])- 
porls cd life to them, doth often divert im- 
minent mischiefs tiom them; cannot hiit 
aeknowdedge it credible what the holy scrip> 
lure toacheth, that (vod is the friind, and 
patron, and ]»roteetor of those iitMiy and 
hel]des^ people, rfd^uning t/air soid fiotn 
drr/ii and rtolnar^ ms the l**ahnist spt iks; 
that he is, as tbi ]>ropbtt vilii it, a 

strength to the ponr^ a strength to fhi utrdij 
in his distress^ a refug* ft am t/a sttoai, a 
shadow from the heat^when the htasi uf the 
toriUe onrs U as a storm agamsi tht wtdL' 
Ho that shall remark how fieqm ntly, ni 
an unacoonnlahle w ay , succour and jilief 
do ‘•pring up to just and innocent persons; 
s<» tlifit in a whole age, as the T'-alinist 
observed, '■ueh peisoih clo not ap| lar des- 
titute or forsakiu:! how iiIm> innjniiv i‘- 
coiimionly stojqied in its full can » r. and 
then easily receives a < beck, when vio- 
lence seemed uncontrollable; Ikjw hkewi^e 
many times the world is re‘eued Irorn c on- 
fusiiojs and distractions unexlricabb l»\ any 
visible wit or force ; w ith other like ocm m - 
rcnccs in hnman allairs ; must admit it for 
a reasonable^ hypothesis (fit to runbo' .l 
cause of such appearances) that a tiaieeen- 
dent gooiln ‘ss doth sc'cretly interpose, fur- 
thcTing the procliietion of sucdi effects: he 
must upon such oliservationbe ready to v<*ri- 
ly that of the Psiiliiiist : 1 cr/7i/ thov is a rr- 
icardfor thnightrous ; verily tiu re is a f/od 
that jiidgeth the enrth,^ St. Paul instructs 
us, that in past times (that is, in all gcnc- 
raticni'' from the bc‘ginniiig of things) (Jod 
did alte,sl himself in he tlu* Goveviicn* of the 
world:* How? txyehr tuv, by his bcjudi- 
ccnce; gh'iug to men si, o wet s from luarot^ 
and fruifjui seasons^ Jil/mg Ha ir hr arts n itk 
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Jootl and ^rhuhins: comptaent 4»vi<l#‘U(ev, it 
sooiii ,, iJiL'so Avero uf his providcnre, and 
(•'Upposinj^ that) certain domonstra- 
tiniis (d Iiisp;(MMlno.sh: althou|>h some have 
abused tliis kind of lc«.tnnony, or argmnen- 
tation, ho\alid in ibolf, unto a contrary 
purpose ; alleginji^, lliat if (iod ruh^d the 
world, so much Miekedii<*ss and impiety 
would not be tolerated tluTeiu ; that in- 
t*rat(‘ful and evil men eoiild not so thrive 
and ricmrlsh ; tliat more hpe<‘(ly and more 
‘'tvere \uij:»(atice would he evecuted; tiutt 
bt lit fits ivoidd not be scattered among the 
trowil of men, with so promiscuous and 
undbtinguishing a fVeenoss, But such dis- 
conrsi's, upon a just and true account, do 
Old) infer the great patience and clcaacm-y, 
the luietmtined inerejf and bounty i^f our 
Ijord; that he is in disjiosiliou vtny dittcr- 
ent frfun pettish and impatient man, w ho, 
slu>ul<l h<> Jiave the iiio’ put into Jiis hands, 
and in In^ admimstratijm of things ^houid 
be so (iftim neglected, cro.-.scd, abused, 
would MM»n o\erturu all thmus; and, be- 
ne bnn‘elf discomposed with passion, 
woidd pret ipitalc the world inti» confusion 
iuid rum. 

Thine w onld not liave subsisted Iiithcr- 
It), and (ontinned in their orderly cour-v, 
but by till moikration of an immense good- 
luss; bj that 

ii! .Ill custos clcnieiitU inundi ’^Clawhin. 

U i-. /ly ihe J.orfTs vtmie’t that n\* (we, 
the wlioh body of ^intul men, so gidlU of 
111 in 'o. jirmoeationsiiTid n Ik llion-> against 
our Af dM'v'l art not consnnadJ^' And what 
ag.im (lod in tlu' projihet speaks (oneern- 
ini; 1 iMi I, be might ba\( appliid to the 
whob nation of men Ifuw bhafi Strive 
fhi c np^ JUptimim how shall I (h Ihwr Ihtw^ 
/^r>al^ how bh U 1 rnake flaw as Adinuh * 
how bladl I svt thw as Zihoim * 1 aUl nof 
errt uU* ihr Jnucnes^ of my [ will 

not Ht/irn ht fhbhoy Kj^htnnn f,rTntn 
itotL and not man. The reason (for I am 
(lod, and not nian\ is oli'cn.iMi ; iniph- 
ing (upon jurily of reison in llu eu^'s, 
eoMCerningtbat one nation, and eonceniiug 
tile body of men) that it is an iedulgmee 
and lorb, ara»iee above, if not contrary to, 
llie tempi r of man, and even biyomt bu- 
nifui eoneoit, whereby the •■t.ite of 
here doth subsist, and is ]irL‘‘Orved. from 
ruin. 

'^bn.^ nature and thus providem e do hear 
witui ss (‘oiiei vning tb » disposition ot (irod. 
As for SI I ipture, tliori* is notlniig either in 
way of positive assertion more fi etpiently 
iiK'idealid, orhy more illustrious examphs 
set lorth, •indmade palpabb*, than thisattri- 
Ldiii m. Zi. ^ iJu'* XI s. 


buto of (iod. When Ood would impart a 
portraiture* or deseriptiou of himself to his 
dearest friend and favourite, Moses;® the 
first andi hief lim aimuits tliereof are seve- 
ral soits, or seveiMl instances of goodness: 
he expre 'VS himself nwrdfnland (truciom^ 
hngsulfnriny^ and nhundant in p^oadness 
( i¥c/*f if id: El ruchvm ) a God of pitymfr^ or 
strong in pity ; that is, most apt to commi- 
serate and to succour those who ai*e in need 
or disti’css. Grarum^ tliat is, ready both 
freely U> forgive wrongs, and to disjienso 
favours. Lon^suffrrlni:'^ or lonpn^ irunim^ 
that is, not soon moved, or a]»t (‘asily to cou- 
cehedisjih'asnre; not haMvin eveeution of 
vengeanc<‘, or venting Iiis auger in hurtful 
cflii ets. Abundant in m/odness^ that is, not 
sparing a*- to rpiautity or quality, eitlier in 
the muUii'aieor magnitude of his favours, 
but in all n ^peet'» exceedingly liberal; coii- 
fen’ing willingly both very many and very 
great lanefit'. Such did (jlod* rijircsont 
himndf to Moses, wdieii he dt sired a fuller 
knowledgt and iieanr acqn imtaiiee with 
him, than ordinary means alford.*’ The 
same eb<UMclor in substance we have often 
repeated, and souk times witli aihanlage 
of einphatical e\pres‘*ion, well deserving 
oiu* cib -nervation uud roganl; as when the 
pro] llu r Joel vseilh, that (Jod n ponilnnt^ 
or foi tvil injiirttal; and Muali, 

that fa thla^htrf/t in meroy, and whtn Ni- 
ht miah ealh th him a God of pat dons : .and 
wneu Isaiah represents him as waiting (or 
seeking oeca^ions) /o /w'g//rf/(>ws ** and all 
this in the Old 'resianient, where (rod 
seems to look irpoii man with a less serene 
and debonair as]»e(l. Imli ed, as that dis- 
jiensatioii (iiiitalilK to thi* nature and lon- 
diliim of things nndir it) doth set out 
f»od\ mercy and goodness, with especial 
ri 1 i*iou to this })rtseiit world, or temporal 
t 'ak'; so the New one more :i}nuidautly 
displays his more excellent care and love 
of our MfUk; hia great tenilenies,s of our 
spiritual and eternal welf.ire. It is all of 
it ill its nature and disign but as it were 
one entire decl.iration of thi xfircrot roC 
t^tbe beneficial dLspodtioii, tlie lienig- 
nity, or bounlifiiln<*ss of (rod, as bl. Taiil 
telleth us;') it k u rare project of divine 
philanthropy; an jllustriius allidavit of 
(iod's wonderful propensifv to bk^ss and 
save mankind; manifcHted liy the highest 
i xpressions and instances of love and good- 
ness that wire possible. (For his not spa- 
ring his ()x\n Son, theorpiass magn of his 
buhbifinci\ the diiU'cst oljcct of hia iminite 

* KkoiI. :x\\ \ (J V pHal txxxvl S, c.u K \c. 
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love, the partaker of hib eternal nature and 
glory, but delivering him up a sacrifice 
for our offences ; his most earnest 'wooing 
our baseness and unwortliinesb to recon- 
ciliation with him, and admission or accep- 
tance of his favour ; his ttiidering upon 
so fair and cosy terms an endless life, in 
perfect joy and bliss; his furnishing us 
with so plentiful means and powerful aids 
for attaining that happy state — how preg- 
nant demonstrations are these, of unspeak 
able goodness toward us!* whence) The 
ordinary titles in this dispensation attri- 
buted to him, arc, the God of love and 
pence ^ of hope^ of patience; ofallprrace^ 
of all convolution ; the father of pities, rich 
in men y , full of bow U ; love and goodness 
itself* Thus doth the scripture positively 
asscTt God’s goodness; thus it directly 
represents and describes his gracious dis- 
position toward us. And as for examples 
(which must serve as to illustrate and ex- 
plain, so also to verify and assure matters 
of this nature), if we carefully attend to 
God’s ordinary ju'oceedings with men there 
recorded, we shall find this disposition very 
conspicuous in them.’* Who can recount 
the number, or set out the value of those 
instances wherein God's goodness is ex- 
pressed tow aril such as loved him ? of his 
admirable coudc'sccrision in drawing them 
to him ; of the affectionate tenderness with 
which he constantly embraced them; of 
his merciful indulgence toward them, when 
provoked by their untowardJy behaviour ; 
of his kind accepiauce, and munificent re 
componsing their endeavours to please him ; 
of bis deep compassionating their suffer- 
ings; of his vigilant carefulness over them, 
and t)ver all their concernments ? IMethinks 
the highest expressions that language, as- 
sisted with all its helps of metaphor and 
resemblance, can afford, are very languid 
and faint in comparison of what they strain 
to represent, w'hen the goodness of God 
toward them who love him comes to be ex- 
press ed: As the heaven is high above the 
earthy so great is his t/ie/cy toward them 
that fear him : Like as a father pitietk his 
childten^ so the Lordpitieth them that fear 
him , so David strives to utter it, but with 
similitudes far short of the truth. If any 
will come near to reach it, it is that in 
Moses and Zechariali, when they are com- 
pai'i (1 to the apple of Gods eye, that is, to 
the ino^t dear and tender part, as it were, 
about him."' 

' Ri)m V 2! *2 Tor xlU 11 , ! 3, I Pit ^ 10, 
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We find them often styled, and ever 
treated, as friends and as children and 
that in a sense transcending the vulgar 
signification of those words; for, what 
friendship could endure, could pass over, 
could forget, could admit an entire recon- 
ciliation and re establishment in affcx'tion 
affer such h(‘inous indignities, such infi- 
delities, such undutifulness, as were those 
of Adam, of Noah, of David, of Peter? 
Who would have received into favour and 
familiarity a Manasses, a Magdalen, a 
Paul? Who wmld so far extend his re- 
gard upon the posterity (upon such a po- 
sterity, so untoward, so unworthy) of his 
friend, as God did upon that of Abraham, 
in respect unto him? What great prince 
would employ his principal courtiers to 
guai'd and serve a poor attendant, a mean 
subject of his ? Yet, The angel of tlu Lord 
encampeth round about them that fur him^ 
and del ivereth them and many m^tanoes 
we have of tho«e glorious inlialiitaiits of 
h( aveiiby (bid’s appointment stoojiing doviii 
to wait upon and to perform service lu the 
sons of men. But upon examples of this 
nature, being numberless, and composing 
indeed the main body of the sacred his- 
tory (it being chiefly designed to represent 
them), I shall not insist; 1 shall only ol>- 
serve, for preventing or satisfying ohyec- 
tions (yea, indeed, for turning them to the 
ailvantage and confirmation of that which 
we assert ), that even in those cast s, wberom 
God’s highest sc\ ei ity hath been c'xei c d, 
when God hath purpostd to ivhibit most 
dreadful instances of his juslh c upon the 
most provocative «>eeasioiis; we may dis- 
cern his goodness eminently sljowing itself:* 
that even in the greatest extj einity of bis 
displeasure, in Ins acts of high(‘st venge- 
ance, mercy doth KAvetKCLv^atf^m tS, 

(as St. James speakoth), boast itself and 
tiiumph over justice :* that Cuid. as the sun 
(to use Tertulliaii’a similitiuh), when he 
seems most to infest and scorch us. doth 
even then di.spc*nse useful and healthful 
influences upon us.f Even, 1 say, in the 
most terrible and amazing examples of di- 
vine justice (such as were the ejecting and 
excluding mankind from ParadLse; the 
general destruction in the deluge ; the ex- 

* Tivtrau ^ rifAVfieb cLrot sy u iruOo/jtm 
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f nnding and extirpation of the Amorites, 
together with other inhabitants of Canaan ; 
the delivering Israel and Judah into the 
Assyrian thraldom ; * the final destruction 
of .lerusalem^ together with the dispersion 
of the JcMisli nation over the world, and 
its sad consequericoh; we may (not hardly) 
observe })articulai‘S, more than savouring 
of great mercy and goodness. 

1 . I’hat (in most of these cases, in all 
according to some account) God was not 
moved to the disideasure productive of 
those effects but ujioii very great conside- 
rations. That he did not seek advantages, 
nor embrace all occasions ; but was incensed 
by superlative dogi*t es of iniquity and hn- 
puritj (such in their own nature, and much 
•aggravatoil by their circumstances), buch 
as rendered common life iiiconvonitrit and 
insupportable to men ; made the earth to 
stink with their filth and corruption; to 
groan under the burden and weight of 
thenj ; to jiant and labour fur a riddance 
from them. 

2. 'riiat God did ii<»t upon the first 
glinip*>cs of provocation proceed to the ex- 
ecution and discharge of In') wrath, but did 
with wondorfid patience ex peel a chaugo 
in the ntttnders, umtin^ to he graciom^ as 
the }>rophet speaketh affording more than 
competent lime, and means more than 
sufficient of ajipcasing him by repenUnct* ; 
vouchsafing frequent admonitions, solicita- 
tions, threatening^, moderate convetions, 
and t>lher ouch proper methods conducing 
to their amcudimuit and to their preser- 
vation. 

d. That the inflictions theinselvo.s, how 
grievous soever in aiijioiu^ance, were not 
rt.illy extreme in measure; not accompa- 
nied with so acute tomieiits, nor with so 
lingtuMug pains, nor with so utter a ruin, 
cLS might have been infficted; but that (as 
Fi/ra, in respect to one of those ca^es, con- 
fess! tli) they jccrc than theiriniquities 
deserved,^ That, as it is m tlie Psalm, Ih* 
did not ,slir up alt his vmth . vvlihdi would 
have immediately coii^nmed them, or in- 
finitely torment (*d ihem, 

4. Thai (consequently upon someof thos«» 
preirmes) the affiic lions brought upon them 
were in a sort rather necessary than vo- 
luntary in respect of him ; rather a natu- 
ral fruit of ihcir dispositions and dealings, 
than a free result of his will ; however con- 
trary to his primary intentions and desires. 
W hence he no less truly than earnestly dis- 
claims having any pleasure in their death, 
that he afflicted willingly^ or grieved the 

* / «// C hryn tom vi Or ft, p fiJ, optlmo 
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children of men ; and charges their disas- 
ters upou themselves, as the sole cause of 
them.® 

5. That further, the chastisements in- 
flicted were wholesome and profitable, both 
in their own nature, and according to his 
design ; * both in respect to the generality 
of men (who by them were warned, anti 
by such examples deterred from incurring 
the like mischiefs ; were kept from the in- 
conveniences, secured from the temptations, 
he violences, the allurements, the conta- 
gioits of the present evil state; a(*cording 
to that reason alleged for punishments of 
this kind: All the people thull hear^ and 
feat ^ and do no more presumptuously^^) and 
in regard to the sufferers themselves, who 
thereby vore prevented from proceeding 
further lu their wicked courses ;t accumu- 
lating i,oi ti ensuring up^ as the apostle 
speaketh) furtlu r degrees of vrrath^^ as oh- 
dm*ato and incorrigible people will surely 
do: ( Why^ saith the prophet , sArmW ye Ite 
stricken any morvi^ (to what purpose is 
moderate correction?) Ye will rwtdt more 
and more,) 'fhat he did with a kind of 
violence to his own inclination*', and re- 
luetaiK'V, inflict punishments on them. O 
JEphtaun^ how shall I give thee up ^ O Eph- 
raim » ‘ Yea fui*thor: 

G. That, during their sufflranee, God 
did bear eompassion towanl them who un- 
derwtut it. His bowels (as we are told) 
Sounded and were troubled; his heart was 
turned within h^in ; his repentiiigs were kin- 
dled together; in all their afflictims himself 
was afflicted; he reiwmbertS^ and considered 
thnjwere hut dust; tliat they uere hut flesh 
(that they were but of a weaJi and frail 
temper; that they were naltually prrme to 
corrujitiou and t vil), and did thereibi'e pity 
their infirmity and their misery.^ 

7. That God in his wrath remembered 
mercy ^ (as the projihet Habakkuk •speaks), 
mixing gracious intentions of future re- 
freshment and reparation with the present 
exeeiilions of justice. 1 know ^sailh he in 
the prophet Jeremiah) the thoughts that f 
think toward you ; thoughts of peace ^ and 
not of eoil^ to give you an expt t ted cod. 
Behold y 1 will bring health and cm/v, 1 will 
cure iliem^ and will reveal unto thm alnn- 
danee of peace and tmthd And, For a small 

♦ Chrya C - “ - 'O/im'J tiett lucourvrt xmt 
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wommt fsaitb he ajyain in If^aiah) hare 7 
fifTSfthen thee ; hut with great mercies will I 
gathf*r thee,^' Aiul, Ye tfinll beiomfortetl 
(onemiing the evil that /have hronght vjwn 
Jerusalem — and, ye shall kium that I have 
not <hme vnthuat cause all that 1 hare done 
in it^ saith the Lord (he saitb ho in E^.o- 
ki(‘l ;) without cause^ that is, without a be- 
iietieial doM^ii toward them.” 

8. Lastly, That he alwu;ys signified a rea- 
diness to turn frtmi Ins anger, and to for- 
them ; Jind upon very equal and easy 
terms to be fully reconciled to Ibcni; ac- 
cording to that in the Tsfilm, Jle doth not 
always chide ^ neither will he krtp his anger 
Jorioer;^* hut up(»n any n'libonahle mer- 
tiirch <jf humiliation, (*onfissi<jn, and ton- 
\crsion to him, \^as nad^ to abate, }ea,to 
renioA e the i Heels <»f his disjdeasure : T/ton 
wast a (nod that forgai'est them^ though tkm 
toohest Vi.ngeauce oj their invent 

These particular^, if v^e attontivf lysur- 
v(‘y those dreadrul examples of dhiiie se- 
verity foremeiitioned (tlie greatest whieh 
history acquaints us vv-ith, or whidi have 
been showi'd on tliis theatre of human 
affairs), we may observe most of them in 
all, all of them in some, either plainly o\- 
jiressed, or sufheientJy in-»mun1ed by tlie 
eireunistanot's observable in tlie liistorieal 
nariMtions eoncorning them; so that even 
the iiaishe'-i instaiii'es of (bid’s wrathful 
d(.iling with some men, may well serve to 
ih(‘ illustr.ition of his mercy and goodnoss 
toward all men; may evince H true, what 
oiir Lord aflirmsj, tiiat God is 

xut - hind and henejitenl 
even to the most ihgrafcfnl and unworily 
persom.^ To make w liicli observ at ion good, 
and I'onserpiently to avS»ert the verity of our 
te\t (that iilod is good auto a/7, and merci- 
ful over all his worhs) against the most 
plausible exceptions, 1 shall examine the 
parti< idai's in the following discourse. 


SKHMON LXIX. 

Ol THK GOODNESS OF ClOD. 

Psalm (\ 1 v. 9 The Lord is good to all^ 

and his te taler mercies are over all his 
worhs, 

I SHALL now more particularly consider 
the sev(Tal instant'es before mentioned. 

1. The punishment inflicted on mankind 
for tlie first transgression containedh in it 
mueli of deptli and mystery, ftmqiassing 
pel haps all capacity r)f man to rea<‘h ; its 
full coiiqirehensum being by div ine w isduin, 

* »iv 7 “ K/ok. \\\ il * e-at ciii t) 
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I conceive, purposely eonci :iled from n« ; 
so that 1 cannot prett nd thoroughly to 
explain it, and shall nt»t therefore speak 
much ahout it. 

This indeed is clear, that God did, in 
his proceedings occasioned thereby, intend 
remiirLibl) to evidence his grievous resent- 
ment aTid indignation against wilful dis- 
obedien(*e; yet in the mauagemeiit thereof 
we may observe, that , 

1. After that jirovocation (in it««elf so 
high, and liable to so great airgrav'atioiis) 
God di<l express his resentment in sfi calm 
and gentle a manner, that Adam, thoniih 
aba^jiHl upon the coii'^cienee of his fault, 
was not yet by the vcheineney of tlie re- 
proof utterly dismayed or dejeettd.* 

2. God used great moderation in the in- 
fliction of this punishment ; mitigating tlie 
extremity of the sentence justly decreed 
and plainly declared to Adam (tli.il . in case 
of his offending against the law prescribed 
him, he should immediately die), for nol- 
wilhstauding his forfeitun* thui very day 
of life, (rod reprieved him, and allowed 
him a long life, almost of a thom^and years, 
after." 

3. God <iid not quite reject man there- 
upon, nor did withdraw hi> intheilv care 
and ]»fovidenco from him, but openls e^ni- 
tinued them; insomuch tliat, immediately 
after the curst* pi*ojiOunev*d upon our first 
parents, the next pas,age we meel wUh is, 
that unto Adam and his wife did the Lonl 
(jod make eoats, and clothed them.*’ 

4. Although indei d man was In his fault 
a great loser, andbeeanu* deprived of 1 .lIi 
advantages; yc 1 the mercy of (bul dul h avi* 
him in no very deplorable edate, simply 
considered, as to liis life lien ; tlie r\ lit s 
of bis first estate, and the benefits eonli- 
iiucd to him, being v<tv eonsiderahle ; so 
that we tlie inheritors t>f that i>reut vliN.is- 
terdo commonly find the enjoyments of life, 
witli the conveniences atteudiag it, to bo 
sweet and desirable. 

5. Tb * event manifests, that while (nid 
in appci.runev' so severely punished man- 
kind, he did in his mind reserve thoughts 
of highest kindness toward us ; even tin u 
designing nut only to restore ns to our for- 
mer degree, hut to raise us to a capacity 
of obtaining a for more high pitch of hap- 
piness. Whili* lie excluded ns from a ter- 
restrial pai’iidise here, he provided a fir 
better celestial one, into w hich, if w e plea^ e, 
by obedieree to bis holy laws we may ec r- 
tainly enter. So that in this of all most 

* T itit Cbn-p ' Ou^> ^ ‘I ^ b/'oc 
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heavy ittsiatice of vengeance, God’s ex- 
itieding goodness and clcrapncy do upon 
so\cral considerations most clearly shine. 

II. The calamity, which by the general 
deluge did overflow the world, was not (wc 
may consider) brought, upon men but in 
regard to the most enormous offences long 
continued in, and affer amendment was 
become (iesjierate : not till after much for- 
bearance, and till men were grown to a 
siijierlative pitch of wickedness, by no fit 
means (by no friendly warning, no sharp 
reprehension, no moderate chastisement) 
corrigible ; not until the earth was biHJome 
(esi)ecially for persons of any innocence or 
integrity) no tolerable habitation, but a 
Iheatre of lamentable tragedies, a seat of 
horrid iniquity, a sink of loatlisome im- 
purity. So that in reason it was to bo 
esteemed rather a favom- to mankind to 
rescue it from so unhappy a state, than to 
suflVr it to persist therein. 1 o snatch men 
away out of so uncomfortable a place, from 
so wretched a condition, was a mercy; it 
liad been a judgment to have left them 
annoying, rifling, and harassing; biting, 
tearing, and devouring; yea, dt filing and 
dct»auehing each other; and so heaping 
upon thimselves lo«uls of guilt, and deeper 
obligations toveiiguaiico. The earth (haiih 
the text) wnstouupt before God; ami the 
earth vm filled with violence. God looked 
vpon earthy and behold it wa^ corrupt, 
for all Jie.sh had corrupted lU wviy upon the 
earth/ which universal and extreme cor- 
rujition had not in probability sprung up in 
a small tunc ; for. 

Ntiiio rcpuite tint iur]>ihsln)ius 

is true not only of single men, but of com- 
niunitj(*s ; no peo})le, no ago doth suddenly 
<U*generate into € xtreine degrees of wicked- 
ness; so that the divine |iatience had long 
endured and attended upon men before the 
resolution of thus punishing them w as taken 
up ; the wliich al^o was not at first peremp- 
tory and irreversible, but in God’s design 
and desire it was revocable ; for the world 
had u long reprieve after the sentence 
passed ; execution was deferred till Noah’s 
long preaching of righteousness, and de- 
nouncing of judgment in a manner so 
notorious and signal (not by verbal decla- 
rations only, but by the visible structure of 
the ai k), could prevail nothing tow ard their 
arutuidmcnt, hut was either distrusted or 
disregarded, and perhaps derided by them. 
For, as St. Peter tells u.s, they were dis- 
obedimt^ when once the }o7igsufferw$* of God 
waited in the days oj Nvah^ while the atk 
was pupating/^ that is fas is follceted hj 

' (, 0 I 1 M. 11, 12 * I Tol ir 20, 2 Pet li o 
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several interpreters from the text of the 
story), duriiig no less than one hundred 
and twenty years;® a competent time for 
their recollecting themselves, and endea- 
vouring by aniendmeni of life to prevent 
the ruin threatened to come upon them. 
Yet notwithstanding that, this obstinate 
and incorrigible disobedience did so much 
displease God, as that in consideration 
thereof God is said to have repented that 
he made man upon the earthy* and to have 
been thereby grieved at the heart : yet did 
he so temper his anger as not utterly to 
destroy mankind, but provided against its 
total ruin, by preserving one family as a 
seminary thereof; preserving the father 
thereof (questionless by a special grace) 
ft'oiu spreading contagion, inspiring 
him with faiih, and quah'fying l^ra for the 
favour w Inch by him ho designed to com- 
municate unto the world; the reparation 
thereof, and restoring the generations of 
men. So that also through this passage of 
providence, how dismal and dreadful so- 
ever at first sight, much goodness wUl be 
transparent to liim that looks upon it at- 
tentively. 

111. In the next place, as to the exter- 
mination and excision of the Canaauites, 
which carries so horrible an appearance of 
severity, we may find it qualifiable, if we 
consider, that, for the nature of the tres- 
passes, wliich procured it, they were iii- 
.‘Aifferadbly heinous and abominable ; ^ most 
sottish, barbarous, and base superstitions 
(cruelty and impurity being esseutidl in- 
gredients into their performances of reli* 
gion, and it being piety with the m to be 
exceedingly wicked), and in their other 
practice most beastly lasciviousnesses, most 
nloovly violences, oppressions, and rapines 
generally abounding. So that for those 
men themselves, who were by turns, as it 
happened, the authors and the objects of 
these dealings, it could not be desirable to 
continue in a state of living so wretched 
and uncomfortable. Impuirty had been 
no mercy to such people, but rather a 
cruelty; cutting them off must needs be 
the greatest favour they wore capable of. 
it being onlj removing them from a hell 
here, and preventing their deserving nuuiy 
worse hells hereafter. Even to themselves 
it was a favour, and a greater one to their 
|)osterity, whom they might have brought 
forth to succeed in their ct»iu*scs, and to 
the euiisequonces of them; whom they 
would have engaged into their wickedcus- 
I toms, and their wuful mischiefs. They 
were not so destroyed from tlu land, until 
I • Ctn, M. 3 t Gtii. VI s * UtH xviii. 
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It grew uninhabitable in any tolerable man- 
ner^ and itself could not, as it were, endure 
them any longer, but (as the text doth most 
si^ficantly express it) dul ^ue them out; ^ 
being like a stomach surcharged with foul 
or poisonous matter which it loathes and 
is pained with, and therefore naturally la- 
bours fh expeL Neither was tliis sad doom 
executed upon them till after four hundred 
vears of forbearance; for even in Abra- 
ham's time God took notice of their ini- 
quity, then horn and growing; and gave 
account of his suspending their punibh- 
ment ; because (said he) the iniquity of the 
Anwrites^ was not yet full (that is, was 
not yet arrived to a pitch of desperate ob- 
stinacy and incorrigibility:) while there 
was the least glimpse of hope, the least 
relics of any reason, any regret, any shame 
in them, the least possibility of recovery, 
God stopped his avougiog hand: but when 
all ground of hope was removed, the whole 
stock of natural light and strength was 
embezzled, all fear, all remorse, all modesty 
were quite banished away, all means of 
cure had proved ineffectual, the gangrene 
of vice had seized on every part, imquit) 
was grown mature and mellow ; then v as 
the stroke of justice indeed not more sea- 
sonable than necessary ; then was the fatal 
sword t];ie only proper remedy; then so 
with one stroke to cut off them, and their 
sins, and their mischiefs, and their miseries 
together, was an argument no less strong 
and clear of God's merciful goc^dness, than 
of his just anger toward them. 

IV. The like account we may render of 
God's judgments upon the people of Israel. 
If we consult the prophets, who declare tlie 
state of things, the facts, the dispositions, 
the guilts, that brought them down from 
heaven, we shall see tliat they came upon 
account of an universal imostusy from both 
tlie faith and practice of true rehgion ; a 
deep eorrupiion (like that in the days of 
Gweak^i as the prophet Hosca speaketh) 
in mind and manners ; an utter pcrvev'ting 
of all truth and right ; an obstinate com- 
pliance with, or emulation of, the most 
abominable pra(.*ticcs of the heathen nations 
about them : an universal ajiostasy, I sav , 
from God and all goodness; a thorough 
prevalence of all iniquity. Hear the pro- 
hets expressing it, and describing tlieni : 
eremiah ; Ttan ye to and fro^ through the 
streets of Jerusalem ; see uow^ and kfum^ 
and seek hi the broad places thereof if ye 
can find a man^ if there he my that exe- 
cutetk judgment^ that seeketh the truth ; and 

^ liOvit xvui 38 
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7 will pardon %tJ Isaiah ; The earth is 
fled under the inhabitemts thereof; because 
they hare trans^essed the Imn^ changed the 
ordinances^ broken the everlasting cocenant : 
Ah sitful nation! a people ladrm with inU 
quUies^ a seed of evil doers; ckildreu that 
are corrupters! They have forsaken the 
Lord^ ih^ have provoked the Holy Oiw of 
Israel unto anger; they are gone away back- 
wards^ &c. Thus do these and other pro- 
phets in a like strain describe in the gross 
the state of things preceding those judg- 
ments And in Ezekiel (in divers places, 
particularly in the 6tli, but esjieciiilly in 
the 22d chapter) we have their offences in 
detail, and by ports (their gross impieties, 
their grievous cruelties, extortions, and 
oppressions) set out copiously, and in most 
lively colours.*" And as the <nulity of their 
provocations was so bad, and the extension 
of them so large, so was their eondituni 
deaperaU ; there were no means t)f remedy 
left, no hopes of amendment ; so was their 
forehead covered with impudence, their 
heart hardened with obstinacy, tin ir minds 
deeply tinctured with habitual pravifj and 
perverseness: Can theEthiojnandiaiige hi^ 
skills or the leopard /us spots'* then may ye 
also do goods acenstomed to do 

evils saith Jeremiah concerning them. " All 
methods of reclaiming them had proied 
fruitless : no favourable dealings, no gentle 
admonition or kind instruction w oiild avail 
any thing ; for it is of them the prophet 
Isaiah saith, Let favour be showed to the 
wickeds yet wdl he not loam righteousness,^ 
No advices, no reproofs (how freqinmt, 
how vehement, how urgent soevtr). had 
any effect upon them. Almighty (jroil dt*- 
I dares often, that he had spoken unto them 
rising up early, but they would not hear 
nor regard his speech ; did not only neglect 
and refuse, but dispiscs lout he s mocks and 
reproach it (turning fhnrhaik upon hints 
pulling away their shoulders stiffening their 
necks cind stopping their earSs that they 
should not hear ;) that he had sjaeiid out hts 
hands all the day long to a lehelUous and 
gainsaying people; to a people that (with 
extreme insolence amlimmo(lest\)proro^e</ 
him to anger continually to his face,^ Nor 
could any tenders of mercy allure or move 
them : I said (God said it in Jeremiah) 
after all these things^ Turn unto me; but 
she returned not. Amend your ways and 
your doingSs and obey the voice of the Lord 
your Gods and the Lord will repent him of 
the evil that he hath pronouncedugainst you, 
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am] turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions^ so iniquity shall not he your 
rtftw;** and irmumordble tho like o\ertures 
we have of ffraro and mercy to them; ail 
which they proudly and perverscl} rejected, 
per'^isting in their wicked coiiriie*'; they 
even ropidlod and hilenced, they rudely 
trtatid and persecuted, the propneta sent 
unto them with mesbages of land warning 
and o\erturcs of grace;*' so obstructing all 
acetss of mercy to thciusehcs: They say 
to the seers ^ See not , ami to the prophets^ 
Prophesy not unto us right things , solsaiali 
report h 1 h eir proccedi i ig. Who, h of the pro^ 
phets did not your fdhers persecute so St. 
Stephen exjiostulatcs with them. Neither 
Were gentler cha^stisements, designed for 
the ir c'orredion and core, anywise avail- 
able;^ tluy nude no impression on them, 
lh( \ produced no change in them : Jn min 
i^sdith </od) I have smitten your childien^ 
thnj have reieiocd no cor ret lion, And, 
Thou hast simtlen iliem^ hut they have not 
gricrra/ , thou hast consumed them^ hut they 
have r( fa si d to lu eicf coi rection ; they have 
made thi it fairs haifhr than a rock^ they 
haiH rijused to ri turn,' /Vnd, The people 
tut hetJi not to him that sniiieth them^ m Hhcr 
do they Si I h the Lord of Jfosts,^ Unto this 
^nrn Ttffuc^ £<« a-Tw/oav, thi-^ p(Tfc( t fitlieSS 
(.IN St. P.luJ * speakeno, tins nuturity of 
<h^]»erale and irrecovciahU impiety^ had 
Ih.l1 pt nph* grown^ not at oine, and on a 
suddi u, hut h) eimtimial sUps of provoca- 
tion, through a Jong course of time, duiing 
tlut dj\ me" patience sparing them, and b} 
\nnou^ ( vpi dientsbtnviiigtoreci^tLrthem, 
"J )i]^ ( (nisnh r.'itiun is frequently insisfid 
u|)ou, t^pecudl} in the piophet Jeremiali: 
Thi thddrinof 1st ail and the t hiklren oj 
Judah hart ocltf doni evil htfore me Jtom 
thi n youth tShu < the day that yourfathets 
atttu Joith out oj thi laud of Pgypt unto 
this diof^ I fui Vi (veti sent unto you all my 
St i raids th( prophets^ daily rising up eat hj^ 
ani soidiiu them; if t thrij heaihened mit 
titdi mtJKv. Well then, after so many 
luiiidrid \e«irs of ahiibcd patience and un- 
sucii'shtul labour to reilami them, it was 
needful that justice should hau her course 
upon them; )ct how then did (rod iidliit 
it, with wliat inildnesb and modcTation, 
with what pitj and rt‘hn1mgl ^itvtniheless 
(s.iy they in NthcmialO for thy great mer~ 
i n Shake thou didst mit uttei ly ivnmme them, 
not forsake them ; for thou art a grueiovs 
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and mercijvl God,' And, Thou hast ywe- 
nished us less than Our iniquities deserve J 
doth Ezra confess. I will not execute the 
fierceness of my anger ^ doth God himself 
resolve and declare in ilosea. So mild he 
was as to the measure of his punishing ; 
and what compassion accompanied it, those 
pathetical expressions declare : My heart is 
turned within mt*, my repentings are kindled 
together. Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a 
pkasant child f for since I sjmke against him^ 
Ido earnestly remember him still; therefore 
my bowels are troubled for him. In all their 
afflictions he was afflidedj &c. We may 
add, that notwithstanding all these pr03 0 « 
cations of his wrath, and abusings of his 
patience, whieli thus necessitated God to 
execute his vengeance ; jet even during the 
execution thereof, and while his hand was 
so stretched iortii against them, ho did re- 
tain thoughts of favour, and intentions of 
doing good, even toward this so inurrateful, 
so insensible, so incorrigible a people ; For 
a small moment (said God) have I forsaken 
thee; hut loitk great mercies will 1 gather 
thee • I Tinoiv the thoughts that T think Uu 
ward you^ saith the Loi </, thoughts of peace ^ 
and not of evil^ to give you an expecUd end,^ 
Now these things being aerioii>.ly laid to- 
gether, ha3c we not occa'*ion and ground 
suffificnt, even in this iurtamc, no li*-** to 
admire and adore the wonderful In’iiignitj , 
mercy, and patience of God, than to dread 
and tremble at his justice ? 

V. Ah for the lust so calamitous and 
piteous destruction of Jerusalem, with the 
gric3 ous consecpienccs thereof, as w f might 
applj tluTito the former considerations, so 
wc {shall only observe what was peculiar m 
that ease ; that God dispensed such means 
to prevent it (to remove the meritorious 
causes thereof, obstinate im])tniteiiey and 
m( redulitj ; resisting the truth hj hmi sent 
fioui heaven with so clear a revelation and 
pow erful confirnuation ; des])ising the Spirit 
of Cfoil, and the dictates of their own con- 
sc'kiKe ; basely misusing divers ways, anil 
at last eruellv murdeniig the Son of God;) 
such means, 1 saj, (iod did employ for the 
1 1 inov ing those jirov ncativ es (»f vengeance, 
which, as our Lord himself sail h, were suf 
fi< lent to lia\ e converted Tyre and Sidon 
jfi, to have prestrved Sodom itself; so 
that our Saviour could with a compassion- 
ate grief deplore the unsiiceessfulness of 
his tender affection, and solicitous can ior 
thi ir welfare, in these passionate tiriiis: 
IJoiv often would I have gathered thy chiU 

' Nrfi IX 31 ■ K/va i\ 13 I' Hox xt a. 

•• Ills \i fi, Jer x.\*i 2) Ua Ivil 
‘I*lo7,Jii xxix U , xwui I, < MbtV XI if. 



596 


OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 


fslRMON I XIX. 


dren its a hen gathers her chwkejut under 
her mng^ but ye would nott^ That St. John 
the Baptist’s sharp reproofs, his poweriril 
exhortations, his downrij^ht and clear fore- 
warnings of what would follow (Even now, 
said he, the axe is laid to the root of the 
tree*) attended with so remarkable cir- 
cumstances of his person and his carriage 
(which induced all the world about him to 
regard him as no ordinary man, but a spe- 
cial instrument of God and messenger from 
heaven), did yet find no etfect considerable : 
the Pharisees and lawyers, those corrupt 
guides, whose authority managed the blind 
multittide, defeating the counsel of God 
toward themsetoes^'^ as St. Luke speaketh 
(that is, defeating his gracious purpose of 
reclaiming them from disobedience, and 
consequently of withlioWing the judgments 
immment), they reviled the person of that 
venerable prophet ; Be hath a devil^^ said 
they : they slighted his premonilioua, and 
rejected his advices, by observing which, 
those dreadful mischiefs, which fell upon 
their rebellious heads, might have been 
averted. Wo may add, that even those fear- 
ful judgments were tempered with mixtures 
of favourable design, not only to the com- 
munity of mankind (which, by so remark- 
able a vengeance upon the persecutors of 
our Lord, and the scorners of his doc- 
trine, was converted unto, or confirmed 
in, the Christian faith), but even toward 
that people w hom it served to convince of 
their errors and crimes ; to induce them 
to repentance, to provoke them unto the 
acknowledgment and embracing of (rod's 
truth, so palpably vindicated by him. So 
that 1 miuht here apply that itassage of 
St. Paul (if not directly and adequately 
accoi'ding to his sense, yet with no incou- 
OTuous allusion at least), Have they stum* 
bled^ that they should fallf^ (or, was there 
no other design of God’s judgments upon 
them but their utter ruin ?) No 

such matter i hit through their fall salva- 
tion came to the Gentiles^ for to provoke 
them to jealousy (or emulation.) And, in 
effect, as our Lord in the midst of his suffer- 
ings did affectionately pray for God’s mercy 
upon them, as the apostles did offer recon- 
ciliation uuto them all indifferently, viho 
would repent and wore willing to embrace 
it ; 80 were such of them as were disposed 
to comply with those invitations received 
to grace, how deeply soeviT involved in the 
continued guilt of those enormous ptTse- 
cutions, irijurics, and blasphemies ; as par- 
ti<ulaily St. Paul, that illustrious example 

t Mutt, xxiii 37 « Matt, iii 10 h I.ulse \il 30. 
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of God’s patience and mercy in this case.'‘ 
So that neither by this instance is any at- 
ti*ibute of God more signalized than his 
transcendent goodness, in like manner as 
by the former instances, and in analogy to 
them, by all others that may he assi^ied. 
By all of them it will appear that (vod is 
primarily and of himself disposed to do all 
fitting and possible good to men, not to 
inflict evil more than is fit and neces.sary ; 
tliat God is indeed opHmus ex ruiturfe pro- 
prietate (most good according to property 
of nature)^ although justus ex causie neces- 
sitate (severe from the necessity of the ense)^ 
as Tertullian speaketh.* To afflict men 
(either some men singly, or whole societies 
of men) may be sometimes expedient upon 
several accounts ; for vindicating the es- 
teem, and supporting the‘fintcre%t of good- 
ness, which may by impunity be di^giaccd, 
endamaged, endangered ; tor the discrimi- 
nation of good and evil men in an observ- 
able manner ; for the encouragement and 
comfort of the good, the reduction and 
amendment of the bad; for preventing the 
contagion, and stopping the progress of 
iniquity, whcrciqwm greater guilts and 
worse mischiefs would ensue : * it may be 
as necessary as sharp phjsic to <‘ure public 
or private distempers ; as an instrument of 
roufting us out of our sinful lethargies ; as 
that which may cause us better to muh r- 
stand ourselves, and more to remciiiber 
(jod; as a ground of fearing Ood, and ,iii 
inducement to believe his pi ovi deuce. For 
those and many such purpOMs, to bung 
upon men things distaste ful to sc use may 
be very requisite ; nor doth the d<»ing it 
anywise prejudice the truth of divine good- 
ness, but rather confirms it, conunends it, 
and advances its just esteem. It would be 
a fond indulgence, not a wise kindness : a 
cruel, rather than a loving pity, to (ual 
otherwise. In fine, we arc to consider that 
all thcmiscliiefs we undergo, God doth not 
so much bring them on us as we do pull 
them on ourselves.'f They arc av^aiftret 
^rvetrtt, affetted or self-ihosen mischiefs; 
they are ft^atrTrfiavet bad 

sprouts of our free choice^ as a Father calls 
them ; they are (as another Father saith) 
yxovrtui^ ttuKSv uKoVpria, ixyota^ the Unwillhtg 
of wilful evils ; they are the ocr- 
taiii results of our own will, or the natural 
fi'uits of our actions ; actions which (how- 
evcp God desire, advise, command, per- 

* Jiant Otaf - Quod Deus non cst causa mall, tlt- 
gantf r, ot tmh hre de hac re. 
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suade, entreat, excite) we do will, we are 
resolved to perform. We ip a numner (as 
Salviau Baith*) do force God to do what- 
ever he dfteth in this kind; violently plucking 
down vengeance on our engn heads; comp^ 
ling the kind and mer(^ul Lord^ against hh 
nature and will^ to afflict vs ; not so much 
as giving him leave to spare us. God vehe- 
mently disclaims himself to be the original 
cause ; to desij^ (according to absolute or 
primary intention), to desire, to deliji^it in 
our grief, or our ridn-f As I live ^ saith the 
Lord (and surely, when God swears, wc 
may believe that he is very serious), 1 have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked^ but 
that the wicked tarn from his way ^ and live. 
I call heaven to tecom this day against yoa, 
that J have ^et life and death before you : 
therefore t loose life. He doth not afflict 
vnllnigly^ nor gi ore the children of men. 
lie vwuld hare all men to be saved ^ and to 
come to the 1 nowledge of the truth. He would 
not hav( any perish^ hut that all shoaM come 
to repi ntam He made not death ^ nor hath 
he pleasufe in the destruction of the living.^ 
God then, if wo may believe him, is not the 
first author of our calamities. VVho then? 
He tells us hijnself; O Israel^ thm hast 
desti oijed thyself - thou hast fallen hy thine 
own iniquity. Yovr sins have irithholden 
good things from you. Our iniquities^ like 
the ivind^ have taken ns away. How oft'm 
would I hare gathend yoUy but ye would 
not Tin dojgiis and the endeavours of 
( jod do tend to our welfare and salvation ; 
it is onr will and our actions which only 
proenri* our ruin : It is we that (as the Wise 
Man -sdith) seek death in the error of our lifcy 
and pull down upon our own selves destruc- 
lion,° So that, to eonclndu this part of our 
discourse, (‘V(‘ii those passages of provi- 
dence M Inch at first glimpse appear most 
opposite Of disadvantageous to the good- 
ness of Godt (or to om* opinion and belief 
concerning it), do, being well sifted, nowise 
prejudice it, but rather serve to corrobo- 
rate and magnify it. 

1 shall only further briefly touch (or ra- 
ther but iiientiotO the uses and effects, to 
the producing which, the considoratiou of 
C/od*& goodness, in so manifold ways de- 
c lored, should be applied. 

* No<i vini T>ou fai imus unqultatilras nostris ; nos 
nolentcm ulcisci ooKimus Deius oniui pius ct misei i- 
c*ors cat, Hqui nemiuem vdlt periie, vol lijudore, &c 
Salo lib 5, ct H. 

t Mlserob uoh ri nor juranti Doo oredimus — 

} St i hrysifHtom in diverh pkoos doth insist upon 
the guodutss of (Jud ui m^iug and threatuiniig nell 
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1. It should beget in us hearty love and 
reverence toward God, in regard to thia 
attribute, so excellent and anuable in itself, 
so beneficial and advantageous to us. Wliat 
can we esteem, what can we love, if so ad- 
mirable goodness doth not affect us? How 
prodigiously cold and hard is that heart 
which cannot be warmed and softened into 
affection by so melting a consideration! 

2. It should produce, as grateful sense 
in our hearts, so real endeavours of thank- 
ful obedience in our lives. It should make 
us walk worthy of Gody to all well-pleasing ^ 
bringing forth fruit in every good work ;** 
taking heed of doing as did Hezekiali, of 
whom it is said, that he rendered not ac- 
cording to the benefit done unto him^ fur 
his heart u^as lifted up ; therefore tuas wrath 
upon him;^ that we may not have that ex- 
postulation justly applied unto us, Do ye 
thus requite the Lordy O foolish people and 
unwise 

3. It should engage us the more to fear 
God; coinpljing with the prophet’s admo- 
nition, Fear the Lord and his goodness;^ 
considering that intimation of the Psalmist, 
There is forgiveness with ikeCy tkai thou 
mayest be feared ;• observing that advice of 
Sainnol, Only fear the Lordy and serve him ; 
for consider what great things he hath done 
for you . For that indeed nothing is more 
terrible than goodness slighted, and par- 

I tbmee abused. 

4. It should humble, ashame, and griev c 
118 , fur having crossed and offended such 
exceeding gi^odness and mercy. It should 
cause us greatly to detest our sins, which 
he under so heinous an aggravation; to be 
deeply displeased with ourselves, who have 
so uuwortnily committed them. 

5. It sliould therefore render us w’ary 
and vigilant against the commi&sion of any 
sin; that is, of incurring the guilt of so 
enormous ingratitude and baseness ; making 
us cautious of doing like those, of whom it 
is cunfossed in Nchemiah, They did eaty 
and were filledy and delighted themselves in 
thy great goodness: nevertheless they were 
duobedienty and rebelled against thecy and 
cast thy laws behind tkdr hack,"^ 

fl. It should also breed and nourish in us 
faith and hope in God. For what reason 
can we hav e to distrust of so great good- 
ness ; that he will refuse to help us in our 
need ; that he will fail in aeoompli.8hment 
of his promises ; tliat he will withhold what 
IS convenient for us? It should preserve 
us from despair. What temptation can we 
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have to despair of mercy, if ^ c heartily 
repent of our misdoings, and sincerely cn- 
deavour to please him ? * 

7. It should upon the some account ex- 
cite us to free and constant exercise (»f 
all devotions. For why should we he shy 
or fearful of entering into so friendly and 
favourable a presence? why should we bo 
backward from having (upon any occasion 
or need) a recourse to him, who is bo will- 
ing, so desirous, so ready to do us ^ood? 
wiiat should hinder us from delighting in 
oblations of blessing and praise unto hmi? 

8. It ought to render us submissiie, pa- 
tient, and contented under God*s hand, of 
correcti<m or trial, as knowing that it can- 
not be without very just cause that such 
goodness seemelh di*^pleasod with us ; that 
we are the chief causes of our suifcriiig or 
our want; so that we can have no good 
cause to repine or complain: for, Where- 
fore doth the Ucinff /nan eomjMny time a 
man (suffers) for the punukment of his sins; 
since it is our sins that mthhnld good things 
from US;'" since also we, considering this i 
attribute, maybe assured that all God's dis- I 
pensations do aim and tend to our good. I 

9. It should also, in gratitude toward 
God, and imitation of him, engage us to be 
good, kind, and bountiful, placable, and 
apt to forgive; moek and gentle, pitiful, 
and affectionate toward our brethren ; to 
he good and merciful^ as our heavenly Fa- 
ther is merciful and benign even toward the 
wicked and ungi'atcful ; to be hi/ul unto one 
another ^fulMbtnveh ^forgiving one another^ 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven us.*^ 

10. Lastly, we ought to ha>e on especial 
care of perverting this excellent truth hy 
mistakes and vain ])resuniptions ; that we 
do not turn the grace of God into ivanton- 
ness^^ or oceasioii of licentious practice. 
Because (xod is very good and merciful, 
we must not conceive him to be fond, or 
slack, or careless; that he is apt to indulge 
us in sin, or connive at oui* presumptnpns 
transgression of his laws. No; 

h M fiivt ^oviiQta (the hatred of 

wkhedness is conseguent upon goodness even 
us suth^ as Clemens Alexandrinus saith;) 
(Jod, even as he is gc^od, cannot but detest 
that which is opposite and prejudicial to 
goodness; ho cannot but maintain the ho- 
nour and interest thereof; he caimol, he 
will not, endure us to dishonour him, to 
wrong our neighbour, to spoil ourselves. 
As he is a sure friend to us as his crea^ 
tures, so he is an implacable enemy to us 

* I uie Chrys ad Theod U tom. S, p. €3, optitne ot 

Lam ill 39, Jer v. 99. ‘Liikpvi 35 3(>, 

t Jot mil ib, C'uluM ill. 18; Epb iv 32 'Jude 4 


as impenitent rebels and apostates from our 
duty. The wicked, and him that h/veth vio- 
lence, his soul katetk. As he is infinitely be- 
nign, so ho is also perfectly holy, and of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. He is not a 
God that hath pleasure mwickedness, wither 
shall evil dwell with him. The foolish shall 
not stand in his sight , he hateth all worker s 
of iniquity. Jlis face is against them tluit 
do evil.* Finally, as God is gracious to all 
such as are capable of his love, uud quali- 
fied for his mere> ; so he is au impartial 
and upright Judge, who will deal with men 
according to their deserts, according to the 
tenor of his laws and ordinances ; uceordiiig 
to his immutable decree and word: so that 
;is we have great reason to trust and hope 
in him, so wo have no true gi'ouiid t(» pi i*- 
sume upon him, vainly to tride, or inso- 
lently to dally with him. 

But I leave this point to be further 
improved by }oiir meditations. 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almightij God, 
that the words which we have ht ard i /ns day 
with our outward ears may th/ou^h thy 
grace he so graftal inwardly in out leatts^ 
that they may bring fotih in us Ue J/utI oj 
good living, to the honour and pnase of 
thy /lame, through Jesus Christ oat Lon/. 
Amen. 


SERMON LXX. 

NO RLSFECT Oh PERSONS WinLIl OOD. 

Rom. ii. 11 For thne is no lespeit if 

persons with God. 

It is an ordinary conetit, grouiidetl on a 
superheial view of things, that Almighty 
(Jod dispeusetb his gifts with gnat iiu- 
quality, and dealeth very pariiiilly witli 
men ; boing JavisJi in liis bounty to stmie, 
but sparing tlieridu to others ; sLu k and 
indulgent in calling some to account, but 
rigorous and severe hi judgment toward 
others. 

Which imagination often liath influence 
upon the affections and the ai^tions of men ; 
so that hence some men do highl) presume, 
others are much discouraged: some ari* 
apt to boast themselves .special darlings and 
favourites of Heaven;^ others are tempt eil 
to complain of their being quite deserted, 
or neglected thereby. 

But whoever more cai*efully will observe 
things, and weigh them with good consi- 
deration, shall find this to be a gi*eat mis- 
take; and that in truth God diitiibuleth 
his favours with very equal measures: he 

^ Pbal k\ 5, Ilab I I?, r«al ^ 1, .> vxvu.lu 
■ IxMil 0 
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thf* scales of justice with a most 
even hand; so that reasonably no man 
should be no man shodd be de- 

jected in niiud, upon account of any consi- 
derable difference in God*s regard towards 
him and o( her persons ; ^ the which is clear- 
ly discovered by God, or merely <lependelh 
on his u ill and providence. 

I'lio advanhiges which one man hath 
above another, being estimated moralfy, in 
rofvrvnve to solid felicity and content, are 
indeed none; or are not absolutely made 
by God, hut fi'amed by men unto them- 
selves. For 

God is inditTcrontly affected toward per- 
sons as such, nahc^dly and jirivately consi- 
dered; or as divosicd of moral conditions, 
cpialiiioations, and actions: ho in his deal- 
ing, w lief her as iM^nofaclor or judge, pure- 
ly ( onsidercth the reason and exigency of 
things, the intiinsie \\orth of persons, the 
re«il merits of each cause; he innVeth no 
arliihary oj groundle?*' discriminations; he 
nciflur lovifli and favouretli, nor loatheth 
anddiscouutt naneeth any person unaccoun- 
tably : he doth utterly disclaim paniality, 
or r( sped of pi i sons, as a calumnious as- 
}iei sioium him, and a scaiiilal to his provi- 
deni e. 

Such in holy scriptures he rejircscnteth 
himstir, uporManrnis oioasions; declaring 
his perfect impartiality, and that nothing 
bedside the riglit and reason of cases doth 
sway with him; all other considerations 
Iicing im))crtiiieut and iiisigniffcaut to him. 
I'or insljuice, 

It IS dt tlar* d, that he hath no partial re- 
spect to nations;* for the piety of Job, an 
Edomite; of Alciehisi deck, aCanaaiiitc; 
ci Jethro, a Miiiianite; were very pleasing 
to him : lie fav our ^hly did hear the prayers 
and aceepl the alms of Cornelius, a Roman 
soldier ; w hereupon St. Peter made this 
general reffeetion: Of a truth 1 percaite 
that God is no respefter of persons; hut in 
every nation, he that feareth him, and work- 
eth rifrhteousnfss, is a(cepted with him.^ 

He is declared not to v'^gard the exter- 
nal profession of true religion, but real 
practi<‘e at cording to it : He rendereth (saith 
St. Paul) to evfryman arcordimf to his deeds 
— tribulation and anguish upon every soul 
<j/ man tluii doeth evil, 0 / tlw Jew first, and 
also of the Gentile; hut glory, honour, and 
peace to t'very man that worketh good, to 
the Jew first, and also to the Gentile : for 
(addeth the apostle, assigning the reason 
of this prooetding) there is no respect if 
persons with GodJ 

V Job xxxi fi “ (Roiu X 12 , ill 29 > ^ Acts 

X 34,36 "((iftl V S, VI 15. Ill 2SJ Colui. U, 
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He is smd not to respect faces, or any 
exterior appearances, however specious in 
tlic eye of the world; accor^ng to that 
saying of God to Samuel, at the choice of 
David before his brethren : Look not on his 
t'owntenance, or on the height of hts stature, 
because 1 have refused him : for the Lord 
seeth not as man seeth ; far man looketh on 
the outward appearance; but the Lord look- 
eth on the heart J 

It is expressed, that bo bath no respect 
to the outward estate or worldly rank and 
dignify of men ; but that princes and pea- 
sants, masters and servants, the bonourabh* 
or wealthy, and the mean or poor, are of 
equal consideration with him : J/e (saith 
Job) accepteth not the persons of princes, 

I nor regardeth the rich more than the poor; 

I for they are oU the work of hu hands; ^ and 
St. Paul biddeth masters to deal fairly with 
I their servants, knowing (saith he) that your 
\ Master is also in heaven , neither is i/tere 
resptrt of persom with At/n.** 

We arc taught, that he doth not regard 
even the most sacred offices, or more w orthy 
accomplishments of men, in prejudice to 
the verity of things, or equity of the case ; 
for htnee St. Paul mainlainoth his resolute 
behaviour toward those great pillars of 
religion, St. Peter and St. James : OJ those 
who seemed to he sonmihut, whatsoeve; tht*y 
were, it maketh no matter to me : God ot- 
lepteth no marCs person,^ 

It is frequently inculcated, that he hath 
no consideration of any gifts, of sacrifices, 
of services piesented to him with sinister 
intent, to coinpounil for sin, or excuse from 
duty, to pervert justice, or palliate wrong; 
according to that [declaration of Moses, 
J'he Lord your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and 
a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor 
taketh reward , J and thatj chai-ge of king 
Johoshaphat to his judges, Let the fear of 
the Lord be upon you ; take heed, and do 
it ; for there is no iniquity with the Lord 
our God, nor rispcet of persom, nor taking 
of gifU,^ And, Do not think (saith the 
Hebrew Wise Man) to corrupt (him) with 
gfl^; for such he will not receive; and trust 
mi to unrighteous sacrfices ; for the Lord 
is judge, and with him is no respect of per^ 
sous.' 

In fine, it is often generally declared, 
that God impartially disponseth recom- 
penses, in just proportion, according to 
the deeds of men: Me (saith St. Paul) that 

* 1 Sam. xvl 7. • Job xxxiv. 19: Vuid vi. 7. 

h Eph Vi. 9 , OoloM m 25; iv. 1. * Gal U. 6. 
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doelh wrong, shall receive Jhr the wr&ng 
which he hath done, casd there is no respect 
of persons: ilnd {f (saith St. Fetes)yeeatl 
vpon the Father, who without respect of 
]^sons ju^eth according to every mans 
work, pass the time of your sojoumtng here 
m f&xr.^ 

There is nothing more frequently as* 
serted, or more seriously urged in holy 
scripture than Hds point, that God ym 
jud^e and deal with men, not according 
to his ^olute, antecedent alPectipns, but 
aecordif^ to their own works, or the tenor 
of their practice, duly soaohed and esti- 
mated by the rules of justice ; so that the 
really better man will certainly prove the 
happier, and'the worse man ^all be 
more wretched: He will reward every man 
(saith our Lord) ac- 

cording to his practice : Hoery one (saitli 
St. Paul) shaU receive the things done in his 
h^, rh suitably (in just propor- 
tion) to his works; and each man shall 
receive 3fh«» kis own wages according 
to kis own labour; and then praise (or a 
due taxation) sAoII he to every man from 
Ood: Behold (saith he in the Revelation) 
/ come quickly, and my reward is with me, 
to recompense each man is ri alrav i^yt¥ 
imi, as his work shall 

Wherefore by sacred testimonies it is 
abundantly manifest, that impartiality is a 
divine attribute and perfection of God; 
the which (for our greater satisfaction and 
further illustration of the point) may be 
also evinced by divers arguments, some 
proving that it must be so, others showing 
that it is so; some inferring it a priori, 
from the prime, most avowed attributes of 
God*s nature, and from his relations to I 
men ; others arguing it a posteriori, from I 
principal instances of God’s proceedings 
and providential dispensations toward men. 
Of the first sort ore these : — 

1. God is impartial, because he is per- 
fectly wise, and thence doth truly estuhate 
persons and things. 

Wisdom doth look evenly, with a free 
and pure (an indifferent and uncorrupt) 
eye ujpon aU things; apprehending and es> 
timing each as it is in itself; making no 
distinction where it findetli none ; not pre- 
ferring one thing before another, without 
^oundof difference in them. It doth not 
fix a Valuation on its objects, but ac^ow- 
ledgeth R, and talieth it for such as it is in 
tliemselves* 

Wherefore God cannot have any blind 
^ I Peti. 17 . " Mm. 

*S?*>’***S* nev. fc.»: Vt IS; acor.v. 
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affection or fondness toward any person 
grounded on no reason, or upon any un- 
accountable preju^oe. No person can 
seem amiable or odious to him, who is not 
In himself truly such. 

This argument is often used in scrip- 
ture; and to assure us of this truth it is 
there frequently affirmed, that God doth 
search the hearts, doth try the spirits, doth 
weijh the actions of men: The Ijord (said 
Hannah) is a God of knowledge, and by 
hm actions are weighed: All the ways of 
man (saith Solomon) are clean in his own 
eyes; hut the Lord weigheth the spirits: His 
eyes (saith the Psalmist) behold, his eyelids 
try the childrenofmen : and, O Lord if hosts 
(saith Jeremiah), thtd judgest righteously, 
that triest the reins and t& heart — Thine 
eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons 
of men, to give every one according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his do^ 
ings: [/ the Lord search the heart, I try 
the reins, to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his do* 
ings,^] 

2. God cannot be partial, because he is 
perfectly righteous, just, and holy. This 
reason adjoined to the former doth make 
up a complete demonstration: for partiality 
doth proceed either from blindness of mind, 
or from perverseness ofwill ; he, there- 
fore, who hath both an exact knowledge of 
things, and a perfect rectitude of will, can 
nowise be partial; the one enabling him to 
ju^e, the other disposing him to affect 
things as they are and deserve ; to esteem 
and love that which is indeed worthy and 
lovely; to despise and dislike that whicii is 
despicable and odious; to have no opinion 
or affection toward a person, abstracted 
from all qualifications ; such a one being 
no special object of a wise and just either 
esteem or contempt, love or hatred. 

As these causes are always inseparably 
connected (for what is justness, but a dis- 
position of will to follow, without deflec- 
tion, the dictates of wisdom ?) so the efiect 
must necessarily follow ; according to nuin- 
berless testimonies in scripture, importing, 
that Ihe righteous Lord hveth righteous- 
ness; hut the wicked, and him that hveth 
vhletwe, his soul hateth : The eyes of the 
Isord are upon the righteous — hut the face 
of the Lord is i^ainst them that do eviL^ 

3. God is impartial, because he is infi- 
nitely great and potent ; whence all crea- 
tures are in the same degree inferior, at 
the same distance remote from liirn; all 


* 1 Sam. ii.3; Prov.xvl 2; Fsal zl 4; Jer.\i.20; 
XX 12, zxxii 19; xyil 10. v Psal. xi. 7; (vii ii « 
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are equally at his discretion and dii^K)8al$ | 
he hath no need of any: what, therefore, < 
should incline him to regard one before i 
another, excepting only ^dness, wherein 
he delighteth ? So the Wise Man discour- 
seth: lie that is Lord of all shall fiar no 
man's person^ neither MU he stand in awe 
of any mnxCs greatness; for he hath made 
the small and greats and carethfor aU alike.^ 
So Moses did imply : The Lord your Ood 
is Ood of gods^ ana Lord of lorA, a great 
God, a mighty, and a terribU, whim re- 
gardeth not persons.'^ 

4. God is impartial, because ho is im- 
mensely good and benign ; both intensively 
in the deme, and extensively as to the 
objects of his goodnebs; so that he &vour- 
eth all equally, because all thoroughly, so 
for as may well be, according to their con- 
dition and capacity ; whence if there he any 
difference or defect, the ground thereof is 
not in his natm'e or will, but in the diffe- 
rent qualifications of creatures.* 

There is a double goodness or love of 
God : one absolute, preceding all regard 
to personal qualities or deeds ; the other 
couditionate, and consequent on special 
regards: in both these, God is impartial; 
fur the first is general and unconfined, ac- 
cording to that of the Psalmist, The Lord 
is good to all, and his mercies are over all 
his vforhs : and those sayings in the gospel, 
lie is kind unto the unthankful and to the 
evil : He maketh Ids sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good; and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust,^ The second is pounded 
on special reasons of the case, and adapted 
to the rules of justice demanding it ; accor- 
ding whereto. The Lord is rich (in mer(^) 
toward all that caU upon him* He will fu^l 
the desire o f them that fear him, axkd pre» 
serveth aU them that love him.^ 

In the first there is no difference; in the 
second the difference is made by ourselves, 
being founded in our voluntary demeanour. 

5. God is impartial toward all persons, 
because he hath the same (natural and ori- 
ginal) relations toward all. 

1. Ho is the Maker and Father of all; 
according to that of the prophet, Have we 
not aU one Father f Hath not one Ood cre- 
ated vs f and that of the apostle. There is 
one God and Father ofaU, who is above aU, 
and through aU, and in you all: ^ he there- 
fore hath the same parental kindness to- 
ward all, the same tenderness for the good 

1 WUd. Vi 7. ' Dent. x. 17. ■ Bxod. xxiv. 8, 
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of each ; he is not capable of that imper- 
fection which is obser wle in some pwenta, 
to be fond and indul^nt to some miildren 
above others ; but inbis sBecdonthe rich and 
poor (as the Wise Man saith) do meet toge- 
ther; the Lard is the maker of them 

Hence Job did collect, that God accept- 
eth not the persons of princes, nor regaraeth 
the rich more than the poor; for (saith he) 
they are all the work cfkis hands*^ 

Hence the same holy man did infer, 
that he was obliged to deal fairly with his 
own servants, for that God in judgment 
would consider their case no less thim his, 
upon this account,’ for, Did not he that 
made me in the tvomb make him? and did 
not cm fashion us in the wombf* 

Hence the Wise Man , who imitated Solo- 
mon, did argue an equality of gracious pro- 
vidonoe toward all : He hath made the small 
and the great, cmd careth for all ulike.^ 

2. God is the common Lord of all ; and 
therefore is concerned to potect all with 
the tike care, to govern all with the same 
equity. 

Hence St. Paul gathereth, that God is 
indifferently willing to show mercy and dis- 
pense blessmgs to all people; to confer the 
means of salvation, and to accept pious 
endeavours, without distinction of Jew or 
Gentile : Is he (saith he) the God of the 
Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles f 
And, There is therefore no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord 
over dU is rich unto aU that call upon himJ 
Hence the some apostle doth urge mas- 
ters to be just and md to their servants; 
for that Gw, as the common Master, hath 
an equal respet to both, knowing that your 
Master also is in heaven, and there is no re- 
spect of persons with him.^ 

3. God is the Saviour of aU; desiring 
and designing that all men shotdd be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth; 
being willing that no man should perish, 
but that dU should come to repentance*^ 

Wherefore out of philanthropy and love 
to mankind, he sent his Son to to the Sa- 
viour (fthe world; to give himself a raneom 
for alt men, to taste death far every man^^ 
And what ^eater hisianee comd there 
be of perfect impartialify? 

So by reasons from the principal attii- 
butes and relations of God, his imparlialii^ 
maybe deduced: the same also may bede- 
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dared fh>m his proceedings and dealings 
with men> For, 

1. God hath proposed to all men m* 
differently the same terms and conditions 
of obtaining his love and favour, of onjoj- 
ing his bounty and mercy, of obtaining re- 
wards and felicity from him/ 

The Same laws and rules of life are 
prescribed to all persons, as men and as 
Christians. 

The natural dictates of reason, the pre- 
cepts of hol^ scripture, the great moral 
duties of reli^on, by observance whereof 
God’s favour is retained, and sdvation as- 
sured, are of general concern and common 
obligation to all without exception. 

God hath not framed one law, or one 
gospel, for princes and great men, another 
for peasants and mean artisans ; he hath 
not chalked out one way toward heaven 
for the rich, another for the poor to walk 
in; but all, high and rich and poor^ 
onp with another* are tied to observe the 
precepts of piety, of charity, of justice, 
of temperance, sobriety, and chastity, of 
modesty, humility, and patience; none, 
great or small, can otherwise than by pro- 
ceeding in the common road of virtuous 
practice, arrive to happiness. He that do- 
eth the will of my Pother that is in heaven^ 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven,^ 

If thou wilt enter into life^ keep the com- 
mandments: Enter in through the strait 
gate: Blessed are they that do hin com- 
mandments^ that they may have right to the 
tree of life: To them^ who hypedient con- 
tinuance in weU-doing seek gl&ty and honour 
and immortality^ eternal life will be con- 
ferred:* tl^ese are the grand in&llible 
maxims, the fired irreversible decrees, ex- 
pressing the general duty and doom of 


according to the eternd reason 
of things, and the declared will of God 
Almighty, our sovereigpa Governor and 
Judge. 

Whoever it is, that will please God, that 
will have his love, that will be h^py by his 
grace, must humbly submit to God’s will, 
must faithfully obey God’s laws, must care- 
fully walk in God’s way ; ^ from this course 
there can be no exemption, no dispensation, 
no special privilege, for any person what- 


Ab all men naturally, by indissoluble 
bauds of obligation, ore the subjects and 
imvants of Qod ; so God indispensably and 
ineieufifely doth requite the same loyalty 
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and fidelity, the same diligence, the same 
reverence f^m all. 

Great men sometimes may live as if they 
conceited themselves free from the obliga- 
tions which bind other men; as if they had 
not souls (as we poor mortals have) to be 
saved, or were to be saved in some other 
way ; as if obedience to the divine laws doth 
not touch them, but only doth belong to the 
commonalty; as if they had special indul- 
gence to live in pride, luxury, and sloth, 
might warrantably practice injustice, op- 
pression, revenp^c: mig;htcu»} primlegiohe 
lewd and lascivious, withhold their debts, 
take God’s name in vain, neglect devotion 
and the service of God: but in thus doing 
they much abuse themselves ; for tliey no 
less than others are obnoxious to guilt and 
to punishment, for such misdemeanours 
against the divine laws, lu truth, if there 

any difference in the case, it is only this ; 
that they, in all equity, ingenuity, and gra- 
titude, are obliged to a more strict, more 
faithful, more diligent observance of God’s 
laws; they being more indebted to God for 
his speciiu bounty to them; they having 
larger talents and advantages committed 
to their trust, their deportment being of 
higher consequence, and most influential 
on the world, they being liable to render 
an account ax'curding to that just rule, 
C/nto whom much is given^ of him much 
shall be required; ** whence their eminency 
of condition doth not excuse them from 
common duties, but doth advance their ob- 
ligation, will aggravate their neglect, will 
inflame their reckoning, will plunge them 
deeper into wofiil punislimeut; according 
to that of the Wise Man, a sharp judgment 
shall be to them that are in high places , for 
mercy will soon pardon the meane^t^ but 
migMy men shall be mightily tor mettled,^ 

2. All persons have the same means, the 
same aids, the same supports afforded to 
them, for ability to perform their duty, and 
attain their hapless. 

The w'ord of God, as the light of heaven, 
doth indifferently shine to all men, for in- 
structing their minds, for directing their 
practice, for guiding thexr feet in the way 
of p^e. 

The divine grace is ever at hand, ready 
to assist all those who sincerely and seri- 
ously do apply themselves to serve God. 

Seasonable comforts are never wanting 
to support those who need them, and who 
in their distress aeek them from God, who 
healeth the broken in hearty and bindeth up 
their wounds; so that when the poor man 
*■ Luke xU. 48. > Wild vi. d 6. 
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criftk^ the Lord heareth him^ and saveth 
him out of his trovhhs,^ 

The universal good Spirit of God (the 
fountain of light and wisdom, of spiritual 
power and strength, of consolation and joy) 
is communicated according to the needii 
of men, and exigencies of occasion;" pre^ 
venting them by direction to the right way, 
by reclaiming tliem from ill courses, by 
exciting in them good thoughts and good 
desires ; quickening their good resolutions, 
and assisting in the pursuit of them ; en- 
abling them to resist temptations, and to 
combat with their spiritual adversaries; to 
such best purposes the Holy Spirit is given 
to all in needful seasons and measures;" 
especially to those who do earnestly seek 
it, do faithfully use it, do treat it well. 

3. God hath provided, and doth propose 
to all men the same encouragements fur 
obedience, tht‘ same punishments for trans- 
gression ; the which being the same in kind, 
do only differ in degi’ee, proportionabiy to 
the good deeds or bad demerits of persons. 

God hath appointed one heaven for all 
pious and virtuous p<*rsons, of what natiem, 
of what rank, of what condition soi‘Ver the? 
are ; he hatli prepared those things^ which 
eye hath not stea, nor ear keard^ nor kemt 
of man com ( ived^ for all that love him,^ For 
nil that have fought the good Jlght ^ and hept 
the faith ^ and love hh appearance ^ the Lord^ 
the' /ightcous Judge ^ hath laid uu a trown 
of nghteovsnea,^ 

Immortality of life, an unfading crown 
of glory, a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
unspeakable joys, endless bliss, God hath 
covenanted and promised to all his faithild 
servants;'' to all wh(» in his way please to 
accept and embrace them ; « He that 
mlletk^ let him take of the water of life 
freely,^ Ard what greater rewards could 
there bo assigned ? Wliat room is there for 
partiality, where all are capable of the same 
equally great, because in a maimer immense 
felicity? Many (saith our Saviour) shidl 
come from the east, uiul from the tees/, and 
from the north, awl from the south, and 
shall sit down with Abraham^ andwith Isaar, 
and ndth Jacob, in the kmgdom of heaven,^ 

Lazarus, the poor beggar, shall raA with 
the illustrious Moses and the 
with David, and Hezekiab, and 
all pious pidnoes, in the bosom Abra- 
ham. The poor fishermen, the painfhl tent- 
makers, the sorry publicans, shall reign 
together with Constantine and Theodosius, 
and all those good princes who have faith- 

» Psal. cxlviL 3 ; (cxlvi 7 ;) xxri> .6 “1 Cor. 

xii. 7 * Luke xt 13 ^ Col. lU. 11 ; 1 Cor. li 9 

a Tm. fv. 7, 8. ' Luke zxU. 29 • Rev xxil 17 

> Matt. 'till. 11 • Luke aui. 39 


fully served God and promoted his glory. 
The rich, well using their wealth, may ol^ 
tain tliat state, treasuring up to uwmseloes 
a g<H)d foundation agaimi the time to oome, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life : " the 
poor, contentedly bearing their condition, 
have a good title thereto, expressed in iiiose 
words, Blessed he ye poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of GodJ , 

C)n the other hand, the samo dtanml 
punishments are threatened to all presump* 
tttous, contumacious, and impenitent trans- 
gressors of God's law, however dignified or 
distinguished; be they princes or subjects, 
noble Of base, wealthy or indigent; the 
same unquenchable fire, the same gnaw'ing 
worm, the same weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ; the same utter dark- 
ness ; thi same burning lake of brimstone ; 
the some extreme disconsolate anguish is 
reserved for them all : Depart frotn me ; 
Go, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, will be 
the doom pronounced on all the workers of 
inanity; Jndigtudion and UToth, trihula* 
turn and anguish, will he upon every soul 
that doeth eviL^ 

No regard will be had to the quality of 
men in this world ; for the rich man, who 
uns clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day, was not ex- 
cused from heU and torment: there is a 
Tophet ordained of old, even for Mugs i 
mighty men shall be mightily tormented, if 
they have mightily sinned." 

Even present encouragements of virtue 
in tliis life, the joys and comforts of God's 
holy imirit, the sweet elapses of spiritual 
consolation in devotion, the peace of God, 
and delicious sense of his love, the cheer- 
ful satisfaction of a good conscience, the 
jmj in believing God’s truth, and hoping 
for accomplishment of his promises, the 
delight in obeying God's commandments, 
the blessing of God upon good under- 
takings, and happy success therein, ^e 
co-operation of all things for good to them 
who love^ God, the supply of all wants, and 
satisfaction of all desires, the experimental 
assurance of God’s constant protection and 
gracious providence ovtr those who fear 
him and trust in him (according to num- 
berless declarations and promises in holy 
scripture), are indifferently dispensed to 
all who shall use the means to attoln them, 
in way of conscientious practice.’’ 

As, correspondently, the temporal dis- 
couragements (born ain (crosses, disap- 


"1 Tim.vL 19$liidnxU.83;zTl.9. ^liulcsvl.20 
''Matt. vU. 33; xxv.lil; Liike|m.37; RQm.U.Sa 
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pointments^ vexations, miseries) are with- 
out exception allotted to all transgressors 
of Ood*s law, according to many denun- 
ciations therein** 

4. The impartiality of God doth appear 
from hia universal providence, careuilly 
watching over ail and every person, dis- 
pensing good things to each, according to 
his ne^, without distinction.* 

Is any man in extreme want? his liberal 
hand presently doth reach forth a supply ; 
for, Jae satisfieth thelonging stnd^and filleth 
the hungry soul with goomess; Heopeneth 
his hand^ and satisfieth the desire oj every 
living 

Is any man in distress ? the Lord is ready 
to afford relief ; according to that repeated 
burden of the 107th Psalm : Then they cry 
unto the Lord in their trouble^ and he saoeth 
them out of their distresses.^ 

Is any man engaged in sin and guilt? he 
is patient and longsuffering; not pouring 
forth his anger, not withholding his mm*- 
cies; letting his sun arise and his showers 
descend upon the most unworthy and un- 
grateful: this he doth so generally, that 
commonly by apparent events it is not easily 
discernible to wnom God beareth special 
favour; according to that observation of 
the Preacher, No man knowetk either love 
or hatred by all that is before them; all 
things coming alike to all.^ How then can 
any man complain of partiality in him, ^ho 
exerciseth so unconfined bounty, clemency, 
and patience? 

If there be any considerable difference, 
it is only this, tliat God hath a peculiar care 
of the poor, the afflicted, the oppressed, 
the helpless and disconsolate, who do most 
need (and thence are most induced to seek) 
hia succour and comfort ; ^ being also com- 
monly better qualified to receive them; as 
is frequently declared in scripture. 

It is true, that God hath his particular 
friends, his favourites, his privados, whom 
he doth specially regard and countenance ; 
i2qK>n whom he conferreth extraordinary 
b^ns and graces; namely, those who do 
love, who do fear, who do trust in, who 
do honour him, who do obey him ; con- 
cerning whom it is said, We know that all 
things work together for good to them that 
love Ood: and, The Lord preserveth all 
those that love him: There is no want to 
them that fear him : He will fulfil the desire 
sf ihm that fear him ; he also will hear 


. ^ BenttS otnolpoteni its carat univercoi tanquam 
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their cry. and will save them: The Lord 
redeemeth the soul of his servants^ and none 
of them that trust in him shall be desolate: 
Them that honour me, I will honour: The 
Lord hveth the righteous: The eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their cry ; Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command yon.^ 

Hut evidently there is no partiality in this; 
for he doth not favour them irrespectively 
as persons, but as in justice specially qua- 
lified for favour ; friendship, dutifulness, 
reverence toward him, being the highest 
virtues, and arguing a mind endued with 
dispositions (wifli equity, with ingenuity, 
with gratitude, with sober wisdom, With 
love of truth and goodness) which demand 
a correspondence of love and respect from 
God himself. And as we do not hold a 
man partial who beareth a special affection 
and regard to those who express good-will, 
who deal kindly and fairly with them who 
serve them faithfully and pay them due re- 
spect ; so neither is God partial, if he doth 
specially bless good men upon the like ac- 
counts. 

Especially considering, that God doth 
not so favour mere pretenders, who pro- 
fess to love and honour him, but do not 
love true goodness; fond, superstitious, 
hypocritical people, who call Lord, Loid, 
but practise iniquity ; who think to please 
him by affected services; who court and 
fiatter liim with their lips; who w^uuld 
bribe him with their gifts and sacrifices.* 

5. All Christians, without distinction, 
have the same illustrious relations and 
honourable privileges, the most great and 
glorious that can be imagined. 

Of what greater honour is a man capa- 
ble, than to be adopted into the blood royal 
of heaven, to be called to be one of \\io 
sons of (Sod? Ye are all the sons of (Jod 
by faith in Christ Jesus. God sent forth 
his Son, bom of a woman, that he might 
redeem us — and that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.^ 

"lAiTf flTflTaeirtj* ayi'Tinr Behold (sailh St. 
John) what love the Father hath given us, 
that we should be called the sons of Ood.^ 
This is a privilege which God hath given, 
which Christ hath purchased for us all. 
And whosoever received him, he gave them 
igawWav TAvruv (tliis power, this privilege, 
this advant^e), that they should become 
the sans of God.^ 

* Rom. vUL 28 ; Ps«l. cxlv 80 ; mi, 28: miv. 9 ; 
cxly 10 ; xxnv 22 ; 1 Sam. IL 30 ; Psal cxlvi. 8 ; 
xxaiv. 16 ; John xv. 14. ' Matt. vli. 23 ; Luko vi 

46; Tit.} 16; Matt zv.9; Col U. 22; Matt xv. 8. 
> (Col 111 11 ,) 1 Oor. xll 18 , Gal Ih 26, 38, Iv. 4,.s , 
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To what higher dignity can any one 
pretend, than to be heir of a kingdom by 
the most infallible assurance that can be ; 
by covenant, by promise of God? Such 
are all good Christians, God's children ; 
for ?/ then heirh (saith the apostle), 
heb s of God^ co-heirs with Christ : heirs of 
God's kingdom ; for. Heathen^ my helmed 
Irethren (saith St. James ;) Hath Qod not 
chosen the poor of this worlds rich in faith ^ 
and heirs of the kingdom^ which ho hath 
promised to them that love him ? i 

Inherit the kingdom prepared fir you»^ 
Fear not^ htth flock , it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you a kingdom J 
1 appoint unto you a kingdom^ as my 
Father hath appointed unto me»^ 

To what higher pitch can the most am- 
bitious soul aspire, than to be a king? 

Such, St. John saith, that our Lord hath 
constituted evei’y good Christian; parta* 
hers, not of a carnal, an earthly, a temporal 
kiii;,dom (wliich is unstable, is subject to 
\arioiis chances and crosses, cannot endure 
long, or last any considerable time), but of 
a spiritual, a celestial, an eternal kingdom, 
which cannot be shalen; which bath conti- 
nual rest, peace, joy." 

Wc are by God called unto his kingdom 
and glory , — translated mto the kingdom of 
hts own dear Son,** 

To be the brethren of Christ ; who is the 
ao\ ereign Lord of glory ^ King of kings, and 
Lord of loi*U. 

Is it not a considerable honour to be the 
fuends of our Lord? so is every poor soul 
which hath the conscience to serve him 
faithfully ; for. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you,*^ 

All are cili/ans, free denizens of the 
heavenly commonwealth ; rm 


potentates, the most redoubtable warriors, 
and successful conquerors (the men who 
mode the earth to tremble, that did shake 
kingdom), that made the world as a wiU 
demess, and destroyed the cities thereof; 
who aifcKJted to tucend into heaven, and to 
exalt his throne above the stars of God, to 
ascend above the heights of the clouds, and 
to he like the Most High,^ 

There shall they stand, bare and divested 
of all their phantastry, their splendid pomp, 

I their numerous retinue, their guards, their 
parasites. 

No consideration there will be had of 
their windy titles, of their gay attire, and 
glittering pom]). 

No respect will be had to the dread of 
their name, to the fame of their prowess; 
to that spurious glory, for which they un- 
settled mankind, and overturned the world ; 
their actions will be strictly scanned ac- 
cording to the rules of God's law^ and com- 
mon equity. 

They will be put to answer for all the 
violences and outrages, for all the spoils and 
rapines, for all the blood and slaughters, for 
all the ruins, devastations, and desolations, 
their cruel ambition hath caused; for all 
the sins they have committed, and all the 
mischiefs they have done. 

They who now have so many flatterers 
and adorers, w ill not then find one advo- 
cate to plead for them. 

Thus it may appear that God is impar- 
tial. 

But there arc divers obvious exceptions 
against thb doctrine. As, 

Obj. 1 . Is it not apparent that the gifts of 
God are distributed with great inequality ? 

Doth not one swim in wealth and plenty, 
while another couchetb under the Wden 
of extreme want and penury? 


0. All men are liable to the same judg- 
ment, at the same tribunal, before that one 
impartial, inflexible Judge, who cannot be 
corrupted with gifts, or dazzled with shows, 
ui moved by any sinister regards.' 

All persons must stand bi'fbre that bar 
upon equal ground; without any advan- 
tage : according to that representation of 
St. John: I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God, and the hooks were opened 
— and the dead u ere judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, ac- 
cording to their works.* 

The greatest monarebs, the mightiest 

J Korn Tlii 17 , Oftl Iv 7 . Tit. ill 7 ; Heb i 14 , 
JaincH li 5 k Matt xxv 84. i Luke zil .12. 
“ l.uki xx« 2S ^ « Kev i 0, 9, v 10 , 2 Tim iv. IS, 
aT«(vaw 0 r— 21*et i 11, 0 MVM 00 —tlcb Ml 2S, Aettkiurits 
« I Ihcsci U 12, Col 1 13 P John XI 14 FhU. 
Ill 20 , 111 b xui 20 , xfi 22 , Eph li 19 ' JDeut. 

X 17,(rol ill 28) 'Apoc zx 12. 


Are not some perched aloft in high dig- 
nity, while others crawl upon the ground, 
and grovel in despicable meanness? 

Are not some clothed with purple and 
fine linen, and fare deliciously every day; 

I w hile others scarce find rags to cover theia , 
and lie at the door begging for relief?" 

Do not some thrive and prosper in their 
affairs, while others are disappointed and 
crossed in their midertakin^ ? 

Was it not truly observea of some per- 
sons (and thoao least deserving good for- 
tune), They are enclosed in their awn fact — 
Their eyes standout with fatness; they have 
more than heart could wishf* 

And whence doth this difference come, 


>fw \lv 16.17,81)8,14, U " Luke zvi. 19 , 
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but from God's bind? Who (as the apostle 
asketh) maketh thee to differ^ from another, 
but God, the disposer of all things? 

To this exception I answer — 

1. That temporal things are so incon- 
siderable, that they scarce deserve to come 
into the balance, or to be computed ; * for 
they have but the same proportion to spiri- 
tual things, as time bath to eternity ; ^ or a 
finite to an infinite ; which is none at aU. 

What partiality therefore is there, if 
God in mercy and patience bestow on bad 
men a farthing in the temporal consolations 
of this life (if the universaJ Father give a 
small poTtim in this life to untoward chil- 
dren), while he reserveth infinite millions 
for his obedient children?* 

2. The goods of fortune commonly are 
dispensed not by a special hand of God, but 
according to the general course of pro\i- 
dcnce : and what partiality is he guilty of, 
who scattereth money into a crowd of poor j 
peo]>le; although in scrambling some get 
more than other ; and often the worst (Be- 
ing inobt bold and fierce) do get most ? 

3. Indeed the receiving those gifts is 
no sign of God's special regard; as the 
Preacher well observed; No nmn knoweth 
either love or hatred by all that is before 
them. All things come alike to all; there is 
one event to the righteom and to the tviched,* 

4. God, as St. Austin saith, purposely 
doth sparingly deal these things to good 
men , andfreel^ bestowctli them on had men, 
to show how little we ought to value them; 
how much inferior they arc to spiritual 
goods. For surely he would give the l)est 
things to his friends, and the worst to his 
enemies. 

5. Even temporal gifts arc dispensed with 
a very even hand ; for if, barring injudi- 
cious fancy and vulgar opinion, we rightly 
prize things, we compare the conveniences 
and inconveniences of each state, it will be 
hard to judge which hath the advantage. 

Wealth bath more advantages for plea- 
sure ; but it hath also more cores, more 
fears, more crosses, more dangers, more 
troubles, more temptations. 

It hath more plenty ; but witlial it hath 
less safety, less ease, less liberty, less quiet, 
less real enjoyment. 

Set the distract ion of the rich man's mind 
against the toil of the poorest man's body; 
tlie nauseous surfeits of one against the 
griping hunger of the other. 

That which really doth constitute a state 

r. * Rom. viu 18, 
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happy, content, may be common to both, 
or wanting to either, as the person is 6^ 
posed. 

6. The goods of fortune are not purely 
gifts, but talents deposited in trust for God's 
service, for which a proportionable return 
is expected ; so that he that hath less of 
them hath a loss burden to bear, and an 
easier account to render, 

7. Many gifts are not dispensed with 
personal regard, but for public good : and 
therefore all have an interest in they 

The \^alth, the power, the repuij "onj 
tho prosperity, of a prince, of a noblj' ianJ 
of a gentleman, are not his, but his L gh- 
hour's ; for governing, for protecting for 
encouraging, for assisting whom, the Jai-e 
conferred : the world not being able to ^ ub- 
.sist in order and peace without suhordi^ ate 
I ranks, and without answerable meaii'i to 
maintain thorn. 

Obj, 2. It is a])parcnt that God dispens- 
etb his grace, the light of knowledge, and 
means of salvation, ver} unequally ; some 
nations living in the clear sunshine of tho 
gospel, while others sit in darhms a:nd 
the shadow of death whole nations being 
detained in barbarous and brutish igno- 
rance. 

To answer tliis exception fully would re- 
quire much discourse ; it being a. dark and 
difficult point : but briefly we maj sa> , 

1. That God dispenseth measures of 
grace according to a just, )et inscrutable 
wisdom, knowing what use will be made 
thereof, and what fruit men will bear. It 
may therefore be a fa\our not to dispense 
light to them who are not prepared to em- 
brace and improve it w ell. 

2. No man can tell w hat God doth in pre*- 
paration, and what obstructions are made 
by men to his grace. 

»3. As lower means of grace are con- 
ferred, so proportionably less returns are 
expected. 

4. How hard soever it may be to descry 
the reason of (Sod's proceedings in this 
case, yet assuredly it Is just ; and our ig 
noraiice of it should not prejudice the be- 
lief of those general truths, which are so 
plainly declared, concerning the universal 
benignity and impartial equity of God. 

Ohf 3. Is it nut in holy scripture some- 
times asserted, that God doth act arbi- 
trariously and absolutely; dispensing his 
bounfy and mercy without regard to any 
quality in men, or deed committed by them 
either in whole or in proportion God 

s Luke 1 in ; lAatt. iv 16 ; B ph. iv IS , li 1 « Tit. 
1U.3; irot.iv a 
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saith, I will have mercy on whom I will 

have mercy and, li it not laufalfor me 

to do what 1 mil with mine oaw?® 

1& not a plain instance of this dealing 
alleged bj St. Paul concerning Jacob and 
E^au, that before the children were hom^ 
or hiid dune either f*ood or eoil^ (iod said, 
The elder hhall serve the younger; and in 
r('gard thereto, in the prophet, Jacob have 
I ioved^ but Esau have I hatedJ^ 

We answer briefly, that 
S *h expressions do import, not that 
Go ctetli absolutely in the thing itself, 
but tend nos ; not tliJit he acteth without 
rea i, but upon reasons (transcending our 
cap ity, or our means to know Jt) incom- 
pn msible or umhscemible to us;** not 
tha he can give uu account, but is not ob- 
lige 1 to render any to us ; that the methods 
of Jna providence commonly are inscrutable ; 
that his proceedings are not subject to our 
r xainmtation and censure ; that his acting 
noth suflBcientl} authon/.e and justify itself; 
lliiat it is high presumption and arrogance 
f )r ns to scan, sift, or contest, or cavil at 
the (‘(juily or wisdom of God’s acting.* 
That God doth not act according to ne* 
oes'jity, but is free in dispensing his inin*cy, 
and applying it to anj ))crsun, so that they 
ha\ e nothing to challenge upon account of 
thtlr own deserts or works ; but mu^t refer 
all to his mere bounty. 

How€*ver, there can bo nothing in these 
mysteries of predestination and providence, 
wliicli really doth subvert an assertion so 
often clearly expressed, and so w ell ground- 
ed in reason, or the consideration of Ciud’s 
nature, attributes, ordinary way of acting, 
ILc. 

Whatever expressions arc repugnant 
tlHTcto ill sound, whatever instances (de- 
pending on otcult causes) in appearance 
do cross it; }ct it must stand, that God is 
impartially merciful, benign, just, 8rc. 

Ohj, 4. Had not Jeremy, St. John Bap- 
tist, St. Paul, absolute favours and gi*aces 
conferred on them, who w^Te sanctified^ 
and separated from the womb to be pro- 
phets and apostl(.s,* 

These favours were in design not 
so imif‘h particular and personal, £is general 
and public ; those persons being raised up 
by God upon oecasioiis as needful instru- 
ments (elect vesseh) of his providence, to 
instruct men, and to Feduco them to God ; ** 
so that God, in raising up such extraor- 
dinary persons, did express his common 
goodness to mankind. 

^ Rom. lx Ki , Matt, xx 15. ^ Rom lx. 11, 12, 13 
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The like maybe said of that special favour 
wldch was vouchsafed to the holy Virgin^ 
who wtm and blessed among 
for the general good of mankind. 

The consideration of this point is very 
useful, and may dispose us to many sorts of 
good practice. 

1. No man should presume upon God’s 
dealiug with him more favourably than with 
others, as if he were a darling or favourite ; 
that God will indulge him in the conimis- 
Mon of any thing prohibited, or in omission 
of any duty. 

No man should indulge himself in any 
thing, upon a conceit that God will indulge 
him, or oversee his errors; and that, in 
thii» seiise, He seetk not iniquity in Jacob. 

2. No man should be puifed up with 
conceit that God hath a singular regard to 
liim. For all such conceits arc groundless 
and vain ; in them men do miserably de- 
lude themselves. 

No man can otherwise found any assu- 
rance of God’s special love to him, than 
upon a good conscience ; testifying that he 
doth sincerely love God, and endeavour 
faithfully to obey his commandments. J 

3. No man should despair of God’s fa- 
vour ; seeing God liath no particular aver- 
salioii from any; but every person liath 
the same grounds of hope. 

If we can buckle our hearts to observe 
our duty, we may be sure to be acccjited. 

If thou doest well^ skalt thou not be ac- 
cepted 

4. No man should be discouraged for 
his condition, or fortune; since in allotting 
it to him, God liad no disfavour, nor did 
intend him ill. 

God hath no less regard to him, than to 
perhons of the most high, wealthy, prospe- 
rous state. 

5. No man should repinfe, murmur, or 
complain of God’s dealing, as if he were 
unkindly used, more than others ; for there 
is no such thing : God deaieth alike kindly 
with jill. 

6. No man, upon account of his rank, 
wealth, or worldly ad\antag os, should boast 
or pride hmiself; seeing thence he par- 
taketh no more than his meanest and poor- 
est neighbour, of the principal advantage, 
God’s favour. 

7. No man, upon such accounts, should 
despise his neighbour, the brother of low 
degree: * for upon those accounts it appear- 
eth that the Wise Man saith trulv, that he 
U void of wisdion who desjnsetk his neigh- 
hoHr;'° seeing no man con be despicable, 

* X'VM* Kt^ tiiike j. 28 i J .tohn ill ]S,9n ^ 
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whom God rGp;ardeth ; seeing Ood (as £U< 
hu saith) U mighty^ and despiseth not any; 
seeing the meanest person standeth on equal 
terms with the greatest inthee^e of God." 

8. Great men should not take themselves 
for another sort of creatures, or anotl\er 
race of men, than their poor neighbours ; 
that the world is theirs, and all things are 
for them; that they may do what they 
please ; that they are exempted from laws 
which oblige others ; for in moral and spi- 
ritual accounts they are upon a level with 
others.* 

They arc but fellow-subjoets and fellow 
servants with others ; all accountable to the 
same Master. 

9. Superiors hence should be moved to 
deal fairly, gently, and courteously with 
inferiors; seeing these arc their fellow- 
S6r\ ants, e(|ually considerable as themselves 
with the great Master of the family. 

This is the use to which St. Paul applieth 
the consideration ; 

Masters^ gtoe unto your servants that 
which is just and equal ^ knowing that ye have 

a Master in heaven Ye masters^ do the 

same things unto them (that is, be conscien- 
tiously good to them, as they are faithful 
to you), forbearing threatening; knowing 
that your master also h in heaven^ neither 
is there respect of persons with htrn,^ 

10. This consideration should preserve 
Us from superstition, or thinking to please 
or satisfy God, \vin his favour, or appease 
his displeasure, b\ umouth ways, which 
he hath not prescribed to all men ; to cor- 
rupt him by our sacrifices and oblations ; 
our fiatterics, glozings, colloguings with 
him ; so that he will indulge us in any bad 
thing, or excuse us from our true duty, in 
regard to those aifoctod services. 

We do herein but abuse ourselves ; for 
he will not approve or accept us upon any 
other account, than of discharging our duty, 
being truly righteous and good.^ 

11. It is matter of comfort and satisfac- 
tion to a man, who is conscious of his sin- 
cerity, that (whatever his condition and 
dbrcunistances be) God will have a fair re- 
gard thereto, and will not reject him. 

It was so to Job : I>oth not God see my 

ways^ and count all my steps? Let mt 

he weighed in an even balance, that God 
may know my integrity J 

1 2* The consideration of this point should 
keep us from partial respects of men.* 

Not to adimre the state of great men, 


* 4;t9oniin owhun omae vaoavit — Lw hb vH 

** Job xxrrt 5 ** ( Jamos It 0 ) C'ol iv. 1 , 

ill ^ * Kph VI 9, 4 ootoss li , Mio vl, 7. 8 

WoTauitfS *Jai»eiU 1,9, frov. Jcx7lH.ah 
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nor to yield them undue deferences (in |$re- 
judice to meaner persons, making greater 
ditfcronce than there is ground for), not 
to flatter or humour them in an immoderate 
measure, or unbeseeming manner. ‘ 

Tills is that which St. James doth urge in 
his second chapter, as a very unequal thing. 

We should imitate God; we should con- 
sider that our opinions and affections should 
resemble his. 

As in exterior judgment no respect is to 
be had to the rich above the poor ; so nei- 
ther in the interior judgment or esteem of 
our mind; to which St. James sceraeth to 
apply the law ; If ye have respect to per- 
sons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of 
the law as transgressors.^ 

13. This should keep us from env^ ing at 
those who have more worldly advantages. 

14. It should keep us from being oflend- 
ed, or scandalized, or pcrveiled into filse 
notions of (vod, upon occasion of an} mys- 
terious points, or hard expressions imjiort- 
ing absolute and arbitrary proceedings of 
God, in predestination or providence. For 
however they are to be understood, *hey 
cannot derogate fiom the impartial good- 
ness and justice of God. 

15. This consideration should engage us 
readily to pay due respect and reverence t<i 
princes, to magistrates, to all our superiors. 

For hence we see, that tlie reason why 
we are commanded to honour and fear 
them is, not their worldl} grandeur of 
wealth or power (things of small consi- 
deration with God ;) but it standeth on a 
more solid ground, their s.*u red rt latir 
to God, as his representatives and oflieei 
who in his name and behalf do administer 
justice, and protect right and iimoconee, 
encourage virtue, maintain order and peiue 
in the world. 

Though God doth not favour their per- 
sons as rich and mighty ; yet he regardeth 
his own character imprinted on them ; he 
regardeth his honour and interest concerned 
in their respect ; he regardeth the public 
good of mankind, which they are constitu- 
ted to promote: he considers them as the 
ministers of his kingdom, and instruments 
of convoying his benefits to mankind. 

Whence he giveth salvation to hr^s ; he 
by his law, and by his providence, doth 
guard and secure them fi*om violence, from 
contempt, from disrespect. 

In honouring them, we honour the au- 
thority of God, and the character of divi- 
nity stamped on them ; we serve ourselves, 

* Ou fAtSu rM Tifi tihMSt Matt xxil IG , SSavjuuiZuu 
n%Mroixia, Judo lb, Livit Xix 1 1 , Deut i 17 , xvi It); 
Vtoy.txrt 2J, zvt 6, icxv. 11,21 ** James ii 9. 
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for whose sake they are constituted, for; 
whose good they watch.^ 

It may also engage us the more gladly 
and fully to yield them their due respect, 
to consider, that their condition is not in- 
vidious, or their case better than other 
men's ; seeing they are accountable to God 
for the advantages of it; seeing that God 
hath no regard to them upon account of 
that greatness which da/zleth our e^es; 
seeing that for all the burdens they sustain, | 
for aU the cares they take, for all the pains 
they endure, for our good and public ser- 
vice, they can receive so inconsiderable a 
recompense from us. 

* Rom i, tit 


Finally, it should eng.M us to be vary 
careful of our ways, ana diligent in 
obedience; seeing there is no other waj 
possible of jileastn^ God, of gaining hu 
favour and mendsmp, of appeasing hS dia 
pleasure, of standing upright, and coming 
off well in his judraent ; is St. Peter^ 

inference, with which 1 conclude. 

call on the Father^ who withmd t$* 
sped of persons jndgeth according to ooery 
man's work^ pass the time of your s<yloism* 
ing here in fear.'" 

1 Pet l 17 
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